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FOREWORD 


1 dif not realize that the old rave that 
‘stood among the brambles atthe fot of 
‘our farm was Bio.” 

“—Srepin Lxacoce 


soo win of mm Spin Lenco ha 90 ll xpd 
He nary ofthe gest wealth of bist tat he inthe 
seconds oops. At one ede nd generation seseede enter, 
ths up beeen tx and our freer dens and the oppory 
for Coletng and prosrving hse resord prety dines. 

it vey arcing to fos the growing inert in ox story 
tint bg shown By the people sd varus Commence of cor 
Young county. We are now devloping asco of soy. An 
Intetsngnutbor of or people are being mae deply conto 
the attorbing history fils Province and Nation Sep have 
Sho teen what to expand the follies eval in ot pul 
Seine Tey however te that many of tose rect et only 
in naucrp form and ae not realy accel 9 the peopl 
Many od recone n pvt homes and a Bins os se beng 
inaderteaty destroyed oro, 

it sconed proper therefor, thatthe Goverment of Ontario 
shoul anecae to proses in printed form, sveble to the 
Imre bis and 6 Rowan, topes selection ofthe 
moe inefeing and sigieant records of he past coving 
portly hoe regions and prods n which hare rcarel 
Finorget teen exe, To facta thin the Champ Sty 
Svinte to undeake the preparation ad pblstion of src 
1 Socmentsy volumes on fs aly story Of Ontar 

For over als contr, the Champlin Sckty has een engaged 
Pushing volumes of document inthe coer fed of Ca 
i hry and ih eared for el an intmatonal reputation 
hese, expeciiywell quali fo endenae the prepare 
ton oft er omar Bich he Goverment of Ont 
Conta te cout of publeaton and ctor expenses: Thee 
Si be no dnintion inte regular work ofthe Chari Soy 
‘What cane amenity new Ontrosnied ses whch We 
ost ni oderwite have. 




















tis not intended that these volumes showld deal with inter 
pretive phases of history rather they will represeat a collection of 
basic torical facts, documentary in nature, It is hoped tht 
teresting and important documents and records, inclading those 
pertaining to what is now Ontario daring the French régime, will 
fe available from within the Province ise, Nov doubt simi 
records are in existence in our sister Province of Quebec and over- 
‘eas, If $0, they can be copiod and made available in these 
‘documentary volutes. From them historians and others may reach 
their own individual interpretations and draw their wn con 
clusions. 

‘Separate volumes are in the course of preparation on several 
geographic regions. Since in most cases, the early history of @ 
focalty tended to develop in ts own way in accordance withthe 
special conditions facing the pioncer families, the sevcs, in the 
tain, will cover the years from the early part of the seventeenth 
Century into the days of settement. But itis not bound by fixed 
fates, ain some areas the work of exploration and pioneer 
‘evelopment began later than in others. Thus the development of 
ome pars of the Province goes back well into the French régime, 
‘vile fm others it not significant until the nineteenth century 

"The fit volume, The Valley of the Trent, i edited by Mr 
Edwin C. Guilt, whois wel Known for his books on the pioneer 
history of Ontario. Me. Guillet has an intimate knowledge of the 
‘Trent Valley, and through his associations and experience has been 
ahle to secure for his volume many valuable documents and 
ilunetions. 

‘Tn alditon to Mr, Guilles work, volumes on Fort Frontenac 
‘under the Freach régime, on Kingston from the Eagish Conquest 
to the War of 1812, and onthe Windsor area inthe sevententh and 
tightenth centuries are all well under way and will appear in due 

Under the general guidance of the officers of the Champlain 
Society, the editor of each volume is responsible for the selection 
‘of material, Tn each case, he will provide an introduction for the 
Purpose of placing the documents in their proper perspective and 
Tsing the reader to understand ther signifeance. Any opinions 
txpresed in these volumes are, of course, those of the editor. 
‘The reader ofthis Ontario-assed series will not tnd in them & 
history ofthe conventional sort, but rather a collection of primary 
sources. Nevertheless, they should prove extremely valuable a5 a 





source of information and make for intersting reading in them- 
ihe 

"The volumes ofthis “Ontario Sees” inthe Champluin Society 
format wil be avalable to he indhvidal members and also 
Stade and the pale trough the every and publ brriee 
folding mentbeships. Tn addon, arrangements have ben made 
tithe Onaro Hetorkal Soi forthe Gsrbtion of special 
‘Sue lis therefore oped that each volume wl be easly accesible 
to he public ter tneagh the Mbares or private sabtsiton 16 
{he earying ot ofthis project, the co-operation ofthe Champlain 
Society gratetly acknowledged. ™ 


Lesur M, Frost 
Prime Minister of Ontario 
January 1, 1957 


PREFACE 


"Tes mazes ofan Rss wrk owen mc may 
bbe a labour of love, is always to a large degree a co-operative 
ort and itis usually true thatthe contributions f others add 
comprchensiveness and richness of detal, particularly when the 
‘olume concers lal history. Tam indebied primarily to the 
Honourable Lesie Frost, Prime Minster of Ontario, and to the 
‘Champlain Society, joint sponsors ofthe series of which this i the 
intial volume. De. W. Kaye Lamb, Dominion Archivist and Presi 
dent ofthe Champlain Society, has taken a personal interest inthe 
‘volume in both eapaciis; and both he and the Societys General 
Editor, Professor J. B. Conacher, have improved its conteat by 
‘rite comment snd suggestion. Dr. George Spragge, Ontario Pro- 
Nincial Archivist, and Mr. DF. McOust, his capable and co- 
‘operative assistant. have not only made available many documents 
Which might otherwise have becn missed, but ave shortened the 
‘of assembling these by providing facilites for photostating 

End typing 

‘Many other sources have supplemented these two large archival 
collections, With the assistance of my wife it mas possible to locate 
Sand tansctbe a number of rare items relative tothe Treat region 
inthe Library ofthe Britsh Museum, the Cambridge University 

‘brary, and the Mitchell Collection ia Glasgow. A good deal of 
general research has been done ia the Canadian collections ofthe 
‘Toronto Public Library, the Legislative Library of Ontario, the 
University of Toronto Library, and the Library of Pariameat in 
Ouawa To the librarians and ther sas in these Ubraries my 
thanks are extended 

should like to acknowledge the assistance of Me. R. M. Lewis 
of the Ontario Department of Planning and Development, who is 
‘responsible for the exclleat index of documents in the Ontario 
Patiament Buildings and related ofices which made possible the 
location of items in various collections. The staff of the Surveys 
and Maps Division in the East Block gave me valuable assistance 
inmaking these avalable. 

Mr, Wiliam Graff, Librarian of North York Township, who was 


{IME ASO ow Set the Ang ad Hrs Sir Bod 





Librarian in Peterborough when research for this volume began, 
tended nany courtesies when I consulted the invaluable Pet 
Robinson Colkcton of document in tat Library. 

‘Not only cooperation but inspiration has co over period ot 
inany years rom Mr. Gcorge Mt Dough, of “Norbcote, near 
kee to whom this volume sdoested. His antiquarian ner 
Cat and hs photography render hs conbuton to tis yale 
[recminent, Smlusiyoultanding hae ben the asta of Mts 
FrtenFowhis Marya of Hangs long prominent nthe hstorcl 
field in Peterborough County, wo hasbeen enthaatc and ne 
tng n her cootbuton to he volume, Soe generously gies ered 
to chany othr slog the rect Rive, a follows: Ms 
MeCubbi, Warkworth; Lieutenant Coloel FE. Bid and Mr 
Giiert Elmhurst, Didsls Mise Luin Fowl Toronto; Miss 
ity Eggi, aelevile; Mis Lian Benor and Mr C.'W. Rey- 
ce, Camptelford; Mr, ©. Chard, Stings Mr. Percy Lancs 
ters lye, Mr: fms Humphry ex Warden of Petebroogh 
County Mis ME Blake, Meadowale: an Mx. Willa 
rook and Moss. Howard Puiman, Raymond McG J. L- 
Doherty, and Willa Armstrong lof Hastings 

‘One tthe peas contsbutrs Wo te Musaions reproduced 
‘in this volume is Miss Phyllis Denne of Bridgenorth, who greatly 
cnriched the book by making availble lage numberof hore 
feats asembled many years ago by hr father, the late. G, 
Deane Toe Truster ofthe Nalonal Martine Mascum, Groce 
‘tech, England, have pred the reprodiion of two paatings 
Sslingsipsconteiporar with thor wed fo transport the Pete 
Robinscn eprants arom the Alanie, Me, Aled” McComble, 
‘Toronto, made svalable one of his panting of Cameron Lake 
ad the Sigmund Sarmel Canadans Galley, Toronto, a Wale 
Colour of Cramahe (Colborne) by James Pattkon Cockburn, Mis 
Sc Boyd, Bobeaygeon, grand-davghter of Moss Bu 
ts Tong one ofthe bext Known lunbernen and industrials of 
the Tent Vall, provided some ery watercolours of that village 
{tems frm both the rigs ofthe Langions andthe sktcet of 
‘Anne Langton are reproduced by courtesy ofthe Langton family, 
he Fetson Fas Public Livy. and ofthe Mactan Con 
fay of Canada and Clarke, lewin & Company, the publishers re 
Tey ofthe oumas and leter of Joh Latton and hse. 
Mis Florence Atwon, LaeBld, provided portal of her prand- 
father and grandmother, Thomas and Cattine Tal, the former 














not previously reproduced; and Mrs. Robert Sclly, Toronto, made 
avalabe rare portrait of her grandmother, the poet Rhoda Anne 
Page of Cobourg. Mrs. Kathleen Sibbald Lloyd of Cobourg, won 
Inusbund was a great-grandson of Captain Charles Rubidge, pro- 
vided an early oil portait of him not previously reproduced. For 
information about the Trent Canal | tm indebted to Mr. A, Le 
Killaly, Peterborough, who was long its Superintendeat, and whose 
{Tandtather was Miniter of Public Work in the cana’ ely years. 

My thanks are extended to two members ofthe sal of the Royal 
‘Ontario Museum. Mr. Kenneth E. Kidd, Curator of Ethnology 
provided a valuable account of Indian remains along the Trent, 
‘well as photographs; and Mr. James L. Bailie of the Deparment 
(of Ornithology leat negatives of the Fothergill paintings in the 
‘Museum, interesting landscapes made in 1819 of the Port Hope: 
Rive Lake region 

"To Mrs Helen Marryat, Hastings, trom whom I received 
numerous manuscript and printed materials, photographs. and 
maps, Tam indebted as well for the inclusion im this volume of 
several Watercolours of the Treat region by the Reverend M. A, 
Farras, «pupil of J. M. W. Turner, tbe English landscape artist. I 
tna jst come to my notiee chat another English artist of the same 
period has let work closely related tothe Valley of the Trent. He 
E'Edwin Whitefield (6. 1816), who eame to America in his youth 
fnd won fame for his views of towns and scenes in the United States 
fnd Canada. About the middle of the century he was in Ontario; 
fn during an itinerary from lakes Simcoe and Couchiching to 
the Rideau Canal and Kingston he made many sketches of scenes 
slong the Trent system, including Peterborough, the Yankee 
Bonnet Rapids two miles below on the Otonabes, the steamer 
Otonabee wooding up in that neighbourhood, and a variety of 
titers beeween Chemong and Rice lakes. His original sketchbook 
‘eas sold in November 1956 by Goodspee's Book Shop, Boston, to 
Mr, Walter Wallace, 922 Madison Avenue, New York City? 

“The interpretation of tadian place-names has recently become 
sore ifiut because of the Tack of experts in that field in 
‘useuns, My thanks are de to Mr. John Huden, Burlington, Ver- 
‘mont, and Me. Stephen Laurent, Intervate, New Hampshire, with 
font whove asitance many Indian names of lakes and rivers would 
have gone without explanation. 











SUS 


1am ind a too rary experts who were ood enough 
to rea etealy sme portions ofthe posi prodocins off 
‘rites ofthe Rise Lake disc in wit Ihe for many yrs 
teen paicalalyinferested, Profesor Re L. McDougall o¢ Uni 
Yer College and Dr J. Pat, Profesor Emer of Victoria 
Unnenity, flvourbly commented pon, respectively, John Cop- 
ways The Ojay Conquer and coaia of Rs Anne Pages 
fos, andthe inchs of there ten at considerable leg in 
Tite pages the eal 

ot tfomaion and suggesions my spprecition is alto ex- 
tended oh allowing: br. W. Stewart Walle, Librarian Emer 
of the Univeraty of Toronto; De. TR. Milman, Archit of 
AWyclte Colges Mrs. Margery Pevtres, Cobourg; Mie Robert 
Pore, Peterborough Pub Library Mr, Suart Ry, Prt Hopes 
Protest G. Nes, Toronto; Mr Willam Colgte, Toon; 
‘Ms Wiliam Denon, Toronto: and Me J. Edin, Assan 
tothe Principal, Quis Uiverty. My tans ae dv o MF 
HLH. Lowe, Niet, Manitoba, for prtaits by Pasl Kane of Mr 
2nd Mra FS. Clench, who wee Mir Lowe's grandparent and the 
ret of Kanes wf and to varios descend e the Welle 
all Payne, Cady, Duntord, Moodie, Ream, ate, Robs 
Stikinds Cau, Hayward, Stews, Mattews, omg, od 
Lngtonfamlies who were prominemt in the early history ofthe 
aly ot the Trent 

‘Mj wie who continues o endure graciously my proccuption 
in httorklrssrh, has assed in many wayne preperation 
‘ths ome nd iy sone James Edwin and George Robert have 
Side in the photograpbie work 





ECG. 
Toronto 


January 1, 1957 
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INTRODUCTION 


[osmant tem of ks, ean can eecpi a con- 
siderable part of the counties of Hastings, Durham, Northun- 
berland, Peterborough, Haliburton, and Victoria. The frst settle- 
seat in “the back townshipe”—-as the entre region in the rear of 
the first tiers of townshipe along Lake Ontario was usualy called— 
was inthe year 1818 in Smith Township: and soon afterwards the 
hes of the trade in lumber were being eagerly explored. 
With the establishment ofthe frst mills and withthe use ofthe fst 
steamboats very shortly afterwards, came alterations in water levels 
and channels of communication; and all these developments inthe 
‘Trent watershed were soon included in “the Trent Canal"—a long- 
term, spasmodic, and controversial projet which continued until 
recent mes. In 1912, when a survey of the region was made under 
the direction ofthe Commision of Conservation, it was estimated 
that the Dominion Government had spent “some ten milion dollars 
fn this canal and watershed, building dams at some forty lakes to 
fegulate the waterlow,” even though the government had never 
fecured contol of the watersheds which form the source of the 
fystem. The vast and unfortunate errors made in the sprit of plo 
‘oering and in the name offre enterprise had long since lad waste 
the greater part of the region. The Survey pats i this way: 
“The slopes, once forthe most pat covered with valuable pine and hard- 
wood forest, had Been cut over. A large area, the piner) in pata, 
ad been repeatedly subjected to es and rendered lable to ever 
total destruction... A shor inspeton trp made it clear that thee 
conditions presented a problem of peculiar and particular intrest; 
4 problem meng the devslopment of some plan fr is solation® 


‘The geological structure of the region, although an attraction 
to early sets, was destined to be, in consequence of the mis 
‘management ofthe timber resources, a chet rearon forthe das 
‘wous fallre of the norterly sections as agricultural land. The 
‘eminent geologit, Dr. A. P. Coleman, summed up the situation 
25 follows 
| Sitter over «nm by CD. Hon, Pa ant 
tab "vst int) 








‘The combination of kumes (his of sand and gravel with boulders) 
swith pore sand deposi, though which rise ocasonal hills of the 
Ider Archacan rock, makes 2 region eaelyunsited for agriculture, 
tad useful only for forest growth. The rest of pail action north of 
the Palaeozoic rocks has been the formation of poor sos deficient in 
lime and fen also in clayey constituents, excep for the ecesonal 
Time-stone o sale and clay deposits 


When the Hmber indy was a height i was unnessary 
for seers to lve by areitore soe, or even i prt: but the 
‘iciusexploitton ofthe tinberreourcs proceeded, flowed by 
bch-ies and the erosion of so no longer eld on the rocks by 
the roots of tres, agriculture becume unprofitable becae mos 
‘ofthe good cath was washed Into ate aad rer. The abwene of 
a efoguards in ary lumbering uader the cence stem had the 
inevitabe result, ss the Survey makes csr 
“he mqence ofthis mismanagement is cverber te same. The 
Tenover ofthe bet oof al ter, witout dosing the 
‘rs rer os whch varity ej to tear tet 
‘st incre takes pace one part of he bem nd what wore, ok 
the pt of he pnenment Nore then eps to sero 
forts and ths flowed by epettion ot te fre, whch al he 
{sd remand seeding ofthe beer Kinde. The grouod en fe 
Covered by pen end bh for atm ut, ugh epesed 
fegraonn i aly rendered kes frac) prods parpon. A 
‘te cogrne tte pce in commen wih eal arm ports 
2 ts, tfough th home mae made by the Innbermen lg 
fry bo dey he cept greys marek vn td the 
{ot'tecones weed othe ace weas ty, rks te expe 
Sn he pop ae ket Sestte and miserable ath preset tine 
{1912 te pn inte, as retical gone om hs teed 
taal he turer Conon or mat-ade vet the re 
‘Ai ren ony te beings of tes codons cn be son bee and 
Sheree ine store ot Mion, Ate, Bagh 
Sone rly 150000 sre of ach deen en” 


Although the half century since 1912 has seen a litle refresta 
tion, a good deal of mining, anda great development ofthe region 
‘as vacation paradise and the resort of hunters and fishermen, 
there hs probably been a further deterioration of the land from 
the point of vow of agrcuture. In general thas been abandoned 


Sone 











to summer resorts, except whote minerals have been found in quan 
tities suliciet for commercial exploitation. 


‘eh ert te Ta re eine ne pt 
nae eae aE ae coat 
SESILOSE sain tyra, 
ope: tie Se" ACG a Wt Rhee 
Se SaaS hy eS 
CERES ae ne Tha ee 
Sotea mE RcET itac s nss 
Sule 

ATE pot et oe in sad 
in ES a me oe 

ray eine tad lg cay 
Gch pener'# andthe nr St ha en pbc etn 
SELLE 2 Shin ait he eee 
ip ts tant fiat be tap aca 
Sot Seite, ce ES rece 

ory 

PPLE cmt, romeo 
eel cal Hp ad a at 
an gr ae pla 
Spek pay caplet ae a 
io Steen Weaetop lucas tee See Dia real 
fan cathe tia sea 
TLE Lia Bites aa ieee 
Shs Oe ts sas Se te 
SNS a Ru ites oe 
ES Sco CE Hane hee 
Mh Re Eh he as Ca 
I el se Cap ee 
Ph Tabada Sst wae, 
ype Wetsuit 
EUR ae Rang st a Mh 
Sessa oe are eran ete 
Sapien eeiehaeoes ers 








Te psy meetin tm ing che 
Parenter ceil 
poets pe piety 
acters rare cetera ae 
ol hea el thet 
ieee eet eae roast end 
ergy 
i Cee adorn oe ak 
perenne tra ee eee 
Ramatemones 

eee Te ay eed op 
BQ ered 
Sd cas poche enter eat 
Seis Ohman ic oem 
soe nee wth ternal ei Ss 
Coes anes Sere tte ae 
eens tea diner aes 
Fi sts erate ty corp 
oer net area eee 
Se nr a ep ce 
meta oe tome ey comes 

sain De aa ate aoa, Pe 
irtartie waetn peceeieraceet ma 
Seca Se aos enone ae 
Sovesrckcquayatte cyfoes 

ein hy tly ety eee 
ee Ae te ee ee 
Siete sorte as es ic 
genie cons rasan ieee 
peace eee 
Eiri maver tour pat onary 
ee ad 
we ete ta oui aerial 
Sectoid 
Sere ree 
sorte tae athe nese ov eos 
ee ee 
Se eee i cag ea 
ley tp een 
Teor ae cemteesne merece a 
eS Shes oes 








‘makes the region's recorded history perhaps the richest and most 
{formative in Ontario. This is the fac that many of the ealy ree 
‘dents, attracted to “the back lakes" largely by aesthetic considera- 
tions, were highly iterate and lucid bowk in talking. and writing 
shout their experiences; and we consequently have for the region 
8 body of literature thats approached sowhere eke either in quan- 
ty of qualify. The works of “the lerary Striklands"~—Semuel 
‘Strickland, Stsanna Moodie, and Catharine! Trall—are the best 
Known; but we have letters, emigrant guidebooks, journals, a 
‘ous of pioneering, essays, and verse by John and Aane Langton, 
‘Frances Steware, J. W. Dunbar Moodie, Rhoda Anne Page, Charles 
and Prederick Rubidge,* George Arundel Hil, Thomas Poole, and 
‘Thomas Need—to mention only the more prolife writers, There 
were plenty of cultured ster! who didnot Write books, of course, 
find many others less cultred who wero atleast equally valuable 
in settlement, busines, and public spirit: but the Ierary works of 
those named above provide fim bast of source materials for a 
history ofthe Valley of the Trent 

“Old times” inthe region have been investigated in recent years 
by several capable historians and newspapermen, amoag whom 
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ay be mentioned Waton Kickonnll Helen Marya, Howard 
Feinmet, and FH Dobbin; btm ur purpose bre to co 
exhaustive biblogrephy of primary & Pcondary sores 
orth eons history bat athe tome Oly some of he err 
cttandingcompintens Of thes, Dr Thoma Poles 4 Sketch 
‘the Baty Seement and Subsequent Progrest of the Town of 
Porerbrough and of Each Township ithe County of Peer 
borough (Btrborough, 186) is one ofthe san and met 
Selubl of Canatian lea hits In 1941 a hon Completion 
Uf ech. 1867-1941, purport ring Br. Poles work sp 
{date The Hoy ofthe Cony of Peterborough, Ontr,Con- 
taining a Hisory of the County, Hisory of anion Cost 
ther Townhipe, Towns. hose. Chucher. fs General and 
{loca Stree: BiographicelSeetches, Toronto, 1888) i te 
wont of C.Peant Melvanyy Chriss NE Rye, and Charts 
Siewart, andi contains mach of pest sale that ould not be 
‘cover now, however intense the Tesareh: Among the pub 
{tates mow Saw Sckmporry wit selcneat tie valle 
Directory ofthe United Counter oj Peterborough & Vicor for 
1858." (eeterborough, 1858), and Thomas Whites 4n Exe 
af ike Prope, Postion and Resources of he County of Peter 
Sore Cana West, Based upon he Conse of 195 together ith 
{°Scement ofthe Tre ofthe Tow of etrboowph (Peer. 
Sorcgh 1861), which contine mosh of historia ae. ater 
Srey the 1944 Report om the Ganaraska Watershed, ta by 8. 
HLTechardton fore Domision and Ontario goveramens, on 
tras a good dal of suonti histor! mater sme of which 
‘ater © the more southerly part ofthe Trem Vale Ot prime 
iportance tothe htory ofthe rent Cana of coe, af the 
ona a Appendite of the Lepatave Asem of Upper 
Catan be Various Report of te sory ant proven at 
St Confederation, 1867, thon was tiated to" Dominion 
Gonemment sont 
Vctra Coy itr deft in scion nna in con 
parton with te neighbor Petrorouph, but WatonKirconnlls 
Fine County Centennial Hisery (indey, 1921) fa scholarly 
tnd tase dy of therein; aa ihe had corporate sk 
Floral muti as could hen have sen asenbled it woul 
ie bean sl nore raul, tncidod in peaking ome 
inty of ponser survival inte coum ax wel de gsogel and 
Indus dita sido semble by the oel histori 


"See Chater XV, “Reerch ta oer Survival” pp. 218-2 











(the notable Hear gues of the drt peop the mvt 
oxftanding were the Steklnds of Redon Hal Stk, thre of 
thom we cay Tien Valley ster They ame of a ema 
fay of whch tbe father, Thomse Sean was so need 
ine enuragenent of Ierary pris that stout the ght 
ot his chien who grew to matiiy became wetAnown wees 
‘Though their sonnecon withthe nbiiy was romets not on 
itt aly lone tn the aged pedgres and asa 
‘uly marred finan England noted for sail ate snd ab 
Ey One daughter, Catharine Pre, was named ster & possible 
Progenitor, Kaharse Pur sith wie of Hemy VIL A cogent 
fessn for fame id ext however for Agnes an Elisa pred 
thir Quen of England rom soon an pintabing acre st 
{tine when toss fdscaments was Alon permite Agnes, 
arty throughout her id hat by tl work he Ey 
ES ented with he bole pagent of Eaghsh history 

“he tery productos of the Camdian Sticking are men- 
tioned in vue pars f ts vine, Catharine dove aya 
ina tame fr‘ at lover of tre dey woh xt 
feopl wampied and deroyed with enh Stnana, me 
Ting  ltwoper, tein eguly widely Known for ber Books 
Roughing tin the Bir (London, 1882), and Lie Inthe Cor 
Ings vo the Bask London, 1853), in wtih ae apes a 3 
tier sist her flow sets, nd no dove with ery good 
‘easo, She mellowed, however, wih he yar and ltr samt 
that te worlds eas the Canadian pioneer wod-—id ot owe 
[tora mig ving! an tht the bs ster were oe 
Sho cated tetselver tnd hopped a eompacoce out of te for 
Si and de not me ha the wes coercing & bens open 
Upper Cana mer by removing Yo The Stand. bowser 
{nl many ete Ihe thom, ae to be eeited wih setting erry 
neu sandards and aig the general tne othe 
ener 

Sumcl Scand (1804-1867), who mers exendod notes 
ge came to Upper Cana tn 1825 seven year caer tam is 
thie ers Re est shed with Fal end, Clon! Bick 
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‘Gee low, Section XI, No, 11, and Section XM, No. §, for Mrs, Moot’ 
wings 
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‘Township, whose Scotish neighbours hoped they recognized in 
him another Burns—or atleast a Hogg of Ferguston. In general, 
these verses and poctasters may be graded as fai, bad, and 
‘worse—in which last category must be included the Leisure Hour 
‘Musings (Peterborough, 18782) of Alexander Graham of Otona- 
bee Township. 

“There, however, a work of lasting interest which we include in 
this volume as one of the most emarkable iterary items relating 
the region. This is a poem enlled The Ojibway Conquest, by 
George Copway, or Kal-gega-gak-bowh, @ Rice Lake Indian 
Trained by early Methodists ax 4 missionary, he became a writer 
‘on Indian life and history travelled in Europe, and was a friend of 
Longfciow. Though there is no proof of the opinion, it would 
“pps probable that Longfellow aided him in te production of his 
pre poem, for Copway ealed upon him in February 1849, a year 
previous to sts publication; and the two men were together on at 
{east four or five other occasions" Be this ait may, The Oflbway 
‘Conqued sa notable piece of composition which shovld no Tonget 
remain unknown and unappreciated. 





‘The placenames of  dlstriet shod considerable light on its 
‘origins Names given by the Tndians to portages and tails have 
“Survived inthe region, Among these are Coboconk, a contraction 
‘of Quash-qua-geconk-—'where the gulls meat", Bobcaygeon 
‘corruption of Bob-cajewoa-unk—"the shallow rapids"; and Ome- 
tee, named fom a subribe of the Misisaugas, the Pigeons, who 
fre commemorated aso in Pigeon Lake and Pigeon Creek 
‘Chewetts map of 1789, Collins's of 1790, Rubidge’s of 1836, 
and others contia Indian ‘names of lakes, eivers, and portages of 
‘which we have with dificult obtained interpretations” as follows: 
‘Saggeltewedgewam (Trent River)—"river hard to travel” 
et Lanne of Henry Watowort Longfow (Boon, 
sahara of Fry 26100, 
rm, it the unr ot aaa te Ene a 
‘Govern S John Cuore christened te pee Rokeby in 1834, but frtnatly 
"SA's the oes fow exper in the Alogi an eae 
tonite pt Candas he Unt Se, Ut fee ot 
(TORR fom Seen Laure fier: New Hangar 











‘Cheboutequion (Stoney Lake)—"big long rocky water 
‘Wabascommough (Chemong or Md Lake) —"iake of earth” 
Aanlquion Checom (Sturgeon Lake)—"good long pike to 
Yawbaskkaokawk (Scugog River)—"here hemlock bark is 

wea 
‘Ouskebiwkning (Talbot Portage) —“groen leaf place where 
"ve lave the river” 
Squaknegossippi (Indian River)—“wout pearing place” 
‘Koshkaltabogamog (Kasshabog or Kosh Lake, east of Stoney) 
take of many bays” 

4 variant, Kashagawigamog, in Haliburton, i similarly interpreted 

“Jong and winding waters” Appareatly the Indians were fond of 

the name, for another variant, Koshkibogamog, was given to a lake 

‘of many bays in Barrie Township, about a hundzed miles northwest 

‘of Kingston 

‘Avaumber of place-names in the region are fom members of 
the Brisk nobility, such as, for example, Burleigh, Ennismore, 
land Methuen, Smith Township commemorates Surveyor-Cener 
the Honourabie D. W. Smith, and Asphodel appropriately recalls 
the triliams that early settlers found thee in abundance, Smaller 
localities had sometimes a mame wth a romantic connotation, Loe 
sick Lake, for example, was at fist considered apart of Deer Bay 
for ealled the Burleigh Rapids or Chutes; but when an Tadian, 

Richard Fawo, was jilted by an Irish gil, Katharine Donohue, 

the decided to end his days in dejection on an island inthe lake, He 

Aid not carry out hs resolve, and lived to pay court other gs, 

bur the name "Lovesck” was nevertheless applied tothe lake 

"The names of the fist seters in innumerable localities were 
used in early nomenclature, and: many of them, such as Gore's 

Landing. Dunsford, Reaboro, Healey’ Falls, Thurston, Crooks’ 

Rapids, and Downeyvlle, to mention but a few, persist (0 the 

present® Crowe’ Landing on Stoney Lake recalls Francis Crowe 

(1808-187), the fist reeve of Dummer Township, an office he 

held for seventeen years. Across the lake is Mount Julian in Bur- 

cig, orginally called Jolin’? Landing after @ Frenchman who 
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‘vas probably an Indian trader. Pudy’s Mil (Lindsay)! was called 
ster Willian Purdy, who arived in 1828, Petesborouph, ofcourse, 
‘vas named after the Honourable Peter Robinson Sill other name 
‘re due to the whim of minor officals at York; and an oocasional 
‘one recalls sentimental associations of early seer with the Old 
Land. For instance, Aros, the Scotch birthplace of Charles Me- 
This, an eaely postmaster on the north side ofthe Balsam Lake end 
of the Talbot Portage, was the name he gave the post ofce, The 
‘Aros post ofice was’ actualy the front room of Admiral Van 
‘Stan's log mansion, long the curiosity of Bexley Township. In 
addition 1 numerous names of early’ eters and millowners, 
there are along the Trent River maay English names, such a Wark 
‘worth; while Frankford was named by Sir Francis Bond Head 
after himself, probably on the eecasion of a visi 


‘The experiences of individuals are often lost in historical general 
laations, and iti therefore the intention here to reproduce from 
the rarer sources a selection of those characteristic of the fegion, 
land of pioncering in general. In some distriets& particular ehoioe 
‘of location lod to a settlers home being widely known. Robert 
(Ciford, the third eter to ind his way to North Burleigh in 1862, 
Isa casein point: 


teliovng in the good old Seipure adage thatthe house founded 
‘oon a rock would stad the storms of Me, fhe) detrmined to test the 
‘nuh of the maxim, He accordingly selected fot 24, concession 14, afew 
ods west ofthe Burleigh Road, spot of ground which rises at an 
‘lovation of 100 feet, for a foundation of & house which Js 0 huge 
‘rie rock, the white literng surface of which hasbeen poled by 
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te suns and storms of many 2 sentry, At distance i has the se- 
semblance of @snowbank, and has been admired by every traveller who 
Disses over the Goverment road! 


Many setters—and not only the arstocrats—were enthralled by 
the opportunites for fishing and hunting, sports which oaly a few 
‘oul enjoy inthe Old Land except by poaching. Stiekland, wit- 
ing in the cary “ities, said that “Parties are now made yearly every 
‘Osiober to Stony Lake, Deer Bay, or the River Trent... This 
‘one ofthe great charm of a Canadian life.” He had seventeen dee 
Tanging in his barn atone te, and he and two of his sons caught, 
near Burleigh Falls, during one morning in October 1849, salmon 
trout, lunge, and bass totaling 473 pounds? The Canadian Hand. 
book  Touris’ Guide (1867) says that many Cobourg gentle: 
men had private shooting boxes oa Rice Lake* Typical ofthe early 
Seulers was Washington Coones (son-in-law of Robert Ciford, 
‘mentioned above) who 


oom a boy was always fond of hunting, and when guts young, by 
‘hanes one day got hold of sri whish was offered hm forsale, and 
trith the “eteess ofa boy asked for a tl of the gun, which was 
Slowed bison the same day he went out and killed thee ne deer, 
Stich amply pad ore ivertent At asthe ad ened is longfel 
trish to owm & gun of his own, and from that day to tis he has een a 
‘ost saloos banter, king boas, wolves, and dee i abundance, Few 
hunter in nrthem Peterborough ony can equal him, ether ia wood 
Crafton daning a bead ons head of game." 





Life in many 2 rear township was often crude in the extreme, 
‘even before actual degeneration set in fom sheer isolation and the 

iy o make ang, Exaile cou be goed oo shanties 
svthout furniture or heat, the oecupants lacking even a few eruss 
‘of bread; of church collections with nothing put on the pate—from 
‘complet lack of fund; of ines: and death from inability to pro 
‘cure a doctor or give. any Kind of remedy. Drunkennsss often 
‘cused lapses even in what primitive civilization there wat In 1868 
S°New Year's Eve dance and “spree” at Buck's Hotel, Minden, 
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went on for four days and five nights. Corson’ Siing, in Bexley, 
Was, according to Watson Kiskeonnell, long called “Hells Half 
‘Aere "He says that Gooderham and Worts owned a imber limit 
Adjacent, and hired Corson, a lake capain, to ship cordwood to 
‘Toronto, and adds: 


For the winter's eut of cordood he [Corsoa} would importa gang of 
lake sllors from Torta, Te later would Bring with them a8 abu 
dbsnor of whiskey and an auxiliary core of prostutes, and the limits 
‘ere ro aflame with drunkenness and hot wncleanness tht the siding 
‘ier known throughoot the north country ae "Hells Half Acre" 


‘Yet there were many worthy people who sought to clive sulle 
ing without a thought of payment for their courage and sacrifice. 
‘There were circucriding clergymen, saddle-bae doctors, and sell- 
sacrificing midwives, We mention on page sl of thi Introduction 
the services of Mrs. Rebinson of Smith Township, and there was 
abo Elizabeth Clague, whose obituary notice in a Peterborough 
‘ewspaper, without date but probubly of 1894, expresses public 
Appreciation of her Iie and work—and incidentally gives us a8 
ierestng picture of her husband, @ retired sailor and primitive 
fst who was long t character in Dummer Township 
‘The “Family Doctor" Gone 
Death of Mis. J. Clave, of North Dummer, One of the 
est Known Peron inthe Township~ Sketch of Her Lif. 


‘The “uty doctor” of Noth Dummer —Mrs, Biase Clagoe—a Indy 
‘tcemed for her atnabe, kind, sod hospable dispelton, and one 
Known throughout the county for these unaiing quale, died st ee 
ome, aboot three mies from MeCracke's Landing, om Monday May 
2Ist- Many a person had bees enabled to eave abe of sickness through 
the untiag forts of Mrs. Clepuc, who was Known throughout the 
Sitrct atthe famaly doctor” ‘The deceased was boon in Wales 76 
{years ago and marred Mr. Join Cage, her now bereaved husband 
[Mr Clgue mae sor and for many year endured the dius of 
‘ota life the lat vessel on which he was employed ing the "Sit 
‘Waltr Ralegh” For some years afterwards he sed on Lake Ontario, 
and then he decided to puchise @ farm, but be was 80 fond of the 
rater tate wowld not make dal unless there was a body of water 
in the vicinity” After some exploring he found a satisactory place on 
the shores of Stony Lake in North Dummer, and sil recides thee. Mr 
{Cague an enthsistic mariner, whieh is well own bythe sng 
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sevice he has aang on his property. Oa the root of his bar a for, 
‘which he eons "Fort Royal," bas bee carefully eeangd with mechani= 
al ail, faces the lake In this small but striking rpreventaion 
‘gute ofa marine fcr scanning the water looms fr This areange- 
iment old Mr. Cagae takes unmistekable pide in. Ae an art Mr 
{Clague ako is very enthusiastic. Many a summer tourist has epstered 
in the are gallery repster at Mr. Clapie’s and viewed the numerous 
Palntings in the quaint litle gallery, In Mis. Clague the campecs and 
sents ot the northern section ef the county have fst a staunch 
fiend, the Methodist church x good woman, and the surviving husband 
and adopted daugher a loving wife and kind masher, The sympathy of 
‘host offends wl go on othe bereaved ones in thei sad lose 


Accompanying, or sometimes preceding settlement, was the 
thoughtless exploitation ofthe vat timber lands. Oe can almost 
foil being done from Samil Strickland’ vivid description: “Three 
hundred axes will waken the slumbering echoes of the rocky glen 
snd wood-crowned height where the foot of the white man never 
trod befor.” be writes, and notes with abvious enthusiasm tat 
Gilmour and Company were about to lay waste “the noble pine 
forest of Burleigh and Methven. Strickland’ sons Roland nd 
George were subsequently head of slumber firm which controlled 
two and one-half townships of tbr Timits and had mils at Lake- 
feld and Lake Simcoe with sn annual output of ton milion feet of 
lumber and 300,000 feet of squared timber. Phelan, Mulvany 
tells us "piloted the first timber that ever came to Peterborough, 
feceiving fo his services $16 per day. He run the river for many 
sears" French-Canadian log-drivers were soon imported into the 
disc, and in 1866 the mills ofthe county saved 30,650,000 feet 
of limber for export. It was sting Tf on lake and river, for 
masts and squared timber were frequently driven all the way fom 
Balsam Lake to Quebec.* 
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Flourmilling did not develop as quickly as saw-miling, ‘The 
cari stirs not reduced to chewing Gora for their children, 
SS were those in Smith Township had to make long journeys to 
primitive mils ast as far as Port Hope or Cobourg. Asin other 
arly setements, hollowed tee-stumps were often used as “plump- 
Ingmille” until something better was available. A small mail was 
‘tablished by Adam Scot, at Scot’ Plains (Peterborough) in 
1821. His biography & given by C. P. Malviny as follows: 


[Adam Scot, the St setter on the present se of the Towa of Peer. 
tocough, ms born in Edinburph, Scodand, in 1796, and as a mall- 
vert by wade. In 1812 he lett England for America and sted in 
Delaware Count, New York State: he remained tee for about sx 
ears working at his trade, While there he marred a daustce of 3. 
Mana, of Yorkshire, England, by whom he had three sons snd thee 
aught In 1818 he eume to Canada and, locating mt Port Hope, 
‘work a bis ade and ul ase, When he came ou from Sot. 
Tan he ad about $4,000, He txt aay allo thsi bldg, by con 
tent, mil st Cobotrg for ol Squire Heny. Inthe spring of 1820 be 
ame to what now Peterborough, the rite of which was then covered 
‘wth a dense growth of cklebecry bushes interspersed with » fo 
‘ins, The fist ing he erected was all log shanty, 18 by 20 fet, 
Inti he covered with lack sah bark. Then he pit up saw and grit 
rl, which was of the mot primitive ind. The saw was an “up and 
‘own” sn, andthe milltones were taken from a neighbouring quay 
‘The few seers who had located in Sith Township, two years before, 
‘lve the pce the natn of "Scots Pain.” His daughter Jeanette wat 
the fiat person torn in white aow Peterborough; thie way in 1820. 
[Adam Sst removed from "Scots Pans” ia 1827, having lst all his 
‘property throven geting in debe with John Brow of Port Hope, and 
Toexted onthe Hagerman farm, one mile east of Port Hope, wheve he 
‘sided fortwo years. He then removed to the Township of Caran, 
thee he flowed hs rade. He dled February 7th, 1838. Adam Scot 
‘wav an immensely strong msn. He stood 6 feet 4 inches in his stocking 
Feet and weighed 260 pounds, which was neat all muscle. With perfect 
fase he could shoulder barrel of sltor cider. laa previous pat of 
this History thee isan incident recorded of having carced beavy 
tlleank fom Peterboroagh to Port Hope to be repuired. His wile 
‘ied at “Scot's Pia” In 1825, of the fever and cholera which then 
prevailed among the Peter Robiasoa immigrants. He was asked by 
Hon, Peter Robinson o acept the immigration agency bute declined. 
He owned twelve tere of land surrounding his (el), and was fe= 








quently urged to purchase more, but he decline, thinking that he place 
‘vould never amount anything. He often crossed the Riser Otonaboe 
in the suminer season on sitet reach hs oxen, which were pstred 
inter the vilage of Ashburnham ow i One of Adu Scotts sons, 
ko named Adam Scot, who was bor at Port Hope, December 2s, 
1818, is now living in the Vilage of Mifbreok, where be flows Bs 
fathers trades he ha lived in Millbrook forfour years. He hae led 
the afce of Reeve of Manvers and Cavan for several years On Mach 
Sh, 1840, be was manied toa daughter of James Holmes of Cavan 


Uni Jacob Bromwes mil was eet in Smith Townip the 
cniy cole was between Scots and an poly fora mil on alle 
stays Creek in Cavan As stloment prose, eit mill as 
Sstaiy quickly etbinhes. Thre were often maiz, tower, 
‘ch fr example, Bromma: Mil on the Oonabe, whith nat 
Eile the “pocket il because os tall Se Gaia was fen 
{atc to mil nbs ted toa etched sack wi pir of oxen 
ning the loud. 





“The progress of settlement inthe Test region i iltratd 
same of 0 docaments which fellow inthis me. sy nee 
thon hereto mention intresting festres of the story to found 
in ther source materia The powth of etlements was usaly 
al Tn 1828 only thes log houses wecupied twenty ies 
Skin abag the souh thre Ree Late ad oe othe 
sis th eaten of Dav Tidy, known ae" very ospctble Scotch. 
Ina who was the founder of Gores Landing? then ells Tidy's 
‘Tavern. To the east of Rice Lake, in Soymous Township, there 
{re up in the cary eighcen this seiement of military snd 
aval ecers, for was one of 4 mumber of township in which 
they were encouraged to lost. Major Campbell wat the Gove 
meats agent, and M. S. Cassa deseribes in his journal his ex 
pevences in approsching and setling there?” Sir” Richard 
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‘Bownycast’s impressions of the egion during settlement are found 
‘none of the documents in this volume 

Although surveyed inthe early "twenties, it was not until 1860 
1861 thatthe pushing ofa so-called road into wild and rocky Bur- 
leigh Township fret made setdement posible, The name "Bareigh 
Road Setlement” was applied, however, not only to Burleigh but 
to Chandos, Anstruther, and Monmouth (in Haliburton), all of 
them for purposes of administration part of the Township of Dam 
mer until 1865, Indicative of the general hardship experienced in 
this repion i that of Cornelius Maher, who removed from Douro 
to lot 5, Concession VII, of Chandos in 1862, At fist he was "the 
happy possessor of a horse, which he used for logging; but it was 
<rowned in a beaver meadow, and he bad to ‘handlog' for two 
years until he coud afford t get anothe.”> 

“The problem of the scarcity of cows in these setlements was 
‘solved by an ingenious —and profitable scheme evolved by James 
Lickley" of Burleigh Township, who had saved a few hundred dol- 
lars capital and who certainly id not lack a spr of enterprise, He 
developed a system of lending cows to setlrs Each cow was to be 
returned after three Years, together with the Gist ea; but ii were 
Killed by lightning or the falling of green tee Lickley assumed 
the loss. The idea proved profitable, for Lickley became something 
‘of acaptalist and Mad leisure to be a hunter, according to Mulvany: 


Mr. Likes ocks and herds have incresed to sach an exten thst he 
' atthe present time the largest owner in the county. notwithstanding 
he has annually sold large umber. His heed numbers 160 head Be- 
sides Ire Dock of shoe, settredovee an area frow Young's Point 
to the Provisional Coanty of Haliburton, the valve of which would ex 
eed several thousand dallas. If by any chance he meets stray cow 
{i the oa be never throws stone at her for fet she may belong "0 
his herd. He is strey temperate, honest, accurate inal is dealings, 
nd shires the confidence of his employers to the grestest degree. Dur- 
in the fon siseen years of hic eudence in Northern Peterborough be 
as indulges im tht ife-long, cherishes sport, hunting the wld pat- 
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ridge, duck, and doe. He is often seen with his gum and dog, sang the 
‘ocky height or by the water's edge of some lake or pebbled brook in 
(est of Ts oF game. When the shades of evening gater round be 
‘tres to his humble log eabin laden withthe proeads of the day's 
Int, and fer placing is trot rife ints acastomed pce over the 
oor, prepares, with his own hand, hs wepast of paride, wea, or 
‘other gare, wile his fatfal do, his only companion, ss by his side 
Sod panty walt his share af the spi Me. Licey never arsed, 
the object af hk admiration having die, and in obedience to the love 
Ie herd for Her memory never tenferred ix sections 19 snthen 





Biogaphical material is partially sich and informative for 
sus epi The faloning Sule te gen a characte 
Gils Sons generally recopnized a the ft sett in Buri, 
1861 (tough the csteus of 1450 shows fory-fve inhabitants), 
Parcosed hin onde acres at eighty cons per ere. His father, 
Wiliam, had two hundred acres onthe shor'of Cedar Lake, and 
did ther in 1859 atthe age of eight four ils biped in ull 
{ng ve mills of te Burgh Rosd, and in 1862 the townships 
‘ston pot ofee, Halas was opened on bis propery Dane 
‘Couch wos loated on lot 39, Concton V, of Aastra, where 
fe had the fst blacksmith shop north of Stoney Lake His son 
Moses lasted on the south short of Loon Lake, on fats 7 and fn 
Concesion Vit of Chandos. musi Edgar, whose wife was in 
1862 the ist white woman to enter Chandos, paid $14 fo have a 
tarrel of four bronght forty-tree mls from Peterborough i 
ing: Kilome entre the tovacip In the same year and bull a 
‘nay and ia T863 he took his ful i 4 his ney si acre, 
tefore atic had been cut or even the road blazed” 

“ui prema expences ple hm 

ow famous im history, though sad and epresing in 

{hei own day. Exempliying ths group are the Burs of Burigh 
nd Chandor townships Epa fur of ot 7, Coneston I, 
Ghandow, might well have Been one of the “Tolpaddle Matty, 
fort belonged os fay of agricutval labourer in Donte 
Mulvany tells hi tory 
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Inboure, i may be here mentioned hat Me Bart had worked year afer 
ear, early and lt, in Dorsetshire, fo te sam of six shins sting 
pox week, and “ound hinwel” out ofthat! In 1838 Me, Burt mared 
‘may be imagined that witha young and ineeasing fay, ina cone 
ty where labour commands the ptance of six shilngs per week, it 
vs almost life-and-death struggle to Beep the wel rom the or. Bat 
then his son Charles grew up suficienty to aes his father, they, t0- 
ether, by working overtime and pacing the mos rigid economy, 
Sved over tee hundeed dollars ia money, and eae to Canada in June 
102. 

Having decided to stein Durch, they cari their ene store 
‘ofthis worl’: goods on their backs from Peterborough, instant 
4 food supply, the later being renewed from time to tine inthe same 
tanner tl Ind ws ceatod and the new clearing gave forth 8 crop. 
‘This journey rogired several da of bd tramping at thst time, varied 
by nig bivouaes inthe forest oF open eld... Witoot fllosng MF. 
[Burs varied and tying experince, sfc to say that he subsequeny 
removed to Chandos, where he now resides im comfort and inde- 
pendence after pang 4 Mine of rugged expences la bate 
Serie poverty Sod unpropition fortune. 


A result of isolation in the early days was the growth of revivalist 
secs and campemeetings. Well-known a these were Thomas Robin: 
Son and his wife, who heved out a home in the wilderness in 1820, 
Setting on lot 15, Concession VII of Smith Township. They were 
‘old-time Methodists, widely recognized as fine singers, and, we are 
informe: 

‘were he Indes in prayer and sons at th god oldashioned othodo 
ackwoods meetings. Mrs. Robinson was also eclebrated physcan 
nd midwife, doing all, however, without remuneration or reward save 
‘what a clear consclence and delight im ding good to her flows ever 
‘uri to har he. Te was quite a common ting fr hee to go dances 
‘ot thiny miles on horseback inthe lsh, trough storms and forbidding 
ove aros river ad merase, 1 render aid to the ick; and many 
ff the moet sturdy yeomanry of Peterborough and Victor Counties 
‘rere weed into blag under Mrs, Robinson's care? 


Organized religious life slowly penetrated into the rear setle- 
sents, Members ofthe Church of England were frequently aided 
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by well-to-do fiends inthe Old Land when they sought to establish 
parish churches inthe Neve; bu sell-denying missionaries provided 
{ar church's first contact with many seers inthe Treat Valley. 
In Seymour Township members of the Church of England were 
‘numefous and infloentia, but the preter nomber of them became 
‘Methodists from the lack of Anglian faites for worship. When 
(Carist Church was founded in Campbllford it was the only Church 
ff England in Seymour, and the MacHenry family provided a 
log house forthe clergyman; but at that time the Methodists had 
cit churches in Seymour.’ The Langtoas describe in some detail, 
tho establishment of the Chureh of England inthe Sturgeon Lake 
‘egion. The erection ofthe church at Fenelon Falls was due tothe 
[Eingtons and the Dunsfrds, and aso to James Walls, a man who 
‘established grist and saw mills there and greatly developed the 
‘tlement 

“The Roman Catholic Church sent is priests into the wilderness 
wherever parsioners were settled, Patrick Scott, founder of the 
Scott Stlement in Chandos Township joined with Michael O'Brien 
in the eighton-sitios in erecting on let 8, Concession XM, the only 
‘Roman Catholic church inthe township. Fathers O'Conne, Lynch, 
land Keating were the earliest priests 9 minister tothe parish. We 
hae, however, no detailed records of early Roman Cathelis penc- 
tration into the Valley ofthe Trent. 

"The cheapness and potency of badly mado whiskey created 
many a problem in this a in other eeplons. But temperance s0- 
cleties were soon diligent in every district and although the peace: 
loving and sober were often disturbed bythe riotovs and drenken, 
the worst conditions were gradually alleviated. This was sometimes 
bffested —as in Ennismore village by rising the taver's licence 
to $600 oF more, with the result that the townships inhabitants 
were to a large extent deprived of strong drink. The dsgraetul 
Flos on the Twelfth of July, and other occasions of Catholic Pro- 
estan fond, were slays ageravate, if not caused, bythe super- 
labundance of whiskey a twenty:five cents gollon--of less, Some 
localities established reputation for sobriety which was considered 
fan inducement to setlers. Among these was Harvey Town 
‘which Tone granted no liquor licences. 


‘The settlement of Haliburton, occurring as it did in the late 
“aie and early ‘sites, was quit diferent from that ofthe longer- 











‘ated reios 10 the south Stanhope Township reed some ot 
theft ster, Tsao Hunter avd in 1855, and O- A. Mason 
H"The Point” in Boskung (or Doshonk) in 1859. These and 
Cie ld sao, with heir strange sory and yar, gave a petal 
fvour to te Lake Onshonkfegion. Harton vilage ws is 
thr Tand in the carly “sty, but by T86S the fore bog to 
Cisapeae fom the chet set a soe twenty ates was a least 
panlly claed. CR. Stewart, Manager of the Canadian Land 
‘ompaty and he fist eer om Head Eke, became a welt kw 
figurine setement, and his ron had sor in th vilage. Adam 
Gert ster purchased the store, and ran a boarding howe at 
Sell Samuel Picket opened a tavern Stes win 2 rads of 
ity mies came to Haliburton village to buy and sl to 0 on 3 
fore and perchance toattend shure C.R. Stewart it Brought 
it hc eal in a punt tices werk; but postal srvios were more 
frequentand te population greser wen the Vita allway 
fabed ito the sepcn a far‘ Halston vilag, inthe yea 
Tens to 1878. Stuart also erected 4 small wooden church sitcen 
tex by twenty-four, ad the fst services were fea by Sarveyor 
Michere as t0on a larger edie designed by John Belcher 
of Peerorough, to which the widow of ine Halfton (ator 
Sam Seka scrector ofthe Land Conpany) contributed an 
gan Before that, Dr Peake, nonysrtived fons Eagan ed the 
or wih an accordon mounted on a frame and rn” with a 
ftedle Hi repertoire combed” of two tunes—"The Evening 
Hymn” and “Meh ofthe Men of Hates" bt bot were wie 
Beene amano publ and te secon of 
Soom after te formation of Halston County in 18742 rsh to 
‘Western Canada and the United Stats gan, tad abot toa 
hd sels kt for Dats, Manto, andthe Now West Ter 
{orca ‘The more well4o-d0 sinply abandoned ee farm ste 
{nents sling only ther Hvestck o pay thelr way westward The 
tos of popuon was onl temporary: but many of te now comers 
found Conditions harsh, and they 400ndepenerted to rich an ex 
tent that some of thom had tbe induced by government aid to 
thot to more favoed lane “A farteaching ply for he man, 
fgement of thi replon” reports the Tren! Watershed Survey of 
1512 wh rerenct to tone wo occupied fas bf for Sx 
ing ced conditions, "mst include a plan forthe removal of 
{EE degenerang population”: Hardly ten per eet of the thc 
five township nod in tho survey had lr hala. centry, ben 














cleared for farm purposes. ‘The population of this district in the 
fret dacade ofthe century had decreased hifteen per cent, or three 
times as much as dhe rural population ofthe whole province. The 
‘Survey taces the pattern f0F ws 


“Time and agin, following a spar road it would be found ending in a 
emote pocket of soil which fad once been fret outa pod fa 
Tand, bat wbich ha, afte al, bee Sally abandoned. Along the earlier 
‘colonization highwa}s one finds long sttches unseted to-day and with 
fo signs of any former occupation beyond the mute testimony of net 
pits of tones or oerasonal ormamentl o fut wees Thee not 3 
ingle township but has is quot of soch examples.» Often thee 
Sandoned farms ae among the best inthe setdemet, But dee owners 
‘ould not continue geting a mete subsistence despite their best eons 
Instances wore met where Ube owner had singly let his farm, often 
‘nth buildings above the average, unable to nds purchaser! 


“Te tovashpe tothe south of the lakes ofthe Treat sytem, 
wsvly good agriclral land, were omited from the Survey. Of 
Ihe ots the fein Hastings County Lake, Faraday, Limerick, 
‘Tandon, and Wollaston had twice ss many abandoned far std 
forsulein 1912 shad ten township n Haliburton, nd thre tines 
!Simany a bad sx townships in Peterborough. The toa forthe 
ihe cdunies was one hundred snd ninety four farms comprising 
1085 acres, and they were offered for se for three yan back 
tines aggregating $3,178.29, ora the rate of less than a coms 
per ace pr eur, The presence of mental and physical defectives 
[hate general socal generac) in some of thee regions were ll 
Pee of # nated hana ca the mle stain coding 
Tote Survey, sis but another example of past misgundl or rather 
inguded occupancy of townships which shuld ver have Been 
{inown open for setlement, and of the lack of appreciation by 
‘Govemmeat of is obvious Stes” 








Early transportation and communication in the Trent Valley 
was primitive, Each disriet slowly developed its road, feres, 
bridges, and steamships from makeshift beginnings A few ex: 
amples, proceeding from “the fron” to “the backwoods", will 
Jndcate the general end. The Port Hope-Rice Lake portage tail 
ater fom Indian days, but the route followed by'the earliest 
eters was usually northward from Cobourg to Claverton (Gore's 


west 





Landing) or Sully (Harwood), on Rice Lake, whence water tran 
port war avallable serors the ie and up the Oronaoe, tn the 
any thirties a steamboat was running over th routs & service 
{hat was shordy extended t Healey’ Falls onthe Trey aod th 
Cleghorn and Weller stageines continued the communication to 
Cobourg 

"Though posibly not the fst over the route northward from 
Port Hope, Barnabas Bleicher stagetine wat an early and we 
known one Betcher's Tavern was ttc mits nord of Port Hope, 
{he nucleus of a anal selene Tate called Dale In the ores 
Blstchers sonindaw, ‘Thomas Basland, became’ popritor and 
extended the ageline. Easland contin the erage of mall 
Bobcaygeon, Chemong Laks, end Lakes snd in the ‘nis 9 
over the Burleigh Road to Apsley and Cheddar, sty mils from 
Peterboroaghe 

“he fist pst ole in Bulgh Township was called Burligh, 
a setiemen! four miles south of Apsley which has long been 
Sandoned andi now hardy 2 metiory, Later post fess were 
Sstablshed at Haulin and at John Helmer's Hotel st Barlsigh 
Fils. Tn a period when ‘lation wat hard 10 eat, the oral 
postmen wats popular if overworked ofa nde was ce 
here welome ior, The fist post ofr in Aspodel Tow 
Ship, writes C.P. Malvany, 
et Lept by Thomas Waller on his farm neat what snow the wile 
[H Weancad; was opened about 1637-38, The second wan that 
‘pened t Norwood by Tames Fey. The ist mal caer war 8 man 
timed Joseph Honey who ved fa Pettorogh and who, a cd 
{Ste stl Ing sys, "was am icin snd 8 Qvaer”—ely an od 
‘Sinan He wed to cary the mal which wos cally not very 
Baily, on tonne ence wick rom Peetbrough to Walkers fam 
tad to Poof tence svih aout Trane . Watwort fo 
ortumterand Couny.* 


During the cholera epidemic of 1832 some regions went for 
months ‘without mal, ‘This was parioularly trying to fami 
‘Separated because ofthe exigencies of pioneting: Joseph Ford, 2 
Wiitshire weaver, Ie his wife with fends in Prosont while be 
‘went on {0 Peterborough to seck work at his trade. Finding no 
‘demand for weavers of fine broadcloth, he hired out to “Tog vp.” 
“raring nothing from him, hs wife Became anxious and borrowed 
money to proceed to Peterborough. Malvany tells the soy 











‘ay chance he happened [to be] a the dock wen the ide steamer which 
Cired ber from Ree Lake hove la sight—aneveat which was looked 
pon at a Bappy omen of the fare. BY dat of warning wl Me. 
Ford soa saved sulicieat money to purchase a Toom fr himself, and 
ith is be worked eal and ate for may years in is strugale — had, 
tut soscesful i the end—to rear and edvcate a family of five sons 
faa two dauphin. 


‘Tavern-keopers provided an essential service by “putting up" 
traveler and incoming seers a5 they laboriously nade their way 
{no the rear townships. Peter Phelan ad the fist tavern in But- 
leigh, ree miles south of Apsley, in the ealy ‘sites. The details 
‘we have about McCaule’s Hote, midway between Burleigh Falls 
and Apsley, may be taken as typical. Erected in 1863 by Edward 
‘Sanderson (betler known as "Britania Ned”) who fought with 
the Union forces in the American Civil Wa, it was a log sructare 
of one and one-alf storeys in which Sandersoa's daughter Sarah 
Sane was born—the fist white child in the towaship. Mulvany 
‘eseribes i hus: 


In he carly days of the setement this house often gave sheer to as 
any a sty persons ina singe night the proprietor having to sit wp 
‘night to Keo s fe going to warm his guests. ght miles west and 
fic miles ext ofthe Burleigh Road at dhs point the county 1s eatiely 
‘ninhbited and isa "wolf ange,” 2 called on acouat of te numerous 
‘endef wolves that roam through the unbroken fore, making aight 
hideous with tele howling; wile along the road to the north for 
‘vera mils the fad 5 rough and meuntaiows, sparse covered with 
fry pines which tower away up into the heaven like so many sip 
nasi. Thousands of thre dry tees meet the ees, reminding one of 
Sppwachiag the barboars of Portsmouth ot Liverpool... - Browa's 
Tals a shore distance not, situated apon Bele Cronk? cowed by 
‘bridge about one hundred feet in leg. The spot pointed out 
Teing the ple where « an named Heary Brown went ove the falls 
‘owe years ago and miraculously came out alive. The road a his pot 
‘extemely crooked, ow dipping down fto the deepest hallows and 
row ring ove the tpe ofthe highest hil. Farther on wp the creck 
te the remain of log strc, 10 by 12 fect, one siorey Bish, 
‘ected in 1662 by Chalstopher Whi, one ofthe eal sets in Bu 
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leigh 1 contained but one door, in which were bored several suger 
holes for windows 


‘The ancient carrying-places were aot infrequently surveyed into 
seule roads, as for example the Ganaraska tail, the Com: 
‘munication Read between the Otonabec and Chemong Lake, and 
the Talbot Portage between Lake Simeoe and Balsam Lake. The 
cary settlers in the Talbot River region, in following the porta 
tra were fen delayed atte Gras Rie, where a Pont ws ep 
to provide ferryage. It the punt was onthe wrong tide, the 
tee Geet eel tomoons caus tng bcos de eer deans 
snd tradition has i that one wayfarer waited two weeks, The 
terrain along the river banks was all beaver meadow! and there 
were no tres from which a fat could have been mado as 9 sabe 
suc ore fry 

“The lack of Bridges at strategic points was often disconcerting 
to neighbouring settler on opposite sides of bodies of water. In 
northern districts particularly, the bridges on colonization roads 
Were burned out atleast once a year. Where the tale warranted 
it & ferty service was set up, especially at places where spring ie 
foes warhed out the brides. After sever failures to bridge Mud 
(Chemong) and Pigeon lakes, the District Council in 1844 granted 
{£26 "forthe parpoce of building a scow and ferry bosts on Mud 
Lake, to ply from Galt's Landing in Fnnismore to Edmison’s Land- 
ing in Seith."= Three commissioners were appointed 9 control the 
ferry and obtain a ferryman, andthe ols were: 


an of horses and waggon, 154 
Spe bon, wi o wot wagon, 62. 














Yoke of oxen and vehicle, 9 
Horned catle, 3d. a head. 





Floating bridges subsequently built on both lakes were land. 
marks ofthe repion until modern times, when motor roads around 
the lakes made them unnecessary. 

"Nowhere in Canada was there more enthusiasm for rulroads 
than in the villages of Coboure and Port Hope, rivals for the 
‘Trent Valley trade. As early as 1831 Prederick Rubidge was busy 
surveying and map-making for a railway from Coboure t0 Rice 
Lake, and the original charter for the line was dated March 6. 
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1834, The Rebellion of 1837 and subsequent repercussions, how 
ver, dampened the enthusiasm for these plans; and the early 
‘charter lapsed from nonfulfment of th tems relating t the sale 
fof stock. The Guarantee Act of 1849 inaugurated an ers of tala 
building in the Canadas; and the citizens of Cobourg obtained a 
rw charter in 1852, with the ambitious plan of bridging Rice 
{Eake and proceeding to Peterborough=—svtiore town counell Was 
probably wise in refusing financial support to the scheme, though 
Wing enough to accept any benef that might accrue. ‘The 
‘htzeas of Port Hope were not much behind in railway plans t0 
tap the country near Lindsay, Peterborough, and Beaverton; and 
thee railway was atleast untroubled by the Rice Lake problem 
Which eventually ended all hope of suosese forthe Cabo lie, 
‘The atfemp ofthat line to bridge the lake on insecure piers might 
have boon avoided by filing, forthe average depth over the route 
‘rom Harwood to the Tndian Village was mere seventeen fet: 
‘nut the power ofthe ice of winter and the high water of spring 
combine f9 make the use of picts impossible, and the line was 
SSbundaned before i was well under way. 

"A curious plan for rallway-bullding is deserving of mention 
Inere Because it touches upoa the wester pat ofthe Trent Valley. 
Te the proposal of Si John Smythe of Toronto, “a man supra 
grammaricam, and one possessed Of & genivs above commas”, 3s 
Be. Henry Seadding desribed him* Smythe’ ereat hobby wis 8 
railway t0 the Paci, in conection with which he brought out a 
Iithogaphed map. Dr. Scadding gives the following description 
of the project! 


1m tect of his om the subject of hi railway, he provides, in the eae 
of war with the United Stats, for stam communication between 
{ondon ia Enpand aad China andthe Eat Indes, by ‘a branch fo ron 
fon the north sie of the township of Cavan and oa the southside of 
Balsam Lake’ "I propose ths," he sys, "toon in the rear of Lake 
iron and in the ear of Lake Soperior, went miles in the itor 
‘of the country ofthe Lake aforesi; Yo unite withthe ralioad from 
Lake Supeio 9 Winnpe, a the south-west mai traing-post ofthe 
[North-West Company." 
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1k is probably unnecessary to mention that many 2 modern 
stream inthe Treat Valley bears Ite relation t0 its appearance 
‘or potentialities in the days of early setement. The River Ganar 
ska, which lows into Lake Ontario at Port Hope snot, of course, 
inthe Valley of the Trent, though it bears considerable relation to 
it because of the portage route from it mouth to Rice Lake, 
Ganaraske (or Ganaraské, 25 the French sometimes spelled it) 
‘was an Iroquois village so named from the prevalence of salmon 
fhere—"at the spawning-place.* ‘The desthction of this rivet 
valley has been Investignted and described scientifally in The 
Gandraska Watershed, 2 werk to which reference has eaier been 
mide. 

"A much smaller stream, Shelter Valley Creek which emptics into 
[Lake Ontario about ten iniles east of Cobourg, exemplies ia 
sl wy th wate of natural ours socket aos ce 
‘where inthe Trent Valley and its environs on a much grate 
[At one time considered by traveller an exceptionally beautifel 
‘ream, the Sheltor Valley Creek supported doren saw mills, grist 
rill, wool factories, carding mills, and pump factories. Tt was a 
favoured spot to fish for trout, and they are still caught, though 
in decreasing sumbers. Its banks were then well wooded, and 
Soaked up with ease the rainfall and the melting snow of spring, 
‘while is mill-dams regulated the flow. But when large-scale pro- 
Avetion by electric power drove out the smaller operators and the 
remaining forest was cleared, the banks were left to cattle and 
theep who ate off not only the grase but also rach small splines 
‘8 sprang up. The thin topsoil washed into the lake, the 
milldams broke avay, and fash foods ravaged the streambed 
‘inti its now a sory sight, fll of boulders, broken fences, and 
‘efuse—a skeleton ofits former beauty and usefulness 


Tntroductory comments to the various sections of this volume 














Belcan 
Ee ares or ie ree a 

“the Toro, Globe and Mall of Ap 21, 1886, wes Sheer Valley as an 
Sere vss 





tive reasons for document’ inclusion; bat afew remarks here will 
provide the general political setting. The Conservatives of Upper 
Canada arrogated t themselves 2 monopoly of loyalty tothe 
‘Crown, and those who challenged them were made {0 appear as 
rebels Sit John Beverley Robinson and his brother the Honour: 
Able Peter Robinson, an Exccutive and Legislative Councilor, 
‘were members ofthe “Family Compact,” and Peter Robinson, of 
‘course, i mentioned frequently inthis volume. This small group, 
SAR M. Lower puts it, "managed to keep the good things 10 
themselves"; and he’ points out that as Commisioner of Crown 
Lands, Petr Robinson was found short in his accounts and 1e- 
signed, although his brother undertook to make good the deficit? 
‘Aimang the documents in this volume are several relating to the 
‘court case arising from a tavern brawl which clearly shows that 
‘while cheers for Sir John Beverley Robiason of Bishop Stachen 
tree in order, it was obviously most unpalatable, if not seditious 
‘flees, 10 shout “Hurrah for Mackencic and’ Papineau!" This 
paticular incident, of course, i understandable, occuring 35 it 
{id near the time of the abortive Rebellion of 1837; but Upper 
Canada, prior to the coming of Durham and Elgin, was in no 
sense a democracy. As the books ofthe Strickland, te Langton, 
Mrs. Stewart, and Thomas Need show, aristocratic notions were 
Increasingly unpopular among the seers along the ‘Trent, as ia 
‘other parts of Upper Canada. 

‘The sources of the documents reproduced inthis volume are 
given in some detail in the inroction to the various Sections. 
fn general, we may say here that the Public Archives of Canada 
isthe source of large numberof documents—-some sinteen inches 
of them if messured in bulk-—found under the general ead of 
Correspondence and complaints relative tothe Trent Canal. Search 
Jn the Upper Canada Sundries led to the location of a number of 
cry letters on varios aspects of life in the region: and individual 
Stems are fom other sections ofthe Archives. Many of the maps 
reproduced in this volume are also from the Public Archives, a8 
fre numerous Hlstations and portraits, 

"The Peter Robinson documents in the Peterborough Public 
Library form a group perhaps unparalleled in value outside the 
treat archival collections. That they should have been carefully 
Saved, and have survived the exigecies of life, i a pleasing cit- 
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‘umstance amid so much careesness and so many ances 
tases 0 which documentary, sx well as printed, material are fe 
quently subjected. 

“The Ontario Bureau of Archives has been searched particlarly 
for surveyors reports and records of sir nature. A gret de 
is avalale there, in the Department of Planning and 
tment and Inthe Survey snd Mape ofc of the East Wing ofthe 
‘Ontario Pacisment Bling; and the few documents reproduced 
bore mist be taken at representative of a vast coleston of suey 
correspondance, Iss of earl sale, records of Court of Quarter 
Sessions, and variety of oer material of interest to hiorians. 
[Numerous items, doctmeatary and. illsrative, have come from 
individ, and thes, aswel those fom the public callsctions, 
te acknonledged inthe Preface. 


Every effort has been made to include inthis volume istrations 
and maps calculated to equal the documents in eomprehensiveness 
fn human interest. A considerable proportion of them have been 
located only recently, and by for the greater number are. re: 
produced forthe frst time, The istrative material fll into four 
fain divisions: maps, documents, portraits, and sketches or photo- 
raphe representations of senes ofthe 

“The maps have been chosen for several distinct purposes. The 
earliest indieate a defective knowledge ofthe Trent system, but are 
of particular vale for their Indian or French place-name and, 19 
ome instances, forthe carrying places they show Later maps, 
Sections of which are reproduced, show township boundaries, early 
fetlements, and Trent Canal developments. Several of these maps 
fre reprodiced forthe fist time 

“The documents selected for illustrative purposes are from the 
Peter Robinson Papers and from the archival collections as well 
fs few from other sources. Allof them Rave some special value 
OF terest, though consideration, of course, had to be given to 
their readability when redvced in size. AS the Peter Robinson 
‘documents have soe previously been printed, it has been thought 
‘worthwhile to reproduce an adequate selection representative of 
the more characteristic ems 

“The portraits and sketches were selected for this volume from a 
wie choice, for the Trent Valley is comparatively rich in the 
(quantity and quality of art contemporary with ts settlement 
‘Xmone others, we have the work of Anne Laagtoo, Charles Fothe 

I, Edward Caddy, the Reverend M. A. Farrar, and Caroline 














Hayward, who was the mother of Allred and Gerald Hayward, 
painters respectively of flowers and miniatures’ Anne Langton’s 
paintings and sketches provide forthe Sturgeon Lake-Fenelon Falls 
region pictorial representations of the conditions of ealy setle- 
‘ment i that part af Victoria County, a region which i otherwise 
‘ot rich in illustrative material Paul Kane, the painter of the 
Tdians ofthe Canadian West lived for most ofa year in Cobours, 
and the Editor ofthis volume has recently located six portals in 
‘lof local peopl, almost certainly done By im a that ime, which 
‘we now reproduce." Kane marred a Coboure artist in her own 

“Hartct Clench, daughter of F. S. Clench, one of the Best 
Of the early eabinetmakers*—and although most of her work does 
ot seem to have survived, we reproduce inthis volume an example 
(Of hor flower-sketches. 

‘A onetime mayor of Peterborough, the late T. H. G. Denne, 
should be accorded the appreciation of posterity for having ak: 
Sembled a fine collection of historia illustrations, the presence of 
tthich inthe Peterborough Public Library makes all the dilerence 
Yetween poverty and riches, Within i limits, the coleton com. 
pares favorably with that of John Ross Robertson inthe Toronto 
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Public Library, and is particularly valuable because ofthe fact 
that, although in many Pars of the province the Tremaine seis 
ofusrated maps andthe Belden torial atlases have aed 4 
‘eal of wef ilusraion to the recon of the pst, the 
Sunes of Peterborough, Victor, and Hallbarton, were 
fortunately, ot neuded in cher seis 
"The manvscip documeats reproduced this volume appear 
exactly they are Inthe orga but where exer in speting 
fight be taken pita ero the Eutor bat inetd sein 
Square bracket. Prlted material of an oficial autre are e- 
pnt here as Jn the originals, with two exceptions: bviows 
Printers eros have ben eomeciod. and ocasonal ages Sach 
ES perios afer coluran headings Rave been moderizad’ Ta Prt 
‘ally printed materats i has Been assumed thatthe nor 
tee of comma often exceve fo the pont of unreadabity 
Century ago—h due to the prints, not the author, and sch 
comms hive been omited; tl errors in epling and construction 
fave inno instane ben atred. The docarents fave been weeted 
to lsate se many facets sz pombe of ely Ite ln the Vay 
‘ot the Trent, and they speak Sloquenty for emssves. OF the 
st wealth of valle materia och of vale and Interest has 
fet'o be omitted, and oer documents bave ben in ome cases 
atrideds Te core ofthe volume le formed by those document 
tic rite fo the Peter Robinson emigration and tothe Trent 
‘Canal; bot he Terary abd arts production of the fahabants 
fave been dncidst i the belt eat these bet exemplify the 
Spink and culture. BY introductory notes sod Totnes, 20d by 
{hs ttouction, te Edtor has tadesvoured to elucidate these 
‘ard materials and to weld em intos compte whole that wil 
‘Serve to commemorate in sme measure the vlan pioaces of & 
table epon 
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THE VALLEY OF THE TRENT 


1, DISCOVERY OF THE TRENT VALLEY, AND ITS 
NATIVE. INHABITANTS 


v Servantnun 1615 Samuel de Champlain was atthe northern 

ult of Lake Simcoe, preparing to accompany Bis Haron alice 
‘on an expedition agin fhe Troguo. His asount of the Journey 
{Snot sliienty Stinks to indicate with ceainy whet al the 
tamryingpacs wore used to sae ines or wheber onthe other 
and, the Taian were pleased Yo show bm al thet bet hunting 
fzounds, and avoided shorccate A notable recent discovery in 
France is Champlain's map of 1616; but we reproduce here his 
tater ap of 1632, upon which the Huron country and the Valley 
othe Trem are more seri deleted, though of coun f 
ftom accurate, 

‘Not only ar Indian remains extensive inthis replon, but reeat 
<iscoverics have aoe public intrest and et off several scenic 
{xpedions. In 1954 employes of the American Nephsine Com 

any dicoveted rock carvings, or petroglyphs, four miles north 
Ul tthe cern el of Sony Lake Te Following etna and 
Interpretation of this and varios ode important lean reas 
slog the Tren as beon prepared for this weume by Keanth E 
Kid, Caatr ofthe Ethology Dvsion, Royal Ontario Mose 





Since man fst became aware of is existence several thowsinds of 
years ag, the Teent Valley has een & major tale artery between 
‘pper Lake Huron or Goorgian Bay andthe easter end of Lake Ontario, 
“The lakes and rivers which lie within bepnning with Balen Lake, 
‘continuing with Sturgeon Lake, Chemong Late, the Otonabee Rivet, 
fd Rice Lake, and ending with the Treat Rier, provided rately 
‘eny pape, in moder tines nade more etsy by te contraction of 
‘amals, Besides the facity which thee lakes and snes afforded for 
acy travel im aboriginal times, the nd im which they fy we Bihly 
Sksable, and its more northerly Tmits must have provided excelent 
hunting ad fishing for all Indon ‘ines; whe the lower or southerly 
prone were wall suited tothe notalturl methods of the ate sen 
tary peoples, Remains of Indian cceupation are exceptionally shundant 
in the northern pars of Simeoe nnd Victoria Counties aswell around 
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the Bay of Quinte where the Trent System dsembogues; and in the 
intervening terior some ofthe most unusual maifstations of abo 
‘ial occupation in the Provine of Ontario ae oe foun 

“The fst of these which ay be deserved bere ism group of rock 
‘earings located about four miles norinest ofthe eastern end of Stoney 
Lats, m Burleigh Toomshp, Peterborough Coutty. More preset they 
‘age on the eastside af Jack's Cook and about wo mis south ofa small 
body of ater elled MeGiais Lake, Rock caving, or “petoeypbs 
to use the technical term, are widely disebted in both northern and 
seutbern America, and afew are knowin Ontario, but no others of 
‘ual extent have so far bee eepoted fro this peovace* 

"The carvings in question were made upon an oblong outcropping of 
czy limestone «hundred and thi fet long and hundred and 
to fet wide, situated almost atte very edge ofthe Laurentian Shield. 
“This soft bat beanifl rock afforded the makers an Kel Toston vpon 
Which to engrave their carvings, of which there ae approximately one 
Iended: the exact aumber depends largely upon the spectatoe, for 
sve srs instinet as to be disregarded by one but to srke another 
{saute obvious. The work i 0 shallow sto be vide To most people 
‘nl in ross Tighing, ules blacked in, and was probaly done by & 
Drocss of pecking o crushing the base rock with anode stone. 

"The figres include am asortnent of doses, the meanings of some 
cof which are obvions enough sch a bine tarde, ed manlte crear 
tures; the intentions ofthe makers with regard to many of the others i 
far fom clear. Tanguaroutines might equally wel seni coniferous 
tees ora certain form of arrow point, Some ofthe anthropomorphic 
figures, ith Reads rescning a sun wih aj of gt shooting ou rom 
them, may represent des. 

Many of the earings already described corespond in greater ot 
lesser dere to some of the symbols wed by the historic Often in 
thelr irae scrolls which were ured inreret societies ofthat tbe 
(Other carvings ate sufiiendy diferent to sugsst that they may have 
‘oem done by anather people: such, for laste, at the very eaisic 
‘bear tracks. Unfortanately tis point i at presnt as obscure as all 
‘other matters connected withthe sites dts, the tribe or tes respon 
She, and the meanings, ae all quite unknown It Tikely however, 
thatthe makers were an Algonan people or peoples, thatthe carvings 
Sat the suival ofthe white man, and tat they had some relisious 
‘Senifcane, 
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“The soond prehistoric site stated inthe Treat Valley that known 
the “Serpent Mound” on Rice Lake, In actualy it & but te mont 
fpectecular of 4 uber of sna remains in the are, for Kindred 
[Mructuesenst—or di ext all century agp—on cast Sopr Ilan, 
{Camera's Pont, and athe mouth ofthe Otonabee River on the north 
‘hore of Rice Lake. Inthe light of what information i extant eoncees- 
ing thom, and in default of excavation, it seems eeasoable to bebeve 
that they all were the product of one culture. Beyond any dood, this 
‘wat an Indian eature—the ble hat the “mound bulders” were mem>- 
bers of some nonIndian race is quite unfounded—and powihy the 
Hopenell. Excavaons now under way at the Serpent Mounds will 
let up cultural allions once and for al 

"The scaled Hopewelins, who are belived on corrent evidence to 
ave fours about two thowsnd years ago and whose mest spetac- 
Jar manifestations include the biggest “serpent mound” known, de 
‘lope is Ola. Tey were an agricultural people who cultivated maize, 
teams, and squash, smoked tabacea, wore cloth for garment, tnd, 
‘eseing from a farsong commerce, made liberal and highly arise 
‘he of sich exotic materials a obsidian from the foots of the Rocke 
ie, frshorater pens from the Misisippi, sholls trom the Gl of 
Mexico, and ict sod copper from Isle Royal. The objects made from 
those eubetanoes have given te elute a pre-eminent poston on ati 
te grounds so fra aboriginal North Ameria is concemed. At preset 
the Rice Lake Indians are believed to have elonged to ths Hopewell 
Catare 

“The group refered to as the “serpent mounds” represents the co- 
cordnsted efforts of large aumber sf people, probably working over 
period of years of decades, The vble remine include alge se 
fetlne mound approximately a hundred and eghty-ve fet lose and 
‘ven fet wide, ing eatt and weston fly bigh ridge about two 
Inuned feet north of the waters of Rice Lake, on a seventy-acre pro- 
Imontory. In close proximity to tis main mound are at leat Be oer, 
fone of which, ing immediatly east af the “serpent, i pope 
refered to asthe "eo" 

Tess obvious temains include 2 village area where domestic refuse 
les many laces dep, and very considerable deposts of clam sells 
‘Wie it entely posible thatthe vilage remains are thse ofthe 
Ilders ofthe mounds, there fe eason fo suspect that the shel heaps 
erin to 2 mich eseer people; which supset that thie part of the 
"Tent Valley hasbeen favoured aunt of Indians from very ancient 
times indeed. The mounds already refered to a8 occupying scattered 
Joaation: ether on Rice Lake are believed to belons 10 the etme 
‘anfstation at the “Serpent Mound” roap. 





Any discussion of the occupation of the valley would be incomplete 
without meation of te later inhabitants, the Woquols abd the Alga 
‘iam. The former ate known fom th exeaive remains tobe foun 
‘north Victor County ad rom seatered ies ewhere, notably around 
‘he Bay of Ouinte. The Algonkians are later arial who appareatty 
fee it the eighteenth century. One branch of these, she Misbsauea, 
‘Si iababit the aca, and the well-known Indlan misionals, Peter 
Sones snd Peter Facobs, were both members of ht tribe! 





No.1 in this Section fs Champlain's account of his journey of 
1615: No.2 isa shor naraive ofa visto an omar Encoversd 
in Magers Township in 1899; and wile is probably tof on 
Stoding portance the nd ina wel ead t fant excavations 
In'hat loalty, andi included here for that reson. Tho thd 
em isa valuable statement of the tradionl Indian bor, 
‘etorod in 1908 

“Tere mich valuable information avaale as to more recent 
tistory of the Indan ntalans ofthe rgton, ter reer and 
{ston and dhs reais wth he ivading whe man, Wi he 

hem with whey inthe furseade, 

depts ke Smiths Cesk eer and 
ant appear, general, trae ad decoration withthe 
‘Stznalpropitore ofthe repon 

"Fhe raining ems nh Seton, Nox. 4,5, and 6 ae a: 
counts, by thee peopl who had the st opportnity to know, of 
Indian ie inthe period of fist stement or immediately Tse 
ater and they premnt a elabe and generally pleang reco 





1. Excenry 10M CuAMPLan’s JOURNAL OF ms JOURNEY waTH HE 
HunoNs, 1615 
[Sone de Champlain, Works, Champlain Socier edition, H. 
gsr, General dor; Volume IM, translated and edited by HH 
Lanston and. P. Ganone, pp. 58-62) 


“They set out om the eighth ofthe sd moath, and on the tenth 
feowing there was» sharp mite fot. We contin our coe toward 
the evenly and made some five to six leugoes trough these Takes" and 
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THE CHAMPLAIN MAP OF 1616 
wth an explantory note by 


Toronto 


‘THE CHAMPLAIN MAP OF 1616 


“The map in cally Facsimile which ths note sccmpanics may be 
decibel eblngsphicaly a fll 
[a Nouvelle France fact parle Se. de Champlain. 1616, (Pai 16157) 
Printed sete 53. con = 100 leagues Engrved sufoce meses 
34S 5537 ems whole sheet measucs 42 > 539 cm 





“The map was purchased by the John Cae Brown Libary in July, 1953, 
fe Ah Ran ce of Pac nh ged vig 
teen fund ina Suns Abbeville sls containing hie maps pectin 
nthe eal 1650s The volume bre upon the inte of coer Be words 
rede gepapie de 138 bes. Ex cleo Car. fe Pget Log 1708", 
Th Chal Gs rd a he a te ie 
Wing in‘is erst geographical postion. Fram Mis Mrem Fon 
Ginsttcur ex Chef da Deparment den Cares t Phos bib 
‘Nation, we lara chat the map had previly ben amit to bee 
for Sesion by 1a ats eno Para who, a owners bad 
ron perminion fora Phagrapn copy tobe ade by che Depa for 
{AS Sctons is Fancincourcosy sont us a scholarly note apn the mp 
Propel by Me fe Hen, Liana ofthe Dégatanen des Canes et Pane 
Fre soppncly unique pws acnog clas «pct frm ab 
unniel vane af the ple, It has no tile, no ogres amc and no 
‘riuhe cacng the Geen table of placename mfeenes The sale 
Tinta the right fond oundary of the mop fot led with 
fumetl aod the engravers gid ines or he table placename rlerencse 
vena been ensal am the plas Fue, thre ae mispelings and 
fn the atone of places which tall Tato would have 
‘on cory stb in any but ery ely pot. Fret Davi isa 
{ample oan creo the ft sort, wile cai" properly ated inthe 
‘New Englund arses cen more clearly dhe sty of nunca plate 
IF dc wre el he pnd se of he mp al 
te Town nthe uneven of priting fn sve ntanecs the eines 
Ate nt black but pale gy. and Inthe Geof the Indian ame “Alper 
‘esuains” atthe Ie conte of the map, sah of the Orta Ree Ss 
Tint nccrary o te 3 gle for doiphermen. Ths name i he ony ose 
Bo which Band with iu in or fos 
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‘The Si Lawrence Basin [Nowa Seta end New England 





[The Lost Map of 1608] (See ———— deseripsion des cots «dea 
Les Voyoges, 132, BE 1 Chap mele fc 1G. (Ms 
‘er Vil poge $1) inthe Library of Ganges Cn 


Works, Champlin Seer &, 
TT] Pati, Pte LOK 





“Cane gegaphique de la - Champlain's ms 
‘Nouele Fane son vniy | exponton of 161 
nein” in Les Voyage, | presumptive) 

8, ae 

‘Cate eogrphique dela Now —-— [LA NOUVELLE FRANCE) 

wile Fanuc fit an 1612 FAICT PARLE. SR DE 

In es Voyages, 161, CHAMPLAIN. 1616 





Comte dea nouvelle Fane, augment. 
in Les Voyages 1582 


‘Adele yo se map ys rn iter food in Iago Man, 
‘A Rovtew of Early Conga, NoMa y Lev Bago, Soca, 
{oot pops tsoe 


Lawns ©. Weert 


‘The John Cate Brown Libary 
Provides Rede land 


Sep 1956 


tense the savages cased their canoes over land about ten leagus, 
fod we came upon anther lake from sx to seven leagues i length end 
‘ree ia breadth. From here ses a river which makes te dachnge 
{nto the great Lake of the Onondagas Having crossed this ake we 
psed 8 rapid snd followed the couse ofthe said sve, downstream 
tinal some sisty-fout leagues, to what sto entrance ofthe sald 
Take of the Onondaga, and on our way we portage round fe rapid, 
some fos fou to hve ieagucs in lng We ssp passed though several 
lites of very considerable im! a i ikewte the sad river which pases 
through them, and which abounds greatly in god fh es certain thst 
alls country very fine and of pleasing character. Along the shores 
‘one woul thik the Wes had been planted fr ornament in ox places. 
‘Moreover ll these epons in ime past were inhabited by saraps, who 
thine since been compelled to abandon them tof fear of their enemies 
‘Vines and walnut-ees grow therein great guamty. Grapes here come 
to macury, bat there remains always 8 very punEeDt acidity which owe 
fess inthe thot afer eating many of them. This proceeds from lack 
of culation. The dared portion of thse reponse quite pleasnt 
Hunting deer and bari common here, and for the sake ofthe experi 
ace we had hunt andeaptred quite a good number a we jouroeyed 
‘down. To do this four orfve hundred savages placed themes inline 
in te woods, unt they enced cern points which jt out into the 
Fiver then marching in thelr order with bow and arrow in tele hands, 
Shouting and makings great aie to rghen the animal, they keep 00 
‘unt they come to the end ofthe point In ths way all he smal hat 
st betwesn the poin andthe hunters are compli to throw themes 
fnto the water, unless they passthrough the Tine at he mery of the 
rows which ae shot at them by the hunters. Meanwhile the savages 
Posed in the canoes, ranged on purpose along the edge ofthe shot, 
ly dro neat the stags apd other animals, busted and bared and 
‘ery terted. Then the tuners Kill hem easily with sword Hades fst 
red to the end of a sk ike Hall-pke and i ths way Wey do thee 
humting, a aio ke manne onthe sands, where there mach me. 
Tieok speclla pleasure in watching them hunt fm this manner, noting 
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‘hei ski, Many animals were kled by arquebur-shots,at which they 
‘sere pealyasoniched: but unfortunately happened hat io aing 
Casta, a savage came inadvertently inthe ine of ire and was wounded 
by hot, having ao ies of roe thing, ae may be supposed. A this 9 
‘bret clamiour arose among then, which nevertheless stbsided upon the 
bit of some presets othe wounded man, which & the ordinary method 
‘of allaying ad ending qurels incase the wounded man dey, the pres 
ent and its are made ois ration. Aso pame, eis in gre abne 
“dance in is season. There ae alo many cranes a white ara, and 
‘other kinds of birds resembling those of France. 

‘We went by short stages as fr asthe shores of the lake ofthe Once 
agus, hunting continually as mentioned above, and when we reached 
1 we eosed atone end, thst pointing eatwar, which the etre 
16 the great river Saint Lavrene, in latte fory-thre degrees, and 
Jn this erosing are five very large sands. We paddled some fourteen 
leagues in order t0 croc 19 the south ade ot the lake, towards the 
enemys county 





2, Tsou Bunt Prt, Maxvans Towns 
[Leer of 7H," Cobourg Sta, June 19, 1839] 


Having leaned that a number of Indian skeletons had been aci- 
ently dscovered in the Township of Manvers,eusity induced me 
te accompany two fiends in Cavan ov 2 visit wo the spot 

‘On the apex of a conical hil of considerable ight, covered with 
brand tiber of ordinary 25, we diacovered pit about 14 or 15 feet 
in diameter, surounded by a circular embankment formed by earth 
‘rows cut atthe time ofthe interment; on the west side was © gap 
fof with sufcent to adit two persons passing abreast 

‘The mass of bones was igh) covered with black moold and lege 
‘ut stones, and aboot 3 feet below the Yop ofthe embankment, From 
‘he cente of the pit grow a Basswood tee, which on being hal cut 
‘rough and is concentc rings counted, proved to be 130 year ol 
[A Beech growing onthe top of the enbunknent,smlaly cu, showed 
150 rings or yeas. Forty or ity salls snd 1 heap of eter bones had 
‘een exhumed previous to our ete 

‘Aarons to aucertain the deph, we directed the pit stone pat to be 
‘aug to the bottom and found i about fet from the top of the bask, 
‘We estimated tha one-fourth ofthe are had been dup. and fing it 
eld at least 150 sul, infeed that $00 oF 600 bodies had been 
‘epost, The skulls and larger bones ia the upper stata were soond 
fant peret, those inthe lower, a8 might he expected, more decayed, 


Inthe conformation ofthe skulls 3 remarkable uniformity preile: 
te faci angle cloe—foreheadnartom-posteror part wide and 
heawj—the ocipal protuberance lage and the cheek bones wide 
‘and high; many of them indicated gest age, butte majority were those 
‘tsajets betwen 18 ad 305i statue they didnot appr o exceed 
the average of Europeans 

‘Notwithstanding the sictest search, only two of thee bones of @ 
<tild Were found, and’ none which could be decidedly proaounced 
female, Pwo skulls were picked wp, sparen injured daring ie 
11s worthy of remark that the tet et (and in a great properton the 
set vas complete) were perfec sound and fee from caries during fe 

'No ros of walle Weapons or ornaments were found. Tt was ev 
‘ent tat the bodes had onainaly formed 2 mound above the surface, 
fad been protected from the depredations of animals by Irae 
Hogs. No lke or river of any sz within several mes ofthe spot, 
trish appers to have ben selected frit abrupt clevations. On review 
Ing the appearances of this vat and sequestered. Charal house we 
ventured fo conctare that they Had fallen in s aude fought ia the 
Wisnty and been conveyed 10 that place for interment, thrown ia 
Promizcuoly, and probably i a tte of mods. The date exot be 
far, if any, short of two centuries ago, Bot i any of your corespondents 
eter versed in the history of aboriginal anges can throw any Light 
fn the probable origin of this remarkable grave, it would be especially 
‘ratifying to the hundseds who have boon led by culty to vit i 





3. Tue Comane oF THE Misassicast 
Prepared by J. Hampden Burnham, Bay, Peteeborough 
{Onmario Historical Society, Papers and Records, 1905] 


Paudath son of Paudash, sn of Cheneebeesh, son of Gemoaghrenase, 
{othe Ontario Historia Socket: 
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sags respecting thsi present pace of setlement in Ontario and the 
migration which led them thither, No word of what I amy aboxt to = 
Js come from eeading, or in any other way than fsom the mouth of 
Paudish, my father, who ded, apd seventyive, in the year 1893, the 
last hreitary chit ofthe tie of Missngi, stated at Rice Lake, 
and from the mouth of Cheaesbeesh, my grandfather, who died in 
186, atthe age of 104, the lst Sachem, oe Head Chie, of all the 
Musiisapas, who in wen had leaned, according to the Inlian custom, 
‘what Gemoaghpenasse, his fate, bad eard rom hs father, and 
fon Tam glad forthe sake ofthe memory of te Misissagns, who were 
vay loyal tothe great King, to ear of this revival of intrest i the 
Mistsapis, who do aot sppear in history or inthe cords of this 
‘country as mac as they deserve from the portance of thir deeds i 
‘rar and of ther efforts to preserve peace and good-will towards the 
eat King. Inthe fist place, as you would Know, th Algoains, who 
Include te Missagas, Inhabited the great northern portion of this 
continent, excepting tho small part which the Iroquois, Ue deadly 
enemies inhabited on the southern shore of the Lake Ontario: wile 
fr tothe south dele the Moskokess. The Misssapas were #0 named 
because they seed on a ier on the sort shore of Lake Huron, boot 
oventy mies fom Sel te Maris, the word Missaga meaning sve: 
tt they were Shawnee, part ofthe great Ojibwa tribe, of which the 
ord Chippeway isa coruption. In what is ow the Ohio Valley, the 
‘Sbawnees dele in peace and power tll such time as their sachems 
became disturbed and divided by part strife. One party thereupon went 
‘north through the country ofthe Michigans, and erosed into Canada, 
st Howeetng, now known Sault Ste. Marie, ting down on the 
or shore of Lake Huron. Not many years after the arival of the 
‘Misisapas, te rogue, represented by tet che tribe, the Mobawvks, 
fame north across the Lake Ontario and mascacod the Huron, por: 
Sessing themselves of ther huting-grounds. Coming ito contact with 
the Micscape, the Mohawks mastacred small partes of them, and 
endeavored to drive them of Tt being a mater of fife od death to the 
Misisags, they eld reat councl of war, and decided o attack the 
Motawhs, and, if posible, to dive them away. A party af Mohawks 
‘was entenced al sn bland in lower Georgan Bay, sferwars known 
{+ Pequatkoondebamins or the Tan of Sle. The Missiapae ure 
rounded and made great siughtr of tem, the sland taking Hs mame 
from this circumstance The emsindsr ofthe Mohawks were compelled 
to ret eventually, but beng a etee and wake tbe they resisted 
Stubtomly: The Micsiasus then advanced up what Is sow the Severn 
River to Shunyung. or Lake Simcoe, stopping at Machickaing, which 


cans Fi Fence, a the narrows between Lake Simcoe and Lake Cov- 
‘hich in order to get supply of food. Pants ofthe fence remain to 
‘his day. There they feceved feaforcemets, and makiag preparations 
{or 4 campeign, divided ino two pars. The main body proceed 
along the portage, ow ealed Portage Road, fo Balsa Lake; the oer 
purty went south t0 Toronto. After various skirmishes the Motus 
foatinued their reat down the valley af the Otonabee, o¢ Treat, 10 
whee they were sted ia nuerous vies along the River Otome, 
nd on Rice Lake. They made their int real stand at Noqojivanon, 
‘ich was the original name of the town of Peterborough meaning he 
place at te end ofthe rapids; Katchowanook, above the peseat vlage 
ff Lakeflld, meaning the bepnning of the rapids, A sharp skicmish 
took place hore upon what is now known ae Cemetery Poin, the 
‘Mohawks being worsted and reweating farther down te ive, making, 
however, a deteined stand a the mouth af the ier, wile the Mis- 
aga encamped at Onigon, now kaowa as Campbaltown: the word 
COninon meaning ia Misisag, the pulig-op of saker’ cause the 
‘Missa, coming oo closely upon the entrenched Mohs, a they 
{ound when they had made tei encampment, pulled up tee stakes 
fn strated farther up the river After great preparation, an attack 
‘ras made bythe Misusgas, both by land nd water, and the Mohawks 
tree driven after abate, in which no les than one thowand warrior: 
Ines slain, down Rive Lake to whit is now known a: Roche’ Point 
‘Great quantes of Bones and Mint arroeads are found tthe ste of 
this bate, evento this day. At Roche's Point thre was a Mohawk 
tiloge, ja Cont of the former site of whichis x mound inthe shape of 
{tecrpen, and having four smaller mounds about shea and body a 
Ihe forms of tures. These mounds are a pictorial represeatation of 
‘Mhaw totems placed thereby the Misisagis in memory ofthe cout 
rence and ofthe Mohawks. Tc has ben supposed by some o mean more 
han thi, bot my father has so sated i 

“The Mohawks foupht wel, but the Misiuagas were jas a good. 
[An ntack ving been made spon ti village the Mota were com: 
pelle once more to reveat, Tae Mobnwks then fe to Quepeging, oF 
Cameroa's Polat, at the foot of Rice Lake, where great numbers of 
‘weapons and tones have slace been found, and were again Bercly 
{tseked bythe Minisaza, who compelled them to beat a further re- 
tect down the river to. Onigaming, the famous carsing-place, where 
‘he Murray Canal now &, being the portage actos from Lake Ontario 
Jo the Bay of Quine, and from there into thele own country. The 
‘Misisagns rested at Onigaming, and wated forthe detachment from 
‘Toronto to join then. Before pursuing the main body of the Mohawks 





fortes afer the tack at Cameron's Point, party of the Misssagas 
‘eat up country oa lake called Chuncl,. ia Mado, north of Treaten, 
‘uber a party of Mobawis dvelt, and wiped thom out, The lke being 
Smal the sh fed om human fest and became very savage, so much 
tht the Indian came to hold them in esd, 

being Known thatthe Troques would never rest unt they should 
return snd aac the Miisagas, and, perhaps, at « dsadvantage to 
the Mintisapay the latter decided to advance aint the Mohawks 
tnd the Foquois generally, beyood the Great Lake, They came upon 
thea at their fort onthe Mobawk Rivet, and laid sige fo ke Afer 8 
long tine te Matava, who rested with great bravery, tnt ot O90 
‘old ment of peace could not be made, i being 2 pty tha two brave 
fneasics should Apt il both were upon the point of extermination. Tt 
teas evident, however, that thee could be no certainty of peace fo the 
Tune, sac the Hoque, aswell asthe Msisagay' children, would 
uray ake up the qual and continu i. It was decided by teat, 
therfore, thatthe chien of the Mohawk and Misisaga warriors 
soul be given and taken in intermarigs, and in this way peace was 
‘sured for the future. The Missisagas then returoed, and seing that 
the land conquered by them frm the Mohawks, who had dsposesed 
‘he Huron, was fl of game adam exellent huing-round, they came 
‘down from Lake Haron and sete permanent ithe vale of the 
‘Otonabee, or Trent, and along the St Lawrence, s far east as Brock- 
ile. They thus extended from Lake Haron to Brockvil, i the east, 
nd in the west, where the Credit Tndlans live, a tbe ofthe same race, 
from ‘Toronto to Lake Ese. The Beitsh Ooverameat subsequeatly 
recognized the cams of the Misssagas to this country, and the eastern 
rade were estbered together st Nanabojon, or Hinwathae* on Ris 
Lae; at Chemong, near Peterborough; and at Scugog, neat Port Per. 
inwatha isnot Missa the Msiaga name for Rice Lake being 
Pamadosgdavyong, meaning Lake of Plane, fom the fc that when the 
Missaane rt came down t0 the mouth of the Tver, the routers 
shore of Rice Lake opposite appeared tobe Bat since it ad been cleared 
of forest, being the corm-elds ofthe Mohawks. Chemoag i « coerup- 
tion of Oskigmong, nd refers tothe bout®** shape ofthe lake. Scugte 
‘means shallow water 

"Aer the gre war ofthe American Revoaton, the Mohawks, ho 
dna been ales ofthe Brits, and for that reason had had to leave the 
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‘United States, ame over to Canada and sek the Missapa 0 allow 
them to sel a Grand River andthe Bay of Quite. The Beiish Gov- 
trnmnenboupht both reservations forthe Moliwks from thir alles — 
the Missagas—and seted them there as they desired. 

in closing my remarks T would like to call your attention tthe 
Indians at Moose Poiat on Georgan Bay. Last wine ay son and T 
tree at Parry Sound, where we met some of the Indians dwelling at 
‘Moose Pin, who tad war medals bt no Isp or anny. These Indians 
tre the descendants of those who came with Tecumseh and afterwards 
{id not dae go back. Yam sure that If thir case was resented to the 
‘Government they would get ether land or snnuity like ouseles 

solemnly dena this to be the ration ofthe Missa, a given 
ime by word of moath by my father, Pah, and by my grander 
Cheneebesh 


Declared before me st Petesor | (Si) CHIEF ROBT. PAUDASH, 


‘ove this 28th day of May, Chiat of the Misisagas 
Too, st Pamadispodoyong 
(SL) HAMPDEN BURNHAM, | Ako (Sd) 
‘A Commissioner, ete. JOHNSON PAUDASHL! 
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4. A Sorruan’s hepmassions oF rn IxoUNS 


[catarne P. Trail, The Backwoods of Canada: Being Later fom 
the Wile of an Emigrant Otcer,Itative of the Domestic Economy 
(of British Amerien (London, 1836), pp. 162-70) 


‘The Indians are very sucesfl in thei duck-shootng: they Al a 
canoe with green boughs 50 that it resembles a soet of Hating land 
beneath the cover of thew boughs they seman concealed, and ar 
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rinsing with mischievous pee at his mother’s bad Englsh and my pet- 
Pen at not Being able to understand her sgn. In spite of hs exes 
‘sfomty he seme to poses bo iacomsiderable share o nity, sing 
with great saisfacion at hit face inthe Tooking-las, When T asked 
Is name be replied, Indian name Magoin, but Engh aanc Miter 
Walker, very good man’ this was the person he was eae fe, 

"Thee Indians are srupulou ia thelr abervance of the Sabbath and 
Stow great reluctance to having any dealings in the way of trading ot 
Punbing thir usual avocatons of umting or fing om that dy 

“The Young Indians are very expert inthe use of tong bow, with 
wooden arows, rather heavy and blust at the end. Maguin id be 
ould shoot ducks and stall bids with hi arrows, but should think 
thoy were not calelted to reach objects at any pest diane, a5 tey 
appeated very hea. 

"Tis swet to hear the Indians singing thelr hymns of Sunday 
night tele Ach soft voices sig in the still evening ai T have often 
Tenet tis ite che palin the Lord's ame in the smplisty and 
fervour of thse hear and have felt it wae reproach tht these poor 
halted wanderers shold lone be found to grber together #0 
‘ve glory w God inthe wilderness. 

Twat much pleased with the simple plety of ur fend the hunter 
Pets equa, 8 Mow, earthy maton, of most aminble exprenon 
We were faking ob fea when she vol opened the door and looked 
in; an encouraging smile inducod her to ener, and depositing 8 brown 
‘pow (Indian for baby ot litle cd) of the ground, she gazed 
round with curoity and delight in er eyes. We eflred ee some tea 
find bresd, motioning to ber to take a vacant set texide the table. 
Ste seemed pleased by the invitation, and deaing her Bile one thet 
nee, poured some tea into a saucer and gave i 10 the child to dink 
She ate very moderately, and when she had Bashe, rose, and, wrap 
ing her fce inthe folds of her blanket, best down her head om her 
Tress he atti of prayer. This le act of devotion was performed 
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without the sighest appearance of pharishcal display, bat in snge- 
‘oss and sinplicy of heat. She then tanked vs with face beaming 
‘vith Ses and good humour; and taking Utle Rachel by the bands, 
throw her over her shoulder with pecs slight that I feared weuld 
Sshocate the tender thing's ars, bot the papouse seemed well aiid 
‘vith this mode of treatment 

Tong journeys the children ae placed ia upright baskets of 
pect fort, which are fastened round the necks ofthe mothers by 
Stas of der-skin; but she young infant i swathed 10 a ort of Sat 
cradle, secured with flexible hops, to prevent from filing out. To 
These machines they ate strapped, 20 as to be unable to move a limb. 
Mach fiery is alten displayed in the outer covering and the bandages 
‘that confine the papoose. 

“Ther ea sling attached to this eae that passes over the squaw's 
ek, the back ofthe babe being placed to the ack ofthe mother, and 
‘ace outward, The fst thing & squaw does on entering a hows & 19 
release heel frm hr burden, an sick sup agaist he wal r chat, 
hest or anything tht wil support where the passive peisonee stands, 
ooking not unlike mummy i seas. T have seen the picture of the 
‘Viggia and Cid in some of the old iluminated miss, noc une the 
Sgure ofa papowse in is swaddling-othes 

"The squats are most alectonate to their ite ones. Geateness and 
good humour appear distinguishing tats inthe tempers of the fenale 
ndians; whether this be natural to their characte inthe savage state, 
oF the softening effects of Chistes, T cannot determine. Certaialy 
‘no istance dows the Christan religion appear more lovely than when, 
untainted bythe doubts and intel of modern seeps, is dsplayed 
in the conduct ofthe reclined Indi breaking down the stomp-hols 
of ilatry and natural ev and bringing forth the fut of holiness and 
‘morality: They may be sid to zesive the truths ofthe Gospel a¢ He 
hide, with simplicity of heat nd unclowded faith 

"The squsws are very ingenious in many of their handiworks, We 
find tee breh-bark baskets very conveiet fora number of purposes. 
My brea-basket,knifetray, soparuskt areal of this humble material. 
When ormamented and ought in pater with dyed quills, T can 
anwore yor they ate by no metas imegaat They menaacire Vee 
of birch-bark so well that they ill serve for many useful household 
Durposs, suchas holding water, mi, broth, or any oer igi they 
[re sewm or rather sched tether withthe tough one of the tamarack 
‘oF larch, or ele with steps af cedar-bark. They alo weave very uefa 
torts of haskets from the inner rind of the bast-mood and white ah, 
Some of these baskets, ofa coarse kind, are made wse of for gathering 
up petatocs, Indlan corn, o trips; the seers Sadi them very good 


ubstiuts for the ober baskets ied for such purposes in the old 
‘county. 

"The Indians ae sequsintd witha varity of dyes, with which they 
stain te more elegant fancy-barkets sod porcine. Ose pasiout 
' omamented with several very prety specimens oftheir ingenuity in 
this way, which answer the purpose of note and letercass, Nowe 
ands nd work-baskets. 

“They appear to valve the wef rather more highly than the merely 
lomamental ates that you may exhibit them. They ae ver shrew 
Sd clove al thee bargains, and exits surplsing dgice of eauton 
in their destngs. The men are mch lw dieu o trade with than the 
‘women; they display a singular pertinacity in some instances, 1 they 
ave aed thelr mind anyone tle dey wil come to you ay after 
(iy, refsng any other you may ole thle noice. One of the suas 
fallin love witha gry shits dressing gown belonging to my husband, 
‘nd though I resolutely rene to prt witha he sgoaws in the wi 
tram by tus came fo lok at gown’, which they pronounced with thei 
Declan plinve tne of vole: and when I sid ‘no gown to sell 
they wtered a melancholy exclamation of regret and went shay. 

“Tey wil seldom make any arle you wanton purpose foe you. I 
you express a deste to bave baskets ofa particular pater that they 
fo not happen to have ready made by them they give you the wsal 
‘vague reply of byandsby If the goods you oer them in exchange for 
{eis do not answer their expectations the gives sullen and dogeed 
took oe tes, "Cor-car (Bo, Bo), oF ‘Carwin’, which ll more 
forcible ezine. But when the bargin pleses them they senity thle 
approbation by several aiemative gods of te ead anda note not mach 
unlike» grunt; the ducks, fb, venison, or Baskets are placed beside 
you, andthe artes of exchange transferred othe folds of thie capa- 
ous blankets or deposited in sort of rsben wats not unlike those 
fir baskets in which Englsh carpenters cary their tol 

“The women imitate the dency of the whites, and are rather skifl 
in converting their purchases. Many of the young gs can Sew very 
‘eal, I often ive them bite of silk and velvet and brad, for which 
they appear very thankful. 











5, Tunes Years sone se Osrawars, 1857-1860 


[emma Jeers Graham, in Transactions of the Women's Canadian 
Historical Society of Toronto, 1916-17) 


1 wat on an aero in Fane, 1857 thatthe Peterborough tan 
ater erosing Rice Lake, stopped tthe sation of Hiawatha, where out 
tall party f travelers om Montreal slighted. The station ies wae 





‘only shack, one end of which was devoted t the sle of grocers. 
Twas epe by Mr. Waters, who was not nly station master and = 
‘rocer but also a pillar inthe He mision church. 

My father, Rev. Welington Jefrs, had been pastor for several yeas 
‘of St Jamey Methodist Church, Montel, and had sufered 9 severe 
nervous breakdown, A his own request he ad been assigned fo mis- 
sion whee the outdoors Iie might prove beneficial. On leaving the 
train my father was surrounded by members of his ek, aly all of 
thom being ofthe Ojbway tbe. The women wore pain colton gowns, 
‘ealy made, and simple straw hats, while the men were gatbod i 
‘woolen shits and’ tooser, with red scarfs tied around the waists. 
‘They also wore plain wide‘immed hats of coase saw. Ths com 
‘wentionl tie was highly disappointing to my brothers, James and 
Weliagon, who had been looking forward to 3 community of Bree, 
ark-kinned braves who might at any moment dese to eo opon the 
‘warpath. The dian beat with courtesy and grave decorum before 
nny father, who was a man of commanding height, and seemed to be 
Impressed by his greeting. The women, on the cotrary, Iughod jo 
‘omy athe sature of my stepmother, who was but five feet a leh, 
land took peat intrest in my baby steps, Helen, whom they ine 
‘Sted on erring in thei ame throogh the village rset. 

“There was nother cariage noe horse to cary ws to the Mission 
Hous, for the eaton that there were no vehicles ia the vllage except 
Tip wagoos belonging to Me. Waters anda verable ‘one boss shay” 
‘owned by one ofthe Indians. So we proceed slong the sect of the 
He setiemont, my fater and the che, Pandas, leading the way. 
The Iadian women, who were child-like and merry in manner, Su 
rounded my stepmother, whl I, who was twelve years old, walked 
Tand-inchand with my brother, Wellington. We wee bath father now 
‘ous, as we asocited faans with tomahawk ad spear, but we ried 
in Safery atthe cabin of Me. Gerase Smith, who was an dian of a 
superie order, having a Rowse ‘ike white folks asthe vilagers said 
nen speaking of hi, Here n dlions dinner sated we of fh, wid 
tie, and other dalntes served om shining dishes, while the polished 
Caley mip have adorned a city tale. The wid cce was a dich of 
Ich we become ery fod es Seemed to have & sects end ich 
‘ness lacking In the leer varie 

“The le mission church, to which we were taken afer this meal, 
seemed very sll in comparison with the St James Church in Mon- 
tre wich was then considered one of the largest Protestant churches 
la Canada, At the ride of te church wat small poe which opened 





{nto the lane which let the Mision House. To this we were excorted 
tod duly welcomed. It Was @ good-sized moder howe, pained » dark 
ed, with a lige garden which wat fenced with picket, Behind the 
‘hore sad jst beyond the garden war the burying ground, which was 
ld sacred by the Indians, no lawless or profane pesca being alowed 
‘uri there Te was a beautiful and pictreque spot. But who shall 
ovtte the Iake—which was gedled by woods tod ils and daved 
With verdant lands? To the right of Hiawatha, high on the bans, 
‘esed Gores Landing, and away fo the let, over which the seung 
‘a rested in glory, was the important mision’ of Ala 

Te was a sinple yet not unevetal fe which we lived among those 
‘tpl fll, and the lei te open at soon restored my ater st 
tered health! One of the things learned was the art of fshing. My 
father bought a punt and inthis we would sit for hous with our Hes 
suvering and jerking, and we usually went home withthe basket fal 
‘of runs, white Bs and perhaps maskinonge K was hee that one 
Id every opportunity to sty the at of cooking Ash and proved 
foe uefa secompisiment. In the stem the Indians weat out in 
"hee boats to the vice feds and there they carefully gatheeed in the 
iran, The process was a simple one: the Indian posted hina of 
fro shigles, and with these scraped the vce fom the Halk nto the 
boat When the rice ay all atered tae poored int large wooden 
pans wher the Indians seed by trampling t (with new moceasns 
‘thle fet). The pecularRavout of the wild ie was remarked by 
Sof us, and we soon came to rezad the white ce a5 tscles. 

In 1939 the Great Comet appeared, causing much iterating d= 
coson in siete les. Relipiows fanatics were sae that the end of 
the word wae very nee, and talked constantly ofthe varios ne and 
onde which assured them hat he Last Day Was at hand. Temeniber 
Fring out ito aur woodyard one evening and siting myself on lg, 
Prepare to wath the progress of the comet. As I loked atthe pest 
Sr with a fal which fwept acoss hal he heavens, my faith inthe 
prophecies of dtl happenings grew song. 1 had! brought from my 
Fathers sady copy of Pollock Course of Time a8 Help to iter 
pret the doings of our eclestl vitor But the desciptone ofthe Last 
Day. as imapined by that witer, were so alarmingly wild that T sprang 
from the log and ra back to the study with Palloe's "Course of Time, 
‘rshing it down behind th lager books so tat I might never se it 
Sasa The Inds, who Bnd pest reverence for the mysteroas, Inked 
‘pon te eoming and passing ofthe great star with profound awe. Some 
‘thm bleved thatthe Grest Maniton ws angry wih the modd ad 





inwnded to destroy it. They asked many questions of my fates, who 
‘eld very cling Views ofthe ‘Second Coming’ and who did his best 
to keep the members of fs ook from becoming hysterical 

1 thei eigious fling thew Indians were simple snd sincere. The 
misionay meeting was a reat annual event, andthe young men and 
‘rs were tained to sng the off ymns and anthems. I donot think T 
Inve heard sweeter masc than tee singing of “O'e the gloomy hls 
fof daknes” oe Hark the herald angels sin” One Sunda) my father 
‘ed me iI thought 1 cou teach cles of young women inthe Sun 
ay Schl. Twas only twelve years old ba T sud T would ty 80 every 
‘Sunday sfterngon I Kelton the set of «pew inthe lite church ana 
told the most intresting Bie stores [knew to a as of abou weary 
oun women, When they fesame excited ver any indent inthe story 
‘hy woul give Toad cris likeminiatre war whoops, and Sally came 
So noisy that my father questioned me ast the mater of my teaching. 
He told me not to tell thes exciting stories, a8 we were disturbing the 
choo; but when the war whoops leuened I felt at I had aot been 

‘When the hunting season avived there was a great si inthe vilag, 
very able-bodied man, woman, and chld preparing for the fy. The 
Indians depended largely on thle succes i hunting for thelr support 
<urng the winter mont. When they returned from the hunting ground, 
laden with the sols of victory, they feasted until they Became with 
Various humors caused by alenateovercting and starvation, Fore- 
thought sas almost an inposbty for many of them. They have 
Tesmed machin the Ist ty yeas, however, ad the lnproved phj- 
sigue ofthe Indian i dv to pester car in matter of dt. 

‘On the fst day of October two Tndians came to the Mision Howse 
to tol my father thatthe day had come when the men filed the yard 
trith wou forthe wine, OF course we had to provide entertainment 
for oor benefactors so thre was a hurried coaference isthe Kitchen. 
‘We had to prepare large guantes of all kinds of food—a huge roast 
of venison, 2 bold ham, a bushel of vgsables, and a vast nomber of 
‘ex, We were very tied at night, bat our wood-yard was packed wih 
‘any cords of good hickory and several cords af pine for Ending. We 
tin found them Honourable, and even noble, a thie hasaess dal- 
{ngs Would thatthe same coud invariably be sid ofthe while ra’ 
igs with his Tain brother 

‘Becoming esate with the smal yearly grat which was given them 
by the Government, the diferent tribes in Canada decided to old a 
Count of protert and appeal, and it was held in Hiawatha. Tatease 
ceactement was crested inthe village when it was Known that the Great 





‘Chet were coming to old a powwow. The Counc Hall wae deco- 
‘ated wit boughs and bilint hangings, and the chief sat in Oriental 
{ashion 86 they palavered. One day, daring the Counc two stalwart 
‘braves in red par and fears, with tomabaws ia heir bes, came to 
the Mision Howse and asked that my elder brother, who wat hand 
Soe and extremely far ld, should come to their afieroon session, a 
{hey decided to give him a Indian name He went with them, greatly 
<ighted by the honour paid him. Om his return he related tous bow 
they bade him sit by them and smoke the pace pipo—vbich be did 
rather seluctanly, not aving as yotkared wo enjoy sucha re. fama 
sorry that I cane real the sylales ofthe Indian name, but it meant 
the Rising San Tm pad to vay that the Government Rede the r= 
Gquest of thse "ward and increased their gran, both im money and 
lind. 

"The mission was feequenly vised, expecially in the sammer, by 
fends who were lighted withthe pictaregue scenery. Amon the 
‘most welome guests were Mr. John Dowgal the Ealitorof the "Mon 
trea Wines, and professors from Vicia College. 

My fuer Used 1 go 10 Peterborough frequently to purchase dey 
node of houseold supplies. One day he beouaht home a book ented 
"Roughing iin the Dist’, which be thoupht wae a remarkable pro= 
duction. Aer reading every word of tT said to him: "Wh, she jst 
‘rts about everyday life. T now peopl tke those she tes abou. 
My father reed: "That fs what makes It erature. My father Beearse 
‘fend ofthe author, Mis, Moodie, and afer the family moved 10 
Blvile and my father was ls ving ia that ety they had many tks 
‘on od tes in Canada. Twas visting my Esther in Belvile years Ag, 
‘enone moening inthe Course of walk, we met an ld Ind who was 
‘viel going to market. My father bowed so profoundly that T asked 
‘im shot the ads who had jst passed us. ‘One ofthe abet women i 
Canad, he sid warmly. This Was one oler than Mes. Moodie, a 
member of the famovs Strickland fay and grandmother ofthe Tne 
‘Mary Asn Fizaibon, who, with Mrs. Curzon, founded the Women's 
Historia Society of Toronto and who will ever be kept in grateful 

'An incident which shows the complistons of our quit existence at 
‘inwatha may be related. Our chrwosnun was of Teh paretage bet 
twa the wife of Daniel Cow, a rather riotous Tndian who once came f0 
‘hoot ny father, dslaring that the missionary wa a le ten. Biddy 
(Cow came tomy father one day to ask that her son be baptized on the 
fotowing Sndsy. On being questioned about the name to be sven the 
‘bys ed that wat Uo be named after my face and therefore 











‘woul! be known as Welington Jeers Cow. Now my father shrank 
tors sucha Honour ia conneton wih tat promic name. So he be- 
‘cme a diplomat and suggested that Dt. Wood, who was the Sapor- 
Imendent of Missions, sould share the hosou, and thus i came about 
thatthe litle Welington Wood Cow received his mame and grew up 
be star Ish-ndian and a good Canadian to. 

‘Sometimes the greatest enemy of the Indian war the clever and un 
scropolos hll-beed, who, ia some cass, seemed to unite the vee of 
the tro races. Sooh # one used to swoop dawn on Hinwatha a inervals 
td exercie # mysterious fascination over the younger Taian, bo 
tere sly ed astray oming to hi ev nence Then the eer Indians 
rou take their guns and serch for his destroyer ofthe village peace, 
‘ho was so flet-ootd and cunning tht he easly avoided them, am 
{his Evil Genie of Hiawatha one Sunday morning, for be di pot hesi- 
tat o come tothe misdon church to ack his prey. He was a handsome 
resture in a dark desperate fasion, and I remember tht my small 
‘rater whispered to me “He look ike a pirate 

"The next morning the vilage was rowed by the news that hall-a- 
orem ofthe young people of Hiawatha ad been lared away from their 
homes by this asa tn ad spent the gt in one ofthe iden dink 
lng places which the hal-breed frequented. One ofthe fines ld Indians 
in the church came to my father withthe tears rong dowe his dark 
seeks and ccd: ‘Oh, my mecnitet, he sole my lite. git—my 
Dapoose-—she stom my kace and sing hymns and be 9 good ile pie 
[But he take her snd ¥ kil hin’ But he didnot kl im, for when the 
‘catchers reached an old bara which stood in a deep wood about a 
tile tom the village, the templer had made his escape and only his 
‘eine were found lying in a drunken spor. A few months str he 
Tni-bred was found i te same old arn, ying waced by the dase 
then called consumption’. The old woman who found him took bi to 
ter ile eatin nd nore him to the end. Before e ded besa to ber 
fone day: “ae very wicked But 99 one ever aught me—no methee— 
father very bad white man—sorry?" However, the Talis would not 
bry him nthe sacred mound by fhe mission church, snd the boy as 
‘aid far into the woods where it was ven resting-place under 
maple twee—and the grave was long regarded with frtor as an ell 


ot. 

Tn 1860 my father was appointed eto of the ‘Chistian Guardian’ 
sande lel the litle mission for Toronto, Ihave always remembered 
with fection the simple people among whom we lived fora ery happy 
thre years by one of Ontario’ ovelet akes. 


6, Inown Huston 1 MeniEs Townstan* 


Ic Pelham Muivany ea, History of the County of Peterborough 
(Feronto, 1884), pp. 218-22], 


Jn the north-west comer ofthe Townip of Methuen and about ight 
ailessortveast of Stony Laks, with which i is conected by Jack's 
‘Grek, i 4 lke the seal and common name of whichis Jack's Lake, 
Sithowgh on ose map atlas it ealed White Lake Ir devived ts 
‘pane from Handsome Jack, an Indian chs, who cued al he seams 
fd lands in this ocalty as his fishing and hunting grounds, He was 
Sonsdered the bandsomest man among the Chippewas, then com 
tnandod by "Cap Paudash, of Rie Lake; be stood si ee four ches 
in eight and weighed fully 250 pounds. He belonged tothe Cow family, 
{nd sion te whites wae Known a Jack Cow, Stony Lake, Loon Lake 
in the Township of Chandos, and all he streams south of Loon Lake 
‘ere chimed By hin as his inetd property. He was most tenacious 
[this rigs, and woud invariably destroy all he taps of white mea he 
found set on his steams. But he wool allow the pale face to hus for 
‘ker and pareidge or to Ssh in the steams, so Jong as no fas were 
taken. 

‘Handsome Jack only lived in a bich-bark wigvam, which be 
move from place to pce a cicumstances aged. Alough be never 
‘mised an opportunity of ther peed aeeting hi right to his seams 
nd homing grounds he, nevertheless, was very hospitable fo thse who 
‘ere friendy with in. He would often invite te whitest his wigwam 
4nd would order his squaw to prepare a good meal of re, beaver, and 
‘arti bled wih litle pounded corn. The was Te Pak’ hodge- 
Dolbe miatre, somenbat akin to an rth stew, The hospitable Indian 
‘woul sit by and apparently enjoy ssing the white man eat a his fre= 
‘ide, When the repat wat ised he would light his pipe and relate 
thing scenes of hie wildlife in Banting he bese, wel, dee, and dher 
male with which the woods were alive 

fandom Jack was the father oft lovely ie named “Baby Cow? 
‘and Polly Cow, oth of whom inherited thei fathrs extreme beauty 
tnd perfec symmetry of form. The later grew up a most beswtifl 
aden: her softnted compleion, heightened by th rose-hued bls 
Som of health ander long Back hair reaching nesly Uo the round 
ender her an objet of enry t0 other darky dames, She posesed 
fine voce, and om many a moonlight right have the pin-rowned 
than she reo ne Mie fay of Si ters 








Ilands of Stony Lake re-ehoed the sweet melody of er guint and 
‘weird native song, the faint ripple of the waters Keeping tine as she 
pad er cange beneath the shadows ofthe overhanging boughs ot 
‘ut on the open lake ithe splendour of the fall oa. Sbe was the 
‘rerworinped dot of Ber father and of many others, who were 
“lame when, atthe age of steen yeas, she grew il of fever. The 
rst efforts ofthe ‘medicine men’ were futile fo say the ravages of the 
<dsease, and Handsome Jack was inconsolabe. So died the beautiful 
Poly Gow onan eveting when the sting aun shot goden sats through 
the frowthiten leaves tht fated inthe atm wind Te old Idan 
this wis Rear-broken, He was determined that his daring davghter 
‘Should sleepin iting grave, and eccordingly repaired to one, the most 
southern, of the thee sland atthe point whee the wat of Clear 
Take rum fto Katchewanooks-the Water of Many Rapid. On this 
Inland, about tea fet from the water's edge, be dag the rave with hit 
‘oa Rapds and walled it up with sons. Thea, pacing the body im 8 
tire-bark caf, be padled it down the lake in his canoe and bared 
itin the grave be had prepared beneath a talbam tee, which i stil 
“tanding to mark the lonely grave of Handsome Jacks daughter. The 
‘daconslate father then cleazed away the tees and brachvod between 
the rave andthe water's edge so that he dead gis spirit could wander 
there daily for wate, as was the Indan belie. Night afer ight did he 
Ssdvheaed chief watch by the grave, uate joined his daughter i he 
Happy Hunting Grounds fn 1855. Sines the occurence ofthis touching 
incident these lands have been called the Polly Cow islands. They are 
‘nly out hal «ile blow the small village of Younes Point, and can 
te eaily vised by the tourist or thes ho woud ike to stand woder 
the talkam tee that shades Poly Cow's grave. A few years ago some 
young Englishmen who were resiing in the neighbourhood aranged 
plan fo sel the remsie of th lovely Taian maiden snd send them 
fo England 9 coronty together wih the sor of her marvllos 
Traut hor death an aris ot happy the acto vane wae fee 
{tated The sguaw of Handsome Jack sivived him many years, and 
‘acid an Indian named Seow-storm, 

"The arth portion of the County af Peterborough contin chalas 
cof sll lkes nearly one hundred im umber. Some of thee poses 
ames of store character, Being the names of Indian cits by whom 
they mere claimed, with the land soeroding them, for haning snd 
{ching purposes. The fst worthy of mention Is Eels Late, Tocted in 
the advent comer ofthe Towship of Anstruther. I derives is mame 
from ‘Eas, 4 morinste ciel of the Chippewas. Ts oul Bela 
‘River, a degp and swifterunting ream of mich importance for mailing 











and log Boating purposes which fows dicey south for about forty 
ines until enters Stony Lake about seven mals eat of Buh Fall 
"ale was a brother of Handsome Jack. Inthe Township of Methuen, 
to the southeast of Jack's Lake, is Botle Lake, socalled from the 
Fevenblanc of shape to that of «Bote. I empsies self into Kasha- 
Trsutog Lake, sho im Methuen Township. “Kashaboganog” means 
"ke of many pseages, and ike al Indian ames ix partealey appro 
print Is shape resembles very much hand with wide outstretched 
fager, each finger being along and martow pics of water. Some years 
Spo a wealthy joung Eaglshnan named Falasn met hs death by 
“rowning in this ake, Ths chain of lakes, together ih Clear Lake 
‘tree miles eatvard, was formerly owned by John and Moses Tauo~ 
‘hay, two Tadan brodes, who held it and the surtounding land for 
‘many years as hung and fishing grounds. Masosngn and Kitchoun 
Tales in the southern portion of Township of Cavendh, on the east. 
fide of the Buckhorn Road, were atone time the hunting and fishing 
founds of ¢ Chemong Lake Tndian med Tsaae Tons, whose Squaw 
fear ster of Handsome Jack 

“Loon Lake, sited inthe cate of the Township of Chandos, is 2 
‘beni ake of very imegular shape, having no les than twee doe 
tint bays. The water i from twelve fo Owetfive fect in depth andi 
‘ery clear sod coo, supply being principally deived from sprigs. 
{i was orginally called, by the Tndts, Mongosopan, but when the 
trite man reached i afer making his way though the forest tha ay 
Tesmec it and civilaton, ie received is present mame out of respect 
to the thousands of loon tat smvslly repaired to thre waters boot 
{he fret of Sune fo the purpose of rearing their youn, 


HL, PREPARATIONS FOR SETTLEMENT 


TP su ine Stn i sare a xml fy 
number tat are avalabl Fotntes have ber sre in 

3, John Smith's excelat ad intresting survey ofthe entire Now 
Saate Dati, ancl Yo nde the deen sian of 
indian places Richard Birdsall whose eps eno aon 
those icluded er, wat anvng te mor prominat eal tad 
surveyor in thereon, having ld out onder the ection of 
“Zachos Burm, the Peterborough townsite i 1825, snd pas 
Of vrour townships care and ter. Frances Swart dscbes 
the process ia Dou one of er 1823 ete 


ne very wet day Taw two tien walk past my window: ont had & 
blanket aboot his shoulders, pai of snowshoes in his hands, apd 3 
smal for cap. The other ws dressed in ragged salar’ clothes, I took 
the foremost for an Indian as they generally wear blankets about them, 
but to our suprise we found the was Me. Bids very smart young 
Englstinan who i surveyor of the township in thi dri and hit 
fsstant they had five oter men with them ae chainbearer, ete. T 
found that they had all been living inthe woods for the months of 
‘March and Apel which sccounted forthe ragged and westhrbesten 
sppearance of the whole party 





1, Senvevaso rim Neweasriz Disricr Boowany, 1804 
[Archives of Ontario, Crown Land Papers, 72 (5) 
Diary Division Line Berween the Home & Newcastle Discs 


Stegman—1804—Diary from the 13th of Angust to the 31st 
Inclusive, 1804 


Monday Ant the 13the 1804, ResrnedDisry sod Field Noes inthe 
‘Streyor Genera Ofc 

Tucan the ihe. Wate oa the Honorable the Essie Cound 

Winery she Tike, Reeve lsc for he Survey of te Divton 
Tne tetcea the Home nad Newent Dice and repre forthe 

‘haraiy Auput the 16. Engaged men snd povisons forthe Serve: 

Fray he Let York sd weot 18 me 


"or Fares Home (Montes 192), p. 6 ik, for i 178 
sn "tngun ol satel af Gat Tavern (odu Ballea) i Tt 





Sera the 18th. Wet 20 mie 

‘Sindy the The Aveda he Bown Lie 

‘Monday the 20 "West to the Sth Contes of Whitby. 

Tandy the 2st Bega open the Divison Line andr thse Mis 

‘Weinety the 22nd Contaed the aero Line hee Me 

Thartiy the 23nd Pnhed hess Line a came 0 Lake Beobecapng 
‘'s OGoak PM 


Pride uae the Dike, Sealed the Lake Beobxcugg and the Large Bay 


‘unmly the 28th, False the Survey and retuned to Dundas Set, 

‘Sindy ihe 26th Went to Talia Cee 

Mond the 27th "Aaoed at York $ OClck PM. 

Tuceday the 28th, Maid out the pay Ut and Daciared the party. 

Weinesay she Sth Proacte the Survey and tured & Pan ofthe 
‘imei the Sureyr General's Oe, 

‘hardy the the. Mak out the. Acct for the Surveyor Genera 
‘ce from the iat of Sy, the Sit of August 

‘rig he Ss of gat. lied the Accum 2d 9 Plan fr Hs Honore 


Cerys to bea Trve Diana Stepan, Dy Surveyor 


2. SuRVEY oF BURLEIGH AND Hanvey Towsnrs 
Go) verren of svonew naLteR EXRLADONO DELAY, SULY 18, 1823 
ILewers Received, Ontario Department of Lands and Foret 


Dundas, 18: Jy 1823-— 
Si, 

“Having been informed a few days since by Colonel Nels thatthe 
returns of the Survey of Burgh snd Harvey were wanted 

T wool beg leave to inform you that Ihave them beth nearly com 
pleted ao that of the Gore between Emily and Mud Lake I sal be 
Slew deliver them inthe space of sx oF eight days—I would also beg 
eave to tte ha should ave ad those Gia snd delivered soaet 
‘ut om aesont ofthe small Trvere yet to be done —This om account 
‘ofthe great depth of Sow ia te Winter, andthe bight of the Water 
‘his ping, was ao practicable tobe done sooner thin now: hall pro= 
xed inmediatly down and complete i wil que but a fe days — 
We commenced running the St fine, lst Speing on the 20: Tune, and 
after that, Salmon Trt Laks, which bound Burleigh al on the South, 
fell ive fest or more, so that lage bay, and inundated Swamps oF 
‘Marshes on ie borders became eniely dry and posable 
i 
Thor Ridout Eg? Tam Sir & & 

Surveyor General (Gad), Andrew Mier 

DPS. 


(6) aurons ov aNomnw saLten, sePrenmes 29,1823, 
[Survey Reports, Ontario Deparment of Lands and Fores 


‘To Thomas Ritout Exgire Surveyor Gen! 
(Of Upper Canada de he Be 
Se, 

‘avin completed the survey of the Townships of Burgh & Harvey 
in the Distct of New-Caste, together wit « Gore of Eaily lying on 
the west of Mad Lake, I have the honor herwi o transit the Plans 
sd ld Notes ofthe same — 

{would te leave to remark concerning the said Townships of Bur- 
leigh & Harvey in general that they are an extremely rough and ragged 
‘rac of County; comprising bu very ite if any Tan that inthe strict. 
sense ofthe word may be elle good lable Tand. The Waters and 
Takes however hounding them onthe south and west are large and fe; 
hounding wih numerous Kinds of large fh an wild fowl, slays pro- 
Ghocing age crops of wid ce, and affording, with the iterroption of 
‘rapids ofa fow rods cach & good navigation fo schoaers and Boas 
‘The numerous and strong indieatons of Ore topuher with the foqueat 
vrterfls, intimate that this Country may become of vast use tthe 
foveroment a6 @ mining Country— 

Ast respects the Township of Burleigh in patclr, would remark, 
‘hat there are four species of land or surface pertaining thereto 
First—large tracts of open rocky, barren pine plans, very thinly t= 
‘ered, wit tle shrubhery or underwood, and interspersed with mumet- 
‘sal alder and tamarack swamp, canhery mane and broken 
Slough — 

Second Large tracts of ily, rdgey, and in some places mountainoos 
country, very rocky, steep, and precipitous. Hills thily nbered with 
HRmlock snd Pine some sll stated Ox, and an aloe impenetrable 
fromth of youns poplar and birehes, about the sie of large Sugar 
Canes, ing every fot of vacancy betwen the roeks. This hy tact 
‘bounds intmall Inkes of from 30 to 100 and 200 chains in circm= 
ference, ying between the hgh and step hile, These Lakes abound in 
‘ester and wid fowl, and doubles wilh Oc, They ae inthe fine hunt 
ing proud of the Messgvas— 

“Third Considerable tracts of level surface covered with & Hat fime- 
‘stone rock. Tis most curious and fequenly extends for miles. The 
rock contains lage seems fiom 6 to 10 inches wide, and frequent 
from § to 110 fet deep perpendicular. This rock usualy covered with 
site leaves an rubbish and ia mot ples sn ach orto af eath— 
“This tact is imbered quite well with Beech Maple Ach Be. 





FFourth—A steak of from 2 1 4, ote wide and through sever on 
essen, where the surface i bending in modeate swells and te stones 
Sppewr ta be broken or smaller and Limestone chiey also, nd coc 
‘ley ling the ground This is ao timbered with Besoh, Maple, & 
‘Ash the sla grey loam——The Pine pins le in the East and South 
fet part of the Township, de rocky ries are all the northern bal 
“Te line rock inthe westem or S. Western comme, And the limestone 
sels i the southrn art snd the southwest-— 

“The Complexion of the Towshipof Harvey is much the same as that 
‘of Barkeigh only les ofthe pie plhins, more of the fat Hime rock, and 
4 you approach Pigson Lake on the west the County becomes fess 
rocky and inthe Concession adjoining the lake and south of bg bland 
‘ew lots may be useful for caltaton bu are sil sony This remark 
‘nay also extend fora smal tance down th river bat wi les pro- 
rie. Tho it fully appears «rough eoutry. The rocks in oneal except 
fhe limestone land appear to be scious and no doubt wil be valle 
foe all stones. We als found on breaking thom specks of lead ore in 
places and by the larg Mack seems appeuiag to run though many of 
{hem one would jade there war back lea. Thowe scm contin lrae 
Assks of jrngas and a subwnnce by robing which your fingers te 
‘Mackened—I saw a pice of Mack lead neat the sie of an exe which 
‘va Ut from some ofthe rocks by an Indian, loa pece near he same 
ies which marked ke red chalk snd resembled exactly. This was 
‘rowgh as by the indians — 

have the honor to be 
‘vith much respect 
‘York Sep. 298 1823— "Your Most Obetient 
‘And very Hamble Servant, 
“Andrew Milee Dep. Prov. Sur 
INA. ara from the reports of the Indians that something Hike twenty 
ies back from the rear of Harvey the land Became good— 





3 Govrnat Accourt on tie Neweasris Distncr, 1827 
[Andrew Picken, The Canadas (London, 1832), pp. 153-166) 
MINUTES. Inspection of the Neveastle Diteet made by Me. Joba 

Smith, unr, Deputy Pro. Surveyor, a the request of 

Mr. Gait 
(On entering the Neweasle dsc the traveler cangot bat be su 
rsd thatthe only mode of eoning the river Trent by 2 scow ia 
Summer and on the ice in winter, whieh, at ects seasons, not with 
fut danger. A regula fry is kept her, which pays the nominal rent 








of 10€ curreney tothe Provincial Government the tol reat the rate 
af theepence-alfpenny fr every foot paseage, and ighipence for 
‘man and horse. Ntwidstanding the great proportion of passage is taken 
bythe steamboats, the tos atthe fer, for the seston, amount 10 
pars of 150. currency. AS the taveling in the for winter at Fast 
‘eal that ofthe eight summer months, were a bridge eet and a 
‘oderte tll imposed, the process would not enly mest the interest 
tut soon repay the principal afer which they might be applied tothe 
improvement ofthe rood (Dundas Stee), which for ten mils 10 the 
westward sim a bad state. "The only objection I have heard reed 
{insta bridge is thatthe ice ating dw withthe spins foods would 
endanger i Fam amare, however, by old residents tat the ce snk 
‘before it reaches the mouth of the vive, and that it doesnot it of 
iw the bay of Quint, but boneycombs and sinks. A tolerable rood, on 
the tae of which the land is gencaly fro, shies the bay of Quit 
from the Trento the Carying Place shout five mies dant a this 
point it branches to the westward un it join Dundas Street, and east 
Ward ino the county of Prince Edward. At the Carrying Place the 
SHeane-boats are met by the York stage. 

'At the fist settlement of the country the oly mode of communication 
to the setlements above was by bons which crossed from the head of 
‘the bay of Ounté by this portage (aboat I mile) to the lake Ontario, 
and tence coated its shores; Rene the nae ofthe Carrying Pace. 
“The portage i ald out on either side in ulding ats. On the ake side 
Ast rok i met wih wile om these next the Bay of Out i gh 
andchink swish extends some distance to the westward. On either 
Jhnd the land dies materially, and othe west very Tow and swampy 
“Atone point the waters f lake Ontsto and the bay are seperated onky 
ty two mils of low wetland. It would appear tha, st some period, 
‘there has been an open communication. There i sal village atthe 
Caring Place, with an Episcopal church, at which, for some Years 
tesient misonary has offcned. In this neighboerod the Canada 
Company holds no lands, unless at Presque bay, Which have been 
already inspected 

Proceed ret to Cobourg, and thene to Peterborough by the 
outs ofthe Rie lake 

"The situation of Cobourg Is healthy and pleasant e stands ime 
iatly onthe shoe of lake Ontario, on fts 16 and 17 i concession B 
‘of Talon. In THY? it had only one house: i now eomtsins upwards 
‘SF A0 hoace, am Episcopal church, a Mthodit chapel, 2 ood fs. 
Stores, Several dstilries, an extensive rst, and the popottion 








may be etinsted at about 350 sous. The tre of Cobourg i ncrest- 
Ing rapidly, moe tough the spit and eatecpese of ls mechan than 
its mtural advantages naling to its defseny i the later respect, 
the wat of « harbour, and the breakin its communication withthe 
‘ck eowotry caused bythe Rice lake, are parclaly meant. 1 is, 
however, 4 te obverved thatthe formation of « harbour i now pro 
posed, as wil be seen by the accompanying minutes, and thatthe Rice 
Fike by mean of he extensive streams wich pour ito slog which 
setlerents ae forming, promises to become’ the channel of & great 
‘Son to is inland tade. 

“The following as been mentioned to me asthe preset state ofthe 
trade of Cobourg, vi? 


EXPORTS. IMPORTS, 
5000 bares of Fer 200 tons of Merchandize 
500 do. Pork. (600 barele of Salt 
150 do. Potash 250 do. balk of Forien 
200 $0, Sandee, such Goods, be 
Lard, Bee, Buter, 
‘Whiskey, 86 


“The adjoining towaships are ofa fete soi. An excellent road lade 
from Cobourg trou the cere of the towaship of Haon to the 
Rice lake A Tage um (Tblicve 600 currency), borrowed from the 
hunk of Upper Canada on the responsibility of the magitate of the 
fvson, ae boca jou expended on this rod i the course ofthe 
former Iti expected thatthe ameunt of taxes absentee Inds, which 
ito be levied next year wil meet the expenditure. On both sides of 
the rand the Canada Company hols lands, in general ofa god sol, 
{howe nearest to Coboore eng the most cigile Tor immediate sal, 
Tee now proposed fo open a ranch road fom this to mec the Cavan 
food pear the head of the Rice Ike. ‘The Hine elected wil serve those 
Tot belonging tote Company which ein the 6d and Ts concessions 
of Hamston, fom the 200 ot westvar 

‘The sil of Hamilton ie genealy a sandy loom. On the western part 
‘ofthe totnship iis clayey. Very exemive ides border the Rie Take, 
Sich from thee being bare of timber are called the Rice Lake Phin. 
“The sl» mixture of and and cay in Various proportions, according 
tothe elevation: on the highlands sand preva and vice versa. The 
‘thoes im genera, capable of eutivaton; but from a want of wood 
{ind water i is iy would answer ber for sheep. Tn most part 
{he plough couldnt once be wie. The large gant held by abentes in 


Hamilton have prevented the sttemens extending beyond the fourth 


‘concession, excepting on the western boundary ad afew on the Rice 
ake 


“The following sale hes come to my knowlege. ve: 

Edward Elis and Co, of London, by ther Arents Forsyth and 
Richardson, of Montel, 19 David Sey, No. 16 5 con. Hamiton, 
200 aces at 15s, er acre; 252 down, andthe fest im $ annual istal= 
‘mente with Interest The sale was made i the eoune ofthe summer 
the ois good, and oa the Caburs oud 

“The towrsipe of Monaghan snd Otinabe. which ae divided by 
‘te Oranabee river, form the northern shores ofthe Rice lke, Otanabec, 
‘ough it hasan excelent sol in general (loam upon clay), has been 
‘but very portly seed. This mainly to be abated wo fs distance 
rom, and ically of access to, market These objections are now 
removed the roads on all ies being improved, and grist and saw mills 
‘ult inthe township (lot 13 on 6h concession), as ako at Poter- 
borough. From the Cobourg road ferry is established seross the Rice 
Jake, whence & road runs from Beniters Landing nortely, unl 
ie branches on 13th fot between 10th and 11th concesons eastward, 
throaph setdement othe mils nd thence Yo Aephode; snd norte. 
ith scattering stlements onthe linet Peterboro. There ae numero 
Svamps inthe township, and sandy plans skit the Re lake shore. The 
Setles in Otanabee are eed fom the lowland; the west ae high 
lenders and afew Eaglsh, The road through Otsnabee to Peterborough 

‘The fown-ot of Peterborough i inthe north-east angle ofthe town- 
ship of Monaghan. 1 Iai oat in half acts, the streets early at right 
‘angles with the ver; park lots of ine aces each are reserved nea the 
town, The patest fe each 82 provinelal eurenc, and oe foes 
find agency wil inerese i156, of 204. more 

"The element commenced in 1825, t which time i formed the 
<epstof the emigration unr the Hon. P. Robinson. The station is 
tos favourable, being on an elevated sandy plain watered by 9 Ane 
‘eek, uhich dicharges Into the rier below the wows. The country 
round & fetle, and there & reat waterpower on the timo, 08 
‘hich ile ae now being bait by the government. These mils ae on 
Sn extensive sel, being clelted to pack 40 barrel f for; and the 
‘wel ft 3000 fet of hoards per diem 

"A very substantial frame brie has ben frown across the Otanabee 








river at this plas, There are now upwards of twenty bilngs in Peter- 
terol, including one store which docs an extensive buses, and 
other sow bing alt There mntclpractoner ad wo Sey 
fen resident here (Episcopalian and Roman Catholic), and school 
{o wtih the goverment allows ral i 

“Tae township of Smith su peninsla forts bythe Mud or stow 
Inter wich dei from Eaismore and Harvey, and the Otnabcn 
fiver wich separate i from Doro The sll stam in he north 
{Sst ange it rocky The setement wos commenced, sbot nite ees 
Sp, by # small boy of Cumberland mbes, who wee Tost By 20% 
riment‘on eter eof the Indian portage tom the Otanabe fer 
{o Mud ake This about seven mle ovr, andthe road tlerably 
feed, To thee emigans, on deporting asim of money, I believe i 
{he proportion of 102 to each head of fey, few psege at 
‘lord; the money was retard when thir setement had een eo 
ee 
‘Thee setles are now independent farmer, although tft several 
bad their own exertions alone to depend pon 

"The pipe of «Sposa eases where ai is vent emiras 
is well wort consider, I agora for ter sod nets, 
4 guard aint ake duposion, and a reserved fund inthe tne of 
tee forte emigrant Since the prod spoken of, many emir rom 
{he north of Irdand, and more tly fom the wovth ave etd in 
‘Smit I in geoeral wel sted tothe Tih concession, and on Mod 
Take tothe 11h conesion. Canada Company ands, within his rans, 
tte the most cll for immediate sale. Several fans, under the 
Sipernendce of Mr. Robison, have been acted 3 fat backs the 
12th and 13h concenons. The lakes and oer waters bordering 00 
Shih sbound with the mmsknonze and as, and Clear Take (Between 
Douro sod Sith) with salmon trot othe mgt of 30 Tan 40 Th. 
‘he canal, wich as been spoken of bewcen the ay of Culté and 
lake Siete te supponed wil cos he pein sear the bas. 
Sever of he miners informed re that, beng i search of salting, 
they bad covered onthe 27, in 10th concnon, Sith, CC 8 
‘pring which In smell and taste rexmbed thet of Gland 

"Te townships of Dour, Emly. and Ennimore, or the Gore of 
Emly, have forthe most prt ben sted by the emigrants of 1825, 

"The sl of Door i claro there at large swampe sated 
trough the ownsip: the bes lands are ats stance from the watery, 
an parca on the easter Boundary; andthe mos ie Tt oF 

“tater aot Semon (Chemoe) 








sale are those approximating to Peterborough. ME. Robinson's emi- 
‘rants ae Tocsted onthe font tid of the towns; the rst has been 
Tocated by miltianen chet, scarce one of whom has performed the 
Seulement dais requied. Tho lands wl of sour, ever 10 the ern, 
and, 36 the losalites are daily improving, wll no doubt te speedily 
sete. The seters are exering thems in opening roads, 

“The tmship of Dummer, which listo the eastward of Douro, re- 
sembls i in so. The fonts genealy good, the rear rock. There is 
to setement in this township as yet; the most eligible Tos for inme- 
fiat ale are those onthe font. A large creck called the Squaw-Kone= 
[pom ake sre n't small ake within ty orsnty rode of bay of 
the large ike! on the Otanabee sve. They are separated by 2 rocky 
ge, at the highest aot more than si or seven feet above the level of 
iter lake, anda the rocks ssesbruply on either side, a ravine 
formed, down which part of the waters ofthe Otanabee find passage 
Jin the spring Mood. Were it at any time to Besome an object (for the 
se of mils, dc), by towing & dam across the Otanabee river at 
25th in Ath conceaton of Douro, a certun supply of water might be at 
sll ines dived down the Squ-Koneguw and this again might be 
repulsed by suze on the ravine, which ts Relive on 30 
Jot in 6th concession, Dummer, CC 

"This wry extraordinary connexion of waters met with note parts 
fof the province. T would instance the Salmon river and the Mota, 
‘hich eve the stme lake in Shefeld; andthe Gansnowed and Carte 
‘ei craks, which flow fom the same lakes onthe line of the Riess 
aml 

“The township of Ennismore, ot Gore of Exily, i generally of an 
exellent sol oam upon cay” A latge proportion taken up by fe- 
Serves and surveyors land, the eemaider by emigrants of 1825, ehety 
from Kerry, and who are doing wel. The nearest mils are at Peer- 
‘borough 

Eni is sete, thro & few ofthe Sst concessions, by emigrants 
foom the north of Ireland, thence to the rea by the of 1825. The 
roads ae Yet new bat improving in the latest setlements but patil 
‘opened. The soli generally god, sandy lam inthe hill, on he Bat 
tnd inthe valleys cayey los he fownship i forthe meat part lel, 
tnd hs mimerove rrp, eipeialy toward the reat and on the fine 
‘of Pigso creek, which traverses the township. Beaver meadows are fe- 
‘quot in is, and are also met within the oter townships in his range: 

Sonny Lae hn ly calle Salon Trot Lake. Suwon pu, 
ox Tainan ro ste Ink sft Tada Rt, 


ney are vey serviceable to the ew sete. Thee are two good saw 
‘nil ses inthis toweship, one ceverved by government on south ball 
Tah and 19th in Sth concession «second on 6th in 10th conceson. 
‘A stall rises Being baton 198h inh concession, 1 proba, 
foweve, that, excepting forthe bome use of setter, the produce will 
te georrlly taken fo Peterborough, trom the excellent mils thee and 
‘ober conveniences. To that place a foad has been opened, and the 
Inaptates of Hamilton! having stl pranted 30. tp id the 
{ans wil son be improved. By the line of Pig creek thes 
ia Emly may pass by water to Mud lke, within seven or eight mies 
{hy a good toad) of Peterborough, and by this route many of Me. 
Robinsons emigrants and thir provisions were comvejed 

“There sach an advantageous line of water communication in that 
sirecion thatthe whole produce ofthe back coanry may be expected 
to pas by Peeeorough; beace all ands in the station reltively 
favourable maybe considered the moe valuable, Op ison ofthe finest 
townships inthis pat of he country; the Sil is loam upon aay: ts, 
in poneal, level the northeast ane of the township. ha extensive 
Swamps. The Soupog iver Yery foe stream naviguble for boas, 
{caveres the townhip, by means of which setlers may prosed to Mad 
lake, with only one portage of one quarier mile ot what i called the 
Puurhoo-eje-enum rapid. At one place In the tovaship the ive 
is very tpi, and, having descent of fom twee to fourteen Tet, 
‘ould afford an excellent mil ste. Ine southern dzeton, by he 
‘Scuoog lake from which the river rcs, water communication may be 
hd in spring and fl through the townships of Cartwritht and Resch, 
‘within ceventeen or eighteen miles of the Big Bay. in Whitby, on Take 
(Ontario, The towahlp was actually surveyed in 1835, and thrown open 
foc location on the piacile of actual setlemeat. Many locations were 
nade, bt tobe feared that, fom the wast of roads and mille, the 
‘ondloas of setdement wl in very few instances be performed. There 
‘hw been much said apne the sytem of demanding fees on rant of 
Ting inthis province which would have never found witerace had 3 
roparon heen expended ia opening roads, building ils, &, Such 
Ttrosemente mould ensure a more speedy and satisfactory setlement 
than any penal conditions annexed to gant f Ind 

"A watgon rod har been opened fr aboat nae Years from Pot Hope, 
following the boundary line beoreen Hope and Hamilton, Cavan and 
“Monaghan 4o Emily and Smith, The Hine of road is broken by rides 

Te twa, of coe 

"patty the nan ame for Botenyion Fall 












nd swamps, at which places mich Inbour wil be required to make it 
ood. I i al times passable 

‘Cavan was Hist seed In 1817. AC this ime scarce alot remalos 
unlcated (exept reserves); the sil & genealy good, sandy loam 
"pom the west; on the eat incined to ays inthe front rather light 
‘Those lots next Monaghan are the most eligible for immediate sale 
‘The township is well Watered and poseses numerous sles for sate 
nil There alesdy ull, and at work, 1st and sail on E- 
12th in th om; 1 pit mit on 10h in th cons and snot on 1th 
in eh con, There are 5 stores and 2 dlres inte township. Te 
als ae ued forthe home consumption only, the surplus wheat beng 
fet 16 markt at Poet Hope. Tae majority ofthe inhabits of Cavan 
4 from the north of Ireland, the remainder English and from the 
Seuth of Ueland. The fst, itis belived, ae Presbyterians, but attend 
‘he Episcopal service inthe abeeace ofa clergyman of their own. 

"The Epcopal church stands on 12th in 10 con; 8 sisonary Bas 
‘bean resent fom the St setement of the township. There are six 
Schools seatered trough the township, with from twenty-five to forty 
Sebolas each. The clearings are lage and in good eter; frame bara 
re numerous, but the dwellings ace yet oles 

‘Monaghan vas sete tthe same ime as Cavan, ciey by Bagh 
‘The sili loam wpon ely. Te township generally wel rete, with 
the exception of some large grants onthe 13th con, and on the Rie 
lake Ie well watered, bot without mil ses except at Peterborough 
Tn this asi all the adjoining townships, the aber forthe most part 
remains aninjred; the rade aze yet new, but the inbsbians sre mak 
ing exertions to improve the. There ae two fais in this tomnstip 
whose exeions and sicses deserve mention. Both came oot with 
Tinted means about elght years since 

"The Rutherford, fom Jedburgh in Scolsnd, had, in 1826, soot 
‘ty ead of homed cat, bases grain spd meadow lend 

‘Smithson, from Yorkshire, raises, upon the average, sty acres 
of wheat every year 
JOHN SMITH, Jon, 
Dep. Pro. Surveyor. 
Cobourg, th Dee, 1827 
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5, SURVEY Fox TIM: TOWN oF LiNDsAY, 1894 


Archives of Ontario, Crown Land Papert, Diaries & Field Nove, 


7a) 


LINDSAY. 


J ustON 1834 


Diary whist employed in Surveying the Tow Plt inthe Towaship of 
‘Ops ending in July 1833." 


Received fom Samus Proot Hurd Esuite Surveyor Geral ofthe 
Provo ot Upper Canadr=lnsrucon to Survey t Tews Pit a the 
‘Towuip of Ope beng dt the 23rd of Slay 1833 


re 
ane 200 


“Thunday It bom 0 commenss te Survey called upo 

‘stander MeDonel Exy.at Perr for furter isso 

{ptf Couns in Emly tbe same day 

Feld employed Wil Eagish sd Thomas Lally go near 

{othe Town Pit i Ope tbe same Sy 

Stray employed ames McGuire tod James Ried for the 

fay aly stall hands 10 aa shanty onthe Tose Plt to 

hep a sean 

DMondy tans the sale of the provement of the ihe 

Ways in Ops=beag one. of the Commoners my men 
Stet 

Waineasy "Bo 

‘Toor died Thomas Laity, conta Me, Loge and 

‘Me Pury who vse met goto Petaroro and inform A. 

‘Midoel Eno the tad sualy ofthe nd il and Me 

‘MeDonst diced me retur and 9 on an Survey = 

Got back 19 Ctingiam io Emly — 

‘Strday Engaged nae Eagah’ bh Wilom Engh and 

trac Engl to tave pay th dy 

Sty 

Mondiyengtpt James McGuire apd James Rin agala and 

‘Teesdy Surveed 

Weinesdy Bo 

‘Thora’ Surveyed engaged Wiliam Rich — 

Eiiny Surveys rin 

Sutrday Suveyd Jobe McCarter quit the employment 

Sond — 

Monday engiaed Misael Shels Surveys — 














sta Jane 144 Jobe K Roche sued the a, ot act the Toms 
pert Ae POSS pe Ba St Pak 


a 
% 


Tharuy Surveyed Hac Fags lft the employment 
Fido Surveyed 

Sourday Servyel rain dimined Michet Shes 
Sinday— 

Monday Surveyed and ised dims bas 
‘Toeday aot Peteora At dita pene ment 4 ays Sa 
‘olin ye book mapping sol making ou my retro 


NewCasle Distt 


Jobe Hate 
igure ofthe Towmsip of Caan in the mk 


dee Deputy Surveyor make ct nd tht the eanexed Diy i 
{it aod toe the bt of he Erode and Bet 


Som telore me thie 
Sim day of ay 1834 
"es Hency 1. 


I SETTLEMENT AND PIONEER LIFE. 


1s CHARACTERISTICS of generlsetlement and carly life in the 
Tygon are cxempliied its Section, Several plas for sete 
ment, some of them abortive, ate included. To obtain action in 
promised surveys or grants, petitions were often necessary, asin 
Ro. 3. Ploneer conditions in some of the earliest setlements are 
wel described in Nos. 2 and 7. No. , a leter of Admiral Van- 
‘Sitar relative to his proposed settlement in Henly Townhip near 
Balsam Lake, opens up sn intriguing episode in pioneering about 
Which comparatively Ite i known. No, 9 i an interesting docu 
ment relative to settlement atthe mouth of the Trent (Trent Port 
fr Trenton). Nos. 11 and 12 illustrate conditions of setlement in 
the northern townships just prior to Confederation, 1867, which 
‘the limit of the period under review inthis volume. It has Been 
‘considered preferable for purposes of comparison to keep the ex- 
‘seeps fromthe prose writings of early sites largely in one place 
(Section XI), and a great deal of valuable material on setlement 
land pioneer experiences is consequently to be found in that 
Section, 





1. ant Pans rom Serene 
(@) cunnues rommenci Plas 4 SETTLEMENT NEAR wICE LAKE, B17 
[Public Archives of Conada, Upper Canada Sundries, 1817} 


May it please your Excllency 

1 erst your Excellency wll pardon my accompanying the enclosed 
with rues forthe honor of an interview in which I might father 
‘Sepa the views Ihave ventured to eater, slong with afew gente- 
‘men of my acquaintance shorty expected from England, in respect of 8 
feflment 9 be made in Upper Canada 

“Tne taken the lierty of enclosing the copie of two Jeers 
dace! by myself to Henry Goslbuene Esq with their anwwer, 8 
‘onder that your Excellency might perce in some measre the tore 
‘extent of my desgns—and that my wishes extend somewhat beyond 
the limits of thowe gant which T have understood ate usually made to 
mee, ordinary, farmers— 

oa my atival at Quebec, and my having the honor of an interview 


once of Hemittin gone st gp 
Gow 





Phim LG Seat Rant el gol gy2O Venn 
Doflutl He ha ng n affivs tg ne 
CLA Cites Hei tlio Acar wD 
AE Aen gy At Fhisy tom foro ® 
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GE Len ntts 
Peni maioat 
Ae Pre I iat 


Arve of Onto 


ith he Eeslency Sir Joba C.Sherbrooke—after explaining the ature 
‘tty views—be feturned the eter addrewed to him bythe Secretary 
‘St State a home—ith a desire that I would give ito your Exeelency, 
‘wih an ssrurance that trom your Excalency’s indulgence & liberal, 
[Light hope for everything for which T had expresed a desire 
‘Being an ene stranger to Your Excellency T can have no claims to 
‘urge for any particular indlgeace ot ateation—T can only declare my 
hope & in slicing an opportunity free wo explain tem enteat 
your pardon for the manner, perhaps irepular—in which T have 
entared this to introduce myrel— 
have the Bonot to suberbe myself, 
‘With the highest Conidecation & respect, 
Most bed! & very humble Sere — 
(Charles Fotergil 


Jordsa's 
‘The York Hotel 
Monday Morning 
March 10 
1817 


(®) rommencn’s Puan, 1817 
[Public Archives of Canada, Upper Canada Sundries, 1817) 


“May i please your Excellency 

Encouraged by the Kindnes and condewenson with which your 
Exealeny ltened 10 my proposal forthe formation ofa new sete~ 
ment spon the Rice-Lake, and the feaiaess with which T was furnished 
wih the means of procuring Major Wino asstance—t hasten to lay 
before your Exelecy the result of my further enquires, & to solicit 
sn opportunity of explaining i more fly. 

“Thad the misfortune to pass the Dpy Surveyor onthe road, & to 
lose hit pesioaal asistance!— but, haviag procured a unwell 
‘united wit the country and with the nes ofthe new Township #9 
far at leat as they are un oat, I have been enabled, after going over 
the ground, to escetsin all hit is nosesenry—Ie appears thatthe new 
‘Township wil ot touch upon the Rice-ake bot that i will eave a 
large broken fom tothe Bastard extending to that Lako—This teat wl 
te probaly about 8 sales long, by a breath of from ball «mile 
3-H even 5, miles in extent—in which space i comprehended 


iret of land admirably well alle forthe kind of setement 1 
‘vs on behalf of myself and tends, to fora — 

aan perecy well stised with ie advantages, and have only to 
pray that may be spediy reclaimed —There i trendy one broken 
‘Towaship on the opposite side ofthe Lake this tac, forming another 
‘of seul equal exteat—wil il up agup ia the caia of setlement, and 
oud off the culated lands i that quarter ab far a the Indian pose 
‘ssons—it wl frm a valuable back county prodastive of advantages 
to he font Townships, & water communication to the Colony at Inge, 
fof the fist inporance—The outlet to this back country wil be by 
Sits Creck, where an excelent hurbour for Scbooaes & small 
‘raft might be formed at ao very considerable expense—and T ink, by 
tmeans of the Kind of population L hope to see Uhr, « cosiersbe 
“commere in varoas hinds of valuable produce, might in 9 shor ime 
‘pe cried on—T bave already tae some steps towards the improve- 
iment of this outlet which, togeder with some other particulars con 
ected with an extended plan of selement, Tam desirous of stating 
{o your Fxcllney—more fully than can be done in a note when f 
‘have the honoor of another interview — 

‘With the sanction, and under the Hind aorices of your Excellency 1 
trust that mach may be dooe by afew ardent, enterprising, minds ating 
thon a body of choten setter in sine «county Full of thi hope, 
id with ively felngs of grathude, mingled with thove ofthe highest 
(Conideration & respec, Ihave the honour subseibe my! 

"Your Exellensy's 
smostabed?& very humble serve 
‘Chaves Fothergi® 
“The York Hotel—Mareh 290 


IR ke at Sar of inst (Yank Me), ae ean He 
le ee eee 
‘Sis ut. emer eo hee anes pd pone of 
Seren Srieer a mikes ewan 
Sa cares vcs choke 
Be eed 
LES Coe es 














2, Prraxnonovon Counts Fast SEPVLERS, 1818 


[Thomas W. Poole A Sketch ofthe Early Setement and Subsequent 
Progees of the Town of Peevborough, and of Each Township in the 
County of Peterborough (Peterborough, 1867), pp. 123-7] 


“The survey ofthe township of Smith was just completed ia 1818 
wen « number of colonise who had sed that year from Comber. 
Ind, in England, found their way to that township forthe purpose of 
forming a setlement. Thee was a6 yet no semblance of tous through 
the almost unbroten forest from Port Hope, and hey accordingly 
‘hose the route by way of Rive Lake and the Otonaboe ever. On atv= 
ing at Smith the fit thing done was to erect» temporary log house on 
the fist lot west of the communication rod, which sal tangle 
piece of ground just outside ofthe present limits ofthe Town of Peter= 
Trough. Here they ved ia common ntl, by mutual assance, small 
-owses or shanties were erected on their several, which they ten 
rene, 

"The nats of thse fist eters who comprited this group were 
\Wilias Dizon and his fly of fie sons, Joseph Le and his sons John 
nd George; Robert Milbura, Robet Walton, John Walton (not the 
Iste Reeve and no relative), Walton Wisoa, Thomas W. Milburn, 
“oka Soith and hit son Joveph Smith. These were commoaly spoken af 
collecely 1s "the colony setters, o dsingush them from others of 
a carly pevod. 

“The following were ako among the early pioneers, having settled 
the township during the sane season (1818) and but ile while Iter 
than those sresdy named: John Harvey, Ralph Bickerton, Alexander 
‘Morsson, 60 Bromel, Robert Nichols, James Mann and his Som 
James, Thos, Lockbar, snd Joba Yates. Amoag those fom one to 
three yest later were Waller MeKibbon, Samael McKibbon, Wiliam 
‘Tully, Thomas Robinson, Isaac Nicolson, Sls Peron, Joseph Walton 
sand won, the eldest of which was the Ite Reeve of Sith; Mathew 








Sone aU Meena 
eee pee ne sera "taco Wet tee, Seer 





snd Richard Bell, John Edmiseo, Ephraim Jackson and sons, and 
‘Thoms Mulburn. 

"These mimes constitute the rll of honour among the early seers 
‘ot Sth—men who, by thir courage im penetrating the forest ad their 
example in enduring and finally overcoming its dificles and hard- 
hip, laid the foundation ofa fine setlement, in connection with which 
i'm but tag tht tele names shold be semembcred as those of 
frticl patios whove deeds remain, and the fut of whote earmest- 
‘pss and indir if te hoped thei children wil long en 

"Theft requisite to procere land in those daye wast take the oath 
‘of slegiance, on which a cerca was issued as evidence of the fat 
‘lation Ucket forthe lot sought was then granted, for which small 
fee was charged. Owing tothe wid and unsetted stat of the town 
Ship when the fir ofthese were ised, the colony” or Sit eters were 
ot required to make anyother payment than this mere nominal one 
bot later years a fee of $25 was charged to others on the issuing of 
thee deed. Bove afl tide wo the land was procured an fidait made 
by to persons setting forth thatthe setlement duties were performed 
ind n bows a last T8 by 20 fe in size erected, had tobe prseated 
tthe land office, whieh for some years rendered a second ourney 10 
Toronto a matter of ness, The performance of the setlement dais 
seas not 80 aly exacted in this township as in Otonabee in on 
‘ecto wih which they wil be more clea described 

“The fist seers in Smith encouttered difiaticn and pevaions of 
which wei afer ime, can have but a fait conception. Unaccustomed 
{emmany of them mere tothe new scenes in which they found themes 
Placed, with sant provisions and separated by lang wastes of wood and 
‘rater fom tee flow-Lind, thee station with tel wives and Title 
‘nes, mst have heen at tines appaling: and by les indomitable spits 
‘rola have een relinguihed i deri. Looking back upon now, 
In the Heh oftheir present prosperity, what have they not achived 
Sich rave men ae the te ptrits, whose names deserve fo be handed 
dow ia the aneals of our Msory to fate peerations 

‘Daring the fst fow fears great ificales were often fet in procur- 
ing the necesry provisions with which to support fe These had to be 
‘rough all he way from Port Hope or Cobours in the most aborous 
‘anes tnd inthe tla absence of even the most ordinary road, the 
nly guide being the “tnze upon the tres throagh the interminale 
Toves in which they seemed eatombed. Under these circumstances its 
‘otto be wondered at that whole families mere often for weck witout 
{cing bend and tha the herbs and succulent foots ofthe ich woods 
‘were often eile into regulon to lengthen out thel sean fae 


Late inthe autumn, dung one ofthese ital jnctres, number 
ofthe younger men ofthe seement started in company foe Port Hope 
{to bang in a supply of provisions, of which ther families began tobe 
‘ore ince The journey was made by way of the Otoabee ver and 
Rice Lake, and on their way back to their expectant households they 
sncampd onan and in Rie Lake, The season wae alten advncod, 
tnd a Keen frost sting i what was toi surprae and morieaton 
{o find themselves next mering bemmed in by an icy barter which 
rached away in the dstanoe snd blocked up the mouth ofthe river 
throoph which thir course ly. Tmpine their impatience at being thus 
‘Selyed, well knowing that during tee absence thelr loved ones were 
living on short sllowance, snd thi cldren vainly sttching out their 
hands fr bread. On te nextday th ce had become steal to 
support them, and they proceeded on their way ofr is gasy surace, 
Aeaeing their canoe wih their provisions bend them. Tas ot 
Stole of the dficales of whith those erly yeas furish many ex: 
amples. 

"Not even afer thei ist smal earings were made and they beean 
to sow and rxp thei tiny Rsrvsts was their coniton eres improve, 
How hey watched the wheat as it pew, and tasted ofthe pulpy gran 
‘eit hadened and matired inthe Kergel! But there wae mil, and 
‘hei smost ingenuity could not convert it into the bread for wich 
‘ey longed wit al the fore of eal elisha this emm he stars 
‘of trees, or rome ofthe large logs, were hollowed out ito potshaped 
‘itn im which hupe met was made to fal rsh the rain, the 
Sprocst being ake by the spring of spting bent over for that p= 
pose othe unwieldy overs sed for rising the bucket in form 
tell What was boiled, roasted, aod as 3 food for chlden was even 
‘honed by thelr parents, besides being thes pounded, In ode to convert 
ein food 

‘The more robust and vigorous, Indeed, not uatequenly shouldered 
‘bag of whet and cased It though tbe woods of Monaghan, Cavan, 
fd Hope to Smiths Cree, ss Por Hope was then ale, retrain with 
it around, to the pest Jo of the boushold, On sch juneys it was 
‘wun 1 ike along a sopply of potatoes to be eaten on the was, 3 
oficlency belng concealed benesth some fendly root ae convenient 
‘windfall at sbout midway ofthe distance toe used on the way home 

"Alte Isler an apology for mill was erected on Galloway's Creek, 
in Coven, ands ow lading and weally fame ia Sith informs a 
that etter the family were to wecks without oar he, then a young 
Inan, 10K the oxen std the sleigh and wended his way through the 
‘ponds to Galloway Wiser was sting in, and he found the mil 





silent an the water wheel frozen and immovable, Determined 19 have 
the dou, be st to work with wil, bt afer chopping away te ee and 
Spending nany al night in clearing obstructions, afew rounds was the 
Uimost the machine could be urged too, and be had to true tack 
wen tod dssppoited. 

"About the year 1821 the lise mil erected by Me. Adam Seo, onthe 
nk of the Otonabes at Peterborough, and which has been alieady 
‘evrted, was Se im modon, and, Impeeect though i was, i must 
everteles have been great boos 1 eters 50 situated 

'S sal grist mill was erected by Jacob Bromo, one ofthe early 
sets in Sit, which eame nto operation jst before the mail erected 
by the Government in 1827. Bromwel/s mill was a frame stucture 
‘rected atthe mouh of a small crock which enters the Otonabee sver 
Jos below Me. Saye’ saw mil In point of ie ad wefunes twas 
owt om par with Adsen Scot's; and as bt Brit time i oe the 
exton ofthe lager mill ered to having superseded the necessity 
for both of thse lesser structures. 

'A deputation rom the erly seers in Smith walted pn His Excel- 
lene, Sir Peregrine Maidan, to express the dsadvanages under which 
they lboreds but as reference has already been made tothe incidents of 
‘hat occasion they need ot be cepted here. With the erection of the 
frst mil at Peerborough by the Government 2 new era davned pen 
{he seers in this aswel asthe adjacent towaships, and theacforard 
‘hei provpeiy and sucess wore fly assured. 

"The present exelent road in Smid were only brought to thee pres 
cnt prtstion after long year of succesive improvement and the ty 
“targe sums of money. In T831 a wer inthe Cobourg Star deserve 
‘he communication road as scarcely pasable for ox teams, and fled 
tity oaldes, stumps, and other obstructions. In 1832 2100 was 
[ranted bythe ULC. Legislature fo improve this road, and fuer sums 
fm ater years, 











2. Tr SerrLescoer oF Oroxanee Towns 
(@) peveron oF survizns, 1819 
Public Archives of Canada, Upper Canada Sundries, 1819) 
Hamiton, Neveasde Distt, 
12 Nov, 1819, 
si, 
iam desied by the Subseribers ofthe included Petition to forward 
it to you, and to request that you wll be plese o ay it before Hs 


Eceleny the Lieut. Governor. For His Exsalincy’s information there 
ie List ubjoined ofall the Families who have signed the Petion 

Hoping that it wil meet His Esclleny'sapprebtion and concur 
ence, abd that you wil be pleased to communicate the sume, T beg 
eave to sbocribe myst 

Si, 
your most obd! le Ser. 
‘Edward Mabon esi “Thomas Carr! 
‘Acting Secretary Be. 


‘To His Excellency Sir Peregrine Maidand, Knight, Commander ofthe 
Most Honorable Miliary Onder of the Bath, Lieutenant Governor of 
the Provine of Upper Canada, Major General commanding His 
Majesty’ Fores therein, &c& the Petition of the undersigned Emi- 
‘rans hamblyshewet, 

"That your Excelleac’s Peones are Emigrants from diferent parte 
of Great Brian, and avived ia the Township of Harton during the 
Tax sammer, with an intention to sete in i mcighbousood 

"That, having understood that a tact of Land, situated on the north 
side ofthe Rice Lake and ying yp the Ottonabie river, was short 
to be surveyed to form a new Towahip forthe lation of Sets a 
tera, your Puioaers, thinking lt a elie station, and preferring 
to more remote Townships, fave waited, with comiderabe incon 
enience and expence, forthe completion of is survey, in onder to 
procure thee Lands init 

“That sour Petioners are now informed, by respectable autorites 
that tithe itetion of Your Excellency 1 reserve the said Township 
tlusively for naval Oflers and Seams, 

"That many of your Peiioners, having nearly exhausted thelr small 
funds, and having no prospect of obtaining steady employment during 
the winter, wil be put to great inconvenience and hardships, unless 
‘Your Excilency wil be plesed to rant them Lands, which they a9 
be advantagouily employed in clearing and preparing fr a spring crop. 

"Your Ptiioers therefore most humbly eaveat, that Your Fxesiency 
willbe plead to allow them, together with persons belonging 10 the 
Navy to paricite [in] the advantages oered by the said Towaship, 
SS Settecont tarde which their hopes and thei wither ave boon 
eniy directed, by allowing them to obtain their Grants of Land there, 
toon ats bein tate of readiness to recive them. And Your 
Petoners asin duty Bound, shal ever pray, 


‘see Seon XI, No.2 for 4 Norge ote 


‘Thomas Plws John Piews 
We Coserave ‘Willan Neade 
James Lowes George Wilson 
Soin Lacy’ X mask (George Greeank’s X mark 
‘new Care Wiliam Howson 
Tot Seat Wiliam Howson for George Howson 
Will Bateson Tot Roberton 
Wiles Bateson jt James Hunter 
“Thomas Batson Thomas Nelson 
John Me John OBryan 
“Geo. Care Won. Fleming 
‘Ambrose Male Ralph Davition 
‘leary Lindsay Anthony Blezaré 
Roert Ferguson Sohn Mtiosh 
‘Andrew Nokon Jar Redite 
fGenimelf nd John and Toh Betty 
Wiliam Neton ‘Alexander Noble 
Joka Bleaed Petr Roberson 
Rich Date James MCarthey 
‘Thot Car Samet Roberson 
Henry Adamson John Hutcheon 
‘Wills Watton Sohn Ainlay 
Thomas Autaed Sohn Barnet 


May it please Your Bxecleny, 

‘We the undersianed Commisioncrs of the 
Landtourd, nd Magctrates ofthe Dist of Newest, do cry 
thatthe ccamstances stated in th foregoing Ption are, according 
tothe bes of our Knowledge, corrects sod we humbly recommend the 
Ptoners to Yor Exclleney'sstetion aod favor, a persons of 
‘ober and industria babs 


acheas Burhan J. DMG Roper. 

HE Rottan JP. Walter Borwel 

1 Heary JP. ae Jone, 
Ward, 


Setter? Names, andthe numberof thee respective Families 
‘Men Women Chdn & Young Perons Tota 


Jin Lacy rod 7 ° 
Wai Neots ee: 5 7 
John Nason pla 5 7 
‘George Wikoa OS 5 7 


“Thomas. Roberton 
Anite Care 
‘Antbove Male 
Tota Bleacd 
Solin Metntoss 
Rickard Dale 
Thomas Autad 
Henry Lindy 
Smet Randolph 
Anthony Blezard 
William Watson 
John Healy 
‘Thomas Plews 
Wiliam Homon 
Wilism Fleming 
Wills Bateson 
Wills, Bateson 
‘Thomas Carr 
John Yates 
George Howson 
James Hunter 
‘Thomas Bateson 
John MNie 
‘Ansrew Nelon 
Wiliam Neton 
John OB gen 
Robert Fenton 
‘Thoms, Nekon 
Alexander Noble 
Sohn Plows 
Tames Lave 
‘George Clark 
George Greenbank 
Ralph Davidion 
Joti Betty 
‘Thomas Scot 
James MeCaiby 
Henry Adamson 
John Barnet 
Peter Roberson 
James Roberton 
John Hotchinson 
Witla Cosgrove 
“Total 


1 


1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
a 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
eo 
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So caueeu ened ese eeeeemnnmeeageuss 


(0) vorven of wancos #, warrensaD, moUmING ON AREAL? OF 
sere, 1819 


[Buble Archives of Canada, Upper Canada Sundries, 1819] 


Hope 3 Decembr 1819 
Major His, 
Si, 

‘A wish to sty the constant ings of the 
Seer, (as well as Motives of intrest) indacee me to beg the favor of 
‘you, 1 inform ie whether you ae toqsined with His Exelency the 
ica. Governors intentions, with regard tothe disposal of the Town 
ship of Land, now Surveying a the Rice Lake, Reports #3) that iis 
{intended forthe Navy ols, while the Majority ofthe Gentlemen, of the 
[and Board sure that wl be ope forall descriptions of Sere 
therefore Iam quite unable to give the Emigrants any determined sa 
{aston onthe sje. 

T would also te the favor of you, to request M' Baby to oiige me 
wih some particular insructons ato my duty as Cllr. 1 feel 
rmpell rather awkwardly situated, Being quite smacqisinted ith the 
pariculare of the office, the stat not being silently expit— 

Inthe mean tine plese to inform me, what was the anf Cash paid 
‘by M" Geo. Houlton to M" Me Mala for the papers. 

‘May Ibex you to pardon the trouble I ave piven you? And believe 

‘Me Sie, 
‘Your Most Obedient Humble Serv 
"Marcu F, Whiteead 





(c) trven of cxanies nun, 1820 
[Pubic Archives of Canada, Upper Canada Sundries, 1820) 


Haniton, Distt of Newent 
22 January 1820 

Ser 

Tam this day informed by Iter fom the Surveyor General that your 
Excalecy wil po conten my leation of Lot No 12 inthe eleventh 
‘oncuion of Otonee st Your Excelency had made a previous prom 
Ee of to Mr Chris Jones who is nom a Tocation Ticket for tin 
resuming fo address you T do So eonvinced of your determination to 
fo juste t every one, and certain that this deprivation most have 
Ista fom some misrpreseataton —Allow me belo state 1 Your 
Excellency that Tave served twenty one years in the Navy tothe satis 
faction of evry Ofice I ave ever Saled under, tht I came ost 10 
sete in tis Country at Beary expeme, having 2 Wife and four 
Children and afer walting for the Joewion of the gram allowed 


‘me by His Majo for seven Months, being retrctd by Your Excel 
Tency toa parol tit of land said to be reserved for the Navy. 1 
acaded at York and among others located the lot belore mentioned 
‘which location your Excellency wat pleased to approve of and by the 
utboriy of an order in Council location Ticket wae given me of 
‘tater so reat a apse of tine when Tam efectually prveatd fom 
the same advantage of choice given to cher setlers to ave pat of my 
location, and in ay fst stlement with a young Fanly the soe vale 
sie part of i granted to another I fee convinced yo wil take ito 
your favorable consideration, and if your Excllency wl be pleased to 
‘ret reference tobe made tothe old diagram you wil pecxive this ot 
‘war reserved by an onde in Counc for Captain Spbury (proc to my 
‘nde in favor of Me ones) who gave it up to accomodate me in cone 
Sideration of my Family allow me to nd Mr. Jones had his choice in 
lany Township whereas Twas restricted this alone —T have the Honor 
{o remain with all posible respec. 





To! Your Breslencys 
“His Excellency “Most Obedient 
‘Major General Sie Peseria Maiand urbe Servant 
WCB ete te— (Charles Rubldge 
Lieut, RN. 


4. Peron Fon A Mittia Conossion 1 THE Rice 
‘Lakt Distaict, 1820 


[Public Archiver of Canada, Upper Canad Sundries, 1820] 


“The Memorial of James Farr Et 
Humblysheweth 

‘ht your memorials father Henry Eliot served tneny one Years 
in his Majestys Royal Marines and is now from Il health contracted in 
the service on the balf pay ofthat corps — 

“That your memorialst though the inteat of Lord Forbes has the 
honour of having his mame on the Duke of Yorks Ut for thse some 
yeas past for a commission but the peace intervening prevented his 
faving his wishes realized 

"Your memorials secing no hopes of obtaining a commision was 
indeed to come out to Canad aca setter and being desious of serving 
his King in some depree hopes Your Excellency wil honour him with 
‘commis inthe Milita for one of the new Townships seling 
the Rice Lae, bis claims ae 


is fathers services in varios climates for the Before named period, 
«bros of hie fathers, Cat in the 28 Regt. Kled at §' Critters, 
the los of four out of Bve Uncles bythe mater side in his Majesty 
‘eve all in active employ, hie Grantor andl fay for many 
eserations being employed in either Army of Navy his teo ede 
brotters served one thineen and the oer ten years in his Majestys 
[Royal Marines the elder severly wounded 

"Your memoriast humbly hopes your Excellency il ake his ease 
{ato comsferaton and comply with his Wises, sald it not interfere 
‘vith Your eter arrangements, and your memeriist wil eve study 10 
deserve Your Excaleacjs Kindness and has the honour to subcribe 
imslt 

‘Your Excllensys 
‘Mort ob! humble Servant 
‘ames Purser Eliot 

Brooke 
omitonJany. 79 1820 


5. Apwinat. VaNSirranr aso Bixtey Towns, 1826 
{Archives of Ontario, CLP. General Comespondence ofthe CCL} 


Woodstock 138 September 1826. 

Tha the bonor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 17% 
sito; & be to offer, as an apology for my not ansering earlier that my 
Sen who Was employed by me to make the purchase of the lands in 
Bealy, ws atthe Ge onthe way to that pace. 

"The terms on which I purchased th land i the tommip of Bexley 
appear not to hive been complied with;—this appearance, however 
‘ignated in e pemision given by the lte Commissioner of Crown 
Tunis, to delay indefinitely completing the purchase. ‘The motives, 
monet others, urged upon the lle Commissioner to warrant the delay 
‘ere drawn from the polticallyunsted state of the Province at that 
time (or immediately Succeeding i) & forter from the prspect, sane 
tioned by a vote ofthe House of Assembly of a reat &spedy reduction 
inthe price of land in ew Townships 

Tes pow my witht pay the Bist Istlments on 1ts amounting 10 
shout thre thousand acres, which my son wll point oat (Bot however 
‘etntly decining the remainder shold the parchase be allowed 10 
‘eomtinve open for me); &T shal, of couse, opportunity serving, be 


quay aniows with ic Excellency the Lieutenant Governor to father 
“the stat setlement of that pat ofthe Prvince"— 
Thave the Honor t be 
Sie 
‘Your obeient Servant 
Henry VanStart! 
‘The Honble RB Salven 
caer aere 


6. Avexaxoex MeDovet* ro Pevex Ronen, 1829 


[Archives of Ontario, Crown Land Papers, Correspondence of the 
SG. and CCL, MeDonel to Robison, August 16, 1829) 


Peterboro 16% Angst 1829 
My dear Sir 
Hearing yesterday moming in Ops that a number of setters ad 
srcved at Cobourg, Thasened to this place to make some arange- 
‘mento pet them round a once to Cotmums withthe Sow, but met 


Sse eee 
‘Teka nn vera» sult of Teh and cebeedese fen Champa 
Sa es eee eerste Soe 
Soe eee area 

Hoe met See Cee args ee 
Bobs Sees eee fete rezone 
Spree mretes ie aoa nee 
meio ioreer a eee Soe 
Sea eae ernie ee 
See eae eee 
ar ree a ert ag 8 ent ret 
Fi ih oem te a rl 2 ed fer ty 
pel mt llaan er iy 
ESROR aoe fe ome 

















‘Six heads of Fame within afew Miles ofthis last Evening om their 
trey out they will each my place today whete I shall join them thi 
[Evenng,—I am favoured with M" Buchanans tt of amir from 
IM Bethan, which gives an account of Seven thes not yet rived bat 
houly expected at Cobourg—they are all from Scodand, two other 
{anil from te same place took possession of ther Stans on friday, 
ita ny intention to send you a ern of the lesions already made, 
tut shal now defer i atl shall have setled the Ite adton 1 ost 
Setdement—As there is every appearance of a regular Sucesion of 
Eran to his quarter for atime, Tinted contracting for he making 
of twenty or tity Shanses immediately, as T keep but two Asemen 
(Canadians) who bald a Shanty in te da’, fom the manner these 
nen have of making the roof, with small lips of basswood bark, boond 
togetier with poles, T have as yet heard no complinsffom incon 
venience by Fels 

‘From the men yesterday I recived several eters, yours respecting 
Petr Moction i amoag them, T lave at present a0 recollection of 
‘ving seen any peron af that mame, or of having received the Iter 
‘of eich be was to have een the Bearer, T shal however examine the 
eof letes this Evening on my retura to Ops—Two persons only T 
‘aleve have left the Towacip without Seling who cameo i with 
that view, Cyto [2] and Peay who were 10 retum in the fall 

Tam 
My dear Sie 


‘ery faithfully Yours 
Honble P Robinson "A MDonell 


7. Boston rroM Fon, Sonensersines, ro DUR 
‘Towns, 1631 


In 1945 tvan Grant, a Canadian soldier, visited Frome, in 
Somerset, to inquire about the emigration to Canada in 1831 of 
his ancesiors William and Jane Grant. Asa resulta pampblet was 
edited by J. 0. Lewis and printed in Frome in June of that yea, 
Entitled Letters from Poor Person who Emigrated to Canada from 
the Parish of Frome in the County of Somerset Herewth are (90 
ofthe letes, both from settlers in Dummer Towaship, introduced, 
bby material'on the means by which the 1831 migration was 
ffected, the send-off bythe inhabitants ofthe parish, and the em- 

spy he et ae pwn of he Es 1 a 


SES Date Tomeip pose who're he to es poe he 








Darkation. The following invoductory material is stated in the 
pamphlet to have been taken from "Tom Buas’s book... a Frome 
philanthropist 


In the yar 1830 about seventy persons went to North Ameria from 
the neighbouring parish of Corse, and were provided on their asval 
witha Small sum of mone, and then left to Providence and their own 
‘Gscrton. Lees coniaued to be receive from thve persons, and 
from other sels in Nowth Ameria, during the lst Year and the 
present, ll of which, witout an exception, gave a favourable account 
ff the welcome and Kindnes with which they were resved; the en- 
fouragement given to their industry; their good wages and pentifol 
Supports and the easy tems on which an indutsous labourer might 
‘cour Ind and independence. These letters, which are too mimeo. 
to be quoted here, gradually removed the apprehension, which was at 
Ast enetaine, of the consequences of landing poor famles on 
foreign shore witout previously making a povison for thir suppor. 

"At 2 meaingbeld the fiteenth of February Int ofthe Commitee 
for the Reet and Employment of the Poo. the Right Honourable the 
atl of Cork inthe chit, after heating evidence on the subject of emi 
‘ration, twas ordered that notice be given on Sunday next of parish 
‘meting to be held on Thursday, to consider and decide on raising a 
moderate sum of money’ by poor rates forthe perpose of sessing peo- 
ev persons and their fale, now recving rele, to emigrate from 
{his country to Canada. At this meeting an agicalur! labourer whe 
had gone to Canada a is ova expense, had obtained there good wares 
Spd maintenance, snd good Weatment, and who had returned to ech 
Iie wile and fami, as examined in person. At the subsequent parish 
rmecting £100 were voted forthe asrtance of families recsving parish 
‘ele! only. 1t appeared that the sum paid forthe maintenance of & 
family for less than two years would emove them to North America, 
‘ever tobe again burthnseme Yo the pars and the advantage of the 
Poor in that county would be much superior to any which could be 
Expected ere. The thre hundred pounds voted by the parish was 
Increased by one hundred pounds gen by the Most Honourable the 
Marguls of Bath; Sty poubds by the Earl of Cor; thy pounds by 
the Mess. Sheppard and other shall subscripons, Ae soon ae wa 
own that asetanee would be piven, about two hundeed person, Is- 
lading their falls, gave in their names a¢ volunteers. From thee 
Sve selected thiteen heads of fais, thiten marved women, four 
Somme men under teat, teentyscven daughters, and twenty-eight 
fone, pong with their paras inal eghy-fve. No inence was use, 
Every emigrant who attended at requested to say whether be weat of 











his own choice and feel, and every one replied that he weateaiely 
‘ol his own free coice, There was an ansety to be permited to go. At 
Giderent meetings of the commie, it vas ordered that tose wbo 
‘migited shoot be alowed one pound each for the heads of families, 
find tit respective wives; ope pound each for tol; one pound for 
ny single perso; en slings for eac child; tem shilings for clothing, 
‘that they be conveyed in eatiages; that they leave Frome on Monday 
ight, 2st of March asta; and enact nd slp onboard Toer- 
‘y aight. That thet pasage and provisions be paid for to. Gucbec, 
Sand further passage to Monten. That the allowances in money should 
te pa them after the voyage. Berth were previously secured on board 
the Airy Cass, belonging to Mesis. Sheppard and Salmon, reipect- 
able merehants of Bristol 

"No sooner ws the decision known than all hands were at work to 
provide asesaris and conveniences fr the poor who were to dept, 
[nd never to eetur, Ladies who hod lrg famlies employed theaveles, 
‘hei children, and servant, The ladies of the Chantable Society, th 
‘numerour children ofthe National School the forty gic athe Amie, 
aod many others, were busily engaged. Clothes, bedding, tol, and 
‘most aumbeless artes were provided, without adhering othe Limit 
‘of expense. Every engrant had his separate bag and parcel, well led, 
And ssreflly packed, All the waellers were iaited 16 the house ofthe 
Minister of Crit Chorch, where they recived Bibles and other rel 
‘ous books. On the Saturday the rites of Baptism, without fees, were 
Mminisored to many ofthe children who were to cfss the ocean, at 
the parish chuch- Many attended at Christ Church on the Sunday prv= 
‘us 0 thee departure, and heard a discourse, purposely prepared for 
‘hem, well adapted to thee sition snd their fore proxpects. Pre- 
‘ute were ten that Divine Service shoeld be performed on San- 
ays daring the passage. 

‘One of the emigrants, to whom a gentleman had lien 2 sovercign 
by mistake fora alin, was so bonst a5 to brig back wo him. 19 
the ight ofthe 21st inantephy-ve mea, women, and chien, with 
‘heir baggage, set ot in seven ciriage,proseded by band of mise, 
‘Thee proper pesos accompanied them to preserve order apd attend 
‘hele want. They embarked the next evening. The captain ofthe vessel, 
fppeared humane and aftentive to al who were pled under his ar, 
[Nzcesary medicines were provided. Towards aight the lit chitren 
tegan to eaquie when they were 19 go home? perectly unconcoge 
‘hat they were never fo see thie homes again! One of them Is eid to 
thve dan atachment a Frome, Her sister, iti reported, was averse 
to the water, sod faited when she came on board. Tnenced by thee 
‘Sroumstancts, the parents sold par of the things glen them, and re 











turned with thee family to Frome where they were recived unwel- 
come vistors, baving prevented others from going who would gladly 
Ihe cakes thei place. On the 230d instant «gentleman went onboard 
He sai it was ot pleasing sight. Thi heats seemed ul, and the 
‘women were in teary atthe thought of parting for eer fom he native 
‘county A lady wet the nextday fot the Kind parpose of distributing 
‘ful gifs forthe ehilren. She sid they were then more chee 
Farmer Beauchamp, who accoupanied them trom Frome, proceeded 8 
few miles on the Voyage, and said that when he returned they were 
‘heel, and sent grateful remembrances tothe frends they had let. 


‘We have a description of the arival of thee emigrants in Can- 
‘da, for William Lyon Mackenzie visited the ship when she docked 
in April 1831 at Quebec: 


(One forenoon 1 went on board the ship Airy Castle, from Bris, 
immediatly afer hor srival The passeagers were in aumber 284, all 
inthe hold or sterae; all English fom about Best, Bath, Frome, 
Warminster, Maiden Bradley, ec. went below, and trly it was a 
curious sight. About 200 human tings, male an female; young, of, 
snd midde-aged; ling, sagng, laughing, crying, cating, dinking, 
having, washing: some naked in'bed, and othes dressing to 40 08 
‘ore; handsome young women (Perhsps some), ad uly old men, 
‘maid and single religous and ieigius, Here a grave matron ehant- 
fing sections frm the let ition of the lat new hymn book there 3 
brawny ploughboy “pouring forth the sweet melody af Robin Adie: 
‘Thee veers were foor, Buin general they were Boeing people, 
snd such ae Twas glad to see came to America... Itt my opinion 
at few among tem wl forget being cooped up teow deck for four 
seks in @ moveable Be-room, with 250 such fellowodgers as T have 
ndemvoured 10 describe! 


‘Two letters in the collection ar from settlers inthe Township of 
‘Dummer, The fist I from William and Tane Grant to their parents, 
the second from Levi Payne to is parents 


1 











Dammer, September 6th, 188, 
‘Dest Father and Mother, 
“This comes wih oor kind love to you: I hope you are well melt 
andthe chldeen are wel, but Wille has got the agve he has had it 
‘Macken, Siecher of Canale an the Und Stay (Trane, 183), 
mia 


these five weeks it has been very wet Spring and great many have 
the sgue thir eaton. Bu for ll ie we do act wish ossles in Frome 
ain suppose yo woud ike to Kaew how we ive ince Wiliam is 
‘orale to work; we Inded im Quchoe the 21st Api hen went by = 
Seam packet to Montreal, 180 mies, I cannot tell the distance from 
‘ne pace fo ances, you have heard of the sver St Laurence, which 
{Wavout one hundred and dusty mies long, we do go up there by the 
Dammct boss, tedious way Yo Prescot then to Kington (tll Wie 
liam Gregory we saw Robert Davi, he is well, be made vs weleome) 
then we ment to Litle York tothe Governor of the Upper Province, 
Ino res there; now we had no longer to matin ourselves we ad 
‘ur provision found us and our pssage paid back to Obere? seventy 
Iles dowa the sver, agua fom thereto Peterborough. Wiliam gave 
in is deharge tere, which entdes him to one hunded ates of and, 
which we are now in possesion of, we have forty-nine pounds of oar 
nd seven pounds of pork every week for «twelve monty and ate to 
‘hop wih, (tbe od Country stor sre no good her) grat numbers of 
‘emigrants ave come out this Somme, you would be surprised 10 see 
them they at all provided for the same as we ee only those tat are 
‘ot solders huve to pay £20 for the land in si years We are cghicen 
ties ftom Peteborouph, the pork and four it brought out im eas. 
By the Besing ofthe Almighty, we expect to do wel, we thought t 
‘ow two sees of fall whest, bt Willams having the ages we shall not 
te able to sow any before Spring, then, pease God, We think to sow 
two aces of wheal, one acre of potatos, half an acre of com, pees, 
itd, et. I suppose ou tak tis too much to be teu; T have ot 
{old you one word that i nt true, We have to chop down the tnber, 
put tin ples, and bur i if you had it ia England you would grudge 
‘burning i ne, clean-grown timber. Sugar-maple here Sin and high, 
(Cat what the Corey" min meant y te sugar bush). We have here 
‘whole ms of woods, ao one Enows the Bounds of it a England. It 
England, Ireland an Scsland were wo come ou, they coal no init 
Ic Teas said before we came out, that it was going tobe stopped, as 
So many were coming, but doo’ you belive it they ae all lad to see 
‘come, Goverameat pays forall never a township filed so fast as 
Dummer, a howe almost on every hundred acres, Every one bere makes 
tis ovm ropa, he makes a hole i the maple at fall when the sap 
es bck, andi spring when ss, then bel i and it makes Beat 


ou tons wee Bee at etme craft wd cy fight and pe 
seep ope Loon 

‘renany Cour 

sei 


ful sugar; they make thet own sop and their own candles. Thee ate 
ope er, who came out poor s wedi, who have now their cows 
tnd ote, sheep, pig, ee, ia sor, eveything heart can wish fr. A 
fpest many Inth came out th summer, bat they Would Sooner see 
England Scotch, Shoe ae dear hee; there i no cling busines 
fared nll oa toe are very dest axes fom 10s. 1 12s each. We 
Inve a methodist preacher amongst Us, and @ gentleman from—— 
tweaty-ive mies comes once a foraigh. At for money, we shall 
fave ut lite yet, tl our eopr come round lo ave someting to sl 
(Clothes ae dear any ofthe party come out nex spring, It them 
thy as much Athy cam, and let them beware, thatthe people all up 
‘he country, il chest them in every way they can. Aman that has 3 
uly, wil’ do beter thin one wilout, for every child tat ean carry 
2 sick i of we, The summer ha been much ie the summers in Eg 
Tandy we do nt know what the winter wl be. We hive oar hows ult 
‘of wood, not fr waa! of stone, but masons; we have pen of fime- 
“one; thee are now sete places: Goverment pay forall ove houses, 
Tet any one se the leter that wishes hey say fake fr a teh. A 
‘man from Beale i come back, i wat to bard work foe hi, he wll 
{ve ita bad mame, dont Believe hm, his name is T—r. 1 forgot to tll 
‘ou that Wiliam was lst, when be went tose the Ind two dys and 
fo nights, T never expected to soe him gaia, ewele mem went in 
‘arch of him, almost ll is lothes were wen of sucha gue T never 
‘Your afestionate Son and Druchter, 
WILLIAM & JANE GRANT, 


Direct to us, 3, 20 Lot, near Peterborough, ia the Township of 
Dunes, Upper Canada, 


Dummer, October 13, 1831 
Des Father and Mother, 

Tite these few ines 10 let you know how we are geting on; we 
hve ne hundred eres of good land, and about seven acres of beaver 
‘ends onthe and Give my love to my fathers and brother-in-law, 
indy wiles love to her father snd brother, and tell hem tht we ae 
doing wll was a good thing for ws that we came here, we never 
‘wanted for neither bread and meat since we It ome. When T got om 
tny land bd one soverin and twelve sbiligs Tet, but have more 
than one, two, or three now, and iT had aot been iT should have 


ad near twenty pounds now, Iwas il oF nibe weeks in the fever and 
‘pie, should have had Ss day all the tine; George can get 25. 6 
‘ny and his keep; men get 4s. 2 day and thle board, cca. day 
Sod no board in the summer; Ihave got two ares and all of whet 
{his fal, ad i shall sow about tee sees of spring wheat net sping, 
tpsids ote grin, if pease God. The wester is eat the same ete 
frat home, irany diference, eather move thunder; the days ate 640 
ours sd @ balf shorter here in te summer, and two hours and shalt 
longer inthe winter the people tall us the Trost goes ito the ground 
‘out cg incr inthe bck peat lan, bl inthe red and it pee in 
‘foot oF mere some winters; the snow was not eet inches deep all 
Inst winter; all Kinds of seed will grow bet; plese to send me a litle 
fly cabtage seed, ile white Stone curip see, Ite oaion seed, 
{litle carol seed, and a Yew pipers. Plese wo tll ay brother 
on to send over 3 pair of tuck-axls, and make them song ge 2 
love o brother John and all the family: brother John you may do well 
bere, bscksmits and earpentes that can make cats abd Waggon, may 
get mone) fast as any farmer in Eagland you can et your timber 
for nothing, 1 wil give you as much timer 36 you ean we la twenty 
years if you come, S00 tone werk of fin deals and el, ot 30 

ter, one tee sll measre forty yar a the body, without Sing 
‘iotor branch on ta gun wil pot cary tthe tp of the desk. When 
‘ee ctor bum one of them down, you can hear the fl oft for mile, 
tome of them i fe yards round and bythe fll they beak of in tee 
‘or four pieces; sometines we have a gwcat many pats [parties] 
here, anda great many deee, woodzocks, snipes, ducks, gee, fue, 
beavers, bears, ands few wolves. For kiling a weil we pet £1 St, wo 
taketh hea ta the governor and receive the money. We hae ll Kinds 
‘of ih; George has caught 5s. wort nan afternoon; pigsons ate Beyond 
‘umber, and ares aot a great many: have seen no peasant Yt the 
price of things here dearer than sin some places; four 6 pounds 
focone sling; bet snd mation from 3 104d. per pound: pork, fom 
44. to 6d, per pound; sugar snd soup, 84. per pound; bute, 8d. per 
youn candles, Ts. per pounds whest Se. per Boke; brandy, T=. 3, 
Per pot rum, 100 per po; whiskey, 748, per pot at the sil howe, if 
Sou take a gllon, 2-9; cee, 6 pe gallon; bes, atthe Brewhouse, 
Ted. er gallon. Cloth ta cheap or cheaper than is at home: we ex 
‘buy god be cloth for 8s, 6. pr yard; Keseymere for 4. per yard: a 
mans pir of bal-bonts, 15e3 shoe, 10s. 6d. per pal. Thomas Sei 
Id a pir of halboot made last weck for 15s, good strong boots. 
“The pce of patos, 1s. 34 per bushel; the best red ones, 15. 64 pee 

















‘she, Please o tll my brother Jobn to ite John Singer's ow to his 
‘othe, and hs wife’ ove, and James Sanders and hs wit’ love to 
them, Jha Singer's wie gots son a month od they are all wel and in 
‘heath, So 20m with my lve to my der father and mother, brother and 
‘Sse, brotherin-law and sterinaw, and my wife’ love io everyone 
‘of you all; my chiles love to their grandfathers and grandothes, 
uncles and ans. David and Mary is at service under one roo, in 
familie living in two adjoining house, they got tee washing clothing, 
sand keep, with 15e per month fo the winter, they Ike tice places 
uch, bth families are Engish peopl. Father, thee i family coming 
from Chapmanslae, at spring. the man lives close by me, Henry Sol 
trove, you ean snd the seeds by them, andthe euck ales and eters; 
foe of my brothers can go tothe howe, it one eld fom the pubic 
owe towards the Black Dog, tell the man's wife bef very well be 
in my house two or thee times every day. Give my love to James Gold, 
‘Robert Butcher, and John Doman; if you keto come, you can get £3, 
fer month, with Your board, washing, ending, and lodgings anyere, 
{Give my love to John Whatley, snd til nT wanted hin ery bad one 
187, for I sot der and wa notable to carry it home myself Igo it 
up at my back but If down with, and could ot tke it up again 
[went fo a farm house and got a man to belp me, and the farmet 
‘reseed it for me, I gave him one quarter of iT went home wit the 
‘ead skin ear and iver, nd next morning Joseph Edwards, ysl 
‘nd George, my son, went and gti home. I gt the skin for Willan 
Stat, of Devel I sll ond i as soon as Ica, give my love toi 
sd his wile: ve my love to Mis. Godard, and tl her we are all 
‘ell; she should not wast flor game if she was here. Give my Tove to all 
iny frends mt Warminster and Crockerton: so Tmt conclae wit my 
love tomy father. When you wet to me, det to Lev Pave in te 
township of Dummer, near Peterborough, in Upper Canad, in the 
second Concession, on the 18th lot of land, Send me word how things 
te poing oo, tade and other things, and whether you have work oF not 





LEVI PAYNE? 
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8, CuoosiNe Lavo mv UrrER Caxng 
(This keter in a subsequent undsted edn of Th Exiga’ Guide 
Containing.» Lees from Emigrants (1832), war copied from 
litem 10470 aa. 19 Inthe Library of the British Muteum. Nurserout 
references inthe leer suggest that i war writen by JW, Dunbar 
Moose} 


Extracts ofa Iter from a Halt-pay Oficer seted in the Newoasle 
Dist, Upper Canada, o his Friend in London, ted 24% November, 
1833. 

+ have had much conversation repaing the former state ofthe 
ony with the older seers, and they all agree Ia stang tha, atl 
‘din the lst four or five year, they were obliged to take soods in 
‘change for their wheat, et, from the merchant; now, however the 
‘see is toulyaleed, and MONEY ean be readily obtaine for mort 
ftises of farm produce. When the farmer happens to be inthe She, 
owever, as at home, they frequently compel him to take goods in part 
payment, and allow a smaller price for thee gain 

"Yesterday I completed a purchase far you of 227 eres of lan, vin 

127 sere in Hamilton, about Tour miles to the eastward of Cobos, 
nd 100 sees im Hainan, about nine miles eat from Cobourg and 
‘vo miles anda half from the illge of Grafton, cat the shore of the 
Lake The fst menoned place ist cost 2600 eureacy, and te fst 
rentioaed £300, in all £900 currency, of atthe prewnt rae of et- 
‘change about £760 steing. Each of thee places contains about 70 
‘ces of eared lind, fe from stumps, nd has smal orchards of epple- 
tees, log houses, bars, ete. My barznin with Mr. C, the sell, I that 
you ae not peased with your purchase he will ake back the land, 
wil return the pris in two Jers, with 10 per cea. per annum for 
the ue ofthe money... Tshll now ave you some account of my 
fmm proveedingr since I wrote las, and detail my future propecia 
Which T fel assred you wil lend me your askance, which Tam = 
termined to met by the manner in which T shall conduct ey com 
sions I may receive. Same time ago, by the death of s relation, T 
‘ame infor legey, which enabled me to make some most desabe 
‘orehaes of land at sale of Government lands: 1 bought 200 acres of 
‘il and in Door, adjoining part of my grant which Thad taken up fn 
that township. As none of the neighbours who knew the land would 
‘oppose me T got tat 20s per acre, and immediatly ater the sale T was 
‘Sered £2 pee ace by a land spcultor. Thave contracted for clearing 
‘twenty seer and bulding a log howe thre, where I fatend to my 


future residence. Ihave sold my farm hee for 8200 and 800 acres of 
il land, which is word atleast £400 more, ia all £600, being beter 
‘han double what my farm Bete costa year ago. You wil say ht dt 
pretty well, but Ihave been favoured by the ercamsiane alluded to 
Tow come to my fare plans, in which T think you ean materially 
asst me without curing tay kind of responsibility. 1 propose in con- 
junction wit my broterinlaw, to undertake an agency busines for 
favering money in improved lands for expt in England who my 
Honour us wei commissions for that purpore. My plan is shorty a 
fellows; to make no parchases unl a pood tenant is fund who wll 
pay reat of from 6 10 § per cet. on the price of the land for any 
term of years notexccoing twenty-one years. The price of the lands 
Would not be payable unt the puchase war elected, and clear ties 
Imad out and ly reptered. We propose charing thes per cet. on 
al tansictions, with traveling expenses, which lst would not be great 
Te sould obviously be our imeest, and we should make a point of 
‘managing the business inthe most economia! manser for the pares 
tmpoying us My brotherioaw has been several years employed by 
‘he Canada Company in loating seers, fe ete and fom his ex 
petlcace as farmer is well galled to frm a coret judgement ofthe 
{il nd tution of the lands, eo. As Ue formery sated, id Tandt 
‘se much more rap i value than improved lands, when judiciously 
‘hoven; bat thei uimate vse kn vale, though ceria, proceeds at 2 
‘ieent rae, aecording to creumstancs in erent sistions. 

‘Ofcourse if employed to make purchases of wild lands, which i not 
‘pat of ur immedite plan, we would requ to examine the lands 
Darcy, which would by ateaded with considerable fu from 
Ianto ond, A, and a greater expense than inthe fv ease. T sould 
foe! parcnlarly obliged by your mentioning our proposal to any of 
your fiends who might wish to purchase Tand in Canada (tht [0 
fay inthe ciabouring dstiets 85 regards Cobourg). T should state 
Chat, inthe fst instance, T would undertake to invest £5000 ia Tend 
Dying from 6 1 8 per cent in eat in the inenedinte neighbourhood of 
rourg, Port Hope, te, Kes our future proceedings must be de- 
termined by cicamtances. The society inthe eighbourood of your 
fans such titer than where Tm. By-the-bye Tshould mention th 
thooph oe afte farms is called 127 ares i the ded, i supposed 
‘Seu to contain about 150 sre, T trust my arengemente wil give 
Sow sstisfction, and 

Tam, &, &. 

1. During last winter ane houte fm Coboury paid 24000 in eas for 
‘he atl of wheat alone 











9, Serrumwan ar am MouTY oF Tus Taunt, 1834 


Archives of Ontri, Crown Land Papers, General Correspondence 
of Surveyor General, 15 January, 1834), 


Commissioner of Crown Lands Ofice 
‘York 150 Jany 1834, 
si 

‘have the honour herewith to enclose you an application addressed 
to me by Mr Seldon Hawley snd oer sesiing at ad near he mou 
fof the River Treat in which they beg thatthe portion of the Clergy 
Reserve remaining at the dsposl of the Government, and containing 
shout 40 Acres may be surveyed and laid out into Town lots and oered 
forsale in the ose manner. 

“As [fly concur withthe Petitioners that great advantage woald be 
etve by the establishment of 2 Town [beg to recommend thee p> 
‘ication tothe favorable comsideraion of the Lieut. Goveror and to 
Teqvest that th Surveyor General may be authored to make the Survey 
sequied. 

Thave the hooovr tobe Sie 

‘Your most obedient 
“Humble Serant 
Peter Robinson 
‘Senctloned 
Col, Rowan 1 Hohn Colborne] 


“To the Hon Peter Robinton 
‘Commissioner of Crown Lands 
fe be be 
York 
Si, 

‘We the undersigned residing at and near the mouth ofthe River Treat 
eg to reid you tat thee are at present, specially reserved by the 
Government, about one hundred acres of fand in the township of 
Marry immeditely adjoining the West Bank of te sid River at it 
mouth; that sboat 12 acrey of the said Reserve have rcenly been 
tant to te English Episcopal Chore, the Roman Catholic Church, 
fd forthe erection of schoolhouse inthis township, the Residoe 
‘Si cemaining in wid state and unappropinte, 

‘Ar in our option the increasing wealth of this township and the 
reghbouring comiry sand in need of lg, andthe mouth of is 
River ita sation pricoley favoured by nature for tat purpose — 
‘ve umbly beg leave to represent tat the improvement ofthis part of 





the Province would be grea accelerated wa all the reserved fand, 
above alluded to, surveyed and sod in tova los oa te usual conditions 
‘Of buiding tat Such los are when sold by the authority of the Com 
tmisionr of Crown Lands We beg alo to sogpest that a sulin spot 
‘of ground in such pat ofthe above reserved land as may appest best 
dapod forthe purpse, beset apart inorder to enable the Inabitans 
‘ofthis township and thers to Hold wostly market theron, together 
With Qusrety or Annual Furs such days and under such Regu 
Tntios a8 His Exceency the Lieut’ Governor may think proper to 

We cannot help reminding you, Sit, alto’ we deem it almost t= 
peruous, in addresing a Geilenan who hae alwaye Boen 20 favour 
‘ble tothe Genera improvement ofthe Coury at you have bees, hat 
{he establishment of markets is messire which invariably simulates 
the industry of the poorer class of Agrclural Setters atthe same 
tine tha it allods great comvealence and facies in the posal of 
‘heir gpa fo the Merchant, the Storheeper and the Mechanic 

‘We, therefore, beg you wil be pleased to take our request nto your 
serio’ eonsieration; and that you wll be pleased to cause the Survey 
Sd sale of the above mentioned Ind to be carid into exeeton with 
‘rise delay as posble,—as we fel, with regret, that this porton of 
{he Province sf bend our situations less favoured by ature, fom 
‘the wont ofthat patronage which the Government of this country at 
always been ready fo extend, when the wants of any portion of is 
Subjects ae respectfully made known toi 

‘We have fartber to request that You wil, if accesary, make the 
abject of our present application hnown to His Excellency the Lica 
Govern, and that you willbe pleased to point out to him the great 
‘vantages that would be derived to all thor ving in this neighboue- 
hood bya compliance with the request of tose who have the honour to 
ares yoo-We have the hoscu to be, 





Se 
Your Most sbedint, 
uamble Seren 
River Trent 
130 anuary 1838 
‘Sheldon Hawley Robt, Powe 
John Grier M.D. Curran 
1. Brooks Crowe Jacob Ford 
Wilism Roberson Denis Macaulay 


Joh. Morpby 


10, Inauonanrs 10 Tie NeweastLe Distaicr vid Port Hops, 1836 


[Aecounts and Papers, 1837: The Annual Report of A. C. Buchanan, 
‘Acting Chie! Agent for Emigration to Canada, December 12, 1836} 


“Levers from Landed Proprietors in Eagland, with Answees thereto, 


Beachamwell, Norfolk, 10d May 1836 
si, 

Thad the satsaction of learning from your eter to my fend, Mr. 
Daniel Gurney, the report which he had received from you of the 
sons of the emigrants from this parish, whom 1 had ventred 10 
recommend fo you last year, and who sailed trom Lynn by the beg 
“Sunson." The sccounts received bere by the relations of the pares 
themalves have excited such a dor ta remove to Canada among the 
Inbouring people, that T have reilved to sant four fame and 0 
young men with means of emigrating, nd have selected persons who, 
Sable and dexteroue Ibourers im hocbandy, aro well qualified "0 
fxpect success in that line, and one youth, heught up a tar, with 
probaly talents enough to be well in those parts. T have ot ivited 
iy tenants fo undertake any of the expenses attending this expedition, 
‘tat thi not Being exsy» parish mesrae, Tain, bythe advice of 
Me. Planock, ofthe Colonial department, addres all tse people to 
you, slicing your kindest iverest in thir behalf and aid to forward 
{he woe of them to Poet Hope, on Lake Ontario. I enclose you one 
ofthe ofce forms, filed up with the name of the party, amounting 
CGtading an infant) to 29 indivi, with the signatares of s0ch of 
‘he nen ae wore able to write 

‘On account of ths undertaking T send you enclosed a remitance of 
1808, seving, o be pld to you bythe Quebec Branch af the Montreal 
Bank, topster with the addon of the current exchange: which sm 
fof 80, sterling I paid into the hands of Mess. "Thomas, Wilton & 
Co, of Warnford-Coun, London 

"The Schedale anexed to this eter plas out in deta the apportion 
ment ofthe above rum to the purposts of expediing the emigrants by 
the conveyance to Lake Ontario, andthe sums tobe pad wo them fa 
‘oin by the King's Resever of Upper Canada to each family or 
‘didual, with the sums appointed to be reosived by the people, and 
‘which cannot be invaded or touched on thei ourney in any way. 
Tope thee people wil ind themelvs set down in Upper Canada vader 
ery advantageous icumagces. They wil all have a ite money i 
{i pockets; do not know what they may have of thee own, hy slo 
of thee friture ec, but Thave given othe captain 12 halfsovesins 





in gold tobe distributed among thea, according to instrtons, 28 soon 
45 they shall be quite clear ofthe Chanal; and they wil also, I bebve, 
ft some present of money from the farmers they have worked fo, as 
Wells ops ete, trom me 
T should hope thatthe Spicer family, who are steady people, with 
four abe persons among them, may, withthe sum of money appoints 
or them fo receive, and under your drctios, be able to stle very 
advantageous, 
shall be pad to lars of the areal of the “Penelope”, with those 
femigrans in good health, and be very grated forthe servies and 
Kindness which you will bestow upon them. 
T remaln, et 
(Gigned)' Toh Moteaux 


‘To A.C. Buchanan, Esq, te, Qusbee. 
[Beachamell and Strangham emigrants by the “Penelope” from Lynn: 


[Above 14 yeart—Spicers = = = 
Reeves = = = 
John Furbys = 
Henry Furbys > 
*  Canmwall => 
Moreratt > 


esa 





Under 





yeurs—Spicers — 
Ttant 


° Reeves = = 
ed 
Henry Fare 


s 
2 
2 
2 
1 
He 16 09 6 
4 
3 
1 
1 
9 


@ -6/- 7 4 ~ 
esis 


‘Tobe pu in coin om the partes landing at Port 
Hope by the bands of his Majrys Reseve, 
Upper Canada 
“To Wiliam Spicer, self and family £20 
Witla Reeves, for 
” John Furbys, for dito = > 6 











"To Henry Furbys, for dito = - - 6 
C coma = = 2-2 8 
Wallan Moowwott = 22 02 0 a6 = 
To mest any contingencies, and the residue 66 6 
‘any tobe divided 
20 


1 any death occurs previous to the dstibution, the portion to po 10 
the remainder ofthe family 
(Gigned) John Motteaus. 
Beachamvell, 10th May 1836. 
‘The shove sums ste to be pai, topsther with all Benet arsng from 
the coarse of exchange. 


Serrcentr oF me Nonmien® Townes OF re 
‘Taewr Vause 


[Public Archives of Conado, Parsonage Lewes] 
Dysart Feby 29, 64 





My dear Charles 

Not having recived any answers to eters writen in July and 
September Ist to youself Mes Philips and Mes Bonwick we am oaly 
onelude they were never reci'd as we have not even fad paper of 
‘ny ineligence whatever Inthe fst Inform’ yoa that we had ne 
sage out in 14 days and had ariv'é at Port Hope a very beautiful 
lide Towa on Lake Ontario all in good health, distant 437 mls trom 
‘Quebec Taso inform’ you that employment wat very saree Trade 
ting almost at 2 sand sil on account of the war in the Sate, Tn the 
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“it active at the Age Of 93, when his experiences were recorded. “ 








‘ext Taf’ yu that not bing able to gt any employment—Myselt 
lint Heary where aboot to start fr the Backwoods we travelled 100 
niles out the lst 40 miles entirely through the woods the Land Com- 
‘ary had the stands [ora] I took one of their los and commencd 
‘Chopping when after clearing an acre Twas informed I ad ben leat 
Ing on another man's ground after saying 6 weeks I return to Poet 
Hope and ot being able to do beter we all tated again forthe Back 
‘Woods The Ralvay bringing ws to Lindy 40 ies the Sst day then 
by steamer the next ay 20 sles to Bobeageon the remaining 40 Ica 
rearety describe fri any Rosd was ever made purporely to upset the 
Passengers the Bobcageon must be te ope T am Rappy to sy we 
sev safely without any accident on the 3d day of October. T thes 
onimencd wokiag fo the Conpany and looking out foe nother Lot 
‘We had to tad s Log House snd come into it st Christmas when the 
Cold was so intense tat the cops and saucers froze had together whist 
wwe where drinking our ca and a pall of water standing bythe fie side 
Srould be fozen solid during the ight T have had my fingers frozen 
‘hist out chopping and this & nothing uacommoa for Sages and toes 
Should be well wrap'd up but people do not wrap wp their bodies in 
eat cots inthis country as they doin gland except when taveling 
for withthe mast intence from we have the most Beautifel snshine 
‘ad no sai, but i would be impossibe to Ive in this country witht 
fre in the night sits gute common forthe Breath to be frozen on 
the Blankets Bot with all hese drawbacks and a few others which T 
Inve not mentioned we are all much peard withthe general features 
‘of the Country. During the time we have been bere we have had a 
‘eater suber of fine days than T ever remember to have soe during 
the sme time in Eagland If you where tose the eileen you would 
atieve them to be cally happy alto they have Beem without shoes all 
the winter and our fae hs been of he panes description i has arly 
‘ever varied from Bread Pork Potstoes and Tea witht butter ropa of 
tik Tealy know of one milch cow and one horse in the whole 10 
‘Towsbips consisting of 250 thousand acres When we came out here 
there where only our or Ave seers or squatters in al, hee ae 208 
carly twenty besides good many Lots taken by partes wating for 
the ming of the sows which i sad wil take pace in shout si 
weeks from this time. Henry i dong well working for himself being 
Ssitant cook to a gang of men who are cating roads though the 
forests where he hasbeen te last oar maths he looks fat and well 
fy have not reosived any of our Letters nd I feseyoa have not for 
‘young man oat here who came from Manchester has writen to hie 
‘tend eight eters and they have wrote to way they ve not had abe 
‘of thew you must have thoght we had gone to some unknown Region 








snd forgotten you altogether But nor so we lt too many realy kind 
Itends in England ever to forget them o the assistance we rested ia 
‘our pretest ncesty and I hope yu will ie out Kindest repards to 
{tmnny a you ean end take alle trouble you an to inform them of 
‘what Tow sate mere especialy our eld nelghbours and fends East 
{nd West I bope you will see Abteham and give my love to hi anc 
fell to wate alin also write yourself and lets know bow Yu are 
oth geting on I should like 10 give you a fall discription of this 
Country bat I can hardly find tie for having nly litle Exec and 
Fred to asst me My tine i al taken up Isl hve to wavel 26 miles 
throwph th stow tO post these leters as T ean Yo have no mistake 
this tne we are often obi to tat to Indians Trappers and. others 
sig ot 10 the fon o sll thee skins they are safe enowsh etl they 
fet old of te Wiskey when they can no mere be tasted than a mad 
dog We have plenty of other wid animals such at tear, Wolves, 
ewer, Oters, Fisher, Marts, Miks and Moskrat and Wid Catt 
snd great many more that I cannot remember the names of The 
Deer ae also numerous very splendid Animal yomething ofthe Ek 
‘eed many of them weigh 200 Pounds each but the oaly animal the 
tates fear the Wid Cat some of dem messue 6 fst in lengh 
land have cle the lng ofa man's Sager area gor of Leopard and 
‘he Hunters say they always alack wih their claws more than the 
tecth Tam happy to say these animals are nt numerous in these pas 
Thave many atime regretted Thad not even an old must for the Fins 
‘of many ofthese somal fetch a deal of moaey out atthe font more 
‘ven than they do ia England The Lot T have taken contains 134 acres 
iti calf the old Indian Portage which means Road leading the near 
‘ct way from the Kelshagawigamog Lake, the Indian mame for long 
Sed cooked, to the Burnt River seo a noble stream of water T should 
think no country inthe woed contins more numerous and beau 
aes than this ope [have just mention di situate in England whould 
‘be calle. Virpnin water the fst our Skanty T mein Howe Bia 
‘most Beautiful bry which command view for several miles up the 
tides pat the scenery of which I cannot posibiy describe even at this 
fine of year, the country Is very mountalnous and coverd with hard 
‘wood the miner and size ofthe Trees would alot astonish you The 
{ai x most prolife and the sping are very numerous, T mist n0™ 
‘Soncade for the present and hope you wll write a5 soon ts You receive 
this and send me papers i its only something suitable forthe children 
{or the ae a ong way from any school We ll desire our Kindest Lave 
‘sd rpudsf yu sod al of you and believe me tobe your aflectonate 
Father 








1A. Paronage 


12 RevoRT ON Te BowcAYOEON RoaD SETTLEMENT, 1663, 


[Areives of Omurio, Crown Land Papers, 62 (12), Reports on 
‘Location? on Bobeayscon Road 





‘Minden January 10% 1863, 
“To the Honorable Wm, MeDoogill 


Sie 


have the Honor to submit the following being my fist eport ofthe 
Free Grans on the Norther Sesion ofthe Bobenypoon Road to Jany 
1, 1863 

Ths Section of the toad has nly been opened dureag the pas ear, 
erefore say eeport il be found meagre a to the quant of land 
‘under ctivaion altho I think the generl improvement wil be found 
‘equal to most other roads, in the stme space of time, The setlers 
Wholely const of peesons ‘who hve been fora considerable tie in 
the Country. Not one Emigrant family has reached my Agency forthe 
last yea 

“The Number of Free grants leat and nearly all occupied up 10 
this time is 6, the great tance that they are North maker i ater 
Inconvenint 1g be reached with wagons the Nhern pat ofthe rood 
ot being quite ished, but now that we ave soow, partes who Rave 
{ken up thir Lots ae Belang to ave 

“The Most Notherly Setier is where the rod crows the Mascoca 
‘iver about 70 Mies North of Bobcaygeon, at this place te tnd is 
ery good and lange tack of being Beach and’ Maple with bet 
Tite Stone. 9 Mies South the road roses nacre of the Lake of 
ay foe commoly ed Tring Lash ood Selene 
he commend and here allt i 4 trek of exelent Land to 8 
xen Inte ake sh abound, deer sd tbr grime plete, wich 
the new selec find of gret service. 

"The stles generaly have wished to Tocate atthe farther pat ofthe 
road for at some fare day they will be nearer am outlet for their pro- 
‘hoce by the way of Georgian bay Pareys Sound, the distance about 
1S Mics, 

'A'Sa Mil wil be erected this season onthe Mococa River, which 
sce ic wel ststed for Grist and Saw Mil tht wil be & pace of 
fome importance 

“The Country is unusually heathy free from Fever and. Ague and 
cotter diseases cient to 4 ew County 





‘The Nationality ofthe Free Grant Setters may thus be cased vie 


ish 
Canadian 


English 
Ur Sates 





No of Acres cleared 72 


‘The quamityof Land cleared is small As T mentioned previously, the 
euler have been on their Lots only Sew moaths ethers are now 
‘aking posesion of theie Geant 
"The Nothern part of the road is stil uninhed, much to the jae 
convenience of the sets 
1 have the honor 10 be Sir 
"Your Obedient Serent 
‘George G. Burell 
ree Grant Agent 
‘North Bobcaygeon 


IV. SETTLEMENT: THE PETER ROBINSON 
EMIGRATION, 1825 


sono the mont remkable documentary records to be 
‘A tives ouside of our grat arta callin & tot 
ater Robinson emigration from the south of Ireland to Petr 
Borough County in 1835, The mater es compete thst arly 
go or episode fn the stateconducted enration from pions 
tobe inlet to reaction to settlement, and evento thet ofthe 
fetlement many years later witout documentary commentary? 
‘Toe ne Totes A. S. Hay, for many yeas Chy Enghnoet Gf 
Paterborough, kept a 8 srt of penonal asa ain bor fal of 
the documents, nd pon his death they found their way tothe 
muscu inthe Peterbrough Public Library. probably though the 
Inorsof the late Fs Re Yokomo, editor of ie Examiner ai co- 
Sorter with Me: Hay. F. Dobbin, wring in Our O1 Home 
Tov (Toren, 1943, 47) ay thatthe box remained 
pened “ona shor ine go The er ofthis wolume worked 
‘on the material in 1953-34 and reported upon is valu, and 
srl te Archives of Ontario made spose copy ol of 
ic The selections which follow give a wellrounded lcture of 
‘otble experiment in largescals emigration 


1, Haxomitt Arwousema Tue Ennonamion? 





Ennonarion 10 
‘CANADA 


[MEMORANDUM of the tems on which the Government has agreed 
to convey a limited number of Sere trom Irland to Upper-Canads, 
ler the soperintendance of Mr. Robinson and to leate them upon 
line in that Province; and also of the conditions wpon which Iss 
shall be granted. 

Such Emigants as the Suprinendant shall accep, shall be con- 
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‘eye fom he ple of embsckation in Irland, to tee lnds ia Upper 
Canada, wholly tthe public charg, and provsons shall be furnished 
them drag dee voyage, and for ene wile year alter thie leation 
‘pon thee epective Joe 

‘Soch Farming Utensil as are absolutely necesary to new Setler 
shal alo be found for each head of a FAMILY, or pete resving & 
fant of Land 

‘No Penson above the Age of 45 Years shal be comvejed to Upper 
‘Canada, a the Public Expence, les ender parcular reumstances, 
Jn the diceetion ofthe Siperitendont, and no person above that age 
shall ceive a grant of Land on hs arival in he Colony. 

very Male above 18 years of age and not exceeding 45 years to 
‘whom a certificate sll have bein given by the SupernendantUat be 
teas acepted by him as am Emigrant Seter to receive lands in Upper 
(Canada, sball en his arial receive a Tocation ticket, or order fr 70 
‘Aces of ld in ach pat of the Provine a the Lieutenant Goveroe 
fr Perton administering the Gaveraeat shall sign, And in order that 
ch emigrants as shall be indstrout and pradent may have sn op 
Portunity of extending thir possessions and providing fr the espect- 
hie maistaiaace oftheir Chiles, am addonal act of 30 acres, 
‘joining every such Grant of 70 acres, 10 aflord an opportunity to the 
‘Proprietor of such trpr wae of purchasing the same win the period, 
by pang the moderste sm of £10 Sterling. 

‘The orer of loaton ticket for 70 acres tobe vento the Emigrant 
upon his srvalshll express certain dotes of Setlement, and eat 
‘ation, the sane in proportion as are required by the Goverment to 
be performed on lands granted in Upper Canada to eter Sellers and 
the period to be allowed for th perormance of such dates shall be 
abo expresed in the order. 

‘So son athe setement date shal have been performed the party 
ray obtain bis Patent on paying the expence of preparing the sae, 
‘thick is supposed wil not exceed £27 10s. Steing on each grant 

Each tit of 70 Acres 0 granted shall be subject to the payment of 
sn Annan uit Ren tothe Crown of two pene per acre oe pl lf 
‘Yeuly in sch manne, and subject to sch penalties and forears, a 
the cae of fare a shall be expresed in the Patt, and the same 
quit Rent sll te charged also upon the grants of 30° Acres. t shall 
Tomer in every cae be in the option af the Proprietor to redeem the 
ult Rent at any time on paying of Twenty Years porchare nd vith 
fespet tothe orignal Toston of Seventy Acres, no uit Rent shall be 
shargeable unl 5 Years have expired fom the tine of the lesion. 

"Asi is intended that all Persons who shall be ths ated by the 





Government in removing to Uppes-Canada shall bocome actual 
‘Sete in the Province it necestary it shouldbe clearly understood, 
{hat the condition of clivation and improvement be specie is 
‘he location ckt, shall aot be performed within the period prescribed, 
for if the person locating any lot under the preset stem shal before 
‘eevving his Patent forthe sume, widdeaw from Upper-Canada, 20d 
femain seat forthe space of Six Mon without sutiient este 10 
te allowed by the Lieutenant Governor ofthe Province, the Land 50 
‘signed to Such Person may be given to another Applicat. 

Fermoy: Printed by Thomas Lindsey, King’s Steet opposite Abbey 
‘suset, 


2, Perimons ron Isctosion rte EMtcRATION! 
‘Apal 250 1825 
“To Peer Robiason Esa 
"The Humbe Pettion of Michal Sulivan most sebmisively Sheweth 
that Petit nearly twelve months ago removed from a distant part 
‘ofthe Country tothe Cove of Cork inorder tobe read for Eis 
tion to Upper Canada atthe frst oppertunity—Peuit is = Sout 
healthy man bes thee young flows Som of promising appearance 
Pai and his Sons have been brovght upto the Cultivation of the 
Land his wife also isa healthy woman &'s0 isa Gila Daughter of 
his Pe’ humbly implores your Honor to tak hen & his fam) into 
our Consideration he and his Boys are wing to go tote remotet 
Par ofthe Globe tht they Could peta Pee of Land to Culivato— 
Pati” Can prodce excelent tesionils of Moral Character if 
requled Pott relies on your Honors humanity and wil asin Duty 
ound for ever 
Pray 
[Newmarket on Fergus. 
‘Apa 16th 1825, 
Si, 
1 beg lene to inform you that Ihave writen to you in uly 
1823, to request that ny fay wuld then be taken out Canada, but 
ound by the very polite eeply with which M* Ingram had the goodaess 


‘nas ining te Founana of the Cy Peerborouah te the Semen 
{Sion Fora AA Qe Ure, 
‘asset Ronn to ety acre’ seis Inthe see So 
tutte etd of colnrl atera tet sodtone Mead ed 
‘no one nea fe Emigrsen 
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er Rebinon Papen, Pahoa Pabe Library 


to favor me, thst you had sled a few days previous to my aplication. 
The ite not mow to Ite to ares you onthe subject, when the 
prosent tenevoleat Government contemplates the relief of some of the 
Unforinate suferes of this county, by encouraging emigration. 1 
have a Wife and Eipht Childe, four Soa snd as many Daughters, 
thing pradaily from 11 to 21 years of ape the Bearer, whom 1 send 


to wait on you, is my eldest son, they are all well educated and indus- 
trou, and Tei procure the mor sasfactory Docunents of Character, 
{bog you wil have the Kindness 1 acquaint me with the latest period 
that i faed for the Second Division of the Emigrants to sa od if 
{hey wil be allowed to fake any Domestics or ates of furiture 
Tihve the onor tobe, Sr 
[Ur very obedient Servant, 
John Burke, 

Having called at M’ Roberts and not meting you there I beg enve 
most respectuly to request you wil hive the goodnes to forward an 
lnwwer to my Father a soon fer the reept ofthis a may be your 
‘onvenieace Ihave shown MF Ingran’s eter to M? Roberts to whom T 
‘wil tke the tery of referring you as to ls contents, and have the 
hoor 10 be Sir 

‘Your most obedient 
imble Servant 
Edn Burke. 


‘The Humble Addrest of Wiliam Cros 
Mihren Parish of Butevant Redced Farmer 


Hombly Seweth he (Addresor) Intred his name and Bight Children 
land wife 4 Boys and $ Giss the youngest of whichis 12 years of age 
in Balpbblen last August fr Inmiration to Upper Canita and now 
‘on your Hon Amal Dispored of hie pottes and Furiure sd 1e- 
‘duced himself to a Sate of Begeay asthe repetry where aresior was 
Tntered hat been lost in Ballthien Addrowor now as no refuse 
‘under Heaten bat relying on your Hon” Goodness nd Hemane Char- 
Acer which Adoras the County that Gave Your Hoa bith for which 
‘Addiesor and poor Family wil Fevenly pray your Tempera and 
ternal well for Ie asa duty bound-— 


Sie 

"tak the bert of recommending the bearer Marat Groves a widow 
with oo sons and daughter who are anxious to proceed to America 
to joint part of the Family who have already gone and are seted 
‘here, The woman it a Native of the County of Wicklow and bears 29 
Eeelet Charnter. She hasbeen All her fe accustomed to Agi 
‘url business abd bee Fay is one ofthe beter order of Ish Ten 
‘tr. Indeed T may recommend het and the Far she takes wither 
1 peions who came withla the deseption of those Intended to be 





tempted by the measore of Emigritng to Canada and under these Ci 
cumstances Tam indoced to touble you with line in favour of 
Family who have bea always considered poople of excelent Character 
and Conduct 
Lam Sit 
‘Your mo! Ob Sen 
"Thor Otho Travers 
Ind Co Recruiting. Depat 
(Cork 278 Ap 1825, 


Worthy sir 
the humble petition of James Walth humbly sheweth that he is @ Poor 
‘man of» Young heples Charge really Famishing for want of work bit 
‘Name ison the Books with Lord Moant Casein Kilworh thes two 
‘months two goe t0 uper Canada end he hopes Your Honor vil tke 
‘i into your humane Consderaon and give hin Jeter to Captaia 
Robimion o to an ofthe Lords as he can Produce the Bex of Ceracters 
from the Rev" Thom? Barks and Father Fran it the greatest act of 
(Charity Ever was done to take him and his young belpees Charge ost 
ol misery 
‘And be in Duty Bound 
Wil for ver Pray 
James Wath 





Sie 1'Beg leave to repeseat y* honour that I the retuned Emigrant 
for upper Canada N* 166 am fll staid to Embark forthe ame 
withthe exception of My Children Being not in ary to Best any of 
the frigds Nor am T provided With any farming otense nd in fe 1 
‘Am notable to Delray my Expence tothe Beach Sir Tam antlous 10 
‘Know wheter Iam to be Provided with any ofthe above 
Honoured S* 
1 remain y* Unereeptionsbiy 
Pater Fane 


1 eerty that T have long known Francis Yousg—He it 2 man of 
‘mot indtriout sober habits & peat mechanical ngenity and having 
1 nameroosfamily—consting of 7 Sons trom the age of? t0 20—and 
2 daughter think him person flly deserving of any enourase- 
‘ment which the Government may wich tft to emigrate — 
Dated at Newpert 
Tone 21 Wiis See 
1823 Curate of Newport 


‘Lam aoquainte with he bearer marge ! Leger alias Markaham, fom 
‘or infaney, and Inimatly in my park these eight years pat, and 
ftom my knoledge of er, Lconaidr her to be a hotest, virion, & 
‘nel conducted young woman, who i rerpectaly connected inthe 
County of Clare, She is now determined to po to her er husband 0 
Canada in America, where e fe thee two years pat. I recomend her 
‘mow earnest tothe Care of Captala Roberton & the passengers of the 
eswel in which se i sat 

‘Six mile Beige County of Clare 

Tecland April 25 1825 Cornelius Ce 

Park Priest 


‘To Caprin Robinson— 
‘The Petion of Henry Molony of Six Mile Bride in the County of 

tare Laboarer— 

Hiumbly Sheweth 

"That your Honors Petoner has made Application to you ia 
(Cork or about the I of July 1823 for a Pasage to America at 
‘rich tine you were ready to sll— 

"That your Honor then informed Pe’ that, as Pet had not his 
famity with him in Cork, nor Cost not reach there before the Vessel 
‘ald sl Your Honor Kindy advised Peto retura home, and the same 
‘pportuiy wofer the Spring following bat your Honor didnot come 
to Cork at that tine— 

“That Pe” wos obliged to sll the Chit part of his eects to 
tay his traveling expenses then and now, and mst remain ia a 
‘moet deplorble condition i Your Honor doer not give fim and fem 
2 Passage this ine — 

‘That as Per i a Labouring man, a you may peeve by the 
Cerifeate herewith handed yoo, and piseing a fll reliance oa the 
promise your Honor made him fa Jly 1823 He therefore humbly hopes 
Sour Honor wil grat im a Pasrage, and Pot wil Pray 

Six Mile Bedge 14th Mare 1825— 





Pease your Honour 
‘The humble peton of Fmes Condon— 
Most humbly and ripectulyshoweth That peter held small 
farm from the Earl of Kinston, snd was ported thereof inst Novem 
‘bet in consequence of the smallness of his Lot, as his Lordship would 
‘ot allow stall Lot tobe lt on ie Estate in fare Tat bis Lord 
Promised pestioner at that tne to recommend hiss and family your 
Hlonour at your next arval inthis Town. And that there was no one 


‘sion to have petitioner's mame inserted on th List. Please your Honour 
edonee has tre Boys in his family. humbly hopes your Howout wil 
{ke hie ato Consideration — 

‘And petition a in Duty bound 

‘wl always pray for your 

Honours welfare 


{ 
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43. Tie PASSENGERS ON THE TRansPont Resaluon! 

mo IS EMIGRANTS peg to CANADA. i the 

‘Anthony Wad, Master fr Ponape, 19 QUEBEC. 
ocean. (CH, Rede a Suryon in care 
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44, SumoRONS’ Lists aX Conners 


(2) A ust of Te EsnoRANTS EMBARKED ON BOARD THE Aon 
Day 1825 ¥0R A PASSAGE TO QUENEC 


[compted by John Thomson, Surgeon R.N. 
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‘5. Lermans ano Notas conceanise ‘te AsceNT oF Sr. Lawnssce 
(2) SUNCEON POWER OF THE Elizabeth TO PETER ROBINSON 


Prezot U Canada 21 Jy 
1825 


1 dtc it my duty to sate you that on the Emigrants under 
say charge landing at Montreal te 4 Tnstant—wle busly employed 
in secing tem paced onthe Cars with the baggge-—James Lee and 
fara Sx iN deserted taking wih hit his bedding Tcoald not stend 
ibe tie eter had | means to prevent him—bot on ating at La 
CCiene T insted an inuiry into the business and found that a dea 
prety general preva hit they Could do such an et with pony. 
Nat wishing to allow so exonious sn Opinion to contin and leo Yo 
ner others from folowing Lee example 1 took two of the people 
tho wines the theft before the authorities st Montel nd having 
‘ended two days Information were lodged against the dlingvent be 
teas arested and seat to Jal but afterwards admited to ri for what 
Jn England is deemed flony—Altho this was srety speaking nothing 
‘but my daty Sets was send with some addtional expence (whic 
‘ogetber with smal sums supplied from time fo time to the women who 
Id sick cidrea and no means of providing reseshments) amounts 
Tad wo about Twenty dollars 

‘Shoold the service on which I wat employed admit oft tng ri- 
‘ured I wil fel mich obliged hy your doing so. If not the intention 
ofthis Leer wil be flied by puting you in posieision of the fact 
tthe man's desertion 


se 





Sic your Most Obedient 
Sev 


. Power Sargon 
‘To P. Robinion Fug’) RN. in Charpe of Emigrants 
tebe ke )) for Ship Elizabeth 


PS. Jeremiah Daye is bound in recognizance to prosecute atthe net 
‘snes olden at Montel T bebee in Avgut 





(6) Lerem To Dn, mean? pRascore 
Prescot © Joly 1825 
se 
‘We have wo request that you willbe pleased ose your endeavours 
to procure a supply of fresh provisions for the Irish Emigrants jst 
landed here under our superntendeace—which tee sate of exhanstion 
‘general belt s0 much require 
We are Sie 
your Ob, Servants 
(Signed) Brian MeMotis Surgeon RUN 


Superintending Sip St 
Jes W. Ternan "Surgeon RN. 
10 ‘Seperintending Ship Amity 
Doctor Read ‘Mato Buri "Surgeon RN. 
fete be Superintending Ship Repuus 


(©) accoune FoR MeeIeat. arTaNDANCE 
Prescot 224 January 1826 


at 
VeNriet Rew ames % 
ordre Me 








(2) varrmn necosnanxome wiLLiaM prezmHRALD 
Prescot July 1825, 
My Dear Sie 
“This willbe banded to yow by W" Fiugerald who exe with 
sme inthe Amity & in whose welfare I fel a very great interet. 
any extra advantages be reserved for secttude of condact& strt 
probity they cannot be bestowed upos a more worthy person or can 
ny thing ive te more satfacton than to Bd that thie making you 
‘equated wth his worth shold be prodocive of advantage to Bim. 
"Bellve me DSi 


‘Very tly yous 
P. Robinson Est “James W. Tersn 

fete be 

10. 1. Rete Sugeno the Reto, an megueny dtr fhe f- 
gat ie eer, 


Sy Fane Se, hrm 79, t Preto Ober 14, 185, 


(©) 290s Wren, suRGEON ON THE Any, TO PETER ROBINSON 


er em 
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() snes we. eRe TO PETER ROBESON 
Kingston 1* August 1825 

Deas Sie 

beg leave to add my request to thse of my Brother Offices who 
cameo Canada in the Supevintendence of Ish Emigrants, tht you 
‘wil have the Kindaess to arrange for the payment to us of & Colonial 
‘lowance ural in the Transport Service together with the taeling 
fxpences incurred from our arial in the country. Tndspsiton pee 
‘eas my Baving the pleasure of writing on you bat 86 one or more of 
‘he Ofizescoacered will have that pleasure I hope to be favor Wi 
sour reply by thir retarn—or ee directed to me at "S. Garwood's 
og? RUN, Dockyard 

‘On my arial Ree I had the pleasure of meeting your Brother who 
took with him jour to dogs in excelent condition & as promising ws 
ter vied Canna, Mach of ther good tate they owe toa man (Jn Lan 


caste) who came oat with me in the Amity to whom I gave note of 
‘ecomendation to you —To ober deserving en Io gave resommen- 
‘ation whic [hope you give your Lind aetlon toa a pivate ter 
T pve an one ofthe Characters of those who came with me I ea 
‘not avid the mention of the man Mich: Bucky s highly recommended 
by the Mayor of Cork as one ofthe most infamous ebaraces with = 
sird to whose fay D Reade has made some arangemeats the neces- 
‘iy of mich yu! son dscover—-Alth” it maybe srely called super 
‘ogstion I cannot witold the chiriable advice of the immediate 
femaval ofthe Emigrants from this place—Their encampment is une 
Iealthy& fever increases rapidly have to eeturn ny warmest thanks 
{or yor kind leters of introdaction not having visited York 1 had not 
the pleasure of delivering to the AW Gen\—MF rice of Quebec T left 
well & should you have aay commands to him T shall gladly be the 
‘bearer and mm Dea Set very sncrely yours 
“anes W. Terman 


(8) nconnesNoatio OF DavID HOAX 


have known the hearer David Hogan private inthe 48 Regiment and 
‘on his pasnge fom New South Wales Hix conduct was coeect & is 
‘harstr excellent, and Ido tlieve him tobe pod and honest ma)— 
Kingston 7® August 1825, 
James W. Terman 
‘Surgeon Royal Navy 
Superintendent of Eiigrants 


(0) coneevoarion oF som so00¥ 


John Doody Butcher conducted himself with propeety onthe pas- 
age and 3= Tundentnd 4 ood tradesman and well conversa With 
the cutting part of his trade 

reso E, Conn 

Suly—1825 Sorgeon RN, 


(}) woves concenxine RBORANTS OX 8 Fortitude 


Memo, of some ofthe Fortitude lsh Emigrants 


James Cater) Bad and Dangerous characters & 
Patt Letay |) efor any mshi 

Mich, Elliott) Insleat, 

‘We OWalloran ) Ratans 


1 could aot pont out any oters as with the above exception Thad 


PETER ROBINSON EMIGRATION cs 


0 reason to complain of the conduct of any between Cork & Queboe 
‘Flas the heuer of this served at cook to the Baigrants on the 
sage out and condcted himsl in every respect well 


Fortitude F, Cosi 
st Qucbes ‘Sergeon in 
15 Sane 1825 ‘Charge 


() tuo MOF AP LISLE DE PERREAL 


Meno 

Friday 24 June 1825, about 9 PM. arsed at Lise de Perean 
found the boat that had asvedbelore us i esse confusion landed 
sith dificalty and discovered that some of the Enigrants had broken 
{he dooe & windows ofa ouse and severely cut two mea in the head 
wich stones, the cook was also broken deed the wounded men & 
‘ordered the boats on for fear of ote sche. Originated én depute 
Shout totngsketl, Sunday 26 Mr Simson of Coteau endewourel a 
‘decovr the ofenders the Sone of Cer & Casey withowt doabt com 
ned as they were wounded. The damoge estimated atten pounds oa 
four anival at prscot Me Reade dismissed Coster and Casey they came 
‘out inthe Fortiade but suspicion attaches ako to the Henny’ of the 
‘bio. 





John Thomson Surgeon R.N, 


6, Pevmx Romson's DascxiPHioN OF Te ARRWAL OF TH SeITLENS 
[Pubic Archives of Canada, Q 343 pt. 2, pages 263-4 


Coboure, 
‘60 Out 1925 
My Dear Brother 
eae thin afew minates for Snith—The emigrants ae all tthe 
Depot! at = ead ofthe Otonabee River, with the exception ofa few 
Invalds— Tend Major Hiller a return of he deaths that have eecured 
Since thir arial in Prescot 








rere See Via eet he Na ew 
Rican oreo oo ee 
Seta eet oes oe 
ST'HESioey Ne poor ah ho lea wry nan spe nen oe ne, 
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‘Men Women & chien N 


fiom 14 years upwards 28 
(Clon under 1 cling 





those just born a7 
65 Toul 
by this you see that the mori has not been so great for the mum- 





bes, & the uncommon unhealthy seasoa—t had leer trom Major 
Fle i which he mentions tat Bicdal had boca instructed to call 
fon me 0 comlt st to the survey of the Town pot atthe head of the 
‘ronatee River, and T expect soon to see him—By the Bye why not 
call the Towa Timor Horton I isthe prtiest place I ever saw the 
Plain very extensive & has Just uces enough for ormamest 

11 is tnpossible to forge what dicate I may pet ito with such 
a party a ive 0 remot fom any force suficent o ell it. AS 
Yet Tam abeyed, and T exact the strictest obedience but tere are many 
fale rascals from Ieland frequen exciting our people to mischief and 
leading them stray Such adits do much misehit however I am 
etermined to carry high hand atthe Depot, & the Sst man that 
teoubles me shal be imprisoned & kept there unt pet advice — 

"A Mr Hear a Catholic priest is now atthe Depot he seems quiet 
‘oough but fom what he sad last Sunday at Mass I feat he wants ds- 
‘tion —He public told the—Ew. that M? Crowley ad no authority 
to come among them—The lauer had spent some days with ws gulned 
such the afections of the peopl, and appears a very proper person 
[As soon asthe Bishop aries he must see to this — 

‘Lave to Em. God bess you 
saw P. Robinson 


{weten in marga} Tell M Crowley he wil hear from me next post 


17, Omen Lerreas Retarive 1o Te SETrLeMast 
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19 Bury Stet St, James's 
5 Tuly 1826 
Dest Si, 
In returning M? Robinson's statment 1 beg leave to resat, that 
‘it mentions 120 fares tbe actly on thei ands and 62 ming 
taking up 182 heads of fmles which were located in 1828, 


I accounting for these 62 it stated, that & are dead—bot their 
children oe claves wil ertily claim the lands signed them, which 
{Se indeed secured to them by special law of the Province. 

"AS to these eight therefore the object of Gov is obtained a family 
‘ns been sent Hom Leland, o ifthe dead persons have ao fais, thet 
Ics will come out to claim the property, and thus the same lot may 
produce double emigration — 

Tine are sid t9 have gone to the United States—but it does not 
foo that they are os tothe Province the probebly tht they 
have gone to Work a the Canals and puble works to gaia money 10 
mabe ther wo purchase cal, which ite woul, and thal faa short, 
fe they wil all etry Thi the ease wit hundreds of Emigrants 
‘They eave thc lands for ferent pesods from 3t0 24 months accord- 
ing a hey are sueesfl, But should sac persons ot rezun, which T 
foncive fo be improbable (as ti thet Interest to return) the ots 
fssigned them, being now in an improved setdement, wil sell for more 
than i cow Gov! to bring the ist Locate oat 

‘Of he thirty two heads of fais sil emsining in Canada it appre 
to me cf very lite consequence 10 His Majesty’ Gov" whetber ty 
uve comineed on their original Locations or aot—Some may Have 
joined oer Ish Setementsof which there ae sveral nthe Province 
ftom having fends and relations of liking the lands beter, for thee 
oor people ae kind to cach other. 

‘Many of them are doubtless employed onthe Welland Canal caring 
money to purchase lve stock, and wil either ren to thelr fist Toc 
tion, or purchase lands in anther pat ofthe Colony. Others agin are 
“employed in geting ot timber from the woods, & rating ito Quebec, 
fa employment which often commands great wages—such will come 
bck at the end of th senson—One has retumed to Ireland and may Be 
considered the ony loss—So that in my opinion 181 out of 182 are 
‘Sstactoriy accounted for remain 

Dear Sie 
Robt W. Horton Eig. MP. ‘Yours sincerely 
“ohn Strachan. 
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evidence bore Select Commitee on Emigration from she United 
Kingdom, 1826) 


Copy of Leter 1 the Rev. Mr, Crowy, a Roman Catholic Clergy- 
imu, from Me. Stewart, a Magistrate anda Yery respectable geatlemian 
residing inthe mid of the Tesh Eagan: 


Douro, anoary 20, 1826, 
Dear Si, I beg to wasnt the following Statement 


Some days ago I perused a paragraph in te ‘Colonial Advocate? 
selaing to Mr Robiasa's Emigrant, staiag that 30 bad left tis in 
‘ne night and gooe tothe United Stats nd thatthe rst were acne 
to go also; this T concsve to be entirely false and without foundation, 
Lam here living in the very mist of them, from 20 1930 pass my 
oor almost everyday; I visit the camp every Wek, and at all mes 1 
{ake an opportunity of conversing with them on their alli. T have 
always found tem stised and hap. Some of tem ive tld me with 
fear in their eyes that they never ew what happiness was util 20%, 
In general the are making pret exetions in lating land, and the 
feterons have astonished many of the old eters. I conceive that chit 
isi general owing to the great eare Mr. Robinson has shown to tet 
‘complains and studying their wants. Not one complaint has there beea 
‘gas them by any ofthe od seers, and i ithe general opiaion that 
Inher so lege a body of people are broushttogetier none ould cone 
‘uct themselves beter. When we heard of thee coming amoRs wt We 
‘id not ke the idea, and immediately began to think It ncesary t put 
bots and bars on our dacs and windows ll thee fears have vanished, 
‘These fears T must acknowledge were in consequence of stores that 
swore circulated before their srival in this part which have all trmed 
‘ut tobe equal ae with hoe ofthe ‘Colonial Advocate” Mr. Robin= 
Son us also been partculty forunate in is ebolce inthe mesial 
epartment, 6 the care, humanity, and great acention shown by Dr. 
‘Reade could not be exceeded. could say much more, but the fact wil 
speak for uel 

‘Thomas Alexander Stewart? 
“To the Rev, Mr, Crom 


8, Sm Penson Marrtavo ro Eant Rarnunsr, 1826 
Public Archives of Canada, 0340, pt 2, pages 412-18] 
Upper Canada, 
‘York, SIst March 1826 
My Loed 
TThave the Honor o inform Your Lordship that, ving the last and 
present months, T vised hose parts ofthe Country ia which the Ease 
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‘As they are now on thet lands, very much dispersd, and in- 
ustiously occupied; having properizs to improve, apd families whom 
they can Grainy support by thelr liber I can see a0 reson for p= 
‘prchondig that they will not become spediy ented with the other 
‘ses of our population, and continue to Ive in the same peaceable 
‘obedience to the laws, which they have to this tine exited. Tam 
Indes fly peraded that Your Lordship may congratulate yourelt 
on the complete fallinent ofthe mont favorable expectations that could 
hve been indulged, with regard to these people, and thatthe result of 
the measure 0 fara thas procsded, of, in selects here, every 
‘encouragenet to Ks continuance. 

‘With respect to the Emigrants of 1825, 1 cannot perceive that ier 
nce of religion has occasioned, ot is Tkely to occasion, any dis- 
fgreable occurences among themscies, or between them and the 
‘othe setlers. On the contrary, though they are in general Roman Ca- 
‘hole, they are Kindly received by te Ish Protestant sted in the 
adjoining Towaship, and T ust nothing wil oecur to iterup their 
fecal intercourse 

‘Alter having vised these Emigrants in their Soement in the Dis 
trict of Neveastl, ear the Rice Lake, 1 proceed, accompanied by 
(MF Robison the Superntendant, to the Dstt of Bathurst, to learn 
the state of hove wh had come out in 1823; and I wae peso to nd, 
thatthe only doube Thave fl with respect Io the mearare, and which 
reputed its details, was grounds; for these peopl, from whom the 
Assistance of Government Rations was wihdrava atthe ead ofthe yea, 
fe cevtaily notin a state of suring, but, on the comary, have d= 
‘anced, judsng fro those whom T promcuouly vised, toa degre 
‘of comfort with which they have reason tobe, and evidently ae, tie 
Stusted. Mr Robinson had been prevented by the unremiting station 
‘which the other 2000 setters required, and by the necesity of his cone 
sant presence wit them, fom paying sn elie vist to thowe of 1823 
‘ince his arial from England; but the accounts which he eesived, on 
this osension, were ofthe most gating description. He haw deco 
‘minute seta to be made rom actual personal vistaton at the house 
‘of every one ofthe setters of 1823, which wil sooa be completed, and 
‘hich wil exhibit to Your Lordship, atone view, the prowess they 
Trve made in elivating their Inds acquiring stock Tt vil show 
slko what munber of them are actly residing upon their Inds, and 
‘what degre of truth thee Inthe repore which has reached Your Lord- 
‘ip, of more than one half of them, having withdrawn tothe Ualted 
‘Sates, There were among thse Emigrants sone young unmaried men, 
‘of whom some were trbulent characters; and Raving taken an sive 





part in the disturbance, which unfortunatly occured two years 3g0 
fetween them and the Sco Sets, they happily found Ie prudeat #0 
leave the County 

"The general conduct of the Seters, Tam happy to be abet inform 
‘Your Loréship, isin every respect satisfactory. The aay of Apo 
1824; the eauses and progres of which [report ful, to Your Lard 
ship at the tne, docs ot appear to have left any wnfrieadly ‘cling 
‘behind ity and the Magistrates of the Distt publicly assured me, 28 
Your Lociship wil perceive in their addres, that these seers are, 
cual withthe other Tahaan, an indusuious contented, and peace. 
able poration. 

‘MF Robinson himself can best inform Your Lordship, by what 
rmeshods that good understanding, indosty, and rapid advancement, 50 
‘ry conspicuous in both his etements have been promote, I found 
‘he Emigrants forward and unaninows in expressing n mod grateful 
sense ofthe unseated attention personally ven by him to thee wants 
and Interests. Most probably the prevalence of this sense contributed in 
2 very material degree, tothe complet sucess which the experiment 
has had; and when T consider the great numbers and peculiar spi of 
the peopl, who have ben so happily provided for, and how many loca 
dlteaties have been overcome im carving the measure into eect, 1 
‘cannot but fel, ht dhe selecdon of te Supeitendant hasbeen most 
fortnat; and tat the manaer in which M" Roblason hse performed 
the Service commited to him by Your Loedship, i july ened t the 
highest commendation 

“Tmake these remarks, not so much from a sense of Justice to ME 
Robinson, who is suflendy known to Your Lordship, as to impress 
‘pon Your Lordship the consieraton, hat the sesult 5 espets the 
condition, and conduct ofthe Emigrants, and thi felines toward the 
‘Government, might have ben very diferent, under otbercreumstances; 
nd that i cannot be safely anticipated, that future experiments, which 
‘may be diferenty conducted, may not be attended with very diferent 
‘comsequenees 





Thave the Honor be, 
My Lord 
‘Your Lontship's 
Most Obedient 
iumble Servant, 
°. Maite, 


‘see Anton Haydon, loner Secs the Dict of Baan (Tore, 
wipe at 
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‘se 

have the Boao to seport forthe information of Lord Goderich, that 
ving been appointed to select and take charge ofa inited number of 
Enigrnt from the South of Ireland, and ste them in the Proves of 
Upper Canada, I left London on the 8© Apri 1825, and reached 
Michelsows i the County of Cork, on the 12°. From this date to the 
230 day of May, I vas employed i sleting perions agreeably to my 
instructions, superininding their embarkation, and discharging. the 
<ieeat Ships employed in ther transportation. 

To choos about two thousand indvduas out of ty thousand who 
vwere anxious to emigrate, was found avery dificult and in many cases, 
{in ungrateful tst;—and altho Twas assed in the most alos and 
‘endly manner by the Noblemen, Maghteates and respectable Geate- 
sen of the Baroni fom which they Were takes, the uunostVglancs 
became necesary to prevent imposton. 

Ti making my selection, I give each man (head of a family) after 
ting approved a Certifate, and resid a duplicate, «method which 
ound teal bea uch beter plan, than merely Keping a reiter 
of their names fa a book, In'a few instances, perom holding these 
Cencates sold them to oikes, who were perhaps, sil more desirous 
of emigrating, and whose famies nearly ‘corresponded in ag and 
‘umber wo their ow bat T elev, in no instance, did the deception 
coed. 

"The Sorpson ofeach Transport had orders to sept 2908 a he 
tnd seve hs complement af Stes on Board, om which I procende 
to the Ship and mustered them all onthe Main-dock—the Hatches were 
then closed except oe, when in the presence ofthe Surgeon and Master, 
{Took the Orginal Certiester which had een pven ver by the bend 
‘of ech family to the Surgeon, at the tine of Bis embarkation, and 
tor thxe after comparing the with the dupists in my own Poe 
‘sson, I eiled over the names of each ingividl Belonging tothe 
‘ferent fares, and made them pass before me, and whea T was 
‘teed they were of the age and description glen in bythe Father, 
find that ‘po imposition had Deen pactsed, they were Sent between 
decks. 

“in chong [lo] the Emigrants the instructions thatthe should be 
small Farmers ale to make good Sctlers, and without the means of 
‘ppocing themselves ia Teland, were sropalusy adhered to. 


tn one paricaar I wa induced wo deviate, ina fow instances, which 
‘vas in aditing avery small umber above the age of foty Sve. They 
the boweves, farmers of superior inteligene and character tothe other 
Enigrmts and appear fom thei expeence in arcutre, and theit 
pester practeal knowledge, capable of giving a good example to the 
Stier Seer and of contributing esently to the making of this 
Second experinent sil more creditable than the fs. 

My anuety to produce this desirable result, and the inteligence 
mated by the peromt ia qustion, andthe good characters Which 
they produced, wil, T hope, be deemed a sufiient excuse for this 
‘ovstion im very Tew instances. 

‘Nori elevant to remark that aged Mea and Women, when care 
fully scleced, ave of peat service by thir Infuence and advice, in 
Teeping up onder, temperance and Kindness among the Sete, and 
in repressing coment, isobrity and contention, 

Ie war of great importance tome, that in selecting the persons deemed 
‘ost proper to emigrate, I was assed bythe neptbouring Noblemen, 
‘Mopar, and Gents, because sotwitstanding every precaution, 
Prntnars wore beer, and accusations were made. 

"These were the more dificult to remove or aniwer, because they 
seldom derended to particular eases, but were condocted as 10 
produce 9 general impresia, fot cotadted, thatthe Emigrants 
lcd, wore the erterior appearance, atleast of having been ex 
{enptd from tht Dire which thir removal from the Couey Wat 
Intend to remedy; and consequently that they were not of the de 
‘espton of perons whom it was the intention of Paliament to relieve. 

vas foramte that those thiags came to my eas before Tet T= 
Jand; 3 forded me an opportunity of submiting my istractions to 
Several Genlenen of the ft respectability and honor, who eould ot 
te supposed in any way interested, and who bad an opportunity by 
‘eronal inspection, end iaguty to ascera how far these instructions 
fad governed my conduct 

1 therefore applied to the Mayor of Cork and Sir Anthony Pec 
to accompany te on board af the Ship, Fortine, Resolution, Albion, 
{nd Brunswick, thn at Cove, and ready for Se, that by the most minute 
investigation, they mibht certain how far the Setters onboard of these 
‘Ships soceiponded with the description of persons whom T wes in- 
Sse to Select, Thee Certiate I beg leave to annex: Noe wae hs 
Iso deeply id T fel my resporsiiy Wat T ilted Mr Horace 
‘Townsend and M* Callaian, 10 examine the Emigrants afer they 
vere allan boar, snd oasis me in re detecting any inpsition which 





‘might have been practiced upon me, in order that even at that late 
Period, the object of such imposiion might be discovered and 
nied 

wis the more anxious to procure the assistance of these two Genl- 
sen, because Thad been givea to understand that they eaterained a 
‘vey unfavourable opinion ofthe mode of selection, and in parscular 
Imagined, thatthe recommendation ofthe Noblemen, Mapisates, and 
Gentry, to whom I had been particularly refered, had been conned 
to thet own Tenant. 

‘The rerult was the most sasfactory; every suspicion was removed, 
‘nd the approbation of the Gentlemen above noticed, ven wih the 
‘Wenot sincerity and good wil, othe fithfolnes of my elton, 

Teg to add the testimony of the Magistrates atending the Pety 
‘Sesins at Celt, County of Cork 

“We herbs, Cetfy, that ca M’ Robinson's aval in this Country, 
in the year 1823, the people of our neighbourhood were dsnctined 
to accompany him to Canada, appearing to doubt the advantages held 
‘out by the Goverment, Yo prcons wiling to emigrate to that Country 
eing realized on theit aerial; and it was with pret dial, the 
Gentlemen i whom they bad conideace, could inde them to believe, 
that no deception was intended 

“That since that tine tet minds have undergone a total change, in 
consequence, as we concele, of the favourable accounts that have been 
‘ceived from the Setlers of 1823. And that on Mf Robinson's recent 
Srtval in this country, the aplicaons were so very momerous that 
‘became s mater of great diaty to make 9 scleton fom amos 
‘tht, ime and gualiestions being eo nary balanced 

“That ao persons however, were approved of, but such as were 
recommended by the writen or personal applications of the respectable 
Gentlemen from whose Neighbourhood they came, and were of the 
<ssciption we understood from M? Robinson it was the intention of 
‘Government to preter, such asthe Inabitants of th dturbed Discs, 
snd farmers and oes In veduced cicumstances, unable to tan a 
tones livetiood at horse, oo pay thee passage Yo Canna” 

‘fore suiting thi prt of my subject Ifo ako great pleasure in 
‘adding the testimony of thirty of the most respectable Gentlemen in 
the County of Cork, 0 the sco ofthe former emigration, and the 
‘fect which i ad produced on th population general 

“They also recommended one hundred fais tro thle populous 
istrict all of whom were tty without the means of ssitance hut 
‘of thas T could only take avery fe. 

“We the undersigned Mopstats Clergy, and principal Inhabitants 


of the Parishes of Passage, Monkstown, Shanablly, Bamaheely and 
Carpe, beg Have to call your humane ateation wo the slaeming 
fine of our numerous labouring Clases in these extremely poor and 
opulows parses 

“We have tied various expdients by voluntary combos, and 
‘trough the ad of Collections at Chasity Seamoas, o mitigate the ds- 
tres which 0 awilly exist ia this part ofthe County of Cor, snd i 
‘he Vicinity of the City on the verge ofthe Harbour. Varions causes 
Inve arisen fo creste thir peculiar dstes, pecially the munber of 
il hands who congregated trom all pars, and who were thrown oot 
‘of Employment by te stoppage af the great works on the forientions 
‘Sf Spike-Inland, and the completion of the Naval and Ordnance Works 
& Houltowiin and Resky Inde, 

“Superadded to this, there are nearly two thousand Acres of Land 
wolesied and uatlled in great measure, snd consequently “enpro= 
‘octv, close tothe Towa of Passe, andthe Village of Monkstown, 
Poverty induced Fever—fever numerous deaths of Heads of famlis, 
twhich hive thrown numbers of Widows and Orphans onthe bounty of 
the Benevolent, who fel i His nephourhood ll he eve of sbretce- 
hip. You hate Si, reduced what was deemed theory in 1423, 10 
practice, through your Skil, ability, and zeal, and your knowledge of 
Canada 








“You have removed the prjudies which ignorance produced 
gon Emigration to that Colony, by the sbeosfel experiment already 
te 





fe are of opinion, that about one hundred heads of families in this 
‘Barony, would gladly aval themscves of the Bounty of Pimento 
proceed under your drecions tothe proposed loatons. We therefore 
hope tat you wl be plesed to take measures to relieve this District, 
from a perton of our unfortunate Population, who have 0 honest 
means of subsistence in the absence of productive Employment.” 

“The whole number of Emigrants embetked amounted to 2024, ia 
ine Transports at flows: 


Fortitude, ‘Thomas Lens, Master, 
{Me Francis Comin, RN, Surzon. 

61 Men Males above 14 ° 

48 Women do.” under 56 

: Fraley above U4 35 

i ao. onder @ 


2 
aS Total 282 


Resolution, 


40 Men 
38 Women 


Anthony Ward, Mater, 
IM GH, Reade, Sorgson. 
Males, above 14 

do.” wader 
Females above 14 

Do. under” 


“otal 


John Mile, Master, 

Me Jar Thomson, RIN. Surgeon. 

‘Males, above 14 

Do,” undee 

Females, above 14 
do onder 





Total 


Robert Blake, Master 
(Mé J Taen, RN. Surgeon. 
Mates, above 1 

0 under 
Female, above 14 

do under ™ 


Tol 


Joseph Becket, Master. 

(MY Naan MPMors, RN. Surgeon. 

Males, under 14 

do. onder 

Females, above 14 
onder" 


“Total 


‘We Arrowsmith, Master 
[Me Jemes W. Terna, RIN. Surgeon, 
Mates, above 14 

do. under” 
Females, above 14 

do under ™ 


Tot 


© 
0 
2 
8 


rr 
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Regulus, George Dixon, Master. 
IM" Mathew Bursie, RIN. Surgeon. 
29 Men Males, abow 14 2 
25 Women do.” under" 2 
= Females, above 14 36 
2 do. under” 30 
ae Total 17 
Bhcabeth, Donald Morrison, Mase 
(Me Pierce Powee, RIN. Surgeon. 
45 Men Males, above 14 8 
31 Women do." under." 0 
hs Female, above 14 56 
3f “do. under ” 30 
ae ‘Total 20 


on Barry, Petes Roche, Master. 
(Me W. Burnie, RIN. Sorgen. 


42 Men Mato ander a 
38 Women ao. onder ey 
: Female, above 14 Ss 
5 a mae” a 
3 = 
as otal 28 


Having sen all the Emigrants embarked, and under wei, T ound 
ix requinte to rst to London to make the necesary pecuniary at- 
fngements. Accorfingly left Cork onthe 26%, and arrived in London 
fon te 27 May, and having made such arrangements os were deemed 
cet, I got to Liverpool on the 8, and salle inthe Pantbea for 
[New York, on the 9 of Jane. 

“The passage wes unusually fon, and Tid not reach Niagara tl the 
‘age fly. Hew, [learned tht the Transports conveying the Emigrants 
‘hd al rived, having ad very short passages, not any of them except 
the Joha Bory, having bad more than 31 days. The greater number of 
the Settee had boon Actonlly forwarded to Kingston, where they were 
ncamped in Tens by exder of lis Excellency Sir Poregsiae Maan, 
snd were snxiouly waiting my aca 

 tcewise andesood, that some of them were sufering from fever 
and ‘Apue, onasioned by the excessive heat of the Season—the 
‘Thermomeles having stood at 100 ia the Shade, within the lst tea 
ay 

‘Having dtvered Lord Bathars dsptches to His Excellency Sir 








Prine Maiand, and recsved the warmest assrasess of support, 
in frwasding the Setemeat of the Emigrants, ae ha indeed been 
ronly mansted inthe measure which has bem already adopted by 
His Excolency, im sting spart for thee ception, the Townsips in 
the rar of the Rice Lake which conit of a Hie land as there ls in 
the Province 

‘Leaving Niagara on the 30* of July, 1 procesded to York, and pro- 
cured withot dla, from the Suveyer General al the information in 
bs ponestion, reiative to the land which Iwas about to Sele. 

‘Op the thd of Augst I arived at Cobourg in a Waggon, distance 
of 70 mies fom York, and lta’ impatient to proceed to Kings 
ton tose the Sele, jet, on cnsieration, 1 thought I shoal forward 
‘ny abject more, by viewing te lands on which they were tobe located, 
‘Scotlning the meanr of Comsmusicaton, and the proper pace for 
‘the depot of Sores and provisions. Instead therefore of going forward 
to Kingston, I weat back ito the iterog, to ascertain these respective 
objets. 

‘Having eaployed M* MeDosel, an intligent and respectable young 
Man, wel sequnated withthe County, at my Guide—t explored the 
(erat rivers and avenves of secs, the lands alloted forthe Ene 
(pans, and was Bihly grated in dscovering greater facilites of 
‘communion than I ad antlpated, and that the tt was in every 
evvect, highly eligible, I found tht we could get oor Provisions and 
Stores forwatded bal the dtance by Water, and that there was @ 
‘real situation atthe head ofthe Otanaee River Nighy comveaeat 
{ors Depot 

‘ving spent ix days in exploring the Woods, and satisfied mse 
as tothe quality aod station of the land, T Joined the Emigrants at 
Kingson. Here Tfoond them a comforable as could be reasonably 
cexpeced—aome of them suffering from fever and Agus" owing to the 
lntense heat of the Wester, ho" notin a pester proportion than the 
Intabitent ofthe Province general 

"Everything pose had been dons for thir beet by His Excellency 
‘ir Peregrine Maitand. He had sppointot Colone! Burks. Deputy 
‘Soperintendeat, who wat in charge at Kington, on my arial, and Dr 
‘Reais the Surgeon had been fet at reso, to forward the Seer: 
‘who tll remained bebind. 

"Oa the 11% August T embarked five hundred on boned of Steam- 
‘post and landed them the next day at Coboare on Take Ontario, 2 
{atane of 100 miles—the remainder of te Seters were bust Up 
{a te same manne, the Bost making a tp each Week. 

‘Our toate from Cobourg to Smith, at the head of the Otanabee 


‘iver, ly trough a Country, as yet very thinly inbabited. The Road 
leading fom Lake Ontario, to the Rice Lake, (12 Miles) hardly pass- 
sble—and the Otanabee river, ia misny places, very rapid, abd the 
‘Water muuch lower tan it had been for many Year 

‘The fist thingT id was to repair the road, so that loaded Wopaons 
snght pass and inthis Work I receiv every aeitance from the 
Magistates of the dst, who gave me Aty pounds from the dstct 
funds and this Sum, ogee wit he Ibour of ur people, enabled se 
to improve the road inten days so mech, that our provisions and bag- 
ftge could be sent arose with case and thre large oats were tanr= 
pared on Wiel, fiom Lake Ontario, to the Ric Lake. 

“The Otacbee River is navigable for trent four mie, altho! ia 
many paces iti very rapid, nd at this Semon thre was not water 
Suticient to oat a boat of the ordinary size over some of the Shoals. 
‘To remedy ts difcaly, Thad a boat consteucted of such dimensions 
ss thought might best answer, to wacend the Reps ad had er com 
Pleted in ight day, so much depended upon the success of this 
experiment, tht I fle great anxiety unt the tal was made, and 
‘annotexprest the happiness [et at fining that nothing could mare 
{ly ave answered our purpose, and that tis Boat sixty fet i eng, 
‘arming an immense burden, could be more eaaly worked up the 
‘Steam, than one of half the size, earrying comparatively noting. 

TNow that Tad opened the way to the Depot atthe hesd ofthe iver, 
‘there was no other duty to surmount than that whi arose fom the 
‘prevaling Sickness, the ague and fever, which at ths time was as 
‘Sonmon among the old Setles as oust: 

"Theft party I socended the River with, consisted of twenty men of 
the Country hired se axe men, and thity of the healhie of the 
Sets: ot one of thse men escaped the ague and fever, and to 
‘ded. This eucamstance affords abundant prot thatthe Setters were 
‘much better off, encamped inthe open County during the greatest heat 
‘ol the Weber, whee they were at cnly ews Tablet contract dese, 
‘but were sso exempt from being tormented by the Sins, which sem 
in the Woods during the Summer months 

‘The lection ofthe Immigrants by Tar the most troublesome and 
Ishourious prt of the servis, was completed before the Winter com 
smenced, spd T ha 3 smal lop House bul for each head ofa faa 
{hei respective lots where they reid: snd it given me mach plese 
te enabled to sere you tht they have been obedient and well cone 
octed, and that they ave cleared and cuvated as greta proprton 
‘ofthe land as coud be expected, as wl ppeat bythe anneted return, 

‘Thr leuers 16 thee fiends in Ueland, will sufelently prove how 
far they are safe with thee present condition, and it wil be eas) 





{for me to furnish you with such abundant evidence of ther actual resi. 
dence and industry wil filly satisfy you of thsi happy and 
prosperous condition 

‘Wi epad to myself I shal nly rear, tat fom the commence- 
iment of my appointment, have elt the utmost amet) for the success 
‘ofthe measure, and have not only devoted my whole tine and thoughts 
to is progres and happy accomplishment, bat (besides exploring the 
Couey) have resided constanly with the Emigrants in the Woods, 
from the 15% August 1825, to Match 1827, and a greater pat of that 
time under Canvas, 

embrace with pleasure, this opportunity of acknowledging my 
ligation to Colonel Burke the deputy Soperntendent, and M Reade 
the Sergeon, for their able and mals assistanes, for lho’ they sured 
5 well as myself from the unusual heat and sickness of the Sexson, 
they were, nevis, most asvous in the discharge of thelr day. 

‘Ader al, the general summary annexed of the actual state of the 
Seer, their improvements, Cate, and. produce, wil fami his 
‘Lordship with more favourable and pleasing evideace than any thing T 
‘can say of the iertinable benefit confered upon them, by their te= 
‘moval to Canada, and of the unquestionable sucess of this second 
experiment, 

hve the honor tobe 
‘Se 
‘Your most obedient 
"Humbe Servant. 


‘op othe a6 Newer 1826" 
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‘xperiment in mauemgraton der sn conte and a state cepa was 291 


‘Seal Smtr 

















10, AvoRiss 10 Sik PERBGRINE Marat ON ws Vstt 10 
?PevzRnonovon, 1826 
Leresened on Bhat ofthe immigrants by Patrick Barragan, a schoo 
teacher, this inerenting and character Irth address printed ix 
the Append to tho Report of the Slet Commitee of the Bech 
Pasiament 1826, p, 299] 


‘To His Excellency Sir Prerine Maidan, ee, 

We, the lsh Emigrants recently roaght out by Colonel Robinson to 
this country, feel grateful fo our gracious good King and to His 
‘Majesy's worthy, good, and humane goverament forall hey have, and 
ve hope et intend, to foe ws 

‘We also are well plesed, and entertain the test wises for, out 
Worthy Chief Mr. Robinson fr alle has done for vs"; and we ae 
fully ses that his ae and humane feetiags wil ot penit hn to 
Ieave anything undone that nay forward our well, 

Plese Your Excsieney, we are totaly ata oss fr words adequate 
to express the thanks and raids we one Doctor Reade for is ative, 
‘skill, end unremiting care, &e, of us. We are Ukewisethankfl 0, 
tnd well pleased with, the office placed over us 

Please Your Excleny, we spree very well, and sre leased withthe 
proceedings of the old setilers amongst asim the interest of ts 
Slt do the same. And should an enemy have the presumption ever to 
Invode this portion of His Majesty's dominions, Your Excellency wil 
find that we, when called pon to face and expel the common foe, wll 
to'2 man follow our brave commanders; not an Trish soul sll stay 
behing: and if we have no beter weapons in our hans, mow them down 
‘ith oor Irh shila. 

Please Your Excellency, we lbor under a heavy gievance, which We 
condonly hope Your Excllency wil sede, aad then we will be 
‘Sompltly happy, ves—ihe waat of clergymen to administer tou the 
‘Somfors of our Fily Rion, and poodschool-mastrs to inaret xt 
ire 

We now beg leave to ret, withing Your Excellency long if, good 
eat and every sues. 

GOD SAVE THE KING 
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\V. TRANSPORTATION: THE TRENT CANAL 


Tas Sten a that upon he Peter Robison engin ot 
1825, containing as they do so many documeats previously 
unpublished, form the core of this volume. Wide research has ux 
ceatthed a great deal of value on the Trent lakes and river, apart 
“liogether from the more obvious printed reports of survey, note 
fably those of N. H. Baird, After Champlain was taken by the 
Hutons over the route in 1615, not much use was made of it for 
two centuries. But in 1785, and from time o time thereafter, map 
reports, and surveys were made so that the Government could 
‘cide whether the Toronto Portage was a better means to reach 
Lake Simcoe than was the Trent sjstem, or whether there were not 
siternative routes to the north of east of the Trent lakes which 
‘might be preferable to either of the others a8 a connecting link with 
the Ottava River or Lake Ontario. The decision in favour of the 
‘Toronto Carrying Place shelved all thought of the Trent atl the 
arrival of the fist stlers along "the frot" inthe seventee- nineties 
‘and inthe Trent Valley a quarter century ater. The exploitation of 
the timber resoures then attracted men of enterprise and capital, 
fand it was only a matter of time before the Trent Canal was under 
Way, though the slow, intermitent development which character- 
‘seit throughout resulted in its being outmoded and of litle valve 
Jong before completion. The Frobisher Teter (No. 1), and its 
accompanying map, indicate that but litle of an exact nature was 
now ofthe Trent waterway in 1785. The Collins Map of 1790 
(No. 2) 8 of special value fr its careful delineation of the four 
‘main carrying places connected withthe route, No, 3, Liewenant 
CCattys survey of & possible altemaive route to the north, dite 
‘couraged further efforts in that dretion, John William Bannister's 

ther visionary and impracticable plans for canal construction 
(No. 4) are of interest, expecially Beeause of his early prominence 
4s seer on the shores of Rice Lake. N. H. Bait surveys of 
the cighcen-thirtis, Nos. 7 and 8, ae, of course, of preeminent 
importance, but the piecemeal construction was unworthy both of 
his survey and ofthe need as it existed in the eyes of his contempor- 
ares—as exemplied in No, 10. Nos. 11 and 12 indicate the mass 
‘of correspondence, largely in the Public Archives of Canada, that 
remains fo testy 10 the ramifications of the Trent development; 











‘and No. 13 ian historical statement of what had been accom- 
plished when the Federal Government took over the canal at the 
ime of Confederation. 


1. Bexsaaone Frooisuen Descenes Tie Taunt ROUTE, 1785 
[Publc Archives of Canada, C0. 42, Volume 47) 


‘Monica 2 May 1785, 
Se 

Since Id the Honor to reeive Your leer of the 108 Mach, 
ave made every enguiry n'y power not ony in Torn but in ier: 
‘nt pats ofthe Country, respecting the practblty of « Communication 
fom Lake Ontario to Lake Huron, and am sory to say all my eo 
devours fo acquire some koowiedge of it are far from being sai 





The sen several perons who have gone from hence to Lake 
Hazon bythe carrying place of Toronto, but bve only met with one 
tho tet out fom ihe Bay of Keate, and that so fr back a the Year 
1761, andthe knowledge he seems to hae ofthe Couey he waved 
thr’ consider ae very imperfet, I have however In it dowa, ia he 
Fncloued Sketch, more to shew tht there is such a Road, than any 
‘opinion I bve of ts being Correst—1 am tld the Lands from te Bay 
‘of Keni, to Lake la Che abound with good Wood, and are generally 
[for Cotivation, there ae several Vilas of the Misiagucs of 
‘erent pars of that Road, who fase Indi Cor, and other grin, 
nd whose tcndship it wll be necessary fo Caltvat, i upon survey it 
‘Shoal be found practicable but iT may rly information, there is 
‘ery ite probability of establishing in Mat quarter « Communication 
{for Bons or Large Canoes, on acount of the Water being generally 
‘very shallow beteen the diferent Lakes, except inthe Spring, and even 
then, its decribed to me, s being insucent for large Canoes, not 
‘mention the Carrying Plc, which ae Six or Seven a Number to reach 
Late In Cie, pd Tm told tw of them are nea hee leagues i ent 
Tam however informed tht to the distance of the Rice the File 
‘voine! Lake fom the Bay of Kent, ther is pleay of Water fr Boats 
‘of any Barthes From all these circumstance as elated tome, Tod 
‘1 Commnication that way without pajag any repard tothe Caryn 
‘Places tobe from the want of Wate totaly inpracticable, however at 
Talieve there s no Man inthe Country espable of giving any certain 
pow te Rea wad Ot sna pope See ae” 
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information about it, think a Project that olds out so many advan- 
tage to the Province at large ought not to be religuisbed, unt is 
found upon Sorvey, tobe as zepecsented realy impracticable aad should 
that be the Case, th next object that oles to Intodce a Communi 
fatlon between the two Lakes isthe Carrying place of Toronto which 
{fom the Ontario side to Lake Horon is diet lin, ino mere than 
100 Mile, and by Water it doesnot exceod 160—That le Toronto 4S 
Miles, Lake La Gi 37, thence to Lake Huron aver Land 18, oF bythe 
Rivera laid down In the into sketch sboet 70, 





1 am tod Lake LaChe will admit of the Navigation of small vests, 
and thre is no want of Water inthe Rivers aleady mentioned, that 
‘ine fom i into Lake Hur, bt it seems thee are int several Fals 
‘t Wate, which with oer ottructions occasions Six of Seven earyng 
place, all of them shoct ones—arge Canoes have gone vp and down it 
4 dle tines, but am tld its not practicable for Bows unl some 
‘ofthe earying places are levelled so sto get them over upoa rollers 
‘To avoid thirver thee is no oter wa of geting to Lake Huroa fom 
Lake LaCie, but by a road oreiand as before described of about 18 
Miles some puts of which are low Marshy Grounds ofa considerable 
extent 10 that embrasing every object forthe purpose of Establishing 
{sure and short Commenication between the two Lakes, T am of 
‘pion from te present knowlege me have ofthe County, i ean only 
‘be Accomplihed by the Caring place of Toronto to Lake LaCte, 
tnd thence down the River to Lake Huron, and tho’ the length of land 
‘Casings wil be very great, eta it na ne Country, and the Lands 
‘a 1am tod exceeding pond t would require very lle encouragement 
from Goverumeat to have it Sele and provided the Lands onthe 
(Caryng place ae ranted in small lots and notin lage Tracts to ope 
Tent Proprietors, we may expect in hgh state of Clvatio, in which 
‘ie, Catages will not be wanting under proper regulations, to Tasure 
ta moderate rate a speedy Transport. 

‘Those Se are my Seatiment, unl we are beer informed of the 
ature of the Communication fromthe Bay of Kente to Lake LaCie, 
lind let what wil be the Evento that Survey, conc there ir neo 
Sy for Establishing the Carrying place of Foronto at speedy a pose 
‘ike, in the couse of + very few Years the Setlen, fom thie 
‘cnt, sod fcity of Transport to Lake Haron, would be in situae 
tion to soply the Provisions hat are wanted by the Trades for the 
Northern Countries, which under the most precarious circumstances, 
‘achat the fare of Crops they ave hitherto been obliged wo Pro= 
‘ure fom Detolt and should the United States be put in posession of 
‘the Pst, their Station wil be stl more precarious, the Americans 
‘wl nave ti thee power to iajure or Rule, every Man fro this pact 
ofthe Provinee who depends on receiving Provision from that Sete- 
neat, frm which and oter reason needles to eanumerate,T submit 
{fo Your Honor the propriety of encouraging Farmers fo tke wp Ids 
‘on the North Side of Lake Huron, at such places as wll amit of Cle 
tiation, particularly in the Two Tesalone all of which Collectively 
‘vl facie the procuring of Provisions, and give the Trades fom 
ence # manifest Superiority over their American Neighbours. On the 
‘ther and we must lo consider the advantages that would ae fom 
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so ready s Communication with Lake Muroo, which while extend, 
tnd adds strength and Security to our From, (IFT may be allowed 
the expression) with the other Setdementsalfod elec Protection to 
the Natives beeen the Two Lakes, who are Missinagues and some 
“rive of Chippamas, fom whom I conceive there wile no dlculty 
in making the purchase, more especially as I believe thei best hunting 
Lands ate at come distance from the Trac tat would be chosen for 
the purpose of establishing an entercouse of Transport between the 
to Lakes 

“The present road by the Ottawa River, & the communication now in 
prospect will ot Admit of a comparison with each other. The fist is 
ost emineady dangerous forthe Transport of Goods, from the Num 
ter of Cataracts and the length and rapidity ofthe River otto men 
ton the carrying Places, which frm hence t Lake Huron are upwards 
‘of Forty in Number, over which the Canadinne cary the Goods, & 
‘Canoes occasionally, and it eo their dexterity alone andthe Knowle 
they have of the management of Canes inthis particule Branch ofthe 
Tnitad bosins, that so few accidents happen, whereas Boats of shout 
the sume boric, ae navigated by half the number of Men, and for 
their Service they are always to be had on moe easy Terms than for 
the fhe, a it requires a greater degree af Experience, and which noth- 
ing can give them but that of Beng constandy employed in tat bus 
wT shall not protnd to estimate the diference of Espence ia the 
‘Trango, as Ido not se sean be doe with any degree of exacnest 
‘ntl the other Communication Established, however in he mean ime 
to give Your Honor some ies of wht it may be, I met Aoqsin Yow, 
that by the Ona River, i is pnerallyeximated at about tweaty Pet 
(Cent 09 he Canoes assorted for the Trade, but ia Cass af sending 
Provisions or other Artes of lite value here, the Freight to Mick 
makimtc on every Package of One hundred pounds in wept abowt 
Fifty, and from that to Sixty Lives, sod to the Grand Portage fom 
Eighty 10 Ninety — 

these hats and the Sketch Tinclose you canbe of any Servis, 
shall think my Set very happy in having lid them before You. 


have the Honor 1 be 


‘Most respectuly 
se 





‘Your obetint and 
‘most humble Servant 
(Sigs) Benj Frobisher 
“The Honble Henry Hamton Bsgt 


2, Tue CoLiins Mar oF 1790) 


[Manuscript Notes the Porages along the Trent, in “A Plan of 
the Dist of Nasa in the Province of Quebec, Compiled inthe Sur~ 
‘eyorGenerats Ofice Pursvant to an Order in Counc ofthe 2nd day 
(of February, 1790, and dated Quebec this Int day of October 1790." 
1 is sined by Sarael Holland, Swveyor General, and Tohn Cola, 
Deputy Surveor-General, The copy th the Surveys ofe ofthe Depart 
‘ment of Lands and Forests, Ontario Palament Building, appewrs 10 
be the ork, as the other to Lown copies are without the Note 
‘The two notes on the Toronto Carving Pace are omited here)" 


(1) Northery Pat ofthe Trent (Beaeys Fale): 
“this fall is wel fe high the Hil you ascend at Indi ison evel 
with the top ofthe Fall the Carying Place across i twenty Bve Chains 
inengb, the road is goo and you embark on a level wih the Watt 
(2) A Short Distance South (Middle Fal) 
“his Fall six fect high, the Hila lnding twelve Feet, the Casry- 
{ng pace across the Poin, is twenty Chis, and the road level and 
00d Wo where you embark. —! 
(G) A Short Disance futher Sout (Ranney Flt) 
“A esata Fall of ton fet high, the bank st Landing i three fet, 
‘he Carrying place on the opposite sie is agreeable tothe doce line 
bing forty Chains ia length, and a god level road 16 where you em 
bar, you then descend a Hil of teaty fet, —" 
(4) At the Poin later ealed Perey Landing (Perey Boor) 
“A: A Sal Spring discharge at ths River, Three Gallons ofthe Water 
makes one Gallon of Sl, the Natives make treat Quanites of t— 
(5) The Portas from Percy Landing tothe Upper Trent near the 
Eas End of Rice Lake 
“A.B Carrying Plce of eight Mies and Seventy six Chlas through and 
[ue] Excelet County for making a road, Sheld his Communication 
be Established by opening thls Road, you shorten the distance thireen 
Niles and void thee Falls, a ni down onthe Plan onthe opporie 
side" [ie, numbers 1, 2, and 3 above] 
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(6) The Ganaaskat Carrying Place (Port Hope to Rice Lake near 
Bewdley): 

°'N 0. Carrying Place from Lake Ontario to the Rice Lake is i [se] 
eleyen Miss and tea Chains, hough an exelent Country for making 
road, he fit four Mies the land is Yer god, the remaining parti 
high Sindy and.—TRis road might be made Compleat for fifty Povnds 
‘Currency If this Communication should be made use oft wll be Neves 
fey to have e Post at, and another at ©, i order to forward the 
Tramport— 


(D) The Chemong Portage from the ste of Peterborough (Lite 

Late) to Late Wabucommong (Chemong)'? 
°C D Carrying Plce of Six Miles four Chains and one Perch, through 
«very good Country for making road by opening his Communication 
{you shorn the distance twenty Mies, you avoid thee Carjing Paces, 
fn great aumber of Rapids of very Strong Water, many 30 very shel 
‘hatin the fal ofthe Year you have great dilcales to pass wih ght 
Canoe 
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Cole map of 1790, Surveys Deparment, Onin Pasament Bulings 
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(8) The Tatbor Portage of 16 miles from “Champlain's Landing” 
‘on Lake Le Ce (Simcoe) to Batam Lake 

“EF Carrying Place of two Miles and a half tcroses the heat [ie] 
of land that ys beoween the Rivers that run tothe Eas nd fal into 
[ake Ontario and thos that run wo the West and fll into Lake Huron 
iv intereot a Cesk Crock [sc] that falls to Lake le Cis, which has 
4 sufciet Depth of Water for Boats or small Veses, but laying on 
‘eit [ste] has no Curent wo eary of the Tres and Rubbish that have 
Id in for many Years, which obrut the Communication, bot might 
ata very mall Expence be made Commadious and good.—This ob- 
ftrction obliges ur fo make we of the Carrying Pace GH, which is 
Snten Miles, and passes through a County of broken Land intersected 
ith Cedae Swamps, This Creck s twenty fot wide and fie dep, where 
the line interexte at Ean at the mouth where i charges ito Lake 
te Cerone hundred fest wide sad twenty feet deep — 


3. LIKuTmANr J.P. Carr's SunveY oF ARoure aerwenw LAKE 
Snicor AND Te OFFAWA, 1819 


Public Archives of Canada, Puble Works 1, Vol 9, pp. 25-30] 


Montreal 1" October 1819 
Sie 

ave the honor to report your Excellency that in pursuance of 
sour inriricton I proceeded o examine the coure ofthe Waters laying 
between Lake Simcoe and the Otawa 

Tie the Lake by « River which Ihave every reston to suppose the 
Talbot iver, but which T cannot detemine witout sexing Captain 
(Owens Survey of We had aot ascended i moe than two mies before 
‘ve found our Core impeded bythe Steam being completly chooked 
by tes fallen eros ie—-We here commenced the iat earyag Place 

"Same years ao he eosuatle Lei eo. rine Minister of Oni 
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of about twelve miles though a fat County very facy dinbeeed end 
the land wall appearance of the fist qualty We now and then came 
Upon the ier and found the Channel narrower and Shallow, not more 
than two fet water in deepest Parte. The River however, rts two fort 
teas inthe Sping which would make this part navigable for Bat- 
fest wore it cleared of the timber. At the end ot this Portage the River 
iden into fine dep Stream with about twelve feet Water on 28 
‘vera wich cootinaes for about fve mies when te River agin 
becomes Shallow and unavgnbe even for Canoes wherever thee is 
deep water it 0 nattow that there appears scare tom for Bates 
to puss—The bed ofthe iver abou ten males higher up is entirely dey 
land the Water pisses under prow for about half» mile, 20d there 
Stems but litle appearance of any Chanpel for boat, even when the 
Water is highest “From this place to the fist Carrying Place to the 
[Lakes the river is mavipable though very much choaked by fallen tres. 
‘The land on each side i Tow but of good quaity—The course of the 
river about § $ W. the carrying place tothe fst Lake js about four 
tes In length over very fine lad but il-—This neck or ide of 
{Cand appeirs to form the dsions between the bead of the waters which 
fal nto Lake Sicoe and tho which take their course towards Lake 
‘Ontario inthe direton of Kingsion. The fst Lake is about seven or 
‘eght mies in length, the Banks rocky and Producing Iie else but Pine 
Yimber. On the Easier side it dicharesielf by a small siver ino 
‘nother Lake which understand communicates wit soe ver fling 
into Lake Ontario near the Bay of Quite. We lt it by the North east 
tnd and ascended fine broad and deep Seam for aboot seven miles 
Int a chain of sll nrrow Lakes which communicate with each other 
by separate streams— 

From the Second tothe thitd Lake the navigation i iteupted by 
four separate all of shout twelve fet each, snd alter passing the thin 
Lake, we were geaealy obliged to cary ffom one to the oer as the 
‘Sucans which oied them were s filed wih tres as to Prevent oUF 
taking up the Csnoee—The Lakes are fen in number the two Tast ery 
‘hallow and the land inthe neighbourhood ofthe lst connecting Steam 
‘neatly ll lowland sod Swamp-—The whole distance from the st 0 
the lst Lake t abowt ninety miles. The fad ha aniformly the same 
Sppcurane onthe banks ofthese Lakes vi, high rocky and Barren but 
observed whenever me left the immediate Viiny ofthe Lake end 
advanced into the interior the land appeared to improwe—AC the south 
tend ofthe last Lake isa ter which ron i the direction of end 
‘echarges self near Kingnion. We here commenced a Portage of abot 
four miles over very high but fe Land. Thi rige divider the Waters 








falling nto Lake Ontario fom tho fling into the Ota. Our Conse 
Ind iherto been from NN.E.t9 NE, The Lake to which we erred 
‘the Canoes i about five miles in length and in appearance Sallower 
than any of te others—We left i by a fae broad and deep Steam 
‘inning in an Eatery direction through a Bat and low County rather 
‘marsiyWe went down the river aboot sixteen mies without iterup- 
tion to a large Stampy Lake very Shallow which Is the commencement 
fof Chain of Lakes about ten ales in eng the remainder ate how 
‘vcr deep and ave mach the same appearance a have already passe, 
[At the Eat End of the Lakes, fall of soot tity feet with apie 
{for aboot half a mile below. These lad to fine rive with Tow sandy 
‘Banks and on an average about sit fet water. The Sueam is here and 
tere backed up by tees ut we proceeded about tity thee miles 
wih ite interopion, we here came 1 some song Raps about hall 
{i mile in ent, which were sucsoeded by aboot Eight miles of Sot 
‘rater—The River bere maker a cout of seven eight miler and 
comes very capi with thece separate falls. The curying place across 
' not more than one mile snd over Yery fine Land. We teh eocceded 
oat forty miles wit ile nterption down to the ive’ junton wih 
the Madaswasca which takes place in a Tage plain bounded on every 
side by High Land— 

‘The Madsswisca comes ino this Pain from the South, About Six 
niles below, the rpids commence which ecavoned us to make small 
‘ying places for about One mile when the ever ie agin navigable 
for tx of seven mile We then arrived at racoesion of rapids for 
shout sty mies over ledges of roek—The rer bere ents avery Bie 
Lake with high bans and ney timbered with eee, Em and Maple— 
"The Lake iuelf is about Seven or eight mules im extent. Immediately 
‘pon isting the Lake the river assumes is former appearance aad be- 
‘comes continued Song rapid with al of four or ve fet her and 
‘ete, for about forty Ave mies when i fs into the tava about eight 
ries above the rapids and falls ofthe Chat — 

From this sketch of our cursory passage through the Country your 
Excellency wil perceive thatthe only part which olers any encourage 
ment t0 the hope of establishing bateay communication i the fst 
hala of Lakes und the river which falls into the Madawasc, and even 
this presents many olstacles, as the Communications from Lake 10 
Tae are genealy very bad sod would require peat lbour to render 
them paveble for tight Bost Should thee dfealtes be orewome, 
some other communication than by the Madaasea most be found as 
[ts whole course i almost an unintrupted Rapid, when the water low, 
‘Scarce affording enough o fort Canoes in Safety over the Rocks, whed 


igh, ring to sucha degree and fowing with such rpiiy as wo pre- 
slude the possibly of taking up Bateaux and mach more of biasing 
them dowa-— 

“The Talbot River may be navigable inthe Spring when the waters 
se igh ut iso shallow inthe fall scarcely to afford Water enough 
for a Canal. The Land I ave resoa to belive Is good in every Part. 
‘ace inthe immediate Vii ofthe Lakes and Rivere— 

“hese, Si, are the Principal Observations I have been able to make 
during my Jourey throueh the County which has Been much more 
tedious and less Sasfacory than might have been expected from the 
fist accounts T resved 

1 ave the honor to be 
‘Your Excslencys 
“Most obedient humble Set 
(Signed) J.P. Cutty 
TER Ene 


4.1. W, Bunsen! Suocests Meas oF BUILDING THE CANAL 
(@) Te rinse PLax, « vorteny 


Public Archives of Canada, Upper Canada Sundries, J. W. Bannister 
10 the Lieatenan-Governer) 


Rice Lake, Upper Canada 
15th Dew 1820 

May it pease Your Exceency, 

‘My Lecation happening oe onthe Rice Lake Seement, the abo 
Ine want of «Communist, thence tothe Bay of Ost, of necessity 
‘cecured tome inthe strongest Light. During my residence ere, T have 
‘een parcalar in exploring and inquiring, 50 a8 to enable mel 
orm & reasonable opiaon of tis matte 

have been informed, that Surveys frm Lake Simcoe to the Bay of 
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‘Qsine have been made, by St and ale Men; consequent, any aberva- 
tons from me, a6 to thee loa capably wil be superduous, and i 
‘only remains to submit ro Your Excellency, mode to rae he money, 
Tor ts purpose, to carey the proposed work into eer. 

'A Government Lotery, under every consideration that 1 have given 
tothe subject, appears oie, tobe the only probable method, to collec 
So lage sum, 25 the contemplated work wil eau. 

1 tus that your Excellency wil do me the justice to belive, that 1 
far, fom approve of this species of rambling and thit 1 have not 
Isl sobmted it to your Excellency No, the seeming eherwise im 
roca of raising so moch moaey, except by blag assstd from 
Home; The paramount secesity fr the Country in general (indepen 
‘ent af is Local sdvantages) ofthe inland navigation bein Degen, The 
‘ant sides duly making by our aspiring and republican neighbour, 
In tis Valuable power; and "th? last not leas” the presen over- 
htning pety Loceres, Rafles, and other sorts of gamblig, which 
Insy be more eletvely put down by the more respectable Clases, 
refering 2 Leal Lottery to iegat gambling are the strong indoce- 
Inene which have forced me the to Iniade myst pon Your Excel. 
tency, 

T have now to coaclude with every seatineat of eipect for Your 
xceleney; and to 

Subsribe myst, 
"Your Excllensy’s 
Most hunble servant 
John Willa Banister, 


(8) se SE00N0 PLAN, TO COMBOE SETTLEMENT AND A CANAL 


LUokn Wiliams Bansiter, Sketches of Plans for Setting in Upper 
‘Canada a Portion ofthe Unemployed Labourers of Great Beta and 
Iucland London, 1821). Atleast ou eins oft pamper appeared. 
The following excerpts are from the fou, ered On Enigraton 
Upper Canada, by the Late John Wiliam Bonnier, Fog. Rice Lake, 
‘Upper Canada (London, 1831) 


[A sketch ofthe second plan flows, by which a paty cam be 
sete in Canad without burhening the mother-contry 10 a lrget 
"mount thin the expense of conveying there rom Europe t thir placer 
of destination 

Te wl douless bein remembrance of many persons inthe province 
at plan was agisted In 1820 relative to making cal fom the 


‘Rice Lake to the bead ofthe Bay of Quint by the means of a sabe 
secpion ofthe produc ofthe country to delay the expense, and that 
bvexpion calling the contibutoes to proportionate shares ia the 
‘mal: Ht muy abo be well remembered how realy the views of the 
‘proposer were entered into by the richer and poorer cases of the dis- 
Iie of Newest, the drt im which the then proposed canal was to 
have been cat, at well as by many ofthe inhabitants higher up the 
‘county; let us then see how we cn connect this pln of opening @ 
‘anal by the sbove means of detaying the expense with that of setting 
Sie thoesand men, womea, an cles in comfort inthe neighbouring 
‘county 

‘We wll ide the party iat thee visions of eo thousnd each, 10 
be sont out to the river Tren, which connects the Rice Lake wih the 
Bay of Quins in ee soccessive springs. On the arival ofthe ist two 
‘hoosand let thse who are capable of Isbouring, immediately to be put 
to ting wok at the proposed canal instead of proceed forthe 
thei leaton. Provisions, clothing, lodging, medical assistance, and 
certain instruction forthe chen wil be provided by praiminary 
rangement tobe hereafter notced. The second sping wil bring the 
‘seat dvs, and the course ofthe easing year wil be asthe former; 
the atval ofthe third two thousand will be the commencement of 
nd pleasant occupations othe fst division; shy wil now’ be permed 
to have so much time to Wit the lands appointed (during which they 
Sl he alowed provision, et.) Tor location, i order tox upon 8 It 
to put up their ehanoes’ at ako aterrars to pt op their houses, 
dea fv acres of lind fra spring crop together with the wse ofa pair 
‘of oten for ten time to perform te loglag’ gaia, they must have 
‘arial allowances whist preparing forthe autuma season sd fishing 
Ue sctiement dais, together with some astaace ding the follow: 
lng winter. On the opening of the fourth spring perc freodom beeins 
to dava: we mas 0 (Fo the last time) Supply ou fiends (acorn 
tothe numberof thet Helpless chien) witha few oer neces, 
th dees of hee land fre of ony expense, and thea leave thm to the 
‘protection of thei Maker, the laws of thelr adopted country, and their 
‘wm indy. 
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'. Texens Ascep rox Wosss ON Provost TRENT CaxAt, 1833 


[Cobourg Star and Newcastle Commercial and General Advertiser, 
Apri 3, 1833) 


Internal Navigation of the Neweate Dirict, 
Notice ie hereby sitela] that the undesgned Commissioners will 
rocrve Tenders wat the St day of Jane next, to be opened at the 
‘Superitendet’s Ofce, Peterborough, fom such persons as are wiling 
to contract forth pcformance of te following wor, ¥=— 
Fist-—To construct & Lack atthe Bobesygeon Fal, 08 the outlet 
Tesween Sturgeon and Pigeon Lakes, of about 28 feet in width by 


120 fect in length 

‘Second-—To sonsrot Lock of same dncasoas at Purdy’s Mil, on 
the Scugog River inthe Township of Ops 

‘hird-—To clear the Channel of the Otonabee River at Dangereld, 

‘Robinson's Island, and Yankey Bonnet hallows, not les tan 66 

fect in with and of uliient depth to admit Steamers drawing 4 fet 

‘wae to pas atthe lowest wate. 

‘Fourth. To depen the principal entrance wo the Otonabee River fom 

Rice Lake 
‘ifth-—To eect Pars and deepen the Channel of the Otosbee fom 

the end of Whites’ Rapa tothe litle Lake exe Peterborough. 
‘Sih—To clear out nd make navigable for Boats, Cavan Creek from 

the mouth onthe Otonabes to Tegss's Mil, in Cavan, 

Farther information may be obaied by applsig to J. G. Bethe, 
Cobourg, ot Thomar Need, Peterborough, after the 10h day af May 
text by ich te the Commissioners wl hve ad the whole intended 
provements surveyed and reported upon by a practical Engine 

enone tendering to erect the two Locks above mentioned must 
produce satiacoryrferoes that Hey have knowledge of tat Kind 
Ut work, otherwise their tenders will not be nosced. 

‘No contact wil be entered into witout to sullet Sureties for 
the da performance ofthe work 


Jas. G, Rethone A. MeDonell 
B. Brown ‘Thos, Need 
Jot Hall 1. Hasta 


Peterborough, March 1833. 
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EXPERIENCED CONTRACTORS, 
Amprovement of thr Navigation of te 


RIVER TRENT, 


NEWCASTLE DISTRICT. 
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Plans and Specifications of the works may 
be seen, afler the Ist of October next, at the 
Office of Sheldon Haveley, Eaq., Trent Port, 
or of @. S. Boulton, Esq., Cobourg; and m 
‘essary information had, on application to 
H. Baird, Esq, Civil Engineer. 


‘Tenders to be addressed (post paid) to Shel- 
don Hawley, Eaq., Trent Port, and marked, 


“Tenders for the Imprawement of the 
‘River Trent.” 











O8 SECTION ta 

ADam, Stone Lock and exeavation at Mey- 
ers Inland, Mouth ot the Biver Trent, anda 
Dam at Widow Harris's 

ON SECTION 4 
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‘ADVERTISEMENT FOR TENDERS, 187 


6, Prooniss 1 TeansroRration 
[cebourg Str, July 31, 1833) 


Steam-Boot Notice 
Internal Navigation ofthe Neweasle Disc, via Coboure 


‘The Steam-bout PEMEDASH, Captain Cleghorn, ples dally between 
the town of Peterborough and Suly'on the Rice Lake, every day at 
fellows: 

Leaves Peterbor’ for Silly every morning (Sundays excepted) at 8 
‘clock leaves Suily every afternoon and atves at Peterborough early 
the same evening. 

SSTAGES in conection withthe above Boat lave the Steam Boat 
Hoult Cobourg every morning (Sundays excepted) at 8 o'clock, for 
the conveyance of pasengere—aod oa Sto 10 heavy waggoas lave 
the Cobourg Harbor Ware-bowse every morning (Sendiys excepted) at 
Iles for the conveyance of merctandae and lgenge deed 10 
Pettboo! or any oer pat ofthe inter. 

‘A large and seere Ware-bouse has Been erected at the Ianding at 
Petrbor|, where Goods and Lugenge willbe stored fee of expense. 

‘The STEAM BOAT STURGEON, Ceptsin Nichols, # now reo 
Ing hee Engine atthe vilige of Bridgenorth, Lake Chemong, and wil 
be sendy ina few wesk o ply between Brietnorth and the Bobesygran 
{Gls tyough Chemong, Buckhorn, and Pigeon Lakes, cling at several 
Intermediate places, of which die notice wil be given. A large sum of 
‘money i now expeading on the communication road between Petr- 
borough and Bridgenort, a dstance of only 6 wiles, which wl render 
‘equal to any inthe Provine. 

‘Person sving st Cobourg wil obtain every information by apo 
ing to Me. T. Evans, at the Office of the Harbor Compass, of a the 
ofce of the undersigned. 

1.6. Bethune. 





Coboars, 20H July, 1833.4 
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7, Wri Sunvey vor TE TRENT Riven SECTION OF TE CANAL, 
1433 


[our of the House of Assembly of Upper Canada, 1833-34] 


November, 1833, 
REPORT 


‘To His Exesllecy SIR JOHN COLBORNE, Knight, Commander of 
the Most Honorable Miltary Order of the Buh, Lieutenant Governor 
fof the Province of Upper Canada, Major Gentral Commanding His 
Majesty Fores therein, dx. de. don the practicability of render 
ing the River Trent navigable fom is mouth or confurnce withthe 
Bay of Out t Rice Lake. 

By NH. BAIRD, 
‘Cw Engineer, 
MICEL. 


In obedience to Your Exzllenc's commands, tansnited 19 me by 
Liesenant Colonel Rows, Cl Sereay, in his communiation, beat- 
fing date 19¢h March Tas, as well as subsequent correspondence, I 
‘proceeded upon the 7th day of September Ist to the mouth of the 
‘Trent (ie tate ofthe waters preventing an ear inspection.) for the 
porpote of attending to the import of my inieuctioas, vz: To Survey 
nd estimate the expense of rendering that River navigable for Steam 
‘Boats dering five fot wate, with Locks of commensurate dimensions, 
134 fet in eng by 33 fet in the lea, the result of which examina 
tio, survey and Ives, Tive the honor now 10 lay before yoo? 
Ercan. 

‘Before coming & conclusion, a to the mode most lly 10 be 
sttendod with expediency in rendering the River navigable, I conceived 
‘necessary, fst, to tavere and expec the whole course ofthe River, 
‘te hanks and contiguous ravines, the result of which determined the 
‘incpl upon which I should proceed to estate the diffcles to be 
Drercome, and taking lato account the reat quantity of war In the 
River (ocarly the second in the Provinee in pont of chars) the 
‘tlste which sch might ave oath constuction af the difereat woeks 
‘sulted, connected with the vast accumulation of sochor ie along he 
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‘banks and shallows, and from the very grat faclty afforded from the 
favourable nature of the banks, a istated by the several seston 8e- 
companying, the pincile of damming the River, would sem, unde all 
reunslanes to be the preferable mode of overcoming the several 
‘barton, and pon which principle I shall proeed to pont ost to 
‘Your Exclleney the manner in which T would propose sormounting the 
cbsaces to such a grand and avalable steam. 

Te wil, however, inthe fst place be necessary, inorder that Your 
Excellency may havea compeeheaive view ofthe subj, o enumerate, 
in  condemed a form as my be consistent with the exent of the 
‘underaking, the several obsrsctions to the navigation of the River, 
‘tom is mouth tothe Rice Lake, and may be classed under the follow: 
{ng general sections, viz 


Jeet in, It, The Rapids, commonly called the nine sie rapids, 
116. 5°9 extending from a mile above the mouth to navigable wate 
tthe Widow Hans singin all 16 fet 
2d. Alter passing along ane navigable sbect of water, 
8 7°8 avalible at present for moderate tne erat, fo 6 miler, 
the Lite or Chisholm's Raps, preset themslves i ex 
teat 1100 yards, and sing 8 7'8 fet to Chisholm’ Saw 
tl, whic leads fo a sill ner shest of navienle water, 
ft moderne caret, not less than 12) miles to the 
Perey Landing! at which place the 3d Section commences, 
Jin exteat 12/5 miles to Crow Bay, and ring 150 feet— 
150. $3 with the exception of « small shet ot pond opposite 10 
‘Major Campbells new tetement in Seymovr’ the whole 
of ths Section consis ofa sei of api interrupted 
only by big Fal, Chutes, 8. 
rom the fot of Crow Bay (along the bay) the water 
1s of suficient depth for 1 miles uni reaching the foot 
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ofthe apis from Hecey's Falls in exteat 1% miles, at 
‘which pent, commonly called te Foes, being atthe com 
‘uence ofthe Crow River wih the Trent commence the 
‘eat sees of obstaces, the 4 in rotation which embraces 
1729'S Heskeys Fal, extending as sated 1) miles? where com- 
‘ences the Long Retch, navigable for 13/4 miles with 
{he exception of three shallows oils which as wil fer 
+4 2.0. wards be detailed, may be enly overcome, to the foot of 
Crooks" Rapid! immediatly below Asphodl bridge, x 
niles from Rice Lake; t this point the Sth and lst gearal 
Section occurs, in extet about Ya mile and sing 7 
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hich overcome brings the navigation into the head or 
Fummit pond of Rice Lake, making from the mouth ofthe 
River at the Bay of Quint, 2 total se independent of 
the natural cureat along the several navigable portions, 
thc ofcourse T wave, 
Rtn 
of 360 8 510 
vite $3510 


365 00 


ina distance of 61 miles, and which I would propose to overcome by 
the folowing operations; and in dealing which, with reference to the 
ns and econ, tut I may succeed i laying the mater in a clear 
8 ligt before your Excellency asthe subject wll dt. 

‘With reference to the abtract of ebrraction to be overcome, the 
1st or aie mile rpids present the most formidable, the natural se 
to widow Harri’ atthe then lowest pitch of water being 116 feet 5 
Inches 9-108 

"These beng 8 continued succession of rapid, cascade, chutes and 
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shallows, until eaching the small pond of stl water near the Highlands 
‘ver O'Conpor’s Tavern, 1 propose surmoutig by the construction of 
Dans apd Locks, with te fequisie excavation fr the foundations and 
‘entrances, a6 sewn on the ection, pling the Lock No. 1 fist or 
fetance Lock in the now dry chanel atthe head of Myers Island, abd 
Taking advantage ofthe preset chanel Between the Mind and iain 
Shore, 2s line of ingress, as sin oa the detaled pan. Th navigation 
‘eeping the chanael of the Rive ual reaching below Robiason's 
‘Mls at which poiat marked on the plas ollstral ut wil be reid 
for short distance ilo the all water at O'Connor's, which being 
rsd eight fet, will sticienly drown the Highland Rapids to throw 
the rogue dept nto another collteral cut, se shewn on the deta 
plan, along a meadow, chiefly rough rock excavation, upen which T 
propose to bave Lock No. Xill. of 9 fet lit which wil cary the 
‘Sommamiction oto the navigable sheet shove Wow Haris House, 
[which point the Wing Dam, as shewa, wil be required to raise the 
fuer eoficenty to inure the nowsary draft of water over the 
hallows above Lewis Bush's, and before coming to the foot of the 
fie of Chishotn's Rapids, at which place the second Secon cone 
rence, and which, although of to contauunce, and the Hse apparently 
teiting being only 8 78, yet presents conierable diets, and 
Sthich may he overcome wth mot advantage by oe lock of 10 fet i, 
the dierence fom the natural rise (8 7-8) occasioned by raising the 
long reach above, and by 1100 yards of excavation though line stone 
rock, of nature easy of exavition, and f tulable material for the 
Took, dear the eno per estimate wil shew. This Section wil cost 
{£1381476, and bring the navigation ito what sll (or ditintion) 
call the Perey Reach, extending 12/4 miles to Percy Landing the waters 
‘of which, however, wll equze to be rased, as shewn onthe Section, 
1 foot aches 2 by tbe constuction of a Dam atthe heed of Chishaln's 
Rapids, on the Table Roc, ia owe to aflord a sulciency of water to 
‘he rocky shallows opporie tothe Goverameat pce, fom the head of 
‘Long sland upwards and wll cos, a per estimate, £40 0 0 Halfae 
‘Curency, and ensures perfect navigation to the fot of Section 34 or 
Perey Landing which place is by nature calculated for the reception 
‘of any nomber af vessel, fom its extended Bay (Trent Lake) and the 
‘ecreting coves suing fom 

“From this point o Crow Bay (trmlation of Seton 3) distance 
‘of 121, les, the river doet aot, upon the whole, afford sich op: 
portunities of inproverent by damming, priuanly the fst 1% mite 
From Pecy Landing at Point A. (boing the deepest and most con- 





‘TRANSPORTATION: THE TRENT CANAL 1s 


‘vel pot for eving the river) the nsviestion must follow a eoltral 
it aloog the Wet shore in stable excavation, unl reaching Myees's 
‘Mi pond as shown on the plan sing 23 8,8, by 2 Locks of 12 & 
13,7 sod from which, ual reaching Wikis’ Mis, a dstance of 296 
tls the river, fom the fortunate cucamstance of belag divided by 3 
ong island, extending from Perey Landing, offers every facllty that 
‘ould be wished a the whole ofthe water canbe trod down the back 
‘or sia chanal during the excavations from the bed ofthe Fie, which 
‘ist be lowered at the diferent plas, sshewa on the Section, ts 
{aksing the dans to an inconveneat eight, and consequent embenk= 
‘ent the bank forthe rete part (othe head of Long Island} being 
‘ale lon—then fom Myer? mil the navigation wil be cared to the 
foot ofthe Big Fale or Wilkin’ Mile by 2 Locks, 2 Dans, and the 
‘ieent excavation from th bed of the sve. 

From the water immediatly Below the Falls, whch are of soficient 
‘depth, and only rogue to be deadened by the Dam, bead of Long 
Talend, the line of tavigaton must leave the sver uni reaching the 
“Table Rock rpidesbove the Falls, o to Wilkin’ boom, 2 distance of 
1430 yard, for which purpose, a fvotrable an opporunily presents 
could well be conctved, along natural hollow or ravine, coursing 
‘bythe rer of Mr, Wilkin’ house snd leading nary tothe point where 
Ri intended to rejoin the ever: at this place thes combined and $90 
etched Locks wl be roguied to cary the navigation over the Big 
Fil thie contibatary rapide and ale rok chute, tothe er above 
the boom, making a rise of 39 ft 11. in ciety through favourable 

"rom hence to Crow Bay the rier presets every opportunity for 
Improvement with the exception of te Crow Bay or mile rapids at 
thick point eollteral out from No. XVI atthe fot ofthese rapids 
{ No, XXIX. foo of Crom Bay, wil be gute with 3 Locks, trough 
tock cacavaton of well bedded limestone from the Boon ths point 
(GoXVIT) rmyusing (comprehending the stl water st Major Camp- 
bells) 2 Looks and 3 Dams, the whole rise being 58 ft. Sine 3 from 
Wilkin’ Boom to Crow Bs, wit the increased head onthe Bay neces 
sary to cover a table rok to the requisite depth —This Seton from 
ery Landing wll cot £113,714 13, which beings the line tothe 
Forks atthe fot of Hesey’s rai, where commences Seton No.4 
trich ring 72. 9 In, 5 ia.n tance of 17 mile, I propose sur: 
Inountng by 8 Locks 3 Dams and 220 yards of excavation, shew 
‘on the seston fortis place, i the following manner, vz:—At or neat 
the Fork, bythe construction of 3 Dans 14, 13 & 13 fet in height by 
180 fet ia width with 3 Locks of 916 in. 8 8 i, which wil 














‘ok the water into what may’ be termed Entrance Bay, atthe fot of 
“Hlecke’s Falls, ftom which point ina direct line to the summit water 
ofthe Lone-Reach, ravine leads, in every respect eaeuated to asst 
{in overcoming the diicules on is inportat ston, and which may 
‘be aecomplitied by the comtrection of one detached, thee combined, 
‘nd one regulating Lock, making ttl rit with the inrease of head 
fon summit evel of 76 fe 11 im 5 pts reuse a afterwards wll be 
‘Sheva, and wil cost in all £32,892 25 bringing the navigation into the 
14 Mie Reach om which however there exists thee diferent imped 
rents more tan 18 inches draft of wate, and which ae tinged on 
{he general pln amounting inal to 4 f 2 im perpendicular ss, which, 
together with the complement of water rquied over the Uppe Shallow 
(Gay 3 fet) make total of 7 ft 2 in. The sormounting thee, Thad a 
‘contemplation to accomplish by part excavation, and 1 have towed up 
(Grate by 2 Machine suitable for the purpose, but after wing into 
‘account the comparative rling damages which woud rhe, rom sing 
the level of the Long Retch, andthe fecity of doing 20 at Heeley's 
Fils, the adoption of the later measure, would seem the more advise 
ble nd which intended tobe effected by adam across the abe rock 
3 the summit of Heelys Falls of 13 fst in height and 320 in Tenth, 
tan expense of £750 which atthe same tine wil eflet a material 
“ving in the rock excavation, fom he suri lvl, bead of the Fall 
to the guard Lock, and hich being wholly rock, wil ore than com 
‘enste forthe constriction ofthe Dam. To lat Sesion, the Sth the 
‘aviation i ow brought by the lat named dam, Backing the water to 
‘Crook rpc whee snr obstruction t te rapids a Caisholn't 
‘osu the natural se being 6.2 is. and the eapds running over & 
‘continuation of table rock, with a he tie of inspection ony 9 Inches 
trite, ad at lowest water nealy dry. 

"To overcome these, ar well a enroTe 9 sliciency of water over 
te rocky shallows between Asphodel Bridge and Rice Lake, T should 
propose the construction of dat acros th river Belew te api, at 
'comenint ste, mich shall be of sulclent eight to throw 5 feet 
rater over the now lowest potion of the table sock, om which there is 
Shove the Mil, 1 ft. 4 in, nd from which, excavating few beds, say 
fo? fee in depth fora short distance, wil leave permanent intease 
Of level at and above Asphodel Bridge of fom If Bin. to 2 feet, 
futile, 1 belee, to cover the rocky shallows above and which in 
‘Sonsequence, wil ube th general sunt level of Rie Lake, allowing 
for diercoce of current frm the Lake to Asphodel Bride, at least 1 
ft 8 in. shove the lowest water, which would, T presume, be atended 
‘rth no serious Inconvenence but probably a benef 











‘Thus may the diferent obstructions to the 
{ree navigation ofthe River Treat be overcome 
fin rendered aaale for he pacsage of Steam 
‘Vewals drawing 5 fst water, 110 fet overall 
thy 32 fet team, vi by Sexton Ist trom the 
‘mouth to te Widow Harris 9 mies, rse 116 
59, by the consration of 13 locks, 9 dams, 
odo cllatral cus, Ist. 432 yards in length, 
24,770 yards in ent 

‘ston 2-—From Widow Har to head of 
(Casholm Rapid, aboot 6 miles, rise Bf 7 in. 
by a wing damn at widow Haris! to drown 
the sallow above Lewis Bush’ and by one 
lock and” 1100 yd, rock excavation at Chis 
totes 

‘Sitio 3—From Chitholn’s 0 Crow Bay, 
incuding Perey Reach, by a dam at Chisholn's 
to cover the sallows 3¢ the Government place, 
by Docks and 114 miles of excavation to Myers 
Mills, 2 Toes, 2 dams, and excavation from the 
ef the iver to Wilkin Mis or Big Fale 
thence 3 combined snd one detached lock and a 
fined lock, with 5 mile excavation to Wilkin” 
Boom, thence to Crow Bay by» dam across the 
iver above the Boom with detached Tock, 
Sve vespecive excavations from the be 
tom ot the ver with alates ut rom 27 ato 
{Crow Bry, 1100 yards. 

‘Sstion &—From the fot of Crow Bay, by 
«dam across oe of th oilet channels o over 
‘he table rock sficienly-—to the forks or fot 
ff Heceys Rapid by 3 dams and 3 locks 10 
Entrance Bay (oot of Heeley' Falls) and by 
fone detached, 3 combined, and 1 guard lock 
ith thee excavations and et of 20 yarde 
fhrouph eh limestone rock to the summit 
ofthe Long Reach. 

Section 5—From Hedey/s Falls to Rice 
Lake, bythe consrtion of «dam a he bead 
of Heeleys Falls to drown the thre intervene 
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ing rite 423.0 or shallow above, and to 6120-90 
book sient water ita the lock a Crooks? Con, 642 0 10 
‘Mil, by te construction of one lock and dam "E7652 10 
thers, 10 over the rocky shoals above topsther 
‘with conerable rock excavation above, and 
tnder water 

Al which may be acomplised forthe sum 
Including for Lock of £253487 6 11% H. Cy. in 6 ears from 
Howes £1520 0.0 commencement 

Having thus endeavored fo ay before Your Excelency what occurs 
to me, after two months of constant investigation, the mode by which 
‘he River Treat may be readred navigable; it may peeps, nt be out 
fof place should endeavour to lay belore Your Exelon few ofthe 
‘antigen likely to ssere from the flliment of such 8 mesure, not 
‘only to the country immediately contiguous, but to regions beyond, 
‘rey tleving then from the landlocked predicament in which they 
‘ow ate and must remain, ules zeloved by some such expednt 

"To the country inimedistly bordering onthe river, the advantages 
re too apparent from the harasing inconvenience experienced in 
“raging every species of commodity and provisions required for the 
‘many wants of new setements Tous, perhaps, the worst of roads in 
the Province and obviate the many heart-rending scenes of eadurance, 
scarcely oe credited but by sm eye witers 

"To Goverment, he Benefe mist come mare immeiately home, i 
‘he increase in vale ofthe many thousands of acres on, and coms 
to its banks and contributory lakes and sueams which, on all hands, 
(Goal by people much more conversant withthe tue estimation than 
fan be) smite, must reat least 100 percent, he moment these 
‘operations shall commence 

"The fality forthe transport of Lambe from the waters above, and 
‘tom the difeeat manufacturing establishments now existing, and 
‘which must soon double, will fom a very promiaent feature in the 
‘Mvantiges itely to follow. The Tall upon which wil be cheerfully 
paid and that dangerous business of “dsving the ver” tothe deste 
tion of much valable propery, and foss of human fife among the 

cked” Raps, obviated, and have no dot frm ll th information 
‘have been thet collet, wil the fist yea, eld £26.00. 

‘To this sd the still more inalalble bentt thi Province would 
‘erve from the Marmora ton works being st in operiion, which 
Ting stented on Crow River, (which in conunction withthe Treat 
tls inspected) only nine mile from where the fine of eommnieation 
scsi Crow Bay, fle mig stream wit the exception of tree 
‘anbes of aps, each of which admit of easy provement, and which 














{nave reason to belive woud be commenced saon athe prosecution 
‘ofthe Trent should be deided upon 

‘From these works th Falls would alu be considerable, 

‘To-ew setlements tthe North, and ound the Rice Lake, Oanabee 
River, and Lakes beyond, whit an inclelnbe Dene t would acer 
{tom te improvement in contemplation; necessitated ow to drag fom 
[Lake Ontario all te many wants fo thei infant setements a exhort 
tant rates over a hil and dale road to Rice Lake, there shipped on 
‘oan of a Steam Boat fo Peterboo’ established nesry two ears 800 
hy am enterprising individual (J. Bethune, Exqure, of Coboert) 
‘here unloaded and conveyed again nine miles by land ino another 
Steamer, (Belonging to the sami indvidal) thence by vavous portages 
torte diferent destinations. When the Treat hal be rendered avg 
she the Setter and Merchant may have their goods shipped under tet 
‘own eye at Montreal wharf, pass along the Lachine, Ottawa River, and 
(Canals st Carlin, Chute Avx-Blonéeau and Greavile, along the 
Rideau Canal up the Bay of Quias along te Treat navigation, Rice 
Lake and to Peterboro without ever ance ting dsurted afer leaving 
‘he Montreal what 1o say nosing of the dimination in fight, which 
‘mus, as a mater of courefollow—and onthe other hand i requires 
10 stretch of imagination to antipate all those settlements in 8 few 
eas contbuting mately towards the export Trade, and that Wheat 
Pot Ash, Stes, dc must be reshipped as retarn Carges 

“Another, and by 0 means telat, consideration, to induce the early 
option of such 4 splendid scheme and raonal measur, soald be the 
otrideration ofthe fc, thatthe navigation earied into Rice Lake 
‘comparatively speaking, the communication cried int Lake Huron, 
{© appear evident fom all he information T have been ale to clet, 
(ot having visited those quares) a5 f0 the obstructions existing be- 
teen Peter! and Lake Huron, and which, although aot coming 
within the immediate sphere of my instructions, T have the honor (0 
bmit for your Excelleny’s information, at collected tom itl 
Tigent guide, John Hares (an Indian Trader) 

Ist. Prom the Otonaee River to Mad Lake, excavation 7 miles 

24 Thence ito Chemong, Buck, Pigzon and. Strgeon Lakes, 
rapide 1 me. 

Sra Into Cameron's lke, rapide mile, 

4th, Imo Balsam lke, rapids 1 mile. 

Prom thence to Lake Simcoe, 18 mies by land, making the toa 
cling ftom Rice Lake to Lake Simcoe, 274 mils, then ito Lake 
“Haron down the Severn (T belee the diferenceof level is somewhere 
shout 70 feet) 

“Taking all ese lato consideration, conected withthe immediate 











local advantages which must, as a matter of cous, fllow the improwe- 
‘ments now in contemplation; te Key tall those reglons beyond, and 
‘owed in conneion with the Orta and Rideas navigation sad in 
‘operation, and those in coatemplation by the back of the Island of 
‘Monizel, the grand deiseratum of an intra! water communication 
from the Adante or Gulph of St. Lawrence to Lake Horon, ought e=t- 
tainly to have some weight in intresting the Mother Coanty in frtet- 
ing such an undertaking that, ifthe Provincial funds should nt be 
Mdeguate witha the 4 yeas of execution, (which, however, ls somewhat 
‘ut of my sphere) but I believe T may safely assert, without the fear of 
‘ontadction, that there fe nots Indholder between the Tren’ owt 
nd Lake Simcoe bot would cheerfully sobmitto an annual tax om his 
lands during the exccution of the Works, fo asst in detraying the x= 
pense; and if such a measure were propery digested and atanged, T 
Fave ite doubt but as anaemic would mest the general ele 
‘ofthe Disret, and tend to fact the undertaking 
From the preconceived magnitude of the undertaking, the short time 
foom aceesity avalable to accomplish the whale daring the lowest 
pitch of water, and to enable me 1o give my excuse ateton to the 
levels and loclies ofthe river, found i indispensable to engage the 
services ofa Princ Surveyor (Mr. Robidge of the Neweasle Dee 
{ict in whom T found, throoghout the whole of the arduous duty, much 
pencterence and atenion, and inthe neces ef Which engagement, 
Trust your Exedlency may concur 
‘In siting the forepoing athe ret of your Excellency’ com 
mans, I trot I may have sacred in laying the mater Before Your 
Excellency ina comprebeasie light 
Taye the honor tobe, 
"Your Excellency 
"Mort obedient and 
‘ery humble Servant, 
NH. BAIRD, 
(Cl Engineer, 
(MONTREAL, 28th Nov. 1833. MICEL. 





‘Amount of estimate for locks of substantial 
‘ough Masonry as pet detailed estimate with 
‘wooden dams, emse7 6 11% 
Locks, 1385233 5 feet water 
imate for locks of dimensions sina vo the 
“Lachine Canal 195300 100 
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(On the mot elisibe route for a Canal benween Lake Simcoe and the 
‘ce Lake, and on the pracieabiliy and expense of comecting these 
‘waters—by order of His Excellency Si John Colborne, KC Bde... 
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REPORT 


‘To His Excllency SIR JOHN COLBORNE, K.CB, Lietenant 
Governor of the Provins of Upper Canada, aad. Major 
Gencral commanding Ho Maj Foret, A & 00 
‘hemostelpble rate for 4 Canal Beocen Laks Simcoe 
thd the Rice Lake, apd on the praclcatiy aad probable 
‘apease of conactig these Lakes 


BY N. H, BAIRD 
‘Gil Bape, 
eMICEL, 
MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY, 

THAT in accordance with your Excelleny’s commands, oa- 
veyed wo me i Lletemant Colonel Rowans commemeations of he 
35th May’ and 6th June Tost, ud inthe spit ofthe parla instruc 
tis conveyed in ie late, a eonforaly With the Address of he Howse 
Sf Asem of date 16th Api lst, ve-—"To examine the mort lt: 
Spe route for a Canal between Lake Simooe and the Rice Lake, by 8 
“steno running Teel, and 0 rept to. your Fxcalency, for the 
“Information of the Howie a nowt Sexton, respecting He pct: 
“aly and expense of connecting these Lakes." 

Tihave i coneguenssy the honor to ate for your Rxeslency’s 
tnformatio, that upon the 18th day of Jone ls, having completed ny 
preliminary arrangement, in providing proper assistance and canoes, 
fm which T found more diiclty than T anlpated, and having engased 
the services of Me. FP. Rubige, Deputy Provincial Surveyor, for the 
surveying department, I proceed 19 the inspection and examination 
‘ofthe county Between Rive Lake and Lake Simcoe, soncevng i more 
fn onder to fliow wp the roate from the Bay of Quint, ae dtled In 





‘ny former report to your Excellency on the proposed improvements 
fn the River Trent, in 1833, thant feverse, and commence fom Lake 
‘Simcoe—the result of which inspection, levels, survey, fe. sill en: 
deavour, with as much pespcuy and breviy at the mature of the 
Inmportat subject wil admit, to lay before your Excellency, ssuming, 
though pot expressed i my instruction, or inthe Address fom the 
“loose the sme scale of navigation as that reported 0a forthe impeove= 
‘ment of the Trent, va for leks 134 x 33 4 5 fot water a the data 
upon which wo proceed; accordingly commencing from Rice Lake, ito 
‘which the navigation must be understood as made avaable by the 
‘euiste operations formedy reported and estisted, and for pee 
Spicy and reference sake shall divide the whole route isto Sve Sec- 
ons, commencing from the Rie Lake, thus: 
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Section Is From Rice Lake to Peterboroogh, a1 @ 

u 

* aad. "Peterborough to outlet of Clear Lake 14% 
Ged" Outlet of Clear Lake #9 Bobcaypesa 

“0 

Jock and rapide 10 

Pn 

"4a." Bobcaygean to Balsam Lake Portage 26 30 

20 

Sh." Balsam Lake to Lake Simcoe 6 ® 

Mating in all 110 ies 


Wit celernce to section No. 1, the fist obstacle presening ive 
i the bar atthe outlet of the Otanee River, over whic, in some set- 
sons, at lowest summer water, tere is not more than eighten inches; 
from this point of dificult to within half a mle of Peteeoro, of at 
‘Whidaw’s Rapids, «distance of 21 ales, the ever presets «fin aall- 
thle steam for moderate sizd steamers, withthe exception of thee 
tiling obstctons, at shew in the accompsoying plan and tection, 
vz, Danger Field, Robinson's sand, and Yankee Bonnet Shonsovet 
‘hich at lowest summer water, 18 inches wil be the wtnost, and would 
fot even bave reached that bat forthe exerons made last summe, of 
Summer before, a removiag the eound bolder: from the chanel, 20d 
Placing them in heap o ples, out of the fairway, by grant (I under- 
ftand) from the Provincial Parliament, ni out under Commissioners 
‘ppoited forthe parpose, and which i s far as such paral improve- 
"See Mi. Tels explanation of he tame 08371 Sow. 





rent £0 appears to ive been a tenet to the mvigaton, The next 
‘hstriction, in rotation, the Whtsw's Reps, pitch of about 2 
feet 9 inches (2-9) af this pont cosiderabo expense has been i> 
‘cured, in clearing the botoa fom holders and informing buttresses 
‘herewith 16 contact and depen the bed ofthe ve, and which seems 
to have so far suceeded but, at the same tine, the benef seems to 
Inve been counteracted on the otber hand by the iacrese of curt, 
which asa matter of course, the consactig the channel hat ad the 
lfc of creating, although not so greta to prevent the steamer Nor- 
‘umberlan, tv boat of particule contraction, and drawing Yery 
lite water (ny 2-6) laid on that route by individual ener, 0 
surmount at a moderate pitch of watt, when abe readily galas the 
‘extent ofthe navigation of the Otanabes River i its presen ste, 
the basin immediatly below the town, and at the foot ofthe 9 male 
‘pide, having surmounted with ease small ripple ofa few inches 
{ileence of lee, atthe arrows between the Lite Lake abd upper 
bay. Thos terminating the fist section of dificules on the route, viz 
the bara the mouth of th rer, Danger Feld, Robison, nd Yankee 
Bonset Sioa, with Whila’s rapid, and small rapid above, making 
inal, rom Rice Lake to Petsson’, a diferene of level of fet 6 
inches. 

"The next and more serious obstrcion to the aavigtion of the 
‘Otnabee River, presets self promineay in a seces of uaaterupted 
‘pide and chuts fom Peters Bay to above Heese mil a Dour, 
fino the aow dead water of Katchivaanoe Lake a distance of 9% 
tiles? and ssng no lens than 147-6 fect od, on which portion of 
Section 2ad are situated, above Petertor™ bridge, Hall's mil, bl for 
‘he use of the Seulement by Government some years ago, ting the 
water fom the river above the mill by 2 very long aqueduct, and by 
the constuction of dam across the river, a shew upon tho secon 
panving detailed pans, having head and fal of 12-7 8/10 feet. This 
‘am has the eer of tending the water afar hack as point Aon the 
‘plan—ftom thence tothe tail water of Stevenson's saw mil, the river 
Preserves ts general character of rapids and swift water, and generally 
‘Seep, sy from 3 t 4 fet above this point is susted Mr. Stevenson's 
mil am, of rade construction, bu it presumed suicient fr all he 
‘purpose required, making ¢ head and fall of 2-7 fet, and throwing 
the water as for back as point B on the pla—fom which fo the net 
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artificial obstruction tothe river the same characterise of rapid and 
‘chute preva, unl eaching Lee's mil-dam and woes, at which place 
dam, on somewhat mre substan form and principle of cotsrae: 
on, sors command af 13-1 2/10 feet of head sod fal, and bake 
the wate, withthe exception ofa spt current, a far pont Cat 
the foot of Mr. Reis clearance; from the mill pond, is worthy of 
‘emath, tat the water bas boen conducted scentifealy ty the ate Me 

ees along an expeasiv and well constructed cal t his mila own 
on the plan, and being somcrattrouph rock, must have cost a cone 
iderable amount—dhis work wil be more partialey refered t0 when 
treating of the improvement. 

‘From post C. en the plan, of fom the bead of Lee's mill pod, the 
slvr presents one continued Sees of eapds and chutes ual caching 
the dead water of Kstchivannoe Lake. The peneral character of the 
bunks, high and rocy, and wel bedded, aflording eoslnt msterials 
for fockage, being of good compact limestone. 

From the deed plan atcompanyng, from actual survey, & more 
‘owce dea may be formed ofthe geal character of the iver Gan 
fay attempt at description cold convey, while atthe same tine the 
Tongittina section sews the conned ise, withthe peneral depths of 
‘water, a5 found at the time of inspection. 

rom the foot of Herror’ rapids (on which an excellent saw mils 
{in opeation, and a grst mil in progress of tring erected) 8 foet-10-3 
of rte carr into the mil pond dead water, upheld a that evel, 3 
142 ft-3-5 above Peteroro! By, by a short wubstantal dam, as sewn 
fon the plan and section, and backing the water over the former rapids 
Ito Katchiuwannoe Lake, a the lower extemity of which a shoal 
presents isl an obstruction to the requste navigable qualies, but of 
hort drain. Next inorder, and the only obatucion to the avian- 
‘Son on the 2nd section, the rapids at snd opponte You's House and 
til, ad the atc obstraction of «dam thrown roughly acros the 
flver by Me. Young. forthe use ofa very complete common principled 
‘78m, made to dive two rans of stones, witha teal bead and fll 
‘Of only 3 fet, snd ducing the particular peviod of my inspection, had 
‘only 24 inches, and flor an istance of what properly appli power 
‘may produce, with a dve repr to economy of water, By the accom 
‘anya plan it wil be seen the enterprising proprietor bas spared m0 
Passi the construction of an aqueduct, through a stony stratum to 
‘ain bis end: as 10 the expediency of propriety of his towing a dam 
fcr the ver atthe particular spot be hss, wl afterwards be cone 
‘Sderot im tis report, although i would appear to have mately 
‘enced the mvigton into the oalet of Clear Lake, by drowning the 
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rapids thereon and giving sufcleney of water over them, thus teminat- 
Inge second geet section ofthe route. 

"The aext potion (Loring the 3rd seston) extends from Youngs 
apis to Bobeaygean, = ditnce of 31% miles, ring 38-4 fet, 20d 
‘aking ints course Clear and Stoney Lakes, Peninsula Falls, Dest Boy, 
sod Burkigh Chutes, and Buckhom’srapds or Halls al, with the 
‘avgation of Buckhorn and Pgcon Laks, with thir shallows, &e- 

“Then to resume at Young’ ml rapid the navigation, in consequence 
ofthe inn aleady contracted, ix complet, with the exception of 3 
in place ofS fet water om te catlet of Clea Lake, until reaching the 
Ponisula Fal, through the rather intcate navigation of Clear Lake, 
‘smong ie rocky bland and sunken rocks and slong the splendid navi 
fon of Stony Lake, until reaching the ead thereof, in the spacious 
Basin ito which the Pals disgorge themselves with boisterous rapiiy 
ffom the several ragged) and ironbovnd outlets. To surmount the 
stale at this point (rise 25-8 3/10) seemed at fst, and even on 
‘matte refeton sod inspection, 10 be a work of somewhat of 3 seious 
titre, fom the particule quality of the obstractons inthe reer 
fpenigs snd oes and aves of which the mas of ament obra 
toa is composed, when afer moch search, a small channel, ening he 
leat quantity of water of te whole, afore un opportunity of carry 
ing the navigation over aa sucent of 25-8-3, and ino the water coos 
ecg with Deer Bay, and at which point the dreaded iron hound 
ure ofthe rock tured out o be the Best workable grante—the only 
instance ofthe rel grate, in any quantity, which has come within my 
‘observation in ether of the Provinces, wih the exception of Buckhorn 
rapids, where it alo exits; by the general plan the poston ofthe look 
‘ge cam be sen —eonosiving Kt unneceery, ro long a8 I had 3 comet 
seston ofthe raving, 4 have detailed plan of the whol, partcuary 
2 such could not be properly done el winter, fom the very inicate 
‘nd insalated nature of the several iunds, blll points Ae. Having 
{ned the waters of the bay above, the net bstracion oasis a the 
‘ult of Deer Bay, a8 thewn on the pln, where arse of 2.26/10 
presets il ina mart wicked hate or jmp, ina shor distance, bat 
‘fords an excellent opportunity for improvement inthe well-peoected 
‘ay below, and advantageous ravine and low ground adjlning- Having 
‘overcome tis obstacte, 2 small chute again interrupt the aviation, of 
TH inches, a shewa oa the longitudinal secon of the rote wnt 
seaching Buckhor rapids, on which re stated Halls mills) (end 
‘which pein foros » particular feature inthe ine of communication, 28 
‘commanding and regulating the whole stfaces of Buckhorn, Chemong, 
tnd Pigeon Lakes, up to Bobeaygea, 151 miles) at which place a 








Aierence of level occurs of 8-26/10, o be ovecome, af afterwards 
‘eseribed—and cary the navignon to Babeaygean rps and Tos, 
‘ths terminating the 3rd secon dvsion of the ost, from which to 
‘Balsam Lake Portage, a dstance of 26% mies, an ring 4 fc, the 
4h secon extends, comprenending the rapide aad works Bobeay~ 
‘ean, the shallows from thece to Sturgeon Lake, te wosks at Cam 
‘rons Falls and’ Balsam apis, and which proent the following 
obstructions, namely—at Bobeaygeua are of 5 ft 5 inp and cone 
Unuaton of rapid of considerable exten, together with shallows, until 
reaching the one of Sturgeon Lake, and which has been atepted 
to be surmounted by the cossrcton of lock and dam at come 
tle expense, bya Provincial grant, but which has nota yet been aval 
tls, by some unaccountable oversight im three circumstance, from 
the lve ofthe lower sil being equal to that ofthe lowest wat in 
Pigeon Lake, in place of being the requisite Canal water depth below 
‘the sme, sy 3 fet fr these purposes—from the dams above not bing 
sucient to retain a suliciat bead of water ofr the shallows above, 
and lay, from the loose and open nature of te cot fom the abowe 
1o the lock, not retaining the water for wat of proper meane being 
ed in the contruction, allowing the water to escape in the many 
revies and open chasms wich the mature of the found preent, 
‘hereby rendering the works at this place enily wclen,witho an 
‘adequate outa fo remedy the ei. 

"The ext tod moet serous cburction tothe nvigton on this sec. 
tion oeeus at Cameron's Falls, up t which poi, afer overcoming the 
‘iicules at and above Bobenyean, a most excelent line of aviation, 
Indeep waters of Sturgeon Lake presents isell, when sre of 24-10 2/10 
‘ecu, roa the waters of te deep nuvgube lt from Strgeon Lake 
{0 the foot of Cameron's Fall, ito the ill water of Cameron's Lake 
‘eadering the adoption of two locks and guard lek at most convenient 
Sle, as shewa on the plan, necessary. None who have ever witesed 
the’ scenery of Niagura Fly but must at once have the iapresion 
forced on thls minds of a reemblance in minatre, in Cameron's 
Fall—the approach from Sturgeon Laks, between the high rocky 
banks, in their perpendicular grandeur, unl instamtancously the Fall 
presents elf inthe same horseshoe form, with 2 cara simsely 
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range, fording bind it trom one shore to the othe, a promenade 
‘A commencement has been nade by te enterprising oper, on an 
“sonrive sae indeatie ofthe se and progres of place of impor- 
face, and which, double, is canal stetion mast ineaey im ale 
tion to 4 stw-mil preparations are making forthe ereton of 3 rit 
fnd other mils- An inn of unusual exteat and accommodation for 8 
eve country, has just been completed, together with the propio?’ 
‘oun and several other bows, store, Be. forms quite village in 
lems, 

Leaving Cameron's Falls the route continues somewhat shallow up 
the river, (wal reaching Cameron's Laks, which Is ia general very 
tee) but which, by the operations at Camoroa's Fal, wil ready 
te overcome, and thus cary the navigation over the shallows, fot of 
the Balam Rapids, opposite the bead ofthe Fork Ilan, and st which 
place th rapids may be sad to commence, and although rising only 2 
Fein into Balm Lake, presenta very prorated and seis inter: 
ruption, (compared to what tbe Bist impression did ipod) 3s shew 
in'he detailed plan and secon accompanying, and ths accomplished, 
‘urs the navigation into Bslsam Laks, 227 2/10 ft above the Rice 
Take and the summit level of the communication from the Bay of 
(Quine 1o Lake Simcoe and Huron, $92 ft. above the Bay of Quinte, 
tnd TIB #6 in. above Lake Simcoe. The surface of Balam Lake T 
Prpore holding permanenlly near high water mak, for the purpose of 
Bing suficient water over the bar atthe out of the Lake, head of 
Bile rapid, se alo to afford better access 10 the shore atthe Por- 
tage, oF the point where the cut of junction with the Talbot intended 
to Teme, besides saving many thowstnd pounds In excavations 
terminating te 4h section, and commencing the Sth and last to Lake 
Simcoe descending 118 f 3/10 lala total distance tothe Lake 
‘of 161 les, ort the pont of junction with the Talbot, dachrging 
el ino Lake Simcoe, 133 mies. 

Tn atepting «description ofthe obstrctions on the seston, I may 
‘commence by remarking generally that Gey are twofld:—in the 
“Talbot River, on the one and, ints couse holding out one Une for 
‘omidcration,n contrdstncton to caring 4 contauous navigation 
‘era mot favourable contr of 1334 mls, wit intersecting te Tale 
ot River in is more developed character for navigation, within 2%, 
his of Lake Sinooo, and im either afordingsufientreope forthe 
utes of the Engineer. 

"The Talbot River ft southern branch, aking its vse In swamp 
to the west of nam Lake, continu winding ia 8 very aaeow and 
‘spestine couse for sbott 3 miles, ual reaching the Forks or jonton 





withthe non brane, a which point te river assumes respectable 
‘uvigable appearance for bateaus, and continues so, but im a ery exe 
fentine course, ual reaching tie Long Portage and head of the Lost 
(Channel, and continuation of Dy-bedded River, where the water finds 
jis way under pround, and makes ost “o day” agin at about a mle 
‘below rom which the iver continues as formerly deste wt ache 
Ing the Crooked or Wicked Rapids, of about all «mile in exes, long 
which we bad great diiculy t Bout the canoes, wih he baggage and 
‘rovsoas au, which beings the ive ato what may be eed the com 
‘menoement of the navigable portion, having a his point by three soe- 
‘esuve mpis, descended aboat 5. From tht point to the Summer 
Portage, om te plains, or near the bead of te next rapids and ood 
wood interruptions, the iver preserves @ gavigable character, bei 
From 70 to 100 fin with, ad from 4 to $f in dep, wih the ex 
‘opion of small interruption, about 43 miles from the Portage of 
tock and grivel inform of shoul and api, which might esl Be 

From ths pola (the Sumer Portage) the rapids commence, nd 
‘contin, inlespercd with short stetches of sil wate and. jambs of 
ood wood, unt reaching the termination of any thing Hike rerioas 
Jncezupion at point T. on the pla, fromm which, downward, may be 
reckoned the really avilable potion of the Talbot Rite for improve- 
‘ment, an which, from te deta plan accompanying, made oa fom 
tetual survey, at much lacenvenience tothe party, wil appear to be 
‘nate somewhat oul in present tte ihe rato he wat 
‘ey Being suchas to reader the ready navigation by the desrption of 
{yal ftended to be wed on this inland communication atleast eal, 
Sktoogh th elbows may be mately seleved of thei acutnss, fom 
‘which point unl reaching Lake Sincoe no material diel occas, 
ith te exception of food wood, but what lockape will easy over: 

Having reached the mouths of the river slog 8,10, 1, and 20 f 
water forthe lst 3 4 ms, as sev i the plan, dhe progzess into 
‘he Take impeded by the existence ofa gravely and sandy bar of eo 
‘erable extent into the lake 38 per plan snd section, affording at low 
‘rater ot more than 2. 6 in mth fir way, bat wich cane te- 
moved and permanenly scared agaist filing up by te consrction 
‘of pier propery thrown out 

‘Of the cpebiiier of the Talbot, from its conuene with Lake 
Simcoe tothe commencement of the rapids, thee can be et oe opi 
jon, although that isn some degree shackled from the very ereitoos 
tatre of coarse, making, for istance, a distance by flowing the 











river, of 30 miles to Balsam Lake, whereas by 8 dirt line from the 
preseot Indian Landing, or rater ffom a more convesicat bia one= 
‘ghth ofa mile above the distance would be reduced to 16% mls, 
thereby mot only avoling many inconvenient tars. as shewn in the 
plan, but shorting he distance grea, say 3 mies, 

ving thus endesvoured to lay before your Excllency the diicl- 
ss and obstruction tobe overcome, i nde to sear what Iconetve, 
ter mature deliteration, the most elie route for water comm 
‘tion avalable 10 coaacet Lake Sineoo with Rice Lake I hal a 
fonder as they occur, suggest such operations as T conser will be re- 
‘ited to accomplish the end in view. 

"But prior to entering into the deals ofthe route proposed for adop- 
‘on, itimay not be ut of place to remark, that in ging the extremity 
ofthe 1st or lover sen, viz. Peterborough Bay, the tention wa 
‘aturally cilled to lok areund for an outlet appearances indisting 





was naturally drawn towards the ultinate object of my scarch—the 
Acton ofthe head waters—Chemong or Mad Lake naturally strated 
attention; however forbidding its appearance inthe presen state at ow 
wate, trough which a canoe cam be pale bot with city, end 


{he gear epet 1 it inadequacy fo any thing ike navigable pur- 
poses, nevertbeles, I resolved on tr, and steering my course i that 
‘reson, following a nstural ravine snd spparctly low ground, leaving 
the bay atthe convenient basin, as shewn on the pla and’ pasting 
through chit the unlocated town, lot of Peterboro rosin he 
ommusistion road at Mr- Dixon's gate, and thence bending north 
‘rand in ex curvatare through convenient groand, unt reaching by 
‘any ascent the height of land between Peteboro" and Chemoag Laks, 
inthe shortest feasible route between the two waters which sferwards 
‘contrary to my expectation, on applying the lve, I found not to exmed 
S50 feet above Chemons Lake, thereby ofering » prosebity of the 
lnvenal oe erossthe-couney line, being wordy of stenton til tthe 
‘Otanaes, init crit, had to form the ertron of competion, 1 
resolted ot to abandon it witout an examination, particulary athe 
and route di not Hold ut any very Mateinginducemet 1 3 ence 
Adopt it: however, when on the ground, and asthe country afore am 
cellent oportunty of ascertaining the goss dilerece of Tevel, and 
tthe same ine alfonded dats for sectional view ofthe coonty for 
‘whutover parposes ts expabiies aftervards mipht be deemed sus 
Cpl, Tinted # st of levels sere from Chemons or Mid Lake 
torPeterbora’ Bry, and foond Thad the goanttyof 189 fof dierence 
of level of lockage fo coatend with, and ofcourse to be encountered, 








inthe several obstructions in the Otambee in its efbow cour, a dier- 
fence of level, which somewhat staggered iy couence, being Ted 
alive thatthe diforence (of level) was itconsdeeable, as slated in 
my report on the Trent: but hsving toon thereafter an opportunity of 
proving thoe levels by 2 series from Chemong Lake, dow throogh 
‘Bucthoen and Peaisula Fal, and dowa the long rapids of the Oranae 
‘oe to Peterbory, puting the mater beyoad all doubt, which led to the 
idea (aking into Sccount the probability of a propertomate increas 
fon the seteral remaining rstions of the route frm the iil con: 
Jectures onthe Subject) of addressing the Interim Repor, which Thad 
the honor of handing your Excelleny personally, and theron receiving 
your Excalncy’s further iasretons, which the imperance and cone 
Stdcration ofthe subject require. 

T would farther remar, tht in consequence of the tenor of my ine 
tection, and from circumstances cccurring since the isting of the 
‘ares, and in obedience to your Exclleney's command, erginating 
ftom such sieustances, siz-—"The reputed lity of 8 Toute 
“existing to connect hese waters by way of Stoney Lake, with Belmont, 
“Bal, ad Crow Lakes, and thence with the Rien Canal head! waters 
“on the Crow River" 

Ta consequence aad with the view of leving no room to doubt st 
to the most sii, I inspected the reputed rote na moet arduous 
tnd anetsfotory exploration of tat coanzy, ni ron bound coats 
‘td llnds, continued rapids and vexatious portages, oer hil nd dale 
occupying myself and part of my hands nne days, serving only fll 
to establish the impossibly of fading apraccable route in that diee- 
tion fora nal communication 

‘rom Crow Lake, which I reached by the several continaoas rapide 
nd bind porages descibed by way of Belmont and Ball Lakes, and 
finding no prospect of reaching the head waters of the Rideau tom 
citer of thove pots, altboush from the cursory knowledge Ihave of 
{he dietion of the Riden’s head waters, Thad all slong been con- 
vinced of the probably of finding'a choke of communication from 
thenee to the upper Takes, although at much sacrifice of lockage, but 
not inthe diction reported to your Excellency; I reached the Marmara 
ion Works, and tron tence descended the Crow River, and from 
thenoe by Heelys Falls, oa the Treat—fiag beyond doubt, that fhe 
‘Otanabee was the most probable, and in all itsiood, the oly eae: 
‘eal route for the obec in view 

Having thus deseibed the endeavors to exablsh the most eligible 
route, I now cone to lay before Your Exeallency the operation 
‘que om the diferent sections to reader them availble for aviton, 
Sonmencing in rotation, as forme fom Rice Lake; and under see= 





tin 1 eur the Bar atthe mouth ofthe Rives, the hallows of Dan= 
‘gered, Robson's Island, and Yankee Boone and which I would 
propose wrmountng by sch adionl eight to the dam a Asphodel 
‘ridge, (proposed necessary forthe improvement ofthat portion of 
the Trent) as wil mlatain Rice Lake permanent) ator near igh 
fener mark, and which trom the slight diference of level fom Rice 
Take to Whidaw's Rapids, (about 21,9 in.) can eny be doe; at 
the same time, I wosld recommend the closing wp the centre channel 
fof the mouth of the Otamabe, with the view of aisting eter of the 
‘other, im having a clea pusage, and preventing the formation of 28 
‘tonal bar, which would be apt o form, i not atically prevented, 
nd which te formation of piers will ensure. 

In raising the water of Rice Lake decided general advantage wil 
sree tothe surounding county, in rendering the wbole comparatively 
Iealthy, and insre, at triing expenditure, an avaiable navigation to 
eterbor tal tines, by the simple option of a dam and lock at 
|Whitaw' Raps, whic the next obstostion on this seston, thereby 
owing back water over the Lite Laks, sufelnt to drowa the ripple 
athe Naows betwoon the Ike and bay, and throw suleent wate 
into No.1 lock ofthe clltral ct from Entrance Bay ths carrying 
the navigation from Aspodel Bridge to Peterboro', 40 miles, at an 
expense of, per estimate, £4246. 195 avery inconsiderable amount 
indeed, when compared to the advantages to be derived, the eaumers- 
ton ofthe whole of which donot consider comes within the ied 
hereof this report. 

Section 2nd. From Peterboro' to Clear Lake, 1414 mils, and ring 
147 feet, with a comtinuation of rapid for 9 mies, unl reaching Hee 
flo mil pond in Katchluwanace Lake, and thereafter the eapds at 
‘Young’ mil, of short dara, 

“To overcome thre, (the mot serous obtrcton on the whole rout) 
there can be bat one opinion, pointed tin the extreme facies the 
river affords in ts universally high and well defined banks, and the 
convenience afloded forthe constuction of dans at sutabe distances, 
{o render the intermediate spaces avulale, the practisblty of which 
system ha been so amply tested on the Rideau commenicaton, that 
eaves nota doubt as to the applica in the preset instance, while 
the exitenceoffoleralysined ms at present, proves the faiiy wih 
‘which such can be constructed where requied But although T shoald 
‘commend the system as generally applicable tothe nine mile raps, 
‘yea willbe seen by the accompanying detailed and minute plans, T 
ropa lating the river tthe Lite Bay, immeditly contgvous 10 
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te stor-howse, and making part ofthe present marsh and Bay, 2 1e- 
ceiving basin, and carrying the navigation inland through the town of 
Petebor', as nealy parallel with the sees a8 ow laid out as pos 
le, slong favourable low ground, pd well suited to loekoge bounded 
by the natural mound or bank onthe western side—bending is coun 
round tthe plan Its, ntl reaching the natural ave at , to which 
point the levels naturally lead, as shewn onthe accompanying plan and 
Scio, un eaching the iver aS, and ito the dead wate from Hall's 
nil-dam, or from the termination ofthe mound relered to, 1 cary 
‘on continsed navestion to the summit fine of Lee mil-pond, for 
‘which the round is favourable; and as ths would appeat i the mean- 
Time to be more elie it may be eaed sult to estate on this 
lin, leaving the adoption ssa mater of expdieny heer, when the 
‘works may go ito operation, 

T woe, therefore, propose forthe present the coniuation of the 
cut to Lee's mail-pond, by which all the mil operations wil be left 
Uditurbed, and the wicked chain of rape avoided, 

“Having guiod the mill-poad by collateral cut of 256 miles, with 
Stock, making 56 fit, sod the nacewary bide, fe. forthe accom 
‘mociton of the pubic, the dam and lock system wil come ito good 
play, anil reaching the foot of Herit’srapide—y the several lok, 
dams and excavations, as shew on the plan and section, rom which & 
llaterl cut of oneaith ofa ile wil be necessary to cart the Tie 
fast the mil and apis, and avoid inverteiag with the operations 
‘reo, which are Tikly to become extensive, and secure amore cone 
‘eaeat and ready mode of passing this parse spot of ils, than 
by following the sver and then By raking and strengthening the present 
Gir, sulficiency of water can be backed up, with no incanveniense 
the adjoining la, to the foot of Younus rapidscovering the small 
rapide atthe ot of Katchewannoe Lake, and towing sucleat 
irate into the Tock of 3 fit st Yoon sx shew on the plas and 
{ection trom which to the waters of Clear Lake, short eat of 70 
yards in Keng, averaging 6 f. dep, through a gravelly section, wil 
‘ary the navigation (and completing section 2nd) from Peteboro to 
{Gear Lake, 14% miles, and sng 146-10 plus 32/10-180 fe and at 
an estimated expense of £66524 14s. 1d. 

Section 3t¢-From Young’ to Bobeaypesn, inline in it course, 
trouph Clse and Stoney Lakes, the Peninsula Fal, Burgh Chutes, 
Deer Bay, Buckhorn Rapids, and the navigstion of Buckhorn and 
Pigeon Lakes, 

"Having gine the waters of Clear Lake, the only operation soqlred 
to complete the oavigaton to Peninla Falls wl be = peopel ean 





structed dam, orb the waters of Clear and Stoney Lakes 2 8. above 
their present eights, s0 a4 to 280 sulcieney over the oaet of the 
lakes at lowest summer water, which cannot in any way inefee with 
‘adjoining lands, the general character of Clear and Stone Lakes being 
rocky and barren shores, and in general very abmupt. The Peninsls 
Fall, gross rise of 25-8 3/40, propose surmounting by 3 locks and 
‘extended wing walt, wih the requisite guard lock atthe head Sum= 
fit to regulate the spring Moods From this point the navgntion eon 
Yinues through Deee Bay unl teaching Budegh Rapids, a pitch of 2 
fe 2 in, at which place & most favourable opportunity presents to sur- 
mount, what there would have been atlended with wouble and 
expense, in the placing of lock in the neck of » Peninsula, as shown 
Upon the ener plan, withthe necessary excavation, fe. which wll 
ty the navigation, by the construction of a dam at this place over 
the lite cute to Bockhorn Lake extremly, of rock excavation, a8 a0 
in the rasing of he present or the construction of st additonal dam, 
Sufcct to deaden the rapids and sit water above, and how sul: 
‘ent additions! Bead in Buckhorn, Chemong tnd Pigeon Lake, 203 
retain those waters at hgh water mark, and thereby insure a costant, 
safe navigation to Bobcsygean Raps, where teminats section 3rd, 
im datance of 3144 mies, ascending 38 fe 4 in at an expense of 
£21,102 2.5 

‘Section 4th-—Prom Robeaypsan to Balsim Portage (lo Lake Sim- 
00,) 264 les — 

‘Wi equ the construction of the lock at Babeaygean, the lower 
sil being pled, st aleady stated, atleast 3%. t00 high, besides the 
tlmensons ofthe lock chamber being too contracted forthe present 
‘contempt sale, Being only 28 ff the clear; the ct from the lock 
bead tothe bay above wil require considerable enlargement and deep- 
ing 0 510 adit of being propel secured by Ting. Ato prevent 
{he etcape ofthe water trough the open fissures of the lose rock, a 
provided for in detailed eximat; the reconstructions and increased 
eight to the present dam, with the addon of» smaller one, between 
the upper land aod mai Ind, ax sewn upon the plan, with the view 
‘of giving suleney of wll over the long conned shallows in he 
fiver above to Sturgeon Lake—vbich prined, gives 8 splendid avi- 
fnton for any sind eraft to Camera's Fal and to the very foot 
‘erent, where a most favourable epportunity occurs for lockage ito 
Camera's Lake, or rather the sver leading to said lke, at shew on 
‘detailed plan and section ofthat pace, senmounting the diference of 
lepel of 34/10 9/10, by two locks advantageously Ioeted on the brine 
ofthe rocky bank, withthe addon of a guard lock and excvation 














Jo the river or mil-pood above—in a ditance of only 265 yards, 
ud averaging 6 f cuting, passing between the hotel and sil 

Before leaving the extended and Ste navigable water of Surgeon 
Late, it ny oot be out of place to elr your Excellency spy 0 te 
fact ofthe existence of one of the mot favourele opportunites ever 
resend to open up the same extent of country, by s0 vey ile ae 
fance from art asthe waters of Seugog River and Lake afford, pasting 
fn the couse from Sturgeon Lake, from th south-west angle of Fene= 
ton, through the whole of Ope (40 males in extent, ntersptd only by 
‘he rapids at Purdy’s mil), touching on Manvers, watering th whole 
‘of Cartright, and pat of Reach, atthe upper exenity of the lake, 
find even extending ts ramifened contributory branches, rendered pat> 
tial avaiable (and which lite local enterpse would make perfectly 
$0, into Mariposa, Brock, and Whitby, and as a mater of course not 
enfning is spreading inisnce to these alone, but enabling an aval- 
ship communication blag oped up from the safe and convenient Bay 
‘of Windsor (where its aow in coatenplation to const harbour) 
by railroad, or rood macasmied oad, forthe preset, from wich 
point the head ofthe extended navigation seems tte distant ony 18, 
files, and which, as already shown on the parclar report on that 
Subject, can be radored aval bythe simple operation of one dam 
‘nd lock below the present site of Purdy’s mil and at an expense not 
exceeding £2500, (under proper management) —therby affording on 
Immediate rit to those rpilyseling Dstrct—at  Witing oto, 
‘unt the hough main channel of communication should be opened 
up, and then affording permanest lest beat to the Townships 
immediatly bordering on the Scugoe River and Lake, as aso oa the 
‘comity, the Non-can nd Cross Creks. 

"To resume my sectional description ofthe main Uine:—Having gained 
by the operations stated, the summit of Cameroa's Lae, a the sver 
shove the dam, pauls a the oul ito Cameron's Late at low 
rater, does not exceed 18 inches, i wil be necessary tht the dam now 
{siting and which sone of the most sibtamial and creabe Pieces 
of workmanship T have seen in the Province, should be raised from 
2 to 3 eto asst in giving suicency of water over the har at the 
‘mouth of the ever, where some rock excavation wil sso be nectryt 
‘uti the banks wil Hear i and T have no doe bat they wil, even 
2 greater increase would be advantageous, not only im the saving of 
tock excavations at this point (ander water) ut in materially aeiting 
‘operations at the foot of Balm Rapids, which point the navigation 
‘reaches eal thous the dep Cameron's Lake, sad up ether of the 
‘Ghnnels ofthe ster, communicating with Balsam Rspids and Lake, 








where operations of considerable magnitude, compared tothe tciting 
Aiference of level, wll be rogue to connact wih Basa Lake, i 
the construction of & lock of 3 fit and comtinioas excavation, 
‘hilly though rock, for 450 yrds to he river above, at pint B, where 
2 dam will aso be required f throw suficient water over the bar and 
{ato Portage Bayon the summit level ofthe chan of communications, 
ftom the Bay of Quint to Lakes Simcoe and Huron, making 4 distance 
of section 4th of 26% miles, and ring 34 (at an expenditure of 
(£25,546 16s, 24. Currency, being a ttl difereace of vel above 
Rice Lake, with the increased head on Balsam Lake of 227 fs above 
the Bay of Quinte S92 ft—asuming Balsam Lake to be 3 above 
July mark, and 118-6 dito above Lake Sinoe, and asuming Lake 
ron, sewn onthe map, 594 fabowe the en, would sem oleate 
1 dilfernce of level bstwsen Laker Simeoe and Hiron of 110 fo, 
Sy 110 fe 6 in 

"Next comes the last sectional division ofthe route No.5, and one, 
ss already stated, upon which there is sufelet scope forthe Ensnce?’s 
<des—ot in pint of aay very untoward dicate to be surmounted, 
‘tin the proper section ofthe most eligible route fom Balam Laks 
to Lake Simcoe, Between which there isa diference of level of 118 
5-3 in the present state ofthe waters, an amount far beyond what was 
tiipated, and which, consequent, sogusted the stctestnvestga- 
tion ilo the ments ofthe two probable rote already spoken of, Vz. 
to fellow, as moch as mny be avaible the cour ofthe Talbot River 
fiom its Source downwarés—or to adopt an eligible fine for a more 
continuous navigation from Balsam to' Lake Sincoe, and for which 
later the face of the country affords (withthe exception of 2 wing 
se near Balsam Lake) an opportunity equaled oaly i one iestance 
in the course of my abseration in ier Province, and in that for 3 
‘ore limited tance (vio the line ors continvoas Canal from Lake 
‘Se Francs to Lake St.Louis, which rens through the Scignory of 
Beauharoos, and which T estimated last year forthe Honourable Ea 
ward Bie in contr-dsinction to the other sie of the sver—the 
expense being much ls.) Sl, how-muchioover I might be disposed 
tovsmil of sch faciity for continuous magnon by a cat to Lake 
‘Simcoe direc, yet there ae cicamancessfiely gen oie the 
Preference to a medium between the te, and which, T have no dou, 
‘Wil present the most eligible for adoption, at in tacing the Talbot 
[River from it commencement inthe great samp near Balsam Lake 
t Lake Simcoe, in all streaks of serpentine curvature, which Td 
fn the mooth of Tome, when the water was ¥ery low, a well in the 
‘months of Octoker and November I fully came to the opinion tht 10 








follow the Talbot higher up (as for the sake of description I would beg 
leave to revere the order and commence from Lake Simcoe) this the 
‘commencement ofthe rapids at McQualg’ rapids or house, as marked 
(© on the accompanying detailed plan, made from actual survey, with 
the view of ascertaining the real ature ofthe rer, would not only be 
‘exposing the works to ch tanines of execution from the Unites 
petlod in which operations could be eared om among a continsation 
{of rapids, but atthe same tne, when dose, would aad moch to the 
Tenth of the communication the diet line with the pat of jction 
‘with Balsam Take being only 13% mies in etent—and although T 
Should certainly lok forward timate to carry the navigation t this 
Polat, oF into the Simcoe Portage reach—-yet, i he mean ine, T would 
Suggest the propriety of leaving the Talbot ether atthe cometient and 
‘ommodioas bain, a shewn on the plan a, 13 miles above the 
mouth, de, or above the termination of the lately constructed road from 
Halsam Lake—andfeom the sai basin, or point T, co cary inland 
at 10 Balsam Lake, 2s per ine delineated red on the pln, with the 
‘necesay 12 locks of inal, 116 fet Hits thereon sev, OF 348) 
Serna be found more convenient o este; for which, ar already 
State the section ofthe country i most favourable, withthe exception 
of considerable rock exevaion in bedded mesons on leaving Baar 
Take, which, however, will meet well the purposes of lek bung, of 
‘which there wil equi o be inal he nnd eat 12 lock, (odflrent 
{oct it each) besides on the Talbot River, between Lake Simcoe and 
‘Talbot basi, of nominal fet lit, with the fequstecomtingousexcavae 
tion, culverts, bridges, de ogee wit the necessary operations atthe 
‘mouth ofthe ver, a the removal of the bar and bythe constroton of 
Piers, a prevent again forming thos overcoming the obtrction Ia 
this section, by an inland continuous eat from Balsam Lae to Talbot 
River at T, of 13% mes, with 12 locks town at suitable distances, 
ss shew onthe plan and sections, by one lock on the Talbot River, 
St found aecesary, andthe constriction ofthe necessary woeks a the 
rmovth ofthe rier, pall 16%, mies: dexcending 121-1 3/10 feet by 
Toskage, of 118-5 7/10 natural diference of level, at am expendi 
of 121.212 185. 14, Caren. 

For the sake of pesspicly, beg leave to ange recapitulation of 
the whole for your Exclleny's tlormation, which a ene Vow Wil 
‘shew the asrict of operations required, amounting i allt the sam 
‘of £262,067 16s, 4d. and for which T consider these works may be 
onstrated ina permanent, substantial, and workmanlike manner, 20d 
der asia speifcaon a intended forthe Tweat work, viz-—"Of 
‘pod substantial hammerdressed masonry, with able hallow quoi, 














comers, and coping, wooden sls, Ac. &"—Thus opening up an unin- 
erupted water communication fom ihe Bay of Quiatsto Lake Simcoe, 
1 distance of about 195 mils, and 706-4 fet of lockape, forthe sum 
of £495,515 odd, Curren, including the Treat estimate, which 
‘mounts to £233,447 Ge 11d. Corey. 
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Having now, foe your Excellency’ information, submited the result 
‘of my lnboury and of more prorated survey tan Thad anticipated, 
tucking from cieumstances which oftentines give re Uo, ad seal 
owe dices Inthe progress of the Engineer’ operations than the 
real liiculespresentd, namely, tbe difeeat supposed routes which 
Ofer themselves to consideration, as inagiaed eligible, through the 
Seren sections of country in which they occur, and presed upon the 
fenton a5 the Dest or as in many instanes, the only practicable 
‘ule thereby diverig the attention and oecopying that tie which 
‘would ave teen moee advanagcously decd fo the natural course 
ofthe communication, but which, from the ecumstance of a doubt 
xing or possiblity thereof, leaves no lteative but to fallow out 
uc, if a any way fase; and under such impression, T was led to 
take the tour of the back lie of Lakes, Rapids and Portage, fom 
Stoney to Crow Laks, which as alieady sate, serves but to confim 
‘the prior opinion of improtabiliy, as also in examining the lay of the 
ousty, through the diferent Townships of Hidon and Fenelon, at 
Girected ig your Excellncy’s detaled instucions, per Lieutenant 
‘Colonel Rowan's communication of date 16th June last, parently 





‘sd Sturgeon Lae; bot soon acttaining that such a route must etal 
vith ot only avery materia increase in distance, but at the same 
tine an increase ia Tockape, and witbout any certain soppy of water 
from s sami evel, the county Hsing gradually towards that course 


‘rom the Talbot valley (certaialy the lowest ground in that section of 
‘county) ual again alin ito the Sugog-—and having followed that 
fine river and more extended lake aviation 10 ite ety and acer 
taining, eoerapically speaking, tht tat rout, although apparently 
feasts towards Lake Sinco, would be eal too ceatous 
‘Aterde consideration of the matter i ll its earings, and weighing 
the merits ofthe jnction with Lake Simcoe, Urouph the Seuog Toute, 
which must hve been down the valley’ of te Lite Talbot to Beaver- 
tows, a steam by no means bearing comparison with is greater rival 
of the same name, independent of the Want of accommodation for 
‘Shipping, except ats very great olay of rooney, and by the Seusog 
“Lake route, following ether the NorCrose-Creek route, 7 miles above 
Purdy’s mil, into the centre of Marios, where the beight of land 
‘cccurs—or continuing up the Lake, take the Noacan River of Creek 
‘tribe soab-west angle of Cartiht, and crossing the southwest angle 
‘ot Maripors ain the height of land ia Brock, and from thence descend 
lauo Lake Simcoe, down the Black River Valley, which hols oot no 
paricuarindocement or accommodation fr lake crt, which at ties 
‘il be hard enough pressed to find shelter, all independent of the geo- 
[zrpbiclobjetion fn point of distance—not cay in a lel lew, fom 
‘Sturgeon Lake 1 Lake Simcoe, but in following wp the alter object 
of continuing the chain of commanicaton with Lake Hron—sll of 
‘which wl Be avoided, andthe grand object of the most direct and least 
‘expensive mode of contecting these waters obtained bythe Balam Lake 
ose; and the Talbot River, a ow estimated, Bakes having the 
ovble advantage of bearing’ ut the general character ofthe ‘whole 
line as an internal communication, opening up a widely extended and 
‘valuable county, and one which promises, ee long 0 be second 0 50 
proportions space of inland country i te Province in pola of expe- 
Files of improvement, productions and oppomnities for enterprise. 
Ter the general line of communication snd is comnacton withthe 
asjceat and surrounding country, and shewing thatthe Hine 8s now 
Surveyed and estimated isnot ony the most direct that canbe foun, 
‘but the one most calculated to develop the resources ofthe fre and 
‘alable country trough which it pases, T would beg to rter your 
Eeclency to the accompanying general plan which T have had com- 
piled (By Mr. FP. Rabige, DPS) to shew the whole fine atone View, 
trith the diferent works propoted to render the whole navieble, by 
‘hich wl be seen that from the Bay of Out to Lake Haron, the 
[sneral diction of the commonication maintains a prety straight 
oure—thatastuming te section from Lake Simcoe to Huron as prac- 
‘Sesh, and which Texrenely regret was notin my power, on account 





of the advanced state of the season, 10 have examined, as stated by 
Your Excellency as desirable, when T last had the honour of am inter- 
ew, and with which itetion T did proceed to the Nezows of Lake 
‘Simcoe, om the Talbot River, when the dielyofprocsig a proper 
fenoe anderen, and accommodation proper for the excursion, (having 
Jett my canoe, e-a the Talbot, o complete some measoemens, undet 
fan aston) added tothe apprebensio, which afleraads tried out 
1o be wel founded, of being frozen up in Some of my operations below, 
‘soled me (Chen the St of November, 1 abandon the ask; but sti 
Thad the satisfaction of glening a considerable deal of information 
from the Kindness of sm indvieal in Orili, ho is much interested 
in the forherance ofthe grand object—and inthe pers of « Report, 
‘iawn up by an Ofer of Engines, on the state ofthe Severn River, 
‘and which, from the general dscipon therein piven, would appear 
to be not more sectonally objectionable for improvemest, than what 
‘ms been met sith on the ler sections ofthe route —the iferense of 
level as already stated, being about 110 f. 

would alo state thet Chad, atthe same time, an opporaity of 
pBinng information as tothe projected route (by 8 Mr. Boye.) from 
Shingle Bay, but which om the general prncpe, as T understood the 
Aesrption, nesriy double the locke would have to be encountered, 
than by a gradual descent; besides, judging from past observation and 
fexpevience and studying the course of ature inher multiplied aeange- 
‘ment, ever appears that the lowest ass Between any two sections 
‘of country i generally, if ot always indeted by the greatest discharge 
‘of water—altough, ai a mater of couse, and one i all eset ot fo 
be avoided, the route may be somewhat creo I woul, therefore, 
be dsposed to hard the opinion, tht either hy the Seve or Nota: 
srasaga Rivers must be the fine of communication, ules the later be 
Intercpted from Lake Simcoe by a conideabe height of land, which 
TThuve not had an opportunity of examining: a suppoet of which Bypo- 
thesis and which T consider by a0 means problematical, T woud refer, 
‘tan example, to the county Ivag betucen Peteroro” snd. Chemong 
Tate, sround which the River Otanabe, the main out fom thew 
‘waters down the Trent, Ss. makes such s ceitous bend of 20 lest 
(han 25 miles—that having traversed the country between thse pints 
in all drctions, for the purpose of endeavouring to nd a practicable 
‘verdond root, ad actully running levels of the most probable, 
ound the lomest igs of land tobe 49 f4 8/10 sbove the waters of 
‘Chemong and Figcon Lakes, dimiising proportionately, on approsch= 
fing the outlet, and vie vere might quote many other instance, which 
Inve come within my observation, to strengthen the hypothe, th 





the country between Lakes Simcoe and Huron may have a similar 
Sectional chrater—unles some convulsion of mare aay have Int= 
fered in te general artangenent 

Having ths attempted to la belore your Excellency the ret of 
4.sery minate and detailed examination ofthe country Ising between 
Rice Lake and Lake Simcoe, with the lakes and waters theron, and 
‘fa seves of running apd detached level, at da terms of your Excel 
Tene’ asco, ad in pointing out what I conosive tobe the mont 
tlgbe line for connecting thoe Inks, 1 should now proceed to point 
fut the prospective benefits Tkely to arse fom the adopdon and exe- 
faton of such a measure, but for which task I realy do fs at innde- 
‘sey todo the subject the juste is importance demands, whether 
Considered i 3 pliseal or commercial point of view: bat as ch ie 
snealy expected from, or to wind wp, an Engineer® Report—par- 
‘eulary if such should refer to operations proposed though any new 
(Gd scienialy unknown) country, asthe route Have Just had the 
honour io exsmiae—I shall we my Best endeavours to comply with the 
tak 

"As the great objet of Internal Improvement through any country, 
{so afford the means of cheap and expeditious transport forthe f= 
soures there, nd to afford the opportunity of connecting the most 
Sisant points of fetlisy and scenes of industry snd enerrve with 
their rerpctve mars, follows thatthe shortest and moet sealable 
{ote for sich an object must be the sine-qusnon-datr open which 19 
‘art—and which, with a doe regard o the loca intrest at the same 
time through which such «line of communication may past fr the 
evelopment ofthe eevources of weallh ad ener, in ich every 
fection shounds, have been the regulating prineipes inthe slestiont 
fads and which I fiter mel wil be found onequalled in any oer, 
In geographical pein of view, vz the affording a thorough communi- 
‘ation forthe produce of the Western countries bordering on Lakes 
‘Simcoe, Huron snd Michigan —parteully Misi, Indiana, Michi 
{nd Hon Tecroris, and partly Obio—all ring rapid nt the 
fist scale of commercial importance, in their rch productions, now 
pouring down the rapids of Detroit and St. Cl, fom and across those 
fromense ined sae into Lakes Ere and Ontario, and by the fated 
‘pevulaton of the Ene Canal which wat at fist, and for lng, on 
Slered fo beso himecial an undertang: bat now demanding rom 
the consequent development of those frie regions, inresed dite 
‘soos, however, sje fo the inconvenience of sich very hazard 
fous cgcurnavigtion a single ance a the map of the Province end 
‘joining Stats will demonstrate, and which every season afore fresh 








lastances ofthe melancholy occurrences, ia the many shipwrecks and 
Joss of fo and propety in consequence, must poiat out a an ulterior 
objet to be gained thatthe de of the Western trade, at least great 
proportion thereof, would mturaly id its way by te ser, mone expe 
‘ious and cain rout, the Georgian Bay, and from theace down 
‘trough te now proposed line of communication, by Lake Simcoe, the 
swaes ofthe Newcastle Dist, abd the Bay of Quit, thereby sang, 
1 already obverved, not only the very perilous crcunavigaion of 
Tas Huron, Erie and Ontario, but sbsluely shortening the route the 
lnconosvable distance of 261 nes, 

“Having wached the Bay of Quint at the confux of the splendid 
River Treat, so very sunceptbie of improvement, ak shown by the de- 
tailed Report Ind the honovr to address to your Exclleny in 1853, 
the trast fom thence to our ora mar becomes 2 mater of eae and 
safety, eter by th St. Lawrence orby the present aaleble and eet 
suviguton ofthe Rideau and Ouawa Casas, pow inactive operation, 
ld, for oor neighbour, aforting an opportunity of trast snd com 
nication with New York market through the Upper Gap to Oxweno— 
ft which point the Ere Canal touches in its couse—bot as the St. 
Leaweence and Riseu' mast be allowed to be the natura oat for 
Upper Canada, the proposed improvements, at a matter of course, 
‘shoud be contemplated in conection with thee oats, particularly the 
Tost prctable and avaiable for poner porpoes of commerce, 
though when the gun improvements onthe St Lawrence ae com 
pleted se must stand unrivalled inthe annals of ntraal maviton fn 
point of magnitude of construction —and which, of course, i intended 
{o draw the Wester trade in that canoe, which the intended impeove- 
‘ment from the Bay of Quinte to Lake Haron must insure 

"To the local advantages whic, from the extent of country traversed, 
may with propriety be caled national, it would almost be presumptuous 
tose lint and in which T conceive am borne out inthe retrospective 
‘hance ofthe apd sides now making towards seulement and develop- 
Iment—I may sy, fom the Bay of Quite to Lake Haron, unr the 
‘most untoward and inconvenient circumstances » young county could 
expect to progress—landocked with the wort of roads, where such 
fxs, and equally so, with the present stat ofthe ster snd lakes ix 
thee several insurmountable apis, to any dsclpan of eat bat the 
{rape bark canoe, snd that only in doscending—the improvement of 
‘which Inter would unquestionably unfold the resources ina rato T 
Shoal beat Toss to name, was sch an outlet afrded 

"To agiultue, the great stand-by of any country, 1 would ad the 
nmense increase inthe artele oflamber, of all descriptions, now ca 
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ried on to avery limited extent (by few of those enterprising, handy 
‘ecaltrs, with which the country so copiously abounds) particularly 
In the aricle of staves, for which abundance of the Gast oak exits, 
Ubfodched and waisted but by the Indian —allording, with an outlet, 
“oli scope for indvidal enterprise trowghout the whole line of 
‘Sorimvnication, o say nothing ofthe rst importance in pont of sete- 
Ineat of those fine Dist, bordering on and adjacent to the several 
ftemive lakes, and which have of Ite drawa the atleetion of weal 
nd enterprise to thi shoes. 

(Of the Benefit tobe derived fom the opening ofthe Trent above, it 
may te conceived rupesivous to agin eer, having been discussed in 
tny foomer report on that rivet and is contbtariss—and would but 
Trey apa fefer tothe importance of having an oulet for tbe wares 
ofthe Marmora Tron Works, so much required ia & new country, 26d 
thick may be vowed ia poldcl or ational, ab well at commercial 
Tih 

‘To sum up these cursory observations I would meet call your Excel 
Jency'sateation to the diferent Townships though which the eom- 
onion is intended to passin is couse tough the Home and 
‘Midland Distt, in number no les than nineteen, immediately order- 
Ing onthe water ofthe communications, besides bringing ito play a 
‘any more, with al their aricultural and commercial rsoorees, with 
thas respective already populous settlements, as sulfceat garastee, 
Independent of the great through commoncaion objet, Which a8 & 
tater of couse, must postvely inure an ample retur othe Province 
ofthe outlay requiredreally of secondary consideration tothe object, 
{o be guned and to the Home Government inthe ready settement of 
‘hose vast tats of fine lands throughout the Province, now inaccessible, 
fm mle return for any interest which the Mother County might be 
induced to take in sach x atonal undertaking were only withthe 
Tinted view of eahancing the value of Crowa Lands, but parcalaty, 
{should sy in rendering fully aval the great outlays othe aw 
tnd Rideau Canals, of which the contemplated commeicaion may 
fw be sald to be 8 continuation 

T would further eniark-and peraps it may be presumptuous in me 
so doing, bat I fel asf Towed it sa duty to the and of ty adoption, 
2 well a within the sphere of my insructions—that it we intend 
Inlnain or commercial portance in the seale of maton, and pre 
“ve fr aurselves am independent post of ete forthe Canada, tome- 
thing must be done and that imedtly, to secre sachs and nothing, 
itis blvd, wil tend so much towards such m dele objet, at an 
carly commencement ofthis Internal werk, which not oly docs more 





immediatly interest al Upper Canada in promoting, by any means, 
and at all hazards, but not less interest is Lower Canada—bich 
Sould consider the case as intimately and more immediatly con 
nected With her existence, asthe out not only forall our exports, Bt 
{64 natural recprocating consequence, the impos into these Provinces. 
‘On tis subject our enterprising eighbous on the other side are wide 
sake, aod who make no hestation in their diferent repos and re- 
marks on their further proposed communication, ‘which have of at 
engaged tee atenon-—and about some of which they s2em in p00 
‘arest 1 mae frequent sllsion othe entemporry val ol hit 
projected lines to market—"The back waters ofthe Neate Dist 
land the River Trent.” Showing disney the importance they attach to 
‘teh a diet ne from the ar west—asUkely to atipae, put in 
‘excction, their best exertions; bul unless we be more active fa the 
“aur than we have hitherto shew any disposition toby I fee we shall 
‘be amicpated by tei wellknown prompt and energetic mesures, and 
‘hot thre mater facies of communication may lay dormant, sd the 
Sarounding county and resourees with itand thatthe year now ene 
Sung wil go far to decide the question, Ubalve, i generally admited 
‘on all ands, “whether we give up the cream of ou esurces, the Caey= 
“ing Trade, to a fregn power, thereby rendering all our immense 
‘expenditure, as well asthe bonus of the Mother County, more an 
sy than a enett tothe Province.” 
T would farther tema, for your Excleney’s information, that whist 
con the importance of the most prompt and ence measures beng 
‘re to open up the grand itera communistion, 0 neatly and ste 
Iatly connected with the wal interests of these Provinces, that se 
uch of the Intrinsic imprtane i the opening wp sch a commni= 
‘ation, having so many ral competitors, however-o-much in embryo, 
‘wil dopend upon an ery commencement (a am eareestof the iene 
tions of the Provinil Government) and expeditious execution, forthe 
reasons I have endesvoured to ania, snd which might be multiplied 
‘beyond the ints of this report the expediency of sdoping each mea- 
sures and system in execution, a Would as early as possible secure the 
revlts contemplated, and on which subject T would beg t refer your 
Exelleney fo the inera report Thad the honor of sublting some 
months ago, (30th September) sugzestag the expediency, for reasons 
therein aesiged, of m the fst pace, construcing with sil expeion 
“ch works slong the whole line of commniation, 36 might at the 
Siallest expense (as per estimate of respestive sections which T have 
Sil along purposely Kept detached) open up the greatest extent of nie 
ton, or in other word, the Teast expensive secon slong the lie, 











such at on the River Trent—the dan only at Widow Hars—tbe 
‘pertions at Chisboln's rapids—the dam above Healey’ fl, and 
Socks 8¢ Asphode Bridge or Crook’ rapide—shereby opening up the 
‘avigation from Widow Harts (9 miles above the Bay of Ouite) 10 
Perey Landing, 24 miles, and agai from Heeley's Fal to Pettbor, 
bythe construction af the small dam and look of 3 fet it at Wha 
‘api Balls mile below Peerbra, and apuin on the present secon 
{zom Peerboro' to Lake Sincoe, or more propery fom Rice Lake to 
{Lake Simcoe by the constriction ofthe dam at Diskborn rape, sth 
‘dent walaain Chemong Lake at or abou hgh water mark—y the 
tener at Hobcaygesn, Cameron's Fall, and Balsam Rapids to Balsam 
Pormage, wih the proposed works on and at the mouth of the Talbot 
RRiver—leaving the intermediate more expensive, bat short sections, 
from the mouth ofthe Trent to Widow Harri’, 9 mils; from Percy 
Landing to head of Heel’ Falls, 11 mies; again from Petebor t 
‘Chemong Lake, # les, in pace of 30 miles, ae per nvec and lakes as 
‘stot and aly, from Balsam Lake Portage to te basin onthe Talbot 
Riser—to be ralwayed inthe mon tne, for which ci rater rem 
hs, he whole of the ground of these intermediate sections affords the 
‘mot favorable opportunity for construction that can be imagined or 
‘ished for, any descent thats being inthe proper direction, and easy 
‘of formation 

‘Azan expdion only do I venture to suggest t your Excellency 
consideration, the adoption; a the same time Tam perfectly convinged 
‘hat the plan will meet with some lealopposion, in the apprehension 
‘ofits practical ulity, supersding probably the necessity of (or some 
Sere) caring the through water communication ito operation, which 
Youd beter ut forthe tansport of hesry ine; but which objection 
should be desous of removing, bythe consroction a the most fie 
cal fl, of sides, which cost comparatively Tite, and mach Deter 
‘it the purpose for heavy Tome, than Tockage; the intermediate rll 
toad system (without tanshipment) serving every purpose of the tans- 
port of staves dowa-—and the requisite utfitings for lumber establah- 
ment upwards—and fee a general curying wade, equally answering 
‘rey purpose, unt ts ierese should be such a 16 warrant he ating 
the whol in ful operation 

'By this mode af adoption, the communication would be thee years 
cari opened up than in waling forthe completion of the whole—an 
Immenessving i the Inerest of expendeare elected, such 28 would 
fo far towards the formation af such expedient and when the trade snd 
Trulli ofthe county should require, of when it might be found nese 
yt eatey he grand scbome into fect, Tam sabsbed, fom the er 








perience I ave had in condacting such heavy work: ia the itetie of 
new counzy, that the facies which such means of transport of 
Insterials de. would alloed, would compensate forthe execution, faking 
‘ri for the raw material and when might be deemed necessary (i 
rer) to remove them, partcaarly applicable tothe dala scctions; 
fn coniequence, his late argument Would not ber 0 strong upon the 
9 mile section of the Treat. 

‘With the view of doing away with the only, at asthe cit objection 
to the expdient system-—the den of frequent anshipmeat, T would 
‘propose that long and substantial steamer, of partcalar construction, 
ould regulady ply to and from, on the intermediate extensive water 
Communication, vz from Widow Hare’ to Pery Landing, 21 mes, 


‘rom Hees Fast Peterbor', about ‘35 mile 
From Chemong Lake to Balm Lake Portage rr 
From Tallot River to the Narows, or Kempen Bay, 

sr the case may be, n- 


[And to arranged at to adit ofthe tala of cars being transported at 
‘one, with their ondigs, direct either from Lake Huron or Lake 
Simcoe, athe caso may be, and which Tam sed can be done ia 
Such a way a to te practislywefu, and serve well he provet, and 
‘atl sch time ae may be deemed proper to put the Tockage system 
In exeation, the prospective wants ofthe couse; and for the purpose 
‘of enabling your Excellency to form an opinion on the meds of the 
plan, I anoex an approximate estimate of the opening up the whole 
{ou from the Bay of Quate to Lake Simcoe and Lake Huron, on the 
‘combined stem, by which t would appear the whole may be accom 
Dlshod forthe sam of £195,568 6s. 6d. currency, somewhat more 
than [formedyhazarded to yor Rxesllency in my ites report, abd 
‘may be completed in two and half years fom date of commencement. 

ising endesvoued to set Before your Excellency the advantages 
likely to are 1 thew Provinces and the Mother Country from the 
‘early opening vp of the communications now under review, i a con 
‘eri and politcal point of view, in so far at content with the 
Tinie of ths Report, should consider the tsk Bat alt performed, did 
Tot in some depres eter tthe incalculable facies which, in a mle 
‘ary pont of view, would, 28a natural consequence, follow the com 
pletion of soch = work a comacetig the Bey of Quine with Lake 
“Haoo, or in reality, the Alanc wih the far West—completing the 
chain of communication (so generously commenced and s0 far cone 
pleted and racially wef to the cobnty) from the Alani to 
‘Michigan an Saul St Marie, by th works of the Caron, Chute a 








‘loadeau, and Grenville Canals onthe Otawa River, and thence by the 
‘Rideau to Lake Ontario, an iteraalaavgation of immense extent, ay 
1214 mler—but by the present cecumnavigntion already refered to, 
1475—diterence 261 mils, in rounding the Upper Canada Peninsala 
bythe River and Lake St Clair, and by a lckage of apparety aly 
35 fat Saul St Male, carry the nuvgation ino Lake Supecae and 
regions beyond, at litle adiidonl expense thes admiting of the 
tasportof stores to the most distant portions ofthe Province, with the 
seats case, certainty, and expedition, and in which pont of view T 
‘would partially al Your Excellency’ ateaton othe combined system 
In point of despatch—baving not the smallest doubt but the pasa 
fom the Bay of Quinte to Penetangisine could be accomplisied, on 
the combined system, in 30 houry—ar evea less. 

Having thus compicted the result of the examination, tev, Ac. of 
the counzy between Rice Lake tad Lake Simone a i terms of Your 
Exeleny’s instructions, and in aecorance with the spit ofthe Ad- 
dress of the House of Assembly, of the important underaking with 
Shieh T have had the honour to be entrstd,—1 beg leave to submit 
‘he whole for your Exellncy’s information, trating that ¥ have flly 
complied with your Excellency’ intentions, and that if many instance 
Tay have exceeded my imi, that such has boen dictated fom sense 
fof the paricular predicament in which our comipon iteres seems 
Placed; demanding that some active menares be aopted (0 save ost 
best intrest from passing into oer bands, end diverting the Trade of 
the far West from its natural outlet, and which carsory view of the 
‘geaerl map will amply demonsteate. 


"have the honour fo remain, 








ABSTRACT ESTIMATE 


OF the Expense of electing 1 Communication from the Bay of Quinte 
to Lakes Simcoe and Huron, va. the Trent and Back Waters ofthe 
Neweasde Dstt, on the combined principle at refered to in the 
forepoing Report. 
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NHL BAIRD 
(Cvl Engineer, 
MICEL 
MEMORANDA OF LOCKAGE. 

One Lock at Whidaw’s Rapids 

Fhe do ft Peebor’, and to Lee's Mil-pond. 

Sk from Less to Hert. 

Ove do Hemi? Mil 

One 0 1m Young's do 

Taree do 1 Peninsla Falls 

One do at Chute (Deer Bay). 

One do St Bucthon epi 

One do a Bobenypean, 

Three do st Cameron Fal 

One do ft Balsam Rapids 

‘Twelve do {tom Balsam Lake to Lake Simcoe 


Tin all 36 Locks, besides 2 Guard Locks 341 f. 33/10 in. Lockage. 


INTERIM REPORT 
‘To His Excellency SIR JOHN COLBORNE, KCB, Ae, roggsing the 
‘xpediency of combined system of Commanistions fom te Bay of 
‘tite t Lake Huron, 
By N-H. BAIRD, Civil Eaincer 
30th Sept. 1835 


Cobourg, 30% Sept. 1835 
‘To COLONEL ROWAN, 

inl Secretary: 
s 





TA tis stage of the survey of the water communication from Rice 
Lake to Like Simcoe, in connexion with the River Treat improvements, 
sad looking forward tothe ultimate cod ia View, za communication 
between the Bay of Quinte and Lake Huron, I fel myst aed upon 
to lay before you, fr Hit Excallns’sinfrmation, the rest of ay 
[abours upto this time, ina condensed form, incase the result thereof 
right lead to ater arrangements which might be mare conveniently 
fated on sow than at a future period 

‘On runing the levels from the Otsnabee River at Peerboro’ tothe 
bead waters in Chemong and Figron Lakes, I found the difeence to 
be much greater than was anticipated i my Report on the Teen im 
provements, at alo the difeence of level to Lake Since, equally "0, 
Sed which, Yor perpiclty, 1 shall now enumerate inorder, Vi 





From Bay of Qulate to Rie Lake 365 8 0l8.0 pt, 
wr Rice Lake to Patrbor! 46 0 
_OrambeeRhcr to hed water leno Late 189 97 

Boheaygcoa Rapids 60 

Cuneron's Fall ~ 80 

‘Basan Rapids 247 

‘To Lake Simote,(dewensing) ms 53 

Making diference of levels fom the Rise Lake 
Take Simcoe wos 7 

Lake Simcoe to Lake Huron, assuming the Lake 
‘94 tot above the sea 0 0 0 


‘Total lockage from the Bay of Quinte to Lake Huron 823. 3 in. 7 ps 


Conceiving, trom the very great extent of locke, the sum unavld- 
iy neesary to accomplish sac, (onthe most economical princile) 
nd regarding the improvements now in progret and in aptaton 


everywhere, to command the commerce of the Western Testor, and 
“Ger i fom the natral one, (te Trent) i has oectred tome, and 
Tam strongly inprosed with the comvicton, that a species of commani- 
‘ton might be adopted, with advantage, between the Bay of Quinte 
tnd Lake Hore, to answer every parpose required in the meantime, 
With the advantage of increase of Speed to a considerable extent, and 
Mould propose for the expensive setons of the Trent and along. the 
Tine of communication to Lake Simcoe, to substitute Rall Roads, viz:— 


From the moth of the Treat to Widow Harti’ 9 miler 
From Perey Landing to summit of Hoel’ Fall, about . 11 
From Peterboro 19 Chemong snd Pigeon Laker c 

‘Aad tran Baleam Lake to Talbot Rivee By 
Or Lake Simcee, deet, 16s" 


Making ina, from the Bry of Quinte to Lake Simcoe, 41 mies of 
only Rall Road. 


‘The commniction to Lake Heron, from Kempenfeldt Bay, Tam 
‘otis pousersion of sufcent dts tony what proportion may be rae 
‘raed, but fom the locage being so heawy, Tam disposed to think 
the combined principle may be equally applicable oa tht section. 

"The whole expente of opening up diet communication from the 
ay of Quine to Lake Simeoe, onthe combined sytem, wil aot exced 
‘he sum of £195,565. 6. 6 and may be completed in thre years 

By coninuows lockage, £495.15. 9. 335d 

In the one cae the passage of goods from te Bay of Out to Lake 
‘Sino may be accomplished ith ease in twenty-four ours, wht by 
the her thre days woud be required. 

Tom the manner in whih the aangements can be ested, the 
wagons will pss directly, with thee loads, trom Lake Simcoe tthe 
[ay of Quint, and vice vera undisturbed, by steamers constacted for 
the purpose, to ply onthe intermediate waters. 

faving lid this cursory vew of he sbjet before you for His Excel= 
lency’s consideration, fling 8 daty T owe to the Connty, at well a 
la accordance withthe spit of the istuctions T have in command 
from His Excellency, I sall be glad to be informed whether His Ex 
‘llency would approve of the estimate of such a commanication being 
trade out olay before the Howe, in ation tothe lockage estimate, 
Ur whthc he ater should not be dispensed ith in the mesm ine 

Tit beg tobe understood in recommending the combined stem, 
that icant in any manner interfere with the through water commoni= 
ton in ny the han fo materay lesen the entinate, when eight 








tb carat ect in the coastruction of which saving nearly equal 
fo the expense of sch intermediate tall toads would be eleced 
“Awaiting His Exoelleney’s commands — 
T have the hovor 0 te, 
Si, 





‘Your most obedient Servant, 
NHL BAIRD, 
Col Engince. 


9, Visw oF Lazorexanr-Govenvon Six Jou CoLBORNE TO 
"run Tent Lakes, 1834 


{cebourg Siar, October 8, 1834] 


| fiend in Peterboro Is favored ws withthe following graphic 2c- 
‘count of His Exeslecy Sir Joa Cerne’ ae vist to hat Town and 
feighhorbood. We are much plesed to find Sir John has vised our 
bck lakes, she cannot fala beng impressed with the extraordinary 
vantage bey ofl tothe couney at lag 

"is Excellency Sir John Colborne, atended by two of his sons and 
his ais, Col Rown and Capt. Pipots, let Toronto onthe 10th inst 
fon a tour of the hack Townships and Lakes of the Newcastle Dstt 

11eh—Landing at Poet Hope on the evening of the same das, His 
EExeleney proceeded throgh Hope to. Graham's Inn," Catan and 
carly next morning through Monaghan to Peterboro, The remainder of 
‘he day was spent ia Wewing this rapidly increasing and fourching 
town and neighbor. The beauty ofthe situation elevated plas 
fon the banks ofthe Otonabee, studded with nat villas and moe sli 
‘Scena to the wealth ofa setement—mils and machinery—ded 
{othe acivty and enterprise which seemed to pervade the whole, ap- 
red to ford much gratileation to His Excallens. 

Tith—On Threday His Excslency and ste, sosompanied by the 
Hon, TA, Swart and Alexander MDonel, Es, Goverment Agent 
at Peteiboo, proceeded under the guidance ofthe later on the Tour 
f te Lakes. Alter inspecting the Indian Village at Chemoog Laks, 





ting arid into execution by Joha Hall, Es, late of Ptetor, wi 
induce seers to vist this hitherto holted part A ste dam i now 


Seige es 


beng constructed, on which will be rused a bridge connecting the 
‘Tounships of Harvey and Smith 

T3th—Retraing to the Tad Vilage, on the day following His 
Exceleny proceeded by way of Pigon Lake tothe rapide mt Bobeay- 
ron, and afer viewing the public works passed the might a the spi= 
fable dveling of Thomas Need, Eq, onthe shore of Surgson Lake. 
‘On the 4th te party proseded tough Sturgeon Lake, visting the 
setlements on its bank, fo Cameron Falls. 

‘With the romantic Beauty ofthe lage teat the Falls His Excel 
lency andthe whole party were much pleased. Iti scarcely too much 
ciate the not distant prod when scams i his respect wl daw 
‘many ry tourist othe spot OF he nara vantages ofthe siuaton 
is propretos, Messi. Jamieson and Wallace, are preparing fay 10 
all themselves, having now ia rapid course of execution extensive 
mill, x lage susan Buin fr a Hotel, 

‘Op the 15h His Exeslency proceeded throogh Cameron and Balsam 
Lakes to the Portage which leds from the later tothe Talbot rive 
owing into Lake Simcoe, and after examining the Portage as far as the 
“alot returned to the Fall 

‘We have the high gratification of noticing the dep impression which 
the exaraoedinary capes of this chan of waters, thet fine sooner, 
te extensive improvements on their shores and the favorable character 
fof the county appeared to make on Hs Excellency. We antipate the 
‘est result rom the visit with which our Dist has been favored, and 
‘the moreso fom the wnwesred and vigilant stennn of St Joh Cole 
tome to everthing which came under his notice, 

‘We understand from good authority that very extended plans, tending 
1p open the resources of this fine country. are under His Excelency’s 
‘consderation, and we again congratulate the Tnbabats that thir 
interests are in the hands of & Governor who permits no personal ean 
‘idertions of inconvenience or ftigye to interfere with hi anaioot 
sire to promote their welfare, 

‘6ib—From the Fals His Excdllency returned by way of Harvey, 
‘sing the far af R Madge, Fs, on Manetow Lake, where he pased 
the night and arcsed at Peteboro ‘onthe following dy. 

‘Tike party, under an escort of our yeomanry, cavalry, and 
many respectable pemlemen ofthe town and vit, 40k the route 
{rough the township of Otoabee to the Indian village om Rice Laks, 
‘where hey were salted with thre ounds from the fst ofthe Indians, 
Under the command of thee che, Pawtawche, His Excellency then weat 
fo board the steamboat for Bewdley, ffom where he proeeded, we 
nderstang, diet by Ian to Toronto 








10, Reronr oN PetmioN FoR 4 INLAND WATERWAY BC -THE 
Distnict ov NewenstLe 


[Appendix 12 tothe Journal of the Howse of Assembly of Upper 
‘canada, 1837) 


REPORT 


(Ff Select Commitee on Pettion of T. A. Stewart, and othe, 
‘ofthe Dist of Neweatle 


‘TO THE HONORABLE THE COMMONS HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY. 


‘Your Comite, o whom was refered the Peon of T. A. Stewart, 
and others, for cendeing navigable the iland waters of the Distt of 
"Newent, bep lave to Repor— 

“That your Commitee have no had it in thei power, rom the srt 
istnce at which some of the witeses reside, and the absence in 
Lower Canada of otters, 10 lay before your Honorable House the 
idence in deal upon the several fees and advantages which 
‘tol e likely to acer tothe Province in general and to the Dstct 
'f Newcastle in particular, from the rendering navigable the waters of 
the River Trent’ But they trast, that. from the ceamstance ofits 
having fr several years engaged the ateation of your Honorable Howse 
eos the Report ofthe Enginccr, Me. Baird~—trom the Reports of 
‘mo Select Commiteer—and from the general Enowidge which, thy 
presume, mos ofthe members of your Honorable Hoose mast have of 
‘he vast ret of god land, having this channel ony for communication 
with the markets for thir sup produce and lumber—such stfement 
Would be enielysuperduou. They fet however «duty which they 
‘owe to the county to lay before your Honorable Howse a plain stte~ 
‘ment of fats elite from Mr. Bir, the Eniner, and Mr./Myres and 
Me, Robertson, ME. Manahan and Mr. M'Denel ll getemen of the 
fst respectabty, well aequsinted with the Toca matters relating to 
this communication 

Ist, There are now thity seed Townships dependent oa this Une 
‘ot communication for egret market with thle produce 

“and, That im consequence of the expense necessary ‘acured ia 
taking their produce to market, it ir not worth exceeding one tal, on 
‘average, es mocha iis in the front Townships. 

3d, That several geaemen, of very considerable means, and some of 
large capital, (one of whom has expended, in the Township of Fenelon, 
40 miles above the Rice Lake, upwards of £10,000.) hve sted in 
‘hore rear Townbip, withthe al impression thatthe Trent would be 





rade navigable, and who, i tbe not immediately commenced, must 
standon i 

“th, That number of the new seers have, within the lst twelve 
‘montis 000 wo look for labor inthe United Stator 

St, That in comsyuence of t lnd eariage through new country, 
‘and bad rads, of 37 miles, tbe Marmora Iron Work, forthe preset, 
Inve been abandoned, and which, by opening the lower section ofthe 
‘Tent, wil be immediately putin operation and £200,000 worth of 
iron supplied anally win the Province, which snow reed ftom 
rod and it submited, tat the propriety of opening thee ection 
ofthe Trent if for no other purpose than to insure a spply of fon 
Within de Province forthe contemplated Raroads, wil Your Honor- 
{be House be to obvious to nced aay remarks from your Commitee 

‘6th, That forthe whole ditance between the Rice Lake and Lake 
Simooe, oth sides of te said commoniction, inloding many large 
‘contbutry steams, are almost s continued forest of whit ca, pine, 
snd ober valuable timber, never yet entered upon by lambecamen, and 
‘which mus ems locked up ual this object be accomplished. 

Your Commitee forbear entering into the numerous and cogent 
resonngs which might be brought ¢o bear upon this sbject in a 
politcal point of view, but they eanct, i juste to your Honorable 
Howe, conceal hele fears hat ia the event of the sete now riding 
sloog the whole contemplated route being led to belie, by any 
‘meatus which your Honorable House may adopts this time, that the 
‘work wich they have bitherto for several yeas looked pon ae certain 
fo be accomplished at no dstant period Is to be postonnd or 
handoed, the elect wil be not cay completly wo paralyze tee fare 
fexeron, sad. prevent accession 1 the population of capil fom 
rod, but wile the mesnr of actually competing them to seek 
‘nother county and foreign employment, in order to ameliorate their 
‘ondion. 

‘Sevens of the population ia the ew tonasips dependent 
pon, and ineesed ia the navigton of theve water, are emigrants 
‘who ave settled there within the ls een year, and the time hat now 
‘sived at which their consumption of British goods is increasing 103 
‘ey reat Segre, ey fr which, es well as forthe edvaton oftheir 
large and lncreasing fais, they ar of course depeadent wholly upon 
the produce of thet land, 

"Your Commitee beg leave, i further proot of the vast importance 
thatthe opening of this communication must be tothe inhabitants 
that secon ofthe country, to draw the attention of your Honorable 
House to the important fat, that out of a population, which, according 
othe oficial returns, amounted inthe year 1835 t0 30.248 sols in the 








[Noweasle Disc, 15,756 are dependent upon and deeply interested ia 
the opening ofthis communistion. The front part ot the townshipe 
bordering upon Lake Ontario only, containing population not exceed- 
ing 14489 souls, having a more comvesient aces to that lke 

"Your Commitee further beg leeve to tet the atetion of your 
Honorable House, in roof ofthe corecness oftheir opinion, that the 
tents of county sled, and sein, comiguows to those waters, are 
‘ot surpassed in Upper Canada forall howe raquister which costae 
1 deseable locaton fr new stirs, to the fats, that whit the Province 
‘as increased hee population from 107,980 to 346,163 inthe lst een 
yeas, Being litle more than 300 per cet, te Newcastle District in 
the same period has increased hers fom 6,180 to 30,248 sous, Being, 
neatly 500 per cent 

“Your Committe have documents and evidene fom R. C. Wilkins 
and Wala Roberson, Esqs, two genemen who have been many 
{years engaged inthe lumber ade along the waters, and mea of the 
‘ost omimpeschabe characte for itepiy, that if this wosk were now 
faked from the moth ofthe Treat othe Rice Lake, the limber lone 
hich as been tea down for several years, om an average, in defiance 
of ll rks and disadvantages, would ata moderate tll pay £8,000, 
forthe interest of £133,000 

‘Your Commit therfore fet 0 hesitation in coming to the con- 
cause, if hat data be corect, and of which they have no doa, that 
‘he imipediate increase ofthat trade, together with the produce from 
Peterhor’ and the surounding county, and the setemens extending 
from thence to the mouth ofthe Trent, distance of 95 miles, (0 say 
nothing ofthe produce from the Won woes, and the merchandie and 
‘ores which wl cen the ever, wil, a son athe channel shal be 
completed, pay the interest of 237,94 5s. 113 being the estinate 
forthe whale work from the Bay of Onin to Peer 

"Your Comite cannot forbear to diet the atention of your Honor. 
shle Hoos, the further important fat, hat the mouth ofthe River 
‘Trent is nom, by the cvealous route of the Bay of Quinte within ten 
hour” of Orwego and Rochester, in the State of New York, (and 
when th contemplated Canal, frm te head ofthat Bay to Presse, 
‘hal be completd, within six hours.) where sawed pine fember, such 
2 boards and planks, are from sisten to twenty dollars per thous 
‘et whl the ste lumber ean be delivered on board the veel at 
‘ny poi fom the soouth ofthe Trent to Petrborogh, a dstance of 
azar ene hundred miles, abounding all he way with water power and 
pine tnber, for one pound ve shilings per thousand fst This ie 
Inense source of wealth, can never be made tvalale ules by means 
ofthis work 





In shor, your Commits fel persuaded, that no public work hitherto 
‘undeaken in Upper Canada, blds oot a moe reasonable prospect of 
Suces, either ai eepards the immediate intrest and wealth of the 
‘people within tht Dist, oe that of te Provioe at lrse 

“Thay, therlore, espetally but earnestly recommend to your Honor 
sie Has, te adoption ofthe wor, frm the mouth of the Tre! to 
Peterborough, ninej-ive miles, estimated by the Engine, t0 cost 
{£237,694 Se. 11d, and alo the appropition of the sum of 
‘£4880, o compete the mavautin rom Chemong Lak, i and trough 
the setld Township of Sit, Eaniemor, Emily, Harvey, Verla, 
land Fensloo, to Cameron's Falls tiry-two miles onthe rote to Laks 
‘Simcoe, fourteen mils to Halls Mille im Harvey, and forty mies up © 
the Seugog Lake and River, running in and through the seed Town- 
‘hips of Op, Manvers,Carveaht, Reach, Brock, snd Mariposa. Thus, 
forthe lst mentioned sam of 4850,» navistion of eight-aix mies, 
[slid opea for seam boats. 

‘The total sum then of £242,544 2s 11144. wil be [oa omtinaoas 
steam boat savigtion forthe distance of one huaded and sity mies, 
‘commencing at tbe Head of the Bay of Quiato—with te sage ox 
‘xption of the Sevensmie Carrying Pace, tetween Peterborough and 
{Chemong Lake, over whic there ia pod read. 

"Your Commitee are aware, tnt i consequence ofthe vast sm of 
money already laid ut in public works, which have not yet beea com 
pleted, or made avalable to the Province, it might not be considered 
visable to rae the whole wut forthe fst yet, and they, therelore, 
With a view to obviate this objection, as far 36 seve of day to the 
county wil ast, ecommend that, for the year 1837, there be ranted 
{he sum of £16,089 8,04, forthe upper sections, as fllows:— 





From foot of Crooks Rapids t9 Rice Lake em 90 
River Otanabec & Whitelaw’ Rapids 4s 19 0 
Bobeaygean and Scupog 400 0 0 

21609 8 0 


And als the eximated sum forthe two lower section, bring £77,507 
4s, 4344, to be payable the one ball inthe year 1837, and the ote 
ol in te year 1838, 

All which i espectflly submited. 

H.RUTTAN, 

Commitee Room, ‘Chaieman 

Howe of Assembly, 

‘November 29, 1836, 


11, Revoxrs, TENDERS, aXD Lerruns conceRNose 
“re Trent Cat 
(2) nsronr oF cowntsiowtns, rT EMAL, 1839 
(Public Archives of Conaia, R.GI1, PAW. 5, Vol. 17) 
‘To His Exclleny Sie George Artur 
KCH. Lieutenant Governor of he 
Province of Upper Canada 
ke de fe 

The Commisiones for the inprovement of the navigation of the 
iver Toot, beg lave to report 

"That i the discharge of thee Stes daring the Inst year they have 
twct with dificult of a most serious and formidable chiacer and 
‘0c a5 they covesive they never should have expericnced—That i the 
‘Soniensement of the work under thie superintendence they wee 
‘ery euefl not to enter into any contract without being fll amare 
‘atthe amount necessary for such contact had been raised by De- 
entre and pa into the hands ofthe Resiver General forthe purpose 
ot the work. 

‘Your Commissioners however tepet to find tha the greater part of 
the money #0 rise for that expres object has been apropeatd tO 
‘ter purposes and cannot now he obtained to mee he ime of Con 
tmaciors on the worke Your Commisioners 1s they have formerly 
imide Enown to Your Excellency entered into contact with Mess 
‘arcay Co for that section ofthe work at Chisholat Rapids and with 
Mes” Francis & Hay for that atthe mouth of the Trent—The fst 
rmentioned Conrictor have always conducted their work moch tthe 
“sation ofthe Commissioners and have advanced very nest com 
pletion tut Your Commissioner: have been compelled in comequence 
ofthe difeuky of obsining money from time Yo tine to meet their 
nespements wih the contectors and at length on being informed by 
‘Your Exceleny tht no more money could be obtsned to sosint 
the Contactors that they mast make the work they had don secure 
land dcominue free operations as soon as possible. This of couse 
Was a dhappeitneat tthe contractors who now make a esi for 
mages and atcording to the Report of the Engineer may produce 
'n lime los to the Province of Upwards of £1500 Mest" Franc 
4 Hiny failed in thei contract snd abandoned their work bot Your 
‘Commissioners believe that i they ad been aesired that thelr money 
‘would be paid to them regulary as the work prosecded Mess" Francie 
{L Hay would at have abandoned the work and might have completed 
itYour Commisiners consider they have paid these Contractors the 
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Pate Archive of Come 
‘ACCOUNT FOR STONE DRAWN FROM DUMMER TO WHITLAS RAPIDS, 1558 


ful amount of work done altho! they do not think so, and Mess* Bar~ 
‘day Co have sso been nearly pai forthe woek doae. 

“The amount inthe hands ofthe Commision about £400 and 
wil searety be sifiint to enable them to pay off the balance dae 
Barclay & Co forthe work actly done and the contingencies to the 
Ist of February at which tine Your Commissioners have determined 
to dincharge the Enginer and Secretary unless means ean be obtained 
{o proceed wih the work Your Commisionrs have ad a most 
Ciplessant dy to peor in comequene of the circumstances hori 
‘ofre deta and regret tht their sevies which have been altogether 
‘rtutous should have fed to accomplish that good which the com 
‘pletion ofthe waxks la progress would have elected but which tbe want 
‘of Funds prevented—Your Commissioners have dieced the Faglacer 
Suployed to soperintend the works to make 2 parteular return and 
‘Sint ofthe work done and ofthe sums reqlsite to complete the 
CConracts as also a Statement ofthe probable loss to the public in cae 
‘works are abandoned; This wil probably occupy a few days and so 
con aH obtained it shall be tansmited to Your Excelecy 
‘Toronto 7 December 1839— 

(Gigned) ohm 8. Cartwright, 


*G.8, Bouton, 
Charles “Anderson 
"-AeMeDonet: 


(2) TeNEn oF m RLETCHER! AND THOMAS HARPER 
(Wable Archives of Canad, Tent Canal, R.G. 11, PAW. 5, Vol 18] 


‘The undersigned Barnabes Bleicher of the Township of Hope and 
Thomas Harper of the Town of Peerbor hereby contct wih The 
onble Zacheus Buraham on behalf of the Comissones for the 
Improvement of the Inland Wates of the Neweaste Distiet to draw 
the Stone rire forthe Works at White's Rapids from Dummer 
‘ustsy on the ndermentoned teens—namely — 


[A Sloe under Twenty ve Se pose 
feet Cube Measurement— paws 
Fer ee fot 
oe sling 


All Stone ato shout Twenty ve 


leet Ind thre pence 
ee Ds eubie fot 


‘ls hr apes wa npc Behe over — 





the sid Stone to be deposited in such plats at or nest the Works at 
‘Whi's Rapids es may be dreted by the peson in Charge there — 
and they (he Conyactors, fuer agiee to draw the said Sone and 
diver ton ot before the Yen day of March 1841 the Weather per 
mitiog— 

[And forter tf ngreed thatthe sid Contactors, if they require I, 
‘hall be paid Eighty per Centon such portion of the Work they exe 
fue, at the cad of Bach Month from this dae and the balance on 
Compleson ofthe Contact 


Exeeuted at Cobourg | 


this Twenty fourth day Zacheus Burnham, 
of December 1840" B. Blecher 

In presence of Thor Harper 
Charles Green ) 


(©) watt 9OWEN To THI HONOURABLE J. 8. HARRISON 
Wublic Archives of Canada, RG. 11, PWV. 5, Vol 19] 


Frankford 226 Apel 1843, 
Sie 

"have to aequnint you for the information of His Exeeleny the 
Governor Genera that» most Vielen outrage was lately commited oo 
the person of Me Noble Bary, while at Chisain’s rapids, one of the 
portions of the River Trent, now under Improvement, and tat other 
‘Violence both 10 perons and property have teen commited at the 
same place —In consequence of the information which T recived T 
Issued» warrant agaist two pesons implicated in the dsgracefal and 
otous proceedings and entrusted the exgeation of ito two Constables 
the Constble have returned and declared thie inability to execute 
‘the warrant; and farther that on applying tothe person in charge of the 
‘works, he declared his wilingness thatthe persons should be given op 
but that ifthe Constables atempted an atest It would he one which 
‘ight endanger hee ves, and that if tele lives were saved i would be 
the rnk of his own ~The Constables have since been informed tht 
amy’ of eight men armed followed them from the rps with Violent 
Intentions against the; fortonately the Constables eressed the sver on 
‘hele return instead of Keeping the road, which probably saved them 
from Violence if any was intended agaist them—at the sme time with 
the wartnt I eased sone persons residing atthe rapide and Keown 


10 CONTRACTORS, 


SEALED TENDERS will be reecived at the Office of Mr. 
‘Thomas McGrath, Superintendant of the ‘Prent Worky, (Bre: 
Beate else a oly, he oh erage nt 
the mupply of the Material forthe andermentioned Works 


HEELEY FALLS DAM. 


cavy Cobble or Rabble-Stone, about 
vPineand about 6.000 cubic et ot 
Wine Osi 


"Thc stone to be Fxslarly conde, and 

in theinterim from now unl the Bat of next 

‘cour, from ime to time, a supply uch gu 
fred in coustruction”of the ork 
























oe 
Teese mies 


For Harris Rapids Dam. 


From 1,200 to 1,500 Cords Stone, about 
ihe ae, a swt 18,600 cae fet Wie Oak ss. 
red 








‘or named ofthe material for Meely Diam, 


‘For Lock Gates, 


AP CHISHOLMS RAPIDS, 
About 2000 cubic fert White Oak, of the best deveri 





Airey fore of Gantt dimensions to” be specie the 
Geeited Reel Ce tered before tae ot aya eat 
Starch 

‘The Renders wo to bn for kaw than 50 cord stone, oF 2,000 
sc egg 6 road fog te 

tendant. rent Works w pect he peice in MC 

rl htone end per thts et of Lumber, of the il 
tind and to pertictlorizeforthat work 
Soe amee 
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Frankfort, 18th Jan, 1843, 
ae Arcs of Conte 
[ADVERTISEMENT FOR TENDERS, TRENT CANAL, 1863 


Committ to be summoned to give their textinony—They have not 
yetimae their appearance, and one ofthe Constables bas informed me, 
thatthe pares expressed pecect willingness to give thee testimony 
‘but decared that they were aad oth of thei les and property 
to be copnizant ofthe asault on M® Barry and the Violence allereards 
Should it be Known that they had any intention of binging the ev 
oer to justco— 

1 fecl cone that His Exclleney will mot Consent that such an 
infraction of the law shouldbe commited with impunity, and tht te 
‘ul euhores of the Country shoul thus be set at deitce Not only 
tue the fenders in the present instance allowed to escape, but offences 
‘ofa more aggravated ature bath against property abd fe will be 
‘tempted sf the La is not enforcad—In the mean tine gest die 
Satisfaction and discontent prevails that soc atrecies shoud be com 
ited andthe oflendees protected from the Civil Authodtes by mea 
‘employed on the public works ofthe County but who would seem to 
be banded tpsher and armed fr the support ofthe disorderly and the 
<ecomfiure ofthe legal Authorities, A the case is Completely of 
‘ovel mature and as the force ncesby to brig the ofendes to Justice 
1 greater tan any Ihave at my Command, T have to request the astit- 
tance of the Executive Government, and alo that His Excellency the 
‘Governor General il be pleased to give me such farther instructions 
for my puiance at he may conser the exigencies of this peculiar 
(Case 1 Fogle 

have to fequest you wil Convey to His Excellency my humble 
‘opinion thats the outrage at present Compained of be not promptly 
Pnisbed, and stop in the Gt lstanee pt 1 such Violence tha the 
‘Consequences wil e most serous; atthe feling inthe Country every 
touch sae the perpetrators of this outages and if the law Is not 
food strong enough to Carb such Vielence, I dead tat recourse wil 
be Bad to ater and les sasfactory means to obtain rede — 


have the honor t be 





se 
‘Your Most obedient humble Servant 
Wiliam Bowen 
“The Hon— 
"TB. Haron 
Seeretary 


‘Canada West 


(@) saves enuren 10 4. a mvoLy, 1845 
[Pubic Archives of Canada, RG. 11, PW. 5, Vol 19) 


Board of Works. 
e ‘Moneal 26° Apail 1845 


In reference to M" Wilsons Jeter of the 14% Inst. 1 beg leave 16 
seport 

“That im my opaion i is desirable that Mr Wilson should make im 
mediate preparations for commencing the slides at Buckhora Dam and 
Burgh Chote, by building shanties, and geting oot timber for the 
workin the mean time however he shocld make arrangements for 
Duldiag the pier which he intended placing atthe fot ofthe Middle 
Tals ideo the Eat side of the River forthe purpose of throwing 
ore water over the Shosl—ao to prepare 2 boon and exby for it 
to rest agin, to extend from the head of Ranneys falls tide tothe 
‘opposite banks of the ver, and booms to protect the Seymour Bridge 
‘om ijury. These ae to be eady for placing whea the water is low 
enoogh to adit of i. 

Tagsce wih M¢ Wison ast the propity af Booms being kept up by 
the Board atthe fot of Crow Bay and at Percy Landing even should 
{tte necrsny to char for so dong, for hitherto the expease of Keep- 
ing up 4 Boom atthe later place has fallen chlely upon ope of (0 
init, and other tomberer have been benefited a tne expense. 
Tam in opes, tht afer thin ear, these hoome mill not be require, 
the lds wil be so much improved, that cribs may run down all of 
them witout breaking. 

appears ot uiestonable dst some allowance beyond the yeaty 
pend st be mad to the persons in carpe at Cooks and Chisholm 
Raps 

“There ae some other works inthe vicinity which, T conceive might 
tbe undertaken at once by Me. Wikon— 

1" Building the Bridge at Crooks Rapids wih a swing Bridge over 
the Lock, 

"2A Boom st Whitas Lack 

‘The tenders obtained by Mé Lyons for these works, exceed his 
‘timate, and are at frm partes who can be depended pen, 

3" Bridge st Buckhorn Dam. 

‘There are tender foe this work, ss than Mf Lyons Estimate, but 
for fear the giving a Contact Might interfere with the Works af the 
‘Slide, and at the repairs to the Dam, 1 am incined to recommend that 
the whole be done by Mr Wilson, 


Ifthe BY approves of thee suggestions I can prepare plans and ia- 
stevtons rach a8 wil enable M" Wison to go on forth, 
have the bone tobe 


‘se 
‘Your ob! Ser" 
Someel Keefer 
EBW 
TA Bey 
Ps, 


T enclose the tenders refered to, together with MF Lyons reports 
on the same, SK, 


(2) SesuEL eenren ro TA mEoLy, 1846 
[ube Archives of Canada, RO. 11, PW. 5, Vol 193 


Board of Works 
‘Montres 13% Jansary 1846 
a 

The Ses and other improvements upon the Rivee Treat designed 
to factte the running down of lumber, having ben fly completed 
Toa fal only remains that proper ropuntons for using them be 
‘opted before sping, as without the enforcement of such there wil be 
to pouty of maltaiing the works again the fmegularies that 
tril follow. I the nber isnot rated ia Crow Bey sod sent down in 
Cribs fom thence throwgh the slides, but allowed to pass down Ia 
Single pieces beyond all qoeion the Booms willbe dertroyed. and 
the sides rendered wes. 

“To Insure the proper working of th slides, I propo that M® Wison 
be further inseucted wo contact a retaining boom atthe fot of Crow 
Bay the cont of hich will be about £2250, and that the penton Ia 
charge of the slides be instructed by the proper authority to allow no 
timber to pass out ofthat Boom except in Cribs propery rated for 
unng the shies. 





1 have the honour t Be 


‘se 
‘Your very ob! Serv 
samuel Kesler 

"Eau" BY Works 


“Thomas A. Bey Ex 
‘Sa Be Works 


PS, Since wong the foregoing, Ihave seen the report of Me. Davis a 
thick he recommends another boom being thrown eros the Rive at 
‘he Mowth ofthe Trent to insure also collection of the She dus. This 
T suppose would cost about £50, but Before T would recommend the 
expenditure, I tink it desirable to obuin from MF Davis his opinion 
Sr the expediency of collecting the dus at Chisholns Side the lst 
‘ne onthe River, and 20 sve the expense of making apd msiatiaing 
1 Second Boom. 
Inthe rest of his suggestions, 1 flly concur 
8. Kesler 


(f) Unrtex oF "4 nevonen” cuanarna VANDALISM 
[Pubic Archives of Canade, RG. 11, PAW. 5, Vol 17] 


River Trent— 
To the Hab" 24 Fanuary 1889 
‘Malcom Cameron. 
Comminoner of Publi Works 
Si, 

Permit me to ly bare you a tomporary inspection which T have 
Iutely made onthe lock and Sides ofthe River Treat Navigation, Com 
fencing a the Dam at W" Harries which spears to be Shamefuly 
‘eget thos who now Saperntnd, and more particulsly Cisel- 
ts rapid, Hee the lock is tipped of ts Chains and the iron Clamps. 
‘nd lead tken out fom the Coping ofthe lek and carted of, and if 
ot coon repaired Mist inevitably 20 to decay, la the next place the 
{ack owe and its oot buldngs ae in a sate of Delapdstion having 
the windows broken & Also the Carts and barrows left there have 
all nearly disappeared, as 10 the Slide it equaly in 2 State of rin, 
the Stop logs ofthe Sides cutout last fall are not heeded the person in 
hargs being dronk whenever he has sn opportunity of doing so and 
the Superintendent M° Rayney i tsally unit for his Situation 

1 shal aot at preseat got ino a general detail of the Rive Trent 
2 itis all attended toto the disgrace of those in Authority, and how 
long the Country wil have to bear this i a tale et to be tld under 
the late administration things were beter stended to, but now when 
the Country expetefstice Jone to them by not nepacing ths brane 
‘of inprovereat which cost them sch am enomoas Samt—WHY not 
Sppoint = proper praca! Superintendent A person Capable of Con 
‘doctng the resis of sides and Badges and Locks & Also doing al 
‘he Duty required e Side Master, Its 0 more than Work for one 





‘Competent Man, The Trent Bridge alo requires a tiendly hand a the 
‘butmeats are falling and ought to be immediatly repaired while the 
see & good 
1 have the Honor to seman 
Your obt Servt 
‘A Reformer 


(2) 201 Laxotox 10 TE conisioNER OF PUBLIC Wom 
[ube Archives of Canada, Trent Canal, R.O. 11, PAW. 5, Vol 19] 


se Fenelon Fat Nov. 28 1850 


(On the 1" of October last 1 made an aplication on bebalf ofthe 
‘county of Peterborough, thatthe sale of the Puble works in this 
‘county, aversd fr that day, might te postponed, in order to ford 
tie for obtaining information as to the nature ofthe property to be 
fold-My request was complied with, but T have sil been unable 0 
Seernin what it that the Government propo to sell—Me Hall 
Srbom you fist referred me for information exprested himself unabe 
to gve any a to the nature ofthe property, & only a ecalecton of 
conversation a to the terms proposed, upon which he requested ws 
‘otto rely; Mr Benson, the Cisirman of the Comite of tbe Couns 
‘on County proper, wrote 10 you at my request on Sept 24 with 
particulars of the information wanted, to which eter no reply has been 
fectved; & when T was in Toronto myself in October I wss unable 0 
fet any explanation at your office ia consequence of your sbsence— 
[As itis imposible thatthe Count Coun ean make any ofr ia total 
Ignorance of what they ae to ofr for, Lm compelled to apply # Yo 
‘in for information — 

(1) Tn your note to me of Sept $ you meation the leks, dams & 
swater power at Whitty, Bobcaygeon, Buckhorn & Lindy’ & patice- 
Tany erect my ateton tothe wateepower—The printed adverisement 
however only mentions water power st Whi & does not mention 
‘Bobcaygeon a all—Are all he four works for sale, & is there water 
power a al or any except Whida's? 

2) What (dsetbed) quantity of land adjoining the works wil the 
Goverment convey to the purchases at each op any of thee paces? 

(G) ‘Where the works & th land conveyed with them are surrounded 
by private property wil the government convey a toed to the por 
chaser! 





(4) In the case of Bobcaygeon, Lindsay & Buckhorn, where private 
ails are alicedy ia operation, i any water power i sad, It 8 Yer) 
fssenial that the ight of water conveyed to the parchavee By the 
‘Government shold be rity Sened— 

1S) At Bobcaygeon, where thee are islands in th dam, wil these 
be caaveyed aso? 

(6) At We same place the present Mil proprietor draws his water 
fiom the cansl—May be open a ew fume out of the canal a his 
pleasere:& would the Goverment sere fo the parcasers any power 
to conrel the consumption of water, o iatserence wit the work? 
“Tis would appear tobe esata even tno wer power included 

(C7) Under what limitations 28 19 tally would the purchaser be 
ound? 

‘8)_ Whit spuation as to repr will the Government inst upon? 
The govemment mast be avare tht at Bobesygson real is eqelvalent 
to reconsracton & thatthe works at Whidas & Lindsay have never 
teem ised 

(©) Would the purchaser be authored to contrast sides where 
sequired & to charge tls thereon? 

(10) What are the terms of payment propsed? 

Isom of te above queries 'have assumed Ut ohee water powers 
‘han that st Whilas are proposed to beso thoagh from the provio 
in tho schedule atthe end of 9 Vitoria C.37 I presume that not to be 
the case; but Tam obliged to make the distinct engulry a the inhabi- 
fant in the neighbourhood of Lindsay are exceedaaly anxious to 
bina wate power tere, Which they belive essential 1 dhe posper- 
iy of dhe vile — 

[As its understood that atleast evo private companies, besides the 
Council are proposing to purchase pat of the works, it sugested 
thatthe Government sboud fix an upset price & dpose of the works 
by auction ashes been done ia other instances 

‘Testing to roclve an early reply, which, T may lay before the 
‘Council at approaching session 

have the nono tbe 
"Your obedient servant 


John Langton 
‘Warden County Peterborough 





"To the Honourable 
“The Chit Commissioner of Public Works 


(1) sanees cononise 40 He WoNoURARLE 
able Archiver of Canada, RG. 11, PIV. 3, Vol 19] 


‘Trenton, 27% Apel 1857 





“To the HonbitF. Lemieu. 
(Chie Comm? Board of Works 
"Toronto 

si 

By an order im Counll of Febuary 18S all the Sides and Dams, 
twit by the Government, om the River Trent, was handed over 10 the 
Ianagement and Soperintndance of Messr Henry Fowl, Eljah W. 
‘Meyers, Chases Petry, Donald Campbsll, Charles Townsend and the 
write, who Being at tht tine all eee in Lumber soming down 
the River Tren undertook the management of those Work, for the 
‘general good of all concemed. Up to last summer, our Authority i 
Protecting these Works ffom intentional and-unatentna, njory and 
to if necessary, force the Collecting of side dues, was not disputed by 

‘Dring ast Summer, ou Manapr of the Sides allowed few partie 
to pass their Timber, taking their promise to pay. which pats, now 
Felted say we cannot collect from them. Two or thee pares daring 
Tax summer, doe intetional ad unstetomal injury to the Works: 
(One was a M? Ciey, bo cut a hole through one of the Dams, whe 
resulted in an oxy, in repay, this spring of about £300. Our 
Superntendant was instrcted fo, and dd call on MF Casey forbidding 
bin, at the me of cating the Dam, and has sine fequeniy, asked 
tim, t repair the damape, or pay for repairing, Casey persed in 
‘tng throw the Dam and has refed to make good the damage, 
Seting the Commissioners at defiance. 

‘Dutiag the past Winter, a M* Harnden hes bit « Dam across the 
iver, poste to ewo af the most important Slides, which now eases 
the water over out Dam and Sides, rendering thom unmanageable, 
fand threstens to cary away the whole Works and in any care ma 
{erally injore then. 

‘We ate ot aware that we are invested with any asthoity whatever, 
that gives us the power to act Lepally inthe protetion of thee Works, 
for in forcing the Collection of Toll, intended to be called foe the 
Duposer of Keeping the Ses Dame &s. in repair and in working 
‘onder, 

"And we sk now, that you wl pleas gve ws the necessary Authority, 
citer to ae in the name and under Authority of the Board ot Works, 


‘rin some eiciont way, such a is reuied generally and in wach a 1 
have referred to 
have the honor to be 
‘Your mast Ob Ser! 


James Cumming 


12, Cuamis For Duetoss, TRENT Cava 
(2) srarauent oF Loss ay sans cuNnevcHA, 1843 
(Public Archives of Canada, RG. 11, PAV, 5, Vol 17) 


Witiamstown March 8, 1843, 


Being regueed by W" Cotngham Ex of Emily to sate my candid 
pinion, relive tothe damages which might be sustained by myself 
‘bd her individuals in the Ever of vasng the water at hs Mil, two 
{ect i inches above what twas orgy, ri at preseat—I do there= 
{ore give it as my honest convition, tht the loss which I would thereby 
sustain, would be fisly the preventing the bulding of Mis, on Tot 
‘of land ovaed by me in the Towaship of Ops, upoa which Tot can 
be proved by many individuals, there & at prowent an excelent Ml 
‘he, which lone estimated tobe wort the sum of £250,—Seconly 
considerable portion of said lot of land, which would not be foed 
by the eousruction ofa dam on that lot, would be Dooded and become 
‘eles by raking the water to the above eight at Emly Miles 
Tand woul be wort sbout £25, 

“Agni the damages, which mist certainly accroe to other setters ia 
‘tat section of Ops would be considerable And as tothe damages ae- 
‘racing to those in Emily Tam not prepared to give any opinion—gven 
der my han ths Bday of March as above 

James Cunningham 
(copy) 

James Canninghum of Eaily (School Master) maketh oath and 
saith thatthe above statements are tue, andthe opinions as there fa 
Expressed are thowe which he sincerely entertaine 


James Cunningham 
Swom before me at Exaly 
this 8 day of March 1843, 

ILHLIP, 


Rieter meee 
Ye Tamale the baie 
oe marrm rare 


1 (ilu ty, 


Sab [ orenp ceca iy rh 
per ai eh 
Seco llaiee. POO 


eal feprus lite tad orade 
gprs 
ee Mfeptenetath 








abe Ars of Conde 


() sunvre oF wxecunve counen, 1845 
Wublie Archives of Conada, Trent Canal, RG. 11, PW. 5, Vol. 19) 
EXTRACT ffom a Report of Commisee of 
‘he Honorable the Exective Coun, 
dated 31 December 1845 
approved by Hs Excellency he Ad 
ministre of tho Government, in 
Counc, on the same day 
(On te Repor of the Bourd of Works, dated 13 December Instant, 
recommending that an allowsnee be made to John Whit who Bas 
‘een dialed from earning = lvelyhood in consequence ot 8 serene 
seident whie on duty asthe Boards foreman of Works at Ranney 
Fals— 
“The Commits cannot advise Your Excellency to comply withthe 
secommeadation af the Board of Work, 
‘Catied 
1 Parent 
To 
‘The Board of Works 


(©) reremox or im wow ofan 
Pubic Archives of Conada, Trent Cana, RG. 11, PAW. 8, Vol. 19) 

‘The Humbe Potion of the Widow O'Hare Humbly Sheweth 

“That her husband Petr O'Hare was killed in June last by an secident 
hile bling rock at Chishoims Repids station of the ver Trent 
Improvements then as now going on under the superintendance of Mt 
Thor MGrath, who she hopes wil bear estinony to the good conde 
af her late husband whie employed onthe works by him, a peice 
Tasso doubt M” Bird wil ako do, who har known hm to foo this 
Profesion of Miner for the Is eighteen or twenty Yea, sd to which 
he a Ist unhappy fl aici. 

‘Pettioner beg a poor distressed woman advanced in Years with no 
‘ther dependence for her future support than the aesistnce of God 
With that of the humane and chariable. She confidently hopes and 
Irumblysapotites, tha the Honoarabe Gentlemen who Compose the 
Board of Works willbe gracionly pleased to take her—Pettoner's 
‘most deel case into thet serious Consideration, that tho the Benin 
dalberatoas of tat Honourable body, pttioner may be saved from 
‘want and destin to which she has hitherto been s stranger thro 
the indefatigable exertion of er late hucband, And petitioner aia 
uty bound wil ever pray 





(@) comPLatsr oF WILLUME WELLER re WaETLA'SDA4t, 1847 
Wublic Archives of Canada, RG. 11, PW. 5, Vol 18) 


(Cobourg March 8® 1887 
Deus Sie 
have jst arived from Peteroro, and I find thatthe water is 
‘sing to be so high atthe, Lock, that wl be ery danger going down 
in the lock with the Steamers it always has heen dangerous, although 
Tost year Wwe go tough without mech damage, i there was em ote 
set of inber put on part of the dam if would help very ust Tf 
the board of Works are not disposed to do it Iwill do with your 
‘ermisio, asthe agent forthe board of works at Pterboro dont like 
to do i or let me witout authority. 1 am afraid i not done, I 
Shall un the dam. or run aginst the pater and break them up, ati is 
swe have to go into the Locke with fll Stam am imiiate rep wil 
noch 
Obige 
‘Your Obt 
‘Servant 
‘W. Welle! 
‘We Robertson Esq, 
‘Montel 


(2) cane oF J. napaz row Baxtoes 
(Public Archives of Canada, RO. 11, PWV. 5, Vol 17) 


‘The undersigned being one of the ft seers inthe Township of 
Seymour ad bolding the offices of Town Clerk Surveyor, Asesot, & 
Collector, almost from theft setting ofthe Tow nthe Tow 
ships iafaney when we were without either gist or sammall we applied 
to the Hoab! RC. Wilkins Through BB. Ranney the Leases of Lot 8 


conth bles ne Operator he Royal Ma Line at sages betes asao 
sine Srna 2 are 
Dei er ts omen rere 
ere Greene skew 

vant ere teats cares ge aaa 
Es See ieare ie ery ae meen air 
Be pal eae tia en ate 
Cas eo 











snd 9 in the 5% Conen of Seymour belonging to M’ Wilkins to erect 
ils forthe use ofthe Towaship which he very generously consented 
to at avery consderble expence. I was atthe time the Mis was in 
‘operation im the abit of geting my’ whet floured then to My Sai 
{action and alo boards from the saw mil and an tele tat up t he 
time thatthe Board of Works Commenced Making the ies the High 
Fal’ onthe sald M' Wilkins Property both Mil’ were not oaly kept 
in good order and wll altended ut the setters considered that they 
were under u great obligation to the Hoab! R.C. Wiis for so great 
4 boom confered on them: I con abo say that I cogrider the Mil 
‘rvage ene don away with and as Ihave had ome experience 
ofthe valve of Mile similar stations Tam of of opinion chat he 
‘Soult have rented thm for atleast Two Hundred & Shty Pounds pet 
Sonus Mr Wilkins has aso sustained very heavy losses oa his property 
‘ith the People employed by the Board af Works ung his Fenes at 
fre wood lesving the Farm’ an open Common and aso Cutting 2nd 
‘rjng of his best and most valeble Timbers the whole wae done 
‘ith s0 Much impunity that t appeared to Me that Me Wikis had no 
Conl ower them to puta stop to iT Should Consider the Fara to 
have been worth a least Thisty Pounds per Annum & the balance of 
“Timbers taken off his lands Fie Hundred Pounds I had alo almost 
forgot fo sy that the Board of Works pulled down his Saw Mil tart 
‘one Hundred Pounds given under My hand at Seymour this 15 Feby 
19 ota Raine 
[New Coste), Personally appeared tefore me Sam Hunphrye one of 
District | Her Majesty Junice of the Peace jn and forthe Sid 
District John Rainie Esq" and being Sworn deposeth 
land sith tht the above statement ie true—Swora 
before meat Seymour 10" Feby 1849 
‘Samuel Humphries 1. Jolin Rainie 
PS Since wting the above Ihave seen an Estimate made by Whelan 
Healey LP. Morphy & C. Bullocks Esguies and from the Knowledge 
have of the Propery I know and Consider tht tee Estimate 
resconable snd fat. J. Raine 





(P Gronot 0. WALL CLARKS BASINCES AF aUCKHONS, 1852 
[Pubic Archives of Canado, RG. 11, PW. 5, Vol 20) 
“To Hs Excellency The Right Honorable James, tl of Elgin & Kine 
‘inline ke de, Governor General of Bish North Americ, 
“The Memorial of George Barker Hall, ofthe Town af Petstborouh, 
respectly shee: 


“That inthe year 1836 the Commissioners for improving the avi- 
tation ofthe Inland Waters ofthe Newearle Dist, took possesion 
ofthe Dam st he Buctho Rapids and ase the same to such height 
{8 was nocenary for their purrs 

“That he sid Dam (withoot the Waterpomer,) was, by Act of Parln- 
sweat, Vesod ia the Board of Works 

"That eter the Commissioner or the Board of Works ever paid 
snything forthe Dam s0 take, of forthe sie dams and other works 
‘hich had Yo Be Bu m consequence ofthe fang ofthe Main Dam, 

"That your memorialist considering thatthe Dams (as a Government 
work) would be preserved and maintsined in repaid sot press for 
‘he compensation to which be was esis 

"That the sind Dam aiser the waters of Buckhorn, Chemoog and 
Pigeon Lakes ona shore of over 100 mies, And is indispensible to the 
favigation ofthe Lakes. 

"That nthe month of May or Jone Inst the Gates and a large pir in 
the si Das, with about 60 fot of the Goverament Bridge over the 
sane, were destroyed by a party of lumbermen.* 

"That unless immediate ep axe taken to repair the said Dare he 
water wl be drsine from the sid Lake, and the health ofthe Tahabi- 
tune of the surrounding Coun seriou lected 

“That in view of the setement ofthe County north of the County of 
Peterborough, the Bridge whic hasbeen partially destose, i of ret 
Imporsnce at onthe direct route to the interior And within ten 
mils ofthe ensurveyed lads. 

‘That ato the damage which has been done wil cause the stoppage 
‘ot your Memoriists Mis, Yet as the Das and Bridge are th property 
‘tthe Government he has no immediate remedy, And cannot bia 
ny redees except by a dificult form of action In the Queens Bench 
fsgsinst persons who are or may be wortles. 

"Your Memorialst therefore pays that, both on public and private 
round, the Dam and Beige may be repaired s soon as posible. And 
{at as lumbering f about to be cared oo extmivly la that pat of 
the Country ts for the rake of example Your Excellency wil xine the 
‘aries leading inthis case to be prosecuted and punsed. 

“And Your Memos & 
‘Geo B. Hall 
34 August 1852 





cmon Boye 
aero ofthe toensip of Hare. speraing a tory Paes Roe wml 


(2) PETITION oF GEORGE . HALL FOR CANAL RERAMRS AF BUCEORN 
(abc Archives of Conada, RG. 11, PW. 5, Vol 20) 


Ms Excllency Sir Edmund Walker Head, Baroet, Goseraor Geaeral 
of Bish North America, be Be Be 

‘The memarial of Geodge Basket Hal, of the Towa and County of 
Peterborowph, humbly sheweth 

"That about 18 years ago the Government of Canada ordered the 
crscton ofa Dam and Beige across the Buckhorn Rapids between the 
Commie of Harvey and Sait 

"That the Bridge was but upon and over the Dam, and thatthe 
‘9 form one work 

“rat lat yen, 29 mch ofthe Dam ad Bridge as had been cared 
‘say (about one third) was repaired by te commissioners ofthe Board 
of Works. 

‘That the remainder ofthe Bdge, (owing to the decay of the tim 
tr) i extremely unsafe, and te coming ie pecalisey dango a 
the unrepaired portion ofthe Bridge is immediately over the worst part 
ofthe Raps. 

‘That the travel over the Bridge is comparatively lars, it being the 
‘only means (the St on Buckhors Lake being unelable) of apres and 
‘ures for tome hundreds of Lumber with tee teams and supplies, 

“That in view of the contemplatl setlement of the Townships of 
Harvey and Bareigh and the tree townships now being rorvese, i 
Brie & not only ioportant but abeoltelyindapensble ait isthe 
‘only place of communication for ty miles, and is the connecting link 
ferween the exiting sod proposed Road tothe New setdenents 


ros te 
Eine "thch srt ho soa tacenee te hem, They spe rer haan 
Ee otter g Bog game aac © ne 








‘That your memoria, if requisite, could obtain the signatures of « 
‘ousand peitioners praying for tbe repair of this Bridge, bt, Your 
‘memorials considers unnecessry; being stised that upon the mater 
teing brought othe noice of Your Excelncy it wil ceive soch stew: 
tion as to Your Exelleny it may seem to deserve 

"That the Contrstor with the Board of Works, being pon the spot 
the repairs could now be made mich more eeonomialy than ay 
future tine. Your Memoriaist therefore pays tht the subject may 
recite Your Excllenes favourable consideration 

"And be 

108 February 1857 Geo, B, Hall 





13, Tae Tamer Cast Ar THE CovPEDERAMION OF 
"we PROVINCES, 1867 


[Gener Report of te Commisioner of Pubic Works forthe Year 
Ending 30th June, 1867, pp. 70-79, 


(@) savin raer ano NeweastLs pisruct 


‘The pablle Wosks on the River Teen, and on the ialand wate of 
‘the Neweasle District, const of certain locks and dams designed 0 
Jmprove the navigation ofthese waters; and of sides, dams, and booms 
‘made to feito the descent of timber 

In cade tines it was thought that ine of navigation might with 
vantage be opened between Lake Ontario and Lake Huron by ans 
fof the River Trent and the rvers and lakes of the Newcastle District, 
fo as to afford necommodaton tothe Joel trafic and shorten the die 
tance by water between Laks Ontato andthe far West 

"The Teet iss large river which dshargs lato the Bay of Quinté 
a pot shout 67 miles above Kington; and in pusig fom Lake 
Oniaro to Lake Haron by this proposed route a veel would ascend 
the River Trent Rice Lake, the Otombee River, Cleat Lake, Buekom 
Lake, Chemong Lake, Pigton Lake, Stargeon Lake, Cameron's Lake, 
snd Babsm Lake, which the sumint and has an elevation of 589) 
feet above Lake Ontario; ence descending 1181, by a Casal and the 
‘Talbot River, to Lake Simcoe, tnd 124% by the River Sever, it 
‘would enter the Georgian Bay (Lake Haro), 243% feet below the 
Summit level of Lake Bakssm. Thos the total rie and fall between 
Takes Ontario and Huron by this rote would be 83255 fet. 

"Ths lie of navigition, Hever completed, would be extremely 
voted, forthe actual dotanee in a staph lne from the mouth of 
the Trent on Lake Ontario t the moth ofthe Sever on Lake Haron 








{is 112 miles, while by following the proposed line the distance tobe ran 
by bouts would be 235 mies. 

‘Bu though the course through these inland waters be so crooked it. 
neal tendency is acvertbeles in a diet ine dean fom te foot of 
{ake Ontario to he point of juncture ofthe great upper lakes, Haron, 
‘Michigan, and Sopedioe. 

“Ths 2 boat gong from Kingston, atthe fot of Lake Ontario, othe 
waits of Mackinaw (the point of junction of the three upper inks), 
trouldtavene a distance of 785 mules it flowed the line troup 
Take Ontro, Wellsnd Canal, Lakes Ese, Se. Clsice, std Huron; 
‘wl if in going to the sme point followed the Trent and Neweastle 
line, Georgian Bay, and Lake Haron it would only pss over a itance 
‘of 567 niles. (See Diagram No. VI.) 

‘The improvement ofa portion of the main line, extending fom the 
roth ofthe River Treat to Lake Surgeon on the proposed fous, was 
‘Somimenced some 3ears ago; a also the improvement of branch Line 
from Lake Sturgeon to Lake Seupoe, 

“The following Tele wil show the relative poston ofthe navigable 
and wnavigable portions ofthe Rivers and Lakes extending from the 
mouth ofthe River Tren othe head of Lake Seugog. The distances ae 
teasued onthe plans prepared by Me. Baird in 1835 and 1836 
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In 1827, on a petition from Me. Stewart and others relative to the 
aviation ofthe waters of the Newcarle Ditrc, a Commitee of the 
Lower House ofthe Legiature of Upper Canada reported that i was 
‘exceedingly desiable and inporant that those waters which constitute 
the chain of Inkes and vers wich run in a southeasterly direction 
fiom the viknity of Lake Simcoe, and which empty into the Bay of 
‘Quits ty the River Trem, shoold be examined and surveyed by com- 
tent persons witha vw to ascertain how fr hey might be rendered 
‘avigabe, snd the peobable expense attcoding the same 


Nothing, however, appears to ave been done before Feb, 1833, 
‘when a Bil was passed appointing Commisioners to receive plans and 
{o execute the works necessary tothe improvenent of the ila waters 
fof the Newcastle Distt, commencing atthe mouth of the Otonabee 
River which charges into Rice Lake and extending to Lake Scugoe: 
land the Commissioners were auhorized to raise a loan of £2,000 
{$8,000 forthe purpose. 

‘This Commision obtained a design fr a short canal at Bobsaygean, 
ith a wooden lock It as commenced in 1833 and completed in 1835. 
The length of he Canal was 973 fest, andthe lock was 119% fet long 
by 28 fet broad, with 434 fet water on the sly at low water and 
71 feet at hgh water. 

“This lock permitted veels navigating Lakes Cheong, Buckhorn, 
snd Pigeon, which are onthe sme level, to ascend into Sturgeon Lake, 
snd thence up the Scupog Rivera far 3b Lindsay. 

Te alo appears thatthe Commisoners essed a slight clearing of 
the River Otombee, below Peterborough 

"Notwitistinding this commencement of de works by the Commis- 
sioner i sexms to have been well understood athe tine that the small 
‘wooden lock this executed wat only 4 temporary expedient and that 
‘works on a much lage seal with stone leks and on v comprehensive 
‘lan, extending from Lake Ontario to Lake Haron, wil be ltimatly 
Tnderaken, for we Hd that in 1833, the Liutenam-Governor was 
pleased ofastuct Me. N. H. Bald to take a survey of te seton ex: 
fending fom the mouth of the Trea! to ice Laks, and to erinate the 
cost of rendering these waters navigable for vests drawing five feet, 
the locks tobe 134 fet long by 33 fet broad. 

‘Me. Baird reported, in November of the same yea (1833), tht the 
ixance frm the mouth of the Test to the foot of Rie Lake was 61 
tiles, and thatthe obsrveons 10 navigation were as fllows:— 

1st, At the ninesmile Rapids, 

2nd, At Chisbeln's, 

Sed At succession of Rapids and Falls between Perey Landing and 
(Crow Bay, a datance of 1235 mies, 

“th, At Heelys Fall, 

St, At Crooks’ Rapids 

He proposed to overcome the Nine-mile Rapids by 13 locks, the 
‘Chios by 1 Tock, the 1234 mies of Rapids and Fas by 14 locks, 
euy’s Falls by 8 locks, and Crooks’ Rapids by 1 look —forming 3 
total of 37 lock, with 18 dams and 4% miles of side cuts, 8c, the lok 
to eof sone; abd the etinted cot ofthe whole works was £233,447 
6 114g ($933,789.39%4). 


“The survey of the second section of he line was only commenced in 
195; whea, in compliance with an Addiess from the House of AS- 
sembly dated Apel 160), 1835, His Exclleny, Si Joba Colborne, 
Sppoined Mr. Bird "Yo examine the most elipble route for 8 Catal 
‘between Rie Lake and Lake Simcoe. 

‘ME. Baird didnot recommend the cuting of @ Canal throughout the 
whole distance, bathe advised the formation of Canal of 13% males 
In Tegth forthe Talbot River section, and for the remainder of the 
tine he advcated the damming ofthe rivers, so as to establish a s0e- 
csslon of sll water reaches comected by means of locks (@ plan at 
‘he ime succesally cari out onthe Rideau). 

Leaving Rice Lake he proposed lo sicend the Otonabee, Cleat Lake, 
-Buckhor Lake, Chemong Lake, Pigeon Laks, Sturgeon Lake, Cameron 
Lie, and Balsam Lake—hich isthe summit; thence to descend ito 
Lake Siooe by means of « Canal and about 23, miles of the River 
Talos. 

He found that the distance from Rice Lake to Lake Simcoe wae 
100% miles; and his Report divided the works ino fie sections, a5 
{otlows:— 
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For futher ets rexpecting the Profile of the Inland Water Com 
‘munication proposed by N. H Baird fom Rice Lake to Lake Simeoe, 
rod thence to Lake Haron—see Append No. 15, at page 129. 

‘The total length of Canal quired on thee Ove subdivisions was 
out 17 mie, 

(Me. Baird propored stone locks, 134 x 38, with 5 fest of water on 
thesis, and ‘estimated the cost of the whole at £262,067 T6s. 44. 
atifax currency ($1,048,27127). 

"wl thus be cen that Mr Bali's etinate for line of navigntion 
ftom the mouh of the Teat to Lake Simcoe, with stone locks 136 feet 
long by 33 fet broad and 5 fet of water on thesis, wa a follows: — 





For the divisions extending fom the mouth of sw 
the Trento Rice Lake £233,447 6. 11)46, (933,789 39%). 
For the vison extending from Rice Lake 10 

Tate Simcoe £262,067 16s. 4d, (1,048,271 27). 








‘Totat £496 SIS 35. 3Ha, ($1,982,000 66%), 
1 wat resalved thatthe works should be commenced forthwith; and 
to feta the working ofthe deals they wee put ino wo disions 
It, The River Tren 
2nd. The inland or back waters ofthe Neweate District. 
‘The at division comprised all the works from the mouth of the 
‘Trent to Heel’ Fal 
"The second extnded fom Healy's Fall, onthe River Tre o Lake 


Seu. 

Tn 1836 an Act of Parliament was passed, authorized a Joan of 
£16000 ($64,000), to be applied to the contraction of works on 
the inland or back waters and in 1837 oan of £77,507 11s. 416d. 
($810,03027) was authorized, to be appropriated wo the River Teeat 
tworks, In 1839 8 farther loan of £3,000 ($12,000) was authorized, 
to be applied to the inland division; thus fring, withthe £16,000 
($68,000) prevouly authorized, «sum of 219,000 (76000) forthe 
Inland or back water secon 

“Two Board of Commisiners were appointed by the Governor 
cove foreach division, as provided by the Acts snd, under the auspices 
ff these Commissioners, the works were commenced in 1837 with Me. 
Baird a Eagince 

"The works of the Trent division were commenced nea the mouth of 
the Tren at Myer’ sland, and at Chisholn's Rapids. At Myers Island 
they consid of one dam and one lock; and at Chishaln’s Rapids of 
‘oe dam and one short canal mth 8 singe lock. 

"The engncer in charge ofthe works informed the Commissioners 
thatthe Tock at Chisbolav’s could not be sed without a dam at the 
hea ofthe Nie-mile Rapis o retain the waters i the reach between 
[ine-mile Rapids and Chishln's. The mater was consdered, and it 
‘wat decide to portone the comtestion of this dam until ate the 
‘ompletion of the lek at Chisoln's 

"The dams at Myers Island and at Cisbln's wore to be of wood, 
andthe lock of ut stone 134 3 et, and with $ fet of water om he 
‘il, 

‘On the commencement af the wodks, a 1837, the Reeiver Geneea 
laid aide the sum of £28,000 sig. ($136,266.66), which had been 


provided by the sale of Debentures, to be applied to the works on the 
River Treat division, 

"Te vale of the wos unde contract, with the proposed dam a he 
tal ofthe Nie-mile Rapids together with contingencies, engineering 
xpemes, dc, id not amount to more than 25,000 ($100,000) 

"Te funds provided mere therefore sufeient, bat it sppears that in 
1838 and 1839, daring 4 stringency i the money market, the sums 
Which were to have been paid to the Commissioners were applied to 
‘ther prposs; and moreover, tht upto the ead ofthe year 1841, when 
‘he Commisioners gave up ‘hele charge, the tual amount that had 
‘eon placed in thet hands forthe works wat only £20,938 Os. 34, 
Hralax ey. ($83,740.05), as shown by 2 Reto to an Address of 
‘he Hou, dated 18h December, 1844, 

"The want of funds was a soutce of enbarrasiment to the Commis- 
loners, and eaty in 1839 the contractors surpeeded operations. 

"At the date of the Union of the Provinces of Upper and Lower 
‘canada the woks at Myer’ Island, whieh had then been abandoned for 
ome tine, consted of two coer dams, excavation of folly stone 
prepared for lock, tinber for lock gates, anda permanent dam between 
the land and the main shore. The dam at th head of the Nine-mile 
apie (Widow Haris) had not Been commenced 

'At Chisoln's Rape the dam wa fished atthe time ofthe union 
‘ofthe Provinces wile the sie, which was to be 100 fet in Tenth, 
tras ony about half Gaished. The lock, however, was far advanced t= 
‘rons completion, snd about two-thirds of the sock excovaton were 
made 

‘On the inland or back water division the works had been commenced 
by the Comimlsionrs cary in the spring of 1837. The works under 
taken were 4 fllows:— 


At Heys Fall 1 dam 

rook Raps 1 do. and tock 

» Was 1 Go, and 1 do, 

* Buckhoo Enlargement of dam. 

* Bobeaypean ‘Pew dam, and repairs to 
‘ld Tock 


1 Purdy's Mil (now Lindsay) .....1 dam and 1 lock 


“The dams were to be of wood Sled with stone; the locks at Crooks 
sd Whi’ to be of stone, andthe dam at Purdys mils of wood. All 
the new locks were to be 134 3 fet wih feet of water om the sls, 
ss onthe lower divisions 

“Tender mere received forthe execution of the work, wla the ap- 


ropriations that had been made; bot ther progres up to the period 
ofthe Union ofthe Provinces (1841) was slow, apd often iterrupid 
‘togetier, owing. it appears, to the limited advances made by the 
Receiver Genera othe Commissioner 

"At the date of the Union the coodion of the works on this dvon 
was a followss— 

‘At Heelys Fah: tinber hal been provided, but no pat ofthe dam 
wae commenced 

"AE Crooks’ Rapids: the lock was meaty completed the channels lead 
ing to the lock, above and below, had to be excavate, but the dam had 
been completed at ealy ab 1838, 

‘At Wills” Rapids the site ofthe lock had been pany excavated by 
‘contractor who abandoned the work in 1838, and party by men hired 
bythe day by the Commissioners. Stone forte lock and inber for the 
dim had ben delved onthe ground, part of the stone being cut; bat 
no works of contraction ad been commenced. 

"At Buckhorn: the old dam, which had ben contract bya private 
Indlidal forming purposes, had been raed suiceay to give Sve 
{eet of water ote lls of the locks at Bobeaygeaa before the autumn 
of 1840. At Bobeaygean the old lock had been thoroughly repaired and 
{he dam reconstracted pio othe aun of 1539, 

"At Purdy’ Mills (now the Town of Lindsay): the ste of the Tock 
tad been ply excavated, coer dans made ound the lock exervaton, 
lumber for the dam and lock prepared and delivered on the ground, 
land the lock party framed, Ths had al btn done in the yeas 1837 
Sind 1838, In 1839 the works were ahandaned by the contrite 

"The toal expenditure previous tothe Unio, in February, 1841, on 
te two divisions, anely—the River Trent and the Inland snd Back- 
water, was £44,398 ($177,592), acording to a Return made to the 
Legislative Assembly on the 270 Jy 1847. 

'At the period ofthe Union ofthe Provines thet works were placed 
under the contol of the Board of Works and in a Memoranda to Hi 
rceleny the Governor General, dated August 12h, 1841, the Chi 
rman ofthe Board eported that the intetion of the orginal sane of 
this line of mignon was to etal through line of communication 
tthich would accommodate the through trade betmeen the Western 
Sate andthe Seaboard, and ska the Toe trafic of the Counties Ht 
teaver. As throogh ine he maintained that i coud mot be soccess- 
fo owing to the peat lockage fequzed and the limited daft of water 
ofthe verse which old be ose on thi out 

[As an scsommedation tothe focal tai he sated thatthe route, 
heough is greater pat, was extremely circuitous; assigning as an eX 





ample that a farmer or merchant sete atthe bead af Rice Lake could, 
by pasting ver 12 of 14 les of oud, each the harbors of Port Hope 
and Cobourg on Lake Ontario; whereas by following the Treat be would 
Ihave to pass. over a stance of 80 miles before he reached that Ine, 

He abo stated thatthe probable cost of the wocks, when completed, 
‘would be from £800,000 ($3,200,000) to £900,000 ($3,600,000), 
nd advised tht the scheme of forming the through ine should be 
‘handoaed, and, in eu thereof, thatthe locks which had Been com 
‘enced should be fished, and ‘hat sides to faclitate the desceat of 
timber should be made, 

"AD appropriation of £50,000 ($200,000) was asked from the 
House, to be appli to these works. 

His Excalency having approved ofthese suggestions, te following 
‘works were suthorid, and have slace boon executed: 


[NINEMILE RAPIDS 
[At the head ofthese Rapid tone dam was erected in 1844 


CHISHOL'S RAPIDS 
“The unisied lock and side were complet and ready for we in 
eas 
PERCY LANDING 
Pers and booms were constructed and placed at his station i 1844; 
‘tit haviag been found that the expense of malntiing this station 
vrs foo retin proportion tothe epost coafered, the works Were 
lowed to decay. The piers were cari away by foods and have ot 
‘ince own replaod: a part of te hoom war removed and ted else- 
Where, and aBother part hasbeen lost 
RANNEY'S FALLS 
At his station a dam was builtin 1844; and slide one thousand four 
‘bund and niney-two fet in length was completed in 1845. Neces- 
‘iy guide booms were so provided 
‘CAMPBELLFORD 
Guide booms were plced here in 1844. A bridge was built inthe 
same yesn, and he been placed under the cond af the Township 
‘Counc of Seymour, 
FIDDLER'S ISLAND 


A cross dam of some 12 feet in eight, and 2 wing dam, were built 
ee in 1848, 


MIDDLE FALLS 
Fur dams and two sides were bait here in 1868 


ROW BAY 


[A the fot ofthis Baya retaining boom of some 2,600 fst in Ingth 
is maitine, 


HEELY'S FALLS 
‘A dam and two sides wore placed here in 1844 


‘CROOKS’ RAPIDS 

‘As steady sated, the Commisioner of the Inland waters had eom- 
peed the dam at this station in 1838, and had advanced fat towards 
ompleting the Jock and cama 

"The Board of Works complied the lock and canal in 1844 

In 1845 a ide for tnber was contracted, and Bridge of 85 fot 
in engh was made over the river below the dam, with swing beige 
‘over the lek. This bridge is now under te contol ofthe Counts ot 
[Nerhumberland and Peerboroush 


WHITLAS’ RAPIDS 
‘The lock, dam, and canal commenced by the Inland Water Com- 
smisionrs were finshed In 184, 
LITTLE LAKE 
“Thee piers and one boom were placid herein 1652 





PETERBOROUGH BRIDGE 


‘This bvidge is imroduced here merely to show, st one glance, all 
the works in connection wid these waters, I was but in 1847. 


BUCKHORN RAPIDS 

1 as been already sated that the Inland Water: Commision had 
builta dam this station previous to the Union, bride on bents was 
bull fa 1848, and sebul in 1857. A side with reo fot draught of 
ster, with Booms, were made for this ston ia 1857, and adatom 
ooms in 1865, 


BOBCAYGEAN 

eas been stated thatthe Inland Waters Commision had before the 
Union buit a dam and 2 wooden Jock at this stain. Ia 1887 the 
‘wooden lock was replaced by one of sone, and in TRSR two sides wer 
bull and s basin and two milraces excavate, 


"TRANSPORTATION: THE TRENT CANAL = 
‘Three sacons of bedges were bait over branches of the river 
opposite the Tock in 1845, and have sine (as befor stated) been 


‘laced in charge of tbe local Township Municipalities. A swing beige 
Connecting with tis Une of bridges was placed over the lock in 1858. 





LINDSAY (FORMERLY PURDY'S MILLS) 

‘The wooden look, commenced by the Inland Commission, wis 
completed in 1844, the lock was conve into aside in 1859, and a 
‘ride, coostng of three spans on cat stone abutments and pes, was 
opencd in 1864. 


In obedience to a roquest made bythe Legislature the Chie Engincer 
‘of ths Deparment, seting under the orders of the Commisoner of 
Pubic Works, caused an examination of the River Treat to be made 
tetween the Buy of Quimi and Rice Lake. 

nb Report (22ad Apri, 1646) he reviewed the plan proposed by 
Me: Band in 1833, of building dams acrosthe iver a various pits 
is mos apd sections, so as form it int a sete of sl water reaches 
Ithich were to be connected by means of locks 

He objected to ths scheme tat dams would always interfere, more 
oles with the pastage of timber that they were not darble, and 
sree oo lable to be damaged by loods; he sopgested in eu thereot 
{he forming of thee sections of canal the fist extndig from near the 
Imouth of the Tent to the head ofthe Ninemile Rapids; the second 
{tom Pecy’s Landing to the fot of Crow Bay; andthe hid fom Com 
‘ay to the ead of Heelys Falls 

"These three Canals, ia connection with the locks at Chisholn's and 
‘cro’ Reps which were then completed, would have opeaed le 
‘of navigstion from the Bay of Quaté to Pterboro andthe Otonabes, 

He ested tit the entire length of Canal required in the three sections 
proposed was about 18%, miles, and that 29 locks were necesay. 

He ako sted that before a fiat opinion could be given further 
surveys were necisiry, and that the probable cost of de works (if 
texocated om the wale tdoped forthe leks at Chisholn's and Crook's 
Rapids) would be aboot £400,000 Halifax currency (31,600,000). 

“Tn 1858 the Commissioner of Public Works reported tat the cost 
of maintaining the slides, booms, and other works connected wih the 
‘descent of inber on the Trea was much pester than the revenue they 
‘produced; he recommended that the said works shoud be placed in 
‘hare of « Commitee or Company’ of peron intrested inthe Imber 
feade onthe Trt, who had fered to asume their managemeat. Tp 


cordance with this recommendation the works connsstd with nie 
‘ion, such as Tock, lock-bouss, de, remained under tbo direst 
‘sont of the Departtent of Publ Works, while the works connect 
il the descent of timber at Chih’ Rapids, Ranney’ all, Middle 
Fill, Heels Fal, and Crooks’ Rapids were handed ove to the cae 
ofthe Company. 

‘The Company undertook to Koop the sides, &. in working order, 
‘but were ot held to new thee won worm on. They were authorized 
to levy ols on tinber descending the ree. At Chisho’s and. at 
{Crols' Rapids the facilites for bvnging dowa. Unter were 8ot ine 
ceased by tie Government works; tals were therfore ot levied at 
‘itber of thee sation. But at Raney’ Falls, Midale Fle nd Heelys 
Falls the works had been constrocted expressly forthe safe descent of 
timber, and therefore tls were collected at each af thse stations 

‘Previous fo December, 1866, the fate of toll was one dle por crib 
for ea ofthe 3 slides; but othe 8th December, 1866, am Order ia 
(Council was passed fixing the rte of tls payable at each of the the 
stations jst tamed at ope cent foreach log of 13 fet ia nat, and 
proportionate sum on pices of greater length; and for each crib of 
ouie timber oe dol 

“The expenditure by the Department on these improvements since 
the Union in 1841 upto the 30th of Jane, 1867, as shown in Appendix 
[No.1 at page 3 $492,486.31. Appendix No 16, at page 130, shows 
the expenditure the sides bythe “Treat Sides Company” from the 
“pting of 1855 to It Tsnuary, 1867 

nthe public accounts the amount charged agaist the “improvements 
ofthe Treat i $888,50620 

For the expenditure on these works before and sine the Union, 
{tom Government snd oter fund, see Appendix No, 70, st page 486, 
507 to 509, and 814 10 16, 

"The total cost of construction on these wots sac thei commence 
‘meat up the 300 Jan, 1867, as sown by Appendix No. 70, amounts 
to $610,078.31, subdivided a follows, vet 








(On Canals, e, poe to the Union. $ 92,449.33 
Sle dey" 85,142.67 $177,592.00 
(On Canals, Ae) singe the Union... 216,921.98, 
Slide, de, 22834705 
Ro, TT 30145440 
Bridge, 7 16,762.38 492,486.31 





Total seroo78 st 
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[Genera Report of the Commissioners of Pubic Works forthe 
‘Year Ending 30 une, 1867, pp. 361-2], 


APPENDIX NO. 41 
(Ne. 341.) 

REPORT BY G. W. RANNEY;! SUPERINTENDENT 
DESCRIBING THE WORKS AND REPAIRS EXECUTED ON THE 
RIVER TRENT AND ITS TRIBUTARIES, DURING THE FISCAL 

‘YEAR ENDING 30¢h JUNE, 1867. 


F. BRAUN, Bg. BELLEVILLE, 19th July, 1867 

Secretary, Pole Works Dept, Ota. 

Sit have the honor, ia compliance wih the isrations contained 
in No, 62,924, dated 15th of Jone, 19 report to the Depsriment the 
slats, and cost of repairs, and addons to the works of the Tland 
[Navigation of the Neweasle (or Tent) Distt, under by charge, for 
the past al year ending 30th June, 1867 


WIDOW HARRIS 
“The dam isin good order snd has had no repairs forthe past yer 


(CHISHOLM'S RAPIDS 

‘The lide and booms are in good working order. The dam should be 
rade moce staunch by graven it for is preservation; waste weirs 
howld be made, to wast te surplus water inthe sping to keep the 
‘unter aa more ufos evel The Canal and lock sre nat in ws, there 
fore no sepais were required 

"Applcton hasbeen made to build fh side inthe dam; salmon 
rmigrate inthe rier and the dam obstructs the way. 

“The following work, next in cede, are managed by a Coomitee 
in the lumbering trae, and msitsiod by the tls levied on ber 
sing down the rver-— 

‘Ranney Fels Slides, dam, aod guide booms. 

Campbelord —Gaide booms. 

Fiddler's Ind. Wing da. 

Midd FlleStides, dams and wing dams, and gude booms. 

Crow Boy-—Retsning boom. 

ely Falie—Dam, sides, sod guide booms. 

‘These works are in good working order. A considerable amount of 


ley, Se aloes sommmat y Ray Fl sa by 


repairs have to be done to then yearly to replace the decayed parts, 
No changes have boen made for several years 
At Heel Fas the stil-water navigation commences. Iti the lower 
‘end ofthe lower reach of sill-wster navigation en the line. The dm 
‘ios not staunch, and allowed the water to desine flow th level ot 
Inteded navigable Beight $400 wae approprised and expended in 
‘riveling but the sunt was insuicient to complete I satfctory, 
Te would reguze $400 move. The aaigation becweea Heely Fall 26d 
‘Crook’ Rapids impeded by a ridge of boalder on Mat ook bed at 
‘Stewarts Island, about a mile below Crooks’ Lock. The same diclty 
exis between Crooks’ Lock and te foot of Rie Lake. The steamers 
‘ow engaged drawing oe Tro the Maro works have been fst on 
there rocks A run of $700 hss been appropiate forthe removal of 
the boulders, and the work willbe commenced as soon as the water 
se Tow enough 
‘CROOKS’ RAPIDS 


‘The works have been and are now under 4 ste of repair and 
improvenents forthe accommodation ofthe newly exiting tratic-— 
‘hat ofthe transportation of Mazmora ore. The lock pes have been 
renewed; the pura walls repre; frame guards bul for guidance and 
[protection of stcamers along the Banks a new swiag bridge over lack, 
nd otber necessary conveniences forthe well working of the station, 
hich have cou $3,730. There are ail further improvements and 
Fepairs necessary 

‘Although these works ive been long time in extence, they were 
never wooked, and, in a manner, ot pedected, eusing aow more than 
fina puting to rights. Porton have gone to decay that have now 
to be renewed. The lockhouse  antensntble and requires repr 
there ie strong leak under the lower mite sll that rogues to be 
Sthunched an engne-howse bit for fhe engine tht was used fo pup 
the lok 

'As before sated, there exists the ically of sn intricate shanna 
‘between the boulders from the works to Rie Lake. The naviiton #0 
‘Whita from Rise Lake i good 


WHITLAS RAPIDS 


“The works are notin efor stil-water navigation, and emily oot 
of repale 





LITTLE LAKE 
"The booms and ples are in good order. 














BUCKHORN 

“The works are in god order. An orde forthe two new boom piers 
tobe but hs teen given, and wil be putin son: wl cout about $100. 
‘Ot ate the Boom has bea carted aay by lumber, which wl hve 
to Be replaced or pad for bythe partes, 

[A this sation i another divson between the lumber navigation 
‘and the sill water navigation. The dam here malasis the level of 
‘Buckhorn, Chomoag, and Pigoon Lakes, and sets the water back t the 
Jock at Bobeaygean, large shoot of water In seasons of low water © 
‘vision of the chanel between the steambost mavigntlon and the 
lumberee fa mater of contention. 


BOBCAYGEAN 

“The dams and slides are in good order. 

“he lock gates do not work Wel; one ofthe wicket gates i beoken 
in the soa upper gate, which involves the neces of rang the gate 
shove water or pumping the lock to reps i The lesk caused by that 
elect makes the fower gates work bad 

“The water inthe ver beng Yoo bigh during the whole of last winter 
to undertake to rise the gates above its why it was ot repaired ast 
winter. I bolove it wil be advisable t9 pump the lock chamber next 
Inter to ean i ot, and pt all he gates in onder. The swing brie 
‘over the canals worn oot and should be repird immediatly, fearing 
‘may deop into the Canal. Preparation are being made to fepaie 

“Thre are four steamers that ply through Os loek daly. 

‘The navigation to Lindsay from Bobesygean is pood except throvgh 
the ents the Seopg River. 

Pies and booms should be placed slong the sides wo guard of the 
stumps and tes, The deton is bad and the width narrow 


LINDSAY 

“The works ae in good ordet. The le not very mach wed. At 
side ns Deen asked for a this station. A good deal of eicly exits 
in keeping the evel of the water above de dam uniform: confiting 
inerets ar hard Yo sti, and iis rather dice at al seaons #0 
‘men the exacines oquled by te dierent parts, 

"The navigation fom Lindsay to Lake Scogg could be improved 
1 ood deal by removing ees and stumps from ol the points and sharp 
tens, giving a greater wih of ier which required i man place. 
‘The mavtaton has been very much impeded by Township Dridees 
eros the iver, with to provision made Yo pss them. They have Bees 





removed of late At the foot of Seugog Lake the despest channel is 
‘ery crooked; eight buoys to mark the channel woul ben ery reat 
Improvement 
“Al of which are respectfully submited. 
TThave the honor to be, Si, 
"Your obedieat servant, 


doops a th tne of Coneratan h "beso of Worts onthe Tren 
iid a Yet be os sens 3 aed nore 
{eof changes ts water evel of ds, ses, pers Doom, and chr wars 
Sivicaoy Iocan te eo conaracon, cs Sa eer deta ae en, 





VL. GENERAL TRANSPORTATION 


we wINE documents in this Section are illustrative of the 

Trimerovs potions, report, agreement, and projets with 
respect 10 transportation that are to be found in every type of 
fecord of the times. Covering at they do roads, ferries bridges, 
failoads, and plank roads, these items indicate the contin efforts 
that were made to improve travel conditions, The Rice Lake ferry, 
the subject o€ Nos. I and 2, was apparently inaugurated, though 
Jt was mo doubt superseded by Captain leghorn’s steamboat 
Pemedash, a schedule of the operation of which appears in the 
‘Cobourg Star of July 31, 1833-.No. 4 the frst report relative to 
the projected railway from Cobourg northward, is a rare item 
found in the Library of the British Muscum upon a subject on 
Which a book might be writen. Nos. and 9 typey the innumer- 
‘ble petitions for improved transportation faites; and Nos. 7 
‘and # outline the plans for and constuction of the plank road 
‘which temporarily replaced proceedings on the construction of the 
CCobourg-Rice Lake railway. In the late eightcen-ffties two 
‘ways northward were in operation, and No, 10 provides a summary 
‘oftheir esly tea. 








1, Rice Lace Fanny, 1820 
[Archiver of Ontario, Crown Land Papers, 1 (II), Ferry Serice 
Leases} 
In Council 13% December 1820, 


Adninistration of Sie Peregrine Maitand K.C.B, Licutenan- Governor, 
‘Ordered that John William Bannister, ofthe Township of Otonbie, 
inthe Distt of Newcastle, Esquire, Lieutenant Rosa! Navy, Sal 
reese a Lease ofthe Ferry from Lot aumber sixteen in te ninth 
Concession ofthe Township of Hamiton, to any part ofthe Water 
ofthe Rice Lake, and up and down the Rivers Otoabie and Trent, 
for the Tec of five yearr—from the next Quarter day afer this 
‘te, atte annual Rent of One Pound five Shilings Coreney, the 
‘Ren to commence on the sid Quarter da and tobe pai anmlly— 





“The Lease to be alvays subjet to such Rules and Reultions for 
Feaioge and attendance as te Justis ofthe sald Dstt of New= 
castle in Sexo may adopt 


John Beike 
Coat Cle 

To 

The Attorney General 


2. Permox ron 4 Feary ar Rice Lat, 1827 


Public Archives of Canade, Executive Council Papers, RG. 1, B. 3, 
Vol 28, pp. 71-4) 


We the undersigned beg leave to state that in consequence of 20 
regular Fey being kept on the Rice Lake, Persons arcving there, and 
fwthing to cos, are often put to very gest knconveniece and delay 
Sind obec to imposition (om Peon taking advantage of thir 
ocean, 

‘We fe therefore of opinion that the situation mentioned in the 
Peition of Aason Eleworth i the one moet proper for Ferry upon 
fhe Lake and we have no besiution ia recommending him st 4 Yery 
Sable person to keep the same. 

‘We ae kee of opinion that it is expedient thot some land on cach 
side ofthe Lake shout be assigned tothe Lesse of the Ferry— 


John Covert 1. Zachous Burnham 1, 
W. Far 1. Semi 8. Wimot 12. 
John Later 1. lle Jones 5. 

Chas, Robidge 1. ‘alte Boswsl LP 
David Smart 3. Richd, Hare LP. 
ota Brow JP. BOA. Kesler 1P. 

3. Wass 1B. 


“To His Excllney Sir P. Maitand 
KOR, be be be 
“The Paton of Aaron Elsworth of the Township of Harton in the 
Dinrit of Newcastle 
Hmbly represents— 
‘That it would greatly promote the Pubic convealence In general & 


particularly ad to the prosperity ofthe Setlements— North ofthe Rise 
Lae, if a regular Feery weve xtahsed & propery condicte, acrost 
the Rice Lake connecting that line of Road leading from Cobourg 10 
Peetbor’— 

‘Your Petiionerfrter represen that, inorder to have the Fey 
propely conducted tis accessary that a Ferry Hose be Kept on each 
‘Sar of the Lake; asthe busines ofthe Fery, wold, for some tie 
to Come, alfod but paral employment & smal remuneration to the 
Persons keeping the same, i deable that quantity of ld suit 
ale for calvation be reserved for thease of the Fery on each side of 
the Lake at, or convenient t, the Landing Place 

"Your Petitioner therefore humbly pray, tht 100 eres of the Town 
reseration in Otonobee adjoining Capt Chas. Andoron’s Exet Line, 
tnd 15 aces ofthe North East corner of Lat No 10 in the th Con 
tesson of Hanlon may be revered forthe use ofa Ftry— 

‘And your petitioner further prays that the Ferry with the Lands 
reserved for it use, may be leased to him forthe Period of 21 Years, 
nd in duty Bound wl ver pray— 


‘Aaron Eo 








Cobourg April 1308 1827 


Executive Council Ose 
"York Hh June 1827 


Novice is hereby given, by onder of His Excellency the Lieutenant 
‘Governoe in Coane, that Seale’ Tenders, Postpaid, for Lene of the 
Feary actos the Rice Lake, inte Line of communication leading from 
CCotoary to Peterborough, for the term of seven year, fom the frst 
‘of Avpast next, rbjet to rach Rules and Repuations for Ferige and 
tttendance, a he Magistrates in General Quarter Sesions of the Peace 
‘aay adop, endorsed. "Tender for Feery"—will be recelved at this 
(Office uni the sid at day of August, on which day the Leae wl 
bo adjodged t0 the Highest Bidder, who wil be required to pay One 
Pound, twelve Shilings, and six Pence, Currency before the Patent 
Issues, abd to enter into the wsual Security fo the due paymeat of the 
Rent 
(Gigned) Joba Small 
Clerk Executive Counc 


3, “Tue Comptancr oF mr TuENT Bunce”? 
(Thomas Carr in the Cobourg Stat, Mey 10, 1831] 
“To the Editor of the Cobourg Stat and Newcastle General Advertize. 
Dear Me, itor — 


‘As compan for elfen pean ae ow th one fhe 
day, oo meat iy teste vos eng ny bey and Pout my 
fortwo your at—an ea whch shoud te evr pen 10 ay 
iioman, sagen, or complaint testing Peo Peper 
rene. 

‘tosh 1 form a communion ovr te ale ver i thi 
promperoes ica ie, Wi, a ao dnt ped way ep 
tt pay andaupty vlogs on ks lo, cones and our ato 
ake Ot al the wealth prota en tty esse 
Thave ton snfoinate ad aged ever snce te bot of my ith 
Some indeed ay tht one of ty misornce was brn wi ey ad 
the cven ring my ey South Ico nve eons ay fost oo 
tte sound 

But my mites have been roost gon me ci by an ie 
orig, tough pep ssf ace of rascal LUMBER 
SheKS. whom, hove, T would tame the Comcls ot Upper 
Craw, ving bon red anon the as sd peso th Wd 
tee hve fever ten subetedf te salary ret ol, The 
injures which thy have done me hae teen matted by waotomet 
{nt nga; or them ve | ten hero ee ect 

“One net (I shal neve forget) 2 band of ie frre having 
reached the fon ofthe Rice Lake pon ry thy secre a hy 
Shoe, tr chong othe sore; sid being wears of Basch 
ful tomentd wilt on nossa nl uetingee int, ey 
ound to's tavern to spend te night fhe wonip ofthe 
fol. Mestine te hogs ra, bing 20 partaer of ir oes, ook 
EB covege y traing trms tv ovngs td (atl rn) 
iced the TRENT wot ot Wnt we my center, Me 
town the peat mat of inter came fontng oH an ed, 
(IMs te Reaten tat vs sermon, wich wat ca and Getd 
sear cn ana your ete tal em ered ay peg oo 
Seana WA tel ates oS ee 
TiS ar atte Soi om i eta a 


prune Se Se Mh Nf gt 








by the Danish Bishop of Pontoppidon, On it eam, and right agsnst 
ry weak pat it drove, giving it lurch to lewd Geom which bas 
never recovered 

"Another disaster, sll moce fatal, befe me in the spring of 1830. 
For you must now’ that these my biter enemies, whose obdurate Deas 
0 services of mine can uli, purposely ran their rafts aginst me, 
tnd wishing me withthe most cordial goodwill atthe do—i At the 
time jst mentioned another ra, manned by a crow of dreadooughts, 
‘iter trom negligence, drunkenness, or desig, ran foul of one of my 
irs which, 10 ay great gre and the deient of his Majesty's loyal 
jects, was either ot or carried vay, leaving & momtrou chasm 
‘rough which the Sbannon, with all her stdin’ sie set, might have 
clused the Chesapeake. Fortis damage o redress cold be obtained; 
‘ecaue, froth, here wan either no law oe one to prosecute 

‘But thi, Mr tor, jr by no means the sum total of my dstese. 
For the points of my piers and my les or posts have been so cafe, 
rubbed, feted, ated, and shatered by the ie that unless they be 
‘pediy cased and protected they wl soon fall me, nd then there wil 
be at once an end to my sferings and existence 

Te seems, and Tam sorry t sy it that Thave even fale fiends 
well as open enemies. For, «subscription having been made ltely to 
‘pair ny sltred fame, a person, i has ben sald, enaged BY con- 
tract to make me a new pee st good st the eter: to la my flooring 
sith owed oF fied timber, to strighen my obliguy, snd 10 case 
2 the pont of my pies and posts to secure them from frter damage 

‘But mark the manner in which Ihave been treated, The new pee 
ssc fet to short and form of ners partly decayed; the footing 
' composed of uly poles; no casing has been done; and my obiiy 
femaing the sate, 

"Now at fara contract ate concerned, my case, Mr. Eaitor, is doubt 
ful for in thi respect T must stl to such teatment as my neighbors 
receive. But might not ot lepators,thoe guardians of public property 
fd ler, pass an act o protect me, and oes exposed as Fam, rom 
‘anion veience, and to places unde the custody of some persons— 
fay the Sarvevor of Roads, who might be amenable to panshmet for 
elet of dy 

'By making my case known tothe public, you may convine me, deat 
Me_Eaitoe tht I bave a least one fiend, and rake me prov when 
ever you travel tht way to convey you safely acros the able stream, 
‘over which stands the fjured TRENT BRIDGE. 





4, Sunve wor nie Covouna RAlL ROAD Coser, 1835 


LA copy of Fnt Report ofthe Directors ofthe Cobourg Rll Road 
‘Company (Cobourg, 1838), Libary ofthe Bish Museum] 


a laying tefore the stockholders the Report of the Engineer on the 
‘compltion of his Survey, the Directors deem it incumbent on Hem 
uri a detailed account oftheir progress, and to draw attention to 
Some of the most skin poitscomneced With the importat work i 
‘which they are ensage. 

“Theirs object being to obtain, with x much expedition as possible, 
such an estimate ofthe cost ofthe undertaking as could be relied om 
‘with Security, they devoted ther carest ation in selecting an 
Engineer of Known practic kil to accompli that tsk. Wah this 
‘view:the opened a correspondence wit penllemen inthe United States 
tnd ether parts, from whom they deemed they might obtain the noes 
‘Sry iformaton. Several Engineers inthe former country, who were 
hiphly recommended, ollered to undertake the work, but the Dicer 
‘conser they exercised the trot confided to them with prudence, 
Drfertng the services of a getleman of acknowledged ability and high 
Sanding ia the profession, i tice own country, who, having been em 
ployed by the Goverameat in the extemive surveye of the waterr of 
{his prt ofthe Province, wih which the contemplsted Ralload 50 
‘los connected, might Be comiered ae having some clin to thie 
paruclar consigecation. 

‘The choice ofthe Engncer having been ths mad,’ and the tems 
of the Survey agreed on, the instructed him "o sicerala the most 
{gle and least expensive route, for a ralway from Cobourg to the 
Rice Lake, a that point which might be found most practicable, neat 
the dest line of communication with the Otoasbee River. To id im 
in thie work, the Directors spared no pits in seeing all he information 
that could be obtained, respecting the nature of the country adits 
capabilities for the purposes required, Several of them, during the 
progres of the Survey, were nearly constantly employed in examining 
{he couney perl and the Eagncer acknowledges in his Report, 


5b cece ee rt 
eguucn cri amae a 
Seetnins Race rat 





























‘hat by their activi is Iabor were material ewened, and much time 
vas sved 

“To moe the outlay aeesarlyincurted in this preliminary portion 
‘ofthe undeiking, the Directors thought proper to cll aa astalment 
‘of 234 pe cent on the stock sobserbed, whieh wil pay a large portion 
ofthe expese of the Sure. 

Unul th estimate was completed, and the practicability ofthe work 
ascertained, twas determined aot to solic subscribes amonsst thre 
whose only object could be the investnent of ther capital with the 
fxpection ofa reasonable return; as it was deemed more jst that 
the cost incurred in determining whee the work weee practicable at 
1 moderate olay, and could therfore be proiably engaged in, sould 
at fist be met by individuals whose residence in the county, and 
parclar interest ints prosperity rendered the completion of te work, 
‘rth thom, an objet of paramouatinportance. 

1 with much satisfaction the Direclrs have i ia their power 
state tht the esl ofthe Sorvey has Be in every respect most favor- 
she 

Ts the vestigation of the country over which the road wil have 
fps, o ewe diculty has presented ill, andthe estimate doet 
fot exceed the act of works of 8 sia description. Although, 
upon an inspection ofthe plans, it will be found that inthe progress 
fof the road to te Rice Lake a considerable rise bas to be overcome, 
Yet taking the nature ofthe trade ofthe county into consideration, ft 
trl aot form any serio osteo the wnderaking. On 8 comparoon 
Of the weight of the prodvtons of the country which wil have to 
sscend this oad to find thee market with he supplies which ae set 
foto the country ia return, i wil readily be conceded, by every person 
sho as the slightest knowledge ofthe bjt, thatthe former ears 3 
Proportion tothe Iter of at least fen to one; and consequent, if the 
oad were pesfety level, ten times more power would be retired "0 
ring the produce ofthe back county to market, than would be neces 
sry for he tansport of merchandie tothe interior. That which would, 
therefore, prove under diferent circumstance, if not an insuemount- 
abl dlmauty to the success of the work, at last a very considerable 
Injury to i, from the natre of the ade for which the ralway 1 10 
prove a medium, becomes a postive advantage 

“The route a present contemplate, witht reference to such ia 
‘provements as may be feityenipated from more patular examina~ 
Hon doving the progres ‘of the work, wil peemit the. succes 
pation of animal of locomtive power upod the whale ise: the 
nt of which, rend for compete operation, i estimated at Twenty 


‘howard eight hundred and thin-two pounds fie shilings and thre 
ence, for the grading ofa double wack, andthe competion ofa single 
line of railway: A result In the opinion of the Directors, most sis~ 
factory, ands favorable asthe most sanguine cool ave vented 10 
iat. 

In consequence of the numerous suggestions 19 the Engineer, of 
probable improvements inthe line, all which rogired. paul io 
‘estigaton, the Survey has oenupied more time than the Directors were 
Ie to anticipate, Iwas, however, deemed by them tobe thi particle 
ty ote care shat the county shouldbe thoroughly examined before 
the sock was brought fully int the macket in order hat entering 
fpalidual, who embarked their capital inthe undertaking should have 
fore them an estimate founded wpon certain dt, 

‘The Survey being completed, apd the expense cuefly sscerained, 
‘the Directors have it now intel power, 0 invite Capitals to invest 
‘ele mca ia the work, with the confident assurance of 3 speedy and 
mpl return 

the cost of hit work be considered with reference tothe portant 
‘objet to be elected by i i wil be found to bens & proportion more 
lncoasideable than most works of smile nature. Tn the interior of 
thir portion ofthe Provine we hive Bena nkes and ever, made 
rvignbe By natre for vessels ofall descriptions, washing shores of 
early 200 miles of county, teming wih ich productions, and rpily 
increisng in population. On the banks of there water, town. and 
vilges ae erecting and rapidly rising into notice, while steams, for 
IL purposes of machinery, pure their course through the country In 
Almost every dretion. The oaly drawback to is prospects, the aly 
‘ean, the supply of which would at once zendr it one ofthe most rch 
‘nd populogs sections ofthe New Word, fe an eacy and ready access 
tomnrtet, When ir considered tht this object ean be fllyefocted, 
at 2 cost of only about £26,000, that this sum wil at nce open this 
Splendid portion of county to the markets of the United Sats and 
TTomec Camas, and through them pve acces evento the wea, no doubt 
can remain of the advantage ofthe investment now offered to the Publ, 
Hit be permited to speculate upon the probable rel, from the 
Iprovemeat ofthe magnificent riers and lakes, which connect the 
Rice Lake wth Lakes Sncoe and Huron, which a! preset engage 20 
rch the stenton of the Government ofthis Province, mst be 
towed not [a] be tnreasonable Yo entertain the expectation, thst 
treat portion ofthe produce ofthe Wester Country would fd its way 
to market over this eall-vay. This Vew of the subject i particulary 
allded fo and supported inthe report of the Engineer, and the fact 


tat it woold shorten the distance from the Wester shores of Lake 
‘Michigan tothe Southern shore of Lake Ontario, (sty at Oswep,) 
sealy 300 mls, amply sullen show that this opiaion isnot & 
mere chimera, I is unnecessary however to resort to this agument for 
the purpose of inducing conviction ofthe advantages of out under~ 
taking, andthe seta likely to ase from it; th extent of trade with 
the rpily improving county north ofthe Rice Lake, which this com- 
‘nication mnt demand, wil surly warrant the outlay of the sum 
‘eqired, andthe most sanguine hopes ofan ample remuneration. * 
A Rabie, 

‘seer. 

W. Boswell, 
PGRR.Co 


‘5, Perm oF Isuamravrs oF FENELON AND VERULAMC 
“Towssts For & Ros, 1842 


(Public Archives of Canada, Public Works 1, Vol 45, March, 1842) 


Peterboro 31% March 42 

F.C Murdock Bag’ 

Cit Secretary eb. 
Kingson 

se 

have the honor to enclose petition trom the Taaitants of Fene- 
Jon & neighbourhood to his Exetlency the Governor General praying 
bis Excellency to take ino conieration the expediency of completing 
the work commenced at Lindsay and constacing a Road from Seung 
to Windsor on Lake Ontatio, 


mech owls pemonie ete pceercnae 
css ceded Sere Ric Lae y ip, anon 1 Petia Te Ue 
SEE aie eee 
SES Ge ee Sree es 


EE Sa i nn tes nm 
Pep te ter pg petra 
{noni ncn) Te toon wa ocnnat Danser Tow wis Be 





‘Lost cory oi inthis Peon being well ware of the immense 
eset the ine of communication there proposed would be to a 
‘umber of very ne Townships aswel as Fenclom in which Lam deeply 
Interested being holder of a large act of Land there and in Verulam 
‘the adjoining township. was among the fis that sted in Fenelon and 
have expended lsge sum in improving it 
have the honor to remain 
‘Se 
‘Your Ob* Hum! Set 
“ames Wallis 


‘To His Excellency, The Right Honorable, Sir Charles Bagot, GCB. 
Goveraoe General of Beltsh North America, de. be Be. 
“The Humble Ptiion of the undenigned Inhabitants of the Tow 


ships of Fenelon and. Verlam— 
Sheweth 

“That your Petionrs, not without feeling ofthe most devoted Esteem, 
1 respect, beg leave 10 approach your Etcelleay with the subject of 
tele Payer 

"That your Petioners are Residents ofthat part ofthe Province which 
‘wat unl lately the rear ofthe District of Neweas, now forming part 
‘ofthe new Distt of Colborne, i the fourth ange of Towathips fom 
Take Ontario, 

“That your Petones were induced to become sete inthis remote, 
‘hough fertile section ofthe country by the demonstration on the part 
‘ol the Government ofan fenton to ay ope a communication between 
Stand the front Townships by reac ofthe numerous lakes od river 
Which intersect this portion of the County, but the free navigation of 
Which is at present obstructed by natural barirs— That the erection 
(4 dock, to etlet the above object, atthe Town of Lindsay, was com 
Imence, etal operation upon thas been logy since sarpended. That 
the lamentably imperfect rode which have been cut throoph the wilder- 
ness by the needy and thinly scattered pioners ofthe forest are such 2s 





a em i yo 
Sacer ahs baron eres 
Sear eee ene 
ESS eer acarrictmoeat 
Eee a naamere vem gee 
SSSRD Gulp sul eed nerf ity wet comrcdy o 
‘eam ole what we aft a vine Yond, te tal fen blag move realy 
Eo as Gaps oe ane ee 





can be averse for only a short portion of the year, the busbandman 
beiag compelled to remain within te cicumsribed limits of his bome 
forthe remainder—his grain & oer produce duviag that time beng 
‘comparatively alueles for waar ofan avenue by wh he may tana 
fer the same to market. 

“That soch disadvantage naturally cil the ardour of enterprize, 
loge the whese of indury, and destroys the energy of the apical 
‘Sfhat it prevents an exteive aod fre region trom being made to 
‘eld the immense sores it is expable of producing—That it prevents 
the usfol Artisan and others from seting among us—since they ate 
‘tural ld to otber Cousties weve moce favourable decumstances 
‘enable the Inhabitants to fer them more abundant and = more 
‘eran subsitence— 

“That your Ptiioners beg most respectuly to call your Excelency’s 
senton 10 this subject and humbly hope your Exealeacy will be 
Pleneed to take into consideration the expediency of completing the 
trork commenced at Lindsay nthe Township of Ops, and of constract- 
Ing Plank or ote road from the head of Scugng Lake to the Harbour 
‘of Windsor, by which the Inbabitans of tis Porion of the Province 
‘wl be immensely benefited, and a wide and encouraging eld wil be 
‘opened fo the incoming siranger and the indarroos yeoman of ot 
Father Land — 

‘And your Petoners, as in duty bound, wil ever pay. 


1. Fidler Somes Walls 
Resident Clngyman of Fenelon Geo) H Sanders [7] 
Robert Deanisoun (Geo Parker 
Joh Langton tis 
Sno. Hore ‘Toot “x Baady 
Chat Hore ark 
ames Maren B. Beresford 
is Wiliam Jordon 
Ware x. Crowley Ales Unpheey 
mark his 
racy Hutchinson ‘Thomas x. Hooke 
Rich Linehan ‘mark 
George Tria Sohn Reiley 
Pat Power Tanziy) Bentley 
his ‘We Montgomery 
at x Cook his 
mar John =. Cook 


Andrew Mortimer ‘mark 





‘Ante MoConnet is 

Smee Wal Joba x Dupes 

Tames Ball ane 

‘sles. Bail Frank Coch 

Same Wath wat Allen 

‘Thomas Ell James Maceum 

Jobin Joris Wer Ett 

Aust Savers Join Bell $+ 

Wiliam thor Sohn Bell J 

John Power Robert Irwin 

Rob: Browalee Henry Brusichant 

Horace emphrey Wiliam Jones 
Alecander Dennitoun 
David Mitartand 
Willan Dick 
Robert Hamiton 


6, ProsEctaD PLanx Ros, Cosoure To Rice Laee, 1842 

ube Archives of Canada, Public Work I, Vo. 5, Second Report 
of NeHl Baird, surveyor, om the severe rowes posible fora road rom 
‘Rice Late to Lake Ontario, Thi reexamination may have been di 0 
4 on leer of protest by Henry Ruttan in the previous February. 
Bair’ st report was dated Apri 26, 1842) 


“Memoranda om the Plank Roa, October 3, 1882. 

1. The Object to be effected by the proposed rou, ist complete 
the Comnuniations Between the back county (the chet Jepot of 
‘which r Peterbor") and Lake Ontro in sch a way as wil ge the 
Inhabiants of that section of country a ready access and to te most 
‘dvantagous market by this means afford them some compensations 
forthe want ofthe natural outet by the Rivet Tret which they have 
‘bun led to expect would be inpeoted by the Provincial Government 
but which Thave endertood the Bosrd of Works ar not t prevent 
‘prepared to recommend as involves an expenditure of sbout £200,000 

2 The points to be connect are the Rice Lake and the best 
[Market and shipping Porton Lake Ontario. 

' donot concive the question tobe Between 249 roa oly — 
there ace four toads which necessary engaged my attention before 
recommending the one adopted by the Board of Works 
‘The T™ Commencing oppor the mouth ofthe Otlonsbee River and 

thence neatly diectsoath to Coboore which was the main 








‘trough fare to L. Ontrio when Steam Boats formerly plied 
‘pon Rie Lake 
“The 2* Commencing from the sume point ie the mouth ofthe Otona- 
ee ster to the bead of the Rie Lake or nea sy the old 
Indian Landing, and thence direct fo Cobourg about 17 mis 
that is 43 by wnter dstane I take by the Lote allowing for 
agling ators and 12% by Land 
‘The 3 fom the sume poat viz the mouth ofthe Oxlonabee River to 
PL Hope by the Head of the Lake 17 miles—viz about 65 by 
veer and 10% by Land 
ries ch 
and the 4° bythe road recommended To Cobourg "IS 31 — 
To PLHope 13, Tie 
ftom the Rice Lake — 


[No deal estate has been made ofthe fit mentioned roate viz 
“tom opposite the mouth ofthe Oroabee River dice to Cobourg” 
sey Intracions confined me fo “ator nar the head of Rce Lake” 
‘a staring pot 

The road recommended from the head of Rice Lake rect to 
‘Cobourg —I estimate ie» sum not exoeeding £11,000 

“The road at preset traveled fom the head ofthe Lake to Port Hope 
fs impracticable fora plank rsd but with an etre deviation of 32/3, 
tiles would cost about 11,040— 
it planked to Cobourg — 3250 
making in all aboot E1525 

"The voud recommended will cost £11,166 2/ tothe main road and 
lnciuding planking the main road between Cobourg & Pt Hope £4073— 
‘Making inal for the accommodation of the back County in » choise 
of markets 15,239 — 
‘The road fst meaoned in answer to Question N' 3 cetily would 
hve great advantages in reference to the aavgntional only but would 
low the object to be obtained by either ofthe other routes, of saring 
from pot where there is conierale travel and nfreoeee with the 
‘bck Country and part by Land 

the oad were tobe confined to one port oaly on Lake Ontario The 
second Road sfeed to preferable in pot of practicablty & Expense 
loiter ofthe otters and would combine many advantages of 4 708d 
‘0 ane pont only besides giving facity of acoso the Distt Toe — 

"No 3 or present traveled road presents great obstacles and abstr 
ops fr plank road but hasan advantage if the abject be to reach one 
ort only, many ther respect sy opaion tht the routes No 2 & 4 
te beth preferable to 
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‘The road recommended in my opinion combines for greater advan- 
tages thn eter of the others consider it of mens importance 
the back country, that no step should te take to give Pe Hope or 
CCabours any advantage the one above the eter fr the competion 
‘tween thee two places renders both markets far beter than they 
‘otherite woul! bo—and the same competion by the plank road at 
fecommended would lesen the expense of freight to come fom the 
bck Country a the lowest cleltion 30 pr cen, and t adopt ether 
‘tthe eter tutes would st once have the effet to give the Pot at 
‘hich the road should terminate, 90 seat ae advantage, that i would 
fsceserly have the efecto alos destroy the ater as 2 market ond 
‘would consequently by putting an end to competion maimain the cot 
(f teansport st nearly the present rat 

‘Thave no hesitation in giving it again as my decided opinion thatthe 
imide road wil accommodates far areatr number than ether of the 





ters, and that it the only one that oes fai promise of reason 
‘se communication 
NH Baied 
‘Ci Ege 
Kingston 3 October 
1882 


7. Cosoure-Rice Lees PLAN Row 
[rom the origina, presented to the Manuscript Colleton, Toronto 
Public Library, by Edwin C: Gules] 
‘Agreement betwen Josich Whi etal and the Cobourg and Rice 
Lake Plank Road and Ferry Company. Dated Sth October, 1847. 


Aces of Agreement had made and entered nto at Coboar thie 
Sth day of october inthe year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred 
tnd forty seven, Between Josiah White of Cobourg, Gentleman, Jouah 
(Carles White of the same place, Miler, and Joba White of Alawick, 
Saw Mir parties ofthe fist part—and “The Coboarg and Rice Lake 
lnk Road and Ferry Company” ofthe second parts fos 

‘The sa partes of the fe prt for the con- 
sideration hereinafter mentioned do hereby for thmscives their Execs 
tors, Administrator and asion+—covenan promire and agree to and 
Wid the sald partes of the second part thelr Successors and Asis 
that they the said parties of the fist part their Executes or Adminis 
trator shall nd wil at thei own proper costs and charges make and 
‘ever tothe said partes ofthe second pat and hse Saceenors om the 
Shore at Gores Landing on or before the eth day of May next propery 
‘hl up two hundred thousand fet of tte inch plank in uly, good, 
ound, plum messred, square edged snd Bt for the purpose of the 
ond tbe approved bythe Engineers for the tine beng item fet or 
{eh feet in length and santing fou By sit inches sicient tay the 
lak upon forming two lines of Sis, And enough plank two by ight 
Inches to lay one line a fr asthe plank will extend. And also oa or 
before the fteenth ay of Tune next one hundred and ity thousand 
{eet of plank of ike measurement and qouty and sobjet to the same 
sppeova and scaning and two inch plank same as aforesaid scent 
{olay the sid ope hundred iy thonind feet in manger aforesaid. And 
itis forther apeed by and between the sald partie that the sad patos 
‘ofthe st par shall he ul of 38) elect or day in the delivery of 
‘he sai plank or coiling orf the sad plank 8 not sewer the above 
‘scription of Sel and the sai partes of the second par shall sve or 
leave notice ia wring of such nslest or delay atthe place af abode of 
‘her ofthe said partes hs Executor or Adora that then ad 


{in such ese it shall and may be lft and forthe said parties ofthe 
second part or tee Sucesors within the space of ten das ater such 
vice given or let ss aforesaid cue the sid paris of the ist part 
‘hie Escowors of Administrator shal not complete the delivery of the 
‘ld Lamber at either ofthe sai mer afresaid ori case any portion 
‘oft shal not be square edged sound and plumb measured as worst 
oui or if such poruon as may aot answer tat described be aot 
tithin the time aforesié supplied in lieu of tha, tht may be cast 0 
purchase from oter persons wil to contract forthe same, plan and 
‘antag sulci o complete the above court of good sound plumb 
Imencorad gusre-edged sult forthe Road Aad shall and may deduct 
{id retain to themscives all such sum and sums of money and expenses, 
23 they shall pay of incur in supplying the sid plank or Seating 

“And the Said parties of the Second part do 
ereby for tbemisves their succewoes and Asians covenant, promise 
fd agree to and with the tid parties ofthe int part thee Exeutors, 
‘Administrators and assigns that they the sid paris ofthe second part 
‘shall and wil well and wuly pay or cause fo be pad unto the said partes 
‘ofthe fint part thee Esscutrs, Adminsteatars and ASsigs the sam 
‘t twentyfve shillings per thousand eet (board measure) of plank 
then delivered as aforesaid. And forthe Scaning twenty Sve shins 
pet thousand ia manne following that f tos, 

Timmy on delivery ofthe several quate one hal he valve 
‘tereof andthe remaining hal doe within sie months ater delery a 
Morea. 

"And for the due performance and stipulations by them mausly 
‘entre into each of them the sid partis of the ist and second part 
by these presents do bind demseles usto the other of them in the 
penal sm of one hundred and fity pounds of lawl mone of Canada 
By way of lguiated damages, And lady it hereby comvenanted end 
fered by and between the sod partis to these presents that i aay do- 
pate or diference shal happen to ase between them touching the sid 
onat that then snd in such ease it shal be left othe determination 
Sd award of thre indifferent persons or any two of them ane fo be 
‘amad bythe sad pate of the fst pat thle Excutors Administra 
{ors ot Assigns andthe oter bythe sid parties of the second part thle 
‘Succsors or Assipn and the third by the sid two peronss0 to be 
‘med inmeditely after such dspte shall arise. 

[And the sald partis hereto do herby cove- 
ant promis nd agree to and with eachother tht they the sad pares 
‘hat aad wil several stand to abide, perform, and Keep the award and 
Gksermination of the sti thee persons of any two of them 0 ak the 
Same sll be made in wring undee the hands sod sels of the said 
|Aibttors witha one calendse month next after such reference, 


In Witness whereof the said pats ofthe nt 
part have bercumto severly set their bunds and seals. Aad the eid 
Rice Lake Plank Road and fry Company have heranto aired their 
coxporate seal and eased o be pu the hand of William Weller Eire 
President thereof on the day and year int above writen 


Sigoed Sealed and ) 
Delvered in presence of | Jouiah White 
olin Beaty Je Senish © White 
‘Witness to fit Stature | John White 
John Beaty Je ‘Won Weller Presient 


‘Witness to al Sinatres 


‘Menorandum on back} The Cobours and Rie Lake Plank Road and 
Ferry Company ofthe one part and Josiah White, Josiah Chires White 
‘and John Whit, the partes within named ofthe second part do eteby 
‘mutually release and ischarge ech othe rom all bility and demands 
ff what Kind or ature soever upon or in respect of the within con: 
tract—and the sid Parts ofthe sesond prt hereby acknowedge ay 
‘ment in fl fall monies deo payable to them by the sald Company 
‘pon the within Contrat Dated st Cobourg this Seventh day of July 
‘Anno Doma 1848!— 


‘Sgned Sealed and 
Delivered in presence of) Wan Weller Present 
James Coctburn. Witness (0 Sia White 
Execution by the President and Te waite 

‘by Josiah and Josiah Cher 

White — 


4. Taassronranion PexTTOn ROM Duanrnanrs oF 
oer Preay, 1857 


[Public Archive of Canada, Tent Canal, RG. 11, PW. 5, Vol. 19) 
“Memerial forthe Improvement ofthe Naviation beoween Port Perry 
‘and Fenelon Fall 


“To the Honourable Francois Lemisux Chief Commisioner of Public 
Works of Canada &e &e 8 


cyanate subacls fats ase Seah 
‘in anv cnet 10 MHL of oar om Gores Landing Wo te Coury 
Senta ee are 
Recon ees 








We your petitioners Inhabitants of the Village of Port Perry inthe 
‘County of Ontario 

Humbly Showeth that they have sferd machin consequence ofthe 
Inperlct tate ofthe Nevgntion between tis place and Fenelon Falls 
uring the past remon thatthe Steamers plying between those Tro 
‘laces and Lindsay could not pesform tel repular tripe and portion 
fof the season one of them was obliged to he confined to Sturgeon Lake 
thereby requiring ransbipment st Linde of All through fee cused 
paralyby the lownes ofthe water and aba actos the ser below the 
{lock at Lindsay, and the Imperfect coadion of the Lock and dam at 
Lindsay Alowing the watter to escape and thereby lowering the water 
in Scugog Lake. not only preventing the free and etsy Navigation of 
the Late, bat a sopage ofthe Numerous Sawn to the great damage 
‘ofthe owners at this place, your petoners fee the great and urgent 
rneceity of perfecting the Naviation of Scupyp, Lake and the river 
Throoph to Stergeon Lake by dredging oot and stnighteing portions 
ofthe river and bulding ofa new Dock at Lindsay is of great Impor- 
{ance 1o meet the growing want of the County, that te compledon of 
these Works in a good aod substanil manner would not caly be of 
great Importance fo this section of the Country, but to the Townships 
Ising North of Lindsay, and th construction of Locks wt Fenelon Falls 
{for Ves to ascend would open up another new feature tothe Country 
tying North and west of Fenelon Fall and bring into marke a large 
orton of Government Lande which would be seed and Improved at 
fnce, Not taking into account the extensive Lumbering operations 
Stich would be eared on on thore Laker and rivers. Now lying in 
state of Nature forthe want of «proper communication with the fron- 
er, and when completed, those lines of Navigable water extending 
they do far ito the Interior would be of lent Importance to ever 
Portion ofthe Country with nts Tafuence as well sx souree of rvente 
to the palic Treasury, whearas the present outy and Imperfect state 
ofthe Navigation wil only be compartiely of litle or no bent. 

‘Your pettoner: would most earnestly request that you would lay 
the matter before the Goverment snd take sich messes an deed 
vse to aproprate a sufient som of Money forthe completion of 
those works or at much a would be deemed pradent with a View tthe 
‘completion of the whole and thatthe work shoud be commenced a as 
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‘tly day as posible and asin duty bound your petitioners wil ever 


py 


R Land 1. 
Edward Major 
Chas Payne 

Tho Pexion 
Joseph Bigsion, P.M, 
Wiliam Paxton 
George Paton 
Wiliam King 
Wiliah James Trounce 
Robert Parker 
David Rose 

1 Bigelow 

John Buchanan 

. V. Daly 
Jacob W. Stas 
Sohn A Mason 
Wiliam White 
1D Fower 
Robert Kelly 
Daniel (7 

‘Asn (7 

Saco Burnham 
George Snook 
Philip Sith 

B. G. Whitaker 
(Charles M. Martin 
Benjamin Crandell 
Lest Chase 
Job Plater 

‘Thor Buchanan 
Jaber Bare 

Wes Sith 

Geo, M. Ewart 
olin Not 

Soh Adon 
‘Chas Weightman 
Sacob Corbnaa 
‘Alonzo Sexton 
Sith 


Joseph B. More 
Henry Haskio 
Gasper Bowen 
Sohn P Rendall 
Haney Staley 
‘Geo Everest, 
James B Lazier 
ames Squire 
Andrew Lavi 
Wiliam Nott 
Cul Buland 
Jon Sefery 
Teaae Weeks 
Allen 
Jerenish Centers 
AHL Doly 
‘Scmnel Paten 
John Nichol 
Wills W Cook 
ese Teland 
TC. Bowerman 
W. D, Bowerman 
A.B Me Donald 
Soin Robert Hust 
Its Whitney 
Sas I. itt 
IW. Allison 
Sohn Bower 
Solomon Me vaich 
W.S-H. Smit 
‘Thomas MMichael 
Fred Vincent 
Geo Goore 
‘Alvan T. Corson 
ta 
HL Phillipe 
Waren Norton 
James Good 
Joseph G. Schell 





We Rose ‘Waren Sobel 
We § Sexton Caleb Crandell 
George Cin George Crandell 
ames Mori Jota [7 


9, Eanty Fanci avo Passescex TRAPric vd RAILWAY 
{Directory .. of Peterborough and Victoria for 1858, p. 68] 
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“Tere cio Ape ad May 1885 were 1040080, 


‘VIL. INDUSTRY: LUMBERING 


us SECTION outlines the growth of industry, wth special rele 

Tce tothe ler tae. The ent tens mate he common 
racic of sealing timber. Petiton for ate aid nthe balding of 
Fils nd for damages a a elt of high water held back by day, 
‘ere ot infrequent inthe period. A parcaly valuable ist of 
ay tsb Snined ix Ror Ui, wis sumtry of instal 
evlopment in the County of Petzrborough i 1861 ia No. 12. 
‘No. 12 isa very erty attempe by workmen to repute hee hows 
of work and the seh rounded out by tres cellent count 
‘the proces of imbering and of diving logs to Gueber. 





1, Petron rom Swwiei axp Coxertaner oF In.scat Lagoon 





[Pub Archives of Canada, Upper Canada Sundries} 


Upper Canada 
York 29th March 1810. 
Sie 

‘Me Cumming & 1 have a wis of sing some ofthe yellow Pine Tim 
ber which we heve taken on the fem of our Contract, ito Ship Plank, 
‘would His Excllency the Lietenat Governor be pleased 10 gaat 
1 License of occupation to tld Sawmill on the River Teet in the 
‘Township of Seymour-—There are many Trees which we have taken 
‘at ft Tor nothing else, and a Yast number felled in 1808. which we 
‘could only take onthe condition af being permed to bald Saw Mil 
‘hat mst otherwise be let. 

T take the liberty of mentioning for The information of His Excel- 
Jency, that a worthless Yanky of the name of Truman Napping bas 
without authority st hinself dow in Seymout, where he has ult 
House & ends igor inthe most dsodely manner--He hs constantly 
4 gang of ranken vagabonds about him, of vagrant whites & Indians, 
Constantly Rtn smong themselves and above to others. Napping 
Tinseif 2 noterion bad character, andthe greats ieglaites ave 
teen conuited in his Howe—the abuse of the Government and Lave 


—tis removal would much contribute to the quiet and goed order of 
‘hat pat ofthe Couney— 


Major Hatt have the hon t9 be 
ee de ‘se 
‘Your Most obedient 
‘Humble Servant 
‘Miles Macdone 


2. SALE OF STOLEN Tene, SercouR Towssue, 1621 


[Archives of Ontario, Crown Land Papers, Conespondence, Memo- 
anda, and Reports on Lumberis] 


aniton 30% Apel 1821 
sie 

have the honor 10 inform you that Ihave made two Journeys t9 
‘Seymour in compliance with Your ltr ofthe 8° stant relating the 
‘inter eat in that Towauhip by persons unauhorsod and have seized 
the Same—smounting to about Si thousand Pipe Staves—ve thou 
Sand feet Square Oak timber, and four thousand West India Staves— 
“The last mentioned Staves are of litle valve have averted the 
same 10 be sold onthe Seventh day of May pext—but from the Bad 
‘rompect of the market of lumber this Year i comsaguence ofthe report 
‘of ity Being plac om tht artiste—and the scarey of money— wil 
(in all probaly) tender the sle ofthe loner merely nominal-—T 
2 inormed that tas een repesonted to you that T bought the nor 
‘way, cot im that Township Int Year (by way of Speculation) which 
Fepresentaon Tam Bound t0 sy i totaly void of faet—and dictated 
‘by a tubular and vindiedve spuit—foe, leaving the inpropriety of 
sch transaction out of the questo, I would ot have taken the Sd 
‘norway timber, inthe at that twat when sold, even a «present 

"think cat may venture to say tat the fate depredatons commited 
in the Township af Seymour vill be the lst in that Township on the 
score of hrber 

T have the hona tobe 


Se 
"Your Most Obed! 
Jno, B. Robinson Ege Humble Servant 
‘Aay-Geal John Spencer, Shed 


"ee Bc Be N. District 
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44 Satu oF SroueN Themes, 1821 


Archives of Ontario, Crown Land Papers, Correspondence, Memo- 
ana, and Repors on Lumberng| 


Port Hope 1 May 1821 


Dear Sie 

"The Shei ofthis Dist having seized a large quantity of Timber 
hich as been cut oo the Cow Lani, bas even very acral Notice 
‘ofthe Sale of onthe 7 Inst Owing to the Beit tat prevails of @ 
Dury beng intended tobe Inid om American Lumber, I think very few 
‘any Biders wil be found—I therfore considered that it would ot 
‘be improper in me to suggest to you the expediency of some persons 
‘being authorised to purchase the sid Timber ata resionale Rate for 
the Government which eld then be very cay transported to Qushoe 
‘And this could be done rather advanageouly, and at a moserst Ex 
pence, because te peesons who have got out Lumber and inteod ping 
‘ova wih would be very pad to ate sow moce Cribs (they ae 
‘all) to thei Rafe and thereby ensre to themelves Remuneration 
for their Jourey which would have been made at ll Events—My 
Reason for making the above Observations that I perecived a petition 
Ins very lately Bee laid befoce the Imperial Pa, by some Merchants 
intrested inthe Lumbee Trade ofthis Country, which may peeve the 
Enactnent of the Law imposing Reston 

Davi Johns has a large Contract with the Navy for te delivery of 
Lumber at Kingston, and itis possible a great propetion of this now to 
be sold might be disposed of there, in Case of more being wanted At 
‘ny Rite I think Jolie would be safe hand to tke Charge off 10 
‘Quebec. He i poing to Quebec in afew weeks In Case you appove 
‘of thee Remarks you can submit them to the Gov" ot not eserrie 

Be so god as el MeAulay 1 re! his Letter and shall not neglect 
ies Comtente—At present I know of 0 person in thie Distt of the 
‘Name of Wn. Bullock — 

Thope you ae all well 
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(6, Penton oF Wittinst Punoy, Ors Towssinr, > 
‘Ruroxr oF A. MeDoweii, 1837 


Archives of Ontario, Crown Land Papers, 62 (1), “Mil Stes" 


‘To His Exeslency ir Franls Bond Head Knight commander of the 
Royal Hanoverian Gusphic order and of the Prasian Military order 
‘of Merit Lieu. Governor of the Province of Upper Canada &e Se Be 
in Govncit 

‘The Pectin of Willam Purdy ofthe Township of Ops in the New- 
‘cate Distt 

Humbly Sheweth 

“That your Peioner in consideration of His bung & grit and saw 
nil on te Scugog River on lots aumber 20, snd 21. fa the ith con- 
‘esion ofthe sid Township of Ops which was expected to be and has 
been grat public convenience & accommodation but has required 8 
‘very considerable investnent of money and many pevaions by your 
Prtoner, received a grant of said los and other lands amouating 
together 0 four hundred aces and the promise of ting llowed 
‘overow so much of the lands bordering om the water above the eat 
rill 25 shoal be required for that purpose, in order 10 have a con- 
‘enint & advantageous te ofthe mil: tnt the arrangements between 
‘he Goverameat & your Peitioner were made with te Hoa. Plet 
Robinion to wom your Peioner would respectfully refer on the 
Subject that your Pttioner is appecbensive that ules some order of 
sour Excllesey is made, some of the lands necessarily oveomed by 
Sour Pestioners mil dam may be granted “unconditionally: which 
‘ould be no only inconsistent wth the promise made to your Petitioner 
tidhowt which he would no have undertaken ths enterpie bat would 
Sho peevent your Petisone fom using his mall & would prove ruinous 

‘Wherefore your Petitioner prays that your Excellency wl be pleated 
to order that in any pants of soc Inde nBcence fo your etioner & 
is aslns to oreo them may be reserved, so far as may be rquled 
forthe purposes aforesaid. 

"And 3 duty Bouad wil ever pray 

‘Wan Pusdy 

“Toronto 31 Janoary 1837 


With respect tothe Peto of Wiliam Pandy T beg to site that the 
‘Mil Ste rein alluded to was ssgned to the Petoner on condition 
of his boiling a good and sullclent Gest & Saw Mil, whereby the 
‘Setlement in that part of the County would enjoy the Benet ineaded 


by the Govemment in consideration of sich assignment that from the 
‘infdene report inthe Petoners Knowledge inthe ection of Mills 
fn stunts simdar to that referred to in his peiton, he was zecom 
Imendod by th Honble Peter Robinson ak asia ote forthe Mil 
reservation; on which he has since But Mls in every respect adequate 
fo the demand of the surrounding, Countey.— 

would leo state that being in charge ofthe Setdesent forming in 
te Township of Ope I war secenanly sade acquinted. with the 
“ndestanding that exited tetmeen the Pestioner and the Government, 
tnd Thave no Knowledge of any promise of indemnification ss to the 
‘rerowing of any oe apd than those on the Shores of the Skugog 
River i the inmate seighbotiood of the Works, aad then in the 
ands of Government snd for which [believe no patent have iued 
without = protecting classe AI whichis respectfully submited 

‘A. Mebonel 

“Toconto 2 February 1837 


7. PeTMON oF CHARLES BLUE ef aly ELDON ows, 1838 
[Archiver of Ontario, Crown Lands Paper, 62 (1), Mil Stee] 


Unio His Excellency Sir George Arthur Lieutenant Governor & ke of 

the Province of Upper Canada 
“The Petition of Charles ive and oer Inhabitants ofthe Township 
‘of Eldon inthe NewCaste District. 

Humbly Stewed 
That we your humble & loyal subjects humbly request tht our ex 
treme ease would be taken info your Excellency’s consideration in 
Fendering more of Jest ak to building grist Mal i this Township 
tihich fea soqueteredvaley surounded with great ramps and at 
the datance of twelve mies ffom the nighest Mil. providing © pale 
fof millones was grated we should be well pleased and would 
‘manage the rst of the Mil ourselves and your petidoners sin duty 
ound wil ever pray 





don 13 Jaly) George Campbell Job McCatlum 
1838 Dasean Campbell Nel Smith 
Jos, McDonald) Are? McArthur Catia McLaney 


‘arc? McFadyen Ale McEacher Aaichibald: MeCofer 
‘Allan MacEashern Parjohar McEacher Archy MeCafer 
Donald Geom Nall McEachera Donald MeCofer 
‘Arc Camptell Ales MeAlpin John Well. 

David Logan ier Mealpen Peter Smith 
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abe Artie of Conta 
“TRENT RIVER LUMBERMEN PETITION THE BOARD OF WORKS, 


Dancin Mactachern John McAlpen Agus Fergeson 
Nick MeFarine James MeAlepen Alex Ferpson 
Edward Maden Gibart McAlpen Ach! Stewart, 
‘Winn Mitchel Duncan Melnijre Join Stewart, 
Robert Wilamsoa Angue Melatyre ——_D, Cameron 
‘Malcoim MeEschern Andrew Mcintyre Duncan 

John McEachem Archibald MeDugald_"MeCoruordale 
Donald Camptell Donald MeDogald Ieee Ferguson 
Tames Frese Andrew MePheron Arch Melntyre 
Donald MeAnhur Hector Grant ‘Archibald Jackson 
Hugh Campbell. Joba Grant. ‘alex* Cutie 

Joba Brown Nei Sith ‘Acchy MeDile 
Joba Brows Donald Grant ‘Alex’ Ross 
‘Malcolm MeArthur James Ure Duncan 

Rosrick Grant Soin Anderson ‘MeCorquodsle 
Alex’ Grant Donald Anderion John McCoequodale 
‘Aviad MeArter Ales Angeron James McLachlen 
Sohn Mines ‘Alex’ MeDonald——Willam MeLachen 
John Meinyre Edward Mather Archibald Spenck, 
Peter Camptell Walter Pepper Archibald Currie 
Jolin Campbell —Archd Sincir John ay 

‘Aiee Campbell Angus McLeoud —Archd Ray 
‘Archibald Campbell ‘Thos. Dunn Colin Rey 
Malcolm McEshnie John Mahoney “Hugh MacEachern 
Dugal Meine Tames FisSimane acon. MacEachern 
Robart McKay Robt Rigland Donald McFadyen 
‘lw Campbell John Ringland Giber Kei 
Duncan Campbell Robt Rigland Junior John Smith 

John McArtiar Donald McOusie James Campbell 


48, Tur Quease Taemex Trane 
(4) excenor vnoM LETTER OF HENRY FOWLDS TO Hs SON, 185 
[im the Posesson of Mr. Helen Mart, Hastings] 


(oehee 25 Jane $1 ese James 


My five Dram got down 
in Safety Saturday afternoon the weather eal landed 12 deans fa 


ciarstesrien BAM eat Bl ett 
ES Sicdas Gt ks oe nee 














Gitmours Booms containing three of Adam Earkeants gatherd timber 
nd 9 dram of Charles Tovnsends Mine with 3 deans of Glchits 
Was to have eon It at Mr Wallets we Ly fa out i the de wate 
there being a large Otava Raft between us and the loading Pears And 
finding that 1 was expected to bring the timber to the litle River at any 
rte intl Sold T thought I might Save time in dooiag so at once I could 
‘ot bargain in Montreal with the Agent forthe Lumber Merci left 
them 210 to put ae in Parade Boor and thought I should o beter 
‘low But ss mistaken every Boat i inthe mit of thei earvest and 
swat forced Yo go over to Point Levee to try the limber merch again 
where She had gone to take in eoal and agreed for £8 15%. om Sanday 
‘momming about light it blew heavey draging the Boat and tosing the 
finer mach bat they lest none And got in themes freed from the 
Boat Todiy Monday Ihave got £250 and paid of the hands honesty 
and. [think fy without any grumbling 

“Timbers een Sld as high 7 p fot trom samples in Shing 
cede but measured off cannot say what T wll get persps 636 and 
10% for Fim More at been gotten fo ite larger a say 11° Soot 
of Scft & Rosi after would like to have i for 6 perhaps 63 bat 
have not hod oppertniy of judging its valu wil ry tamoerow 

‘Henry acode 215 more than I sent hin and must ty and vod i 
forth Twi be mey come with the fst Tow in ei lated tis 
fin god snd wil sell much bauer And hy’ il means steal thead of 
the ret for which porpoe has tet him 3 Snilewhich f absolutely 
eeu. Iyee* Mr Crooks ete and acopted hs peeposal of 27 May 
‘sith the provio that the Board af Works allow the ue of the waste 
try forthe purpose of oblaning thei permission for tht parpose 1 
Ive wrote James Hall try an efere theme to Me Crooks for ex: 
Plan Task £5000 to dtver 100,000 of hardwood 100,000 of pine 
{nd say 25000 1* &2¢ Del next year in market E. Busi sys enquire 
1 Henry who says he wil take tnt concoderation a thee i 90 Paste 
Paradis & Anderon will shordey pve me an answer I elev T shal 
sett from exter 

Trot Crooks tht 1 would pref his allowing the operation at 
‘Ceo to be suspended forthe present ab T wished Miler wo fais the 
‘work epun as Tsbould choose and by i the mates for hat parpove 
Inve» Temperance goes had. I dik only som cordial iis too 
‘Sok! or Spruce hear besides i sapress with me ae wel as Soda water 
‘And dink something Tmt tly T am payine for nothing 

“Henderson ad his timber Better than Int year load ut the best 
of some of the Cabs i in the botom, all hb taste fs however much 
ter than Int years foreman & Henry speaks truth when he says he 


‘ns no tse at ll bot crowded and careless losing wl not sll «rat 
‘A Heavey Blow an storm of Rein has done mich éimalge ete 
(9 Sunday morning 2 rafts the propery of an Otway lamberman elle 
‘ns oon wrecked io singe pisces above Cash and ater 
‘Wood & Pore yng outside Boor has sutlered And thas tuned out 
‘very fortunate that care wes taken of oars on Saturday night or we 
‘would nor coud po have escaped I wil do all ean to bury the Sales 
‘of hats here and ge timadatly measured And wil ot lst sight 
‘of Heney wil wet him imadley The Boia forthe Lake Steam Tug 
shoul be got upon the Novelly principle And the Engine ought to be 
ad i the States with a moving eilender sod oectatng valves which 
fe cated by the motion of the ellender hanging ait dss oa inions 
Ppestaves were invariably made from blue oF white oak, while 
like the knobs of cannon, 





Henry Fowlds 


(b) rowins's oFFeR vo DELIVER TIMBER IN QUEBEC, 1856(7) 
Um the posenion of Mrs. Helen Marra, Hastings] 


hereby ofer Metra Giese & Co? ofthe City of Qucbes to place 
in Willam Walkers Booms of tht Cli in or belore the Mouth of 
‘Aogust nest Square timber Spars of Red pine & White pine Mast 9 
the Amount and alue of Nine thousand pounds and over at he fllow- 
Ing valuations 

‘White pine @ 6)4¢ pe foot 

Red plac @ 7K," —" 

Him finber @ 98" * 


Wit ine ir ver Mat 20.15 cc 


‘and pay thom 5 pr C! for Sales nd guacenee requicing them to give 
their eter of ©" to the Moaucal oe Comercial Bank to acoept paper 
fran on them by me payable by them maturity in Quebec tthe 
“mount af Five thoveand pounds Carency dawn a allows 
"£1000 ia Dee" next, 
1000 in Jan? next. 
000 in Feb next 
1000 ia March next 
1000 in May neat £2000 coming due i Jone 
£2000 coming doe in Joy 
1000 coming due in August 
and to pay the raft hands on placing the ett £1000, 





9, Tanta Saunas TitRER rROM STURGEON Lake T0 QUEBEC, 1849 


(Yoh Langon® Early Days in Upper Canada: Leters of Sohn Lang 
ton (Toronto, 1926), pp. 201-9} 


une 18th 1849 


(Our lumber ater all sorts of ups and downs, sometimes geting easly 
through bad places and being awflly detained at easy ones, is got 10 
Peterborough at lst, with the lose of only four sticks Tet behind and 
avilable for next year and one splled* Asap iusto af the uncer 
‘in freaks ofthe Goddess tht presides over amber may mention that 
we had to bad sticks, a crooked one and an unsound one, which we 
Ineant to leave behind, but lke te ote inp we never could pti of 
them. The eroked went over everything wihout touching and reached 
Peterborough hee it ly exposed to public view to our confusion and 
‘dspace, one whole month before it was joined by it fellows. The 
Sound one fomed the foundation of siost every am inthe river, end 
‘ven after twas et into parts pertinaciously annoyed us all the way 

My Sint existe of the cot down to Peterboroagh was £2 or £2.58 
pe Sc, but Ido net think they have cost more than £1,105 or #1 

1S at farthest £1 move will cetinly take them down to Quebec. 
‘What they wil fh there iis imposible to find ou. Nobody wil ll 
‘eho knows, and very few know anything aboot that decrpion of lms 
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te. knew rl lat yer of seventy, of which the twenty best old for 
£3; and we heat on good authority thatthe owner was ofeed £5, 
10 forthe est this spring. Now we have very few a bad a his best, 
‘nd [have a pointed out one oe two fours which they say are worth 
4£20 or £25. This foks well bul per cones {earned rm te manager 
‘of one ofthe larger lumbering fms at Quebec thatthe annual demand 
‘seniy for about 2,000 pices and that their hose i concerned in about 
1.800, bat be adds that there is alvays a demand for such sticks as 
seme of ours which he sw, and T doa think he saw our best. 


10, Rentviscences oF Ronse Hatnsox, Aspio081 Towns 
(Ceterhrouoh Daily Evening Review, October 27,1902] 


‘Being at this time engaged in vaious branches ofthe tier trade, 
‘ur practice was to mulnete the square pine, load, all hat it would 
float wth pipe staves (which were then in good dentand fr he West 
da trade), take all down the rivet and sell owt at the Trent, and in 
thse respects our efforts were almost aways crowned with sexs 
‘These event ook place i te tits, and even then money as gaine 
{ng a wide and better cgcolation; the pulse of Colonial fe was making 
‘elf le with airy replar best i the hearts and homes af falls fat 
removed ffom the cette of, pothaps more active, yet certainly not 
‘more forcefel thought that Insped the Teading minds of those com> 
‘monies that were rapidly and permaneny ining the shores of the 
rater waters 10 the sath 

Tn the easly das the Hinber easly obsinable im Asphodel was of 
ret sine, and very much of was ofthe nest quality, Let one oF to 
Instances inthe expeience of the narrator be her ited in station of 
the foreolag statment Sort aller the erection of Walkers MA we 
sree ena laking our sags on the high sandy edges a mule west 
Sear, Known as ‘Walker's Mouniaiss, when fom a pine tre lle 
bore than thre fet in ameter atthe ground we cut elven tae 
foot saogs; the top end ofthe top Tog was a fot in diameter, and 
sowing but few shall kts. This was in 1882. On another occasion 
te look oat 8 mast fre Lot 15, con 4 that measured one hundred 
nd twenty etn length, and had 3 dimer of fort inches t what 
‘ins Known atthe rt pariner which, im that instance, would be the 
“tance of fry fst from the er one-third ofthe entire length, The 
Jaegst pce of square timer ever taken out in Asphodel wes cut om 
the west Half of Lot 12, con. 3, by the men employed by Foley and 
Grover of Norwood, The stump of the tree, where cut, was seven fet 


se inces in dlameter, and the pece contained by admeasurement nine 
inunded and sity ele fot of titer. Every snan inthe shanty, cook 
incuded, pot om the pace and danced in res and hormpipes 08s 
face tthe misc of the file for the two miler’ tan betwee 
the shanty abd the landing place atthe forks of the Ouse. The hauling 
se lnding of masts wheat tines very laborious work on the men 
tnd horse, ha, wil spice of eal danger to the lmbs and ives of 
both sistent great to make the work ofthe mast pag lively ex 
ting, and dashing, ing ever surcarsed withthe spirit of daring 
‘snountng to fascination, To command tweny-cwo span of sisted, 
tetive, power hones hitched ts “rd” mastsleigh to preven he 
Tnblty whit coming sleep ridge to bring ‘ack’ asthe mast broke 
‘over the hillests and rasbed headlong towards the valley beneath, with 
Teamsters mounted and every horse ofthe frsfou galloping for ite at 
fal speod: ually on erooked ood, fequaty leaping te “lead-in 
sideways to void being causht and thrown, fy no means the ofc 
ff sinecire, and hat fenished the mumbles experenes inthe Hie 
‘ofthe marator not easly eter imagined or deserted. ‘This moch for 
the road: aow for the landing. Delany's was splendid landing onthe 
“Tent, to mle below Hastings. A long but not to step slope formed 
the north hank ofthe River Trent at his pce. Winter was very rapidly 
coming thing of the past on the octsion in question. The ground 
‘wat tela laid bare ofthe fst-meling snow. The last monster pie was 
yet ning prone lathe mastsoad at the foot of 8 edge where, a neat 
‘ne otock in the mornin, the segh “bil” had given wa. and the 
leigh was jacked Bot thie Tit mast of the season must be landed 
‘ly next morning, forthe ice at Delany's wae fat! Decoming Honey= 
‘combed. Every horse and every avaable man was, a daylight nett 
tmoming, called info requisition. The tcklngs were all made ready, 
find mnt rolled over and the jacked? sleigh tured sight ide up, and 
tight end ahead cnce more. Soon the gant as loaded and again slowly 
‘moving, forthe tasty forty-four men were obliged to test thei frm 
‘uncle and rgd sinew to the utmost. ‘The hilop wes ened the 
Fndreds of broad acres of clearing were passed, the brow of the Tong 
lope to Deaness wat a as reached. The sun was high im the noon 
thay skies and stone with al the brliancy and stenath of hi aly Apel 
‘sor Te fake of the horses were hesving from Tone applied. nd 
Sirens exertion. A ten miniter rest was ten, forthe Work a 
eames forthe past few hours, and the slat had t be roused rom 
Ie sumer agin, as teamaters rinsing forvaed their peeled skis 
fie erence ofthe efort yet io come Before the monster woald Bein 
Iie ead-ong rsh forthe Landing berth of i flows Bait there, 


te clement of extreme danger ly shimmering in we sunbeams, and ia 
te watercoverod and hoaey-combed ce of tht splendid rivet. Soon 
the side were in position and eveything made ready for a sar. The 
‘rsliminary order “uphen up then the command "AU together, were 
responded to very closely, yet very quit, for the men seemed in 
pressed with a ene of unsaal danger fom the ce beneath. Al seemed, 
fssuactely, o become sient, save fr an occasional word of dcton, 
toon changed to fzy urging tothe far aad lead to ‘les the way” 
SS the ocrsonal swith ofthe lead-in on the ley slope or the lank 
ing of the whitieres gains the beet ofthe horses indicted hat the 
‘ase-segh with ts ponders load was coming with an eversocreasing 
‘omentum and carrying destrtion to everything caught or overtaken 
fn the descent Urton Hil, my tsty ietenan, hod inthe mesntime 
<iringly mounted the mast, sumed i far of the cain, and was 
Caroing 2 keen-edpe sivpound blocking axe ia hi hands which he 
‘ed in ew ofa balancing pole. Every horse hal sooa reached the ce, 
"nd all were galloping st the tp of thst sped the mast was well-igh 
flag fom the shore when the fe siden broke under the great 
fain, ad sist, sleigh, and twelve span of the rear horses were in 2 
‘moment, ith tui ier, Houndring inthe mass of broken ce and 
Ginter Ten span ofthe forward horses were jet om sound ie there 
Temained nota ingle moment to be lst, thera all might be lost, 
‘nth i Instantly the command "Cet the Mist Chin’ wan aiven, and 
Fils axe swept down upon ilike a Has, completly severing it at one 
Bow. Then ast as quchly the order ‘eary on the Fad” was fllored 
hy descending whips on the Nak of the orses tht were sil oot of 
the water sn though not another word was spoken by anyone, each 
‘man and horse seemed to work instncely, with wil and ia Tes 
tin tha i requted to tll he story of thee excpe, men snd Howse: 
‘wee all sfely standing on the unbroken ice, ven litle the worse of 
this ei last adventure of the seton Before debonding for ovr homes 
fo the nearby farms. Blue and whit onk, too, was frequently to be 
ound with diameter t the stump of more thon Tory itches, end 
sieht of sity to seventy fet without branch 

'Ar the forest rapidly receded belore the powerfl,wellaimed Hows 
ofthe woodsman’s axe the indotry of making pot and pearl ash was 
{aurodcod in the cighborood of the west ranch of the Ouse by the 
late Henry Fowis: Wheat, to, began to be extensively raised and pre- 
pure for market-aot only at Coboare tut at Keene ad ster pots 
of ncressng interest rice for aain increased with the ever increasing 
‘Semangs Inhor, by hand, became every year Be higher im eet 
faum hands exgely taking wp Tsnd and making homes for themselves; 





{hithreshing beame a tedious, expensive, and unsatisfactory metbod— 
largely owing tothe fact that the chal could not say te eetally 
emoved fom the gai. In the ank condition in which wheat wsully 
‘rein those days heal lt reat quantities of cha own a white 
‘ap! and which was objected fo by the wheat bayer. 

"This matters progressed uni in the year 1843 George Ashe of Cald- 
springs inthe township of Hamilton, county of Norhunbelan,kro- 
‘diced the fst theesing machise—an open eyliner—but it remnined 
forthe late James File, fot 12, con tbe the fist omer of tres 
ingmachine opersed tnd owned inthe township, James Fife, Donald 
‘Cameron, Hugh Chests, and myself were the fist ia the tokaship to 
‘own and work the sping-ooth, hantlit horse-ake, we cach hata 
Purchased one of thonehorse-acx om the sme day of Jay i the yer 
1882. The fist elite steet-spring carriage was brought ito the towne 
‘ship by the late Henry Fowl, then of Westwood: twas thre eat 
family cursus, seat all facing forward, apable of seating ine ul- 
‘grown people, and apparently strongly enough bit o succesfllyextry 
thre times that numberof full grown men ofthe average avoirdupois 
ele. This was inthe year 1830, and ati ist days real serve in 
the township Mr. and Ms. Fowlds, Me. Jas. Fowds and his wife and 
two of thir children, Mis Elizabeth Fowlds nd Mest. Harry and 
“ilia Fowis al rode quite comforsly to stlend vine servi, com 
‘vcted by the nenlyrindaciedminitor, Rev. Francis Andrews, in 
‘Cameron's shoot hous. Shor afer this M. Foss eve the eed of 
tg ace of land and enough lumber to bul the Presbyterian church, 
‘ow standing onthe south-west corner, Int 11, lathe 2bd on, of the 
township of Asphode. For number of years, daring the sntis, this 
church edie was occupied by both the Presbyterians under the pas 
torte ofthe Rey. Francs Andrews, andthe Church of England, under 
the pastorate of Rey. Michsel Angelo Farrar. But, euming © more 
Primitive times, the fit relious services held in the township were 
‘ondicted ty Inman, the Ise John Camron, st his home at Camer= 
‘ons Point. The Indians had, some of them at lest, been converted 
to Chvistanty about this time: but the precepts of the white man's r= 
‘on not being says caved out by him i practice. the Tadans id 
fot aways agree to Be governed by if and although ll were nominally 
Christian, the Inte Jamex Cameron hat frequently tld me of suing the 
elise af the frst performing ots of heavy eating ther bare ches 
‘ety hie clenched ts, and with faces upturned towards the sun, id= 
ting i thre ways and by sort of weird chant or dig, that they 
‘rere either lamenting the lo of thie dead ons or engaged in slenn 
Soe of Sin worst 











Be these things a they my, changed condition of ie, vein kn 
houses instead of wigwams, the Gearing up of te couniry, and the 
‘vance of evan ae eluly proving that the Indian fst passing 
‘ay and oaly at rae and long intervals age they aow sea in the 
"While the work of clearing the land was neces slow ad labor 
ous yeti as not without many pleasing features both as regards the 
‘ature ofthe Work isef—vholesome, though heavy—and the abun- 
ance of good cheer which usualy accompanied its performance, The 
‘common practice among farmer in lering their Inde was to cut dow 
{he timber in fallow of from fen to twsve acres in extent, The undone 
‘rash eas st cut, immed, and carefully laid in heaps, as fa a Pos= 
sible lngihwise, especialy if any consideable quantity of beech or 
‘ech timber prew upon the Id, athe Brak of these Woods, aso 
‘lack oak and buterut, were difcult to Barn when clearings were 
‘all and the seasons wet. Al fale timber oo, was eut im convient 
lengths for loswing. which was usually fom sixeen to ten ect 
the underrushing progsesed. A good chopper invariably fllowed the 
terms ofan excellent, though unweten aw pertaining o land-deatng, 
thick may be bete briefly stated; that 0 say, underbrosh, which 
Included all young trees of four inches and under atthe ground, were 
1 be cut at aot more than thie inces above the sufece all les 
tier excep such as would make elher pipe saver, square timber, 
Sv logs or fence rl, was oe ct ito Logging lenge athe under 
‘rushing proseded and an sere in extent of sich chopping wat, by 
common consent alloted tobe a fair days work fora pod axe-man, 
Pipestaes were Invariably made from blue of white oak, while 
scare timber and vawlogs were tually et from white ot yew pine, 
iting the timber cielly in demand ay sen lumber of square imbet 
titer for home se of fronie market. Fences were de fom all 
“arietes of oak and pie, and from white and black as, chery, buter- 
ut, grey apd rock elm, cdar, basswood, and even red Beech, maple, 
and black biech wore usd for making fence Tals when other more 
Sitable Gnber could nt be obtained in sullen quantity. within he 
limits ofthe fallow to enclose with Seal fence wit looks end 
fider Timber suitable for fence raik whether were fallen ter 0 
that which was cut down in shopping fallow, wis not eat ito the 
‘ordinary twelve fot rll lenis, © even cut of where the tee Was of 
ho farther use for rails forthe very good reason that fs cut of the 
fn tre wold in all probublty be greatly damaged if not ently 
Adstryed by fe inthe work of ening ofthe Bes, lly done i 








‘May or Jue. Land clearing was somtimes done by contact, but a8 
rule by te eters themselves, andthe chopping abd loging was fre 
‘quently done by ees which the men would collet for a eadis of 
‘ne to tc of four mies Five en formed 4 pang of loge, ene of 
them teing a teamsir in charge of his yoke of oxen. A fallow often 
ces was staked ff into one ace paces and when a tcamster and 3 
ang got thir ate logged the day's work was by common consent at 
fn end with that gang. I however, any gang xhould have fallen upon 
4 ples of bd forte inthe way ofan extra heay trough asthe se 
pels were called, his mre founate comrades as ale assed him 
{or Sinih, Severe contests for who would have his haouph completed 
fest often oscured, yt owiag to dicaltics io tinber or the natre of 
the ground in the various Uoagh the Best men and best oxen id not 
inal eases sueeed in beng ist done. After the days logging was over 
Sports were wsly engaged in sich fot races, leaping, valing with 
the pole, and wrcilig, and the Township ot Asphodel produced in 
‘hose days not few rae champions he ine of atlete sports well 
asin the safer and more permanent resus obtained from clearing the 
and of timber and sobsequeat tillage ofthe so Severe contests would 
tke place at arm rasiags, no ony es 1 which side would seal their 
victory sid clam thee Lanes dhouah thle having thle pat fst in 
postion and pinned down, but the contest would often be continued 
“nil ihtal nthe mater of hei sports. The peeonal experiences 
‘tthe nseatr in tao or three instances inthe above connection ms) 
be related ere in evidenoe of the ator and extent of thefts some- 
times performed at harnrasings. On the day of the ring the fist 
frame burn 09 the Robert Humphries homestead the msrator was 
‘horen captain on one ide and victory was wrested from hie opponents 
‘vith tong odds in placing te plates: The chers of the vieors were 
Inet bythe vangushed with the retort that the vitor’ captain wae 00 
tnaly wed opin hi ffrts to win succes 1o be capable of enzaping in 
the athletic spot tat were to follow the eretion of the frame. This 
tras callenge of no mean order in the estimation of one who Bas 
never toon Baten by his fellows in athletic ices. 

“The prone was ao sooaer fang down om this 3s on every ote 
occasion than it was picked op BY the nareator, as the victorious side 
[St mater of hone as howd to metal challenges from any quarter 
Whsever At that tine Me. Hamphries owned span of handsome 
Maple prey bores that stood sixteen hands in height. This etm fad 
teense inhaling the tinier to convelent places forthe men to ft 
and place i tgsther in hens, sd when the fain const began the 








team of horses was left standing on a smooth, grassy plot 2 few rods 
<dstantWhea the vangisbed eapain ofthe barn-asing called out his 
‘alge in ables i was instal responded to by the nro who, 
{troming of his roundabout jacket, clad out: "Here then, for leader, 
land with arom of twenty fet in log cleared he landed safely his 
{eet onthe furthers of the dappled greys and othe side, the feat bing 
thus done on evel ground. The aartate, in company with the Tate 
Rober Stele and others, frequently performed feats at barman of 
‘walking from opposite pats tothe end rafter, there lock arms, make 
2 rightaboutface, and rerun to te staring point 

eas of slack and tight rope walking, wreting, vaulting with the 
pole, leaping, iting est weight, ec, were the ual sports engaged 
In by the young men ofthe days and few serious acidents of any 
nd atended their performance. 

‘One good result that followed was to be found inthe fac that 16 
‘ngage in such sports tended to draw the attention ofthe younger men 
from the we of arent spits and directed tei minds and thee physical 
coetgis into beter channels 


11, RanLy Minis 1» Perzxsorovon ax Victon Courertes 


[Directory ofthe United Counties of Peterborough and Victoria for 
1858. (Peterborough, 1858), pp. 64-8) 


Scag’ Saw Mil: Thos Seawigt, Proprietor. Stated on out of 
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reteneig”Mil"Jehe! bresenis, Proper. Stat on te 
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[Sie colge rm of sone forging 

scomb's Min: Joka Holm, Proper, Stusted oe Lot 12 fa 2ad 
Cc Boon Isat, cuts 2000 fet per dy. 

‘eae’ lis Pete Pearce, Proprice. On Lt 6, th Con, Blnont 

Fogo Mil Jame Holtrok, Proper. Oa Lat thin the 8 
(cons Belmont I say, cus 3.000 fet ye dy 

"Narwood Mis FM. Grover, Popistor. ta vila of Norwood. I saw, 
cate 00 feat pers 

“Grover Mile P.M. Grover ropeeor. Abou «mie from Norwood 
1 facts 00 fet pr dy. 

Wesenood Mie Eng & Roxborogh, Proprietor. Vilage of Westwood 
1 Shey Co 400 fot pe dy. 

Evie’ Mis  BEving, Proctor. Lot in 2nd Con. Asphodel 
eo els an 1 up st, cs 13,000 fst pe dy 
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‘ng Tle, and scars Cat 100 foe per ay 
yi Saw SIL Lit 19; don, Dummer ts 00 et» dy. 
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aay, 

Buc’ Saw Mill Lot 8, 9h Cony Dummer 1 saw, 2.000 fet «day. 
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sm cts 2.000 pet dy. 
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thing. Can cae 25,00 feat per 
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Tine iron Mie Fhe, Popetoe sm ets about 2000, 
fee ea 

ost Saw Mie J Jags, Proper, Lat 19 ln 13th Con, Margo. 
1 Sy us 2.00 feta dy 





smo MI Men Evin ad Roxboro, opt, Va of 

‘linge ML Mansy Fowl, Propet, Vilage of Hastings, Three 
un of nen 80 tele bet a 

"Norma Mil: P.M Grover Propo; occpid by 1 P.Lawi. Tw 
sum snes 200 Bl of wat dl 

sna Mile Me Barabam, Pro, Kets, Tre run of sone, — 
250 ‘vl west 

‘sna Mow Mi Thomas Short Pople. This milan exelent 





og suuctre— fied p with all te modern splines for manaae- 
turing rch Bur as fur ron of ont two ot for Sh 
{ty tse The biking ui ted up thom iment Ms, es 
{Ge peeing de cats. is iven by wate pe at forty bose owe 
fine has Boe placed a Ye bling Incas of fale of water Besos 
{he county wort tom 0001000 sr f our ae expat 

ye Mis: Hen & Deane, Propritrs, Situated on Oronaee Ries, 
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12 Ispostaes oF Pereagosovest Cou, 1861 


[thomas White, An Exhibit of the Progress, Poston, and Resouces 
‘ofthe County of Pterboro, Canada West, Based upon the Census of 
TRG; tether with a Statement of the Trade of the Town of Peter- 
thorough (Peterborouh, 18612), p. 229) 
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13, Conoune Meciivies RecuLate Hours oF Worst 
[Cobourg Sta, July 13,1836) 


Pursuant to note, a meeting ofthe Mechanic's and Laborers ofthe 
viage of Cobourg and viinty assembled tthe Common School House 
‘on Monday the eleventh ins, 0 take ito consideration the presen us 
seed condkon and existing usages practised by most Mechanics and 
Laborer in this place as respects the quan of tie required of most, 
of the journeymen Mechanses and Laborers in dally about, and 10 
opt a specie time fora days labor. 


uy ee te tl boy So eee So 
rea chee poem cae 
Ser Semen em 
90) provide forthe old capt of the Newcastle Dat avery Stale cover: 
tan trier sgn aga tr 
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(On motion, Mr Won. Bradbear was called tothe Cit, and C. 
Pomery appointed Secretary. 

‘On Motion, it was—Resoved_—That the numberof hours which we 
row work & nahing beter than domestic Slavery, alogther dero- 
{tory to the improvement of our oral and intelectual powers and 
Progress inthe ars and sciences, and is oa ofthe cis catses of ee 
and ignorance, 

‘Resolved 2—That our coniton connectedty and indvidully in 
‘consequence of past and preseatusges has become matter of iads- 
pensble consideration and concern and we bold ourselves undee 3 
‘Seed obisuion that we wil nt labour more than ten hours for 3 
ays work 

‘eolved 3—That the following persons do form the Commitee to 
draw up regulations to carry the sald tesalaons into eles Moss. 
Jon Helms, James Caanevae, Wiliam Pomery, James Pyne, Robert 
(Crea, Wil Nicol, John 8 Sith, Z, Sion, James Barnet? 

‘Retobied 4tk—That on Friday evening next at # o'clock we meet 
agnin at his place forthe Inspection of the vegulations and the obtaining 
of signatures 

Resolved Sth—That the Baitors of the COBOURG STAR and 
[REFORMER be requested t inset the above proceedings. 

"Afer which t wae moved thatthe Chairman do leave the Chl, 
tnd Me. Hela tke te same, when a vote of thanks was pase 10 ho 
(Chain for his able condact inthe busines ofthe evening. 

W. BRADBEAR Cisienan, 
Signed, C. POMERY Secretary 

Cobourg, July 11, 18362 
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VIII, COMMUNITY LIFE: LAND BOARDS, QUARTER 
SESSIONS, POLITICAL LIFE 


iE SOCIAL contols under which civilized community life is 

‘possible are ilstated jn ths Section. No. 1 gives the names 
snd lots of the earliest setlers in a “fron” township, of jnterest 
hete since many ofthe inhabitants along the Lake Ontario shore 
held important administrative oces bath for the front and rear 
towne, and were concerned ia developing the region. No. 2 
‘contains the minutes of an eatly Court of Quarter Sesioas. One 
‘ofthe etllest efforts to control the sale of liquor i shown by 
the licences listed in No.3, 2 type of licensing that became i 
teasingly extensive asthe years passed, for a tavern was often the 
nucleus of seftlement, No. 4, an itom from proceedings of the 
[Neweastle District Land Board, indicates that much of th settle- 
tment of rear townships was directed feom Amabest, ia the oust 
fof Cobourg, which was the administrative centre of the District 
ftom the early years ofthe ceatury, when the ste of Cobourg was 
‘cedar samp with one or two log shanties. No. 5 describes the 
proceedings of a township meeting, accounts of which are rare. 
TTo ilsrate pois and election, with resulting riots, are the 
several ems of No. 6. 











1, Fast Serrisns, HaLoouN Towns, 1796 
Archives of Ontario, Crown Land Papers, 79 (8), Neweaste Disrit] 
[A intl th amescf the nb have ake Lots in he eon of HOLDIMAN. 
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2, Counr oF Quanta Sessions, 1802 


[Archives of Ontario, Municipal Records, Minuter of Quarter Sex 
sions, Newest Disie] 
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‘Sipe, un rata, Ese Jones and Raja Mark Js four sd 
‘Sitercign Lr the King Aig tong te Pree oto nd Deets ao 
Uehara determine dr die trons an er Mideast 
‘Sit Duar commit 


“The Swuioa oon and she Coma ofthe Peace rend The Sheri 
ret he lone Grad Jer 





Jeet Merman ‘atan Bey 
Jeet Parker (ios Dan 

in Spencer Seen Hare 
‘avon Grey ‘Nathan Barta 


Sonthan Geey Tinker a 


Robi ts Craper Winters 
oon ely David Feu 


‘The Court of Quarter Sesion 11 Janary 1804 
“The Gr Ju ound the foi nce 
* ) Foran Aaa and Battery 


) 
) A Bach warrant elt take he Dende, 
Jeroiah Beaty) 





Das Lightrt) Fora Rt Am an Battery 
rane Ligtar) France Lihhrt commited the Cnty ot 
ac Liphtbart) Shi ana Bench wart td ke Rack Pee 
ste Ligon} Lidar 


anit Lighthare appears and i hod by the court in Recgsizance 
contol for hi pyran a he nest Court of Cuare Sens held 
andr te Deke Vin 

‘Thay Cont) 

3 tn wen fe Panda 

Aug Baste) 
tae Shy ney Sith by ace Sih, George Shaky iin Bold 
hd Nene Ke the sun of Twenty ee Found ac condoned le that 
Spyearmes atthe ore cout Quner Seas to giv evens ot fh at 
Sercned Taco 








‘The King) For Robbery om the pon on the Highway Fran 


cad Lipheart ting pret in Court ie commited tthe 


Fran Light) Costly ofthe Sherif, aot procuring aay Dal fo Be 
eparance a the Aer Sith, Le Sih Tce Sth ber hie 
‘tba Care Sante Wiliam Soran and Now Kor inthe sum of Twenty 
into for the Disco Neweare give eigence on bal fe King 
‘Sie the ud Franc Uighur 











‘Ore tat he next Court of General Quarter Sends on Haldia. 


‘Toe Stns ature the 12 Janae 6 





1" ANNUAL RETURN OF THE INHABITANTS OF THE DISTRICT OF 
“NEWCASTLE tr the year 1508 





Chien 
Male Fama 

Towmige Men Wonen shore ander shove onder in ach” 
Wyrm Heyes 6 Te” Torehin 

Moray “on 2 me 
Combe me 
Hoge a ed 
Bey 2 om 0 & 2 om om 
ck es Pe * a we 
Datingue 1S not om 
Tol wa 








12 GENERAL ACCOUNT OF RATEABLE PROPERTY DISTRICT OF 
NEWCASTLE Ta 











Agree Amant Anwunt 
c 





258 persns have the flowing property ‘sfexsh ot 
‘ice Valuttn Rate 

gd fea 
‘eves ened end exo} ai 6 ST 
Acres feat and me new” a a 
Hoe of yea and upwards 1m sm" 268 
One of 4 yar and upwarde ws me sae 
Mach Cows wa” 686 





owas ia Town a ocr 





ou in he Coty 2 feces 2 wr 
Town Lote 1 oo 

Nol enine fone yar and years = lS 8 
Merstan Shope 1 om as 
Teves 2 mr we 
Gallon cotinine mmr a 


Toul awe 8 





3 (a). NeweasrLe Dismcr Liquor Licences, 1818-1819 

[Archives of Onur. The following lst & compiled from “Schedule 
of Licences ised upon Sis, Inecpers and Shop Keepers for the 
Year commencing onthe sith day of Jaary 818 and ending the filth 
“dey of Fanary 1819 Both days inclusive. The Ut is signed by Elias 
‘ones inspecor for the Disc of Newcastle 





Aratecpers ‘Thomas M. Spang, Haldimand 
‘Tomer Powers, Darlington Joseph. Lo, Haldimand 
ee Cr {Thome Hate, Hae 
Timoty Kita! Manton Shop Reepre 

Job Grover, Haldimand Monje & 50 German, Hamiton 
‘Goorge Siem Darnglon hn Dus Sith Hope 

Souape A ec. Cramate Cs Bites Mea 


Besmin Yoong, Sar (Shc Foor Hope 
‘Taema D. Sanford, Crmae 


Divito, Mary 








Join Dro Si Maray ‘ile 
ba Sion Moray Josep Kear, Cramabe 

‘Smut Peter, Hamion ‘Ave Herts. Hope (0 ss) 
‘Siler Hose, Cramabe Barnabes Blacher, Hope 

Sood Chow, Hope skim Barham’ Halimand (20 
IB Muray sil) 

Je Bivps Tadd Sumit! Gri, Hope 

Stremiah Wood, Cramabe Hey Rattan Haldimand 

Peta Soper, Hone Deed ohne Marry 


(Gyo en Mares 


3 (b). ReouLaTions row IvscenPens, 1818 


Archives of Omario, Municipal Records, Quarter Sessions, New 
cue Dire 


“Tobe ober bythe Ianespey nthe Distt of New Castle mae a 8 

‘General Semon of the Peace forthe sad Distt oa Monday the 26 

‘Disember Tsay im puraance of te State i that Cat made and Pro 

{STi a0 wis or Spiraous iquors sall be sald to any Sabian or 
Taha fie spective Town or Townstpe for whist sch an St 
{eemed on the Saath Dy, Tevet of a ecigton esol 

2 That wis or Saou Hqurs shall be Sold tay person oF 
enon» aller Ten O'uek at sight™"Travlers expe, 

a Thar Gaming sal not be alowed on any corasoa™ 

‘Te That no Innkope sll have les han Three eset Bods inhi House 
Torte aceemedaon of raves Sl 

‘0 That no profane Seng. or immodest or soya ong o Tale hall 
Te tlowal on any pros, snd ian aender prove erin, the In 

‘oo Tha ery Innesper tt tke particular nos, tht the cle in 
esl Sh pest 4 Comnaiw jl fe cy coo 











‘eT every keeper shall at ll tmes provide proper atendace, 
Parr for Teeebes Hons, Bates ko 


By order ofthe Cour 


B. MG. Ropes 


44 Paocesoies oF me Lasp Bouno 1 naz Dstaict oF 
Neweasnis, 1619, 
Archives of Ontario, Crown Land Papers, Vo. 7 (4), pp. 3 #51 


Aa ming Ld rd el fe or How ae Top 
oMmecae leer 
"beh How cmen 
rn 
Eis Rag, ne | 
‘District of Newcastle of the age of twenty one years, produced proof of 
hen 2 Sasi at apelin ae 
TASES ee Rae ne Pe 





2 Nathaniel Abbey train the Slate of New York, aged Fons fe yours, 
cme nto ths Proving twenty aoe year apm asd baie Sve th 
ister drew any Land in te Province und having prod! prot 
hah eh dy drag the ate War, and ating ikea the Oath of 
‘Aegance alowed to acts the Nort prt of Lat No Tia the tid 
onsen of the turatip of Sesh. 

2 “bie or a Ue Cha et nny pay, ing 
lion he Ost of Alegiance i permite Locate the South al of 
{Ear umber nthe econ Condon ofthe Yowmahp of Sih, 

4 "Sogn arte tor ithe Site uf New Yor, aged twenty thee year, 
tus seni i Province Teeny-one yeu and ving dome i day 
‘iring the iat War ang having token he Osh ot Allepsnce permed 
{© Lote the South ball of Eat No 4 inthe sod Concent ote 
‘Township of Smith 

5 ‘Michel Simmons of Hamilton, bora i the Site of New York, aged 
strsy year oun in thie rownce ten yar and having done ity 
uring the inte War ad taken the Oats af Allepance is permed 0 
iscwt the Wert ade of Lot number Five fa the tid concen a 
“Township of Sih 

6 TMlzhae Sweciman an Earn, oem in trans, aged twenty. thee 
ears een inthis Pownce nary to yar, never Se ad 
Eoin utente Oth of Alastancetallowes ttn the Bat half of 
Lochs ete Conceton ofthe Township of i 

17 ‘Rlched Cara beni rand, Agel 26 ear cme to this, Province 
stout vo esr age having taken the Oath of Allepance, i sowed 0 
ie the En balf of Lt amber teem he thie Conse ofthe 








jet twenty si years, bora land been ia hie 

rovine to seu having taken the Oath of Alegane i alowed fo 
{Locus Wee hitof Lat number te nthe thd Consion of the 
TTowtip of Sch 

19 “Thomat Cave. seed twenty Ge yar, torn in Irland bun i this 
province ove Year brving tak ihe sain of Alepance alowed 
Ticwe the Noth od of Lt number four in the second Consion of 
the Toast of Smith 

10 wim Andrew age twenty tno Jers Benin end came nto thie 
‘rovins few Sayin, avng tag the oth of lepine lowed 
te Lact the Ea bal f ot number eg in te fourth Coosoon 
the Township of Smits, [Canceled] 

1"jumer MeCoonl aged try ibe Yea, bom ia and een fn thie 
Proige ut hfe das, hing pasert fom te Brith Com a 
‘Now Wark and having taken the ouh of Alleges, i alowed to Lost 
‘he South half ef Lot sumer inthe fourth Concnion ofthe Town 
‘Rip ot Sih (Cancel 

(Signet) D-M Roger 
ha Jones 
Icha Bore 


5. Procespios oF Town rer, Pexey Towsstte, 1828 
[Archives of Omari, Municpal Records Group, General Correspon- 

dence of Cero} the Peace} 

< Percy Jeny 20 1505 


"mis Serves to rpot 1 you Jou se] ofce tata own eting Hel 

atthe howe of Jon Spc on Monday the # isan fo he Tosenipe 

it Pecey and Seymore he flowing apo wete ale Got) ot te 
Mas Cryderman 1 
Php Wasron 


Soto wil 

Joho Bowne 

Waar Robina } 
\ 
| 


‘rela Wo 

ih Wales Ta Wines 

[All hogs etepig Hours over 25° Weight 1 he fee commons 

‘Xo arty hore or eat Toran a ge 

Se 

hg leave to sae that Ihave never before td ses of thi oe 

szpinted lor me todo coneguemly aly Hera apd wae hl 
‘SE incuba! on me to report the pocedingr of town mecing 2 
‘eeie dy aed Cas oaly sow that wae Soenstea tome by nelghbowt 
{harmed atin or nt hating done Sooner top however Dat hi 
wil come to hand time enough to stoner porpae art am aby wig 
{olds ie aus onjaed me without ping foes 


Pound Keepers 





se 
respestaly 
your HM Sere 
Ssephen Compo 
"Town Cle 
6, Pourncs 1 mie Entree Tumis 
(2) rouimes: nit 18 ponr Hore, 1832 
[Cobourg Star, August 20, 1832], 
Anat of those disgraceful scenes whic have so feequaty of Ite 
dsturbed the peae ofthe neighboring village of Port Hope oscated 





thereon the 18th instant, the parulars of which are most shame 
TW scons Ht on tht day a numberof persons assembled together with 
Banners, gons, sword, pistols, axes, nd a drum, and paraded the 
‘tect, yeling and shouting ike so’ many demoas, and hissing and 
[prounng at all whom they regerded 2s opponents. As to be expected, 
row took plein the course of which a toe or some other weighty 
Ise was thrown with but voleoe at Me Jom Crawford, which, 
fHnkng him on the ces, ified 4 very sevious and pant injury. 
"The persons engaged in this outrage are repreated 36 having been 
instigated to thee laslss course by Mr John Brown, the member for 
‘Durnm, who estate to have encouraged them, person, by eapping 
‘of hands, ee, One tory always good tl anther be heard, and 
‘etefore we tong recommend ou reader to suspend thei judgment 
‘pon this matter ll Mr Brown's explanation shal enable thes to form 
corey 





(8) seweastus oesmcr ELECTION, 1834 
[Cobourg Star, October 8 and 15, 18341 


‘Oar eleton commenced on Monday lst at Sully. and never since 
‘we have lived in Cobourg do we remember an event which as oceae 
Shned such universal intrest. The whole town, in fact gems to be 
‘ection mad. Horses, casags, abd wagon, each with their med of 
over, are rating about in every dieeion, to of from the see of 
Retin; whe the ware bugle and the banners of the diferent cand 
fates, wth the cers of tet ends, complete the sprit of the scene. 
as. Gray Bethune, Es. was he fst candidate who addresed the 
icctors He spoke for upwards of 80 hoots with 9 ene and l= 
‘quence that cetonihed even his warmest ends. But it was when he 
Eine to refer tothe immediate interest of tbe dstict of Neweasle 
{hat the sympathy and feelings of is auditors were most semsbly 
roused 
MMe McDonell next brily addressed the estore, asuring them, 
shou he obtain the honor of thee sleton, their welfare and interests 
Should ever command his warmest advocacy and rezard. (Cheer) 
Dr. Gls, diseaiming any pretensions to oratory. requested per~ 
nision to read bis sentient from 4 paper which had been prepared 
{or the ecason; we earnestly hope not ty the worthy Doctor himel 
"or Conger, the fourth and lst candidate, next stepped forward nod 
elvered a recarkably nest sed pevtient address with reat Mucnoy 
fe conestness the leading character of which Was Radial reform ia 





alls branches, and 90 Baneful Dominaion—but at the same ime no 
Separaion—also voting by ball, sboiion of primogeniture act, eee- 
tion ofthe council, 4. but no republicanism! 

The poll cert, Mr. Crafton, being sworn, the elector now came 
forward to give their votes, which a the reformers had mustered their 
chief stength and taken early possession ofthe ed, wile but a few 
‘of Messe, Bethune and McDonels tends had yet astved, st fist 
‘tea rathcr agaist the ater. The very ist vote ite, however, augured 
tell, Seng a plumper by Me. John Heard for James Gray Bethan, 
Eq! At the chee ofthe poll the fst day the amber were Cilehrist 
179, Conget 71, Bethune 39, and MeDonell $2, showing 2 majority of 
30 in favor of the reformers. The nextday, however, tld a diferent 
tae, aller a hard days pling the mumbers being Bethune 177, Me~ 
Doll 167, Gilchrist 127, and Conger 115, being 50 majority for the 
Constitutional side. At the close of the contest the number 00d 
‘hus: Gichst 602, MeDonell 98, Bethune 72, Congee 486. 





(6) nuneLLoN nor AY KAM, oTONANEE TOWNS, 1857 


[Archives of Omari, Municipal Records Group, Quarter Sessions of 
the Newcatte Disc, Misclloncour Paper) 


(1) Evidence of Foo Blezord 


Nev Cte} Bete te os TA Serre Babin Sef & 
‘To Wit J Robert Reid tice of her Majesty Justis ofthe Peace 
for ssid Disrict—appeared John Bizzard af Otaabee ia sid Distt 
‘Yeoman who tring duly wor sith That on Saturday the Malia of 
‘Otanabee € Asphods! met to tain, what he Belov was last Saterdsy 
two Clocke 9° Instant he Was preseat atthe taining and afterwards 
tM Pattnons Tavern-—he thinks be may have Hur for the 
‘Queen & the Governor bute has ota dnt recollection does not 
recllect any ofthe Neon Horrayng or Papineae & Mackenzie 


ero ete ree 
Shee R acta Silas 
Sera ate pew emraes 
Bigs toons aso ea pares 
ecioe ae oe eee 
ESh eet gamwgerasine es 














but the evidence of Willi Thoms who his sworn that they id Hera 
for Papineau & Mackenzic may be te Aad altbo he his no dsinet 
‘ecoletion of being Knocked down & severely beaten by John Andrew 
E Rotert Nelson yet he doer not dispute the evidence of Wilam 
‘Thomas who has sor that they did—Witness had drank 3 conse 
able quantity of Beer that day and when he as drank freely his emery 
{s bad-—the morning aftr the allay Witness had a Black Eye and is 
face a pod deal disSgured— 


‘Sworn before us Sohn Bleed Je 
at Peterborough 

238 Dec 1837— 

“Thor A. Stewart 1. 

Edw § Hickson J. 











(2) Boece of tones Kea 
Now cue | Refs Hon TA Sevan, Cheseman Mos, bin 
Towa | Son, ine His & Rote Red fe fet 
Mijss Jats of he gece fo a opened Sans Kaeo 
Cutan Dati Yanan who beng dat svors Wine at 
ec he ing te Main uy te 9 ant was 
prsent iM Patan when ing to pase hd ek 
[rcpiche Bice wos stl by th Nelms cmt sh Sow 
tan) ofthe; Wis took prt wih Bled a thy het 
thee ng Trees hotels any Hay fa Mv Pa 
tenant ths bat fhe owes wat some Haring he 
Sa one ry sane ts Mateo bho sy 
She ty for he Romeo for Puc cr Mahe 
Sitar Wily ie StH Mowe o Clonee hog aon 
tome Dos an pid i for Ov Siig space. 
Sollecd cen 

Tacs Kec 
Sern tee wt 
Pobrcgh 28 Dee 
tor 
The A Swat LP 
aye Hela 


(3) Evidence of Willam Thomas 
New Castle Before ws Hom" TA. Stewart Ephraim Sanford Edt 
ToWit Hickson & Robert Reid Eg’ four of her Majesty: 
Sees of the Peace for sid Disrict—Appeared Wiliam Thomas 


‘Labourer for the fst 0 Monts, 2 resident of Keane in the Township 
of Otanbes in sid District who Being daly sworn depseth and saith 
‘That oo oF about st Satudsy Week 2 meeting fr taining of the 
[Malia of Asphoel & Otanabse took place at Keane sforeski—sout 
four or five © Cock inthe Ev deponent was present in MP Pattersons 
‘Tavern when a number of perions where drinking and geerlly the 
swone of liquor Polticks were talked of and dierent opinions given 
John Blizzard of Otanabee gave a Hurea forthe Qusen& the Goveraoe. 
Joa Nelson. Andrew Neiion & Robert Neon, with some other 
enon deponent doer not Know cred out Honea for Mackenzie & 
Papineau and the said Andrew Nelson atacked Joba Blazard and 
‘war oid by his wo Brothers John & Robert they knocked Jobin Blize 
ard down an beat hie severely—lames Keith interfered in favour of 
Jol Bland and fought in favour of Dkzzard aginst the Nelsons 
Peterborough 28% December 1837 
his 
Wiliam “X_ Thomas 


Sworn before = 


Thor A Sewart J.P) 
Edw 8. Hickson 1) 


(2) Cometion of Andrew Neon 


New Castle |, Be it remembered that on the 28" day of December in 
‘ToWit {the Year of our Lord 1837 at Peterborough i said Die 
trict Andrew Neikon of Otanabee i» District was convicted belore 
te Hom" T. A, Stewart Edvard § Hickson & Robert Rei Et thee 
of Hee Majesys Justices ofthe Peace for sald Distt for that he the 
‘aid Andeew Neon did on Saturday the 9 day of Decem Instant at 
the Tavern of M'= Patron in Otaabee aforesaid, with divers tee 
persons, cae and provoke serious Rit and ray And dy then 
{nd there Commit a vileat assult on Jom Blizzard of Otanabee sore- 
Said And we te said Justices do adjuge the sid Andrew Nelson to 
forfeit and pay on or before the 14 day of Febeuary neat the sum of 
Five Pounds Halifax Currency And als the som of Three Pounds Five 
Shiligs & Eleven pence Halil Curren for Coste of Conable & 
CCoutt~"The ssid fine when recovered to be appropriated. the Law 








det §. Hickson 2. 
R'REd 


(3) Sworn Statement of Wiliam Thomas 


New Caste | Below us Hont” ‘TA, Star, Edward § Hickson & 
‘ToWit {Robert Reid Eg’ three of her Majetys Justis of the 
‘Peace for ssi District appeared William Thomas of Keane of Otosbee 
In said Distret who Being duly sor saith That the persons appeacng 
fore the Magitates in Peteborough a Soha Nelson, Andtew Net 
son & Robert Nelson of Otanabeesfoesid on the 28 day of Deven? 
Ise are not al the same perons who were gully of the iat and com- 
mited the Assit on John Bizard sp sor tn hit examination on 
28 Decent last but One of said persons Andrew Neson was actively 
‘engaged on that occasion in shouting for Papineau & Mackenzie, csing 
the Rit and in assaulting and beating the aforesaid ol Blizard—The 
ter two perons of the Name of Neon he saw acting with Ande 
Neieon on that ocasion are not the same persons brought Before the 
Magisates 





ie 

Watts 'X. Thomas 
mare 

‘Sworn before ws at— 

Peterborough § Jan 1838 

‘Thow A. Stewart JP 

dw 8, Hickson LP 

Wiese 
Carlee Green 


IX. COMMUNITY LIFE: RELIGION 


azar pea of isi vale fond in the joumals of 
A Steboutt sed Church of England dergmen here presse 
tial te they important forthe dale they gi of ely 
‘tie In emote ‘agin, Bats exzaples Of Colas Sa 
tepy they hd a igh ps inthe sal of oe. Tog 
Fae Bnd rhe hep onal hs tvs im Upper Caran 
ts sperory capoctyin the sveniemnnt,oolng sar 
‘open our bln wen conconing the mnktadon ety 
‘Mla Catholic pies inthe Trent Vey. Ocessonal relrenss 
2 fund indenters the fi og church in ownaip wa 
rect whn gave he lan, when an ow the buling wat con: 
Soc, and Sick pit it minkeed toe batting wich 
fight bo taken ws © sama ofthe hepios ofthe oman 
‘tite church nthe ep 

“Ti section appropri opens with the famous hyn com 
pose by Joh Bedheo Seen net Rice Late 








1. Wuiar 4 FRIexD We Have 18 sus! 
By sosern senvex (1819-186) 


[What a Friend we have in Jesus, 
“Al our Sins and gets to Beat, 
‘What a preys to cary 
[venting to God in prayer! 
(0 what peace we often forte, 
‘0 what needless pain we beat, 
[AM because we do not cay 
Evesything to God in payer. 





Sah Taig aay leo in ce Dl ge 
[mon was puted in Peertorouh bu more comple Jubes Clan 
Piel neg frat trv 9 ow Sens 














Have we trials and tempttions? 
1 there traule anywhere? 
We should never be discouraged; 
“Takei fo the Lond in pase 
(Can we Bind Ire 20 fia, 
Who wil al our socom share? 
Jesus knows our every weakness 
“Take ie tothe Lan in paye. 


‘Ace we weak and heay:aden, 
‘Gumbered ith 2 oad of care? 
Precious Saviour, sil our refuge 
“Take it the Lord in prayer. 
Do thy faeads despise, frake thee? 
‘Take i tothe Lord in prayer 
In his arm hel take and shi hee 
“Thou wi find solace there 








2, Exrenimcts or « Metiooise CncUrT-RiDER, 1824-1625 


[The Lile and Tines of the Rev. Anson Green, DD, Writes by 
Himself. (Toronto, 1877) pp. 48-59) 


[1824] MY FIRST CIRCUIT.—1 hod purchased the best young hose 
{coud in the township, got my vade-bap, competed my travel 
Jing out, and was ready for my appointment. 1 ad received no 
intimation fom anyone to wht cat I would prosbly be sen; noe 
had T the lightest anxiety onthe subject. Sul, ad an impression tht 
ould goto the Sauth's Creek Circuit And, sure enough, that was my 
piace. When the Bishop hed fnshed reading the appontnet, the Pre 
Siding Elder came to-me-on the Conference foor and sai, “¥ow are 
‘sppoited to the Sots Creek iret I thank yo, sah jst were 
expected to go. On the morning of September the Th, in company 
ith pleaant young preacher by the name of Gels, T mounted my 
sui steed, wi sedle-ogs and alse well ied, and stated on 
my mission « 2 TRAVELLING PREACHER. As 1 fet the howe of 
Iny dear fiends, Brother and Sier J. , Wiliams ould not Bat doy 
2 ter. Thc kindness to me a atentions to my wants, when Tae 5 
Stranger in strange land, Tcan never forge Thes, with 2 goodly 
‘umber of the young comets, gathered around us athe gate, wept 3 
tne mounted, bloned ay at we Sarid, apd watched us anioud atl 
tne ere out of sight. The moring was fovely. Seldom ha he son shone 
Upon a more charming day or a ceaer sky. Ifthe san inde to, 30d 











the precusr of, my day of mins ti, thought 1, then surely 1 
‘may Took for esa on and cloudless evening, Have had many 3 
Struggle to ting my mind to» goly decison, Ba the stuape Is 2087 
‘vee. Chest ys "You have not chosen me, but [have choses ou, 
nd ordained you that ye should go and ting fort fru, and that your 
frit should remain Ihave no selfsh ends in view. Igo at thecal of 
God and his Church, omy to blag fort rt thar wil remain. Aad no, 
‘avg fay an peeealy buckled oa the armour, Lam que esaved 
ever to cst i olf an the war is over and the victory gsined, or T 
rresive an honourable dcharge. Me Cae has frnshed me with writen 
“authority and decors, and given ie his Bessing. He has promised, 
it pose to give me a year or two at Cazenovia, and L have sold a fo 
ff land and paced my svaable funds a lest in view of such @ 
Sontag 

"A charming ride of twenty-five miles brought as to the eastern iit 
‘of my cicat where we found a sweet home with one of my eieuit 
‘towards, Chas Biggar, Esq The Carrying Place is abovt two miles 
Tong, spd connats the Bay of Quiate withthe lke. On Wednesday 
ad ae appointment at Presque Ile, but Bro. Demos, who was on 
his way fo hi crt, Kindly preached for me. He sid many good 
things, wih searely motion of hie Body, of mach emtion of oul 
“Thursday, he 9th, [PREACHED MY FIRST SERMON in our Church 
at Cramahe, now ciled Cobome, from 1 Peter 4:18. Ud not vente 
inv the pulpit but spoke from the chance. Thad tolerable Tiber, bot 
tras not grey encouraged. On Sunday preached at Haldimand Four 
Comers, from What wil his babbler say scarcely kpew myself what 
he would say, bot he tried fo preach Jesus andthe resurrection. In he 
‘vening, atthe schoolhouse’ st what is now called Graton, fom 
Romans 10:13. Had good literty and was comforted 

‘Sunday, 19), At Hawkins schoot-house, in Hope, from Mathew 
11:25; and ia Cobourg in the evening, from Romans 5:2. Cobours i 
the mame of small vilage of some 100 inhabitants. The Church of 
England is young clerynan hee by the name of MeCaulay. He bas 
{all Chore, the only one in the village, we we preach in school- 
howe. There are two sal stores here, several mechanics, and plenty 
fof taverns. The courthouse and its soroundigs form a smal! vila, 
tore than mile dat. We have a good Church two mies noth of 
the village, with smal log eabia wea it which they eal the parsonage 
Here my colleague to ln, and this ie weally the ead of the eet 
“The Church is respectle: but o, the parsonage! Thurday, the 251, 
preached st Baliore—Mat. 7:7. At'Win. Kelley's the next ay— 
Psalms 40:2. A kd family and 2 good home. Sendiy, the 26th, At the 


parsonage Church in the moming—Col. 3:4; and at Coboury ia the 
‘rening—Rom, 10:13, Thank God fr sacha day: Had mach liberty 
In preaching, for God war our leader. How ensouraging 1 gst sch 
‘Showers of essing? Monday, Sept 271, start for the bush, a distance 
cof twenty ees, oer rouph road, wih plenty of cordoroy bles. Stop 
De Eland preach ina house ast erected both for church and 3 
‘ehoothouie. It had no windows, doors, nor Noor, apd yet we had 
Plenty of light coming through the doorway, and between the logs with 
Wich ic was bull. Our position was a aovel as twas awkward. The 
People st upon the slepers wilh ieir fot angling below. while T 
took another sleeper for my polpt. being my bit 1 took a text 
in accordance with my felngs,—"The world passed away and the 
st thereot, but he that doeth the wil of God sbideth forever” Mach 
‘of my time ha run to wast. I pais me 10 rect upon te litle good 
TThave done. May I be of some service in the fture, nd that quik, 

“Our life a dream; or tine asa stream 

Giies swity away, 
‘And the five moment refuses to stay 


(On the 28th Septenier I stted for the township af Sait, pasting 
‘trough whee the town of Peterboro™ now stands; Put thee ws ony 
‘one howe ther tea, and that one down on the river's bank, git out 
ff my sight. My path vas a winding Indian ral, whore’no.whes! 
feurage had ever passed. 1 was obliged to jump my hore over Iss, 
ide hi through deep snud-oles and begs steams, guided some 
times by marked tres. When I gota short distance beyoad Peters" 
entered cesring wih two or tres log cabins in view, In one of these 
lived + golly olf Yorkshire woman, who received me jytally. Her 
house was covered with ollow logs, halved, and so arranged as (© 
shale ie imate fro the rain and snow, The room wae about fifteen 
by tents fet in sz, snd it served for our Kitch, bedroom, parlour, 
Siningroom, and chorch, Here T preached to a consegation of ight 
ule and wae happy O how thee peopl in the bush vale the Gospel, 
Sn Tove the messengers who dever it them, On Wednoay returned 
{o the towndne, and found my way te the house of Me. Morrow, 0 
(Cavan and preached 10 the test congregntionT found in these woods 
“er, to, I met with an iteliget Irish local preacher Dy the name of 
‘Blacktoek, We ad pood cassmecting, and rejoiced together. Twas 
‘ot suprised to lean that my predecessor, Brother Balin, had lost his 
tray in thse primeval fore, Iwas od hat he tok 3 rons path ope 
‘Sonny day, but night was coming on he fortunately met # man who 





ew him, an acosted hi dus Sur, ands tis you, your rverence: 
pry, whee are you going? Oh, to hunt up the lost sep, says Me. B. 
dade, wel, am laid the seep stand a pooe chance of beiag found 
tonight sins the shepheed heli lost! The poor preacher ts sik 
ries out of his was, but he was kindly. eid tothe litle flock who 
‘were anxiously waiting for him. Thurséy, presshed st Mr, Sbeckle- 
ton's, and on Friday. at Me. Thompson, ia. Monaghan. This lst 
appointment was not om my plan, but Mes."Thompson had met me at 
‘ay appointment on the towne lst Monday, ad prescd me to take 
‘8 apposnient at her house, promising me 3 good congreraton Iwas 
{Bad T went. I found a string family, who were Wesleyan in England. 
"The congregation were perched upon loom ike @ Bock of pigeons on 
tue. Allee preaching, Mis. Thompson related to me the following 
‘mot dhiling event inher own experience, showing how much goed we 
‘ay accompli when or hears are fre 1 doi 

“in England, ak she, we were members of cis, andaccastomed to 
tear preaching every week. When we came to these woods Wwe Were 
tree years witout sxing a minister, Hearing that one was to peach on 
the front, 1 travelled out itcen mies on fot to hear hi. My soul wae 
filed wih comfort, and I begged hi to come othe bush and preach 
in our hoor, promising him tat, i pose, every person inthe twa 
‘hip would be present to ear him, He consented. On the day appointed 
TTzave out fail thee breakfast, and then eat to every house ad pot 
‘pledge that every man snd woman would be present the appointed 
hour, On my way home Isa the wack of «hase in ou Bel, and know 
ing that tote ws no hore in the sctlement I thought must be te 
bore of the mn of God who id come to bring the Gospel 1 out 
forest Is it posible, thought I that afer so Jong famine for the bread 
fof fe, the Une has come at lst when we are 10 ave the Gospel 
preached ia our own humble cab’ The thought was overwbelming, 
{ears cre to my eyes, my heart dhvobbed with emotion, and T sane 
‘upon the ear and kissed the ground on which the horse ad tod 
Shih brought the man of God to our township. I thoapht of former 
tines in Vorshse, and ten and there renewed my covenant with God, 
Pledging mel 10 do all T could to spread the Gospel through these 
forests” 

"This good family provpered in everything: and shitsen yeas after 
ths vt had the lesare of preaching in a comfortable chareh erected 
‘on thse fam, This pious and devoted woman comforted me much, and 
ncoarged me to greater diligence in acts of sel-Senal met oe of 
her sons, now veneeable in appearance, at the Peterboro’ Confrence. 
Hard Inde, most be that heat which would aot go any lengths, and 








make any sec, to preach the Gospel to such a people! If Wesley 
tas ight when he directed ws to go to those who need us most, then T 
‘eas ght in aking up this appoint, aod T left one for my col- 
Teague. While viding hack towards the ont over rough roads and 
through ploomy forts dimownted to rele my hore # ite and 
strech my ow lis by walking, Ieaving my sadle-bags onthe sale. 
Bat the cuning beast proved tcacherous—I had good cause to reset, 
iy Kindness. bad lt the bridle ons neck and wat walking By his 
Sie, when he managed to gt few step im advance. Having walked 
2 couple of miles his way, I Bees to feel weary, and aed my horse 
to wp but be seemed to prefer walking alone, and resolved Io Keep 
‘out of my reach, Wan I walked fs, he increased his pae scoring 
‘When [van e ran—thea off ete my’ bags, which Thad to ear. This 
sppeaied to amuse hin mich, sod 0 ively could induce htt to 
‘it for me. Is i possible, thought that Tam doomed to walk and 
Carry thie burden, throwgh this slay wilderness, all the way t0 Coe 
bourg. In my dsjstion and wesrinest « happy thought came into my 
tind. There is «tog corduoy bide abouts mle abeod, and on that 
ridge I can outrun the cruel best. The plan was Ind and the conquest, 
‘tected; but I eared that too much liberty wat a bad thing foe 8 
hore, while there might be circumstances under which even these 
iserable log bidges might be of service to a taveling preacher. 
Sundiy, the 3d of October. Pesched at Crammahe and at Presque 
‘se. Cramabe & 4 smal village about the sie of Coboury, but thas 3 
‘00d Church, a beter society, and larper congregation, Hiram Merr= 
tan, a fithul undershepher sour leader here. He is very fond of 
‘00d, warm-hearted shout, and, whe he fel well, he can bear his part 
Init with stunning elect. At Presque Ile we havea lage log house for 
‘worship, and an excelent clas. Tames Lyons, Eaq, MPP. i our 
leader, and an eacllent leader e is. Samer Richardson, Ts, bie 
Dbrotherinia, tives near him and isan able local preacher, Dut ie 
intimated that he som ota sires. On Monday preached at Sher 
‘woods and on Tuesday atthe Caryng Place Called onthe Rev. Me. 
Greer, a youre Eplscopel cergyman, who had just setled in this 
vile. Wednesday, code sound the head of te Bay to the: Tent, 
Thence over to Me Younes (lather w the Rev. Wn. Young), and 
preached from Proverbs 8:4. Wednesday, preached at Cold Creck to 
[New setter, bat no las. After s lonely ride to Percy Mile I preached 
toa small congrepton, lea smal ac, and wns entertained by the 
lather af the Rev. Solomon Waldron, of our Conference. Friday, vode 
‘back though the woods towards the float, and preached inthe house 
‘of lea! pressher hy the name of Joshua Webste—aninteligent man 





and good company. Sunday, 10th Oct. At Haldimand and Grafton 
preached on "What wll it prost a man if he gui the whole world and 
lose bis Sou?” A question, ths, of iafate importance, ut easly 
svete. 

‘Monday, the 11th, at Bro. Waite’, back of Grafton. Sturdy and 
Sunday, th 16 nd 17th of October, heard Mr. Case st our Quarteriy 
‘Meeting in Hamiton Church. He i lovable maa; mild 3b St John, 
‘but fim as Se Paul Nota leat, but 8 good preacher His sermons ae 
sot deop, but eflesciows, and we love hin, admire hin, and pay for 
tim. reetved tweny-ve cents traveling expenses, be no uarier= 
tgs 8 my colleague rouired al the money paid into meet his moving 
expenses. We arranged for 1 new appointment at Mr. Bullock's 
‘scibourhood, near the Carrying Place, and another at what fs now 
‘alled Newtonville, about twelve miles wet of Port Hope —snce become 
the head of a ecu Oa the Ath of November 1 preached the fist 
fermon ever delivered at Newtonville, ins log house owed by Me 
Soules, situated on the main road and on the westside of high hil, 
give them a synopsis of our doctrines. One itligentookiag eate- 
sman ejed me closely, and seemed to be carefully weahing. every 
fentence tered. He Make me fora doctinal sermon, ad invited me 
{o vl him at his home, wich 1 id; and this vst fed othe following 
ate of conscience: In acardance with Dr. Adam Clarke's Advice £0 
Young Preachers, Thad resolved to pray wih every family T vst. 
[found this gealeman alone, and as he did not propose prayers Thad 
ot courage to do so myself, but If him aloe ia his musings. The 
trons was beat, and I falled 1 bea though Jesus had ai, Who 
socver doth oot bea his erate and come afer me, extnot be ay 
‘Sssple. As Trade away my comence stung me severely that the 
‘way you carry out your purpose? Ts that llth courage you have 
ter the coe fr Bim who bore the cross for you? Then beter Iesve 
this Bld to others and go ome! T stoped my horse to return to the 
tune; but this would apear absurd, Hence compromised the mater 
by promising to cll ony ext round and ak to have pavers ith thie 
fgraloman, After ths dicson Irae on; bu, alae! on ny nest vs fo 
{st ple his Boose was empty. Thi gentleman had et the neighbowr- 
hood si T never caw him more! But his mgr is photographed 
Sndlbly upon my mind, and T can ever forget that st breach of flth 
‘wth mysll. Is a dangerous thing to rife witha good concen. 1 
twos morale in the exteme, and would bave given much iT had 
‘over sen that ma, of, hang Seen hin, had done my dts. Our next 
!npontment led me to Major Wilnotts—aow Newestle preached 
int schol-hone 1 ite west of Salmon Creek. From this we went £0 





Me. Bauerwon’, im a hack concen; and eft an appointment also, 
fon the main road, at Me. Wallies house. Sunday, the 7d of 
[November preached at Hope schoo-ouse ia the moenag, aad at Mr 
4. Boyce in the evening. Died with Me. Hawkins, and found good 
lodgings at Bro. Boyce’ duriag the night. We had ako 8 regular ap- 
‘ointment ‘at Me, Faey’s schottome, { have now pressed ia tl 
the repsae sppoiniment, and find we have eno to\do, We peach 
in twelve tovaships, have thity-hree appoiminens cach for cvery 
twenty-eight days, lead all the clases afer public service preach 
feral sermons, and attend as many prayersmesings as pow, Ont 
‘Greuit embraces all the county between owmanvile and the Cary 
ing Pace, River Trent, and Md Lake, Te requires ride of 400 mls 
to get round it, which we performed, winter apd summer, on horse 
back. There are now twent-our circuits within these ints. We had 
nly oo churches on the cult which we eould use for Quarterly 
‘motions in Colborne, and oa in Hanlon, nese Cobours bat 
te erected sama one ithe village of Cobourg before Crsimss. My 
‘lengoe, the Rev. David Breakenrile, i kind and industrogs, but, 
like moet & 9 new rerat in the ministry. Hes blessed with 2 charm: 
ing wile Her maiden name was Lawrence, bat et mothe was once the 
tne ofthe celebrated Philip Embry. 

DEDICATION AT COBOURG:—On the 28h of November, 1 
had the pcasre of opeting our sew chic erected on te corner of 
Division and Chapel struts, My text was from Zech. 146, 8. These 
“ining water’ were refreshing, and ll were invited to nk fesy, Very 
Tite ceremony wae connect with church-openines in the days 
Father Wikon was present apd took part inthe services; bat, strange fo 
say, Be was aot ia ay way at all Thad feared hie peat, but he 
femoved tht fear eniely during my second sermon tthe Pasonape 
Church, He wasting tea hat church, and could not hin of peach 
{ng in his presence. I, thereto, took the frst opportunity to call on 
this venerable divine, and eames) request him not ta be present when 
T preached, as Thad not been secariomed to preach before ministers 
find eared | might resk down in the attempt. He side knew how to 
‘Sjmpahie with such feelings, and a once assured me be mould not 
Bend unt Twas an established preacher. Tt much relieved by is 
‘promise, it ls! be thought T was ‘sablishe Tong before T thought 
SSrnyel and at my second appoinimen in that chsh, afer the pre- 
Timinaes were over ad Tstood upto read my txt, Isa his venerable 
form enter the door. He ad on short breche, with silk stockings, 
inec bolle, soe-bockes, and with hie clerical garb and ener 
She locks he made a most formidable appearance, I was oth sar 





pried and tightened Indeed, trembled to that extent that 1 could 
fcareely bold my pocket Bible in my band. I fst thought of siting 
‘ova and cling upon hin to preach, bu dated ot do 1 the paced 
toh elbows pn the pulpit to seady my trembling nerves, and red 
‘Unto you that fer my name shall the sun of righteousness arse Wi 
‘eng in is wing; and ye shall go forh and gow up ae calves of the 
Stall By the tne T got through with my introduction Thad lst sight 
Of the old dive: my trembling ceased, and from that moment had 
‘0 mave fear of Father Wilson, 

TIRST SERMON AT PORT HOPE.—November 3th, Tis afer- 
noon, by previous arrangement, 1 divered whit Iwas informed was 
the far sermon preached in Port Hope by a Wesleyan minister—it was 
evtily the fist appoinment in out cuit work there. 1 had a shoe- 
takers shop for my chutch, his shoe-beach for a pup, and x 
Peron for 3 congregation. Port Hope isthe largest village the c= 
hit Is sisted st the mouth of Stills Cree, frm which or iret 
Takes its name, Is fll of enterprise and spn, but v0 fall oF whisky 
tnd sin hati bens the name of Sodom. My text was, ‘Some have ot 
the knowledge of God: speak thi to your shame” The medge fs now 
centered, and, if we ean manage to gt congregation, Sodom my yet 
te redeemed, and by divine id We may hope Io do tome good thers 
DBosener Is ook up anotier new appointment st Mr. Herel 00 
the lke shore, some foor or five miles west of Port Hope. Desenber 
Sth, My cllgue has ako token up an appointment at Me. Purdy’, 
fon the lakeshore, fm Cramahe, where I preached today. We have bo 
ranged to peach atthe Courthouse, an atthe school owe at Major 
Jones haltway to Port Hope. 

FATHER WILSON'S NARROW ESCAPE. When in Cobourg last 
‘october I sam the beach, west of Divison Stet, covered wih si 
ssi tens led with Ish immigrants, The Hon. Peter Robinson had 
been hme and broupht ou  shipload ofthese people, whom he landed 
hee. Tete was no whart in Cobourg then, and the landing was some 
tha dificult They were 1 be loated inthe bush beyoad Rice Take, 
Mr R. bas ghen his own name tthe place calling it PETER: 
BOROUGH. These white tenis presented & beautiful and atacive 
‘appearance, They sueizbed along. onthe sand beach ying between the 
lake and forest of small cedars, which Covered the worst part of the 
‘ramp around cast of Hans mils, Among the newly-arived were 
Fourteen Protestant fame the remainder were Paps, witha pret 
fife head. Me W, being an Irishman himself, wet and peeched to 
ts counaymen; but when the pist—who was absent at the time — 
returned, be was much dispensed and ld hi Hock that i that ere 











came there spun preach they were to cool hi sa by throwing hin) 
Ino the lake The Protestants reported this to our brethren; and Soon 
alter the magistrate set forthe priest and asked him ifthe report was 
teu ‘Cetin ts suid he pest "What sight had that san to reach 
to my people my absence? “Just ak mich right ss you have, sity i 
they wih to bear hi. You are ree country now, where the ier 
lof re speech x protected. You are therelore to go immofistly and salt 
the people together and el them f Me. W. comes there again they are 
to oe im cv; and I wil bald you responsi for any mace Jone 
hin” The priest very prpesy hastened to the camp, Hew hi horn, 
called the people, and said to them, "I persve Ihave made a me 
take. IE Me- Wilson comes here be sure you use him well or Twill hold 
you responsible for any miseief done hi. Remember what 1 you" 
scarcely ned to ad that these immigrants wore well taught in Gospel 
tra wile they remained ow the beach 


2. Qwuxcit oF Exotaxo Misiones 


‘Ata mecting of the Newcastle District Committe ofthe Society 
for Promoting Christian Knowledge, held at the Court House, 
Cobourg, on September 16, 1835, the following resolutions were 
‘adopted, and a subscription lst was opened: 

Te That Christisns, when animated by the genuine principles of 
their rei, stem it a privilege as well as a duty to promote the 
temporal and especially th etal, well of their brethren in the 
‘word; and tht al institutions having for their object the spread of the 
truth a its revealed inthe Gospel poses an ies claim upon 
their benevolent aid and exertions 

2, That the many Protestant fames thoughout the District of 
[Neweastle, who ffom remoteness of situation have no acces t0 the 
‘egular minstations of the word and ontinances, render highly ex: 
‘edie! the appointment of a TRAVELLING MISSIONARY for the 
Distriet of Neve, to be employed in disposing the services and con- 
tolnions of the Gotpel smoagst the remote and unprovided setlers 
there. 

Tn September 1836 the Bishop of Quebec mt the views of this 
Association by appointing a minister to this important charge. The 
Reverend C. T. Wade, who had recently come to Canada, offered 
his services and was appointed traveling missionary in the New- 
castle District, his daties commencing October 1, 1836. He was 
Steceeded in 1838 by the Reverend W. F. S. Harper, and after 





‘an interval by the Reverend G. C. Suet on July 1, 1839. f the 
feneral statement be true that Church of England’ clereymen in 
{he pionccr period were inclined to expect living” rather than (0 
travel widely in thie parishes, the followin leters ofthese itinerant 
Iisionares indicate that their writes were among the, more 
fotable exceptions.” 


(a) exrm4cts RON THE SISSIONARY JOURNAL OF THE 


[The Chueh? Cobourg, 1837-1838) 


Cobours, Sept. 10, 1836-—Havingsrived here thi day by the team 
‘Bout "Travller from Toronto, Tost no time in calling upon the Rev. 
‘ALN. Bethune, Rector of S. Pet's Church. To the advice and sg 
‘tons of his genera as to my proceedings Thad been partially 
‘ecommended by oar excellent and revered Diocean, now 20 m0", 
‘with whom, by a remarkable ilerpostion of Providence, Twas 
Drteged to form an scquinance at New York, 25 well as with the 
feverend genleman already named, inthe prevows month. His Lord- 
‘Ship had lo dered ane, a far compatible with my extensive dues, 
to asx thie devoted minister ia the sphere of his mulisd and 
Srduoue duties. With this gentleman Ihave ever lived on tes of the 
most afctionate Christian fendship, and eadly do 1 embrace the 
‘opportuni of expressing my obligtions to him for every species of 
‘fal flormaton respecting my mision, and for unvaryng personal 
[indnes since I have had the beaetit of his acquaintance 

‘Seph [1-— This doy, by rues of the Rector, I preschd ia St 
Potees Church and seed inthe sdmiistration of the Holy Com 
‘union, at which 60 persons were present. Inthe very intresting nd 
entve congregation ofthis ton, numbering generally in the fore 
oom about 300, ae stingy evidenced the effects of stated and 
faut minsration of Gospel oxnances. Ta the afteroon We pro 
‘rede to Port Hope, the pastoral charge of which had, from petlar 
‘Scumstincey devolve pon Me. Bethune. Here likewise Twas 
privileps! to addoss 9 respectable and aenive audience; and inthe 
‘honing at 7 dock Toficnted atthe desk in St Peter’, Cobours 
yea ena Se Wil, Dwain The trv Musou Lami 188), 
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Sept, 16.—The prviows days having been employed in preparations 
for my misionary june abd in some oceaional duty n aid of Me By 
[proceeded an this day tothe village of Colborne inthe township of 
(Ceamahe. Here I was most bospitabiy recived by BLY. MeKy, Es, 
‘whowe amiable partner, Jong alse, i was my melancholy duty 
‘is She hae since ‘entered nt her ret™—that “rest which femaincl 
for ihe people of God. In the evening (Friday) T ead prayers and 
‘reached inthe schooLhowe to an atenine congregntion of aboot 50 
enone, mont of them, Uballcte, members ofthe Established Chueh 
lin upon that oseason and many subsequent ones expresing a tong 
‘wish for stated services, Thus encouraged I gave notice for sacramental 
ervce on the 9th proxino, 

‘Sept 17-—-Proceeded though an interesting county t0 Pete, pur- 
posing to proce to Seymour, whithr nce of Service forthe 8 
Ins. had Been forward. Hato reaching Prey Landing I found that 
the bridge across the Trent wae broken; snd beng too late to eeu 
‘nd take the ether road, I docded on spending the night at Mr. Francis 
Beatie’, who, on this and many subwequentcoctsons, most kindy 
welcomed me, Ata very short notice a congregation assembled in the 
‘renng, to whom 1 read preyer and expounded portion of God's 
Wor and had with many some pletsing conversation regarding the 
ies and ceremonies of ur Church. I removed, throagh Gols mere, 
Some objections which ae often made to Baptism, 

‘Sot, 18—-On this sabbath morning proceeded 10 Seymour, and 
found that the Rev. W. F- S, Harper, Traveling Misionary in the 
Midland District, who had been requested by the Bishop to extend Bs 
‘ins to this pce and to whore pastoral care i has snce een com 
hited, was preparing fo ofelste, Happy in the unexpected opportunity 
‘of becoming. sequsinted with a valued. flor labourer, of whose 
zzlous serves im the adjoining Distt 1 had been informed, T 
Assisted him at the desk and was raid by finding 23 perions remain 
to partake ofthe Lord's Sopp, 

Having sotied my lateation of revising this township and ade 
rinistering the Sacrament on the 16h prox. 1 reured to the Landing 
tin at Me Best's house read prayer and preached t0 a respectable 
‘congregation, who very anxiously presed for another appointment, 

"Sept 19. Retaning to Percy Tre some miles to wee a sick woman 
She proved an intresting example of the power of Divine grace and of 
the fakfunes of a covenantkeeping God this promises, The sods 
tt serptrl owe ad been sown in et mind ina Sunday School 
fn rcland under an excellent mininor of Chri’ Gospel: but the sense 
Ut her soul's test intrest seemed for years to ie brid under the eas 





of this worl and the pressre of outward circumstances, yo, in the 
hour of aficton tv relison revived thst God whose “word sll 
‘prosper in the thing stereo he sends I, gave het, fom those cals 
Inpressions, suc oy and peace im bling’ that there seems no doubt 
she i now “presing onward tects the prize of er high calling of 
(God in Christ Jews Having had frequen pportuitis of viking this 
‘woman since, have found her always the same, consteat, praca 
folloner ofthe Master who bas et ur an example that we shoud follow 
his spe 

proceeding thi day Ihave to place om record meri iter 
poston ofthat God ‘whose Tam and whom T Jabour to) serves my 
forse faking tight, Twas thrown forward out of the Waggon, and 
almost miraculously escaped the whecls and the hones feet How aeed- 
{nl Wh to recognize the movements of His gracious hand in whom we 
lie and move and have our being” On reaching the house of James 
Plat, Esq, 1 was most hosptbly welcomed. In this ite circle T was 
pleased to ‘dscern the characteristic marks of genuine pity, a far at 
feast a man ean jade. Throughout the fan infuence seemed 
‘be felt no ostentatious parade, no enthsim, but a fervent love wo God 
in Cire, and love to man for his ake. 1 wae my plage om several 
‘occasions to beam inmate of this well-egulated heasehol, and T think 
Tove left te roof without Aading melted, and, thanking God, 
took courage to procetd. Inthe evening I preached to @ mos ates 
ongreraton of sboet 0 perions, of whom, however, but fw were 
members of the Chore, 

‘eps, 20-—My horse being from an accident unable to proosed, 
‘was fortunate im fading a gentleman whe took me in his wagon 10 
Brighton, Mr Solomoa Hod, with wham T had much ireing coo 
‘eration onthe things which portin to the Kingdom of God. Stopping 
nthe howe of Mr. Stevens, i the ath concession of Cramabe, nes 
Which i a place called the “happy valley’, Twas much pressed to make 
{Sn appoiament, and promise, if God wed, to return soon and asst. 
in diectig thie vows o that which alone can const tre happiness. 
Proceeding to Brighton where I had antcipated a numerous meting, 
found that » Baptist sed Presbyterian minster were there holding 
Seqvzes atthe same tine, and consequently the stendance on my 
‘eves consted of not moe than 30 Rene 

"could not ascertain that thee are many Churchmen in ths pl 
ix abounds ina variety of Dissenters of dierent denominations, yet pot 
Sntevourabiy disposed to hear the truth ay iti im Jens" from any 
‘minister. In this and the adjining townships there are many of he 
‘ect called Chestans, with whose tenets, as far as T have een abe to 











cover, here seems much of infelity conected. There ar also many 
‘who are termed Disciples or Campbelits, in some points approaching 
{to the cred ofthe Ant-pocdobaptiss Such of hem 38 I convened with 
‘emed not to enterun sound views ofthe Atonement in is sera 
fulness, ord they appear olay much seston personal and practical 
Folness of heat and ie, a the certain evidence of Tein the rth 
eit sin Joe. 

Sept, 21-—Proceeded this day to Coltome, where, afer visitng 
some Cision tends, I preached in the eveaing to a congestion of 
shout 50 persons. On the following day (Thursday) Tassie my dear 
brother, the Rector of Cobourg, in service at Grafon, where he 
dressed himself extemporancous—his general cusiom in these week 
‘sy’ minisrations—to a most affentve conrepition of about 40 
persons. Thre ate few villages which Ihave Wsted ia which Chusch 
Privileges are more duly estimated than in thst Me Barahama! snd his 
family, and others in the neighbourhood, are ever ready to promote 
the Interests of region, aod their example sets benfialy on the 
ood cause 

“Sept. 24-—Having retuned to Cobourg, proceeded on the evening 
ofthis da, in company with Me- Bene, to schoolhouse bout 4 
miles gintnt whieh partakes of is sated visi. An exellent con- 
trceation here waited to “draw water with joy out of the well of 
‘svaton. The remaindst ofthe evening was Peseamly and proftay 
fpent ia Christan family, several members of which, under his 
Iinisrations, have ripened for and entered ito thelr lvls et: and 
to whore Rend, reenly departed, an aecing allusion was made in 
the sermon preached on that cceasion 

‘Sept. 24.-Rode out to 2 schoo-bowe in the sth concession of 
Haldia, which also potas ofthe oocasional vss ofthe pastor of 
‘Cobourg (who on this occasion bapsed four persons), and where 8 
[ood congrezation had come togetber to hear the word of God”. 

“Sunday, Sept 28, 1836.—Beiog oblged to remain a few days 
‘cotourg, Ts strongly soted by my fiend and brother, the Rector 
‘of St Peters to advocate the ease ofthe Cristian Knowledge Society 
this day. But on acount of my recent arsvl inthe country, not being 
Sindy aoqualed wth Ke loca dts and opertions, 1 fl oie 
1 ecline the request; and the advocacy of the excellent Society con- 
‘quently devolved upon hinsell. Tp St Peters i the forenoon, and in 
St dots, Port Hope, i tho aftemoon, mpeesive sermons were 
preached ind good nllections made. Ia te desk, en both those oc 
acted Comms ot Onan iat 


casio, I asisted, snd preached in the evening to a good congregation 
3 Coboure 

Sept. 26:—This day I had the gratiieation of sending the Annual 
Meeting ofthe Society fr Promoting Chistian Knowledge, which wa 
followed by tat ofthe Neweste Branch ofthe Sot forthe Prog 
on of the Gospel amongst Desttute Seer. The deals prsented 
‘wee fll of interests and amongst the useful bequests of the former 
‘Society was a arantof books to the extent of 210 for dstibuton by 
sel in the remote parts of my misionary sper of day 

‘Sept 30.—This evening accompanied the Rew. A. N. Bethune 10 
nother sene of his weekday minisations, in the 24. concesion of 
Hamilton, about § mies from Cobour, where the congregation we met 
was highly respectable. In consequence of the falling of portion of 
the boarded ecling dving the tine of service—dhrough the mercy of 
Provence fae were ijorad—this service was subieqenly tanh 
ferred to another schoolhoare somewhat nearer Coboary bit within 
reich of most of the persons who composed the cmgrepton st that 

‘Gciber 2-—In onder fo enable my reverend brother at Cobourg to 
attend on this moming at Port Hope forthe purpose of administering 
the Holy Sacrament, Tad agreed to perform the forenoon service a 
St. Poiee’s. Here, however, T had the grtiction of reccving the 
assistance ofthe Rev. John Bethune, Restor of Moaucal, wo ad un 
‘expectedly atived on the preceding day; and in the evening we were 
favored withthe lke help trom the Rev. E. J. Boewel of Calton 
Place Inthe afternoon of thr day, at 3 PM, T atended at Grafton, 
‘where a nomeroor and attentive congegtion were presen 

‘Sino, October 9-—Having retured, on the previous day, from 
‘Toronto, where Thad eon preset ata meeting ofthe clergy ofthe two 
Archdescoavss ofthis Province, I proceeded this moriag to Calene 
‘The unfavourable state of the Weather prevented the astomblage of 
‘he ural congregation, and the mumiber of commmnicnts was also Fem 
Inthe afternoon T proceeded to Brighton; but owing to the feuds exist- 
ing thee between Some ofthe diferent denominations, the windows of 
the schoot-howe had boon tvoken and the bulding cterwise x0 dee 
‘maned that i was ispssible to ofclate in it T hesfore resolved 
‘pon adéreting myself atch a conld be assembled ia room of the 
fan w whieh I wat sopping: and Twat praifed to Sind that inthe 
‘courte of half an hour's congregation of about 50\ persons were 
tallied, who give atenve ear to the declaration of the counsel of 
Got. 

‘October 10.—Proceded this day to Petey to full an engagement 





at Cente Having been hosptbly emetined by Mr Tae Platt on 
the way, I proceeded inthe evening fo Mr. . Plt, with whose family 
Tent to the schooLhouss, where a cowed congregation awaited se 
1 may say in truth that the meetings in Perey were bright spon my 
“Missionary tours and I think that fare ahouree inthis Disc would 
‘ew tht township with more than common intrest. 

‘October 12-—Having avived at Pte} Landing, had a servie which 
was well attended, Me. Cassaa Kindly acing a «clark on the oocasion, 
“Arvin at Seymour, was mont Kindly received by Mr. Renae, to whose 
tunlorm atenon and Bindnss my brotber misonary of the Midland 
District as frequent aladdin hs joural. In company with some 
members of his amiable family I visited a fow of the neighbouring 
clr, and retard to spond in thie domestic ile an eying and 
rokishle evening 

Ocioer 14.—The preeding day Deine occupied in visting sever 
families in Seymour, I returned om ths dy to Percy (Benton). Here 
Tas sired to scorer that some who professed themslies members 
of our venerable and apostolic Church were lading a couse of ie by 
‘bo means consistent with ther fi with these took oesson to cone 
‘ers in friendly and aestionte manner and to reprove ia the spt 
‘ot love; and T have reason to Believe tha, with the Bising of God the 
Soletn tthe set before them were aot without some die eect pon 
thee sou 

(Ociober 15.—Rode into the country 2 few miles to see woman 
boned down snder severe domestic afictions: endeavoured to” deck, 
er mind fo Jess, the sinners hope and ony ground of comfort read 
‘nd prayed with her a considerable times and before loving ad the 
fatifacon of seas her much comforted. In the evening read prayers 
Sod preached at a schol house Inthe 2ad concession, where about 80 
people were sccm Aller service iste several ia th nature 
lin privilege of Baptism and reused these member ito the Church 
Wy tat ordnance, 

‘Sunday, October 16.—This day proved the fist of eavy and ean 
tinged ain slace T had entered upon my Tabour Proceed on 10 
Seymovr, about 10 miley, where Thad made sacramental appointment 
for this dy. The congrerstion, trons the scattered matte ofthe popu 
tion wat necssry smal; apd in the expectation of anather op 
portunity at ao distant te T deemed i expedient to poxipone the 
Sdminstation ofthe Holy Communion. Three services, however, Wer 
Performed on this day: and the udtory at each, though small was 

‘October 17 Returning by Pscy Mills 1 made fw calls according 





to promise, and think hat wom to whom had ypoken manifested im 
provement, Profesing themecves to be ‘convinced of sin I dreted 
Them-—wvith an endeavour to adapt my discourse to thei respective 
‘haracter—individaly and clive to the siner's Advocate, 1 
the "Lamb of God that taketh nay sin Amidst the outward obstacles 
‘of hea fll of snow and very bad rode I proceed ta Aspodel: 
land night overtaking me, I experienced a most kind and horitable 
‘ception at Mr R- Humphreys. Before rering to rest T'was grated 
in Joining his fanuly cic in reading the Holy Seeptures each eld 
furnished wil his Bible apd reading a passage in tarn—and concn, 
‘these meditations upon the word of Go with paver. 

‘November th, 1835-—Having completed my fst and highly n= 
‘couraging iit tthe townships of Clarke and Dartington, T retuned 
to Cramate, whet, afer ving & widow in her alficton, 1 proceeded 
fo the “happy valle’ ia the 4th concesion. On this evening T met 
‘onsiderble congreaton nd mish tenon: noe can Tomi he eb 
‘of my thank recoltion of the disinterested Kindness of Me and 
‘Me Stevens in that neighborhood. As I proceeded from hence 1 Pees, 
T disuibuied some Testaments and Trac, furnished to me by the 
(Cristian Koowlage Society, which were most gratefully accepted 

Non. 5—Perfrmed service this evening at Centreville ia. Pecy, 
where Thad the grtfction of mecting a Tngeassemblae; and at the 
oncuson ofthe public exercises ad much conversation with persons 
otis to be informed concerning the sta doctrines, and misty 
fof our venerated Church, Tam persuaded that, under God's Blesing the 
‘mind being directed io there things many prefodies and misconceptions 
Sil be removed and the sbject T woo, with sll deference, ream 
Inend tothe consideration of thse whom the Lord may appoint 1 
Socesd me in this intresting eld of labour, 8 one possessing no small 
‘hare of interest io the minds ofthe peopl 

‘Nov. 6-—This day, according to apoitment, oat in Seymour: 
sand it being s bright and est morning» lange comgregton was 











‘easton inthe afternoon in another part of the township Was not 50 
teouraging; but various reasons were ssigned forthe comparative 
thinsese of the attendance which seemed ta remove all suspicion of an 
indiference 10 the prvens, 

[Now On this day, returning to Percy Mil, was hospitbly = 
sived by Mr, Humphrey, brother to the gentleman fo whom Twat 50 
‘uch indebted for similar Kindness ia Asphodel. Here T recived fur 
‘hlden ito the church by baptism, and ad an opprtuity of expain- 
inp some of the eiicates with which, in the minds of dents at 


least from our communion, the subst olen connected. Ia the eve- 
ning read prayers and preached n'a schoothouse to upwards of 60 
peoples and afterwards some of te aeghouts assembled to whom 1 
fad and expounded portion of Gas word, engaging withthe in 
familar and kindly conversation on sebjets which should be dear (9 
tery Christians eset and hopes 

'Nov. 17-—Having spent she thee previous days in a species of pa 
tora ifercoure withthe inhabitants nthe neighbourhood of Me. 
Ranney’ 1 retired 19 Beaton whore 1 greached on this dy to 3 very 
Inne ood stntve congregatian, Seddon nnd cote ines thoogh, 
iC providetally tured out, not Tasting, coupled with the complete 
Ieaking up of the reads, complied me to relngush my proposed vst 
to Asphodel for th preset at eat and Tetened to Catouts i onde 
ftom thence lo ener upon 4 ore peactable spe of day. 

"Nov. 37-—This day tasted my frend and ror, the Recor of St 
Per, both morning nd evening be himself having fulfilled the doty 
at Port Hope at 3 P.M. The folowing day T accompanied him to a 
funeral at the latter place, which peculie ckeunstances rendered uo 
sally large, the man having been unppilyiled by violence on the 
sheet 

‘Nov. 14—Accompanied Mr. Bethune 19 school house about $ 
miles distant where a very large congrepation united inthe services of 
the church and gave eunetatenton to the exposition ofthe revealed 
Weed, 

Nor. 17-—On this day the youngest som of the dear and valued 
frend jst mentioned wae received int the church by bap; nor do 
we doubt that there were prayers offered up oa tat occasion which wil 
te answered inthe communication of situa Blsigs. Te was my 
privilege to administer the sacred stein the house of God and i the 
‘presence of numerous friends 

Nov. 18-—Mr. Bethune having Ie me in temporary charge of his 
argh while he proceeded to Cavan in ode to induct nto that Rector 
the Rev. Samuel Amout, I fepired on this evening, in flsiment of 
is engagement, 10 school house aout 4 miles tothe westeard of 
CCabowrg where I had the station of preaching to a exclet on 
_zetaton; and on the folowing day T fuliled a similar appointment a 
the ath concession of Haldimand. 

‘Nov. 20.—The dis of the Recor of Cobourg having this day de- 
volied upon me, I preached at IL A.M. in Si. Peter’ oa ory numerous 
dont 3 PMT delivered sfaneal sermon t Poet Hope, founded 
tpn te sicumstances ald to above, when the chorch wa crowded 
to overowing and again at 7 PML at Cobour, assisted in the Tater 
serve by the Rev. J. Copan 





Nov. 28.—Being relieved fom my tenporary charge ofthe manifold 
‘utes of Cobourg, I proceeded on this day towards the nortiwestem 
parts ofthe Newcastle Distt. Seat this night tthe hospitable abode 
‘of Me Joseph Gram, Having previously icisted in a private dling 
in the vicinity where « considerable conregntion was assembled, but 
less than would have atende fad the nce boon moce general t= 
calito 

“The flowing day 1 had dhe pleasure of becoming acquainted wih a 
‘roher labourer, the Ren. Sanvel Armour, hove paie a a alu 
and indefatigable minister of the Gospel of Chit is well and widely 
Known. From few have T experienced more Kindoes, and with fe 
‘maintained more delphi Chistian intercourse than wih this respected 
‘inser and his smisble fay 

Nov. 25.—Accompanied by Me. Armour I proceeded this day tthe 
house of Mi. Hughes inthe 4th concession of Cavan, where a small but 
seatve assembly avaied our arial; seeral had reurned home, a 
the bad vonds had delayed ws considerably beyond the hour appointed 
{Upon this and evry subsequent occasion T found Mr, Hughes nd the 
several branches of his family with whom T came in contact varios 
pats of the Disc, most fend and obliging. 

‘On the following day, accompanied by Me- HL, proceded tothe 
2a concession of Ei, wher, in 2 convenient schoo-bowe, T read 
Prayers and presshed to's tlerabiy good conpezation. A "rain Se’ 
Inthe aeihboriod prevented many from atending: a species of 
fendly association which, whatever may bef value othe new ste, 
generally accompanied by demoralizing ects 

Nov. 26.—Areived this day in Wilismstown, Emily, where I experi 
‘nced + most bind welcome fron Mess Cottingham and Towa 
Hughes tm the evening read prayers and preached to large and atten 
tive audience. 

this township i a lege Protestant population and many frm and 
sttched adherents of oar invaluable Chek. A very aious dee wat 
expressed forthe ministration of » repuar clergyman, a dete em= 
bodied shonly afer in a mumerously signed memorial to the Lord 
Bishop of Monual: and’ considerable sum was subscribed towards 
the erection of a chute, 

Now. 27.—This day, i company with Messrs. Hughes and Couting- 
sm I preceded in Ops, and found large cmarepton wading. ay 
srval inthe seond conceson, a the house of Me. Rae, a pods nd 
ellen man, The sate of the toads rendered i impose 0 proceed 
tothe fulinen of an appoinnent made for me at Purdy Mil, sboxt 
1 miles further: that {retuned inthe hope of having second r= 
‘vee at Willamstown in ily. The grown, however, hang boon pre= 


‘ecupied by Mr. Aemstron, of the Methont connexion, ith whom 
Thad sobsequenty much intresting conversation, I retuned to Cavan; 
and after a vist to Peeboro, when I formed ny fist scquintance 
‘this valuable Rector of whom 1 shall have occasion hereafer to 
{pcak much and often, I accompanied Mr. Acnowr, 09 

‘ee. 2 to the four concession of Cavan, whee 1 oficnted to @ 
numerous congregation. On the following day, being Sunday, atended 
At Willow in Ely in the forenoon; and in a commodious room 
fied up for divae worsip by Me. Cotingham T presched to upd 
‘of 100 pers. In the steroon I proceeded aboot fie miles to another 
Schoo! house, where T found uly 180 persons assembled to join i the 
!dmirable prayers of our Church and to heat the word of God. OF this 
‘osship ey ely be said that reat and electual doris opened 
Sid such circumstances may wel spimate our prayers tothe Lard of 
the harvest that he would send forth more Ibuores int his haves 
Having spent some days in visting these pans and endeavouring 10 
‘peach Jes Chit from house to howe’, sod fining that the mPa 
sable state ofthe roads rendered it expedient to eet my ministrations 
to the un-upplied townships i top T retarsed 08 the Bt asta to 
{Coboors, During thie week ws iniodced, hy my reverend bother 
the Restor ofthis parish, to another most interesting snd wef sphere 
‘of his labours, termed household, oF eotage Iecres, known beter in 
Eland, I televe, by dhe later term. On these occasions @ portion of 
Seip i family expounded and the exerce is oncinded ith 
prayer. From frequent partation in thee devotional exercises Team 
thar my most nqolied testimony to thei amiable sd inportant 
‘ct, nothing, in shor, can ttter second and eablh the influence of 
thove more public and solemn services which form the des of the 
Sabbath diy. The iluteatons of Sapte or of Christan doy which 
fare, on tee occasions, piven fram the familar and conversational 
Ianner in which they are conveyed-have the best posse tendency 
in impresing wih a clearer knowlede of Script teh, and i eforc- 
ing thowe practical dates which the proesion of Christan faith 50 
tcessariy involves. That these Christan exercises are #9 appreciated 
by those for whove bene dey are designed is sutelemly manifest from 
the number andthe dep stenton af those who engage in them, 

‘Dee. 11.—This day T assed a St Peter’ Charch both morning 
and evening and oficintd at Port Hope at 3 PM, at which hour Mr 
ethine availed himself of my ad to attend at Grafton. On Weiesday 
the Iath walked with Mr B. about five mies over froven mud to fll 
fn engagement a» schoa-boase in Hamilton, whee, notwithstanding 
the watched roads and tevere weather, we meta consferable con 








gveston; and onthe 16th I accompanied the same gealeman 10 a 
‘hoolhowse in anotber direction under clcunstances of roads and 
Weather nearly as unfevouable 

"Dec: 18.—This day, Me. Hehe having volunteered with me an ex= 
hnge of dates, 1 oteited twice in St. Petr, Coboure. s+ alo at 
Port Hope, while be brovat back mos favorable accounts of erating 
‘ateadance on thre eceisions of public worship ia Darlington and 
‘Clark oa the same day. On the previous day (Saturday) service was 
prrfored by me in the Ah concenon of Haldimand, 

ec. 20.—Proceeded this day to Brighton, where, afer «hospitable 
reception onthe way by Me. Gols of Caorns, Tofiiated at aro- 
spectable farmeds of the name of Hubble, and was gai by the 
tendaoce of large coneregation, On retumingpreaced st Graton 
fon the evening of the 224; attended funeral at Port Hope om the 
24m, and ofeated and administered the Holy Sacrament inthe lier 
place on Christmas Duy. The weather on this day was particularly use 
favourable, xo that te numbers both of the conperstion and Come 
‘municais was comparatively smal I retorned and hy request pressed 
1 Cobourg at 7 PM 





(b) svisreATIONS OF THE REVEREND W. 5. HARPER 
[Mie Church, 1838] 


In he cat prt ofthe month of May haviag ocason to go dows 
to Kingston, 1 olllatod once or twice during my absence in that cig 
ourhood, at aio at the Mohawk Minson, and Napanee for the Rev. 
G.Givins. On my ret nto Seymour I war enabled to carry my plans 
forthe establishment ofa Sunds}-school on either sie of the Fer ito 
fect, and suceeded Tar beyond ny expectation. A Sunda school eo 

‘ducted by the Scotch Presbyterians (whore elles in thie particular 
“emand the highest commendation) hd been for some tne in operation 
in Seymour-Eis, so that all that now remained o be done inthis quar- 
ter, wa to see come new teachers ad fake the whole under my own, 
‘upenision. This then was readily ssomplshed, the Presbteians 
eertlly ringuishing thee clams in my favour, and they together 
‘vith many oder volunteering thle series teacher. To the family 
UFR. P. Boacher, Fxg and to Mr. Alek Mensis (the Saperinendent) 
Tam much indebted for ter ready concurrence and waremited asiuity 
‘charts Rage 2 sy Marae te anton We ap ad 
Seiten to The Church on Api 27 of that yer onze his nations the 
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in this labour of love la Seymour-Wet small cool was alo eta 
Tse under the superintendence of Mr. J. Tie, Jan who in his as 
‘wel as many other respects, proved himself most valuable “ellow- 
Iabourer wih nei the Gospel To the family of B. B. Raney, Esq, 
we were indebted for the use ofthe rom, and aso for one of ou ment 
‘eful and exemplary teachers. The attendance at thee stools was 
necessarily very Buctusting, owing to the great distance many of the 
‘len bad to cone and the oflen alos anpasabe sate ofthe road 
the stme causes ao prevented the school being i operation during 
‘he winter months, or rather during the Spring and Fall of the yeas. 
‘The number of children who generally atended the school in Seymout- 
Est averaged from thy 1 fort, that in Seymour West from fiteen 
totwenty. A day school after much diielty and trough the unveared 
‘erton and poner of Major Carpal, was aso exalshed about 
this tie, which averaged in stendance from eighteen to twenty-ive 
Scholars but from the same causes which operated against the Sunday 
Schools it was fequently considerably under that numer. 

the course of the following month June) I made a Missionary 
excision into the township of Marmors, Mdoe, Husingdon, and 
Hungerford, performed Divine Service st sever dierent places in 
cach of tem, and baptized si ehidren. The attendance every where 
‘ras sood, and tteshing indeed was the manner in which these simple 
‘ut wel meaning people rected my return among then. So reoied 
Aid many of them apes, and so anious to improve the opportunity 
‘Mforded them, that several accompanied me on fot tothe diferent 
Stations where duty called me, regardless of the fis of the way, the 
fxcesive het, and the innumerable swarms of Mes and mosquitoes 
tric, inthe back setemsent, area this particular season almost nol 
rable. Sch Hite incidents a thee surely more than sepay the pet- 
[letites and ols to which the Missionary smaturally subjected, aflord- 
fog as they do a comfortable hope tate Das not aboured in vai" 
‘ut shall Jo soup if he fait ot 

“The perons of whom I speak were not all members of our Com 
union, Bot in mont cher setements were composed of Yarions 
Aksatomiations Many of them to, inthe tine of thi ignorance’, had, 
like otters, been disposed to Tit up their voie spuinst ur revered 
[Estas her minister and her rita. Here then it one amoas 
many profs which might be adduced, thatthe Church i omy t0 be 
Known tobe revered, and to disarm that prejudice which lat so many 
in he country have imbibed, consequence of aving hor represented 
{6 thea, by willy enornt or itdiposed persons, in a fbe and un 
Tnllowed ight. What tien have those 19 answer for who fom thelr 


elt sitstions should be the protectors and defenders of the 
‘Chute, that a fara regards her temporal, have sflered her <0 
Jong ote deprived of her lw rights; for to this undoubtedly owing, 
in pest measure at lest the lamentable destitution which ow pee 
tis in every District thragghow the Province, Td the orginal etn 
ton of Government been carried ino eet, had the seam of Royal 
‘punty been permited to dow in ts inended chanel and a clergyman 
placed in every township st became setled, the result would have 
Teen widely cilerent both in zlipious, moral, snd politcal pot of 
view ftom that which now unfortunately exists. The question, bowever, 
not what might have been, bat what is 10 be done to remedy the 
tril and to spply the wants ofthe destitute Sets, Cetin no more 
‘ectal plan Gould have been devine thn that adopted bythe Socky 
Under whose auspices T hve had the honer to be exployed now neatly 
tee yeas 

in addon tothe above memionsd tour T made several ther ex: 
curio, during my sojoura in Seymour, lato the adjining Townships, 
Tptined neverlsiliren, and allended the funerals of several persons, 
‘on which occasions Tinveriably preached to large semis. On 
fetun to Seymour in October I resumed my pastoral bouts and was 
sso engaged collecting subscriptions for iting up the temporary bull 
ings spropiated for puble warship. In Seymour East a Schoo-ouse, 
the fame of which had ben put up some tine previous, was completed 
fn made to anewer the porpone both of 3 school and temporary 
(Church, In Seymour West we were indebted for the building andl te 
conveninces accessary fo Bt it for a Chureh—the stove alone excepted 
Mi the Kindnew and generoay of BB. Ranney, sq, whose Kindness 
‘nd ier ha indeed upon ll occasions been most unbounded, 

“Towards the end of December {against out on a misionary excu 
sion into the Midland Districts but previous 19 my reaching Kington 
‘ad the misfortune to injure my horses severely at render him wse= 
Jere daring the remaiadr of the season. Sometime neessaty elapsed 
tefore Iwas enabled to procure another which together withthe almost, 
Impasse tte of he rods and the very unsettled stat of the count, 
in comegience ofthe unnatural Rebelion, prevented my giving that 

ction to missionary diy T wae esr of doing during the winter 
‘enon, and indeed detained me much Tonge than Thad intended fom 
ty home mision ia Seymour. 

‘have the honor to emi, 


Rev. St, your obedient servant, 
W. F, STUART HARPER, 





(©) Ts neveneno 0 ¢. SIREEN'S TRAVELLING Msn 
[The Church, October 19, 1839, e 09] 


‘To the Editor ofthe Church. 





Revd and dest Six 

‘As Ihave observed it to be the custom of oar Traveling Misionrse 
to give an acount of the mort interesting particulars oftheir tous, 
‘Heough the eedum of THE CHURCH {have Ghought tht Ie might 
rot be unacceptable, nor perhaps altogether without is we, were 1 0 
follow their example and throw together in as small x comps 3 pos- 
"ible my recollections of such incent connected with my lst Mision- 
hy tout au have seemed Hote the snot Lely to Be of intrest to your 
readers 

let this onthe afternoon of Saturday the 6th July, and ariving st 
CCotone the sume evening ook up my quarers as wool at the ese 
‘ence of our bowpitabe feed Mr Goss. Having performed Divine 
‘Service the next morning to & gbod congestion st the vila, was 
‘on the point of staring for Percy whens severe storm cae, Which 
‘etined me til 4 PM, After taveling forthe st hoot and 3 alin 
the ain the weather cleued up, but oving to the state of the roads T 
tras unable o reach my destination til half past 7o'ock, and unfor- 
tnntely jst a the congregation which bad assembled were dspenias. 
(Mr. Pla, however, at whose house Twas Kindly received, called in 
few of his neighbors, and Tread a part af the evening sevice and a ser~ 
son. On the following morning I proceeded to Seymour, and after n= 
‘countering anther violet thunderstorm feached i in tne for Divine 
Service st 4 P.M. The congreetion, owing to tht itrreption aad the 
‘sy eeson ofthe ear, wae small bat the atetion ofthe audience and 
the persona kindase of Me. Ranni were very grating. Eri on the 
90h Tet for Asphodel, retning tough Petey: and after a ong and 
todiows ride—having gone two oF thee mals out of my way atived 
I Mfr. Bins, ose howe ie benufllystusted a the Rea of Ree 
Lake, commanding a view ofthat picturesque shet of water for ads 
tance of many miles Mev and Mew B. T rereted to find were absent, 
nd my nol of sevice had in consequence ot been circulated. At 
‘pom the nextday Tet for Oronaboe, and atived at Me. Rubidge’s i 
the coune of the afternoon, and employed the greitr part ofthe fle 
Towing day in riding throagh the neighbourhood, giving notice for 
service on Fridy, That moring sein with ran, and my comereaton 
‘was consequently but smal; although sit eas many walked a distance 
‘of tree miss tough the Wet, and over muddy roads. There was much 





anxiety manifested in this neighbourhood forthe regular ministrations 
tf the Church; and T understood that a ear concession ofthis Township 
Js soled almost exclusively with members ofthe Chureh of Eagland, 
‘nh have But vey rarely indoed an opportunity of attending er sot 

‘On the following day passing thowph Peterborough 1 proceeded to 
CCavan, and from thence ealy on Sunday maoing I zode to Ea, 3 
fistance of 10 mew At 11 olla I met the largest congregation that 
have cen assomble in the Backwoods, mmering,  showld apposs, 
250 pesons. THe schoolhouse, although more spacious than those 
‘lings usually are, was unable to oatan the whe af tbe conare- 
ation, so tha numbers wore accomodated with sets oa the eubie 
ound the open windows. Aller the services wee concaded many of 
the congreption, several of whom eame from the distange of seven 
nie, cfowed round me to express ther eamest desire forthe sete- 
‘meat of @eleigyman amongst them, and tus evaced thee since 
[A very good frame fora church with a tower had been rected a 
eat roofed, and the residents were only wating Gl there sould 
"ppear t ressontle prospect of the appointment of a clergyman in 
fede to complete the ulding. Inthe atternoon ofthe sme day T rode 
{o Ops, snd preached toa tolerable congregation in private hows 
ing Kindly preted by any very hospitable host Me. Hughes, Tre= 
mined in Emily til Wesel morning, having no appointment in he 
rican ine. On that dy I proceed to’ Peterorovah, and reached it 
‘ly in the aferoon in time to atend the mesing of the clergy at the 
Rev. €. T, Wades, This and the following day wore spent mort 
pleasantly, and tut profiably, with my’ elec bredven 

‘On Friday mocnig, te 19h uly, 1 ft ata ey our for Fenelon 
Falls; nd having travelled the fis 12 mls in a wageon, embarked in 
4 private fouronred boat and ascended the Lakes, aving 4 ot 
estiaion ele before midnight. The scenery though which we 
paved was often very beau, though extemely wil. Om Sunday, 
Hthowoh much ladsposod from the Muctustions of the weather and 
exposure fo the ight ai, Iwas, by the blessing of God enable to pe 
{orm service and preseh twice to 2 very good congestion. Taso cht 
tened nine clea and had an application for an adalt baptism, bat 
‘esti on Gading ater examination thatthe candidate did ot evince 
{ sfcent knowledge of the eat truths of Chis). The spirted 
proprietors of ths fouhing spt have been the means ofthe erection 
Gta lg church, neatly fed up with pup, reading dest, and com 
Inuion table. The bling & beautifully sisted om the summit of 3 
‘hing ground in ther new village. fond has alo been raed in the 








mother county anions the ends ofthe sets in this neighbourhood, 
hich wil ass very material ia the sopport ofa clergyman 

(On Monday moming Tet i a two-eaed boat ith gentleman and 
lady who had come up the Lake seven miles on Sunday morning to 
attnd the services, and Twas obliged to take shelter fom a thunder 
‘Socm under their oof, sete we artived jst in tne to escape it As 
Soon asthe weather had cleared up Tenbarked again wit 3 boatman, 
and about SPM, artved at Bobeaypean, where for the fst tine Up 
formed! the mariage ceremony. Starting with my boatman before su 
‘ise the next morning, we rived atthe landing om Mad Lake about 
‘oon, From thence I walked 12 miles to Peterborough, and svaed 
‘myself once more of the opty ofthe Rex. C. T- Wade. We left 
fogetber the next moening, and had serie in Otomabee at IT clock 
‘The day agai prove, unfortunately, very Wet and stormy: yet T pro= 
seded inthe evening to fall my engagement at Gichst’s ils, bat 
found that publicity had not been given to my notice, though the inad- 
sertency of the party to whom I hid enrotd its srltion, 1 sib 
Sequeny experienced sinlar disappointment, from the same case, 
at Aspe 

(On Saturday 1 proceeded though Percy 1 Seymour, where I per 
formed service on Sunday mornin, and at Percy a 6 oeck the sme 
cvening. Leaving early on Monday morning the 29th inst, returned 
‘ance more to Coboure, by the blessing of Godin ealh and sey, 
having veld inal by land and water, upwards of 300 mies 

‘some instances, inte remote wtlements, {found a plan pursed 
vehich appear to have boon attended with benef resuls allude Yo 
the practe of a layman reading the Church service and s printed ser- 
‘oa to his eighbours every Sunday. This I have found to have been 
the means of keping alive a sense a religi inthe backwoods, and of 
maining alecton towards the Church and 2 desire fo the regula 
Iinstrtions of her clergy t would be impossible for one who Had not 
wiesed it to conceive adequately the sprital destttion existing in 
Thove remote ples; and wile seldom relieved by any sound oF 
regular mination, Solnians, Mormons, and other teaches of false 
(octrines reap an abundant haves 

Te impor that x consents Christian having at hear, a¢ be 
‘ust have, the salvation of the souls of his fllow-eeatres and the 
‘vancement of Chriss Kingdom, could sce what T ave seen and re= 
‘main unconvinced ofthe necessity forth recognition of Reon by a 
Government profesedy Chests. The conieration of the means — 
‘bv simple as creumstanees woold sum to render them —to be 
‘opted I leave to thes; but to the existence ofthe abslie need of 




















such a ours, I bear my testimony, however feeble. We know tht the 
bessed dy will arte when ‘the kingdoms ofthis world sbll become 
the Kingdoms of our Lor, ad his Chests and He shal reign fr eve 
it this conviction should not lead man presumptsly t0 forgo fhe 
se of the mos etectal means; and T confidently trast that we may yet 
‘se, where now thee Is butte vice of one ring in the wilder 
the precy amply fled in ts spistual seme; "The wldemese and 
the Solitary place shall be glad for them; andthe desert shal eo, 
fad blossom atthe rs 





remain, Rev. and deat Sis, 
‘Yours very faithful, 
(Geo. Chales Stet, 
‘Traveling Missionary. 


() coxciusto OF THE REVEREN GEORGE €. STREETS ASION 
[The Church, February 1, 1840) 
“To the Eitor ofthe Church (Cobourg, 2h Janwary, 1840. 


Rey. and dear Si,—Hving made two missionary tours sine the 
ablation of my let in October lst, now present 8 short sketch of 
‘hem tothe frends ofthe Chur, through the medium of your valuable 
and interesting Jour. 

1 eft his on Thursday the 10h of October, aad the same evening 
reached Cavan and having availed myself of te wonted ospialy of 
the Rex. § Armour, I proeeded on te following morning to Emly, 
‘nhore Td service at 3 P&M. On the following Sondey, scoring 
‘ppoinimeat, T undertok the dues ofthe Rev. C. Wade at Petet- 
‘borough, heaving had eccasion to make a journey to Quebec Ia the 
semoon of hat dy Tso preached ia Otoabie according to previout 
rote, Methodist preacher having concided hit service othe same 
congregation but afew minutes before my artval. This am occurrence 
‘which must oflen happen, and resus ffom the want of a system of 
Stated services, which however fear wil be impracticable while the 
Inbourer inthe vineyard are so deploably fe 

‘On Monsay the 1th October I proceded to Percy, and from thence 
to the Carrying Pace, where on the 16th and 17h Thad the stisaton 
of atonding the Clerical Mesting eld atthe residence ofthe Rev. J 
Grier, 

‘On the following Fray I proceeded wo Sesion, and on the succeed 
fing Sanday preached to tage congregation at Mf, Rannie's im the 
‘morning, and fclted at Petey at 7 in the evening. 


(On Monday the 21st I proceeded to Mr. Bids’ i Asphodl, and 
on Tussay flied an engagement which bad been made for me at 
Keclers Mis, « distance of 12 mies. Here T cisteaed a child. On 
‘Wesnesday I preached to good congregation at Walkers Mis, and 
‘pied four children. On te folowing day I had service at Glchrit's 
Mls and was again call onto christen child. On the 26th I reached 
oily, and the sext day being Sunday preached inthe village inthe 
‘morning, andi the afteraoon in Ops. Subsequently T spent two or thre 
‘aye in Peterborough, and on the Ist November code to Lindsay, in 
‘Ops, where I preached at 3 PAM. I bapized this week sx len in 
this toma, 

‘On Saturday, a oat havag been seat for me from Fenslon Falls, 
proceeded thither, and preached tere tice on the flowing day 

“Monday evening found me oace more in Eaily, apd on the next 
evening Trode through a pitiless snow storm to Mr. Armour’ which, 
flthough bata distance of fen mies, i took me betwen tree and fur 
hour to accomplish. The nextday was equally unpropis, and Thad 
8 very dingrecable ride of 34 mes, but arrived once more, by God's 
‘essing, in good health, at Coboup, having ben absent about» month, 
‘nd having travelled in that time nearly 400 mes. 

‘ving remained at Cobourg fr about tree wesks—performing ia 
the terial services at Colborne and Grafton, and otherwise asistag 
the Rector ofthe Parsh—I left gain on the 30th Nov. and preached 
1st 10 lock the following moming, blag Sunday, to a numerous con- 
festlon ata ation about eleven miles onthe Peterborough ros, 
‘There ar many fais in this neighbourhood waemly attached #0 the 
(Church, but is seldom that they have an opportunity of atendng het 
service. Previous tothe assembling of the congregation Thad en oppoe- 
tunity of bit examining a very respectable Sundsyschool which i 
Heady condoted here. I reached Su. Paul's church in Cavan shorty 
er the commencement of aflrnoon sence and having preached 
for Me. Armour I proceed in company with him to his residence, and 
femaiing tl Wednesday, went onto Emily. As Thad come out laert 
fatiely upon 4 pioneering expedition, to explore townships hitherto 
‘visited by any of our Cevy, and to make stom fr ftsre appoint. 
tment, Thad no engagements this week, bat made the most of my ine 
by forwarding ar for a6 T could the plans for the competion of the 
CChoreh at this spot. On Thursiay Trade round, accompanied by Me 
ophes, to call on the members of the Bling Commitee, meting 
‘of which was called fr Sturdy. On the evening ofthat dy the Re. 
1R.J.C. Taylor arived from Peterborough not having ben aware that 








1 vas in the nightouthood; on the following moening I assisted him 
fn the servic atthe village, and while he eetrned to Peerborough, 
‘ling st a station shout Ave miles onthe road, Thad divine service 
in Ops a3 PAM. On Monday I rode to Me. Rutan’ inthe ater towa> 
Ship, where I was kindly rested, and left an appointment for the 
12h Passing through Mipona a the folowing day, I found mysell 
{the evening in Brock, in the Home District, whore 1 vas bospiably 
roasted at the hoose of Major Thompson. From Mr. Cowan ako, 2 
eghbouring magsvat, 1 resived kind attention, both now and the 
following week. ound that, acceding othe etwas lately made ofthe 
comparative nunbers Belonging to diferent denominations there ere 
‘554 members of oar communion i this townships and yeti had not 
been visted by a clergyman for between two end thre Yeas. 

‘On Wednesiay evening I rode into Eldon and was Kindly caer- 
tained atthe howe of ME. Ewing, Snow having fallen in great gusnt- 
ties and the ground beng yet st my ride to Mr. Ruttans was rendered 
‘ery imple, the mud reaching at times almost to the stieops as T 
Sat on horseback, However, I anived in tine to full my appoient, 
‘ad had the gratication of preaching to large congestion. Vaso 
‘hrstened fur eden, I retuned on Fry to Ely, aod on Saturday 
tended a second mrcting of the Bulling Commies, upon which 
foccasion the contact forthe completion of the church was given out. 
Tpresshed on the following éy athe village in the morning, and in the 
sfterooa at Braden’ on the Peterborough road. Tas was the ist ie 
‘of my oflting at this pcs, and T had much reason tobe plesed 
‘vith the number, atenson, and rexpetbity of my coneropation. The 
members of the Church in tht quarter ae only waiting forthe appont= 
‘meat of eesident minister in Emily inorder to erst a suitable balding 
{or Dsie worship. On Monday afternoon, having been provided with 
4 sigh by the kindness of Mr. Hughes, T commenced a second tour in 
the western townshipe i oder to full the sppolatments made the week 
previous. preached on Tuesday evening ia Maripos toa Inge comet 
atta, and christened two children. On the folloming day, sosomipnied 
by several menters of Major Thompson's and Mr. Cowan fais, 
proceeded to Me. Vrooman's, stated almost in the ente of Brock 
‘The roads were so unexpectedly bad tat, lfhioush th hour sppointed 
seas ITA we didnot aie tl hal-past wel; yet [found a veo 
Tange congregation wale witkpunce for marl. A’ ption (0 
the Lord Bishop fr resident clersymsn was pot into my Hands, with 
ft reques tha T would give note alter service of is remaining + Me, 
‘Vroomans for senauce. With this request Thad much stsfcton fa 


complying, and read i aloud to the congregtion, upon which they 
ame forward with much alert toad ther names. T ebrsened at 
{hs time nae cen, and although Teould not inst upom sponsors 
in every cae, t wil, am sur, be gratifying to all well-wishers of the 
‘Church and pacislcly to your corespondent Co ea tat those 
who did take that obligation upon them on tis ecason were com 
‘hunicats. [vil take this opportunity of stating that Texerese a8 much 
re ay crcumstacts wil pent wih regard 10 the parent of the 
‘hile, ands forthe sponsors, ey ivarahly inthe habit of renting 
them unis they appear snsbe of the solemn nate ofthe responsi 
Diy incure. It must be evident to you that i impossible, under the 
ecumstanes ia which a Traveling Misonary is placed, to extcie 
Ss och care i his respects eesient misters with hnowleda> of 
{heir poole are enabled to do. 

‘My Tenghesed duties in Brock detained me dil 3 PM, and having 
16 lock an appointment in Eldon ata distance of 12 miles, Imad 
{he best of my way to that quater, accompanied by Mr. Cowas, on 
horseback. Not Knowing the exact situation ofthe spot where T'was 
to oft, we took the wrong road, snd in comequence found pan 
‘aching the schoolhonsethit abou halt ofthe congestion had let 
Tpreacied however to those who had remained, and found them estefl 
forthe prvepe of serve aflordd them. One female, who stetion 
Thad obrered to be riveted to the servi a8 proceeded, came 9 
‘pun its concision tothe pergn who had lod the reponse, and, 
ho alterards told me, took him by the had and thanking him ex- 
sfsimed, "0 Si, T hae boea this evening in England agin" He must be 
indowd no small delight to those who have been, perhaps for year, 
<ebarrd fom Hisenng to and jlaing ia the exquisite prayers of oot 
ltugy, to have ll htc ld associations revived in 0 calm and boy 8 
‘manner. I could almost envy the poor woman ber felngs a he fecl- 
lection of ber fatherland came crowding on her mind. May T be 
llowed to diges a tle longer in order to remind thse who have 
Cartan fais for atending the Services of the sanctuary~s0 mach 
ova almost to have forgotien the prestnss ofthe privilege—that thee 
te hundieds and even thomands of their brethren, eatered throweh 
the wilernes es sep having no shepherd, who wold rejoice to be 
‘ven oor-keper ia the hows ofthe Lor 

Tinclecied to mention ins proper place tht a. SundaySchool 
xi in Brock, mmberag 50 children; and fo which my atetion was 
epentedly and earnest called, es they were dstitte of book. wae 
Tewested to obtain supply ofthe Church Catechisss for i hich 





1 promized todo. You wil gree with me tht it highly crise to 
the members of te Chufch inthis negbourhood to have kept alive, 28 
they have done, sease oftheir dues as Christians by providing for 
the reigns isrction of the ring generation 

“Ativing at Me. Rutan’ on the 19th T preached again toa conge- 
‘gation of about 30; and dove to Emly ot the fllowing day. Thete T 
Trinstered private bapim to an lfant and mario couple; flee 
‘thick I proceeded to Mr. Armour. On Sunday I preached for hin) 
in the moming, and at St. Pras chareh inthe ftemoon on my wy 
ome, whe he undertook my Missionary diy inthe township of Man 

ius ended any third tour of 280 mies, which had proved to me 
bihly interesting: and which, I devoutly tras may. not have been 
witout a Besing © some immoral soul 

"take the opportunity ence for allo acknowledging the great kind- 
‘ness which a eery quarter Was exctced towards me dating my travels: 
find Tam comerained to sy that, whatever acer spostole precept ms) 
{all short of falimet inthe backwoods, his one does not-—"Use has 
Piality one to soother withoo ering 

"Neier, whe T bear testimony othe kindness of man, would I for- 
‘ear to acknowledge thus publely my gratiude to Almighty God, who 
aspen snd conned to me in all my wanderings heals and strength 
fd cherie. 

‘hope it wll nt be trespassing on the Tits of «Hetero offer a 
suggestion before concluding. for the supply in prt ofthe wants of the 
Sriiteally devue. My plan is thies—to appoint stations a nearly 
‘Squiistant ab posible from two, thee, or more resident clergymen, 
tthe opportunities may exist; and which shall be visited by each of 
‘et alternates, at sted interval, For the sake of example we wil 
suppose that there fa setlement having one minster resident win 
‘atten, snotber within twenty, and another wihin tilt) miles They 
[ate to have resi thar once a fernight, so tha, taking steals, 
ich woald be obliged to po once in sx wecks ony; and the benefits 
‘hat woul, by the blessing of God, result from such 2 plan, would far 
‘more than compensate forthe eddional labour. Tis, combined with 
1 modieation ofthe plan recommended by a recent corespondent i 
Sour paper (MM), might and T feel conden, would be productive 


ofthe happiest ret, 
‘remain, Rey. and dear Sr, 
"Bree yours fail 

Geo. C. Set 








X. COMMUNITY LIFE: EDUCATION 


Ts Seer nga stent fo roid eration 
facilites under the most adverse conditions. The fist known 
letes telative to schools ate here reproduced, together with in- 
spect reports which outline the pralems to be faced and how 

‘vere met The publicspiited work of those who stove 10 
fadvance education amid dizcouraging conditions of every type i 
here given recognition, An example of efforts to educate privately 
where public faites were not available is No. 6, consisting of 
excerps from the journal of Anne Langton, 1839, 





1. Lacx oF Senoois i ue Neweastee Disticr, 1816 
(@) terran oF sus roves 


[Publ Archives of Canada, Educational Papers, U.C, RG. 5 B 11, 
Vel. 2, No.3} 


Harton! 30 August 1816, 
Si, 

"Your Letter ofthe 19! Instant Requesting a Report af the State of 
the Public School inthe Distt of New Castle Ive had the Honor 
Receive, and ia reply, beg leave to state forthe information of His 
Excellency the Lieutenant Governor, that in consequence ofthe great 
Aut, for these lst Three Yeas inobaiing Teacher adequate 0 
the overecing the Public Schoo, and in consequence ofthe delinquency 
tof the one list Recommended to His Excellency, there hat Been n0 
able Shoot kept-—1 have the Hono to be 


sie 
Your ob HBL. Serv — 

“To Benjt Geale Es? lias Jones Troster 

Inabeence of MI Act See, N Case Distt School 


Meahon 


laos ws hs sane or Cte, er he op wd i 


(&) werren oF sou Perens 


[Public Archives of Canada, Educational Papers UC. RG. 5, BIL, 
Vol. 2, No. 13] 


(Ceamah Oct 361816. 


si, 
| had dhe honor to receive 8 leterfrom His Exclleney the Liut 
Governors office the 15% Sept las, equling a zeport of the public 
School inthe District of Neweastle. There has heen no public school 
in the District for soveral years atleast since M' Richard Catrel et 
‘AM’ Stoughton was recommended lst Winter, and approved by 
His Excelecy but now declines Teaching. 


have the honor tobe 
‘sit 
‘your moxt Obedient 
Hamble Servant 


Jn Peter Trwstce 





To 
"Edward MacMahon Big? 


‘Act Secretary. . 
York 


2. Sonoots ne rue Neweasrts Disaic, 181 


(ube Archives of Canada, Upper Canada Sundries} 





‘To His Honor Sumust Smith Esquire Adminstrator Adainsering 
the Goverment ofthe Province of Upper Canada-—te—to—e— 


‘The Mord of Edeation forthe Disst of New Caste bog kare 
‘most Respect to report — 

“That upon examining the Reports from dhe Trusts of the Common 
School inthis Distt — 





urna ror Me Dower, on 


AGRICULTURAL, miPLOMA 





{Bib ine cghecortic moat ro plat Saf i ged 
EEE sare em cies een, eek ee 
Se cee ae Sie ere 
‘Ei Ia Whe onene b> gens eo "Rakha He 








‘idence in himell, and therefore not sadjing wticenty; Mr Bnd is 
‘uch cot up about i but llenes aways meets it reward, be wat 
ely losing an extremely advantagsoos swan with E- Leigh Faq, 
who of coure could ot receive hin without ix diploma; the = 
fortunate youth i now saying the howpkable mansion of. Betty 
iq. who atemping 10 eradicate those pemicious seeds of Mlenest 
‘which have bees sown 0a too fete mind, 


15. Capra Howton Rave 
4 ise To PeTzanoRoUoN AMO LAKRINELD, 1860 


[PMorion Price, A Theatrical Trip for» Wager through Canad and 
the United States (London, 1861), pp. 40-2) 


From Port Hope we jouneyed north to Petsboroagh. This fa 
potion of my joarmey tat Took back 10 with mich plea. 1, by 
{his time, began to see my way, My winning the wager wat cera, 
ar sccdemts or health. We were gradually geting ino the ways of 


‘COMMUNITY LIFE: EDUCATION ms 


‘There is great defeioney of boks in very many of the schools! 

“hin, I wos told, orgmated im the carlesnes of poverty of the 
patents. I have, homerer, invariably wrped upon them the necesity of 
Spying ther children ‘with proper books. The teachers frequently 
‘complain ofthis dtciency, and of their consequent Inability 1 lasify 
thei scholar; which peeudicil wo thee advancement 

have reson to believe that the teacher ely more upon reason and 
‘commen seas in thei instruction, than upon the rod; ad T have ine 
‘riably urd upoa them to do so. Thave ls had to suggest the beetit 
of allowing the hlren 3 shoct relation during schol hous. Thave 
tlko made it known that intemperance i an} teacher wil be regarded 
lyme asa good extee for hr immediate removal, and that erally to- 
ssid is Scholars wil be promply put down. 

Upon the sole T may say that, although there is mech rom for 
Improvement in many ofthe shoals sil tere sno fal ease for em 
plait and T am satisfied that they wil conte gradually to prosper, 
Se hat the teachers wll be improving 

may ere slate that T made an application some time ago tothe 
Governor General forthe free grant of loti the Town of Peterborough 
to Trntecs, vith the view of ltinstely being able to bold thereon & 
‘ommodious schol house, and establishing by, private munifeence a 
fad the inert trom which woald be sfcen to reply fre tion 

who might choose to aval themselves of i and to have a pood 
in conection therewith and I have intended if my exertions had 
ton suet to have devoted the entire of yal, as Supein~ 
tendent, for that purpose. But Hs Excellency did not condescend to 
otic hy petition and so the mater forthe present has ended 
have the hone the, 
'E, BURNHAM, 
‘County Superintendent of Schools forthe Colborne District 
Peterborough, Febrsry 1, 1848 








heer raat Wee 
Soh emo amare ee 
‘EEESR Aina as neta Gueat Uaneng. Pomme A 





4, SUPERIVTENDENT THOMAS BENSON ExrLADss is 
Rusoaanion, 1851 


Leuoted in Poole, A Skcich ofthe County of Peterborough, pp. S6-8] 


To the Warden and Municipal Councillors of the County of 
Peterborough, in Counell Assembled 


GENTLEMEN: —he period having arsved when it becomes neces- 
sary that you should provide fr the superintendence of the Common 
‘Schools of the county forthe ensuing year, iti proper that T should 
Inform you that T'do nt intend to ff myself ab a candidate for the 
“Sustion you did mete honor to sonfer upon me tthe commencement 
of the past year 

IT here Take oocston to refer to few of the seasons which have 
Indeed me to come to this determination, it wil be with te sole view 
of inctesing the useflues and efiieny of an ofe the fatal dis- 
‘hare ofthe dates of which may do more to promete the socal and 
tmonl advancement of the rural population of this county than any 
ther secular agency within your conto. The int and most powerta 
Inotve which impels me to" deine 2 reappointment t0 the olce of 
‘uperitendeat of schools i the conviction tt the amount of Ibo 
Shick the fitful dscharge of 1 dutes would ental! upon the ine 
‘imbent more than any one perm could posi endure 

Test wl be apparent tt in sllding to the exon of hi lbor 1 
do aot eek to magny my own exertions. T crave your attention to this 
pint merely to shew hata change ofthe former system is necessary. 

"The dance which mst be travel over to complete one visit 10 
‘ach school section inthis county would appear tull icreible 19 
Sy one who had not taken some pains to reckon wp the umerous 
joumeys i eccsions; one vst cold not he neatly accomplished a 8 
Guarter ofthe sear at an average rte of traveling of sweaty mes a 
tay, This ate, comsidering the state of most ofthe roads and the time 
Src met be spent im properly examining 2 schol, 5 greater than 
Sold goubly be maintained for a whole year The exlent of 
omespondence during the past year has heen mich pester than an) 
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‘one anticipated, Upwards of si hundred commusicaons have been 
‘eosived and nearly five hundeed despathed. I tue tat ds wil be 
in future greslydimisbed,unlew changes are made i the schon la 
Dutt wl alvays be very considers. The operation fa nw bit newly 
Jntroddced ena spon me the preparation of oplons aad decisions 
which not infequendy reguted days of earful earch, and much 
Inbor in furnishing mumerous copie. 1 do not at all exaggerate when 
sate thatthe ofc work alone of my station has consumed more 
time, and required more anxious exertion, thn is devted to some of 
the Best pid ofes inthe county. 

nthe next place Td that my eal i mot equal to dhe task thie 
‘fice imposes. Frequent night journeys and change of qusrters brought 
‘8 tof nes hich Kept me from te perfomance of my dis for 
several weeks, every effort fo resume my jureys binging on elapse 

‘Dut T thould be reerant to the case 1 profes 10 advocate iT 
allowed any’ cowardly sppreheasion of being misunderiond of mis 
represented to prevent me from stating thatthe remoneraton stacked 
tothe oie under consideration is ost ofall proportion tthe nate 
‘nd importance of dite, and tothe vale of such qualiestion a6 3 
‘Setintendet should posses. 

‘My personal expenses for the year, including travelling expenses, 
repair, wationery,pontag, snd lo inthe ale of s horse wor down, 
Ive amounted to aboot seventy pounds, leaving oaly about sity pounds 
25 compensation fr services which occupied the whole of my tine 10 
the exlson of al other soars of Income 

"The contusion I dese to daw tom these statements sone to which 
1 trast may be permite to cll your attention without exposing myelf 
to the imputtion of offi interference with privileges and dies 
which ae peut commited to you y the Iw: Is this—that the 
Interests of education willbe promoted by 4 dvison of the county ito 
at least to districts for school superintendence, and by fing rate 
fof remuneration more justly proporionad tothe valve of the services 
nd sinment elle into exercise by ir ardaoar dai and igh 
‘euirement 

‘With regard tothe condton and prospects of common school edu 
ion in he county an improvement has take place, and an pets a 
been gen to the desire for further advancement which must have 
some wo apparent to each of you, seamen, in Your sever locates, 
ro eave no need fo enlarge upon there. Whether thi improve 
‘all go on wih a mich needed and stediy increasing progres wll 
preaty depend upon the appointments which the Council my now 


‘make to fl a station the duis of which I fel that U have very i= 
efeclly discharged. 
have the honor fo be, Geuemea, 
"Your most obedient humble servant, 
(Signed) THOMAS BENSON, 
‘Supt. Schools Co. Pteror’ 
Peterborough, 28th January, 1852, 


‘5, Rovont oF INSPECTION oF ScHoots Hv Asriooes, Towser 
fr Dx. Thowas Poot, 1855, 


[cCofpore Transcript and Castleton, Perey, Hastings, & Norwood 
Adverse, January 12, 1836) 


‘The examination of the Norwood Grammar and Common Schools 
eas held on Wededsy, the 19th ns. Your space and my time wll, 
tot sufer any minute tas. Sofce itt say that in the many nd 
‘ried subject in which the clases were examined they segue thean- 
‘elves mow credibly, and rected the highest honor upon the ex 
fallen teaches under whose care they have the good fortne to be 
‘laced, The existence of such schol i boon of inestimable vale 0 
{hove residing in a remote seston ofthe county, pling them, in 
‘lucatinal pont of Wie, upon am equality wih the more favored ete 
Akan of the fone townships. The ew scool-bouse, bul of rick 
Spi resembling in sie and appearance the Town-tall of Peteroro, 
rapidly approaching completion; and from the increased accommoda: 
tions proided, and a continuation of the valuable sevies of ME 
fd Me. Dat, we ave eas o expect tll more suspicion fue 

"ere my remarks might close, and should doo ere not thatthe 
ning is Ted involuntary 10 contrast the preset efficient sytem of 
teaching with that which prevailed only afew years ago in oat county 
‘ehools. Many of your readers can cll 0 mind the time when Walker's 
fictionry wat plated io their hands, ad they commenced the bopeless 
task of commiting i 19 memory. Vions of the wel-thumbed Mavor 
tnd the peretl English reader, sandwiched with certain ose 
Ierolyphcs, bemmed hy the falling tear and overshadowed by the 
fol birch, sil Raunt the miads of those who have suved those 
inetanchoy hour, What wonder at school wae voted & gloomy pace 
tnd leaning draery! But the scene has changed, and with far os 
Tabor and much greter eficeney me have lsrned— 





“To pour the fresh intrction der the mind. 

We rejoice to Enow tht the other branches, besides those of the 
wilow, af Bow sppecated in our schools, abd trast thatthe pode 
peat 

‘he whining schoo-boy with ht satchel 

‘Ana shining mornin face, eveepng ike sal 

Unwin to schoot — 
wl be found tobe oaly portato the past, snd that te orginal wil 
every seldom see i the ute, 

Norwood, Dee. 24, 1855. T. W. Pook, Local Superatadent, 
Aspe. 


6, Awwe Lancron’s Parvare Scuoot, 1839 


Ame Langton: & Gealewoman in Upper Canada: the Journals of 
‘Anne Langton (Toronto, 1950), pp. 89, 9-6, and 117) 


Wednesday, Januar 2{1839]—.... Thad Menies'wo Ue gis fo 
lesion today Ihave lately beg to teach them a lite. They come 
for about em hour tree tines » wecks as jet we are not at al perfect 
In ourleters, and Tsometines fel that, unaccustomed a Tam to teach- 
‘ng, I shall not accomplish much in my short schoalig. But one good 
sffect it appears to have, tht they gt litle more teaching at home. 
hope ths ay costa, sad then my own ellorts wil certily not ave 
been thrown sway. My pups ae Ovo very prety il gs about Be 
snd oven, and sometimes recall tomy mind the dear ite gids at Seed- 
Wedncsley, January 16-1 had a new pupil today, ite git ofthe 
Dani about ten ears ol. T scarcely yet know what her atsnments 
‘ar, fr she is drealy tightened, and thoogh she appeared to know 
fcsrely more tan bet Ieters at fist, T shall not tn ie all sy own 
‘ing fd that she can read atthe end of a forte. Lbope she wil 
lst some good from me, however, fr she as nay two mies to come 
{for her leon. 

"Tuesday, July 9 





My schoa! assembled inthe afternoon, but 
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we ll felt the weather. Iwas sloepy, andthe children were languid. 1 
Ibad a new scholar, 2 gil offen or twelve years of age, not yt perfect 
ln her leters. And now I think my number I up. When move come on 
Tus tun some af the old es of, ules T ean atoduce the mutual 
instruction stem, oc, at Tcannot well extend my scool hour, the 
‘benefit to each individual mont be neseanily diminished by an increase 
‘of numbers, At present the amount of e004 ined in 8 lesson i not 
very pret at any rte thy are put Into the way of Teaming, and 
rendered chpuble of improving themlis 


XL SELECTIONS FROM WRITINGS DESCRIPTIVE 
‘OF THE REGION 


Typos impart sores the inhabitants of he od Newest 
Distt, comprising the present counties of Northumberland, 
Durham, Peterborough, Vicora, and Haliburton, are unigue in 
‘Canada; for nowhere eke were there so many men and worten of 
intllct and taste who wrote prose and verse of high standard, 
and produced works of art without which we would be much the 
poorer. The leaders in authorship were the three Strcklands, but 
DBumerous others produced essays and poems that were eq, if 
Sot spear, to thks. "Thes cla flor vere hy ap 
Drevated among thei contemporaries, as may be seen from the 
Columns of the newspapers and periodicals of the day but they 
have been in large meatire unknown in our day both a critics and 
to the general public. Their vale as part of our record of pionaet- 
ing—apart altogether as a lterary hevitago-is inestimable, and it 
isting that selections from them should be reproduced in this 
‘lume: A few descriptions by visilors to the region are added for 
their historical value and human interest, 





1. Fraxces Srewaar (1796-1872) 

‘Thomas and Frances Stewart, among the most cultured and 
publiespiried early stders in the Neweastle District, emigrated 
{fo Upper Canada in 1822, owing, lke many another, to reduced 
Circumstances, They were accompanied by a brother in-law, 
Robert Reid, and his family. They stayed in Cobourg while land 
‘grants were being arranged, and due to influence in Briish and 
Canadian oficial circles cach family recived a grant of 1200 
‘acres of land in Douro Township, together with control for Sve 
{ears of further seulement in the district. They setled near one 
nother on the Otonabee, jast north of what was soon to become 
the village of Scot's Plans (Peterborough). 

Frances Stewarts leters to England, published in Our Forest 
Home (Toroato, 1889), indicate her cultural interests, her love 
fof mature, and a determined spirit thatthe exizencies of pioneer 
life could not dampen. She and Mrs. Catharine Teall were Kindred 
spins, and her ten childfen were taught to recognize the flowers 
{nd the trees. In 1431 her husband was appointed tothe Legislative 








Council, and he remained a member until his death in 1847. He 
appears in this volume in various capacities, but particulary as 
suthor of a leter sent to Captain Basil Hall and printed anony- 
tmously in his Travels in North America in the Years 1827 and 
1828 (Edinburgh, 1829). His talented wife died in 1872 


Poole, A Sketch of... the County of Peterborough, pp. 147-50) 


(On the fst day of June, 1822, we sled from Qucbes, accompanied 
by my broherinaw and his fly, which consisted of his wie, sb 
‘daughter, and three soos. We came up the St Lawrence fom La Chine 
in bates, which was a ery teous mode of traveling. We reached 
‘Toronto (then called York) in August, and were detained thee several 
weeks by illness. Meantine my husband and brtherindaw proceed 
{bran of land ia Douro and startod to see 

‘Aboot the fet of Occber we cane to Cobour, then very small 
vilage, From thence my brothersn-law with some hited mn proceeded 
‘ect to Douro to make an openig in the Woods, my husband beng 
prevented by les rom accompanying them. Two dearngs were com> 
‘encod about ale toes the boundary of te township of Otonaboe 
any in November my siterinl and her children joined her bus 
‘und in the backwoods, They tok 3 linge seow, or fit totomed bot, 
fom Rice Lake, which onthe second evening reached the Lite Lake, 
‘They landed onthe pont of land near where the village of Ashburnham 
is now situated, and from tence proceeded to el shanty about thee 
ries from the Lnding. 

‘My harband, ysl, nd thee title ciden, with a ma-seevan 
‘ani 8 boy, were #0 come up of the retin ofthe boat; but we were 
<etined at Cobours by the illness of one of our chile, and therefore 
‘were oblged to walt for seghing, to perform the joumey by land 
‘through the townships of Hope, Cavan, apd Monashas 

‘At hatte there were but few ster in these townships; and on 
the second ay we traveled nine or ten mils without seing a house 
fr clearing, At last we reached “Scots mull (onthe 12th of February, 
1833, at 1 oelock pm), then the only house in Peterborough. The 
Lit Lake not being ene fr teams to cross om the ce, we were obliged 
to walk over—our children and Tugeage being cared by oor servants 
tnd rome men who Kindy assisted. The snow was thea about to feet, 
sep, Our or team and sleigh were In waling onthe eter side, but by 
thetine we had all reached the place daylight beean wo fa, which made 
four proges trough the woods much more dict; and the seigh 


‘being loaded 1 was obiged to walk, Our litera, unfortmatly, pot 
filed with soow, and ou candle so wet tha it woud not light. So We 
proceeded slowly, and at last pereied a Hight belore us and soon 
cached out log howe, The light proseded from a larg wood Be, 
ich rejoin our hea 

‘We found outhouse in avery uaiised state the door had not been 
hung, nor were any paitoas made. A large opening was left in the 
roof where the china was to have gone wp, butte intense font bad 
‘opped the mason-work when sow half compete, Finding this 
Father cooled us, and we fl puzzled where tole out slepig eile, 
1 the Moor was covered wil thick coating of ice and mora. How 
ice, we soon discovered some shavings Tel by the single makers, 
wich we spre om the ice and then Ind on car matte, and 8 
these made temporary ‘shake-down! on which we cheerfully ai down, 
after a supper afta, bread, ure, and pork. Belag very Weary We 
Slept soundly: but inthe moesing oa aoking up, Tsaw the stats Though 
the aperture lt for the chimney. 

"Atte my brother.n-Inr and his amity Bived in an open shanty 
shout hal amie north of ts, and from having tee fe onside they 
tere much annoyed by the smoke and spars Blowing in, which st 
ihe ten sete to tse bedding 

‘By slow depres thee difcltcs were surmounted but we found 
now difclies arising from the want of roads of some means of con 
‘ing our provisions from Cobourg, which was the nearest town. Mi. 
Bethune was thea the only stoe-ecper there, and was also Post- 
master. We seat to him when 2 fresh supply of provisions or other 
feceoscien was required, and thee were forwarded to by way of 
[Rice Lake, which proved very tedious and expensive mode of con- 
vejance, andthe delty of our supplies sometimes dove us t0 most 
Pf strats, In the autumn 9 suficient store had to be proctred in 
{his way to ls foe five months, 2s ou winters at that ine seta about 
the end of Ociober snd seldom terminated until the middle or end of 
‘April At one time, Before we had any shoemaker near bs we feat 
fan order to Cobourg for boots and shoes for eth fais, numbering 
Shout twenty persons of all ages end afer wang & Tong time for 
them, we iurned that they had been lst in rosing Rice Lake and 
‘ould not be recnered. This was a seious lst, a they could not be 
feplaced for some months, ad inthe meantine many were obliged to 
9 butlooed 

‘Pea soup and pork was our principal food. Our bread was good when 
‘we could et s004 Nour, or when the yeast was not frozen, Very often 
‘med only rye meal, which was not disagrecabe; but one season, not 
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‘we had many hardships and privations to endure, party fom a want 
‘of knowledge ofthe proper way of managing, and pry fom he bea 
expenses incorted on our fst stating, bythe etobitent charges and 
high price of every Lind of provisions and clothing Desies the reat 
aly of procuring evn the most necessary ates, But ater the 
‘sablishment of Peterboroogh all these dicalies gradually. d= 
appeared, and have now nearly faded from my memory) 
RS 


2. Twonuas Srewanr's Namearive 
(Wat, Travels in North Ameticn -- , Vol. pp. 307-23] 


Douro in Upper Canada 
ist Ape, 1828, 

My Deas sin, 

AS you were commbsioned by Capain Hall to procure fom me 
answers to some quis, I shall ist give you a short Sketch ofthe pro- 
edinas of my own family from the commencement, I shall detare 
the trath—but not the whole tuth—as it would require volumes to om 
tain all T could relate; and a you are pary aware of the diclis we 
Ind to encounter, you wil peeve there is no exaggeration 

‘Afier various dangers on the voyage out we reached Ovebec in 
safety. Our party was very Tags, consisting of 21 persons; and wishing 
fo use as moch economy as possible, we engaged some births in the 
steerage of the steamboat for Montel, having a temporary division 
‘made to prevent our party from being anaased by the comisea pas 
Seager. Two dollars aad was the charge. Thre children were charged 
for at one pasenger. From La Chin, near Monel, we proceded 
in atcaux up the ver St. Lawrence, This was very pleasntfor + sy 
‘or two, but when conned freight or nie it became tresome. Some- 
times we slept in hays, preferting the swect fresh hay and cool ait 
tothe smal ose fooms in taverns, which abounded with bugs Some 
times we ay onthe pass net the riverside, and though frequently wet 
throagh with dew, yet our party enjoyed good health. We arrived 
Kingston atthe casi end of Lake Ontario, on the night ofthe ninth day, 
‘nds al the houses were shut up, wee obliged to remain inthe boats 
tll morning, when we engaged schooner, and took ur passage for 
‘York, the capital of Upper Canada. Lay two days waliag fora fie 
sind_westher oppresiely hot 

TAt ork we remined fr ix weeks, the pester part of which time 
‘ny family was accommodated in the garrison by permission of the 
overoe, During our stay a York we vapacked oor bores, end found 


‘ur things much ijord by the wet they received inthe schooner, At 
the end of 4 moath we rented cate blanche from the Governor in 
(Council to pitch our tens in any township in which thre was vacant 
Ian I hired a wapgon, and, eccompanied by my brotberlaw sad 
his son, and laying in a tore of provisos sulesent fr a wesk, we pro- 
ecded to Cobourg delivered 2 few laters of introduction to some of 
the peiacipl people thee, and in eompany with frend went fo the 
‘Rice Lake, where he ineodaced ot the soreyor of the bac town 
ship, who lives atthe east end ofthe lake. This was the fst tine T 
nd ever been inthe house of a back-wood ser. "The Indy of the 
Duss was il withthe Lake fever, the lite infant ick with ag0, 90 
‘that all the housekeeping devoied vpon the man of the hese, who 
nied the cows, cooked tei meds, and atended the Invalid, Beside 
tending oll the business ofthe fatms. This, T must conf, siagpered 
mea Tite, parculaely as T myself fle Mat the mes But Ts no 
fppesrance of deetion in hin, and wby shoud T allow fears to arse? 
‘The next morning a female was procured fo attend the sick, and we 
proceeded 24 miles up the Otanabee River, t0 a place then called 
Scotts Pins, pow Peterborough, where thre was ad sll most 
‘wetced farm-ouse and taming doe gist and stl. My broter- 
flaw and thee mee, Incudag the surveyor, crossed the river to apy 
‘he promised lad, and walked to Doato, about thee mies hither 8p 
the ve, Iwai and not ale to accompany ther When they retuned 
‘hey made a very favourable repr, and Ierally brought a bunch of 
wld rape, 

‘We all then came back agin, with th fll determination to bing 
cour families to Douro. T became very ll Before T reached Caboury, 
Shere Tw confined to bed in a miserable tavern. I wat visited by 3 
Eenlleman who, inthe most friendly and hospitable manner, insted oa 
fy beng removed fo his Rowse, where T remained dangerously il for 
Shout thee weeks. My brotherinfaw, in tie meantime, had eetumed 
to York for our to fans, Iavng his son to take cae of me. Tn 
hoot fen dye they seached Cobourg In a schooner, after having em 
‘countered sorm and having been neal shipwrecked. The Indes and 
tnyel reine in lodgings st Cobourg, and my trotherninw end 
tis som, slong wth some labourer, went to Douro, to brn operations 
‘where one but Tadians ot Taian 'traders had ever been before, and 
the parry merely gassing where they wer, as tat towaship had not 
set been surveyed. They cata road ffom the landing-place opposite 19 
‘Scots Mile, three miles though thick woods, to the place they were 
to tein to bl the hoe, forthe steoagearrent in the river prevented 
them from proceeding frter by water With some dealt they pro- 





uted a yoke of oxen oir in Smyth Town, and were obliged to swim. 
‘hom scrose the rive. 

‘Aer some tine provisions tepan to run shor, and two men were 
seat cut forage. Aller taveling for many mils they reamed with 
‘one sal pi, which Inted for only two dys. No four was to be had 
atthe Mil, asthe neighbourhood aflowded no wheat At dis time 18 
‘en were employed by my brotber-inJaw wo saw the logs of out houses, 
land he was qu ta los whee to send for food. Frtnstly 1 srived 
that vey evening with supply of pork, ptse, for, and whisky for it 
Thad not come, al tbe men wuld have gone avay and it would have 
been early imposible to cllet them again, os they ved many ales 
ftom each other and from Douro, Thi collection of neighbours is 
called Bee, ad i the common cstom to asst each other in any 
‘reat pce of nboor, suchas building a house, fogging, Ae. The person 
‘who alls the bees expected to feed them well and tortura thelr 
Work day for day. On my way up the aver from Rice Lake T was 
‘obliged Yo sleepin the woods wih a blanket rolled round me, and 2 
large ze at my feet Some Indians who were coming down the iver 
‘ame 10 spd sold ur some venzon for a ile whisky; we made them 
ook i for us, and also remain with vs al night fo keep on & god fire, 
tet wa cold westher in November, and tere was same stow 00 he 
ous, 

spent day of two at Douro to ee my hose put up 8 was ite 
anew seene 19 me and i etromely interesting to see sll opening 
‘made in the forest, and with the tees eut down the wals of hoose 
‘rected in afew bouts: and when every thing has ben prepared, a hoase 
‘ay be fished and ead tobe laabted into da. But tis Was aot 
fo with wx for, fom the ical of procuring hands ad salva #0 
fac back, we ad many delays in consequence of the severe rot sting 
Jn and te ness of the only mason inthe country, te stone work of 
cur chimneys was only half dove 

T retured 9 Cobourg to ag out out families to the woods; but T 
foun my le vey il, and alo one of ur chide, which delayed ws 
for some months bot my ster and her family went out and took up 
‘heir abode in What is called shanty, whch i merely a shed or hut 
rade of loge and roofed with sabe hollowed out of logs to tam the 
tet, and was quite open atone sie, and in front was a great log fre. 
‘They were obliged to vein this shanty the whale wine, 5 the frost 
prevented the mason from building the chimneys of thele house: that 
intr we Aad mich deeper snow than we have seen since we have Been 
in Canada, ting then 33 feet deep; and T ve seen the ite chitren, 
fom two years old and upward, siting round the fe, eavy stow 











{ating all he tine; yet bot my beotherinaw and ster say they never 
[new thr cidren so eal or 10 ively they then were. 

‘On te Ist of March, 1823, they po into ter ows ving Pt MP 
soto: the thermometer often 30 Below 2x0 ding this wit. 

‘Upon the 10th of February, 1823, my family being once more fa 
ood traveling onder, we departed trom Cobourg, 10 the surprise of 
Some of our finds who thought tat our courage would ha fied 
en the great plunge was actually o be taken. The fst night we slept 
4 litle avers, and edoping the exstom of woodefok at one, We 
foled curves in our blankets and ly down on the for before a large 
fre The next evening we feached Scotts Mil; ed our luggage and 
hilten cured actos the ster we were met om the ther ade wh 
Sleigh and oxen to convey ut to or new abode. Having terangod oot 
‘eding andthe younger chien onthe sigh, we proceso the stow 
realy knee-deep, and for the last two mils a darkness so tat we 
‘wee right gd to se te cera ight of good fe shining through 
‘ur loput windows. Here my ster and most of her family ets 
Welcome ust the woods. Out howe appeared lege and wil, a, from 
the difclty of procuring boards atthe saveml, thre was not a 
Single partion in ours put up; even on the Boor: the boards were 
scarcely sufllent © prevent the chides’ fet from going hough 
‘When we set about 10 prepare our beds we found the floor covered 
shove am inch thick wih fe f wich we moved at mich as we could 
‘thane and spades, and then put a ayer of chips and shsvings, upon 
‘Which we spread our mattresses and blanks; then having hong 
ome banks at the doors, snd alto for parisons, we lay down #0 
‘es, being prety well fatigued; and pon looking upwards from oot 
feds we fat the sky though the roof and have often, daiag the 
Hime we lyin that manner, smesed urls watching the sas passag 
and hers appearing 

“he next morning T sent all hands to Seots Mis for the remainder 
ous luggage ad mi wie and Tet out fo go to sce my iter. Hom 
ter, having excision fo return for something, T observed sake Hsing 
‘fom many parts ofthe rool. As gully a TeouldT went up the ladder, 
fd ound he wpper par ofthe chimney snd a peat pat of the roa oa 
fre. No one was inthe house except a maidserant and thre Tile 
clildren forumately the seaffoting ad not been removed; T climbed 
‘sp, and wa ost taking a pall of water rom the gi when the sali 
ive nay and down T ame. Twith much diiculy scrambled wp again 
tnd tore away the shingles which were on fis, and afer some de and 
trouble sored In extingsshing the Bir. This fre wan caused by a 
tanger method they have hee of building chimneys with eros sick, 


plastered with clay; but this had been bul in severe frst, 50 that the 
‘lay did not adhere and the sticks caught fe. 

‘Our tie was now oeupid in endewouriag to make ourselves com- 
forabe, and we smsed oursves by looking forward to sexing Some 
appearance of vegetation. This, however, did not cece wat the be 
‘inning of May. tn April we tried to make some sugar; but as we had 
‘boy fo tll us how fo et about we dd ot eacoed at al. The place 
tre Boiled the ap was within one unded yards of the howe; but 9 
‘lose were the tree that T old not sex the Hous; and it even appeared 
Soong a walk there tha Thad my dinner carried tome, thinking it 0 
far to return for ie mysll. This a mistake which frequently occurs 
to now sles; apd Ihave olen sac laughed, a that Very spots 20% 
‘eared and appesrs amon atthe very door: and, although we are only 
't yards from the river, we mere two months here before we could ee 
ie tom the house. Ar soon, however, ar the sow went off We com 
rmenced chopping 10 admit ir and sun, and gotten acces ready for 
‘pring crop Ithas occurred tous more than once inthe soo hes fist 
Sears of our residence hee, to bein danger of starvation fom the ex- 
treme dificult of procaring any sort of provisions inthis neighboar- 
ood and from te unoertsinty of conveyance fom Cobourg, our roads 
ting few and very bad and for sme time, bot in spring nd suum, 
‘ur navigation being interrupted by broken or bad ie, not good for 
leighng, Theft yer ve had no potatoes ntl Angst, and were sad 
to gather ay wild plants which we were tld ould be safely wed as 
fens to make a litle varity. Sul ork, pease soup, and bread being 
fit bad fod for children, sometimes for weeks togeiber we have used 
{ade of he young shoot of the hemockpne, o borat Taian cor 
for cofiee, We lived to far from other setles that we seldom besed of 
any opporsnity of sending out for any thing we wanted, T have had 
‘hve or far men working for ie, and ave nt bad provisions suficent 
forthe nextday. Thave pone oot with my ox team, and a man forage, 
tnd after tveling an ene day returned wih eousle of sheep that 
Ta rot pound of ft upon them, ile pork, and afew fowls, and 
them erwsing th er, jst near my om Roose, have been neue lung 
the whole cargo bythe sons curent 

“The most interesting time had now arived, when we saw our fst 
crop appear above grown. 1 ad the hoaou of planting and sowing 
the fst fends i Douro, Bat oar roubles were aot at an end, foe In 
ne, bona our cope were looking well and whea we looked forward 
to having reward for our patence and indir, a great fe, which 
tesan in the woods extended Into cur clesring an Bort wp Tare 
poring of the young Indian corn and potatoes, and it was ith the 








ti that we were able to sve spat of our precious cops 
“This fire lasted fortwo or three days, and all hands were busily ere 
ployed earying wate. 

Ts the secod year of our Sojourn we lost deur ite daughter, neatly 
to yeaes ld one who was most endearing ol who saw het, aad wh 
‘otter bepiled an hour after « day of hard Iabour. Two dys pated 
before we could send and procure a docter. A shoe ine after this my 
wife was conned, and I Rad to send ten mies for a nurse tender, 
iho reached us wih much dial, a she was obliged to wal through 
‘oods where no road fad ever been ca, and to be carted sometimes 
‘cross swamps, and lifted ovr large logs. My wife, however, recovered 
Safely and speedy although her conisement took place inthe depth 
‘ot winter; and ow’ we have thre lite stulden, who have never been 
‘hrco mies fom this house. Noting unpleasant has happened wi 
{he lc year or two, withthe exception of the lore of some ate by 
{he falling of toes and ther accidents. Our provisions occasionally fan 
short for the fist thce Years and at nes we have erally sed pin 
‘am nade ito cake, and used Indian corn bold when we could not 
procare Bour. In the winter of 1824 we had four Scotmen employed: 
Ind in order to supply them with bread we were obliged to grind our 
‘wheat na smal hend-al, which foranatey, we had brought with os 
for grinding cote, pepper, de. Every evening, after a hard days work, 
these four young mem ground as much wheat as was sulleient fo 
sping bead for each da. 

‘We hn been nearly 8 year and half living here before my wile saw 
1 female of any description, except those of out own two fais; and 
fne day Took her down tothe mill where two women were washing 
tthe ter side, when she immediatly eed out “OR! there ae to 
‘women! Three sears pased sway without any appearance of ster, 
Coming neato. Tihoveht as my family were rowing op, i wat 8 i) 
{0 spend any more me inthis hopes reiement. So had writen to 
2 fend on Cobourg to procure fr me a smug ite place in that neigh- 
trouhood, wit about SD acres of land. A few dase after tis Mr. P, 
Robinion came 1 house ad mentioned i me his intention of vag 
‘op the emigrants to these back lowedipe, AU once we give Up every 
idea of femoving—be coods dispeed-—all oor dicuies seemed 

"The plain at Scot's Mis were soon aftr covered with huts and 
sonics spd ihabited by 2000 souls All became bust and acti 
owes and ores erected; clergyman, pest, decor, besides aeous 
Kinds of tradesmen, were toon extaished: in fact every thing me 
‘wanted appeared within our reach, and we had the prospect of Some 





society. Now I woold not exchange for anyother pat ofthe proving. 
‘Our farm (ich is now near 70 acres) wl give Us all the peesaies 
fol fe Oten my wife and I ook tack, Cay say wit pleasure, af out 
Tine grievanos, nd enjoy the etospct. No settlers coming hore 007 
‘an have any ica ofthe dficaltes ofthe ist setters, as they ean now 
procure everything they veguire if hey have the means of purchasing 
Ie We nov have good mils both for Dour and boards, hanks to out 
ood governor, Sit Peregrine Maiand, and Mr. Robiasos, a bride 
‘ver the river, roads im every econ, snd a regular communication 
‘withthe towns in fom, so that any Tady and getleman witha small 
Snnual income, andthe prospect of fay, with proper management 
Would do well here by securing landed propery for their children, 
[Al unnecessary expencs must be avoided for some tine, 26 about 
find necesarics re high-priced 1 mean clotting, provisions, 
Daricusrly i man cana work himself o hi family ae mat abe 
{0 asst him, A seer inthis country, though be may have an income, 
‘ust do all he canto asst ia geting on the work; and he most come 
tere withthe ful determination to become a farmer to all intents and 
Purposes. The dy mst be a ood economist and housckeper and If 
fhe i willing, contented, and reasonable she will have i ia ber power 
to save be husband many an hoor of ansiety and pin 

‘Ty to surmount all diculties; ands there is alays constant em 
posment for bah head and hand, ever fore imomeat let yeur mind 
‘voll on your apparent uapleasantstuaton lok forward with hops, 
‘nd all wil go on wel no danger 

have now pten you a short ecoant of our sojourn of fe years in 
this new county: and though we have ad some ite dita, and 
some snails, et Weare 25 happy and contented as any ober in the 
ont, or peas as we could be any where; we eval rere the 
four ofthe society of our distant feds, yet we conser the step We 
took in coming ere ws that of daty to our children. My property here 
‘wil become valuable in time; and the great pearoe of sll ving 
Under the protection and care of the British Government, though last 
pot the least ofthe many besings we enjoy. 

TW would be most desiable thing fo have a few thousand English 
and Sots setters amongst us, parculaly the later as they are 50 
ead, Indurtrious, and moral Douro setders are at present all Tish, 
fn though doing very well, et, fom hee former indolent habs, they 
Ive sot exeied themselves as much as they might, Being addicted to 
faking a litle too much whisky, and by doing 10 Yxe 8 ret del of 
time. A reat improvement would ase fom the sts ofthe diferent 
Parts of Gres Britain iteraeyig: and any diernces which might 








Inve existed would soon wear avay. The Scots have all got more or 
less edustion, snd think i a dszace not to have thie chien taught 
the common radinents of Iemning. This is apt to be neglected in a 
new country fom te excuse of want of dine, for aed even of Bre 
oars eld may be of great wse to is parent but ifthe county were 
eter seed, so ast reduce the price of Ibour, parents could thes 
tire susistnce and spare thir children to go to schol, 

‘A thousand arguments might be produced in favour of mixing Eng- 
Tish and Soot seers withthe Ish here, not so much for tei mode 
‘of farming as trom the good example they would give of sobriety, 
regulary, ory, snd steadiness: ot fond of ving, card-laying, 
rowing, or party spt As for farming, the best and oaly way 
Setters want w succeed i the back-woeds) isto fllow the methods of 
the American, ab they ate our masters i thse mates. Tam sare T 
‘Spek the sentient of ll who have succeded in those parte when T 
Sy that great benefits would ae from @ numberof Scots emigrants 
Tring intodced amongst the Irnh- We have a few ia some of the 
neighbouring townships. They are proverbial for good conduct a every 
stay, and every one wishes to employ them in preference to others. For 
{he st wo years T never was without one orto, and sometines foot. 
found them industrious, obliging, and hones, and ee from pre- 
‘ampton—they were very superior to the Teo even the English 
Mind, Tam an Wshman mysel 

hope what Ihave sai is something to the purpose. And belive me, 
iy den i, 





‘Yours, te. 


23. Carrany Cnanits Rumor (1786-1873) 


Captain Rubidge, one of the early settlers of Otonabee Town 
ship entered the Navy a8 a boy of nlne in 1796 and served under 
[Neko and other commanders until 1813, narrowly escaping 
feath in several engogements. Like many others in the Services, 
he was discharged atthe end of the war: Finding no opportunity 
for further service he emigrated to Upper Canada in 1819, stayed 
in Cobourg over the winter with his old friend Captain Boswel, 
find on the 8th of May, 1820, took his wife and three children Into 
the bush of Otonabee, the second sett in the township. Daring 
tin rte im bet sopy ober father aiwoingaphiel Sheek who hod wile 
BOTS GBS Sle fle Ken Sua Reet copy of te rare bone 


‘ind war's peargrandan of Capita Rabies ia 








sy long residence in Canada Ihave filed many honourable ius- 
tie i the County, be wrote in An Autobiogephicl Sketch 
(eerborough, 1870), and among than was Ri capable sper: 
‘ion ofthe scaling of he Peter Robinson Ih i 1825, an ell 
‘thowands of subscqcnt seein 1431 and 1839. Daring tis 
Pod he published a Pain Statment ofthe Advontogen Attending 
Emigration to Upper Canada (London, 138), He ded in 1873, 
‘One of his daughters, Caroline Maud’ (Mes. Garey Dunsford) 
‘rotea number of stations in her eopy of he Autoblogaphica! 
‘Sherch, among them the following: “Died Feb” Sth 1873 = Had 
iy Fate nd four yeas loge he woud have bon an Admiral 
1 Senior's Was starred the 20°" of Tan 1810 t0 my dear 
Motier Margaret Clarke. My mother was the handwomest 
roman Tevet saw-cahe was the Bele f Kensington in her you 
"My mother, tno lite Brother, & sister came to the log hose 
ica in i state te ladder by whith they got alo ad to be 
Pulled up at night to Kee the bear out dear Moser ex 

rience was something tly wondrfl for eo English lady—auch 
erdshipe she had to dre My loved Father elping he fa very 
‘ray pnble: He was aman inten thousand dager loved 
tim ders, C- Me Rabidge Dunford” 





[Wat Traves in North America. Vo. f, pp. 325-839) 


‘When I was ssiing neat Swansca in South Wales I happened one 
ay to be dining a the house of an exeemed fend, whoa the con 
‘esation commenced by some one alter diner, speaking about the 
Canad, the probable chance of mending our fortunes, providing for 
cour families, and mode of procesding- At the tine it appeared mere 
Conversation. However, it made such «deep impression on us all that 
feom that day we never met without renewing the subject, reading every 
‘work we could procare, both on these Provinces and the United State 
{Amerie and ining what information we coal from every person 
‘who had ever been in Canada. My brother shor afterwards removed 
to Swansea in oder to aecompany my fiends, who had also made up 
‘is mind wo emiprat; but severe domestic loss prevented the former 
from going and changed his views: bat Thad come othe determination 
to po to Canadas fr I found that wth limited Income of L100 ayeat 
‘tas impossibe to maintain, with proper respectabity, that sation 
In ie which my profession called fr. My family consisted of wile 
and ttc cle, trom seven to three yeas old. 


“Thus having made my mind vp, inthe winter of 1618, 1 begs to 
make preparations by dsposing of my household furniture, reserving 
{or myself beds, bading, carps and such ote things as were portable 
anu lke tobe seul Tao made serangement oe borrowing the sum, 
(11.200. Arrived at Bristol I procured varity of tos, implements of 
Inosband, clothing, &, to te amount of L100, and Tad in a good 
siock of provisions and every thing like to make the voyage comfor- 
‘le arom the Adan, 

‘We sted oo the 3d of May, 1819, and after tedious voyage to 
‘ustes, and some detention afterwards in geting up the country, we 
arved a the vlageof Cobourg inthe dst of Newcastle on the 19th 
‘of July. The whole of my expenses for voyage, provisions, and al ther 
‘eaeliag charges amounted to 1.100, 8s, so that on my aval Thad 
2 very sal sum left, However, my quarter's pay came round, T was 
ina chesp country, and, moreover, found a most warm and hospitable 
‘eeeption inthe house of my ld and esteemed fiend. AS anew town 
ship onthe Rice Lake was about being surveyed, and I had ot means 
to purchase a clase farm near my tend, 1 determined to alt te 
survey was fished and ty the Barbas the woods here are called 
“This wa in the month of December ofthe same yest. 1 then obtained 
the grant of land my rank in th naval service ened me 10. In 
Febuary 1820 T contracted with tro me to put me up a log-howse, 28 
feet by 20, and thiteen logs, ort many fet, igh to oof wth 
shingle, ad to board up the gable end: and to cea of on ate about 
the howe to prevent the tees from fang om forall which T pad 
‘them 100 dois. This shel of a building had merely x doorway ext 
‘out ofthe mide: and when my fend and the clergyman of Hamiton 
rove out ina single leigh with me to see it and we took our diner 
Stone end aad our home af te other on a miserably cod day in the 
month of March it ooked wretched enough; buts twas the fet bt 
fone, st wae the It nthe township. Whilst the snow and Soe were 
food T moved all my effects, poe boards roficent 10 finish my house, 
Sod asl months stock of provisions ot; and onthe Sth of May took 
‘my ary ito their ple of logs in Canadian forest. 

"wil own, for tne our station appalled me, and to my then wn- 
formed jdpnent in Bush matters i acemed a hopeless trgge; bot 1 
‘woe oat with my fail, nd a8 Tdi noe want for eneray Teo Work 
In eames. Ta two Americans T let job to chop four sees snd a ball 
ts dlls an ace; and atthe same tne a an whom T had oo- 
‘sionally employed at home fllowed me ot and came fo hire, During 
the cours of the summer he felled snd chopped up tree acres mare 
iy cleared sere I plated with potatoes, ile cor, and tunis: my 





stock consisted of a cow and yoke of steers thee years ol vith the 
‘management of which I vas totaly unacquainted when I booght them 
‘but ia man wil give his mind to any common thing of the Kind, and 
‘ot tink it a hardship, its surprising what he mayo, asin tis ease 
ater a few days I found no ditteuly. 

Twas now andous 10 get my house made habitable as soon as 
posible, and a carpenter being employed aot fa off T endeavoured 
fo engage him to putin the windows and door; but Sing that he 
‘wished to fake advantage of my sitston I determined to do mel 
lind thor wa forced to lear the business of carpenter, This T con: 
‘ered no hardship, as Thad always beea fond of the se of tol, and 
had, previous 10 my leaving England, taken several lesoos ia uring 
Dosing the summer I got my howe chinked, or filed the itersces 
‘betwesn the log wth pisces of wood to make the inside fash or smooth, 
and fo prevent the mud used as plaster on the outside from coming 
‘rough. T then pot im the windows nd door, Tai the Boots, and 
picioed ofthe lower par ofthe hows ato two good rooms, oa wet 
Says employing my man to dig callar under the house; shoe, before 
‘the winter I had made the logshowe comfortable within, apd, with the 
‘don of some white-vas, smart without 

In August we ut some coare grass ina beaver meadow close by, 
spiking sal hough the ite stack as we made it after this we logged 
Up and cleared dc ares ofthe land I had chopped and by the Tater 
‘nd of Sepember kad it sown with wheat the logging, though heavy, T 
‘id with my hired man and steers, and before the winter ad it fenced 
witha: Here, may be remarked, Idi not get mosh land cleared, 
ut by doing te, and that party with my own hands, T gained experi 
‘ence; and T would surongly edvise gentlemen seg in Canada with 
fall means to commence clearing slowly, and with se expense as 
possible 

In she fal, o¢ stam, pat wp a lopAitchen, and a shed for my 
atl: daring the winter T employed my man in chopping three acres 
‘mot, ia which T now and then sited him and soon became very ex- 
ert in the use of the ae, fling te tres to the most advantage to 
SSobt thei baring and to save trouble in loging. With my besver- 
meadow hay and the Gr tops of the fallen tes my eae were Kept fat 
‘lle wine In the sping thee sets more ware end, fenced, and 
oped with corm, potatoes, and trips: and where log heaps bd been 
Tout teases were hod of, and planted with melons and cacumbers: 
2 small plch was fenced off fora nursery and apple sods sowa—tees, 
Sthich te now ten and tele fet high. Taso pot out several of he wld 
‘lumrees of the county, which now bear abundance of Be fruit 





rom this time about ve acres yearly have been added to my farm, 
taking great car, in clearing off my land, never to destroy log that 
would make vals, by which means the fence awajs came off the Bld 
‘Geared; and although they are senall—om four to six crete fences 
teal sx fet or nin ral high Here, I wil remark is» great fault 
to spit rails smal, an error that most new seters persist In. Tn the 
sping of 1822 my’ attention was turned fo making a Bower abd Kitchen 
furdea. Round the later I made a suaight face with codat posts and 
‘hire ra hih, which eat is day stocked with every kind of fait 
tee to be bid in the neighbourhood, which Nourish beyond my expec 
talon, My stock of animals have been graduly increasing. and to my 
‘olber stock Ihave added horses and sheep with poultry ofall Kinds. 

nthe year 1825 1 had tepaid the mone I bowtowod, by leaving bac 
a small part of my Ball pay every quater, and had resived a deed for 
600 acres of my fandom which Tad performed the setlement dy, 
‘which cost me 30. My fam is now increasing to 36 acres I ave the 
zed forte remaining 200 acres of my land also deeds for town and 
park lots inthe rapdl-seting town of Peterborough; snd asm family 
ave icressed to si, snd are growing up, Lam jst sow about buldiag 
2 frame bose, 36 fet by 26 inthe clear, two sos high, with a come 
Todos Kithen Behind, the timber and shingles for which T have 
ought by asposing of a mare after sing het fo Gv years und breeding 
4 pst of hoses from her. With my of exertons—belng able to do 
Ist of the carpenter's work indeed about 1-100, I expest to get 
i ites 

‘Some of my fst chopped Ind i now nearly clear of stamps, am 
planing out an orchard of apple-srees, raed from the sed sown by 
‘myself have a good barn, and sue, with various oer offces—io 
thor, fel that Thave surmounted every diiculy. A tow Is growing 
“op near me, rons are improving, hides are bail oe of he bet mils 
I the provine jx jos fnithed st Peterborouph, another within three 
tls of me. Boats, and all descriptions of Tame, are cheap-—about 
five dliaes 1000 fee, four sawmills being in operation. Sores, a tan- 
ery, dlr, and many other useful businesses, ae established, of on 
the eve of teing 50 at Peterborough; on the road to which, through 
DOfanibos the Land Company, the clergy, and some pera indviduas, 
have some of the est land in the province for sl, st fom Ts 6. 0 
10k. gr ere. The price af land generly excep onthe roads, is about 
Se, per ace 

Tas the fist setde i the connsip, and almost before a tee was 
cnt down; now thre ee nearly two thousand eres cleared, and 125 
fame, consisting of $00 soul. On parle lines, tthe distance of 











three quarters of» mile part, roads, of fom 33 t 66 fet wie, are cut 
and cleared ovt by the partes owning te land all through the township, 
‘which wl uliately be ofthe greatest beats, and are now to those 
ules car them. Tey have been much eavilled at, and foond felt 
‘vil by land speculators, and perons having large grants; but T never 
Det beard an ato! setter complain of them. One great objection Urged 
gains them was, that a second growth of oes would sping up along 
thwe cleared svenies,or roads, and be wore than that removed; but, 
‘tom suet obvervation, 1 find thi fallcious, asthe second prow it 
always a diferent wood, peverallypopla, chery, elder, Ge, with 
Sprouts from some ofthe old stumps, and so thick that they cannot 


come to any size; whe every year there destroying by low bat sre 
‘ans, stumps tha wl take 20 oe 30 yers to gtd ol 

Having been in the neighbourhood of the lt emigrants broaght out 
by the Honourable Peter Robinson! who deserves the highest prake 
for his humanity, consideration, and care in seling them, and Naving 
‘ead some ofthe Reports ofthe Commitee on Eaigration, 1 bey late 
{o ofr an ea that sks mo onthe subject: From observation, I think 
the Government did too much for thove lend ot, and sl the Com 
rite propose todo too much for any tht aye seat ot; they are 
ot eft to find resources fom her ow industry and ener. While the 
fatogs let, many of the emigrants make lite exertion, snd dispose 
‘food they have not been used fo, such ax pork, for whisky, thereby 
fniving tet conaaone anc morals and xing for atime habs of 
ienes. Let the ster be put on thei land with x shanty Up ge 8 
family of ve penons, five Barts of lowr and one of pork. with two 
xcs tnd two hoes, and, wih his assistance, let thom Wark thle way. 
Daring the ne Mr, Robinson's Int etre were geting tions, about- 
fe wages wore higher dan they had ever beea know except dering 
‘he war. This ceiily would not have been the care i they had been 
les avishly sopplied. Am ablhodied man that indstrons wil nevet 
‘want for workin Upper Canada; and if be wil work, he wil a very 
‘hort tine at himself «cow, grin potatoes, 8.8. 

‘Respectable jeomen, or smal farmer, having suliint to sete 
‘emiaves an support thle falls, if they go am wil land for t90 
‘year wil wit ide, always do wel. Corti, having 1100 cleat 
Ivhen they have paid seventh ofthe purchase money for 200 acres, 
‘hey wil before that sum is expendod, rie sulelent for thle fare 
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‘maintenance; but in ll ass, mich of whit required depends on what 
‘etons ve been used to, and the sarioes they wll make fora abort 
time, to acquire propery aad bocome independent. Mechanics of all 
‘ecriptions wil dowel, and indeed any one used to labour, OF who 
Wl be industious. Some ofthe best eters in this township were at 
home weavers. But tradesmen, or shopkeepers of ruined fortune, If 
they ol at ome, wil do worse here and Ie all persons who wl not 
pu tei hand to everything, who fel discouraged at ties, and who 
‘Expect an tia like 2 fe of lene, teware how they make the Wa 
‘ofseling inane country. My opinions are founded op observation and 
Pract! knowledge, and in giving the, though ina very homely end 
Jombled manner, sil T have endeavoured to ive the te saterent, 
‘and, I test, jst recommendations and I sal fel graifed and happy, 
it Captain Hal can cull anything fom what Thave writen that may 
tent the public or a single individ, o be the means of doing cren 
‘mal good to this happy and thriving province 
Tremain,st 
‘Yours most ty 


4, A Jounvey ro Petexsoxouctt asp Te “Back Towns” 
Leer of CK! in the Cobourg Star, October 9, 1833, ets) 


‘The township of Otonabie is improving reply and possesses ‘apse 
tite that would render ia ich and favorite township, did nt the 
Interemon of the Ris Lake very mich tend to interrupt the com 
‘munication withthe font, The opening ofthe Trent navigation wil do 
feat things for Otomabie. 

Sovealeespectable gentlemen from the United Kingdom have pur- 
chased calvated farms there ths summer and, I learn are highly 
Pleated with thei stations. The farms onthe road between Anderson's 
and Peerboro’ are assuming a ery interesting appearance, partic 
‘owe situated onthe lst sx miles ofthe rose. Te ros forthe fast 
tdstance i in excellent ordet—quite as good a our font roade—and 
vesting, indeed, Bars the impress of great prspeni. 

‘With the exception of Rubidge's and Comins, two excelent houses, 
and all sound them smiling with clvation, 1 did ot obverse an) 
trame buldings—they Jo not sppest to bein vue in Otome, cit 
‘umsance which oy paculr taste ot wo be regretted for a good 
Jog bome # far more warm, comfoable, and pctresgue in the forest 
than raw, pay, westerboarded frame house, whch, unpainted (as 
‘sich houses commonly sre), looks very old and uncomfortable. Many 
‘of the farms are id ofthe upy-loking stumps; while the extensive 














clearings, the large ou-howes, and numerous cate and pigs denote a 
Segre ‘of improvement and increase in wordy means truly ratiye 
ing 

Peterborough I fasting, prosperous, and very extemsve village, 
‘cccupying in propeton to the number of houses lage extet of 
‘round. Tt fll of busting merchants and eply provided sors. A 
Fic and populous country surounds it on every ste, and the ei 
Touring fries fad i teady and excelent market. Last year 
£000 enigrnts were ent othe Neweasle Distr, most of whom were 
feted in the back townships 

Peterborough poseses ll the repulsive features incident to the new 
and fasthrving towns of this country. The fst trangewent Wich 
“pease the ye on walking through tis the singualy straggling pose 
‘on of the houses. The tet age, am eeady o bei, lidoa ccord- 
Jing to some preconceived and fixed plan, bot the canes are 0 He 
eveloped that i would puzzle the penetration of La Place ins 0 
‘in their contemplated direction by any calculations derived from the 
poston of the houses The aext offence to al ideas of neatness OF 
beauty aes from the regiments of deplorable Joking pine stamps, 
“andi like sentinels round mos every house in the oases af the 
‘lace But soch things are easily tolerate, ad are perhaps onavedable 
Ja town which has sprung up, asi Were, in @ night, from the sence 
find solitude ofthe wideres. 

However, thre & one intolerable musaace—the more ofleaive be- 
cause unnecessary —nhich pes a desolate appearance tothe put of 
the town where it stot —I allade to the stagnant pond ese Me 
“Murpiy’s store es reat eyesore, and Title conducive to the heath 
‘ofthe habitants; Dut such isthe ierplicabl vir of the Tove of mile 
ams tht, ltough this skustd in the centre of the pace, no cow 
Sidration on the score of beauty or healhiness can possibly lead tt 
Femoval. Ont fora breath to er what I think of such pratoes! 

‘Most of the town is pesca situated, nd some pars ae rally 
broil, The net Tile vile perched on the hil above Mr. Halls 
‘extensive establishment particularly atracted my attention, and the 
Stuston of McFadden's Tavern is stil more atracive—a station, 
Indod, of which s nobleman might well be prood—the brea, rapid, 
fering Otonabie voll clear waters bythe very door of the tvera, 
nd at shor ditane beyond divides 19 suound & thickly wooded 
ilot—green tothe water's edge. “The world of exe and ear greatly 
furrowed by the interminable ores which erally girdle in snd over- 
Shadow Peerborwgh As the weeds are cleared around, the prospect, 
from the upper part ofthe village wil be exceedingly picturesque. 








“The aber of ibabitants are 850, Prosperity and plenty are setling 
among then The sscommodations atthe avers abou the same as at 
Coorg if that be any commendation, and the dally demands on Your 
pocket tz the same. Everyone i very cil and obiing and appaccaly 
bine tothe warmest hospitality. Te swith pride and satisfachon that 1 
hur fom every person the mos pleasing remark on the pneral tone 
of society here—so tly Balchin Hs felings, habs, abd manners 
{Long may such flings spread and Bours among the proxperoas peo- 
ple of Peterborough, by the by, are singularly proud of thei i= 
{age and jelous of any remarks derogatory toi characte. The 
sodden te of Ptrbor! is truly astonishing.» The chef emporium 
ofthe Back setlements, it promises in a few yeas to be one of the 
largest and chest towns in the province 

“The vligeofBridgenorth fa present in pur auras We found 
‘her, etre, an exceeingy nest and comfortable Taser, Bul, irae 
bite dtu, ite nly use inthe village. Its Ket By Dore. --- On 
‘entering me resive hearty aod nosy weleome from ou shrews hos, 
nd found ourselves in the midst of jovial party of mechanics, who 
ters laughing and carousing aren bright Se. 

‘Our biting hoses. quiekly prepared us an exelent dinner, 
consting of fowls (which, bythe-ye. we shot fr her), warm bread, 
butter a yellow as buttercup, cogs with savoury ham, and everything 
‘tokening the Land of Plenty sca of the coaines of barbaric ie. 

‘CHEMONG is an extensive lake ying between Eaismore and Smith 
‘wo populous and wealthy townshipe—the Iter containing popula 
tion of 3 thourand souls) 1 Tong, narow, and shallow, wih am ex- 
tuemely mdy bottom. The country round i ily and varied, with 
several enrings onthe lke shore... Ae rowing four or Bve mies 
tre ete insight of the Indian vlg, situated onthe point of Tons 
Tongue of lind tht separates Buckhorn Lake from Lake Chenoa. The 
vile Tks pret and pctresqe, but there are few evidsnces of pros= 
Diy percevale sriong ls ed inabitants «The illge we formed 
der the sperintendene of Elder Scot, who deserves great cet for 
the puns he os taken inthe worldly and spstualimterests of his red 
poten. The amber of Me Lake Tens were about 100, bat Joba 
‘om, Chief of the Mud Lake Indians, ving recived ender hi pro= 
teston John Crane, Cie f about 60 Scop Indians, has aed oo 
‘erably 1 thei number. 

“The Indian vile [Chemons] i the landmark by whch w discover 
the channel leading to BUCKHORN LAKE, 3s i forms the notees 
funk of te entrance ofthat channel The route then les ecy NW. 
{ntl you sive atthe second log house, akabited by one Bl M'CuE, 











distance of shout tree ils from te Indian vgs, and from which 
8 second departure may be ken, observing fo tua a bald point and 
trond chanel to the north, at about the eighth of a mie from Bly’ 
house, Here mast beau lake opened. upon ue—STURGEON 
TAKE, 

Captain Niho's is the only howse we Saw oF beard of in Harvey, 
bordering on the Lake shore, and the los around ithe only tolerable 
land we observed «The Lake shores are rocky and covered ith 
‘vat pcs and ragged scrubby oaks—in appearance vey Here and 
‘split We were kindy treated st the Captain's; hi servant, sO, 
honest, simple-minded Irshman, was delighted to see us, (Tor Vstors 
there, we found, were few and far betweea, wit ite 1a break the 
Imoneiony of backwoodsan'sIle—eot even a cow of pig for bit 
‘ompanion)—on Sunday his ony pleasare ito st by the akeshore 
all aloe,pensivelygszing or the lake tl hei wearied, and thea retur 
{ois shanty to think ofthe olden tines and of old Teland. We were 
Inve to shake dowa our blankets athe shanty, which we dd 

Te was ane ofthe sont beat evenings I ive ever wines, and 
its lovtnes might have challenges Windermere nd er peasefal es 
‘The calm seclusion, the beght waters, gitering and spangling in the 
rays of the sun and all speckled with innumerable islands; the Tey 
‘woods, vated by the splendid coun tts of autumn, with the poe 
“grouping their dark hues with very sti’ formed a Sene I shall never 
org... We kindled fie, threw our weare limb on ov Bankes, 
fan welcomed repose. 





‘5. Cartan Geonoe Axonmet Hitt. (1796-1861) 


‘Tohave bea «man of importance in his generation sad almost 
catirlyforgoen atime ater was the fate of Captain Hil 
Summer Township. The son of Arundel and Catharine HI of 
Limerist,Ieand he was born in 1796 and served as an offcer 
hinteen yeas later under Wellington at Wateroo, war ppro- 
Pins, ednequenty, that among his ray efforts Was the poem 
Were for tbe Twenty fourth Anniversay of the Dat of Water. 
too", Like many another veteran, Hl hot commoted hie pension 
for land in Upper Canada, and ike siany another to, hs farm 
tho or thre mls east of Clear Lake proved so vocky ad utilble 
{ha whens family were trough wih it was sbandooed and 
{emain ao fo the pent. Arsiing in Damier fn 1831, he had 
ntred with vigour into the hfe ofthe plone: Three year Inter 
hore appested fom his hand & S6-page pamphlet with te quaint 











tile A Guide for Emigrants from the British Shores tothe Woods 
‘f Canada’ In his later years he became not only a radical ia pole 
ties but an eccentric in religion, and in the Lindsey Papers, Unver- 
sy of Toronto Libraty, is a lengdhy manuscript In a copperplate 
Inand which he had apparently ted to get Charles Lindsey to pub- 
lsh, A bint fom an old Dummer resident le toa seatch on bis Jot 
for his grave, and in a rail-fence enclosure, without a stone or any 
distinguishing matk, le the remains of Captain Hil, veteran of 
Waterio, pioneer seitler and eminent oficial, educations, author, 
and frst Warden of the District of Colborne. 








LW, A Guide for Emigrants from the Beith Shoes to the Woods 
of Canada (Dubin, 1834), pp. 25-8] 


In electing a site for your house, do no forget tata good fal from 
the front wl serve to cary off the mling saw in the Spring: as well 
ts the water from the henvy thunder sbowers which you may expect in 
Summer. Before you lay one log over another, I remind you to have 
tery tre felled, which left uncut, coald afterwards each the im 
fended dueling. 1 woold be sll beter, if tine allowed you, to get 
Sce of the forest of forty or Ay yards square burt of before the 
‘shanty was commenced: and then, and then ony, can it be peceet 
fe. This precaution, however, seems seldom satlended 10 by new 
Settee: sometimes, perhaps, fom impatience to see their woodland 
Feslence in progress, but il fener from ignorance ofthe seis ke 
incured by neglecting it ARer ile dey weather the Branches of the 
tres if thoy have been cu ors ew weeks, wl wih very ight breee 
tum most frou, assisted by the hick coat of leaves on the surface 
‘tthe proud ad, should the running Be take is course towards the 
tewlycrected edifice, you wll have something todo t save fom the 
‘evourng clement. I sm not mje a “burt eid, bat was too near 
tring so not to “read the fre. My shanty ad been up some monte 
ven the baring ofthe bros and timber of my elarance wat com 
Thence, apd it eguzed the utmost exetins of four persons fo prevent 
isting destroyed. The spoke and heat were so suffocating and ltler- 
tbe that my family wae obliged to take refuge for to hours fn the 
Calla and from the cieamstance of the Bre having completely sur- 
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ounde the premises it woud have bsen very lilt to have removed 
four things 10 a place of safe, bad It toon necessary wo make the 
ltempt. would therefore repeat the advice to new setters, 10 chop 
‘own and bar of at once one sere ofthe forest immetatly abot the 
spot where he intend fo pot up his house; but shuld be have neglected 
Aboing so, and that e comes afterwards to eater ito a contrat With 
some person for clearing a certain quantity of his nd et him take the 
consequence if he doesnot make i condition in their writen sgree- 
‘ment that he sto be indented forthe loss he may susan, shoal his 
house (or shanty) be consumed when the earner is being burt of 

Personal observation Will gve you clearer idea ofthe maar ia 
‘which shane re pu topetie than could be obtine from any detail 
of min; sil 1 coneive, you may derive advantage from a sketch of 
Such an operation. Your ineperience wil very paul lead you to 
Teave a great dealt the men you ave employed, and more largely SO 
if you have ood men who are used Yo such Kind of work; but i you 
Shut your own ej allogtier, and tally desine the spzetions of 
{your own jadgment, Iwill prophesy you wil repret having done so. 

‘avig decided on te extent and plan ofthe eice, Your mea peo- 
ceed to hew down such es, convenient to the intended sts, a6 ate 
fof a proper thicknes. The stighier these ave the beer: and if eed 
fan be procured without mach scl they shouldbe chen. Maples 
fre sid to decay very soon--in some cases ier veo si yrs Bot 
‘ough it might be imposible to make them ast for a great length of 
time, T suspect the true cause of the 30 rapid decay of the shanties 
slluded to was thei having been constanly soaking water, whenever 
‘ain fl, from the gos Iasnes or neglect ofthe prions who occupied 
them, 

“The tees are now cut int the proper lengths and collected together. 
Digging for a foundation fof course never thought of. Having paced 
to end lop inthe places where they are to rai, aman wih an 286, 
sithin afew icher of the extreme ends ofeach puts Kind of cat, 
‘whose breadth isthe diameter ofthe eter V turned ups down the 
Under sides ofa front and rere log are then cut, Tike the sid Teter V, 
2s to ie lose on the end logs, and thus they become, as Ie were, 
flocked together. Asnilar persion ls repested=two end and two sie 
logs—intl the wooden walls have asin the requted eight when 
‘the door and window spaces are cutaway. Ifthe tees have Been ext 
fully seteted, 50 as toe as nearly of one size and as sights pos 
‘ihe, tere wil be Ute toube or dieu in laying the kgs so 
slmos to touch eachother in every par: and though some of your men 
‘nil eoderyour to persuade You that iss mater of coumyecacs, 








id that it the easiest thing inthe word to ram ina piece of bass- 
‘rood into the chinks mind them not. You have now tog up the rook, 
Wick for shanty is made by spiting the stages basstood wes 
{n tu, and after the have been hollowed oat with aes, placing them, 
the bltow prt up sid By sie, and as elsely Together 36 you cn, 50 
thatthe ends wil est on the upper back and font logs To prevent ran 
[tng though, othe troughs, snusly prepared, ate placed one over 
fey font, ith the concave side unde, acd the rot is ashe. 

Tszonlyeecommend you to have the sides ofthese under touphs 
made quite straight, which can easly be done by the assistance of a 
Dacklne. This wil spare you much touble afterwards, and reader it 
fn easy mater 1 mall the jolts impervious to the coal alr of winter 
“Here agui the workmen wl exclaim against your unusual acts but 
remember att your own ile and your own chitren who are to 
Spend the approaching winter unde tat oot and be resolved to make 
‘them as comforable ss you ca, 

TT you ae anxious 10 have your family ia tele new habitation as 
scon ae possible, they may now come ato, The weater, antl the 
mile of November, wl render slight cutsin tacked up at niht, 
Sailer substitute for glazed sashes; an the good behvir of yout 
eighbours, should you happen to have any wil ease any Songer 
oor oe quite unnecessary. 

"You wil the have lsu to make, or get made, by degres, ny 
ances of houeold furniture you require, and whatever ou hada 
proper for fishing your shin. 

‘Under this last etd your fireplaces and chimneys chim the fist 
siteton, Fora shot tine you may peshaps find it expedient to imitate 
avery general plan among new setlers—just to place few lage stones 
loosely aginst that part whete a fe Isto be made, a ordee wo prevent 
‘he lps ofthe shanty from itn: and Bet square Bole in the rot 
serve ae 3 chimney. If however, time and circumstance allow i wil 
he beter to do at once what mut ethers he shortly don, and get a 
stone chiaey ot up. 

"Te aay happen that you wil be advised, a¢ Twas, opt up « wooden 
chimney, well plastered thin and without Such are fm prey general 
ws, and may answer vey well where constant of strong fre Is oe 
‘eared, Stil cannot recomend ther, as Ie thet comsrton be 
‘verso perf, they ae certainly expo to the danger of etching 
‘re soonero ster and the conciousness of his danger wil een come 
upon you, whe enjoying e roaring fe of @ cold night, Ike a biter 
tree from the north, 

Tou can at once bar some Linesone, wall and good; but you ae 





‘ot without an exellent subtitate for lime mortar by mixing tether 
{v0 pars of wooiathes wih one of red earth, which i found by emov- 
ing the surface stratum of Mack vegetable mould. Line is burned here 
‘in Kn, prety snr to thowe ofthe old eounty; but it also made 
{in asimplr manner. The sions, well roken, ate placed on the lop of 
2 lrg heap, which s then ston fre, and ifthe logs ae gross enough, 
Sand pled very dose togebe, you wil have plety of excelleat ine in 
few hours 

Should thee be no sawmill within a resonable ditnce you will 
find that boards can be procured by spliting sewoos, emda, or pine 
‘they wll at east ake atlerabe oor, doors, he. An adze here Wl be 
‘ery use tool as by means of it you ean make such bows neatly 
1 fae a8 if they had been sawn, and smooth enough to require no 
planing 








6. A Viste r0 Douno Towssinr, 1836 


ames Logan, Notes af «Journey through Canad, the United Sates, 
and the Wot Indies (Edinburgh, 1838), pp. 44-5) 


Next momniag, at six, we reached Coburs, whlch is @ hundred and 
seventy mes distant from Brockville The tare from Monte 19 
Prescot war £1, 10s, ane frm the Inter place to Cobarg £1, 

Having hired & hows fom Me Stone ofthe American Hotel, near 
the ple, joined Mr Thomson and a Mr Hiksta, an Icha, whom 
tne meta the hoe, and started for Peerborough, About mile from 
Cobare, which, lke most of the pees og ths route,» a neat stall 
town, isthe coumy-hall and ja, a rather handsome stone building. 
We paso soveral wel cuted fara an sw 9 numberof excellent 
fede of wheat and oss. The road, homeve, was very Bo, there being 
no stones oa it and umbels: rt. About cghcon as from Coburs 
te come 103 caring in the forest, which & an Th setlement, and 
‘ined at 4 small fn Farther on were several frm om which were 
fod crops. Peterborough, which thinysfive miles from Coburg, i 
‘ery romantically situated on a sing ground overlooking the iver 
Dttanabe which rune ato Rice Lake, After remaining there a few 
hours Tetowed the iver by ee-oat which the current cartes actos, 
‘being atached to's whesl rigning slong rope stretched over the 
fiver, and arrived at Me S. Canning’, where fsa all ight 

T rcnalnod in the Newcste distrct ine days, principally inthe 
townihip of Duro, where several of my frends were sted. One day 
Tealled'on Me Teall, whose ly has published an account of Canada, 


ose Gran Ten, nm Bab, 





and anoter day went with Mr Carnegie to loging at his neigh- 
tour Fs. There were abou sit ates to lg, and he had calcd about 
‘twenty of hi neighbours, or their seria thowe who could no work 
vere obliged to tnd substitutes, There were five Joker of oxen, and 
erally four, but sometimes only thee, men 10a Yoke, with Boy 10 
five. To the yoke over the necks ofthe one i fastened long cain, 
tv a hook a he end, and ths chain is put round lop, which is das 
“rapsed to the pile. Two of my tinds, myself, and 2 servant were 
ached w one ofthe yokes, which was deven'by a boy. When fhe 
logs, hick vary from tent fien fee in Tenth and from one to £40 
and a half in lameter, were brought tothe pile we lid them, on i a 
proper manner. After the fist ayer was aranged the rest of the logs 
Were obted wih handspies the heap vary Irom four to Be fet in 
Tip, and re not made to late so ao bur with faci. This 3 
‘ery laborious prt af the operation, expecially when the logs are heat 
fabd if they shoal slip you are in dangee of geting your leg broken or 
tren of loning your le. We worked hard all ay fom ine nd logaed 
Shout thee aces. Atone we had dinner i the bara sens ad er- 
‘ants togetier without diinction, Two sou Enelitmen were present 
‘ut id not assist and were therefore laughed at. They dsiked the coun- 
tty after tte yea’ tal and were on thei way home. Inthe evening 
We had a dance and were aherwise agreeably enteined uni one i 
the morning, when we walked home but were entangled in a wood, 
tere we groped about for two hour although the dance we had fo 
{go mar only hal # mil. On anther occasion T vsted Lake Clr, 
there thee of us lay out in a deserted sant, the smallest deseption 
‘of loshouse, resembling in shape 2 piste, baked out bread, and 
roasted potaoes. The scenery of this lake i very beautiful, ands 
amerour wooded lands, is romantic banks and deme frets, i 
Tnbted by woodpeckers and oter gaudy ind, wolves, and squires, 
‘merit 1 more extended encomivm, 








7. Cassanone Pann Taasee (1802-1899) 


‘The eldest of the thre ‘literary Strcklands who emigrated 0 
(Canada, Catharine was undoubtedly the most ever-tempered. and 
least eidcal of her new environment, Ste quickly Became, in fet, 
‘lover of nature, and as a naturals she developed fellow-feeling 
for the Indians, from whom she learned much natural and trad 
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tina re Hr botanical dsription re consequently Ber greatest 
contribution to Canadian htrture’ Amoag het ther books, The 
Female Emigrants Guide. (1851). inladed. nature remedies, 
recipes, and ell ins of various kinds oasis in adjust 
the new land 

‘A bibliography of Mrs. Trill works, from 1818 when a the 
age of szen se produce smal volume of chides sores 
in England, to 1895 when her lst book, Cor and Cradle Stores 
ppd, would be a lengthy Ist omplicted by numerous reprints 
ler varied tls She ote sme very ost of wih tere 
Spore amoog ter prose compsifons orn one or another of he 
Avapapes aed trary periodicals of the day” Her reputation, 
however, based upon Fhe Backs of Canada (1886) sad 
her vrs notre sais suchas Canadian Wild Flowers (1868) 

191832, prior wo emigration to Canada, she maria Lieutenant 
‘Thomas Trail and they fim reid a Lakelld, wher Ber 
Trotter Samiel was living. Sufering the various vicaitodes of 
poncor iy they suscquenty lived sn Ashura and on the 
ors of Re Take, bt tr Ing ie iow (ht hind 
Sind in 1859) was spent at ‘Wexove Lake, or a 
‘raw nr ian in Sloney Lake. Ste isl on Avgust 29, 199," 
{alfred and sited lady the obituary nt nthe Peterborough 
‘Exominer pot and one whose ie and wring did much t ase 
the tone ofeualand inlet fe tn Canada 








(2) sunny row covovne 0 pOURO TOWNSHR, 1832 
[Catharine Pare Trail, The Backwoods of Canada. po. 55 ots) 


We left Cobourg on the atrmoon of the ist of September ia Hight 
veaggon comfortably lied with bust robes. Ox fellow-tavellers con 
Sid of thee petemen and » young lay, all of whom proved ery 
fgrssbe and ling Yo afforé ws every infomation respecting he 
country through which we were travelling The aferoon was fne—one 
‘of thowe rich mellow daye we offen experience inthe ely pat of 
September. The warm hues of auturin were steady vibe on the 
forest rs, but rather spoke of ripeness than dea. The ont rund 
CCoboorg ie well clvated, = gret portion ofthe woods having been 
sinereded by open fis, lesan farms, an ne fowrshing orchards, 
Wit green pastres where abundance of ctl were grazing 

"The county eal and cour-hous at Amberst, bout a mile snd aha. 
{roe Cobour, #3 fe sone edie, situated 2 slg ground which 
commands an extenive view over the lake Ontario and surrooning 


seenery. As you advance further up the county, in the diction of the 
“iamiton of Rice Lake plins, the land ses ito eld sweeping hls 
sd dale, 

“The ouliae ofthe country semladed me ofthe hilly part of Glouces- 
tenbie: you want, however, the charm with which ciization has 
eminent adorned that fine county, wth alls romani villages, Hour 
[Shing town, cultivated farms, and extensive downs so thickly covered 
‘wth Rocks sod herds. Here the bold fovests of oak, beech, maple, and 
‘ss-wood, with now and then a grove of dark pine, cover the ils, 
‘only enlivened hy an ocisionalretdement with ts lngshouse and gt 
‘ag fences of elt timber: these fences ae very offensive tomy eT 
Took in ain forthe rich hedge-ows of my native county. Even the 
ove ences a the noch and west of England, cold and bare as thy 
ae, are less unsighly. The stars, however, invariably adopt whatever 
plan saves time, about, and money. The great lw of expediency ix 
Strely cbserved—it  bome of netsity. Matters of taste appear 
‘elle regarded, of ae, at all events, ater-consieratons. 

About hllvay Between Cabours and the Rice Lake tere ia prety 
snlley between two seep hile Here there & a good deal of cred 
Tand and a tavern: the pace is called the ‘Cold Spins Who knows 
but some century or two hence this spot may become a fashionable 
place of sort 10 drink the waters. A Canadian Bath of Cheltenham 
rmay epring up where now Nature revels in hor wilderness of forest 

"We now ascended the plnine—a Sine elevation of tand—for many 
res scaly clot with oaks, and here and there oy pies ith 
ftee tes sed has. The sol is in some places sandy, but varies, Tam 
told, considerably i diferent pts, and is covered ia large tacts ith 
rich herbage, aflrding abundance ofthe Saest pasture for cate. A 
fumber of exquisite flowers and shrubs acm these pins, which eva 
Sy eden In beauty Gung the spring. a summer month. May of 
‘hve plats are peeliar fo the pins, and are rarely met with i any 
‘ter situation. The ues, 00, though inferior in se Yo Hosein the 
oret, are more picturesgus, rowing in groups o singly at considerable 
inert, ging 8 sot of parlite appeurance to ths portion of the 
‘Sounty. The prevailing opinion sens foe thatthe psi laid oa 
[ruin o diy fem would aower the parpore of seters wel a here 
5 peny of land that will row wheat and other co-ops and can be 
improved ata smal expense, bosdes abundance of natal paste for 
cle One peat advantage seoms to be tht the plough eam be Into- 
‘oced diets, and the labour of preparing the ground i necessarily 
Inuch ss than where its wholly covered with wood. 

‘There are several setters on thse pains posessing considerable 











farms, The sition, I should thnk, must be healthy and apresable 
from the elevation and dryness of the land and th pleasant prospect 
they command of the country below then, especially where the Rice 
Lake, with its variogs ilnds sod picrerque shores, is visible. The 
‘round st pleasingly broken into hl ad valley, sometimes penly 
‘loping, at ode tes abrupt and almost precipitous. 

’An American farmer, who formed one of our party at breakfast the 
following morning, tokd me that these pains were formerly famous 
‘hunting-gounds ofthe Indians, who, ro prevent the growth ofthe tine 
es, burned them year after jar; th, im proses of time, destroyed 
the Young tren, 40 8s to prevent thems agin from aecamlating tothe 
‘extent they formesy id. Soficient ony was let 9 form covers for 
the der resort hier in great herds fr the sake of a peclie tl sort 
‘of grass wih which these plains abound called errs, on which 
they Become exceedingly fat at cern sesoas of the Yat 

‘Evening cloned in before we reached the tavern of the shores of the 
Rice Lake, where we were to pas the night; that Tost someting 
‘ofthe eau scenery which this fine expanse of water presents 38 Yo 
esend thepltine towards Ks shores. The pimpsce 1 caught of were 
bythe fain bat frequent flashes of lightning that amined the horizon 
10 the orth, which jot revealed enough to make me repet I could sce 
bo more tht night. The Rise Lake i prety diver with small 
Stooded ides: the north bank rises genly fom the waters edge. 
‘Wain sight of Sly, the tavern fom whic the stcam-boat stars that 
‘oes op the Otanabec, ou see several wel-clivated setemens; and 
Teyond the Indian village the misomarcs have 3 ehool forthe edo- 
‘ation and inrton ofthe Indian cilien, Many of them can oll 
read and write Suenly, and ae greatly improved in tei moral and 
religous conduc. They ate well and comforubly clothed and have 
owes to lve i. But they ate stil too much attached to thee wander- 
ing habits to become good an industios sete. During ceva set 
fons they leave the illge nd encamp thenseves inthe woods along 
the border of thse lakes and iver tht present the most adrantageoos 
hunting and Sehing-rounde, 

“here are some fine stlements oa the Rice Lak, but I am told the 
shores are not considered belly, the iaitants Bog subject o lake 
fevers and spe, especialy where the ground i low and swampy. Thee 
fevers and agi are supposed hy some people to originate i the exten 
sive Hee-beds which cause a stagnation im the water; the constant 
‘raporaton from the sutface acting on a mass of decaying vegetation 
Inost tend Yo have 4 bad eflcct on the costttion of those that ae 
Ttumediatly exposed to is pemicioussnuence 

‘We Ist the tavern st Rie Take, after an wneeal delay, at nine 


elock, The morning was damp, anda cold wind blew over the Take, 
which appeared to lite advantage though the diizaling ran from 
Wich T'was glad wo shroud my fase in my warm paid loa, for there 
ras o cabin or ler shelter in the ite steamer than an ite 
‘ming, This apology for a stam-beat formed considerable conta 
‘withthe superly-2peintod vessels we had lately been paseages i 
(on te Onto ad the St Laurence. But the circumstances af steamer 
Stall og the Oranahee was a matter of surprie to us ad of exllaton 
to the int sets slong ifs shores, whe for many years had been cone 
tented with no beter mode of tanspor than asco or canoe for them= 
selves and Ueie marketable produce, or theush the west possible 
‘ads with waggon oF sgh 

"The Otanabee a fine Broad clear stream, dived ito two mouths 
at its entrance to the Rice Lake by a low tongue of land, to swampy 
tobe put under coluvation. This beaut iver (or such T consider 
1 be) wins sway between thikly-nooded banks which rie gradually 
‘5 300 advance higher up the county 

‘Towards noon the mite cleared of and the son came forth in all 
‘he bln Beaty of «September day. So completely were we salted 
from the wind by the thick wall of pines on eter side that T no longer 
fet the least inconvenience fom the cold that had chilled me om eoss= 
ing the lake inthe moring- 

"AS Lela great cust o see the interior of a log-house,Tenered 
the open doorway of the tavern athe people termed fy under the 
rote! of buying draught of milk. The interior of this rude dling 
Present no tery imiting pect. The walls were of rough ue logs, 
fled between the chinks with moss and ireular wedges of wood 10 
‘cep out the wind and rain. The unplstered reo displayed the raters, 
covered with moss and lichens, grea, yellow, and grey above which 
Init be onthe shingles, ded toa Be mabopanyted by the smoke 
Stich rere to cen the wide cay and stone chiey, to cue prace- 
filly about the roof and esis extn the varius erannen and spe 
‘res wih whic the roof and ies of the Billing abounded. 

“The oor wae of art, whi had Become pretty hard and smooth 
though we. This but reminded me of the one described by the four 
‘Russian silos tht were left to winter onthe land of Spitbergen Ts 
furniture was of corespondng rodeness: afew stool, rough and wn 
Pinned; a deal ale, which, from being mamufatred from seasoned 
‘wood, was ddd by three wide pen sams and was onl held together 
by ie ithaped ep; two oF three Blocks of grey granite placed beside 
the Bearth served for sets forthe clea, withthe dion of 
bese alte above the ground bya frame of split cedar. On these 





Joly couches lay extended two poor men, suring under the wasting 
feds of lkefever. The yellow bllous faces sangsly contrasted 
Sith the ay ptchwor-gults hat covered them. 1 ft much concerned 
forthe poor emigrants, who tld st they Bad ot been many weeks in 
‘the country when they were seized with the fever and agu, They both 
Innd wives and small children who Seemed very miserable. The wives 
also ad been sick with ague, and had nota howe or even shanty of 
their own ups the husbands having fallen il were unable o do anything 
‘nd mach ofthe file money they had browght ot with them had been 
‘expended in board and lodging in this miserable place, which they dig- 
fd bythe name ofa tavern I cannot say I was greatly preposesed 
in favour of their hosts, a harsh, covetows woman. Beskes the various 
‘emigrants, men, women, and children, that lodged within the walls the 
Tog house bid tenants of another desertion. Aine calf cccopied pen 
inva corner some pigs roamed gruming about in company with some 
hal'doren fowls. The most atfactve objects were tee soow-white 
Piasone that were meekly picking up crumbs and looking if hey 
Sere too pure and innosen o be ifaiant of soc & pac. 

‘Oning to the shallowness ofthe sve at this Season, ant the rapids, 
the steamboats unable 10 go up the whole wa fo Peterborough and 
2 scow or rowboat, i i sometines termed—a hug, unl, t- 
botnet mchine—-mevts the pssengers ata certain prt ofthe river 
thin sgt ofa singular pine-tee om the eight bank; this i termed the 
"Yankee bonnet fom the fancied resemblance of the topmost boughs 
to a sort ofeap wora by the Yankees, aot moch unlike te Bue boanet 
of Scotland. 

Unfortunately, te steamer ran aground some four miles below the 
wu place of rendervons, and we wed fil est fur ok for the 
‘cow. When it made Is appearance, we found, to our dcomfor, the 
rowers (ight ia aumber and all Teshmen) were under the exidag 
Intaence of + cag of whiskey which they had drunk: dy oa the Woysse 
‘They were, moreover, exasperated by the delay on the part of the 
“teamcr, which pve them four miles atonal heavy rowing. Beside » 
‘numer of passengers there war an enormows lod of fire, tanks, 
‘ones, hes sacks of wheat, bares of flour, salt, nd por, with maby 
Iniscellaneows packages and aces, small and great, which were pied 
tora height hat I thought very unshfe both to goods and passenger 

‘With a marsto il grace the men took up thle cars when thee 
tod wat completed, but declared they would go on shore and make a 
fre and cook thee dinners, they not having exten any food though hey 
had taken Inge potions ofthe whishey. This measure was opposed 
by wine ofthe gentlemen and a fxce and angry scene ensued, which 


‘ded in the motincesfinging down thie oars and poiively refusing 
to row anothcesuoke tl hey had sted thei henge 

Peihaps I had a ellow-feting for them, 2s began to be excedingly 
hungry, lost ravenous, my, having fasted sine six that morning: 
fnded so faint was I that {was fan o gt my husband to peocure me 
1 morsel of te coarse unining bead that was produced y the rowers, 
fn which they ate with huge ses of rw picked pork, reasoning this 
Urscemly scl with cures not load bat deep, apd ber tants aginst 
tore who prevented them from sooking their food Ike Civitan 

‘While Was eagerly eating the bit of bead, an old farmer, who had 
cjed me for some tine With @ miatre of euros’ and compassion, 
Said, Pooe tig wel, you do sem hungry indeed, and dae ay a 
just out fom the oud country, and soit used vo sch hard far. Here 
fare some cakes that my woman (le, wife) put la my pocket whea 
Tete home: T cae acting for them, but they are beter than that bad 
‘ed: tae“, and welcome.” With thee words he tossed some Yery 
respecable homemade see-eakes ito: my la, and truly never Wa 
fnyiing more welcome than this sesonable refreshment. 

"A sllen and gloomy spirit semed to preval among our bostmen, 
which by no medns diminished s te evening drew on and ‘the api 
tere nest’ The un had st snd the moon and stars ove rian ver 
the sl waters which pve Back the ection of this goriows multtade 
of heavely bodies. A sieht so passing fair might have sled the most, 
Turbulent spits into peace: at east so T thought 38, wrapped in my 
lon, leant back agaist the supporting arm of my husband and, lok 
ing fom the waters tthe sky and fom the sky tothe waters, with 
‘alight and admiration. My pleasant revee was, however, son ended 
When I suddenly fet the bot ton the rocky bank, and heard the bost- 
‘men protesting they would go no further that aight. We were nealy 
thre miles Below Peteroroush, aed how Twas to wa tis dance, 
‘wenkened ae Twa by resent ils and fatigue of our long taeling, 
Tnew not. To sped the night imam open Bot, exposed to the bear 
dows ating fom the river, would be almost death. While we were 
‘etberating on what todo, te rest ofthe passengers had made up thle 
minds and taken the way though the woods by afoad they were well, 
equine with They were sooa out of sit all but one gentleman 
‘uho one barpining with one ofthe rowers t take him and hie dog 
ros herve tthe hea ofthe rapide in sie 

Tagine oa situation, at fen o'ock night without Knowing a siagle 
step of eur road, puto shore to nd the way tothe distant own We 
‘est oul, or pst the night ia the dark forest. 

"Almost in dsp, we ented the getlman to be our idea fr 








st he wont, But so many obstscles beset our path in the form of newly= 
‘hopped ts and locks of sone sallerd long the shore, that twas 
‘vith the umost diiaty we could exp him in sight At lst we came 
‘op with him a the place appointed to meet the ski, and wih 8 pet= 
‘inal that at snoter tne and in oer circumstances we never sould 
Ihave adopted, we all but lasted on Being admited into the Boat. An 
‘angry growling sonsent was extorted from the surly Charon, and 2 
hs entered the frei bark, which seemed hardy cael to convey 
tein safety to the oppoite chores 1 sould not help induling i 2 fel 
Ing of indescribable fae a | Hitened Yo the torent of profane invective 
‘Hat bust fort continually fom the is ofthe boatman. Once oe twice 
‘we were in danger of being overst bythe boughs of the pines and cedars 
‘which Rad fallen into the water near the banks, Right glad wae I when 
tre reached the opposite shores; bat ere a new trouble arose: thee 
tras yet more untacked wood t cro before we again met the ski, 
Mrhich had to pass up a smal rapid apd meet os at the ead of he small 
Inks, an expansion of the Otanbee lite below Peterborough At the 
‘stance of every few yards our path was obstructed by fallen tees, 
‘mostly hemlock, sproce, or cise, the Branches of which are so thick 
{interwoven that i scarcely pol to separate them of fece a pas- 
sage though the tangled thicket which they fom. 

lad i ct been forth humane erste of oar conductor, I ow 
rot how I should bave surmounted these dieses. Sometines I was 
{eady tink down fom vey weariness. At length T hed, with a joy 
oud harly ave supposed possible, the graf vic f the Ish rowee, 
sd after considerable prombling on his part we were aga seated 

‘Gad enough we were tos, bythe Basing light of an enormous fo 
heap the house of ou frend, Here we received the ofr of gud to 
show ws the wa to the town b a road cut through the wood. We par- 
tuok of the weleome relreshment of tea, and having pned a Title 
‘Mrength by a shor rest we once more commenced out journey, guided 
by a sagged but polite Irish boy, whose faskness snd good himoor 
Suite won our regards, He informed othe was ope of seven orphans 
‘who had Tos father and mother in the choles. He was asad hig, he 
hd tobe ft fathers and motheses ina erage Tanda he sept 
fomay the tear tnt gathered la his eyes ashe told the spe but sad 
tale of his early berenvement; but ade, cecflly, he hd met with 2 
Kind master, who ad taken some of his beaters and sites into his 
service ae well a8 hinselt 

Sistas we wee etsing from the gloom ofthe wood we found out 
ropes impeded ty a cree, ts the Boy ealled i over which he tld 
{Se we must pass bya opie Before we could pt to the town. Now 





the log-ridgs was composed of one log, of rather a fallen eee, thrown 
fcras the steam, rendered very slippery by the hewy dew tht had 
‘en from the swamp. AS te lo admted of only one peson at a Sime 
1 could reosive no sistance (form) companions; and though our 
live guide, with 3 natural poten arhng trom te beevolnes of his 
<spostion, did me all the sereice in his power by boing the Intern 
‘lose to he surface to throw all he ight he could on the subject, Thad 
the luck to fall a up to my knees inthe wate, my ead turing quite 
‘iy jnt a Teame tothe lst step oF two: thus was T wet as Well as 
‘weary, To add to ou misfortune we sa th Hight disappear, ono by 
‘one, inthe ilg, ils solitary candle, glimmering from the upper 
‘hambers of one or tko houses, wore our only beacons. We had yet 
‘odping to sek, and it war ear midnight Before we reached the door 
‘ofthe principal inn there, at leas, thought I, out tous for to-night 
‘rend bot peat was our mortiietion oo being tad there was not & 
Epa bd tobe had inthe house, everyone being cceupled by emigrants 
‘sing up 10 one of te back towaships 

Treoaid 20 no further, and we pettioned fora place by the kitchen 
fire where we might res, a les, mot sleep, abd'T might dry my wet 
fnrments.On seine my conn the landlady took compassion on me, 
It me to @ Bozing Gre, which her duels quickly roused ups ont 
Sought warm bath for my fet, while anther provided» warm pot 
tion which, {really belies, strange and unused to\my fps asi ws, 
‘id me ood: in short we received eer) Kindness and attention that we 
Toquired from mine hos and hostess, who selinuisd their own bed 
for our accommodation, contenting themselves with a shake-down 
before the kitchen ir 

T ean now silat the disasters of thot day, batt the time they 
appear no tees, 35 you may well suppose. 

Facrel, my dearest Moshe. 


(8) A ane 30 nasway rower, 1853 
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“Tiny years ago the emigrant who desied to ste himself sd family 
In the townshipr north of Rice Lake, on reaching is southern sore ater 
2 weury dy’ ourney tough road deeply ct by rte and water-worm 
lls coud benin no Better mode of conveyance across waters han 
‘at was allorded by a small sit or cance, unless he commited hie 
Saif and hs wolly goods tothe ster Leeing of huge, fat-hotiomed 
Enkei 2 sei, which utaly took two whole days to perfor oi 


some voyage up the Jog-vinding Otonabee; the navigation of which 
in these days, and indeed fora many along year afer that tine, was 
‘onserably obstructed by rapids onthe spt now doeuped by the He 
Stan looks, which ford an easy entrance to the Te ake; and 
maybe called the key to Peleboes 

“Ten years pasted on, and the wants of he traveler wo was wending 
his way northward were met by a smal steamer which pled on Rice 
‘Lake and took passengers and goods part of the way, blag met by the 
sow whes the wate was low in the river some mica below the town, 
Sts catsin past marked by alpine call the Yankee Bonnet fom 
its top bearing a resemblance to that ale, Scamy a were the aoomn- 
‘modatons on board, the advent of this bout was halle with ifiite 
‘Stisacton, and peat praise was bestowed on the sited propeietors, 
ememen and merchants of Cobour, who ad thos met the Tequie: 
mens of the public and doutlessly grey facitated the setement of 
Petehor’ and er back county, 

‘By degres a eder class of stcamers were launched on Rice Lake. 
‘At this date no less thn four are euving is waters and enlivening the 
lonely shores of the Otonabee aver. And here it but jr to remark 
‘at where a ble henet sto be conferred the men of Cobourg, wht= 
fever may be the poles or private opinions, ate ready to come for 
‘ward heat and hand to promote the Work 

Roads have been constructed to enable the traveler after eotsing 
te winter Aooring of ice Laks to teach Pelerbors andthe sureumd 
Ing country by the shortest posible rate, tice Dot a teacheroos 
foundation to trot to, and roreover ther ae intervals in exy water 
‘efore is safety hasbeen tested, and in early sping when the sun 
cetng is power over the keocked steams, that teal stop is put 
to journeys cer business or pleasure, unless by @ cecutous route 
through the wort of roads by the bead ofthe lke. 

"Tormeet the wants of the fat incrssing population, and to enable 
eth! to send forth her sbandsnt sores of amber, gain, woo, and 
Airy produce to a ready market, someting more was required 
Tot ere the blsing was asked it was as It were cast iat et lap. No 
‘orice ofahour, te, or money was demanded. Lt us hope that the 
towmsmen of Peterboro! will unite in gratitude towards the entering 
ines of Cobourg, the sped movers of ths gret work and national 
‘emslt—a RAILROAD AND BRIDGE ACROSS THE RICE LAKE, 
‘A work which when completed wil enrich even the poorest of her back 
‘woodsmen, and be the means of opening ont a wide extent of unre 
‘Shimed fore Bld forthe fare labours of the indastous farmer 
Sn sil mechanic. Wil not work Ike this ulimately prove more 

















‘bene othe Colborne District han the discovery of mines of sver 
and god in he vicinity? 

'Asa lover of th plturesque I must confess that Ihave 2 grat di 
ic t aloud, Texnnct help turning with regret fom te Fare ie 
of senes of ich rural beany Being cut up and dsigred by these inter 
‘ectng veins of wrought ron, spanning the beaut old romantic hls 
tnd vers of my atv land; but hee, in this pew country. there fs Bo 
‘ch objection to be made, tere aren felngs connected with caly 
‘ssocations to be radly violated; ao scenes that tne bas lallowed 10 
te detoyed. Here the earonds run through dense forests where the 
footsteps of man have ever een impressed, sro swamps and MOF- 
ser on which thers ofthe sn have searcely eve shone, over lonely 
fives and widespread lakes that have never echoed tothe dash of the 
‘aro elected aught on their bosoms but the vated foliage of the over- 
hanging woo. 

Te ite can be sid in behalf the pictronque beast of «railway, 
it maybe oberved on the other Rand that i ites plessing sieht 
tothe eye of most perone aes chaotic map of fallen pines and decaying 
cedars suetching aross each other in wld confsion; that a euler i 
lest lgtly as an ox-cart or humber-vaggon. Ife presenee docs 
fot embelissether ean mara country where it atrees with none 
(of ovr natural bettie or acint works of set. Nay, in future years wi 
TE not be looked upon with veneration and admiration, a were many of 
the pale roads and viadts of ancient Rome? 

"Here we have scope and verge enough o act upon, witout offending 
the eye of tate or Intruding upon any man's prejudice or tate, It the 
‘ld seer be the neiphborhood fs zara he can remove eliewhers, 
lint cipore of hie lane to peat svantage: the new comer need. nok 
purchase Ine vicinity ihe doesnot value the advantages that tors 
‘The benefit toa new country so decent in relly food foods must be 
peat therefore, Tsay, It the work go on and prosper—et i stretch 
fom East to Wes; from the sores of the Adantc evento the Geoian 
Bay. 

“Twenty years ago the most sanguine speculator would have smiled 
sceptaly 3 the suggestion of «bridge spanning te wide extent of the 
tates of Rice Lake—ive years ago he mould have Inighed at such an 
Tacx. Nay, within the let twelve months the scome was epaded a 
Impossibility, and behold, is ow half completed. The dices have 
‘anithed Before the enespse and skill ef egineen and mechanical 
pertnes, ined by the assurance of ettaln remuneration from the 
Shareholders 


Cviety and stn has the work progressed the meghboubood has 
not been sited by scenes of rot Gr drunkenness: there has been 20 
Blooded sor disorder among the hands; no mans propery hasbeen 
pillaged, ani noone hs sulered won; set order has been observed, 
‘rely fo the credit ofthe oversers, whose respectability of conduct 
‘deren all pra, 

Tina few week longer and tbe great work of ple-drivng wil be com- 
pleted, and the shores of te Township of Hanlton and Otonabee wil 
be linked opeice by an enduring monument, greatly to the eet of 
American inenty and Canadian entrpine. Were Ua wll siled in 
the selene of piel esonomy as Miss Martneas I might have em 
large on all the advantages to be derived rom the raioad, bat T must 
leave tt wiser head than mine to discos such matte 

Twas oa a bight summer alfernooa, i the easly pt of July, that 
accompanied by my eldest daughter and some young fends wil who 
tee were sponding the day, Tet out ovis the works at Rava Point, 
for as yet know no other more sinicant name for the ste ofthe Ra 
way station and fue vilage on this side the lake. We thenkflly 
‘ccepted ofthe esor of the master of the house, wh graciously gave 
Sp seme important ut-f-door work to secompany us, a sacrifice of 
time for which T hope we were all sulcienly thankful. 

"The sm was 0 ho that we were lad more than once to rest under 
the sade of some noble buternt trees which spend their mot refresh 
{ng branches scrss the narrow sandy road, abd as TTooked up among 
the troudspreadiag leaf boughs T marveled at the size ofthe tees 
thick had ben ony saplings when fst Tpused along that very road 
tome tweny-one years telore. Near the spot where formerly wood the 
fo inn atthe Tanding place Enown as Sully the path turned abruptly a 
Scitcton paral to the lake eastward, and we eromed 8 ran lop 
bridge over smal creck and a wilderness of the bloe is and roses, 
thstles and wid eamorife, and entered on a evip-vt road which had 
‘oon operated by the Rallay me fora more ready communication with 
the Sally road 

"Through an old bt of marshy clearing, hick covered with rshy grass 
and small buses of dar willow and alder, lay our path: the black 
Sriasnocs sol owing to the long droaht, was frtnstely for ur dy, 
Tht an hours rain would have made oar footing for from aereeable 
‘Through this meadow sana bright seam which wos unbrigaed save by 
sundry blocks of granite and fragments of limestone which aforded & 
Hopping pace to our fet; fom this plat our way lay trough 2 reaulae 
frowth of forest tees, lofty plas, maple, bast, and oak, the dene 








thicket of leafy underwood shutting cut he lake from our sight. You 
ight have imagined yourself inthe very art of the forest many 
fare and beau owes we gathered, Mourishing in the rank sil 
Sod among the decaying trunks and branches that srewed the eal 
‘round. There, among others, was that gem of beauty, the chins 
Phila or shining leafed witrprecn;sheumaisn weed, a sone of the 
fates call ts daek lossy leaves of bloom, and coriba of 
Peachcolouel lowers, is amethytoloured anthers st round the 
Emerald pean turban-shape pit, forming contrast of he most pet 
fect bey. This elegant flwer might well be called by way of distine- 
tin, the ‘Gem of the Forest. There were pink milk Weeds as flagrant 
beaut, white pigoles, and the dark ch erin blosoms of the 
red flowering raspberry, with many others wih whieh we quickly file 
‘ur hands; nevertheless we were not srry when we emerged from the 
‘lose sly forest path and fel the delicious breeze fom the lake Blow 
ing fresh Upon ws.'Thete lay the bight waters plitering in the sunt 
ful belore us. The ground infront doped gery down to the shore, 
fering ite pearls: on onesie a deep cove wooded on i banks 
to the water’ edge, in font the Tong line of piles stretching towaeds & 
Smal and on which a stanshouee i tobe erected for the Koper of 
the gates, which are to admit of the egress and regress of boats and rats 

arto the eastward the shores rose, founded with dak fest ee, 
forming bold capes and headlands with bays and inet, Full in te 
‘opposite shore lay the extensive clearing of th Indian village, with the 
lien slopes of Anderson's Point one the memorable scene of an ex- 
Teeminatingsaupher between the Mohawks and the Ojfsbora Tndins; 
thee bones and weapons of wat, axe, arow-heads, and saping knives 
are sll to be found on turing up the now peacefUl sol where the 
descendants ofthe wateiefs pow soap harvest of golden grain and 
‘bw the ke atthe Blondes tar beneath the ro! of that bume ale 
Tage church which slenly points par to that pracious Saviour who 
sid to his disciples: "My_ peace I ive unto you, ot as the word 
vet i 

‘an there are who can seal the te when the very men who in- 
‘abit that village new not the Lard but wandered in the darkness of 
Ieathenism, whose hand was ait every man, and every en's band 
‘rains them, ut who now worhip thi God i spit and ia tut 

Ws somevihere eastward ofthe chorch thatthe bide wil strike the 
shore, and x stretch om trough te Tow lands which we may cll the 
‘al of the Otonabor towards Peevbro™. Further on, westward of the 
Tadian vgs a the two mouths ofthe sver, ivided bya ow swampy 





‘and; and hee, om the Monaghan shor, far up towards the head of 
the lake, are sunny clearings and pleasant farms, looking bright and 
‘heerfl inthe warm beams of the afleroon sn. 

‘Our own southern shore isthe most petrenuc; but o obian a sight 
‘of we must go out upon the water; but jst now we are gad to rext 
fn the broad beach beseath « clamp of bowery basswood tees, which 
fave been mot jadisiouly ltt om the cleared space to afford a shady 
seat forthe workmen at noontne: snd ere we ca it tenet the the 
Tolinge which shuts ont the sultry summer sum, and look at the busy 
scene before us. The shore i all live wth workmen. Prom tht long 
ow shed rags the clan of the Macksmi's hammer; tat eolron of 
‘ue smoke ring ston the graceful group of ler beches and poplars 
poins tothe forge. There is ost ulig atthe edge of the wate: 
‘Bete isa sow, and a small seamengne jp being fed to move the 
‘hammer ofthat ple-dier it wil be the third or fourth in operation: 
boas ills and scows ate moving to snd fo, eoch gubed by rome 
hand who ho his appointed labors th bee-ve. On that ite ei 
fence stands s young man whose igre and bearing mark his suation 19 
be one superior to the common mechanic. The son's raj fall wih 
dhzling eet upon some bss instrument tht fests om 3 high tnd 
He eourtoulyseturs the greeting of ene of our party, and informs us 
“Hei aking a9 observation ofthe lvl ofthe bldg 

“Thowe tree principal uidings ae a bourdlag house forthe work- 
men and two sores, wher ll the necaric of ile may be purchased 
Inthe shape of groceries, provisos, and ready-made clothing You ee 
fo women inti temporary ilage: bat there peep outs set aby 
‘oy, with fa-dnped shoulders and bight cuts hs gy fed frock sets 
of ihe whiteness of hie shin, and you ae sre 2 mother’s gentle hand 
hae hrsbed those suny locks from his broad white brow and made 
‘howe hands 20 clean, tho she ert not visible 

"The eye follows that line of port, four abreast, which setches i 
leviathan length fr, far actos the ripling water of the lake. There, 
atthe wtmont limits, isthe mighty machine that foks in the distance 
ke atl ibe, spans which huge ladder is leaning, bot tht dark 
‘igure mide onthe veal no misorable felon, but 3 good, honest, 
‘hed-working Yankee, who directs the overeat ofthe tn weight of 
inom that aow slowly ascends erwen the sliding grooves i the tll 
Frame; and ow, at the mie word ‘Al right” descends with Kahaing 
‘Siftness upon the head of he pile tht hs st been conducted to 
Se Te is uvous to see the Top of timber, some twenty or thirty 
feet in length, emerge from he depth ofthe ake; You do not sce the 








ope thats steed ot which tht man in the sill tows along by — 
Ir Seems to come up like & huge monster ofthe deep, and rearing self 
by depts, ins up the side of the fame lke a ving thing; then for 
2 second sing ond fl steadied by the least parent exertion on 
the pat of the pide om the sesfold. Now i quite wpeght—plumb T 
upp the carpenter wool sy—then atthe signa clack, clack, clack, 
fae eit engie onthe Seow; slow alot mounts the great weight, 
flows, dova, down i comes—the fst bow fixing the timber i 
‘destined place—and sends shower of back ying from the ples when 
‘he weisht comer down on fo the head ofthe pl the jek engages 
Sert of claw tht is attached toi his ascends and agin comes down, 
felaing the ring of the weight In it own grip and bering i agala 
trumphaaly upwarde—again to descend upon the ple with wnerring 
si—lower i sinks, and every fesh Bow comes wih accelerted force, 
Ail ie Brovgt to the level ofthe ater. From a quarter of an bout 
to twenty minstes ete time employed sinking each of these posts— 
that ifthe lke i am; but whe much sell om the water the work 
‘scared on much slower orth pl-diving is delayed after for tome 

"To obtain a near view ofthe process a boat was procured, and we 
sete rowed within a few feet ofthe machine: and thee. a we ny 
sly rocking fo an fro, we coal se the whole ofthe proces and 
jy the delghial scenery of the southern shore, the gree-nooded 
stn, the old hills with the sunny slopes where the grin was begin- 
ring o aque a golden hue, the graceful tees relieving the open cleat- 
ing wih thcrretrenng verdur; even the new sheds and bung on 
the litle pin seen among the embowering uees had pleasing efect— 
a wuly doe ‘distance lend encantnent othe view” and aemonie in 
ature al objects to one pleasing whole 

Bat the bang of the ast hammer hos cease to vibrate on out eas, the 
Tile sit earned towards the shore, ad fearing that my ont ke 
Asscrption wil combey but fit ia ofthis great wrk, Tl Hare 
Ito aler pens than mine, and only close my rte wih wishing suc 
ee to Canaan enerpiae aod Ameriean ingen, and may they 
‘ter workin brotherly unity and be a mutual suppor to each othe. 


NOTE.—1 was asazed by the contractor thatthe bridge, when com 
pleted, would bea pester achiovenent as a work of engineering Skil 
‘han the brie over Laks Champlin on account of the superior Sept 
‘ofthe water. Te distance from shore wo shore of the ice Lake at this 
Print about tice miler the average depths fra they had hitherto 
nk the pis di ot excood fun fets tthe deepest part wa up 
posed to be north of Tek sland 








. Ruoos ANNE Pace (1826-1863) 
[Maple Leaf (Monreal, 1853), Vob 2, pp. 130-6) 


Sleigh bel! who has not litenod for their pad music, when frends 
‘or dear ones have born wit for? Who hat not watched forthe, et 
‘haps hope, perhaps anxiously, pechaps in that agony of suspense 
tmhich has made their st tone sesh aed struck from the very Bese? 
‘Surely the tem joy bells can ever be righly applied, i most be to 
thowe bithesome heralds of friends approaching. The very house-dog 
‘Knows his master’s bol and changes is waning bark ashe ecoglses 
them, t0 one of joyous welcome 

‘One evening, the close of 4 March day-—it matter aot how Jong 
ago-that merry pel might have been heard approaching the shore of 
‘be ofthe feta hee neste hack Ike, which, they ean- 
fot ve withthe broad Hon and Ontario in grandeur, yc in Beauty 
1 none of their mighy rivals. The winter had been Severe and pro- 
‘uaced apd the lke Was sl fozen oer, but the ce had bee for some 
‘ays reckoned unsafe, and inthe darker which was now fst atbering 
‘overall things, terse upon it seed» peslous attempt 

"The person eho now appeared, however, diving rapidly towards the 
shor, looked ike one who fad braved such dangers many’ tne be- 
ove. Everything about his, (om his own Manket coat and ceinsoa 
sh, tothe roush ut power team be drove, nd the shaggy, ode 
‘ature collie og whic ay at hi fet in tho leigh, spoke the tae 
back-woodsmin—one of those hardy, fearless, moch-nduring men, 
‘who sem mae tobe the pioners of cvilzation, clearing away forests 
Tor others 10 pant cies inthe toom. 

“AS the mgt, however, closed about hin, i ecame evident that even 
to hits the prospect of crosing the unsound ice in the darkness as fat 
From melome It wil es dark a pitts he, half load en the 
ices roten ina dozen places, Wel tere’ no help for it ow, and T 
ow the roud blindfold. Once sfe on the eter side and Ive done 
wth the ke foe this wie. promised Mary this should be the Tas 

'As the young teamter—for sach he wat—-spoe, he rgd his already 
tired horses to greater speed, for their hoofs were plshing in several 
inches of water, andthe le beneath was ina state which allowed no 
daling by the way. 
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“The moon hn ot risen, noe cou she ave given han any absitance 
It she had, forthe sky was covered with thick black cloads, and ot 50 
‘much as «salty str peeped fort trough the loom. Relying, Bom 
rer, on is own knowiedge of the track James Gry ove on feat= 
esl unl he was convinced that he most be acaring a point where it 
tecame necexnry to make a wide decur, to ava spot wire the ee 
ves both thin ad unsound, Rising to his fet fn the sph he pred 
‘ugly ito the darkness, to atcertan f posible, hi exact positon. 

‘Well wa for hi tat he ei 20, by tat movement he freed hie 
limbs from the encumbrance of sundry empty bags, hore cloth, 8. 
Which, when not requied for tet leptnste wis, were gatered about 
bh as defences fr the raw night i 

"Een he stod gazing winlly forward ito the black niet, not 
acing greatly to sfaeken his horses" speed where the foundation on 
‘which they stood was at best prosaius, the brite ke yielded, 
racked, and ialy gave way wih a fearful erash, breaking into too 
‘nd fragment, upon which the frightened animals vainly stugged to 
‘regain thi footing, There were fe terrible convalive ert, a wild 
Snort of terror, and then ores and sigh dsappered inthe back 
‘hac, 

"AS he fet the sleigh sinking under hie, Gray speang out oft, vith 
a sro, sudden bound: bat the treacherous fe again broke unde him: 
he clung to its edge ith the grarp of s drowning man, but though i 
Supported his weight in the water, it rumbled and gave way beneath 
him, as often as be atempied, by its ad, to extricate himsalf tom his 
terible positon. He shouted fr help his yoke failed hin, but 90 
‘man heard or answered 1o his call Then, as he Mealy hung there 
between if and deth his howphs termed as tho ofall human beings 
in such sore sits must, to One whose cris never closed, ade ‘red 
‘nto the Lord in his ou 

“Gi have mercy upon me! broke from his whitened lips, as he 
lathe et lower the aged edges ofthe ee which is mumbed ges 
tow could scarcely fel At this instot someting swam by him, and 3 
‘Hrvaling snd panting sound tld im that his por dog was stl near 
‘in, sing lke hinself, to escape fom the abyss into which they had 
‘oun so suddenly plunged, Even In his om utmost need the Brave man 
‘ould sil spare thouat for his atl rend, 

Relesing, for a instant, his hold by one band, he seized the poor 
creatures Bong im afar as posible upon the mee ke. He beard 
thm sake Re ehagey con, and then after brief pats, ay iin doubt 
whether to remain sd sare his ase’ ft, st off at fl ped in he 
Seton of his Home. A ray of ope Based at once through the mind 





ofthe dexpuiring man. He well knew that Watch's appearance alone 
Spd dripping with water, would arowse the fears of he anxious wife 
‘who avated his return; she would probably surmise theta, aad then 
he ele that nothing would be left uadone that human power could d, 
to acc for, and if pone to save him. Minute succeded mine 
time, which, to him, seemed ike eternity, passed by, and stl he ching 
‘ith that vce gi his fal supper. Through is half-madaened 
brain al the sees of his early boyhood, of his young vigorous man 

ood, pase i api evow: But above all zie the ie of hat a 
ford young wife, a: he ad seen her tht morning standing 3 his side 
with her baby inher arms, and orig hm to repeat, again and again, 
‘the promise that thi journey across the lake should be the fast. The last 
the words seemed to ving i his eas; and a hs bea while and his 
sens sam in that unuterble agony, a voice of fendish mockery 
feemed 1 ck them gut—for the fast tine! for the last time! 






Meant, inthe nat, cheerful, humble home oa the father shor, 
sat the expectant ile, awaiting the coming of her husband, teins 
‘ager forthe fst sound of hit wellknown bells Tt ws Story eve- 
hing. and the small log house wore its neatest aspect, to welcome the 
‘turn at once of the Sabbath and off msster Everything. inloding 
‘Mary herself and ber boy, at sees and plessant tothe ee at hands 
‘ould make i and afi objet she was, a, seated By the cradle of her 
‘hl, she pid ber Kniting needs basi. or now and then iterated 
dee ecupation to vase her esd and ites 

‘Soddenly she started up, a8 seraching and whining noise atthe 
oor caught her ear, She thew the door wide open, nd poor Watch 
‘Sprang ove the tveshold, we, panting, and alone. "The moon was shine 
ing fecly om, and one glance showed Mary that her husband wat 
thece—anoter atthe dog's dipping coat told her that het fears were 
bot too well ealized. A dy sickness came over her. 1 pase in an 
Instant, and se stood, ple indend as death, but with every faculty 
rowed, every nerve stung, to meet the need of the moment, Time 
ough would there be for tears and wang, should the worst prove 
{eve at present she most acr—not waste, im ile soerom, moments 
‘reious at yet, 

allway betwcen Mary's cottage and the lake, stood the rae cain 
cof an honest Ishman, who, with hi "boy, two stalwart young men, 
hd come, ot long before, to void i the alahborhood. Ia tess than 
five mimaer Mary was on erway thither bee infant, warals wrapped 
tp, clasped even more closely than walt her borom, at If she feared 
to ioe what might now be ee only earthly treasure 


Great was the astonishment of honest Tim Matin and his hoase- 
hold wen Mary Gray suddenly peared in thsi mist, (none of them 
ver knew exactly how she came there, for she had ote without 
Knock or call), and al greater was the sympathy oftheir ind bears, 
when, i acces of forced calms, she tod her sory, expressing er 
‘elit a something (she could not bring hers to spesk more play) 
‘hd bile her husband apd imploring them to alder In ber scarch 
for him. Gladly would they have persuaded her to remain in the cabin 
With the good dame whie they went fois upon the search; bat Mary 
‘ras inenbly determined o share in 

"Ye can be of no se, darn, sid the good-hearted fellow, when the 
simple preparations for staring were completed yee heer Bere by 
far yo, too, that slip about upon the ike Uke a eatin walnut shel 

“Ys std as fem tonight at any of you’, sad Mary a se eave 
her cil to Mrs. Martin and stepped tof the cabin." ao ose te 
ing, Mr, Martins do you think Ica sit here when James perhaps 
‘She could not fish the sentence, but she was understod. 

th rapid steps the litle party set of, falowed bythe dog. which, 
nomen, hey loo sit of som after they let the shoce Mary Kept et 
promise af standing firm pon the slippery sueace ofthe ake, fo a far 
cep fot had fans sl timidity for heel, and i oul scarcely 
have been felt had he path een through burning coals. Long and exre- 
fly di they setch, narrowly examining every crack and Ree in the 
fee where it seomed at all posible tat the ctastophe they deaded 
‘ut would not name mipht hve taken place At length one ofthe Youn 
‘men, who was ite in advance ofthe rest, suddenly started back wih 
fn exclamation of surprise, and fing the lantern he cased shewed 
‘om a yawning gulf But afew fet fom where they soo. 

"There was no hole here this morhng he whispered to his brother; 
‘but low st wa the tone in which he had spoken, i struck like a nell 
‘pon the wife's ea, With sudden mad impulse, sbe sprang towards 
the chas, but was instantly stopped by a strong but kindly hand “A 
thin, the cath, sid the Bind Ihave ye would thik of i 
"Thi ofthe toy at home, jews; why shold 9e lave im to” Mary 
fetal that tose wonds were meant fo ply bat the nfl impale 
teas checked, and burying her fas inher hands, tears—bot, PUPNE 
tenrs—came to relieve er breaking hear. 

‘Shen low whine caus the car of oae ofthe young Ishmen, 
andthe same instant ait pear of moonlight showed him the dog 
ta litle tance standing athe elge of the chav and looking aly 
fdownmad, apparently atthe Hack waters below. With + mute san 10 
the others fo Keep Mary back, he crept ceutonsty round towacds the 











Sith animal, and tere, sil clinging with that desperate, seinng 
‘rp t0 the rough ede, he stw Jumes Gray, species, motions, 
and evidently almost gone. 

"The ln was fund, but his exrcaton was sil not easy. The ke 
under the brave youth's fet cracked and rained, a6 reping 38 nee 
to the edge a temerity fst could dare to go, be threw round the halt 
Hfeless boy the knoted rope with which he had come provide. 

'A few minutes more and the now tjelcng lite pty were om thee 
homeward way, bearing in ther arms the rescued one, while Mary 
walked beside, now audibly Bessing her kind trucheared fends 
ow, inthe set depts of her hear, offering up thankspvings to Him. 
tho hd thus given er back bee hosband from the vey gates of death, 

My simple tale told. James Gray i gow a thvng fart, with 
snore pray than dark iy upon his head. Mary has become pave et 
‘eae matron, with many ae young faces sing rand her, bat either 
fas eve forgten that afl night and sill when winter comes round 
‘gin and the frozen Take ies gltring in the sunbeam, 'a sea of gas 
ke unto erst’, do the thoughts of bath wavelbackwards—Dets to 
‘hat agonising serch, and histo the untold, unspeakable sensation of 
‘at fesefal Hoar he Te, 


9. Tuomas Nee (1808?) 


Six Years inthe Bush (London, 1838) contains in abbreviated 
form the dary of Thomas Need though it was published anony- 
‘mow. An uncle, one ofthe dans of Canterbury. wed to mae & 
Clegyman out of hin by paying hs expenss at Univers Cols, 
‘Oxtrd, bt he withdrew when, ashe put, he coulda swallow 
the 39 Aries. He travel to Canad with & servant and plenty 
fone, and being ypc Eagan ofthe Gay had a n0- 
Ser ofthe rough cues rubbed off inthe proces al of which he 
took inthe ight prt He ise wavelod about looking for a favour 
tthe place, obierving from the appearance of Perey Vilage, fn 
Seymour, that setlement ‘way 40 called case novine Was 
Seta Finally he porehased 3000 acres in Verlam Towip for 
{£750 and became founder ofthe vilge of Bobcaygeon. Fond of 
‘ontng, he once appeared Peterocoush ins hallodian Robine 
fon Crise costume, followed by hoodng boys He resented the 
“Seureton of Cameron Falls and other beauty dots by commercial 
‘evelopment jst as people capable oftheir appreciation were be- 
fionng to ae. In T850 he ft John Langton in charge of Ms 
Gomadan fos apd ceturned to Enpland, arid and ved in 





Nottingham uni his death. There are no direct descendants of 
tis interesting pioneer of the district, since his daughler Mary 
had no children, In 1926 she and her husband, E. W. Chamber, 
‘addresed the ‘following intersting lters to Librarian Amur 
Wilgess atthe Legislative Library of Ontario, They are enclosed 
Jn an envelope alixed 10 the Library's copy of Sis Years in the 
Bush: 





Woodlands House, Holford, 
‘Bridgewater, Feb 3d [1926 
Dear Sir-— 

Tas delighted to hear fom you in reference fo "Six Years inthe 
Bash. Most interesting to me. (T-N.) He Was eight mes actos the 
Ailace, He worked ¥ry hard-—lour mils ater being set to Uai- 
‘ety Collage, Oxford by his uncs, one ofthe Deane of Cantey 
‘sho intended him for a parson. He passed but a he sid, he couldn't 
allow the 39 artis Uncle said" wil do nothing fr you, Tom”: 
‘Soe and frend Ged, Hll~aso from Nott.-vent out fo Canada 
1632. Me. Hall mrsed out there and my father came home 1880, hav- 
ing ben et some money by hit Aunt Mise Welt. My father marted 
1850 and Tam th sole ret, 1851.1 maria in 1877 Erext Came 
bers who is wting to you. We have no ests. T have two prety ite 
ster colors in my Be oom of the our al 

"Yours moet sincerely, 
“Mary B. Chamber" 








have 2 Six Years inthe Bush” which isan abbrvited acount, a 
iary brought out by my Tater's ld fiend Mr. Rope, since dead. He 
vasa College fed 


Woodlands Howse, Holo, 
Bridgewster, Fob. Sed, 1926. 





Dear Sit 

T have been trying 10 thik of something to tell you sbout Mr. T: 
[Need in adiion to what my wife as said. He bought the Vilage of 
Bobcaygeon in 1833 fem Me. Boullon. He sold his saw mals and 
propery to Mr. Boy T think i 1849, who eventually paid off what 
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1 still wing in 1866 or -68. He had given a piece of ground near the 
{Chute fra cemetery The clergyman came hee about 12 of 14 years 
‘go for my wife's signature as there was no tile wo i, which she slaned 
fad we baive a ray rn trough the land soon afterward, 

"Aer his mariage be live at Gannow in Derbyshire but evenly 
‘moved to Notingham where he and Mis. Need! dd. He was very fond 
‘of hunting and shooting and good at both He became very deaf—a 
famulyfaig. He was great tends withthe Langions and Me Joba 
[Langton looked aftr his allie when he left Canada don know what 
‘ise To sy, bu if you eae to write agin we shal be very ga Yo answer 
any questions we cao. 

‘We hear Bobesygcon has become a great hliday resort. There & a 
‘et cilsd Need St 

havea very beavy oldie of his be had in Canad, grooved bore. 
He could not have eared it but probably used it when in his canoe: 
is dogs used to rum deer int he Ike. 

"Youre sincerely 

“E,W, Chambers” 
‘We have four good 
heads of Canadian 
Stags, 


[six Years inthe Bush; or Extracts fom the Journal of Setter in 
‘Upper Canada, 1882-1838 (London, 1838), pp. 40 et seq} 


“The distance from Peterbor! to the [Chemong] Lakeshore was shost 
six mils, ofer which a fend Kindly offered to transport my elects in 
‘hs waggon, We started sbout nine cclock ia the moring 1 in my 
inexperience, believing tht though the road through the forest was 
‘otorioasy bad couple of hours at most would rice forthe jet 

‘he end ofthat sme, however, we ad sarelysecomplished hal the 
<istance when the wheels sunk so deep ina shough that two bours more 
Were taken up in existing them. The next two ales were scom= 
plied with ill move diflaly, for we were obliged repeated to make 
4 conlray, oF other words to cat stakes and lay them horizontally 
forthe wagon to pase over, Bet even this scheme filed tls and st & 
mile dstent fom the ake ovr teamserdelaed the wagsonieaealy 





The ar ori of Mrs New! and Mary (Neat) Chater in Aane Lag 
tom A Gensdwoman in Upper Canada fing p-T38 St fone of Need ess 
5% frstay te hn te Ey Sonn fa Engel” 


fixed our only hance was then 0 Jose the horses and Tod ther with 
the goo, which was done; and inthis munncr we reached the ake at 
Six lock inthe evening, covered wih mud, hungry, and exhausted 
(On segaining the Waggon we made vome lneectual ellos to dra it 
‘out hackwards, but m the end were compelled to abundon i fr the 
ight and make the Best of our way Back tothe town. At day break T 
Stated again on fot, in company with thee hired labore, t rejoin 
the bagasse atthe lke side, where a boat was appoint to mest 
‘On reaching the shore no boat was ia wating, nor was there a8) sppest= 
ance of one on the whole water; this was a biter disappointment, and T 
fear Tost both temper and panes but after Tite tine, Broing 
‘more cool I walked slong the shore in the hope of alin in with some 
Indian and procirng a cae: in ths I was unancoefl, bt jot we E 
‘was giving up the search in despair I obwerved something lke a Boat 
‘esting against a rocky headland afew hundred yards of, which indeed 
1t proved to be, though apparealy waterlogged and rotten. Sil it 
scenied godsend; and when, wi the sistance of my companions, 
‘who soon eame up, we had pit onshore, i was pronounced by oo 
‘of thm, a carpenter, capable of Being made vea-worty in afew hour 
Tehud evidently been ce-bound inthe early prt ofthe winter and aban 
<oned by is owner, We al set t0 work immeditly, the ahores to 
‘aul the puping seams with clay and mos; Ito make a paddle to scet 
by, and the carpenter fashion a pale of ous! at length We got of, 
‘bt my companions were wholly untogeained wih the use of the oa, 
fant my practise had not extended beyond occasional pl onthe til 
Sarface of the Isis, at Oxford, every diferent afar from encountting 
‘bead wind and heavy Sea ona Canadian Ike ina eazy old watet= 
Togoed host sil, by hugging the shore and alternately chocring and 
scolding the men, some tle way was made; and when, a nigh, 
‘we land to light Bre and obtain sme rst, the carpenter anaouneed 
that seven miles hod been sscompised. The night was Yery sory, 
andthe easing meraing, if possible, worse; so tat afer a iets 
‘ort to continue our voyage wae desided to remain where we were 
Took my gun and wandered into the forest in quest of game, while 
nny companion started oft vt some Indians, of whom they procured 
{large maskalongy of pike, which, together with afew pigcos, far 
ished us with an excellent sopper. Towards evening the wind tld: 
fe he en lng now lee alarmed fr thet persona safety exerted 
‘themseves with such good wil tha before nght‘all we brought oor 
boat sfely to anchor at Verulam, and Tleape ashore oa my own er 
or. 





August 20.—Ment to Pterbora'; where a rapid improvement had taken 
place during the summer—new owes had been bul, ew shops 
‘opened, and large infu of inhabitants hod served. Thad been 50 
‘any weeks abseat that Thad forgotten to change my halt-inian co 
‘ume before [eft the woods, consequently my el acquaintance reeog- 
‘ised me with ciety, nd especially ae the sm hal sadly changed my 
‘complexion: even the boys inthe suet booted as 1 pased 

‘October 5A Land Surveyor asved to-day to ay out the ground pan 
‘of avila, wich soe projected public works on our chai of aks it 
Tikay to eal ito exitence on my propery. We mescored several las, 
and in many instances had hier fr thm immediatly. One person 
Proposed to open a tverm; which, if espetubly conducted, wil be very 
tefl to dhe infant setement. The iteton of Government, sanctioned 
by the Legit, i to cuta canal between Lake Stargeon and Pigeon 
{Lae forthe purpose of avoiding the present dangers iver nd ap 
snd connecting the navigation ofthe two Lakes Such ao undertaking 1 
hd in some degree anticipated whea T selected my lot of land but T 
ad not imagined that i would have boea so soon eaceted, o Hat the 
interes of oe rude dit could so soon have atractd public ater 
tion Prom this tne Tey fsity coder th vale of my property 
‘the market quadruple. 

'24-—Yesterday two large Mt-bttomed boat rived, with the fami 
iss and eet ofthe ew sels, tthe projected village. The Sound of 
the ate and the hammer and the mised voices of women and children, 
fel steangely but deliphtlly on meat a8 T stelle along the shore this 
croning: striking contrast tothe tine, oly few wesks pas, when 
fn the temporary absence ofthe wooden Twas left lone i te howe 
Ing wider. 

"27-—A dian camp hasbeen formed on the opposite shore of the 
Lake for the aut hunt: two of the men brought me & present of 8 
Insanch of vento, with an invttion to join them inthe case: int 
‘ays me succeded in taking trae deer, one of which ll o my rie 

“0-—Tais morning T was fsvored wih visit fom thre Indian 
Indie, seeminaly however, ander the wows of La Teappe, for not one 
‘word would they ute, ether in Eaglsh or thee own Language: what 
Fre tok ther Teanot imagine, a 1 aftervards found that they could 
tak fast enough when they liked. 

11---Accompanied an Indian to the forest to learn the at of barking 
gure ths & performed by striking the bark of the tre wit aie 
bull, jst under the animal, which & thus killed by the splintered bark 
thou inary t the fue oF Besh 


(May 20.—two boats, heavily laden with work people and atsns, 
pasted up the lke to day on tet way to Cameron's Fal, which have 
teen latly purchased by two young adventurers fr the site of a saw 
mil Sentiment i out of place in ths Colony, where fr many Years 10 
‘ome the eramental must lve place to the profitable: the "wah 
1o he yy eperr; but cones i was nat without dep sorrow LTeamned 
that in ow weeks one ofthe loveliest ene in the province would be 
dlstroyed. I had boon a great delight, onthe long evenings ofthe last 
umm, fil up the lake im my canoe and pss ult hour oF two at 
{he Falls after the tis of the day were over. The Indians, whose lined 
‘vocabulary rarely ais an inaporopiteappelition, have given them 
‘aims, wbich signs ‘step, what a sound. They have however ut 
4 faint ies ofthe subline and Seaufl, and it seemed very sad that 
{his spt, whose loveliness has been wasled upon the heels eyes of 
the sage from time immemorial shoo be doomed to destruction jst 
1 belagseapuble of appreiting it were beginning to stein the nih 
tourhood. I must beleve that thse master works of natre, though 
bored ina wiidemess and unobieeved or unappreciated by human ee, 
fe not ls, anymore than the countess Sowers that ar “bora to Mash 
Tn the ol world we should pople such spot wih fry habitants; 
tt in this cold, dll, mater-ofact county thee sno room fr imagi- 
tation to work, no cherished sociation or ancient reelection sited 
{o feed and noorsh it all ton new ad too rea. T have sometines 
tempted to trace back the sors of the Fda, bat they have litle 
to pat: eve the foes tees are not ancient, the end and baoted 
‘kof the old odd uly unkown, The lakes and the rivers in- 
‘end are of yesterday, and so ate te Beavers but every thing else is of 
to-day, plain matter-of-fact today 
lhane 8.—At the Raps blow th clearing 1 fll in to day with thee 
Thins ofthe Mohawk tbe, returning fom the chase with a gusty 
ffs, One of ther was Pre, a celebrated move! of Indian symmetry. 
Indeed I do nt thik I ever witssed so fauless a form and fre, 
iether for strength of beauty: Task hi if head his companions 
Had’ not besa tespsting on the honting proands of my fiends the 
Chippewas, to which he repli, with» scomfa laugh, that "the Chip- 
power were women, and dare not ook a Mohawk inthe face —n at, 
fin ancient feud bas exited for many geneatons between the to 
tons, which even Chrtnity has at succeeded in healing. The ake 
‘ouniy of the its Delonge of ancient ght to the Chippess, but 
Some time since portion of was invaded and apparently congred 
by some of the Mohawks. The Chippewas, defeated in many Bloody 











acounters, at ength gave up the strogele and reired father hack ito 
the forest thee quiet, however, was only the lll of the winds before 
2 storm: for one night, lng ater their enemy wer, as they imagined, 
Securely sete, they came down from thse eet sn overwhelming 
umber, rerroune the wigwam ofthe sleeping Mohawk, and to 
Ing frebrands into the roofs, butchered the sale inmates as they 
‘ed ou: nether sex nor age were spared, and its sid that scarcely 
‘ne ofthe invaders survived to ll the tal of horror or exact vengeance 
fom thei tebe This acto eee but eacelyuajustetebuton acer 
‘ed on Rice Laks, where prast-gronm mound sil marks the Indians 
‘rave Near it the seers ttn up wit the plough tomahawk Wades and 
Seow heads, with oer implements of Indlan warfare. Since tat dread- 
fal nig the Chippewas have never been turd by any aggression 
on thee terior, unless, inthe present insane, by individuals: but 
rovertelese the tadion of the Mkawh’s prowess in the ld has 
‘ome down tothe preset generation, heightened by the colouring of 
time, and doubt whether the whole tbe cos be browpt to encounter 
ny thee marauding acqusiatane of today im open fight he very name 
‘of Mohawk isa bugber to tem, and thre are few’ tat wil not tur 
pile a the mere mention of 

July 13-—The evening being elt sd sil 1 got into my canoe and 
padaled up the lake to observe the progres of the works st Cameron's 
Fal A very fw weeks had elapsed since the purchase, bat with more 
thon the ws celanity ofthis wonderoworkng country a vast dea had 
been effected. Abroad milla was thyown across the steam a the 
‘ead of the cascade to stem the cure and condoct it over the wheels 
‘tthe mil; the geen meadow, which fr coumless ages had afoded 
the lcs pastor t the wild deer, as now Browsed by bores ad 
‘tle; and where the litle cope of oak fad stood, noting remsined 
‘ut biackened stamps, interspersed by rade unsightly Top hooses; nam= 
ters of workmen wee pling their respective trades onthe ground, and 
eying bore the appearance of sm acve and rig setemet.- 
March 9 Sunday —-A ey ever tobe marked with a whit Bean’ i the 
nna of our seamen, for on it an humble bulding, which we had 
‘rived for the worship of God, was opened for divin service. The bihly- 
{steemed clreyan of Peeoro’ consented o ofite, and never T 
blive was thre « more devout or atenve congregation assembled 
tithin she vale of a Christin church. Some de before the hour of 
Service our sles a taken Weir places, the women seated, end the 
toc for the most par leting in deep thought against te wal Several 
tere inter ad all sored! much feted withthe dea of being por 
Ind one nor to worship God after the manner of thle ftbers, in 


the rade wilderness; perhaps, also, they thought of frends separated 
from them for ever, who atthe sume hour were about to jin ia the 
same services with theascles, and weadig their way 10 more cosy 
but ot more Sincerely dedicated temples. They who ae privileged 10 
live within sound ofthe church tells and are i the habit of attending 
thee summons at tated seasons a thing of course, can sarcely emt 
ico the fens of the exile on such an occasion asthe preset, for Bit 
habit and mode of ie, together wih his (i most cases) tena separa 
‘on fom all is finds, naturally leads bin to ely less upon man and 
‘more upon hk Maker. His underakings, hi sosese, even the daily 
‘sings of preservation and food, sem more immediatly to fow fom 
2 paiular Providence and make hi serious and thoughtful. We sang 
‘ogeter the Momiag Hymna and thea the sevice was proceeded ith. 
Alterwardh, inthe presence of the whole congregation, 2 number of 
Soung children wore sdeied hy baptem within the ple ofthe Chore, 
‘who, ft please God shal row up to preserve the ath aswell the 
Tanguage oftheir Father in this dant land and add one more link 10 
the cain which bids the colony 1 the mother county 





10. J, W. Donan Mooose (1797-1869) 


‘An olfcer and an author when he met Susanna Sticland, 
Dunbar Moodie was at once persona grata. His books, however, 
Naratve of the Campaign tn Holland In 1814 and Ten Years in 
‘South Africa, are dull and in no rexpect notable. After a series of 
‘errors and misfortnes in Upper Canada he obtained the ofce of 
‘Sherif of the District of Vietria (now Hastings County), and 
from 1839 until his death in 1869 the Moodies resided there 
‘Though appointed by Sir John Colborne in a period of Tory ascen- 
ddancy, Moodie was a personal fiend of the Honourable Robert 
Baldwin, to whom, as Attorney-General, he made coatinual com- 
plaints and requested more Iveratine posts He wa actually 
Imoderate Reformer with strong views in favour of Responsible 
Government Continually in financial and political touble in 
Bellevle, he was eventually ousted from his Office by a series of 
lawsuit." Poverty and <Ssappointment, as well as_ ileal, 
followed. Like his wife, he contributed 1 Iteray journals, though 
frequently his articles were mere excerpts from earlier books. His 
‘beat Canadian writing comprises a few sketches, in both verse and 
prose, of his pioneering experiences in Douro. He died in 1869, 
n'a Fone panic Ey 


1. W. D. Moodie, Scenes and Adventures, 3s a Soldier and Sette, 
daring Hall 1 Century (Monat, 1866), pp. 219-23] 


Behold that man with lanky looks, 
‘That hang ia stange confusion er hs row; 

‘And nicely sean his games, reat and putcted, 

In colors varied like pictured map, 

‘And watch his ess glance—now gre, now 237— 
[As saddening thought or merry humours ach 

‘Sweeps oe the deep marked lines, which cre hath left 
‘AS when the word teped ia blacest ight, 

‘The Tork lightning ashen through the sky, 

‘And all atound lesps into fe and eh, 

‘To sink again in darkness Blacker sil. 


‘Yes! fook upon that fee, agus, lng, 
‘As thouphflly he stands wit folded arms 

‘Amid is weal of chard snd spectral stomps 

‘Which once were tser—but now, with sprawling rt, 
ing to the rocks that peep above the Sl 


‘Aye! ook asia, 
‘And say if you dcr the Isnt trace 

(OF warior: bold the gait eect and prow, 

‘The steady glance that spenks the fetes sou, 
Watchfl and prompt to do what man caa do 
‘When duty els? All wrecked and relies now. 


Bat let the trumpet’ soul-inspiing sound 
Wate op the bratng echoes of the wood, 

‘Then watch his kindling 3, hs eagle glance, 
‘While thoughts of glorious lds, and bates woo, 
Aod visions bapht, of joyous hopeel youth 
‘Sweep o'er his soul. soldier now once more 
“Touched by the mapc sound he rears his head, 
Responsive to the well Known martal note, 

‘And stands agin hero ids rags. 





11s delight to observe a fing of contentment ander adverse ir 
cumstances. We may sie at the ride and clumsy atempte ofthe re= 
‘mote an ested backwoodsman to stain something ike comfort, but 


apy he who with he buoyant pints of te ph bested Ibn, 
onus to make himself happy when allot would be mieabe. 

‘hcatn degre of satiation with our preset eicanstences 
necessary 1 stimulate us to secure ttre comforts bot where the do- 
Insite prospect of future happines i to remote for ay reasonable 
‘ope of ultimate ataiament then surely if tue wisdom to make the 
Inet of he preset and ocala spt of happy comtentent with 
the lot aigned to us by Providence 

‘Osi Simpson, or the ‘Ould Darapoon' a he was generally called 
sas ood sample of this hap character: and shall proced to give 
{he reader a sketch of his history and desertion of is exabishent 
‘He was one of tht unfortoate csr of carpe solders who te 
tempted osll thie pesions, often far below te tal vale, for te 
‘Ske of geting lot of lind im some remote stlement, whee 
‘only eodeed valuable bythe Iabor ofthe eter, and where thy wil 
ae the uneevd privlegs of expending the lst remains of tee 
strength in cleting 2 patch of land forthe Beet of some sowekceper 
‘ho bas sven tem ert whe engage inthe work 

"Tue Ould Dragoon had xe is ode om the erp ofan extensive 
‘aerestow which as considered sre of trl cui f he 
‘eghtourbood; and where be managed, by cating the rank gras In 
{he simmer ime to support several cows which afordo the et su 
‘tence of his fly, He had also managed, with the asstance of fis 
‘ested paren Jody, to ler few ares of poor rocky laa on he 
Storag margin of the level meadow, which he panted yar afer year 
with potatos. 

Scere ver tis small clesng, here and there might be seen the 
born of we bal-brnt bemlac tes which had apd the gener) 
ombuxton ofthe Tog heaps, end now formed «sing contrast to the 
Sh linetne rocks wich showed tht roanded sacs above the 
Inca si 

“The Ould “Dhragoon seemed, moreover, 0 have some taste foe the 
picturesque; and by way of erament had let standing sundry tl pines 
nd bemlocks ney gled to destroy thei lig, the shade of which 
‘ould have been detent to the owt of heb pati, which 
ie evened to grow in hin lain, but which in the meantine, ike 
Imares a the sae, sched tht naked branches implocaly to the 
smiling heavens 

"Ashe ws Kind of Remit from cole, and ft removed trom other 
setlerswhowe nace f so neenary in new stement of Simpson 
‘ros compelled to resort to th mon! extraordinary contrivances hie 
‘avng bis land. Thos afer feng the tex, anend of coping them 





{nto lengths forthe purpose officiating te operation of pling them 
preparatory to buming, Which would have cst him too mbch labour, 
he resorted othe practice of ‘nguring, a it is ale which is simpy 
laying ight pce of sound timber across the tanks of te tres, and 
seting fief them atthe point of contact, by which means the tees 
far lowly burned throgh. Tt was whe busly engaged i this interes 
ing operation that I fst became acquainted with the subject of this 
ech, 

‘Some ent o thy ite res were burning brishly in dierent parts 
‘ofthe blackened fel andthe oe flow was watching the slow progress 
‘of his sent ‘nige, and replacing them from time to time as they 
smouldered sway. 

“Ate heading my way among the uncouth logs blaing and smoking 
in all directions, encountered the old man, ated in an old Hood oF 
bonnet of his wife Jody's, with hs patched canvass trowsers rolled Up 
to hs nes: one foot be, and the echer furnished with an old boot, 
hich trom is appearance had once belonged to some more arora: 
foot His person was lng, straight, and sinewy, and there was light 
springiness and elsticy in his step which would have suited» younger 
tan, at be skipped along witha handepke ove hit shoulder, He was 
flngng «save from the “Enniskillen Dhragoon’ when T came up with 
hin: 

“With hi ver mounted pistols and his lone carbine eum, 
ng fet the brave Imiskillen Dragoon 


is face would have been one of the most lugubrious imaginable, 
ity his lone tangled hie hanging cofusedly over tina manner which 
Te happily een compared to ‘bewitched haytack’, had tno Been 
for a ceria humorows twitch orconrusve movement which ected 
fone sie of his countenance whenever any dl ide passed though his 
tind. Hs with tvtch ofthis iad, and a cen indescribable 
inkl of bis somewhat melancholy eye, a: he seemed intuiely 10 
form a hasty conception of the yo his appearance to a stranger 
unused to the bush that he welcomed me to his clearing, He instantly 
"re down his handspke, and leaving hs ‘riggers! fo ish their work 
at thee lee, issed on our going to his ebin to get something to 
‘ine 

‘Gn my way Tcxlained to hi the objet of ry vn, which wa to 
snark out or laze he sds Tins of ot of and Thad recived se part 
ff miliary grant immediately adjoining the beaver meadow, 204 T 


sce Golet ary Life ie Upper Canade (Tovona, 13}, 


sed hm to asompany me, ashe was well ogo with the ier- 
nt ts. 

"Och! by all mana of manes and welcome, the devil afoot of he 
‘way bat I know as wll as own caring: but come ito the house 
{nd pet drink of milk an’ bite of bread snd ute, for sorrow 
‘hrop ofthe whisky has crossed my teeth forthe Tat mom; ani? 
‘but poor interainment for man or bate Lean ofr you, bt share you're 
‘early welcome 

“The pesncs ofthe hometead were divided and subdivided into an 
inGsity of enclosures, of al shapes and ss. Te outer enclosure was a 
‘ash fence, formed f ees fled on each eer in a row, and the Faps 
filed up with brushuood. Thre was a lage ete swung with wooden 
binges, and wooden Lich t fasten ifthe smaller nclosuees were 
made with roand poles Hed together wih basswood bark. The howe 
‘was ofthe rudestdeserption of ‘shanty’, wth hollowed basswood logs 
‘tigi cach ater somewhat in the manner of tes for a rot, instead 
‘of sages. No on was tobe sae, inthe absence of which there were 
Plenty of lether hinges, wooden latches foe locks, and bark sings 
Instead of mie 

Here was a large fire place atone end of he shan, with a chimney 
‘onsrited of spit Tats, pasted with a mixture of clay and’ cow 
“dong. As for windows, these were lures which could well be dix 
Pens wih; the open door was an excelent subtte for them i the 
{ay time, and at ight pone were required; when T ventred 16 objet 
this artangement, that be would have to keep the door shut inthe winter 
time, the old mn replied inthe syle so characteristic of his county 
‘Shure i wil be Une enough to dk ofthat when the cowld weather 

Every thing about the house wore a Robinson Crusoe aspect, and 
‘hough there was aot any appearance of oxsinal plan or forest here 
tres no lick of ingenious contivance to meet every want at It aoe, 
Juny droped us low curtey a we ented, which was fllowed by a 
similar compliment from 4 sou pi of tele ad two or thre more of 
the chlor, who ll seemed to share the pleasure of the parents of 
‘sceving strangers in thelr unptetending tenement 

Many were the apcogies that poor Judy fered forthe homely cheee 
she furnished ws, and gest wiser deli atthe notice we took of the 
“cider. She seit Biddy, who was the delight of ber heat, to read 
Ing the Bie; and she ook down scurlous machine rom 8 sl, which 
she had ‘comived ut of her own hen, as she sid, for teaching the 
thildeen to read. This was & Mat box, or fame, filed with sand, which 











saved paper, pens, and ink. Poor Judy had evidemly seen better days, 
but, wih a humble and coneatd spit, she Hesed God forthe food 
sd ean raiment ee labour sfored thom. Her only sorrow Was te 
‘waa of ication forthe chien, 

‘She wold have told us long story about her trian sferings 
before they had attaind their present comparative comfort and inde- 
pendence, bu, as we had a tedious scramble before us, Bough codar 
amps, beaver meadows and piney rides, the “Ould Dhrogon’ cut 
her short, and we saighway started on ose tisome jure 

‘Simpson, spite of certain dash of melancholy in his composon, 
was one of those happy fellows of the ght heart and thee pair of 
breeds’ schoo, who, when they met wih diflelty and misfortune, 
never stop lo mesure is dimensions bot bold i thei Beat and un 
Fahy ove, ain crosing a bor where to stad silo ink 

‘Of then we went. wth the "Ould Dhragoon’ skipping and bounding 
‘on before ws ver fallen tees and mossy rocks, ow ducking unde the 
tow tangled branches ofthe wite cod, then carefully piloting us slong 
rotten logs covered with green moss, to sae us fom the discomfort of 
tet fet All thie tme he till Kop one of ir fet safely ensconced In 
the toot while the oer seemed to fcriate im the water, a i there 
were something amphibiows in his nature 

‘We soon reached the beaver meadow, which extended two or tree 
miles; somtimes contacting ito mutow gorge betwoen wooded 
Init, then spreading ot again into am ample Geldof verdure, and 
presenting everywhere the same uneaying level surface surounded 
Ivith kag sounds covered withthe dense broken fore, a0 if 
furlace Had Tormey been covered by the wats ofa lake,—-vich in 
Sil proabity has Been the case at Some ot very rete pero. 

In mny paces the meadow wat so we that reqied Very large 
shoe of faith to support usin passing over is surface: but ou fend 
the Dhragoon soon brought ur efe though all dangers tos deep dich 
‘whic he had dug to carry of he supertuous water fom the pat of 
the meadow which he owed. When Wwe had obtained frm foting on 
the opposite side we sat down 1 rest oules before commencing the 
‘operation of ‘lazing, oF marking the tes wih our ates, lone the 
‘eine of my lt. Here the mystery ofthe hoot mas explained. Sip~ 
on very cooly took i ff fom the hitherto favored fot. and drew it 
Ton the other, He was no «bit ashamed of his poverty, and candy 
‘owed that this was the only hoot he possessed, ahd Re was desitous of 
ving cach of bi fet fir pay 

"Newly the whole ofthe dey was occuped in completing our jb, 


in which the ‘Dhragoon’asned us with hearty good wil, elvening 
1 with his inexhaustible fund of good-bunour and deallery. 

Twas scaly datk when we got back to his shan, where the kind- 
eared Jody was preparing a huge pot of potatoes and other ‘com 
‘uses’, a Simpson called the other eaibles, for our entertainment 

Previous to starting on our surveying expedition we had observed 
Judy very eamestly giving some importet instructions 10 one of her 
lite Soy, on whom she seemed to be mow serouly impresing the 
secesty of uring the simon ience, The happy contentment which 
‘ow beamed in poor Judy’s stil comely countenance bespoke the soe- 
‘oe ofthe mesenger. 

‘She could not ‘all up spits thom the vasty deep’ of the ella, bat 
she had procured some whisky frm her nett door nephtour some 
five or ie mies of and there it stood somewhat ontentatioaly onthe 
‘able in a ey beard, with aor oob” or ea of Taian com sipped 
ofits grain fora cork, smiling most Benerelently oa the family cle 
fn looking a handed welcomes tothe sana. 

‘An indescbably enlivening influence seemed to exade from every 
pore of that homely earthen ves difsing mirth and good-humoar 
in al iections, The old man jomped and danced about on the rough 
floor ofthe shanty’, andthe chien et igsling and madng each 
cer in coene, casting timid look fom tne 1 time at hele masher, 
for fear she might check them for being over “oul 

4 crazy Ye ate inl, ye ould Omadhawn’, sid Judy, whose 
notions of propriety were somemfot shocked wih the angi Toit 
fot her pater "the lkes of ye T never sed; ye are too foie nil. 
rave done wid yer dries, and st the tol forthe glemans, while 
Tse the supper for ses" 

‘Our plemfl though homely meal was sooa dicussed: fr hunge 
tikes ood conscience, can fg a Tawury; and the ‘prey Bead” made 
its appearance withthe usual accompaniments of fet water and maple 
soga, which Jody had scraped from the ake and placed im saucer 
fon the table bere us 

"The Ould Dhrasoon, despiing hs wiles admonitions, gave way 
Arely to his fines an Knew no bounds 4 his his. He Inughed 
fan joked, and sung snatches ofc songs picked up in the course of 
Is service at home and sos 

‘At Teng Judy, who looked upon him asa ‘aa Jana’, begged hon 
“to sng the genflemens the song he made when he fst ame to the 
‘county OF course we sede seconded the mason, snd noting Toth 
the od man, throwing hime hick on hie son! and stetching out hie 
Tong neck, pore forth the following ity, with which T shall conlade 
{hs hasty sketch of the "Ould Dhagoon” 

















(Och! ts here im iticly conned, 
In the wild woods of swate Medica: 


God's blessing on him that invited 
Big ships flor our exosing the sy! 





Here praties grow bigger nor turnips; 
‘And though erel hard i our Werk, 

Jn ould Ireland we'd noting bt pai, 
But ere we have pats and pork 


{ive on the banks of & meadow, 
‘Now se that my maning you take: 

Te bates all the bogs of ould Ireland— 
‘Sx moaths inthe yea t's tke. 








Bd luck tothe besvors that dammed tt 
wich them all kit for thir pal 

Far shure though the eaters ae deve 
"Tis sarin they've drowned sy domains 








bul og ose of the timber 
‘That grows on my chaemin este; 
‘And anilegant root-howse erected 

Sst facing the font of my gate, 


‘And I've made me an illegntpi-, 
‘Well liter wid era an wid hay 
[And its there fee from aoe of he childs, 

sleep ia the het ofthe day 


Ws there Tm nity a ise, Sir 
‘And enjoy all the comforts of home; 

1 sech out my legs 361 pase, Sie, 
‘And diame ofthe pleasures Io come. 


Sor, ts pleasant to heat the fogs eroakin 
‘Wocn the suns going down in the sky, 
‘And my Judy its quel anoint 
‘While the pestis are oie tit they've dry. 





‘Och shi if you Tove independence, 
And have money sour passes to pay 

‘You must gui the ould county ites, 
‘And sat in the mide of Bay. 


‘Susana Moooit (1803-1885) 


Susanna, the pretest of the Strickland girts—'a curly headed 
emotional creature, rather ‘Keatian in nce"—was the 
Youngest of th six daughters of Thomas and Elizabeth Strickland 
‘t Sussex, England. She was the rebel ofthe high-Tory Seicklands, 
‘who wers seandalized when she underwent conversion and joined 
the Methodist Society ina neighbouring village. Sbe came bick to 
the fold, however, se did her sister Sarah, piquant and unintel- 
Teetual, who frst matried a Methodist but was subsequently able to 
retrieve the familys lst prestige by marrying & clergyman of the 
Exablisiment 

Tn 1831 Susanna maried  half-pay officer, J. W. Dunbar 
‘Moodie, and the Moodis and Trails came out to Canada in 1832. 
‘They seuled in Douro ear Lakefield, but were unsuccessful as 
farmers in the Bush The exigencies of pioneer life and the bie 
of chilren prevented Mrs, Moodie from employing her gilt of 
Stuthorship until about 1836-37, when she contrived to write while 
hor childten slept. A numberof rather artificial novels of the type 
‘common at that time were published in peiodials and in book 
form, chilly in the United States, She was something of phioso- 
per, and soon came round tothe view that the work did not owe 
hor or her husband a living and thatthe best people were those 
who worked hard and used their talents tothe peak oftheir ability. 
‘While living in Belleville, in 1847-48, the Moodies ventured upon 
a literary enterprise, the Vierria Magazine, but she ls bast known 
for her Roughing 1 in the Bush (1852) and Life inthe Clearing 
Versus te Bush (1883). She died in Toronto on April 8, 1885 














[Susanna Moodie, Roughing It in the Bust or Life in Canada (Lon- 
don, 1852), Val, pp. 87-83), 





“There was + man in ur own, 
In our town, in out fowo— 
‘There was aman in ou town, 
He made 2 logging bee; 


‘And he bought lots of whiskey, 
‘To make the loggers esky 


ota ine Stn sgh fhe et of Ered 


‘To make the loggers esky 
‘At his logsing-bee 


‘The Devil st on 3 log heap, 
‘A tog heap 8 log eap— 

‘A redshotburing log beap— 
‘Agunning atthe bee, 





‘And there was lots of swearing, 
(Of boasting and of daring. 
OF fighting and of tearing, 

‘AC that Hggig-be. 


WDM 


A Logging-Bee flowed the burning of the fallow as a mater of 
coure. In the bush, where hands re few and Tsbour commande an 
fnormous rate of ages, these utherings are considered indispensable, 
fd much has been writen in their prase: but to me they present the 
most dagusting picture of bush lie They are noisy, tos, druaken 
‘necting olen terminating in violent quar, sometimes even in bod 
‘shed, Accidents ofthe most serious ature ofenoesar, ander) le 
‘rok done when we conser the umber of hands employed and the 
‘reat consumption of fod and liquor. Tam certain in our ease, had We 
heed wit the money expended in providing forthe boe two oF thee 
industrious, hardworking men, we should fave pot though twice 
‘much work, and have hal ¢ done wel and Rave been th pines i he 
cn 

‘People inthe woods have a craze forgiving and going to bees, and 
unto them with as much eagerness aba peasant runs fo a racecourse 
efi, plenty of suong drink and excitement making the chief atrac- 
on ofthe bes. In rang a house or barn a be maybe looked upon 
nosey ei, ut thexe gatherings are generally conducted in 8 more 
fxderly manner than those fr logsing. Fever hands ae required, and 
they are genrally under the contol ofthe carpenter wha pts up the 
frame, andi they get drunk daring the ring they are lable meet 
vith very seriou accidents 

“Thinyetwo men, gentle and simple, were invited 1 our bee and the 
maid aid Ieee engaged for wo ye preceding the important ene i 
faking und coking forthe entrainment of oor ass, When I Tooked 
tthe quantity of food we had prepared I thought that it never coud 
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be all eaten even by thirty-two men. I was a buringot day towards 
the end of July when our loggers began t come in and the ‘geet” and 
"na ofthe oxen resounded on every sie. There was my brother S——! 
wilh his frank English foe, «owt in ies Lietenant—— in his 
‘los, wide white trousers nd red ssh, is Bros srw hat shading 
4 rk manly face that would ave Ben splendid property fora bandit 
his the four gay, rele, ile sons of ——, famous at any spree but 
Incapable ofthe leat mental or pisialexetia, who considered hunt- 
{ng snd Shing ss the sole im and object of ile. These young men 
rendered very ite asistance themselves, and their example detered 
‘there who were inclined to work. 

“There were the two Rs, who came to work and to make others 
work; my good brotherindaw? who bad voluateted 1 be the Gros 
Bos, ad a host of other setlzr, among whom I recopsaed Moodi's 
‘old Scqusintnce, Dan Sinspon, with his lank rod air ad long freckled 
face he Youngs the hunters with thir round, black, cy ead and 
‘eh Ish broge; oor C—, wth his long, spare, consumptive fire, 
‘nd thin sickly face. Poor fellow, he has long since been gathered 10 i 

“There was the allan squater P—, rom Clear Laks,—the dead 
fo all honest men; the brutal M—, who tested oen 3 if they had 
teen loge by Heating them wih bandepike; and there wae Old Witte, 
With is Tow forehead and Tong nose, a ving witness of the truth of 
Prenolog, if his large organ of aqquisiveness and bis want of con- 
{Seniuenese could be taken in evidence. Yet, n spt of he deetions 
from honesty, he was hard-working, good-autred map, who, i he 
Crnted you ta bargain, or Sok away some wseful arte fn eastake 
from your homestead, never wronged his employer in hs day's work. 

Monaghan was in his glory, prepared to work of fight, whichever 
sould come uppermost, and there was old Thomas and his ons, the 
‘contracons forthe elering, to expedite whose movements the bes wa 
‘alle. Old Thomas was a very ambious man inhi way. Though be 
{id not know A fro B he took tnt his head that be had received 
‘all frm Heaven to convert the hesthen inthe wildemess; and every 
Sunday he held'« meeting in our loggers shanty forthe purpose of 
‘svakeniog sises and bringing over “Tnjun pagans’ to the true faith. 
His mathod of accomplishing ths object was ory ingenious. He got his 
wife, Perry—or my Panay, ss be elle hero zead aloud foe hin 
{text fom the Bible ste knew iby hers and he ad, ye sid 
truly good remembrance, an never herd striking sermon but he 








retained the most important passages, and ead them secondhand to 
bis bosh alee 

“There was Joha R—, fom Sith-own, the most notorious sweaer 
in the district: a man who eneemed himelf clever, nord he want for 
aural talent, but head converted fis mouth lato such sik oi 
‘uity that it corupted the whole man apd all he weak ad thowghiess 
‘ot his own sex Who admited bia la tei company. Thad tied 0 con: 
Vinee John R—— (for he often frequented the howse under the pre= 
tence af Borowing books) ofthe grew ere that he was constantly 
commiting, and ofthe ijorious effect most produce upon his ow 
amily, tthe mental cere had taken too deep rot tobe so ey 
‘ured. Like a person labouring under some ful discase, he contaminate 
fll he touched. Such men seem to make an ambitioas diay of tet 
‘bad Habits in such Scenes, ad, they aMford litle lp they are sire 
10 get intoxicated and make a row. There was my fend ld Ned Deno, 
‘who had heen so ansios 10 get ws oof the Buming flow. Thee wa 
8 whole group of Dummer Pines Lev, the litle wiry, wity pouch: 
CComish Bl the honest-heated old peasant with his stalwart eure and 
tuncouth dace; and David, and Nedall good men and trey and 
Malachi Choak, a guove, witheed-ap, monkey-man tht seemed ke 
some mischievous el, iting from heap to esp to make work and fon 
forthe ret; and. many others wee a tnt be wha have sine fund 
a rest in the widerpess: Adan T—, H—, J. M——, HN 
‘Tacs, a teen mes, lst ter Hives in hose Bight wats in whi, 
‘on sch ocasons a these, they used o sport and fle wo eles them 
‘elves daring the noonday heat. Alas! how mans, who were then young 
‘un thie pime, that ever apd i lakes have swept ay! 

"Our men worked well il diesestine, when, after waning in the 
lake, they ll st downto the rae board which Thad prepared fo he, 
loaded withthe best fare that could be procured in the Bs. Pes-oap, 
legs of pork, venison, cel, and raspberry pis, gxnished wih plenty of 
potatoes, and whiskey to wash them down, beside large ion ete 
‘often. To pour ot the later, and dspense it round, devolved upon me 
Dy brother and bis friends, who were all txnperance men, ad conse 
‘quently the est workers in the Geld, Rept me and the mai satively 
mplyed in replenishing their cups. 

“The diane passed of tlerably wel some of the Tower order of the 
Irish seers were prety far gone, but they commited no outage wpon 
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our felings by either swearing of ba langage, a few harmless jokes 
lone circulating among them. 

‘Alter the sun went down the logpng-band came in to super, which 
‘was al ready for them. Those who remined sober ate the mes! in peace 
Sad guiely rewrned to their own homes; while the vious and the 
“runken staid 9 Brawl end ht 

‘After having plied the supper on the table Twas so ed withthe 
‘oie, and het, ad fatigue of the day that I went to be leaving 1 
‘Mary and my husband the care ofthe poet 

‘We were obliged to endure w second and a third repetition of this 
‘dias scene before sixteen acre of land wore rendered ft for the 
reception of our fll crop of wheat. 

My hated to these tumulioas,dordely meetings was not i the 
least decreed by my husband being twie srously hurt while attend- 
ing them. After the second inary he reccved be seldom went to them 
Himes but sent hie onen and servant in his place, In thes odoas 
‘eaterngs the sober, moral, and industrious man is move ly to sufler 
than the drunken nd profane, as durag the deliv of dik these men 
expose oters to danger as wel as themselves. 

"The conduct of man) of the ster, who considered themseies 
seatlemen and would have Been very much afironted to have heen called 
‘there, was often more reprehensible than tat of the poor Ish em 
trate to whom they sbould have stan example of order and sobre. 
‘The behavior of these young mea drew upoa them the severe but jst 
cenrures ofthe poorer cas, whom they regarded in every way a8 Wit 
infers. 

“That blackguard calls himself geatlernan, In what respect he 
‘beter than ws? was am observation too frequently made ws ofa these 
‘atberings. To se a bad man in the very Worst point of View, follow 
‘im to a bee be he profane, Heeatious,quartlsoee, of rogue all is 
native wickedness wil be fll developed there. 
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‘The River Tren is large steam, full of sillows and rapids and 
esl Inks, taking its tise nor ofthe township of Somerville, a 
fhe Colborne District, at very far rom acai flakes which reach the 
‘Ota onthe cost, sd the bck Riker, feeder of Lake Simooe, and 
ft tlbutary of Huron spd the Severn, on the wert 





herve Trent s strangely torus, but Keeps almost entirely within 
‘he Cofberne strict, named after Lord Seaton, and at Rice Lake 
‘forded ste for the Colonial Ofc to extaleh a foutsing colony 
1 few years ago at Peterborough, and to open an entirely new std Ye) 
ch porson of Canada Wes 

“Ths rive, pace, as it were, by Nature as the connecting link of 3 
great cain ‘of inland navigation embracing the expanse of Huron, 
‘Ontario, and the Ortawa, opens 2 tld of research both to the agricl- 
tur and the fore. The woods abound wih te fet Kad of ut 
touched timber; the ld i ere inthe extemes nd herve, steam, 
tnd lakes bound with st, Tn shot, had the Trent Canal ben ished, 
Instead of the miserable and decaying timbertides which now encam= 
ber that noble iver, ance milion of habitants woul, inten years 
‘more, have led up the forest which are now only enctsted by the 
Indian or the sche afer Uber 

'N private indvidal as, however, pat steamboat upon the centre 
ofthe rivers course; and Mr. Weler, no doubt, finds tht i ays him 
‘well, forthe orton of Colborne dst near Rie Lake sting 
‘apy. 

"The Trent Canal or ead inthe same dteton, would lead to 
‘the Georgian Dey of Huron, and thus render a journey to the far West 
‘ney of accomplishment, tthe mow ret route from Oswego and 
New York 

‘Bu Tost journey on, and after resting at Brighton start by dayfight 
and penetrate at the bowels of the Tad bya sandy road, which, after 
sing that vilg,stzetces into the forest due north 

"Away the waggon went, not sts hand-illo, forthe sand was too 
sep for tat and, passing through woods by 2 lolerblysood oad for 
Sow a setiement, we, every now and then, at intervals few aad far 
between, saw 2 ew farm oF 2 ew Tog-ut 

"The day wat fn, and so, having erred oar provision with ws, we 
halted in the deep woods upon the muddy Banks ofthe Cold Creek to 
tress A Tartar camp was visited by an Eaglsh uve somewhere 
‘nthe dominions of the Grand Lama, and he was treated to Loadon 
porter, So were we inthe dep forest of Cental Canada, for London 
Dover appears to travel everywhere; and dscrsing i with much relish, 
heed the rss ad pve tem what they Hed much better clear and 
pore water—which, ed, nom tink wool have Ben quite a god 
for usand wagzoned cn until me came to a sirprsing new seement 
in the Bosh, the vilages of Perey and Pevey Landing, whee, tere blag 
nil privilege, sm sharp running waterstucam i called in he United 
Staten four and sw have been established anda very thriving 








Population is rsing bo in numbers and in means. Here we dined in 
‘eW in, oe ater vee, kept bya French Canaan, and thn pared 
‘ur jute for few mile on 3 decent new oad amit fine setements 
‘nd good farms, and, crowing heal sretm, plunged ino the ne 
‘istrbeforst by a road in which every rut was a canal, and every 
stone as big a a Bomb-sell athe very Teast. How the waggon stood i, 
land the rots and stumps of the ees ith which thes boulders were 
“ier, Tam sll unable wo explain: for my part I waed the preter 
part fi forthe tones of my body seme ari they were very Tks, 
ater shor tril fo part company with each the. 

‘At length, after ong, Jumping, complaining, and comforting, we 
came to bilge ear Mer Mill. Out condutew, my young feed 
Soresid, who was more used tothe coud, saw at a ance that some 
‘hing had gone weona wih the said bridge; for exhibited a very d= 
fonder, dranten sort of deilnay cre aspect. 

"He was too far advanced upon itt retet, when he discovered that 
4a team or two fad departed into the Tively curtent below. With Wu 
ackwoodsmas energy be pulled bis hoses up sharp, ried them 
well wp, and then, wit a tremendous shout, applied the whip, and 
‘sway leaped bores, wagon, and. passengers over the chasm, the 
Temainder of the bridge groming and saying most plainly Twill not 
‘ear this any longer. Next morning we heard that the whole streture 
ad fallen In and disappeared 

‘have been in some dange in the course of my le; but avs ater 
seard 6 ths spot convinced me that one's existence & olen + sort of 
fineace throws spd whether the sito the one comes up or goes down 
fea mincle.T ever had a nearer lap for elaring Syn than this, ex: 
cepting one shorty aftervards upon the timbers f the Treat, 
Heys Fal 

‘A vst timber canal or way had been constructed here by the Board 
‘of Works to convey timber down arpid without danger, the ide bing 
Slongsde ofthat rapid. Te war an interesting work, sod with my youns 
{rand and two muvl fcr, setled in Seymour, I went to examine ft 
[At he sucoway ober dm was ort of tridge composed of para 
Tat poses of heavy square joss and pltforms we walled slong this 
‘Mahomet’ rly, where, Azrael semed to have establihed petty 
‘uch the same senry as Cerbeos, having two oF thee mute ready 
to devour the adventrote passenger, 

‘The pall plese were aout two fet distant from each other: 1 
salted on oe and my’ companioas onthe other, unt» good vew of 
the whole work and the splendid rapide was stained. Under oar feet 











at some distance was the water ofthe sie rnning on a sind plane 
fof woodwork, at a great angle and with enormous power and velocity 
Ima pitch or cauldron far below. 

"The ay was right, and the shadow of the paral logs et between 
the spuce no view ofthe water undereath. They called me roddenly 
to lok atthe rapid. I jumped, a8 | thous, over the space between st 
‘bet my jmp was into the shadow. One ofthe naval oer,» powerful 
an sic fet and moe in Beg, saw me jump; and jst at T'vas ds 
Sppeaiag between the timbers caught me by the arm and, by thet 
tle and strength, eld mela mid-ai. The other iuedatlysossted 
him, but my youne rend became dealy pele and sick I did not vit 
Clee the slide or the cauldron; in ete, instantaneous and sulocating 
eat was inevitable. Reader, never leap in dark places, and look before 
you leap. My young frend looked befor he leaped over th bide wih 
his span of hos, and, lke a gallant aria, guided bis van without 
fear athe old me afterwards that the ead sweat ton hi row when 
fhe chasm wan clened, as much oo the bide as Gd at my Quinto 
Canine verre. By th b, id Quinte Carce, a the Frens so adritiy 
cell him, ever leap-—T doubt the fact—ite the esi which closed 
‘ver hin? 

Tent © combined Bshing and shooting plc-ickery, and uaveled 
foom Rainey’ ml sd Falls all long the valley of the Treat Healy's 
Fal 

‘The Trent i # brow and ment picturesque river, rating roaring 
sloog over a sees of ils ad rapids for miles together, and expsoding 
jn noble reaches and litle Inks 

Raineys Fab T have fsiny sketched to show the soft beauty of 
soe pars ofthis ver at Healy's Fall it is more broken 

‘We went to Crow Ba, jist above which the Crow River, rom the 
iron mine country of Marmeor, runs at the Tret. Here we found to 
fends brother, sted im reat comfor. They had been aboot fen 
Soir inthe ‘Bush’ and had excellent fame and hores equal t0.any T 
hve seen so fa Inthe interio, with every comfort around them, In one 
tf ter plessur-bouts, we embarked for the junction ofthe sve, on 
Sthich ts intended to place town when the county becomes more 
Fete, 

"Al now forest excepting 2 very exemsve and very flourhing 
seflement of tele hundred acres, undertaken by areted fild-oticer 
Jn he amy, which wa 8 prot about ten yeas spo for hi services and 
js naw worth two thousand pounds, or perhaps more since abedee as 
‘een bul bythe provincial leslsture over te Trent in order 10 cone 





‘ect the mal route hetwsen the townships of SeymoursEast and Sey= 
movr-West as otha filing up rapidly and land becomes consequenty 
ear and sare. 

“The fist sells in Seymour were lumber merchants who, seeing the 
‘weal ofthe county in pine, sod oak, nd ash, the gest fry of the 
‘oi, and the faites afforded everywhere for erecting mil, etabinhed 
themselves permanently, and, before the agrclarists were induced to 
‘think of i Rod removed trom all land within miles of the ier the only 
‘valuable inber thatthe township contained. Thus one soute af prot, 
dnd that avery grat one to the farming stl, tas boc destroyed, and 
the entering tnbermerchant hot etablnbe at convenient dances 
‘vera sstemils where his hmber ie converted ino plank tnd boards 
Tor the lower marke, and where hei at al ties ready to saw what- 
ce inber the farmer has lt into boards and planks for him, receiving 
Sormagy feet of timber and giving so maay fet of lumber, as saved 
Tiberi cll aking care of hinsel, of course, in the exchange, 

“The fourm at Percy prosed upon the same principle: farmer 
bring sacks of grin and receives seks of Sout in exchange, sid ex 
‘hangs being of course thre t one, or mor, against him. 

“Throughout Canada i this tuck or barter system pried and ery 
lie money dst way either ito or out ofthe back toweships, unless 
it be the rcepts ofthe umbermerchant fom Quebec or the lakes. THe 
Tambeemerenant is therefore the lord ofthe Trent oF of any othe 
lteatintral rier whereon ate ew settlements; and many of them 
‘hve amassed large fortunes. 

"Thus cane Hmberaldes insted! of canal upon this splendid iver, 
hich mast at soon as the Marray Canal onthe Bay of Quine is wn- 
‘Seriaken, be lo opened 1 navigation, as by it the ices part of West 
tm Canada, oth in sol an in mines, wil be reached, and a dice, 
cmmuniiton had in wartime from Kingston, the great naval key of 
the lakes, with Penetangnesene, and Lakes Huron and Soper. 

es somewhat melancholy, on reaching Healy's Fl, which are 
turbulent rap of the most picturesque characte with em immense 
timbers or broad wooden sloping cana slangside of tem, to see 
the ecarace in tis far solitude formed by the workmen, They fad 
Tul oes, shane and sheds, and had lived and loved together for 
‘any 2 month, with their fais, on tht charming spot Nothing was 
in uin: all wie new, even tothe windowpas; and when our Paty, 
thee toiling aay through the fore, reached the opening and sae blow 
tthe foaming rapids, the grand forest the regaed banks, the timbet- 
Slide and the tle wooden town, we thought here at Test fe a well 
‘honen hamlet at which we may rst ave 





[No smoke rose from the chimney; not soul appeared to pest ws 
the eagle soared above; the cunning fox, or the murderous wolf, the 
‘ake ad the toad sloe found shee, where so many human beings 
td so rcendy congregate, where fom mor il dewy eve the hum of 
Inuman voices fad een icesant, and where toi and labour had wo 
suppor or so many. 

‘Occasionally the rude and reckless lumberman halts here whist his 
Liner i psig the Side; the course jest andthe coarser oaths alone 
heard atthe fale of the Tet, save when the neighboring farmer vis 
them t provare day's raaation frm his tis and t view the pram 
deur of ereaton, nd, we trast, to be thank for the dispensation which 
has east his lot in strange places What mast be the ectsoma hough 
fa man edested tenderly and lxutiouly in England, when heretics 
Spon the changes and the chances which have brought hit iat contact 
‘ith the domain ofthe bur, of the sme, and ofthe lamberer! ese, 
ear Englan, thy geen glade, thy peaefl villages, thy thousand com 
ons, the scenes of youth, the fiends, the parents Who have gone to the 
fd of promise—will these memories nat intrude? No wherein this 
‘wonder word do they come upon the mind with more solemn inpes- 
‘Srenes than in the wild woods f Canada, 
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Immediately ater faving Coburg we plunged into the forest through 
which the ralvay is eared o the [Rie lake. Here we found tiny 
‘Seamer, with high-pesture engines, which snorted and splashed scrost 
the water to the dconfort of ducks and other bide feeding onthe wild 
tice. This plat, which given ie ame to the lake, grows im such pro= 
fusion ato make the water appear in many places like green pastas. 
‘Sterng though these we drew near the wooded shore and entered the 
‘mouth of the Otonbee, a lazy river about a hundred yards wide ned 
bythe deme nd dark primeval forest. The sll up this steams ex- 
tremely wid and roma. As the tamer pulled rund each Bend, 
fights of sare waterfowl made the zvee 
“Vocal in its wooded wall’, 

and pated avay into the wildemess yet undisturbed by man. For, with 
are exceptions the forest sina state of ature; and, even whete he 
‘eter has broken in, bit Iahours have made but ite impression. 





“Copland the buter merchant, be sre you pt me oot at Camp 
tell Town” shorty after this injunction te ite steamer paused abreast 
‘ofa smal caring. provided with rude landing-place constructed of 
lawn logs. "Now then, who's for Catapbell Tow’? exlaimed the cap- 
tai, ashe threw am atenute leather bag letard ‘Her Majesty Ma 
to a ld in wating with a ear. At thee words the buter-merchant, 
‘ats in hand, came forward and begged fo know where Campbell Town 
teas, as no houses wete visible. The question was ot leevant. Town 
ln the shape of houses there was none; a few seatered log-bts and 
shanis formed the enbryo of wha, doubles, wl bee ong a fut 
Ishin community, Beyond these ther was nothing in ight but the iter= 
Iinable forest The Yanke's countenance fll ar his vson ofa trving 
‘gular setdement was dspeled by the reality; and as he stepped oo 
‘hore to sek ie fortune we heard hint uterng, Wal, Pn dard if 1 
‘verse ih ato 

"Near Peterorouph the selemens increased in number and extent, 
and were ofall ages, fom the fist stape where the prostate trees of 
‘unsightly stumps told how fieresly war had been waged against the 
forest othe pesod of glorious victory proclaimed by the snug bose 
and Homestead standing amidst green pastures or coen-els, hore 
olden waves awaited the rel, of stood gathered into banded shes, 


“Like armies of prosper 


‘As the steamer drew near Peterborough, and the captain pointed 1 the 
fesience of my fend, T fel stange emotions fori had boom a a= 
‘ream of many year’ durtlon to vit him and his stern their Cana- 
tian home, Now it was on the eve of realation; and those who have 
sjyed the warm welcome of llectionate Irendship in 8 far distant 
Tad il conceive my felings of joy when T passed under thir root 
‘One purpose of my tour was ecomplished; ad, easing of the cares 
and aides of travel, pve myself p fora season o gut pase. 
"Accompanied by two fiends left Peterborough early on sorows 
morning forthe backwoods. We travelled in a buggy, the vehicle poe 
ally used in Canad, which although extremely igh, succesfully Fests 
the terible concussions axing from the wretched ronds, Our destna- 
tion was de toxnship of Dour, about tcive mies from Peterboroush, 
‘whore Twas promised a hearty weleome from Major Stickam, brother 
fof the authors ofthe “Quoeas of England’, who as long heen sett 
inthe atovetompship. Our route lay up the let hank of the Oronabe, 
the stream pot being navigable higher than Peterborough. Tis dashing 
‘waters ae, however, ed for floating down logs for tho lumber trade, 
nl diving saw-mils, We visited the Iagest of thou esablshment, 





out thee miles trom Peterborough. The machincry ison a gigantic 
‘cal, One hundred nd thiry-ie saws were working with temendoos 
‘eos, racing he ops o planks the rte of neat My an hoor 
Instead of using Hes to sharpen the sms, power punching machine 
|s employed, which cuts fresh faces on the tec; a proces combining 
rater eliieny wih saving of ine. 

‘Resuming our drive we entered the ish, sow unealivened by see 
‘ments, thet absence Being mae painfully onle to us bythe tbe 
‘ondion ofthe road, Holes macked by mad were of constant out 
‘ence. Ito these our vehicle plunged witha crash, threatening to reduce 
ito toms; but, uch to my surprise, it was on each occasion dragped 
‘out by the wiling horses, appareny uninjured. Worse, however, han 
‘the bles, was the deal cordaroy composed of lage logs, over which 
‘we bumped with a dslocstory motion, rendering ficult to exp one's 
eat To avoid these bad places, we fequenty tured side ilo the 
‘bush, preferring to rough it through the tangled underwood and ccet~ 
‘Somly drove n the bed ofthe iver when i afforded an eat roote. 
‘So bad im shor, ws this oad st although we had only a dozen mies 
to dave, we were five hours onthe way. Buta our bones ulated the 
Joting, the varied incidents were highly diverting. At we approached 
‘Douro, the forest gave place to earings, afording charming views of 
the seiner of this favoured toveship. Presnly we came to small 
houses and Togs sn broadcast upon the land: the commencement 
‘ta town to which the mame of Lake hasbeen le, as he shect 
‘t water from whence the Otonabee ves within a short distance 
Histening onvard, fr an ominos black clos threstened sores, We 
at length arved at Major Suikland’s setement and fad jst time to 
tuner shel, when the thundercloud discharged is contents in 
{orrents of sn, imparting dls coolest the atmosphere. It has 
‘bun sai everything om 3 large sale in the New Wood than in the 
‘ld That he thunder i Toude, and the ran heave in Canada than in 
England ie certain; atleast, if what T heard and saw on this oocasion 
‘nee fe specimens of these phenomena 

orsnatly the Major wat at home, and a son asthe weather per 
mited we crossed the yard to his howe, where we reeled & warm 
‘elcome, Dinner war immediately ordered, sod ss imprompu septs 
ire of constant currence in the buh, whore even Map-coaches are 
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btlaed from the vgn Sl, which for some yeas requires po manure 
‘At the same tne, ao wise farmer vil exhaust the vegetable sopesa 
by taxing te wonerfl producing properties to severly. 

‘On our run we found the young gentlemen puting tei ies ia 
covderand eagerly planing a deee-hun for the following morning. The 
‘woods abound with these animals, which are sated by dope and riven 
towards the lake the sport comising i ether shootiag the 25 they 
ound acrost openings fm the fret, reaping thm i the water. A 
Toca is asigned to every person joining the sport, where he i ea 
joined to remain unt he has citer the good fortne to shoot the dee. 
‘ris appcsed thatthe game has gone of in another dieton, 

‘The necessary preliminaries having been arranged to the saisfction 
of ll partis, est downto supper, aller which songs were sung Wi 
forssino chores for, atthe tine of my Vs, Major Swikland’s 
‘domestic establishment had not the advantage of lady atts head. AC 
‘he same time, T must say, social comity nver depenerated to 
sanenes; and though te fed huntiagsits, looming through tobaeco- 
‘make, gave the company a bigandih spearance,gealemanly conduct 
lone ar stongly maintained a if the scene of our meeiment had been 
Tandon denwing room, 

'A the dere was fed foram ealy hos, we soon rte to zest: 
and thanks to fatigue and a good bed Twas ina few minutes in the land 
‘of reams, from whence I di not emerge until roused by the hunting 
party The scene af the sport was about two mies from the house. The 
fogs were sent nto the fore, and the hunters repated to thee plas 
Faithful to their isrtons, they remsined st thee ost lon tine 
with thai yee pee, a the Yankees sy, and thei ers alive to the 
faintest sound, But wat not my forton eter to shot the dee ors 
4 for, although ae was Stated, I took a couse towards the interior 
ofthe both nto which it was pursued by the dogs. The preconcerted 
pn, ble from 3 Bor, ot he hunters ree; bul before emng hone- 
‘wars I could not rest the desire of penetrating alone ito the foes. 
{Carefully noting conspicnows trees, T went om unwrapped by the 
tnuzy fol of fnumerable rem, between which daylight and gloom 
‘tropaled fr mastery. The sllence, broken ony by the oceasona sear 
‘of a wi bin the bur of insets, was painfully oppressive; and ws the 
Spirit the scene are upon ae T felt how tly Golsmith has pictured 
the let wanderer in an American wilderness 





where teats with man divided empize cai, 
‘nd the Brown Indian takes » deadly sims 
‘Tere, while above the giddy tempest Hes, 
‘And al around disuessful yes ase, 


“The pensive exile, bending with his wo, 
"To stop to fearful, and 00 faint to 30, 

(Casts fond took where England's ores shine, 
‘And bids his bosom sympathise wit) mine 


[A duck-shooting and Shing expedition, on which we stated afte 
‘breakfast, was atended ih greater sucou than the deer-hunt. Those 
‘ids in autumn are numerous, and easy of appro, athe sportsmen 
are masked bythe rie‘ among which they fod. It wool, indeed, 
have been eis to soot dozcns of those fs; but we Were coatemt With 
1: moderate bag, and relingushing our guns, prepared our tackle for 
‘esse fishing. Stout ros and lines are equi fo this sporting and 
‘avy Bh, hich on this oecasion, Iam sory to say, we eapeoed with 
it. No fies were to be had; so the toast who may be tempted to vst 
the backwoods ona sperng expedition wll do well to bring @ SuPHIy 
vith im, 

"The plscsoria wealth ofthe water was amazing. Standing on 4 raft 
consroted expressly for Ishing moored in favourable lees, we 
“aupht in the course of afew ours several Base weighing frm two 
our pounds each, besides merous goodly perch and suns, ries 
in their golden splendour, which cage stugled for the bait with 
‘ei nny brethren, 

But pleasaat ay are my associations with Lake Claris beauteous 
‘wooded sen! around which the base lve to lad 


"Acol, sweet, ser life, wrapped in round waves, 
(Quikened with touches of transporting fear 


‘more undying memories atch 19 an excursion, onthe Ist day of my 
bie sojourn at Lakefield, to visit some Indians in tse Todge on an 
‘sand in at upper Take. 

Major Sticklond paddled me in his log cane; giving me, before 
stating st ijoncone to maintain a perfect an equlium a pore 
Sle tthe sghtert swerve would inal probably rest fn pes 
tating nto the lake a Wiley which promised tbe inereated, ae 
‘rt of our plan wa o toll for maskinonge. Now as these fh ae noted 
for ther great sie and strength, it was evident no sal are would be 
equ, should capture one of these monster, to Keep the canoe 
steady for mates were so arranged that, whl half-etined at on end, 
the Major, squated on his hams, paddled at the othr: and = stout 





trllngline was toned astern, one extremity of which was seared to 
iy right arm. The bit used for maskinonge curious; being a large 
Spoon of polished mel, generally copper or bss, witha the concavity 
‘of which & strong hook is soldered. A sive attached tothe head af the 
Spean allows Ho rotate when dren rapidly trough the water, and 
‘wheter it be that maskinonge ate spoor-ed during thei infaney, or 
‘other reason, I cannot say; but tis ceain they have © great fondness 
for this gitring Ble. But th reader wil, paps, want to know what 
‘¢maskinonge i ike, Sinar to the pie in shape (Exar extor of Cuvier), 
itis generally mach larger nd though the weight of Sah i often 
‘onl te to fame, he masknong> has the merit of being good a well a 
‘reat. In common with the picker, which oscopies a poston tome- 
Where between the out and perch, i specular tothe United Sates 
nb especialy to the great lakes and the northern waters, where it 
‘ery abundst, Fis T ean con; for we had ot nade mach progres 
before It sharp witch st my arm, quickly suoceeded by pul Which 
arrested the SEs progress, Taking the Tine in my hand, played the 
ch ae well I cou, at scoweded evenly in dening hi slong 
sid. To secure him was, however, quite beyond my sil, for be was of 
Poipious size Handing the tackle to the Majo, he deierousy Swng 
‘tr prize into the canoe, where he was spsilyveduced to tranquility 
‘bya we administered blow onthe back of his Bead fom sll mallet. 
"He weghed 22 sand those who have captored large and strong pike 
wil conceive the exciting work it was to bate with sich a fellow from 
the narrow’ configs of Top cance. We afterwards caught two more; 
fn might have swelled the number to slmost sy amount Bad we felt 
Fncined. But we coal not fh and visit the Indies: 30 we Wound UP 
for lines and padded swifly throu the bright waters. The tap Was 
elisa At the Bead of Clear Lake, ret, not nike that separt- 
lag the upper and mile Killarney lakes, occurs, studded by wooded 
‘lands On one ofthese the Indians were amped; but there was m0 sen 
(of ie, nor could we detect anit the dene folige landing pine. 
[Avid whoop from my companion wat answered by an Taian, who 
tort trots the bush and motioned or to ile creak, where we ds 
tenbarked. Flowing our swarthy gue, we came suddenly on small 
‘lering in the cet of which was te lodge A more picture spot 
ould not wal be conceived. The gsound, mented by a vay of Wd 
flowers sloped gen towards the Lake. Lofty toes shutout the oprer= 
rive sam, and 2 tiny brook gugled sweetly asi leaped into dyiaht 
{tom the gloom ofthe forest The lodge wa constructed of bich-aek, 
‘open st the top forthe egress of smoke. Around were various hunting 
‘nd Gahing implements. Por fh, with srps of bear-esh and venton 


Inanging on poles in process of coring, attested ow efficiently these had 
teen od 

Pushing aside th bullalo-skin serving as a door we entered the lode, 
from wih, bowever, 1 was neatly deiten bythe dense and uti smoke, 
“The fanily consisted ofthe Indan's wile, motberinsaw, ad two gis, 
who were aginted round the fre ropeinending 2 savoury mess of 
bold docks, Ash, and squires 

“The women and gis could not speak word of English The exces 
sive natural simply of te gis and the feedom of toe limbs were 
Femarkable. With ther ned fot, which were beautiful forte, they 
‘sie fragments of wood and eat them om the Bre with the same ese 
15 we should perform the operation with our hands 

“The whole Scene was scien wid and novel toe very ntrest- 
ing; nd sincerely commend the oui ot aie om the Beaten 
track fo vst the Indians inthe bath, He most not however, expect 10 
fe the wld save in this part of North America The white man has 
driven him into the far west beyond the Missi. Bot though the 
Ojiseways residing in Upper Canada pass a considerable potion othe 
dear the ouskse of towns, thle hunting spit reake for In the 
futum, when, casting of the tammels of cvlsition, at all tes 
falling and perplexing. they seek the wikderess, erect thirds by 
the side af lake ostream, and spend ther days hunting and fishing, 
whe thee squaws make Tadian ornaments of Sew the seams of birch 
bark canoes, for which they have a constant demand from seers. The 
Indian whom Tvisted had several of thee graceful boats in hand, for 
cach of which he was o receive six dolar 

‘We returned to Lake inthe evening: and the following day my 
ind host drove me to Peterborough. On our way he frequently ex 
Paiste on the ate ofthe road, which I thous wretched, but which 
Fe contrasted wih the conditon of things when I ook him a0 entire 
{sy to journey from Peterborough to his home in the Dish, 
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Last Thora Licut Co. Swctlind grant Diploma’s to wo of his 
opi, T.B, Allen Esq and W. P. Band, The Former Geatleman pase 
I highly stedtable Examination and as @ proof of what igh teem 
he's eld the ext day he recived the appointment of Steward over the 
atte ofthe Rev, P. Warren, Mr Band wa not 0 fortenate we 
elev, ot so mich from want of ables, but from foo great a eon> 
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fidence in himself, and therefore not studying suliclenly; Me Band i 
fnuch cit up about, but idleness always meets is reward; he Was 
sealy losing an exrenely advantageous station with B. Leigh Es, 
ttho of coum could aot reste him without hi diploma; the wn 
fortunate youth snow saying atte hospitable mansion of JE, Beatty 
Enq, who i attempting t eradicate those pernicious Ses of idleness 
tvhich have been sca on ato fertile mind. 





15. Capratw Howton Rave 
4 ts To PETERBOROUGH AND LAKEPIELD, 1860 

[Morton Price”, A Theta Trp fora Wager! though Canada and 
the United States (London, 1861), pp. 60-9, 

From Port Hope we joumeyed north to Peterborough. This is 2 
portion of my Journey tht Tok hack to mith mach please. 1, by 
{hs time, begat soe anyway. My winning the wager was» cartiny, 
bar scien o i-ealh, We weve wadusly geting im the Ways of 





the country and the habits of the people, and, strangely enous 50 it 
then seamed 1 us, the Tarber we got info this strange land, the more 
Englshied it became; at ast as fra the inhabitants were concerned 

So, be i understood, Idi aot goto Peterborough forthe purpose of 
Incresing my profesional resis, (Uhouph, as Tock had it Tid to 
some extent, most unexpectedly end as willbe seen); but rather to 
Investigate ide fe amongst the backwoodsmen, and what I saw T 
wil now relate. Peterborough, which it quite frontier town, there 
being no other pretation to the term “own north or beyond it is 
‘most eccentric ooking ple. Though quite in is infancy, appears to 
Inve grown prematurely aged-—a srt of young child with an old man's 
fee. 

' fee years ago its se was wilderness. Now there's, I don't know 
how many, but «good lot of people there. Ofcourse the greater number 
ofthe houses, expecially the large ones, of thos intended Io have bees 
Tange, arc, and at ey to remain, in an untied tate. 

'At Peterborough T was destined 19 mest an old fend with a new 
foce; he was at Elon with me, and wes then and there a ery prety 
‘boys and being ofa rerng euld ature, I had often on move than ene 
‘cecasion taken hit art agsinst rome juvenile bully. He had come to 
{Canada 10 ear farming. "Heaven save the mark!™—and was studying 
“away out ata plac called Dour, about twelve miles of 

“The prety, eetiag, mld yout, had changed lato big-varded, 
‘brawny, tllowing backwoodnan. Trnever saw such a creature. (I 
told him so; 5, of couse, T may you.) Ifyou can faney Ben Caunt, 
‘with an enormous red beat, whiskers, and rmstachios, in a Glengatry 
‘ap, a red flannel shir, lose Teather breches, and 2 pair of kaiker~ 
bockes, you have (Baeag the nose) a good likeness of my frend 
(obs cal i?) —"Bazes™ 

‘When he dicovered my ‘ile game athe called i, aobing would 
savify him bot thit ne most and shold give or Entertsnment ia 
Peterborough. "He would hing in all is frends from Douro, he would 
‘ep them and hel perfectly Sober un twa all vet and if every= 
‘body in Peterborough dda come he'd Know the reason wh” &e, ey, 
{de To such pomerful arguments we could but succumb and, mich 
‘ur surprise, we dtcovered tht there was a ite amateur theate in the 
{owa, called "Whites Room. At this tie Thad jut writen anew entre 
tainment, called Scene nthe Hielond, and being aio fr are 
tear, and Having lite dead of Peterborough eri, we ‘conladad™ 
to play, and ids, with ck success, and o such rowed and respect- 
the audiences (whether owing 40 our lend. Blaes persuasion of 
‘rete I know not, that not coment with fro igh, we played four! 








1 tought Loci’ hearers would never be saisid with ‘Ever of the 

‘and ‘Tim siting by the ss, Mary’ They ould have 
‘er back tine after tine; and | dink if had been eile there | shoo 
Inve dane the same. Blaces parted in crying over Tm siting by the 
ste, Mary’ and aid he wasn Irishman, though I know he ase to be 
3 Landones This, owever, was atin the eveing 

Having thus pid our way, and a litle wo spare, I determined on & 
slight relaxation from mental Tabour, and dito litle ia the body. 
‘Douro, Ihave sid ging some twelve mie from Peterborough, 
and is a regular stronghold of sucking farmers Suckers, and a0 mistake 
‘Ther powers of sucton would astonish 2 Pian! 

‘Well ths Douro ight in the bush, and if any of my renders should 
journey from Peterborough to Douro they wonder how i ever got 
there 2 more villanour road I never traveled, though my fend Blazes 
(ot course), and also his fend (another long but not 50 roush-ooking, 
custome, who had something wo do with be lumber—Le, timber tds), 
‘ecared “twas nus to what i a 

Twas lad tht sight cold prevented Le from being one ofthe 
party, though tat fact prevented me fom staying to see and do all tht 
should have wished. A deer hunt, of couse, we had—that i to #83, 
th dogs had, and having, I suppose, ‘By eason of being a stranger’ as 
‘2 bona fd Keshia of the party sald, been pti a convaynient pore 
ion which meant that I could nether see or te seen—and 118 to 
‘ep my eyes and ears open and my mouth shut, Uhad my Hist end lst 
acquaintance witha Canadian Dect Hunt 

Breakfast at seven. "Any headache? "No? ‘What do you say to 
hing 

“Why, you know’ Iaith was what T came here for” 

“And ie whisky 

‘Bother the whisky? 

‘Wel, you were "ght and T shall tl your fends that I took care 
ot yout 

“The speaker was so ey ‘sen up’ some two hours before the party 
‘vite disper that e slept where he fl nd never ‘twrne i? at al 

Fishing. some tro or thes of ur went; and Taal acon these 
rough sons of Englishmen with my ‘popin, Td so sill more with 
‘ny rod. It was an ordinary trout re, made by an old fllow named 
icklbridge, in Bath, (one tht T have shed with over Bite yes), 
tnd with afew sewin Bes (my fends used bait), I mocteded inland 
ing, or rater i bowing, for {Ssh pinay from the Inte, thieen 
basse Bish acter a salmon, a tro, nora eraling, but (wih 3 dash 

‘his wa Rye actesecompaio onthe Ameren tp. 














‘ofthe popoie) a litle ofall combined. They averaged thee pounds 
‘pice But, Bless youl a god eld English tout ofthat weight would 
Ive made my ancet pies of hickory bead is back alti more tha 
any of them did 

“They were, however, pod fun. There was a aie bers, and the 
‘thing wa new; sod that goss 8 lng way tomards temporary salaction, 

‘Blazes was a great Rand ata canoe, and after Twas ted of fishing he 
Jnssed on poling me up a lake, T forget the name, where he said he 
ad appointed to meet an Indian 

“what—a ral ie Indian” 

‘Ties you, my bo-oy! 

Now Thad often wished fo see an Indian, and, ike most things that 
fone wishes much to ee, when Tdi see one T did thiak much of i 

“The dark and alment indecent individual we wes in quest of, made 
1 sudo appearance in answer fan ancrtlysceech Urom the Tues 
‘fimy Charon ar we eared the shore of a hisky wooded ey. Padang 
‘over the ny waves witha marvellous rapidity in a smilar unsafe lok 
fing concer that ee wore i, he came alongside, and afte an ntt= 
change with Blzes of ow words im Pronch and Chineso—at Fas it 
Sounded Tike it—and an awful ft of grimaces, he pointed at me with 
{he spoon end of his paddle, saying o rather shouting ‘phi, coek- 
fonoserummery or words otha ec, and darted of, and, mach tomy 
orp, we after him! 

‘Where ae you going” T asked 

“Goin! Going to tntrodaceyoa Yo my father-in-law, that to bebe 
snswere, paling avay with al his might. 

"Your what 

“Yer i ll it) Thats my wie's brother, on ahead there” 

“Get oat I exclaimed, forgeting I was ina cance, and bestowing a 
ck on hi his 

"By Ga” ws bis reply, shall both ge ou sooner than we can 
et in again i you come any of those ames. Sc ti, man—you re 
ot in bea 

“Thus admoniied, Teallpsed. 

We shorty reached lage raft moored slonsside a stcep bank, the 
‘bank ett feng nesely den from view by overhanging tees and 
bush Blzes here pled up, and tld me (Uh Une) to Get outa 
performance of no easy accomplishment. Canoes are the most slippery 
‘hin in eeston our ourigeers ae lly-ost o them, Oat, however, 
got, after 2 deal of wibbie-wobbling, and Blazes paddled off some 
where out of ight, much to my momontry dscombtue. He, however, 
‘uicklysppesred onthe bank overhead, and fom thence desde 


to igh of steps, or rather stones which Thad! not nil then perceived, 
TPascended, and found myself on a Title green knoll wih large tre 
stumps hee and there, and studded around with buts sparealy made 
‘of logs and bark of tee, Wall never!—1 was seta int Tadan 
fncampment! There were men and women, and children and ge: and 
blazes comes on intimate terms with all. 

“He presently introduced me toa Yenerabilookng old pure card, 
‘wrapped-although it was very bot—ia bulla shi, and squatted on 
is tuner smoking re ay pipe wih «profusely ormariented stem, 

“Fatherinta’,he suid "his is my friend —a mighty hunter in Eng 
Janda great warrior in many lands—and a jolly goed fellow” 

“Tis cortet description, being sven in English, Nota woe, of couse, 
the ol gentleman would have understood ut fr the expresive pan: 
tomine with which was accompanied I however evidently impreeed 
the aged Ojitheray that T'was somebody and he thereapon sep a 
howl of welcome and beckoned me to Squat. This, imagining myself 
tolerably seu, I id, and looked about me and thereupon saw the 
reteating frm of Blazes oa the pat of enlering ane of the us. Now 
Thad no intention of being lel with this od heathen, 2 T made rack 
ater him, and aflectonately taking is arm T requested Blazes to eat 
the same in mind. He looked annoyed—bich, however did pot atest, 
tne in the Teast, and we entered ogehe. 

"Tere were oaly two occupant=—a tightly pin specimen of 3 
ged female, and gl of about een or sateen. They were oth em 
ployed im embroidering velvet with heads Immediately the younger of 
the two saw my companion sbe spring vp, nd jumped ato his ars, 
and in (as far as Tam a jodge) very fat French welcomed Bm, sd 
‘he had been expecting is vst and twas evideny 2 lover's meting 
{must describe her. She had very litle om; what she ad, apessing 0 
re tobe a bie serge peticoat with some soe of embroidery sound the 
ir, over which was dingy white “cuty sor confined atthe wait 
witha beadwork embroidered gle, and over this n men's workday 
oth jacket wih large mother-peal butions! Her hae was et ack, 
‘vith sot of oly look about iT din quite Tks; bat, Tor? abe had 
‘rowsh fora doven wonen-I never sw such a magnificent mop! 1 she 
Find put #@ Fania ito a et at the back of her bead she would 
rover have seen her too sisin) Her complerion wa. Brown—yes, 
Browe—the brown ofthe spe fiber. Her nose wa pele, i nt foo 
‘aller mouth isle Inge: But murder! soch ed fps and white 
teath you almost wisbed i lrg tht the vermin and the pe ight 
‘Show the more;and her eyer—wel here Tam beaten, Sulfice i to 
fay that never sa such e3es fr black ones. T dreamt of them more 


than once atrwards. Her head was beautifully put on; and her Begs, 
Which were naked to the knee, were the moral of Louse Leder’: 
trom sk wockings never cou so any Beauty in a naked foot — 
‘expecially when the sole was a bard as tas—ao Til leave he foot 
Sooo —exceping Lo say it loked very sal 

‘But I am overspining my yarn. These were the wife and rand 
“davhter ofthe old pemletan whose society I had so rudely dened. 
Blazer’ wae dsperotly in lve withthe gd seems he had some 
oaths previously picked her out of the water at she was vaily em 
Aesvourng to rit her canoe, which had topy-trved. Thy sw ke 
‘orks (the women, I mean); ut se wae nearly exhausted with her 
‘fos, being very oun and would mos ikely have een drowned but 
or Blazer sesitance. Of couse, the old ones were immensely grateful 
forthe preservation of thet “hei and would have toed, of ober- 
wiee ennobled Blazes upon the spot ad he wished i But he dia: 
‘be made himself, however, a sort of goiter tothe young Naad, and 
Ind succeeded in teaching er French and a smattering of English and 
1 think he said she could write“ tolerable fs 

‘We stayed unl our watches warmed us to be of—for darkness in 
‘Canada lite the thanderrorm, comes on you Bang—ithout the pre 
Tudo of wip; and I dint care much about remaining after nightfall 
in tis wild regan, even under the wing of Blazes. Td there Been 8 
tin Nolad Tight have beea reconcile but there wasn. 

stall evr ememiber our homeward voyage though the beauty of 
that night. Squid inthe sem ofthe canoe, with «dalicious pipe of 
tobaco in my mouth I watched the deep shadows ofthe bash-covered 
‘hore asthe moon roxe—fl lage, and red—tightng wp the waters Dut 
‘throwing land and forest into deeper gloom. My companion padded 
Teisurely along, playing, a were, with tbe sparkling Water; and our 
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Iie back went bobity-bobbity, as much as to say T should just ike to 
pitch you two ou, you sem so jolly zy” 

‘Blazes was evden buried in Brown study, snd 1 dda eae tach 
about ltceaping hi. 1 too, was thinking—shinking of picture 1 
fa somewhere en ofa very dak grand very fair one and wish- 
ing hat T were an aris that I might put on canvas the darkest and the 
fatest beauty in creation. Heigho! 

‘Noting occurred to disturb the even tenur of ur wy; and on we 
wen, paling and plfiagan crasonl ant ch of song on ny Par, 
nd melancholy lor a «second on his lone mingling with the 
fling of th water atthe bow of the canoe andthe hum of many 
{tects inthe a. We acivod atthe landing-tage and there found a 
seevantwaling with 2 ap and, what much slddned my eye, a botte 
‘of why, for we log sce Hithed the Mask that companied us, We 
thd ony few mies to goto “Ble? Park—ae 1 terme i few acres 
tf cearing—and whether it was the whisky or jing Tow not, bat 
Blazes at last opened his mouth and blurted out, ‘say, old felow, Pm 
ong to marey tat nigce las 
"Mary 1 si, puting the bowl end of my pipe ia my astonishment 
to my lipe—Xbe devil” 

‘Nealy as black, certainly’, he replied, mistaking my exclamation; 
“but there's more of the ange in her tan the devil—anybow! 

"My dear man, T did't mean that—— 

“No, no; 1 know. OF course youl laugh; bat mark my wods: i you 
ce come 49 Douro gai Youll Had that pl im my howe lal 
iter 

"He made his words good; for in spite ofthe jers of his wid band of 
‘companions be cred her off one fie ight and married herby book 
sod candle (Blazes Is a Roman Catholic); and, as he & next bet to 
any a broad sew in Merrie England, it is Jost pose T may yet 
‘gia se the heroine ofthis ite yarn, and presiding over avery difer~ 
8 exabishiment o that inher Indian home. 








XIL POBTICAL PRODUCTIONS OF THE INHABITANTS 


RL 18 distinct diference, if often subtle and fequemly 
mbiray,bewean petty and vere: and't equally spparet 
hatte bey of ee hon merely in th eye othe Dover. 
In ie old Neveasle Distt thee were sever inhabitant Who 
‘ve considerable lam tothe name and feof “poet,” and many 
‘bers who were clever verifers, Notable among the former 
‘Rhoda Anne Pag, whow postal composon,skhough almost 
tnnown to mode faded have bee pried by bot ber con 
temporres and competent crite. Forgotten in ts generation 
{The Ojibway Conquer, an ep poet by the Rie Lake Toa, 
George Copay, Vat Copway, though setcely generation te 
hove tram svagery, sould bean authori eactable enough, 
bot that he sould proces work wih a uch batty of nara 
nd grace of shle a0 ths sory of the WenrdPgo, Megs, and 
Moslo—and sll be unknown is 8 retection pon Canaan 
His nashp withthe pot Langeow i tthe Tew interesting 
Incden in scarce, fa addon to those whose vere Tepe 
tented ber, many aherscontibuted fgtve poms othe Cobourg 
Sor and oder newspapers, and to the'vaits lear pesioicas 
athe dy. Inlodad tong dem ave many of ett posed any 
‘tony or wit nial ony. Te amount of "era" mate 
Ihe poriodcals of that ped is indoative ofthe geteral standart 
ot rdadec tse thong ic equally apparent that to rested 
‘Stucalon, subcribers to newspaper snd mapas comprised but 
‘Saul proportion of te popladon. Like the government ofthe 
‘ay, th enjoyment of Terary and cultural excllence was pee 
‘ehinandy erect, not democrat, bute formed 9 sod Wass 
for general educaon and inallochal advancement 

















1, rtbuntex PREston Rune. (1806-1898) 

Frederick Rubidge was born in London, England, on March 10, 
1806, one of five sons of Robert and Eleanor Rubidge and a half. 
brother of Caplan Charles Rubidge, second setter in Otonabor 
"Township, 1620. He came to Canada about 1825 with two younger 
brothers and staied surveying, probably under Major’ Samuel 
Wilmot, a prominest surveyor inthe district. In 1831 he received 

oy 


tis cent, ating fit in Peterborough bot few months ater 
in Cobourg, here he was ative ao feature and amateor 
Arammen e's sppurct om the colans of te Cobourg Str in 
thoyean [631-1823 Ara rst othe succones of The Gentemen 
ow of ote ilar acon pod ly 
Fetcborough In 1866 he married. ane Boswell o Coburg. 
‘Among Be Emportnt sures in which be paripted te 
fat forthe Cobourg Rail Road Company, 1835) and several 
fated 10 orth townships and the Tweat Canal. His vens 
ingly pated ser that of Pope and other eighteen sentry 
pose vi bu ile of te Rowsatieinfenc ad mich of 
Eis catalan Rcfom: In sae ie he fended in tava 
od Monte and is In 1898 atthe ag of nity wo 








[Cobourg Str, November 22, 1831) 


No ne. eat ny ed ee 
ime pas, when Ye hae watt Wi, 
‘Sto cath he ths sag est bow tbe ery ox 
"Toone svat nd, nest te pop 


er ee nf spin somethin wl gisen, 
‘yea gown il tml, Sa a to pla 

Sheth foray kniting, yee seo OM! tet! 
ray Ne st ae, mle in 


th om i 
Sb) want her he spp, nd>e! se comes 
(athe hae ds‘ miter se 


Sink down by the paddock whereof e tad 
“Toca mes now—Oh, ens tak in 

Wan, then, tomorow mo il be mar 
‘sleet pour teagan ade! eat 





[Cobourg Star September 6, 1837) 
‘Seam of the widens at whose far source 


{The fesse wolf appt or avalos spl 
‘Taro age Pll ty igneble couse, 


sce he tah ant colton of it ons la pe Ha the Taro 
re tihng y Fawn Co ca 





Bat ow to Bow wit corn, twine, a ol. 
‘Tm as, dak sve, hea thy creat bore 
‘Nene ser burt than the al canes 
(Semen the wid deer, sorting frm te shoe, 
Beep puns hn whee the oating es se 
Took amt the Enpoes tron yon eee aa 
‘Taskag Calta steams, be lke oa hae 
‘The Emigrant clo follow fms tain, 

‘An other ots ni ree hy bank pie 
‘Toe sway the Indian Neries ow rein 

‘And roar Englands Tne opon By mage reine 


“rue DROWNED EMIGRANT! 
[Cobourg Sar, November 14, 1822) 


(0m the snd ofthe shore, a outed core, 
ie ly where te waver bad tisorn Na 
[No wa ofthe widow lamented bi am 
"No find od by to oa i, 


‘Yet wat he unkaown? Ab no for Bi way 
aa ben one wd coure of ert, 
‘And ons ie wet we tment he ys 


He ts —for te ie hs wey polona, 
Trout nied hance wat 6 dager: 

‘Me was cs te fost the fue had wren’ 
"Ae tho bea were that ma’ evenge 


‘Wy i's te Auantosbak his rey? 
Wy wander he tert push — 

"to yn inthe jement which Sata hi oma, 
"A warning forint cht 


dade ni tn 
tras em 
a re nh 
ang be Tacme 
eines Care 
ROSTER ETS om ore 
Ete att of thn pcm James Deny, n fh eal fom Ques 
See bsiey = cae ea ead eerie 
‘Soren hie chp-war trig ow faa he ink, They ‘ete rowed, ud he 
ee Secs 
S:Sadmi ‘ants nove senaane cacenas 


2. Thontas Cane (1780-1860) 


‘Thomas Car, who was both in Scotland and spent en years ot 
sis yout inthe Wes Tne, eaiprated to Upper Canada with is 
‘brother Andee in 1819. They were among theft stles ithe 
{ollowing year inthe Towastip of Otonae, where they were the 
‘rgialonmers of the entire ste ofthe village of Keen, on Indian 
‘River Soon afterwards Andrew Carr was Ello by a fling tee 
District eounelo, postmaster, oad commissioner, aod joie of 
the peace, Thomas Care vas alvays aman of prominence in Otons- 
tee, When the Cobourg Star was eablshed in 1631 be Deeame 
‘mong the earls contibtor of ieary material to columns 
In bis Iatfor years he became melancholy and depressed, and is 
<eath by suede on November 1, 1860, clos paraled that of @ 
frend, whose death had inpted an elegy tity years ear. 
ike many another worthy, he was buried om hs owa Tand, andthe 
present owner ofthe property sil points out, between the hoe 
End the bam, the erave ofthe founder of the village of Keene. 








(On the deith of favorite cat, who spent along sad apparel happy 
‘Me in the faithful discharge of her bumble but wel duties, 
{Cobourg Sta, September 7, 1836] 


ove Puss has pal peat Nate's debe— 
‘A dat weal on pay 

Homer we morals told fet, 
“as fat our ie deny. 


‘Whi wiry Nass were howng round, 
“Aoi dking alte a, 

oie anow's exp mane dee’ the ground, 
Poor Pst we it Se 


Hee mises ere and grate, 
Sought faetne home, 

‘And Pas tandone, pn te 
In ite to roan 


‘The mice had soup hi dark rete, 
No tue! nti round, 

“The bia winged thei tat Might, 
‘And mide climate found. 

Deep wandvng through the pales waste, 
"Sw ered form 

1 ano srg 
"And hid he from the Slo. 





Debared of apech er thought el, 
‘he, ping, sowed ee ls 
"Cold warmer thai expres, 


‘Winters tne seven he aod thr so, 
"Ye sb shared mye 
‘erty ping knave he foe, 


A toner fe Pus ould not rave: 
‘Tut ende the coward an te beave, 
And ys the tae low 


Faron my humble, fia fed 
“Ty fate seo noe mostra, 

My yer ke thing, mos ave a8 end, 
“iy frame to dit vom. 


et at who saad any ares rs 
all pent ra hy in 

suck ful serice merits pa 
"rom ev) tefl min, 





By 2 setter in Otonabos Township, probaly Thomas Carr 


{Cobourg Stat, December 27,1831) 


Ie sce instr tomy ber, 


111 cot ae the Honay bro 
‘na sandy ow 

(or eh win in ee powden 
rie 





‘Tat he ree il grow: 


‘An eae the tes Sip a ig 
ae fae the unt fe 


ET coud seo te ig i 
“hint core te dey core 
nt ey 


1 oe the iy eprcad 
Ter we tomers ore thee 

(or te eater st the mn 
‘And bei thee 


111 go se he a tk yard 
Shas ee by 
‘And hi ta 10 yy 





The ch {ik th ore 
Noe fet raret ay hes cone! 
My ative land for tee 


2 Carta Gronoe Anunowt Hint 


‘eaTrEe OF WATERLOO? 


[cobourg Sta, June 19,1839] 


‘Wis morning rings 4 fev (ors tiple shore, 

‘Toe mumiy of war sun the nag eka Far 

‘es merry bel pel rail. gy seats met the vow, 

Wis ber day of top on he pos of Waters 

Around her yout Queen ate ne he hih-torn of the and, 

‘Wie’ tee, in gorgeous ware gar, dred chefs stand, 

[And be the vor he. there and start dow few 

‘sep can coun in tat prod tog. who Toupt at Wate 

Where ae the et? Where shuld they be, bt where al hte mi ie 

or Time sleet the sor, ad thts what ped ye 

"sph nod snd cea: an bis ep, though oa dew 

[Efataell seade spn, and lead on Watton, 

“Twas tthe weak, in ator arm, that ritsinconqered then, 

Bot the ower of Frances chiar. elie od fll me: 

‘Thea Hone tothe vcore, snd ta the vangubed toe 

For gulamly they rapid onthe paoe st Water! 
ae re fe tk fr ply By Roberton Dv of Pee 








\"apin Hi, who had served with Wellagion at Weco, wrote te vee 
eg pe sl ple ad at Sota pel non os 


‘Merete be wil sgn be ugha il Pion fl 
“The shout the charge, tbe cesog shock, wl many wie renew 


(bt in tat tou of pat pride, of mse and of wns, 
‘at ne there be ome geneous he fol sls wrong? 
‘One fon of honesty aod wt to ring that wong to Ven 


Before hoe eyes bud sen the Hak, VICTORIA, Quee of Is, 
‘And liter, wen a foe appeared, t wath shat con they 

‘Rb gem of Canada's Kept by en of Wateio! 

(0. speak the word they ook t tee chee thei’ eo ve, 
Postean nnd spe hive coed dove io il ode wr they 
(©, pea, and It them ave again the boon which away they thew 
‘Redraw be thy ory than wae te a Waterloo! 

“The pur wreath the coneurer Sot espe with uty een, 
‘The iidow' sre, th opens ey 0 with hr same to bese 

‘And lover newest, on pneous 2c do, 





4. Dr. ates Hastass (1805-1846) 


Born in Dublin in 1805 and a graduate of Trinity College, Dr 
Haskins emigrated to Upper Canada in 1834. He engaged in his 
profession fist in Bellville, then at River Treat or Trent Port 
(later Trenton), and subsequently in the Township of Loughbo 

‘ough, where hi young wile died in childbirth. He removed to 
Frankford onthe west bank ofthe Tren, where he lived a solitary 
and melancholy life until his death in 1846, Tn a poem “To the 
Memory of Dr. Haskins", Mrs. Susanna Moodie ‘eulogized the 





“Neglected son of Genius! thou hast passed— 
In broken-hearted loneliness.” 


‘Dep and ros nd Biht and res 
tno bon Be had forthe. 


‘trom The Pot Works of Jones Healing, AB, MB. anor, 1848) 


Song. unfetred, tld and dee, 
tein jst tye 

Rosie wih sete swt, 
Pour along inspite 





‘Bie hy bat with ils he 
‘tot oy ees wth gh 
it wei o era ay 


‘Gree thy banks wth buding gover 
Bordcag the meats 

‘sy tore the eer oe 
‘Sorte tantak igh in i, 


‘Grcting many oly pines 
‘Git cat tee fra apy 
ses whone aly lat hie 


Hangs the miahy maple oe 
Heat Ther ce toa 
“ris the aps thundering sound, 


Bol she fuming tres trough 
Rooke tan woud chek tei a 
(Calm, parwves bis pilgrimage. 


CClmiy, trough the fort ade, 
"View hs poset caren pe: 

‘Solna no ough dep ning shade, 
‘Dark, yt tang is te 


‘Onward nt the goa is ios 
“Give lee? thy fr 1 view 
‘One brie tet of Hounds Was, 


"ae thy caret ng and dep, 
onward ieee 
May my at propre ep 


Heavaward tt pce tome, 
a'tho word where te he Bets 
Pas the eke he ap foam, 
“Thon ma epeshoe id et 


5, Susanna Mooo 


Ilr, Moodie's Canadion poems are scatered trough Ber prose 
works] 


Desk, ring ouning sve! 
‘ive he slam some 
‘That aes ty shores ound, 
‘And hoary mura eve 
‘Arty waters onan ound, 
e's rsh nbidled Sod 
jing may ons couse, 
‘Tht shakes wi Uondeing force 
"The vale an ring esd. 
‘So thy billows dowaward see, 
‘hor rok aor ee at 8a 
‘Thrace impetus Way: 
Now in oer aires Seep. 
‘Now ia vapid white th sry. 





ov thes, Joey net 
“ry bob, resss rar, 
‘Thy cedure sre, 
“he fork les that sever 
‘The waves that found them pour, 
‘uthowanosk bate i Hoh, 
‘at thy stents moo the tate 
By hy ety pineees mae, 
"Tf eat loam ie sgh, 
ee days tt Bris fae 
‘Tay salary vice 
“tel Zt ang 
The once sal ce 
‘tye tots where er FOE. 


Rand non hy mane 
‘Tot il nd the in ebia 





1s dined ye to she 
Forme the lake blow: 
‘Rod any back hall ide 
Securely ty bret 
"Po wat arom th main, 
Rich sores of goien rain 
roo the aly othe Wt 


‘By te purple ze tat es 
“Gate tan rocky eit, 
By the op ble of the ss 
By ts amok amber Beat 
“Thoage toe fre rebes eaming, 
‘Whee Natre om er throne st dreaming 
‘dnl Ge ain a ere pouring 
-Teowah the cose soe white, 
‘Wines Totel heal res wy 
"Bre te Recrowe'd rat mete 


‘This ery Intan Summer doy 
We love, bt fy notin heaps 
ot summers fri adn, 


cane hn) 

Hovering soy round dey, 

‘ike sean tht sng he om se story, 
‘Erste Sota ea sn. 








6, Comanove Tras, 


ere ae some veri writen atthe thoughts oceurted to me on the 
river ofthe Emigrants. These howsaold raves became the mor intr= 
‘tag to me on Iaring that, when farm is disposed oft a strange, 
the ght of burying tel dead i generalyspuated for by the former 
powesor CPT. 


“They sleep aot where thie fatbers ee, 
ite village church oun 
‘They tt oot "aah eed al 

Tt shades that aly ou 





[Nor where the smn ors peal 
“Troghthe dm sls sf evening howe, 
‘Or swat amoag the wes 





[Nor were the uti ver aren, 
‘Baa Bowers ae Boom fa, 

Upon he pater of ancent| 
"whose silent not tere: 


[Nor whee the sound of waning Bll 
Fost mearfaly om hah 





‘Ad tthe tle of hin woe 
‘Tat all who lve mat ie 


Wee, then, ny ret tow Rady sons 
‘We ie tir natine shore 
‘To seks owe in dua a, 





“Tie dung shadows taro 


“The wid bind pours or matin sone 
hove thar lonely grave: 
‘And far bay in te sy ght 
ead the oie of wave 








"Te fey lights He ie spark 
To cher the lesy hom 
‘Like Hope's lest ay that de te igh 


‘here mossown stone or se cross 


‘em, 
‘Tere, deep nin te frst hae, 
“ihe Too ee sep 


17. Ruooa Axe Pan (1826-1863) 


‘Thomas Page! of Cobourg and his to literary daughters, liza- 
beth Agnes and Rhoda Anne, are among numerous cultured people 
‘of the ald Newcastle District whose iterary achievements were 
Sppreciated in their own day, and fora generation afterwards, but 
have since been neglected. Rhode Anne's carly potical works were 
published inher iftime ina smal rare booklet etied Wild Notes 
Irom the Back Woods (Cobourg, 1850), and by wide search in 
‘contemporary periodicals the Editor has foeated about a dozen of 
her subsequent poems. She fist resided at “The Pines," afew miles 
northeast of Cobourg, but upoa her marsiage to Wiliam B, Falkner 
the removed tothe vicinity of Rice Lake, The vicissitudes of family 

"home Page wi a ofthe Nene Farin he te dpe ode. 


Iie rested her subvequent teary work, She dis on December 
71868, and he grave in the ral butbeaifal Church of Eag- 
{End comer at Gore's Landing’ Many of her works have asad 
{nd isancoly tne, forse was often depend y thea of 
ite and te sadness of Ines and death. St John Macdonald was 
ipresed by her putsaicsong, "St Georges Flag." and requested 
1 lop a 2 bat be "Ves fom the Woods ad eer nee 
oes have perhaps a lrg share of tue poety in thei come 
poston 


(Toronto Brsh Colonist, November 18,1850) 


‘We tak flees things, and erestres dmb, 
(OF socks and sons ad voles Rows nd Hees 
ome there seems sranzesloguene to come 

oom every one of thes 


One ene I wandered in he aut wood 

‘The iit ves roe nthe sommer a, 

‘Whom hing rough the fore ate 
‘Wear is sints 


“The al oak essed his branes 1 the hy, 

[ory 20d proud aly ante aang 

"The po tains Soaps tose ich 
‘Hin Ure im memory lone 


4 god ig be ee ut a ee 

Brooped grestly a mceing wlow te: 

‘har epate of regs ta might and maaboo's pie, 
This of Hay 


For its seen tranches bat thea the sd, 

‘Rnd fy Eine the lowly dy fc, 

‘Arte humble workman of Goa 
‘Were worthy an embrace, 


“The tombling aspen quvere in the bet, 

‘Worering Ls weakness fn tempeions breath, 

‘Botte tl sclmin cypress re by thes, 
‘Kad prsched toaten Fi 


1A ner and se fos ot, Arch Lampan (1861-1099), nt 
ecnere wh tet ie wre be sft tren yea of Poh 
Coe aber sora 000 fed fn 1S The sexe was ald 
‘Tuys Tavern Dat Tidy boing "h very reapseble Seach” 


‘And the dar, sullen, rombre Hemlock thee, 

‘tod dal and eerie as despondeny. 

Bors onet bir nut owaing ech fad fay 
HHA by the gloomy tee 


‘And round is upped ek er banches twine, 
‘Arsh with scot lene, and bude aod Hower, 
Seat as the gente nord and accent ind, 

“The bogben ees ark hous 


(Ob! many a vole from the segue d wood 

In ae lig ci of al ins 

May wher tthe sol Stegall 
Woe tat somes fom Heaven, 


[Cobourg Sar, June 13,1855] 


‘A crown! coma! to grice the stde's Ques 
"heros of dwg sae from 0 bts 
ier, ae ara hw 
‘And thre & ple po with embing ts 
ut nr the plowing ray shun these 
‘est ego ps abd wan thesis, 
‘And shen ato dann nth dese, 
‘Af ns tat do ova oa 
i ter tora hor resol Nea fale, 
"And roa bere an Empress sou be crows, 
‘And Sil br ster Sowers at cst igh 
Sod td them ee ber and bom Be round — 
‘25 Remy tn tose more their Goddess Guten varound! 








tlle ip et ad ante 
cule iy fied 











‘And fn thy gin leat ese weary fo, 
ApoB ot check on hy ost's sow, 
‘And espe in verre thy pee comes eo. 


Moonlit op the frosen Lake! how radiant ses 
‘An tbe sary suing fewer taste cain of 
‘Hinge upon sac far iets ow la irae ines 


Ho sly Hs he seping aks, how al the get ver, 
[As though sme zap had lid thee vert Tes fr ever 
‘armas aro the ous nak wi. ayer ery fale eo 
Yer tatoo ripple ste thy breast. oh pool Oronabes 





‘While we now the prioa'd water are heaving yet below, 
[ie the cid calm bok he strong indy to ip and brow impart, 
‘Wie sneer tre He casero, having atte Sete 


Ligh, but no warmth. dancing gleam al i cold Beneath, 
ike ite sweet me ta oks ts Yet Upon the face of death 
‘ie et the dead ip mers no math of easy a of oom, 
‘We sass can lok on Ie and ink of Saket andthe tomb. 





ow ui nt Moo eH he ny sn 
‘Bowalosting tothe wavelet Ike, sp.sains tothe ky 

‘Stombrioe tenet ber baly beam Ie hen ht ret, 
‘Siac by a mothers loving eyes upon hat mothers test 


Avake, anak, ob deping Laks, atthe wld windapsts cl 
‘an thy sommers pyouseese, shake Of the Fret Sl tall, 

Tor tack to wood, and ream, 28k lad sping retr oace moe, 
‘Kn thy ory maar sal bes apa im man onthe soe, 


Hom many shane ft thou sea, snc is the saben’ sie, 
Heragh te dr tlang oret ieee, gane'd ows ou wave tie 
Ere yet pon hy sunny banks & moral ftp tod, 
‘Or any of had lsd on the, eee he eye of od 


“The dusy bes th knew thee ft Rave vai fom the cee, 
‘Ra Surely ft wreck eb to el ot what hath bes 

{}G alliage, and chance, nod eae see fal Ike and ever, 
1Apre and Bight sad beni and Sado eer 


Mon in an ste: i oman en 
‘Mayers memory pane ikea dren of Yosterda, 
‘Butt dor opis of Hie abe tat God Riml ath plana 
‘Tit earth nad heaven pss avay,unchiogsale sal sad 





i andthe renaing te pe ae rept fon WM Notes ram the 


st, ofonoe's Fu 


St George for mery Engl bo! up wih he penaon eve 
Wate steumed or many a coger land, Ser many staat wave, 
Up nat the rod com banner slau taht te 

“Theos ag tat eer fe Scam out 0 fi std om, 


eos er pro Acr' owes in dys long pase away, 
‘Whco ion Richard id i hw tthe ow ton fo pay 
‘And sil the Crosent pale waned bere the allowed en 
‘Tht ow in tsumph oer hy eli ob scred Pale 


Ik chered OM England's salwar sons tho? Crys bad won fy, 
I waved oer sal Henry’ end ca Agacousts proud sy 

‘Tae sly breath nay Spi cmon crow a fen, 

‘And wlan boss hve orb ion through nay baring and 





‘Bt oooe et tears Enola name, more ails or mare ves 
‘Nooe tit hut lo more dan Dears wo ste the sige 
‘Nave tat hath Sow more poaly oer the cman Sel of fake 





Lp with the have ol banser ten! the pees apd the bo, 
‘Tho bent wl ly oud’ ye so he dae of Si 
‘Rod stom every Pash ip he thing ey shal e 
‘Seiceorge for ery Hapa, ho! God a ot ov country 


[Nay eve the old man 0 it 
‘They tae food aloweon'a per shor, 
‘And earths Joyies ad eld, and. in, 
ih ot ty od ah or 








call hi not back t eh 
‘Thre re spit wes that bd him come, 
‘Wont 'ye Atay the wanderer fom ie hms? 
Would je woo the bad toh cae agua? 
‘aul e ret the feed saves en cha? 


‘Lay hi down, ly hen down t sep 
Dake the oll rave moe deep ad wie. 
‘Where long have somber hse ad Bi, 
‘ne inher youl matron hes 
(te i ls joyous inaney, 

‘ae the pave ile and ep 


“ol aot the passing bal 
Moura forthe dena hive psi Gm et 
In mantod’ ey or bvbont mirth 
‘Thea! man tat dank trom Liles op of wos, 
‘And siti wou and hd 

‘id hing are 


Tog ot ig hat Nau and Hah made, 
‘Tocaree ve ors et dpsed, 





‘Alte, uno the Suns or At’ ct, 
“ine anthem of the wosdand choir 
‘om hte fs Sa tr eat 





“The wowing rishow sans teat march 
‘Kiar the sky when raindrops pte so, 
‘One Ses tre gorgrous es in Hewes ache 


$e ie and Tees had athe te opt, 
‘Seve, ee an the, one that om some lone helt 
‘Sl beved their este, 


‘And et the window cept he bony frst, 
‘Win any a ape fra ad carious ai, 
tn varied ne hat qurinly let and ened 
Tn tracey romantic. 


‘Hare, owed s wreath of pure pale flower, 
"ashlee faded heck of ane 

‘Thee rest pinsces and ote tower, 
“Fea td with bath 


Ande ae ed 
‘The fase en’ bot hue bay Seok 
ad voice supe et 


hat changes sl es green oe sts Bue 
"Wah every Season, ttn, plage, 
‘Sysop doing very emt 
"To meicame each ae comer 


“he pete mooabeum Kine the very pane 
im a mow serie anf chats ces, 
As iit in 2 fons would chi, 





od ge ea ge ay 
‘And lingered there, ike fabostoe 3 lay 
‘Wit mann pony. 


(On beni i was to watch them thers 
"Tose ated forma so pracllly asta, 
‘The handivory ao delete fae 
‘OF Neu fogs pase, 


‘And as 1 guid, thought sich sights were given 
Not to ue gst mnt tse say 
Promng pre thous a bay 


“There's not thing tat Natur’ hand ath made, 
‘lorever simple be he outward seeming 
“o et oe eal phe 


8 Kah gee sah bowk (Gonok Conway, 1818-1863) 


George Copsray was bor in the autumn of 1818 near the mouth 
‘of the Trent. His father belonged tothe Crane, and his mother to 
the Faple tbe, His peat-grandtather is said to have been the fest 
‘Chippewa to sete in the Rice Lake district, Tong the testory of 
the Huron His father was an hereditary chief and medicine man, 
land Known as an excellent hunter. A’ Wesleyan missionary, the 





said to ave travelled 185 miles on foot within two days to obtain 
{ood for starving companions. 

"Tn 1839 he was back atthe Indian Village (Hiawatha), on Rice 
Lake, In 1840 he marsed Elizabeth Howel, daughter of an Eng- 
lish offcer in Toronto; and she and her sister suffered many hard 
ships when they accompanied him into the Tadian terior west 
‘of Lake Superior. A son was born in 1842. Cops’ subsequently 
Tectared in England and Scodland, and in 1850 attended the Peace 
‘Congres in Frankfurt, Germany. In addition to the remarkable 
poctical work, The Ojibway Conquest, reprinted herewith, the 





Michigan Historical Commission tists Pamahduk kene-bood 
(Life and Death) s published in Indian verse with translation, ia 
[New York, December 24, 1850. His prose works, partly autobio- 
{raphical, are rambling and at times incaereat. In appearance he 
‘was tall, handsome, and muscular, and he had fine manners. He 
‘ied nese Ponti, Michigan, in 1863. His Tadian name, Kak-ge- 
‘g-gah-bowb, means “He who stands forever.” 

“The friendship between Henry Wadsworth Longfellow and 
George Copway, occurring as it docs near the time of publication 
of The Ojibway Conguest, suggests that Longfellow may well have 
Sided him in its composition, of at east polished the manuscript 
before t went to pres: The references to Copway are found in Vol- 
‘ume TL, pp. 135 e seg, of Samuel Lonsellow’s Life of Longellow 
(Boston, 1886), though there is no listing in the index. In is 
Journal for February 26, 1849, Longfellow wrote; "Kab-ge-ga- 
Jpuh-bowh, an Ojbway preacher and poct, came to see us. The 
Indian is & good looking young man. He let me a book of his, an 
‘utobiogsaphy.” Elsewhere he eles to him a8 an Ojibway Chiet, 
find. on Apel 12 he attended one of Copway's lectures —"A 
rambling talk, gracefully delivered, witha fine various voce, and 
‘chi costume with Title bells jangling upon it, like the bells 
fnd pomegranates of the Jewish priests” Two days later he at- 
tendsd a second: "He described very graphically the wild eagles 
teaching their young to fy from a nest overhanging a prospice on 
the Pictured Rocks of Lake Superior.” On June 13, 1850, Long- 
fellow’s journal sajs that Copway came to tea, Other references 
thereafter are in a letter to Ferdinand Freligrath, a German poet 
whom Copway Visited While attending the peace conference in 
‘Germany, Inthe letter, dated July 16, 1851, Longfellow wrote: 


copay seennd wih very and ane. jcions scents f jot se 
sasebl in owing clog the ier night at Cologne™ ut the 
fron hoks Jou tne me Behar sot yet tered I have writen tN 
[cy stout ant tey ave nt focbooming Ts rae sch 8 ware 
‘hott wl fen Bi 


Copway isa good story-ele, and The Ojibway Conquest bears 
much resemblance to Arnold's Solrab and Rustum. Following the 
fashion of his day, and no doubt his own inclination, fe draws the 
‘characters of his epic poem in the “noble savage” tradition. If there 
fre defects in his work thee are also many beauties, and i fiting 
that belated justice should be done to thie Rice Lake Tadian by 
‘esusecing Bis poetry and bringing The Ojibway Conquest: a Tale 





ofthe Northwest tothe attention of his fellow-Canadians a century 
Inter. 
Copway dedicated the poem to his wife 





ESL SS 
‘Ani ike, tt stam, tod moan wh, Tod 
fee eer 
fica o eee 
Rena perce speaien 
beret 
Pere aa 
LoS S 





Of all the numerous and populous tribes of Indians found inhabiting 
the northern part ofthis continent tthe tine of i dsovey, te Sook 
land Ojbways alone eetsin anything like thir eign characte. 

‘OF these t90 tides or mations the Obways inhabit principals the 
‘mountainous county about Lake Soperor,exteoding sooth tothe pains 
of Minos or Wisconsin, and an the west bordering on tht of the 
Sioux, between whom and they have had a Bloody ware [se The 
“Missi valley now forms # common boundary, with the exception 
‘ofthe upper or the ead of he grt iver. 

iis a well-knoven fact, known by all ho have travelled mong them 
‘or who are conversant with tee past histor, and, as tadonswans- 
‘tet the present races inate, that all the county Ing South and 
test ofthe bead of Lake Superior oace belonged to the Sioux. By = 
Constant warfare carried on for 8 gret many Yeas, and sascsion of 
Insfortunes and deft, the ious were at length compelled to absnon 
{o thelr more fortunate ensmics all of thee possesins east of the Mis- 
‘Sip er, and even a not inconsigrabe portion on the west of fe 
‘more northern sources. Traskon says that the Tas decisve bate was 
fought nea the hands of the south-west end of the Superior, Kaow 
tte ‘poste Island’, ona point where La Polat sow stand. It 08 
this circumstance that the flowing tle i founded. 

"This sien ina form which may be interesting 1 some who other- 
swine might at be interested in the nation whose ever Kind itercouse 








wit the pale faces has ever been apparent. None wh have Une any 
Teng of time among us ould but have observed the anaes of relating 
etoicalaarations of by-pone dys to the cle, asthe Oflwas do. 
‘am very gla to tink that ostce hasbeen done to them by many 
writers in ther tals, and the peculiar romance which belong to them. 
"A residence of Teba-koo-newnanese-ach, in the emote Nes, og 
‘ated the tale which snow presented to the pablc. 
KAH-GE-GA-GAH-BOWH, 
Ojibway Nation 


[Now York, April25, 1850, 
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FOREWORD 


“I did not realize that the old grave that 
stood among the brambles at the foot of 
cour farm was history.” 

STEPHEN Leacock 


LL Too MANY of us, as Stephen Leacock has so well expressed 

it, are unaware of the great wealth of history that lies in the 
records of our past. As one decade and generation succeeds another, 
the gap between us and our forebears widens and the opportunity 
for collecting and preserving these records greatly diminishes. 

It is very heartening to see the growing interest in our history 
that is being shown by the people and various communities of our 
young country. We are now developing a sense of history. An 
increasing number of our people are being made deeply conscious 
of the absorbing history of this Province and Nation. Steps have 
also been taken to expand the facilities available in our public 
archives. It is, however, true that many of these records exist only 
in manuscript form and are not readily accessible to the people. 
Many old records in private homes and in business offices are being 
inadvertently destroyed or lost. 

It seemed proper, therefore, that the Government of Ontario 
should undertake to preserve in printed form, available to the 
interested public and to historians, a representative selection of the 
more interesting and significant’ records of the past, covering 
particularly those regions and periods in which historical research 
has not yet been extensive. To facilitate this, the Champlain Society 
was invited to undertake the preparation and publication of a series 
‘of documentary volumes on the early history of Ontario. 

For over haf a century, the Champlain Society has been engaged 
in publishing volumes of documents in the broader fields of Cana- 
dian history, and it has earned for itself an international reputation. 
It, therefore, is especially well qualified to undertake the prepai 
tion of this Series, toward which the Government of Ontario will 
contribute the cost of publication and editorial expenses. There 
will be no diminution in the regular work of the Champlain Society. 
What is gained is an entirely new Ontario-assisted series which we 
‘would not otherwise have. 
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It is not intended that these volumes should deal with inter- 
pretive phases of history; rather they will represent a collection of 
basic historical facts, documentary in nature. It is hoped that in- 
teresting and important documents and records, including those 
pertaining to what is now Ontario during the French régime, will 
be available from within the Province itself. No doubt similar 
records are in existence in our sister Province of Quebec and over- 
seas. If so, they can be copied and made available in these 
documentary volumes. From them historians and others may reach 
their own individual interpretations and draw their own con- 
clusions. 

Separate volumes are in the course of preparation on several 
geographic regions. Since in most cases, the early history of a 
Tocality tended to develop in its own way in accordance with the 
special conditions facing the pioneer families, the series, in the 
main, will cover the years from the early part of the seventeenth 
century into the days of settlement. But it is not bound by fixed 
dates, as in some areas the work of exploration and pioneer 
development began later than in others. Thus the development of 
some parts of the Province goes back well into the French régime, 
while in others itis not significant until the nineteenth century. 

The first volume, The Valley of the Trent, is edited by Mr. 
Edwin C. Guillet, who is well known for his books on the pioneer 
history of Ontario. Mr. Guillet has an intimate knowledge of the 
Trent Valley, and through his associations and experience has been 
able to secure for his volume many valuable documents and 
illustrations. 

In addition to Mr. Guille’s work, volumes on Fort Frontenac 
under the French régime, on Kingston from the English Conquest 
to the War of 1812, and on the Windsor area in the seventeenth and 
eighteenth centuries are all well under way and will appear in due 
course. 

Under the general guidance of the officers of the Champlain 
Society, the editor of each volume is responsible for the selection 
of material. In each case, he will provide an introduction for the 
purpose of placing the documents in their proper perspective and 
assisting the reader to understand their significance, Any opinions 
expressed in these volumes are, of course, those of the editors. 
‘The reader of this Ontario-assisted series will not find in them a 
history of the conventional sort, but rather a collection of primary 
sources, Nevertheless, they should prove extremely valuable as a 
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source of information and make for interesting reading in them- 
selves. 

‘The volumes of this “Ontario Series” in the Champlain Society 
format will be available to its individual members and also to 
students and the public through the university and public libraries 
holding memberships. In addition, arrangements have been made 
with the Ontario Historical Society for the distribution of a special 
issue. It is therefore hoped that each volume will be easily accessible 
to the public either through the libraries or private subscription. In 
the carrying out of this project, the co-operation of the Champlain 
Society is gratefully acknowledged. 





Leste M. Frost 
Prime Minister of Ontario 
January 1, 1957 


PREFACE 


E PREPARATION of an historical work, however much it may 

be a labour of love, is always to a large degree a co-operative 
effort; and it is usually true that the contributions of others add 
comprehensiveness and richness of detail, particularly when the 
volume concerns local history, I am indebted primarily to the 
Honourable Leslie Frost, Prime Minister of Ontario, and to the 
Champlain Society, joint sponsors of the series of which this is the 
initial volume. Dr. W. Kaye Lamb, Dominion Archivist and Presi- 
dent of the Champlain Society, has taken a personal interest in the 
volume in both capacities; and both he and the Society's General 
Editor, Professor J. B. Conacher, have improved its content by 
critical comment and suggestion. Dr. George Spragge, Ontario Pro- 
vincial Archivist, and Mr. D. F. McOuat, his capable and co- 
operative assistant," have not only made available many documents 
which might otherwise have been missed, but have shortened the 
process of assembling these by providing facilities for photostating 
and typing. 

Many other sources have supplemented these two large archival 
collections. With the assistance of my wife it was possible to locate 
and transcribe a number of rare items relative to the Trent region 
in the Library of the British Museum, the Cambridge University 
Library, and the Mitchell Collection in Glasgow. A good deal of 
general research has been done in the Canadian collections of the 
Toronto Public Library, the Legislative Library of Ontario, the 
University of Toronto Library, and the Library of Parliament in 
Ottawa, To the librarians and their staffs in these libraries my 
thanks are extended. 

T should like to acknowledge the assistance of Mr. R. M. Lewis 
of the Ontario Department of Planning and Development, who is 
responsible for the excellent index of documents in the Ontario 
Parliament Buildings and related offices which made possible the 
location of items in various collections. The staff of the Surveys 
and Maps Division in the East Block gave me valuable assistance 
in making these available. 

Mr. William Graff, Librarian of North York Township, who was 


'Mr, McOuat is now Secretary of the Archaeological and Historie Sites Boant 
of Oataro, 
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Librarian in Peterborough when research for this volume began, 
extended many courtesies when I consulted the invaluable Peter 
Robinson Collection of documents in that Library. 

Not only co-operation but inspiration has come over a period of 
many years from Mr. George M. Douglas, of “Northcote”, near 
Lakefield, to whom this volume is dedicated. His antiquarian inter- 
ests and his photography render his contribution to this volume 
pre-eminent. Similarly outstanding has been the assistance of Mrs. 
Helen Fowlds Marryat of Hastings, long prominent in the historical 
field in Peterborough County, who has been enthusiastic and un- 
tiring in her contributions to the volume. She generously gives credit 
to many others along the Trent River, as follows: Mrs. George 
McCubbin, Warkworth; Lieutenant-Colonel F. E. Birdsall and Mrs. 
Gilbert Elmhurst, Birdsall; Miss Louisa V. Fowlds, Toronto; Miss 
Ivy Eggleton, Belleville; Miss Lilian Benor and Mr. C. W. Rey- 
craft, Campbellford; Mr. C. S. Chard, Stirling; Mr. Perey Lancas- 
ter, Havelock; Mr. James Humphries, ex-Warden of Peterborough 
County; Miss M. E. Blacklock, Meadowvale; and Mrs. William 
Brooks and Messrs. Howard Fairman, Raymond McGuire, J. L. 
Doherty, and William Armstrong, all of Hastings. 

One of the greatest contributors to the illustrations reproduced 
in this volume is Miss Phyllis Denne of Bridgenorth, who greatly 
enriched the book by making available a large number of historical 
negatives assembled many years ago by her father, the late T. H. G. 
Denne.’ The Trustees of the National Maritime Museum, Green- 
wich, England, have permitted the reproduction of two paintings 
of sailing-ships contemporary with those used to transport the Peter 
Robinson emigrants across the Atlantic. Mr. Alen McCombie, 
Toronto, made available one of his paintings of Cameron Lake, 
and the Sigmund Samuel Canadiana Gallery, Toronto, a water- 
colour of Cramahe (Colborne) by James Pattison Cockburn. Miss 
Sheila Boyd, Bobcaygeon, grand-daughter of Mossom Boyd, who 
‘was long one of the best known lumbermen and industrialists of 
the Trent Valley, provided some early water-colours of that village. 
Ttems from both the writings of the Langtons and the sketches of 
‘Anne Langton are reproduced by courtesy of the Langton family, 
of the Fenelon Falls Public Library, and of the Macmillan Com- 
pany of Canada and Clarke, Irwin & Company, the publishers re- 
spectively of the journals and letters of John Langton and his sister. 
Miss Florence Atwood, Lakefield, provided portraits of her grand- 
father and grandmother, Thomas and Catharine Traill, the former 

'See Introdeton, pp vt en Wi 
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not previously reproduced; and Mrs. Robert Scully, Toronto, made 
available a rare portrait of her grandmother, the poet Rhoda Anne 
Page of Cobourg. Mrs. Kathleen Sibbald Lloyd of Cobourg, whose 
husband was a great-grandson of Captain Charles Rubidge, pro- 
vided an early oil portrait of him not previously reproduced. For 
information about the Trent Canal I am indebted to Mr. A. L. 
Killaly, Peterborough, who was long its Superintendent, and whose 
grandfather was Minister of Public Works in the canal’s early years. 

My thanks are extended to two members of the staff of the Royal 
Ontario Museum. Mr. Kenneth E. Kidd, Curator of Ethnology, 
provided a valuable account of Indian remains along the Trent, as 
well as photographs; and Mr. James L. Baillie of the Department 
of Ornithology lent’ negatives of the Fothergill paintings in the 
‘Museum, interesting landscapes made in 1819 of the Port Hope- 
Rice Lake region. 

To Mrs. Helen Marryat, Hastings, from whom I received 
numerous manuscript and ‘printed materials, photographs and 
maps, I am indebted as well for the inclusion in this volume of 
several water-colours of the Trent region by the Reverend M. A. 
Farrar, a pupil of J. M. W. Turner, the English landscape artist. It 
has just come to my notice that another English artist of the same 
period has left work closely related to the Valley of the Trent. He 
is Edwin Whitefield (b. 1816), who came to America in his youth 
and won fame for his views of towns and scenes in the United States 
and Canada. About the middle of the century he was in Ontario; 
and during an itinerary from lakes Simcoe and Couchiching to 
the Rideau Canal and Kingston he made many sketches of scenes 
along the Trent system, including Peterborough, the Yankee 
Bonnet Rapids two miles below on the Otonabee, the steamer 
Otonabee wooding up in that neighbourhood, and a variety of 
others between Chemong and Rice lakes. His original sketchbook 
was sold in November 1956 by Goodspeed’s Book Shop, Boston, to 
Mr. Walter Wallace, 922 Madison Avenue, New York City.' 

‘The interpretation of Indian place-names has recently become 
more difficult because of the lack of experts in that field in 
‘museums. My thanks are due to Mr. John Huden, Burlington, Ver- 
mont, and Mr. Stephen Laurent, Intervale, New Hampshire, with- 
out whose assistance many Indian names of lakes and rivers would 
have gone without explanation. 





For a description of the sketchbook see The Month at Goodspeed, Vol 
XXVIII, Nos. 1-2, pp. 13-14. The booklet was brought to my attention through 
ihe courtesy of John Gray, President of the Macmillan Company of Canada, 
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Lam indebted also to two literary experts who were good enough 
to read critically some portions of the poetical productions of two 
writers of the Rice Lake district in whom I have for many years 
been particularly interested. Professor R. L. McDougall of Uni- 
versity College and Dr. E. J. Pratt, Professor Emeritus of Victoria 
University, favourably commented upon, respectively, John Cop- 
way’s The Ojibway Conquest and certain of Rhoda Anne Page's 
poems, and the inclusion of these items at considerable length in 
these pages is the result. 

For information and suggestions my appreciation is also ex- 
tended to the following: Dr. W. Stewart Wallace, Librarian Emeritus 
of the University of Toronto; Dr. T. R. Millman, Archivist of 
‘Wyelifle College; Mrs. Margery Pewtress, Cobourg; Mr. Robert 
Porter, Peterborough Public Library; Mr. Stuart Ryan, Port Hope; 
Professor G. H. Needler, Toronto; Mr. William Colgate, Toronto; 
Mr. William Dennison, Toronto; and Mr. J. A. Edmison, Assistant 
to the Principal, Queen's University. My thanks are due to Mr. F. 
H.H. Lowe, Ninette, Manitoba, for portraits by Paul Kane of Mr. 
and Mrs. F.'S. Clench, who were Mr. Lowe's grandparents and the 
parents of Kane's wife; and to various descendants of the Weller, 
‘Traill, Payne, Caddy, Dunford, Moodie, Ruttan, Batten, Rubidge, 
Strickland, McCauley, Hayward, Stewart, Matthews, Young, and 
Langton families who were prominent in the early history of the 
Valley of the Trent. 

My wife, who continues to endure graciously my preoccupation 
in historical research, has assisted in many ways in the preparation 
of this volume; and my sons James Edwin and George Robert have 
aided in the photographic work. 





E.C.G. 
Toronto 
January 1, 1957 
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INTRODUCTION 


MME TRENT system of lakes, rivers, and canals occupies a con- 

siderable part of the counties of Hastings, Durham, Northum- 
berland, Peterborough, Haliburton, and Victoria. The first settle- 
ment in “the back townships” —as the entire region in the rear of 
the first tiers of townships along Lake Ontario was usually called— 
was in the year 1818 in Smith Township; and soon afterwards the 
potentialities of the trade in lumber were being eagerly explored. 
‘With the establishment of the first mills, and with the use of the first 
steamboats very shortly afterwards, came alterations in water levels 
and channels of communication; and all these developments in the 
Trent watershed were soon included in “the Trent Canal” —a long- 
term, spasmodic, and controversial project which continued until 
recent times. In 1912, when a survey of the region was made under 
the direction of the Commission of Conservation, it was estimated 
that the Dominion Government had spent “some ten million dollars 
‘on this canal and watershed, building dams at some forty lakes to 
regulate the waterflow,” even though the government had never 
secured control of the’ watersheds which form the source of the 
system. The vast and unfortunate errors made in the spirit of pio- 
neering and in the name of free enterprise had long since laid waste 
the greater part of the region. The Survey puts it this way: 


‘The slopes, once for the most part covered with valuable pine and hard- 
wood forest, had been cut over. A large area, the pinery in particular, 
had been repeatedly subjected to fires and rendered liable to eventual 





a problem mening the developmeat of some plan for Its solution! 


The geological structure of the region, although an attraction 
to carly settlers, was destined to be, in consequence of the mis- 
management of the timber resources, a chief reason for the disas- 
trous failure of the northerly sections as agricultural land. The 
eminent geologist, Dr. A. P. Coleman, summed up the situation 
as follows: 

See Trent Watershed Survey: 9 Reconnaissance by C. D. Howe, PhD. and 
JH. White, BA. BSCE. with an Introductory Discusion by B. E. Fernow, 
TLD, (Toronto, 1913), pl 1. 
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‘The combination of kames (hills of sand and gravel with boulders) 
with pure sand deposits, through which rise occasional hills of the 
hharder Archaean rocks, makes a region entirely unsuited for agriculture, 
and useful only for forest growth. The result of glacial action north of 
the Palaeozoic rocks has been the formation of poor soils deficient in 
ime and often also in clayey constituents, except for the occasional 
lime-stone or shale and clay deposits." 


When the lumber industry was at its height it was unnecessary 
for settlers to live by agricuiture alone, or even in part; but as the 
vicious exploitation of the timber resources proceeded, followed by 
bush-fires and the erosion of soil no longer held on the rocks by 
the roots of trees, agriculture became unprofitable because most 
‘of the good earth was washed into lake and river. The absence of 
all safeguards in early lumbering under the licence system had the 
inevitable result, as the Survey makes clear: 
‘The sequence of this mismanagement is everywhere the same. The 
removal either of the best or of all timber, without disposing of the 
debris, leaves a slash which is invariably subject to fire; after this a loss 
‘of interest takes place on the part of the licensee and, what is worse, on 
the part of the government. Nature then attempts to reproduce the 
forest, and this is followed by a repetition of the fires, which Kill the 
seed trees and seedlings of the better kinds. The ground is then re- 
covered by aspen and birch for a time; but, through repeated con- 
fiagrations, it is finally rendered useless for any productive purpose. A. 
similar sequence takes place in connection with the small-farm portions: 
at first, through the home market made by the lumbermen, a fair living 
may be made by the occupant; gradually this market vanishes and the 
soil becomes worked out; the surface wears away, the rocks are exposed, 
‘and the people are left destitute and miserable. .. . At the present time 
[1912] the pine timber, at leat, is practically gone from this watershed; 
finally the bare-rock condition or man-made desert is the result. 
‘At present only the beginnings of these conditions can be seen here and 
‘there, yet in the three townships of Methuen, Anstruther, and Burleigh 
alone nearly 150,000 acres of such desert exist.” 











Although the half century since 1912 has seen a little reforesta- 
tion, a good deal of mining, and a great development of the region 
as a vacation paradise and the resort of hunters and fishermen, 
there has probably been a further deterioration of the land from 
the point of view of agriculture. In general, it has been abandoned 


‘Quoted in Trent Watershed Survey, pp. 9-10. 
2Trent Watershed Survey, pp. 5 and 4 
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to summer resorts, except where minerals have been found in quan- 
tities sufficient for commercial exploitation. 


‘The chief headwaters of the Trent system lie in the central part 
of Haliburton County and consist of some 130,000 acres of water 
surface; and another 100,000 acres are added by nine other basins, 
comprising, in order of size, the Gull River, the Burnt River, the 
Mississauga, Jack's Creek, Eels Creek, Deer Bay Creek, Nogies! 
Creek, Buckhorn Creek, and Squaw River. The total water area of 
the Trent Canal and its feeders is estimated at nearly three hun- 
dred square miles. 

‘The Trent Canal project, for a century developed in a slow and 
irrational fashion, has been subjected, according to the Survey, “to 
precisely the same kind of mismanagement as the territory through 
which it passes”? and the natural result has been public criticism 
and ridicule which the original idea did not deserve. Even a genera- 
tion ago the canal’s usefulness for local freight had practically 
ceased, and its value was largely restricted to facilities for water- 
power and pleasure craft.? 

Apart from political considerations, the development of the 
Trent system was delayed, both early and late, by hopes of other 
routes and other types of transport. A great deal of research might 
be expended upon early maps and surveys without positive result; 
for the course of waterways has often been altered, and the general 
lack of names or of consistency in their use makes identification 
uncertain, An example of this confusion, and of the search for 
alternative routes, is afforded by Alexander Sherriff's “Topo- 
graphical Notices of the Country lying between the Mouth of the 
Rideau and Penetanguishene on Lake Huron.” He refers to the 
Muskoka River and lakes as named after a Mississauga chief; but 
only the traders used the name, the Indians employing another. 
From the southern branch of that river, wrote She 
may pass to the Trent or Lake Simcoe.” Travelling vid the Severn, 
he was twelve days returning from Penetang to Lac des Allumettes. 











‘Chiet Nope (oF “Captain Nogy” as Joba Langton knew him) is sid to have 
tacovred led mine ear the reek, and to have gone there aloe from time 
tovime to replenish the supply for is tbeamen's muzse-lader.Jelour of Ns 
Sere, he fad fo have unwitingly kiled bis own som when be found he wis 
eng tolowed 

rent Watershed Survey, 2 

‘the Peterborough nepion Ys probably best known because of its Lift Lock, 
‘Trent Canal development ianvgurated in 1908, The mestings of the Americas 
‘Canoe AGwocation at Stoney Lake In 188) and 1867 also dew afnton tI 
Sn the “Peterborough canoe” has Tong been famous. 
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The going was “not expeditious, the men being obliged to pass 
twice over the portages, and it being often very difficult to get our 
three fathomed canoe through the uncleared tracks.” He counted 
forty-five portages, the longest three-quarters of a mile, and he 
noted that many of them would need widening, and the rivers 
‘cleared of trees and driftwood, to enable the route to be covered in 
four or five days. The interpretation of such records is most diff- 
cult, however, and no one could trace the routes with certainty. 
‘These unsatisfactory experiences were several times repeated in the 
search for the best routes of travel. 

‘The scope of this volume is not slavishly restricted to the geo- 
graphical boundaries of the Trent watershed, which extends on 
either side of the system of lakes and rivers from the highlands 
above Balsam Lake to Trenton and Belleville. We omit, for several 
reasons, all reference to the Bay of Quinte and Belleville, as well 
as to most of Hastings County and to numerous outlying townships 
in various parts of the region. On the other hand Cobourg and 
Port Hope are included in some measure, for they were ports of 
entry and administrative and commercial centres of much of the 
region in the early period, and supplied many enterprising settlers 
and industrialists who were prominent in its development, The 
period under review is generally that prior to Confederation, but 
there are also references to post-Confederation settlement and 
development of several of the more northerly townships, including 
those which subsequently became part of the County of Haliburton. 

A nation’s history is basically the history of its innumerable 
communities and localities; and the national historian is always 
indebted to those who have investigated and recorded the local 
scene. Records—the heritage of the past which enables subsequent 
generations to understand how their ancestors lived and worked— 
have been preserved in Ontario only in part, and often more by 
accident than design. Some parts of the province have been for- 
tunate, both in the amount of records available and in the assiduity 
with which competent historians have made use of them. Especially 
in recent times, university theses have advanced our knowledge of 
some localities; but still more valuable are the few local histories 
written within a generation of earliest settlement, at a time when 
many pioneers in the true sense of the word were still alive. The 
Peterborough district is among the more fortunate in both these 
respects; but there is another reason even more important which 

‘Transactions, Literary and Historical Society of Quebec, Vol. M, 1831, pp. 
243-309, 
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‘makes the region's recorded history perhaps the richest and most 
informative in Ontario. This is the fact that many of the early resi 
dents, attracted to “the back lakes” largely by aesthetic considera- 
tions, were highly literate and lucid both in talking and writing 
about their experiences; and we consequently have for the region 
a body of literature that is approached nowhere else either in quan- 
tity or quality. The works of “the literary Stricklands"—Samuel 
Strickland, Susanna Moodie, and Catharine! Traill—are the best 
Known; but we have letters, emigrant guidebooks, journals, ac- 
counts of pioneering, essays, and verse by John and Anne Langton, 
Frances Stewart, J. W. Dunbar Moodie, Rhoda Anne Page, Charles 
and Frederick Rubidge,* George Arundel Hill, Thomas Poole, and 
Thomas Need—to mention only the more prolific writers. There 
were plenty of cultured settlers* who did not write books, of course, 
and many others less cultured who were at least equally valuable 
in settlement, business, and public spirit; but the literary works of 
those named above provide a firm basis of source materials for a 
history of the Valley of the Trent. 

“Old times” in the region have been investigated in recent years 
by several capable historians and newspapermen, among whom 





"Th name i offen misplld, the Toronto Public Library and many others 
using "Catherine" in the ocord; but Mrm Tell here never spelled er name 
‘thet than “Catharine” 

Sin dion 10 his work in setting the Fetee Robinson immigrants of 1825, 
Ccaptin Charles Rubidge opened the’ Kesoe: Road io the eghtecnthirtes, and 
‘ral responsible forthe arrangements for 8 second emigration of Irish fn 1839. 
‘These errant, totalling one hundred and elghtyshtee, were mainly fom 
Colonel Wyndham’ estates in Clare and Limerick, and were Tocsted in the rear 
‘Soncuains, Frederik Rubidge, baltbroer of Charles, was & surveyor, post, 
‘id lender in amateur dramatis in the eighteen shite a 

“tof. Langton described Peterborough in the cightecnshinies aa “a very 
prety, pietiregue, thriving vilage, with near thity.entel familie within 
‘isting “distances and he stended Bachelors” alls there. im evening. Gress, 
‘biering, “I certainly ever expected om coming to” Canada that T should. be 
‘ne of the Bachelors who give ® ball fo Between cighty and nines}, and meet 
‘ttn two ofthe bet wales T ever igured wih (Langlon, Barly Daye In Upper 
Canada, (Toronta, 1926), pp. 21 an £2, respectively.) When. Patrick. Skeet 
“isted the vilge i183 be dsited the “mean housey” but noted that Peter 
Borough’ popsston inciaded "a mamber of military and naval balt-pay ofers 
‘of Brin! tod that the society ofthe plsoe hod the reputation of bing "the 
‘most biliat and polished in Canada." (Shire. A Tour hrough Nor Armertea 
(Einboreh, 1895), p. 122.) But thero were others who visited the vilage and 
Se lm wht te rn iceman ee a ty en. 

cn he enquired if there were many tial farmers" Inthe elghtour- 
toot, Wiliam ‘Hutton, wa’ snowered Sn Uo negative he pnp eters 
round i being ballpay offers and eters who genetily conser tot-whether 
the fray they fit bpon is likely to be protsbl, but whether it be beatiful 
dni ely to contribute to their plestores™ (Later of Willam Hutton, dated at 
Bateviie, Joe 20, 1834, 0 The Brssh Farmers opocnes Ape 1833, p 108) 
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may be mentioned Watson Kirkconnell, Helen Marryat, Howard 
Pammett, and F. H. Dobbin; but itis not our purpose here to com- 
pile an exhaustive bibliography of primary or secondary sources 
for the region's history, but rather to name only some of the earlier 
‘outstanding compilations. Of these, Dr. Thomas Poole's 4 Sketch 
of the Early Settlement and Subsequent Progress of the Town of 
Peterborough, and of Each Township in the County of Peter- 
borough (Peterborough, 1867) is one of the earliest and most 
valuable of Canadian local histories. In 1941 a short Completion 
of Sketch . .., 1867-1941, purported to bring Dr. Poole’s work up 
to date. The History of the County of Peterborough, Ontario; Con- 
taining a History of the County; History of Haliburton County: 
their Townships, Towns, Schools, Churches, etc.; General and 
Local Statistics; Biographical Sketches, .. . (Toronto, 1884) is the 
work of C. Pelham Mulvany, Charles M. Ryan, and Charles R. 
Stewart, and it contains much of great value that could not be 
recovered now, however intense the research. Among other pub- 
lications more or less contemporary with settlement is the valuable 
Directory of the United Counties of Peterborough & Victoria for 
1858. . .. (Peterborough, 1858), and Thomas White's An Exhibit 
of the Progress, Position, and Resources of the County of Peter- 
boro’, Canada West, Based upon the Census of 1861; together with 
@ Statement of the Trade of the Town of Peterborough (Peter- 
borough, 1861), which contains much of historical value. A later 
survey, the 1944 Report on the Ganaraska Watershed, edited by A. 
H. Richardson for the Dominion and Ontario governments, con- 
tains a good deal of authentic historical material, some of which 
relates to the more southerly parts of the Trent Valley. Of prime 
importance to the history of the Trent Canal, of course, are the 
Journals and Appendices of the Legislative Assembly of Upper 
Canada and the various Reports of its history and improvements as 
at Confederation, 1867, when it was transferred to Dominion 
Government control 

Victoria County is rather deficient in source materials in com- 
parison with its neighbour Peterborough, but Watson Kirkconnell’s 
Victoria County Centennial History (Lindsay, 1921) is a scholarly 
and intensive study of the region; and if he had incorporated such 
pictorial materials as could then have been assembled it would 
have been still more valuable. Included in it is a painstaking sum- 
‘mary of pioneer survival in the county." as well as geological and 
Indian data seldom assembled by the local historian. 

'Sce Chapter XV, “Reseach nto Pioneer Survival.” pp. 218-27 
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Of the notable literary figures of the district, perhaps the most 
‘outstanding were the Stricklands of Reydon Hall, Suffolk, three of 
whom were early Trent Valley settlers. They came of a commercial 
family of which the father, Thomas Strickland, was so interested 
in the encouragement of literary pursuits that six out of the eight 
of his children who grew to maturity became well-known writers. 
Though their connection with the nobility was remote—if not non- 
cexistent—the family gloried in their alleged pedigree and assidu- 
ously nurtured it in an England noted for social caste and snob- 
bery.! One daughter, Catharine Parr, was named after a possible 
progenitor, Katharine Parr, sixth wife of Henry VIII. A cogent 
reason for fame did exist, however, for Agnes and Eliza produced 
their Queens of England from arduous and painstaking research at 
fa time when access to documents was seldom permitted. Agnes, 
particularly, felt throughout her life that by this work her family 
wwas identified with the whole pageant of English history. 

‘The literary productions of the Canadian Stricklands are men- 
tioned in various parts of this volume. Catharine, a clever essayist, 
made a name for herself as a lover of nature in'a day when most 
people trampled and destroyed it with enthusiasm.* Susanna, some- 
thing of a philosopher, became equally widely known for her books 
Roughing It in the Bush (London, 1852), and Life in the Clear- 
ings versus the Bush (London, 1853), in which she appears as a 
bitter satirist of her fellow-setilers, and no doubt with very good 
reason. She mellowed, however, with the years, and later admitted 
that the world—at least the Canadian pioneer world—did not owe 
aristocratic immigrants a living; and that the best settlers were those 
who exerted themselves and chopped a competence out of the for- 
est, and did not assume that they were conferring a benefit upon 
Upper Canada merely by removing to it. The Stricklands, however, 
and many others like them, are to be credited with setting literary 
and cultural standards and raising the general tone of life in “the 
backwoods.”* 

Samuel Strickland (1804-1867), who merits extended notice 
here, came to Upper Canada in 1825, seven years earlier than his 
talented sisters. He first resided with a family friend, Colonel Black 




















‘See Una PopeHlemessy, Agnes Strickland, Biographer of the Queens of 
Englands 1786-1074 (London, 1940), pasins nd paticlaly p. 1. Era Sek 
Ion colaborated in the sere 

3c below, Seton XI, Nov 7, and Section XI, No, 6, for Mrs, Trails wr 

"Eee below, Section XI, No. 11, and Section XIE, No, $, for Mrs. Moodie’s 
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of Darlington Mills (now Bowmanville). Always highly suscep- 
tible to female charms, Strickland lost no time in marrying a 
‘daughter of the family, observing at the time that “the torch of 
‘wedded love” burned particularly brightly in Canada. 

Jn May 1826 he removed to Otonabee Township, where he had 
purchased two hundred acres of land near Scott’s Plains (Peter- 
borough). His wife remained with her parents, and he learned of 
her death in childbirth while he was walking to “the front” from 
Peterborough. Within a short time he married Mary Reid, daughter 
of a settler in neighbouring Douro. In 1828 he became a superin- 
tendent of the Canada Company and spent some years in the 
“Huron Tract.” In 1831 he was back in Peterborough, where he 
exchanged his Otonabee land for a lot in Douro, and became the 
founder of Lakefield, where he lived successively in a log shanty, 
a frame house, and a large stone mansion. A militia officer and an 
“uncompromising Conservative,” he was successful as Jumberman 
and farmer. In the latter capacity a substantial income and a great 
deal of labour later came from the pupils of his farm-school, for 
at that time young Englishmen paid large sums for such instruction 
as they received in Canadian backwoods life.* Strickland is best 
known from his two-volume Twenty-Seven Years in Canada West 
(London, 1853), but it is uncertain how much of the writing is 
his and how much that of his sister Agnes, whose name appeared 
‘on the title-page as editor, probably with an eye to increasing the 
book’s sale. In any event the book, which contains a good deal of 
valuable material on pioneering, is often marred by sentimentality 
and gushing effusiveness. Not only his first wife died in childbirth, 
“snatched away in the bright morning of her existence with the 
rapturous feelings of maternity just budding into life” (as he put 
it); but so did his second wife when bearing her fourteenth child. 
Perhaps both of them had at the time some feelings other than 
“rapturous.” A third wife, middle-aged, accompanied him back 
from a second trip to England in 1855. Probably some pupils for 
his farm-school accompanied him also. Certainly his school became 
at this time more prominent in the life of Lakefield and district.” 

‘Excerps from Chatles Wel's and Horton Rhys's accounts of visits to Samuel 
te tm soto i mahort secon frm the farm ppl newnapes, ands 
iaerent coe sn er 

Sin iater years, and. parculely inthe Muskoka, District, the farm-pu 
busines was an undisgised “racket” See Roger Vardon [pseud., F. M. Del 
ose], English Bloods (Ottws, 1930), and Volume Mk of ‘Guilt, "Famous 
Canadian Trials.” which desribes the notorious Birchall murder ease'where the 
Sietim Benwell was Jluded into the belief that he was to be a farm-popil, 
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“The gallant Major,” as his pupils often facetiously called him in 
“The Kachewanoonka Herald,” the manuscript newspaper which 
they wrote and circulated for several years, was widely known in the 
region and in municipal life; and when he died on January 11, 
1867, the local press referred to him as “one of our old Pioneers, 

who as the type of a true Englishman in manly appearance, in 
cordial manner, in kindly and hospitable feeling, could scarcely 
be surpassed. 

Archibald Lampman owes to the Trent region the inspiration 
he must have received from the years of boyhood he spent amid 
the beauties of Gore’s Landing, Rice Lake. Isabella Valancy Craw- 
ford removed to Lakefield in 1866 when she was fifteen, and lived 
there until the late ‘seventies. But apart from these more notable 
writers, a large number of others achieved something more than @ 
local reputation. Neil Wilson, an early teacher in Percy and Aspho- 
del, was the author of Rescued in Time, which was widely circulated 
in Sunday School libraries in the eighteen-nineties. In the Montreal 
Literary Garland and the Maple Leaf, and in the Moodies’ short- 
lived Victoria Magazine, appears a good deal of fugitive verse and 
prose, some of it anonymous, from the pens of inhabitants of the 
‘rent region, most of them’ already mentioned? Dr. Samuel P. 
Ford of Peterborough and Norwood wrote 2 considerable amount 
of poetry, most of which appeared first in the Waverley Magazine, 
Boston. James McCarroll, a teacher and newspaperman, lived in 
the district for some years and contributed verse widely to'the press 
and literary periodicals. Michael Ryan’s verse is found in the 
Literary Garland and in Barker's Canadian Monthly Magazine. 
William McDonnell of Lindsay wrote two long narrative poems 
‘and several novels, and also composed both words and music for 
a three-act opera, “The Fisherman's Daughter.” James Wicks Duns- 
ford of the Bobcaygeon district wrote lengthy verse and an his- 
torical novel, “The State Messengers” (Peterborough Gazette, 
1845-46). George Coventry of Cobourg and Caroline Hayward, 
who resided near Port Hope, added to the somewhat uninspired 
and uninspiring verse of the day. The Poems of William Telford 
(Peterborough, 1887) is the production of a resident of Smith 








2Valusbe biographical material on the Strcklands and Stewarts, to which is 
suided 4 short account of Thomas Need and John Langton, may be found in 
Print ia G. H. Needles, Oronabec Pioneers (Toronto, 1953): but & lager cover 
Uge of the Mterary people of the region isin typescript and manuscript in EC. 
Guillet, "Canadian ‘Lierary Pioneers" and "Early Canadian Literature,” copies 
of which are in the Library of Parliament, Ottawa, the University of Toronto 
Tiveury, the Letisative Library of Ontario, and the Torosto Public Library. 
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Township, whose Scottish neighbours hoped they recognized in 
hhim another Burns—or at least a Hogg or Fergusson, In. general, 
these versifiers and poetasters may be graded as fair, bad, and 
worse—in which last category must be included the Leisure Hour 
‘Musings (Peterborough, 1874?) of Alexander Graham of Otona- 
bee Township. 

‘There is, however, a work of lasting interest which we include in 
this volume as one of the most remarkable literary items relating to 
the region. This is a poem entitled The Ojibway Conquest, by 
George Copway, or Kah-ge-ga-gah-bowh, a Rice Lake Indian, 
Trained by early Methodists as a missionary, he became a writer 
on Indian life and history, travelled in Europe, and was a friend of 
Longfellow. Though there is no proof of the opinion, it would 
appear probable that Longfellow aided him in the production of his 
epic poem, for Copway called upon him in February 1849, a year 
previous to its publication; and the two men were together on at 
least four or five other occasions." Be this as it may, The Ojibway 
Conquest isa notable piece of composition which should no longer 
remain unknown and unappreciated. 


The place-names of a district shed considerable light on its 
origins. Names given by the Indians to portages and trails have 
survived in the region. Among these are Coboconk, a contraction 
of Quash-qua-ge-conk—“where the gulls meet”; Bobeaygeon,* a 
corruption of Bob-cajewon-unk—“the shallow rapids"; and Ome- 
mee, named from a sub-tribe of the Missisaugas, the Pigeons, who 
‘are commemorated also in Pigeon Lake and Pigeon Creek. 
Chewett’s map of 1789, Collins's of 1790, Rubidge’s of 1836, 
and others contain Indian names of lakes, rivers, and portages of 
which we have with difficulty obtained interpretations, as follows: 
Saggettewedgewam (Trent River)—“river hard to travel” 


See Samuel Lonefellow, Life of Henry Wadsworth Longfellow (Boston, 
1886), journal of February 26, 1899, ef seq. 

Billy MeKeough (or McCve) was erly on the site at an Todian trader: 
“Thomas Need was the founder ofthe village’ and James McConnell built the rst 
frame house and opened it as 4 tavera—the Travellers” Home. Lieutenant. 
Govemnor Sir John Colborne christened the place Rokeby in 1834, but fortunately 
the name was not perpetuated 

TA generation ago there were few experts ia the Algonguin and related 
tongues in the chief museums of Canada and the United State, but the field has 
fapparentiy been abdicated. ‘The National Museum of Canada and the Royal 
Gntario Museum have no interpreters of thee Tangdazes. Almost all the inter 
preations herewith are contained. in leters from John Hden, Burlington, 
Vermont, o whom the Moseim of the American Indian, New York, referred our 
(queries, and from Stephen Taufent of Interval, New Hampshire. 
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Cheboutequion (Stoney Lake)—"big long rocky water” 
Wabuscommough (Chemong or Mud Lake)—"lake of earth” 
Annlequion Checom (Sturgeon Lake)—"good long pike to 
eat” 

Yawbaskkaokawk (Scugog River)—“here hemlock bark is 
car” 

Ouskebawkning (Talbot Portage)—“green leaf place where 
‘we leave the river” 

Squaknegossippi (Indian River)—“trout-spearing place” 

Koshkahabogamog (Kasshabog or Kosh Lake, east of Stoney) 
—"lake of many bays"; 

a variant, Kashagawigamog, in Haliburton, is similarly interpreted 

“long and winding waters.” Apparently the Indians were fond of 

the name, for another variant, Koshkibogamog, was given to a lake 

of many bays in Barrie Township, about a hundred miles northwest 
of Kingston. 

‘A number of place-names in the region are from members of 
the British nobility, such as, for example, Burleigh, Ennismore, 
and Methuen. Smith Township commemorates Surveyor-General 
the Honourable D. W. Smith, and Asphodel appropriately recalls 
the trilliums that early settlers found there in abundance. Smaller 
localities had sometimes a name with a romantic connotation. Love- 
sick Lake, for example, was at first considered a part of Deer Bay, 
or called the Burleigh Rapids or Chutes; but when an Indian, 
Richard Fawn, was jilted by an Irish girl, Katharine O'Donohue, 
he decided to end his days in dejection on an island in the lake, He 
did not carry out his resolve, and lived to pay court to other girls, 
but the name “Lovesick” was nevertheless applied to the lake." 

‘The names of the first settlers in innumerable localities were 
used in early nomenclature, and many of them, such as Gore's 
Landing, Dunsford, Reaboro, Healey’s Falls, Thurstonia, Crooks’ 
Rapids, and Downeyville, to mention but a few, persist to the 
present.* Crowe’s Landing on Stoney Lake recalls Francis Crowe 
(1808-1877), the first reeve of Dummer Township, an office he 
held for seventeen years. Across the lake is Mount Julian in Bur- 
leigh, originally called Julien’s* Landing after a Frenchman who 





‘suickland, Twenty-Seven Years in Conada Wert, Voll, pp. 233-4. 
some eal ctr were sometines gen curious appetations, Park Cone 
who came to Ops Township in 1828, was commonly called “King Connel.” 
zat il potted out on Ris one ipe fam, ft 7. Conesion Th ‘Homphrey 
‘and hie wife, who came to Emily Township in 1820, were Ksown Tocally 
fa "Ring and Queen of Emily.” 
‘With a very distinct French pronounciation, roughly “Jootiaw.” 








wwii ‘THE VALLEY OF THE TRENT 


was probably an Indian trader. Purdy's Mills (Lindsay)* was called 
after William Purdy, who arrived in 1828. Peterborough, of course, 
was named after the Honourable Peter Robinson.? Still other names 
are due to the whim of minor officals at York; and an occasional 
‘one recalls sentimental associations of early seitlers with the Old 
Land. For instance, Aros, the Scottish birthplace of Charles Mc- 
Innis, an early postmaster on the north side of the Balsam Lake end 
of the Talbot Portage, was the name he gave the post office. ‘The 
‘Aros post office was actually the front room of Admiral Van- 
Sittart’s log mansion, long the curiosity of Bexley Township. In 
addition to numerous names of early settlers and mill-owners, 
there are along the Trent River many English names, such as Wark- 
worth; while Frankford was named by Sir Francis Bond Head 
after himself, probably on the occasion of a visit. 


‘The experiences of individuals are often lost in historical general- 
izations, and it is therefore the intention here to reproduce from 
the rarer sources a selection of those characteristic of the region, 
and of pioneering in general. In some districts a particular choice 
of location led to a settler’s home being widely known. Robert 
Clifford, the third settler to find his way to North Burleigh, in 1862, 

2 case in point: 

believing in the good old Scripture adage that the house founded 
‘upon a rock would stand the storms of life, [he] determined to test the 
truth of the maxim. He accordingly selected lot 24, concession 14, a few 
rods west of the Burleigh Road, a spot of ground which rises at an 
elevation of 100 feet, for a foundation of a house which is a huge 
granite rock, the white glittering surface of which has been polished by 
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the suns and storms of many a century. At a distance it has the re- 
semblance of a snowbank, and has been admired by every traveller who 
‘passes over the Government road. 


Many settlers—and not only the aristocrats—were enthralled by 
the opportunities for fishing and hunting, sports which only a few 
could enjoy in the Old Land except by poaching. Strickland, writ- 
ing in the early “fifties, said that “Parties are now made yearly every 
October to Stony Lake, Deer Bay, or the River Trent. . . . This is 
one of the great charms of a Canadian life.” He had seventeen deer 
hanging in his barn at one time, and he and two of his sons caught, 
near Burleigh Falls, during one morning in October 1849, salmon 
trout, lunge, and bass totalling 473 pounds.? The Canadian Hand- 
book & Tourists’ Guide (1867) says that many Cobourg gentle- 
‘men had private shooting boxes on Rice Lake.* Typical of the early 
settlers was Washington Coones (son-in-law of Robert Clifford, 
‘mentioned above) who 





from a boy was always fond of hunting, and when quite young, by 
chance, one day got hold of a rifle which was offered him for sale, and 
with the ‘cuteness of a boy asked for a trisl of the gun, which was 
allowed him; on the same day he went out and killed three fine deer, 
which amply paid for his investment. At last he had gained his long-felt 
wish to own a gun of his own, and from that day to this he has been a 
‘most zealous hunter, killing bears, wolves, and deer in abundance. Few 
hhunters in northern Peterborough to-day can equal him, either in wood- 
craft or in drawing a bead on a head of game.* 


Life in many a rear township was often crude in the extreme, 
‘even before actual degeneration set in from sheer isolation and the 
inability to make a living. Examples could be quoted of log shanties, 
without furniture or heat, the occupants lacking even a few crusts, 
of bread; of church collections with nothing put on the plate—from 
complete lack of funds; of illness and death from inability to pro- 
cure a doctor or give any kind of remedy. Drunkenness often 
caused lapses even in what primitive civilization there was. In 1864 
a New Year’s Eve dance and “spree” at Buck’s Hotel, Minden, 


Mtulvany etal op ets pe 119 

Strickland, op. it, Vol, p. 179, and Vol. I, p. 238 

3An account of Cobourg is given on pp. 1247 of the Guide, 

‘Mulvany, p-721. A map of Burleigh Township isued by the Department of 
i 


Crown Lani: Ortawa, May 7, 1866, shows. Benjamin Coones's name on 
‘of Concession X'(Surveys Office, East Block of the Ontario Parliament 
ings. 
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‘went on for four days and five nights. Corson’s Siding, in Bexley, 
was, according to Watson Kirkconnell, long called “Hell’s Half 
‘Acre.” He says that Gooderham and Worts owned a timber limit 
adjacent, and hired Corson, a lake captain, to ship cordwood to 
Toronto, and adds: 


For the winter’s cut of cordwood he [Corson] would import a gang of 
lake sailors from Toronto. The latter would bring with them an abun- 
dance of whiskey and an auxiliary corps of prostitutes, and the limits 
‘were so aflame with drunkenness and hot uncleanness that the siding 
‘was known throughout the north country as “Hell's Half Acre.”* 


Yet there were many worthy people who sought to relieve suffer- 
ing without a thought of payment for their courage and sacrifice. 
There were circuit-riding clergymen, saddle-bag doctors, and self- 
sacrificing mid-wives. We mention on page xlvi of this introduction 
the services of Mrs. Robinson of Smith ‘Township, and there was 
also Elizabeth Clague, whose obituary notice in a Peterborough 
newspaper, without date but probably of 1894, expresses public 
appreciation of her life and work—and incidentally gives us an 
interesting picture of her husband, a retired sailor and primitive 
artist who was long a character in Dummer Township: 


‘The “Family Doctor” Gone 
Death of Mrs. J. Clague, of North Dummer, One of the 
Best Known Persons in the Township—Sketch of Her Life. 


‘The “family doctor” of North Dummer—Mrs. Elizabeth Clague—a lady 
esteemed for her amiable, kind, and hospitable disposition, and one 
known throughout the county for these unfailing qualities, died at her 
hhome, about three miles from McCracken’s Landing, on Monday May 
21st. Many a person had been enabled to leave a bed of sickness through 
the untiring efforts of Mrs. Clague, who was known throughout the 
district as “the family doctor”. The deceased was born in Wales 76 
‘years ago and married Mr. John Clague, her now bereaved husband. 
Mr. Clague was a sailor and for many years endured the difficulties of 
‘ocean life, the last vessel on which he was employed being the “Sir 
Walter Raleigh.” For some years afterwards he sailed on Lake Ontario, 
and then he decided to purchase a farm, but he was so fond of the 
‘water that he would not make a deal unless there was a body of water 
in the vicinity. After some exploring he found a satisfactory place on 
the shores of Stony Lake in North Dummer, and still resides there, Mr. 
Clague is an enthusiastic mariner, which is well shown by the singular 


1Kirksonnell, 











‘etoria County, pp. 78-9. 
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vice he has arranged on his property. On the roof of his bar a fort, 
‘which he terms “Fort Royal,” has been earefully arranged with mechani 
cal skill I faces the lake. In this small but striking representation a 
figure of a marine officer scanning the water looms forth. This arrange- 
ment old Mr. Clague takes unmistakable pride in. As an artist Mr. 
‘Clague also is very enthusiastic. Many a suramer tourist has registered 
in the art galley register at Mr. Clague's and viewed the numerous 
paintings in the quaint litle gallery. In Mrs. Clague the campers and 
residents of the northern section of the county have lost a. staunch 
friend, the Methodist church a good woman, and the surviving husband 
and adopted daughter a loving wife and kind mother. The sympathy of 
1 host of friends will go out to the bereaved ones in their sad loss 


Accompanying, or sometimes preceding settlement, was the 
thoughtless exploitation of the vast timber lands. One can almost 
see it being done from Samuel Strickland’s vivid description: “Three 
hhundred axes will waken the slumbering echoes of the rocky glen 
and wood-crowned height where the foot of the white man never 
trod before,” he writes, and notes with obvious enthusiasm that 
Gilmour and Company were about to lay waste “the noble pine 
forests of Burleigh and Methuen.”* Strickland’s sons Roland and 
George were subsequently head of a lumber firm which controlled 
two and one-half townships of timber limits and had mills at Lake- 
field and Lake Simcoe with an annual output of ten million feet of 
lumber and 300,000 fect of squared timber. E, Phelan, Mulvany 
tells us, “piloted the first timber that ever came to Peterborough, 
receiving for his services $16 per day. He run the river for many 
years."* French-Canadian log-drivers were soon imported into the 
istrict, and in 1866 the mills of the county sawed 50,650,000 feet 
of lumber for export. It was a stirring life on lake and river, for 
masts and squared timber were frequently driven all the way from 
Balsam Lake to Quebec. 


2s i a copy ofa press clipping inthe small hotel at Mount Julian, Stoney 
Late, where 2 pel of Clagve™ pasting on wood presrve In the summer 
‘atc ofthe Mtr ofthis olune, on Stoney Lake, se many pine-board paint 
ings from the interior of old "Fore Rye.” A few other paintings sre inte homes 
ightours ofthe old Cla home in Dummer Towhip. Se porrats of the 

ues and an example of hs work, platefgures 39-41 The Clogs rogter men: 
Soe ith Say oe hae a as ose bt ty hve eon eee 
‘smnestion of Mir nd Mrs, Ab Dunford the sdopted nghter 




















‘suickland, Vol. Hp. 26, 
satulvany, p. 579. 
‘See below, Section VIL, Nos. 8,9, and 10. 


xt ‘THE VALLEY OF THE TRENT 


Flour-milling did not develop as quickly as saw-milling, ‘The 
‘earliest settlers—if not reduced to chewing corn for their children, 
as were those in Smith Township—had to make long journeys to 
primitive mills, at first as far as Port Hope or Cobourg. As in other 
‘early settlements, hollowed tree-stumps were often used as “plump- 
ing-mills” until something better was available. A small mill was 
established by Adam Scott, at Scott's Plains (Peterborough) in 
1821. His biography is given by C. P. Mulvany as follows: 


Adam Scott, the first settler on the present site of the Town of Peter- 
borough, was born in Edinburgh, Scotland, in 1796, and was a mill- 
wright by trade, In 1812 he left England for America and settled in 
Delaware County, New York State; he remained there for about six 
years, working at his trade, While there he married a daughter of J. 
Mann, of Yorkshire, England, by whom he had three sons and three 
daughters. In 1818 he came to Canada and, locating at Port Hope, 
worked at his trade and built a saw-mill. When he came out from Scot- 
land he had about $4,000. He lost nearly all of this in building, by con- 
tract, a mill at Cobourg for old Squire Henry. In the spring of 1820 he 
came to what is now Peterborough, the site of which was then covered 
with a dense growth of huckleberry bushes interspersed with a few 
pines. The first thing he erected was a small log shanty, 18 by 20 feet, 
which he covered with black ash bark. Then he put up a saw and grist 
mill, which was of the most primitive kind. The saw was an “up and 
down" saw, and the millstones were taken from a neighbouring quarry. 
The few settlers who had located in Smith Township, two years before, 
gave the place the name of “Scott's Plains.” His daughter Jeanette was 
the first person born in what is now Peterborough; this was in 1820. 
‘Adam Scott removed from “Scott's Plains” in 1827, having lost all his 
property through getting in debt with John Brown of Port Hope, and 
located on the Hagerman farm, one mile east of Port Hope, where he 
resided for two years. He then removed to the Township of Cavan, 
where he followed his trade. He died February 7th, 1838. Adam Scott 
‘was an immensely strong man. He stood 6 feet 4 inches in his stocking 
{eet and weighed 260 pounds, which was nearly all muscle. With perfect 
cease he could shoulder a barrel of salt or cider. In a previous part of 
this History there is an incident recorded of his having carried a heavy 
millerank from Peterborough to Port Hope to be repaired. His wife 
died at “Scot’s Plains” in 1825, of the fever and cholera which then 
prevailed among the Peter Robinson immigrants. He was asked by 
Hon. Peter Robinson to accept the immigration agency but he declined. 
He owned twelve acres of land surrounding his {mill}, and was fre- 
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quently urged to purchase more, but he declined, thinking that the place 
‘would never amount to anything. He often crossed the River Otonabeo 
in the summer season on stilts to reach his oxen, which were pastured 
where the village of Ashburnham now is, One of Adam Scott's sons, 
also named Adam Scott, who was born at Port Hope, December 21st, 
1818, is now living in the Village of Millbrook, where he follows his 
father's trade; he has lived in Millbrook for four years. He has filled 
the office of Reeve of Manvers and Cavan for several years. On March 
6th, 1840, he was married to a daughter of James Holmes of Cavan. 


Until Jacob Bromwell’s mill was erected in Smith Township the 
only choice was between Scott’s and an apology for a mill on Gallo- 
way's Creek in Cavan. As settlement proceeded, a. grist mill was 
usually quickly established. There were often makeshifts, however, 
such as, for example, Brummill’s Mill on the Otonabee, which was 
called the “pocket mill” because of its small size. Grain was often 
taken to mill in bags tied to a crotched stick, with a pair of oxen 
hauling the load. 


The progress of settlement in the Trent region is illustrated by 
some of the documents which follow in this volume, It is my inten- 
tion here to mention interesting features of the story to be found 
in other source materials. The growth of settlements was usually 
very gradual. In 1825 only three log houses occupied twenty miles, 
of territory along the south shore of Rice Lake, and one of them 
was the tavern of David Tidy, known as “a very respectable Scotch- 
man”, who was the founder of Gore's Landing,? then called Tidy’s 
Tavern. To the east of Rice Lake, in Seymour Township, there 
‘grew up in the early cighteen-thirties a seitlement of military and 
naval officers, for it was one of a number of townships in which 
they were encouraged to locate. Major Campbell was the Govern- 
ment’s agent, and M. S. Cassan describes in his journal his ex- 
periences in approaching and settling there.* Sir Richard 


Mulvany, pp. 589-91, “Squire” Henry of Cobourg, whose mills Scot erected 
at great himself, was'a nephew of Alexander Henry, fur-trader snd ex- 
plore. Before setting in Cobourg he had spent twenty-five years in the Western 
{rade once being reduced to chewing leather aprons and shoes to avoid starvation. 
‘Adse Seott operated a distillery of low reputation in connection with his mill 
‘where “unrectlfed” whiskey was supplied to the few setlrs who would drink it 
fand to the Indians 

2Named after Captain Thomas Sinclair Gore, who owned 265 acres along the 
‘Rice Take shore in 1840, He died in 1858 

gisep,Tremacon 22, Womens "Canaan Hivorcal Society of Toronto, 
wren. 
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Bonnycastle’s impressions of the region during settlement are found 
in one of the documents in this volume.* 

Although surveyed in the early "twenties, it was not until 1860 
1861 that the pushing of a so-called road into wild and rocky Bur- 
leigh Township first made settlement possible. The name “Burleigh 
Road Settlement” was applied, however, not only to Burleigh but 
to Chandos, Anstruther, and Monmouth (in Haliburton), all of 
them for purposes of administration part of the Township of Dum- 
mer until 1865. Indicative of the general hardship experienced in 
this region is that of Cornelius Maher, who removed from Douro 
to lot 5, Concession VII, of Chandos in 1862. At first he was “the 
happy possessor of a horse, which he used for logging; but it was 
drowned in a beaver meadow, and he had to ‘hand-log’ for two 
years until he could afford to get another.”* 

‘The problem of the scarcity of cows in these settlements was 
solved by an ingenious—and profitable—scheme evolved by James 
Lickley* of Burleigh Township, who had saved a few hundred dol- 
lars capital and who certainly did not lack a spirit of enterprise. He 
developed a system of lending cows to settlers. Each cow was to be 
returned after three years, together with the first calf; but if it were 
killed by lightning or the falling of a green tree Lickley assumed 
the loss. The idea proved profitable, for Lickley became something 
of a capitalist and had leisure to be a hunter, according to Mulvany: 






Mr. Lickley’s flocks and herds have increased to such an extent that he 
is at the present time the largest owner in the county, notwithstanding 
hhe has annually sold a large number. His herd numbers 160 head be- 
sides a large flock of sheep, scattered over an area from Young's Point 
to the Provisional County of Haliburton, the value of which would ex- 
ceed several thousand dollars. If by any chance he meets a stray cow 
in the road he never throws a stone at her for fear she may belong to 
his herd. He is stricly temperate, honest, accurate in all his dealings, 
‘and shares the confidence of his employers to the greatest degree. Dur- 
ing the long sixtcen years of his residence in Northern Peterborough he 
has indulged in that life-long cherished sport, hunting the wild part- 


‘See hetow, Section XI, No. 12 

2Mulvany, p. 78. 

SLihley® mother was left & widow on arial in Canada in 1623 when her 
husband was_Growned in the harbour of Quebec. In 1854 she ded in Montreal 
Ghring the second great “cholera yea and twelve-year-old James, worked at 
‘arious trades andthe fang industy for many ye 
Feterhocough County in 1862. Obtaining employment om the Bu 
helped ta chop. and clear the portion fron Burleigh Falls to the twenty Art 
Iil-pst, alfa mile noch of Apsley 
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ridge, duck, and doe. He is often seen with his gun and dog, scaling the 
rocky heights or by the water’s edge of some lake or pebbled brook in 
‘quest of fish or game. When the shades of evening gather round he 
rotires to his humble log cabin laden with the proceeds of the day's 
hhunt, and after placing his trusty rifle in its accustomed place over the 
door, prepares, with his own hand, his repast of partridge, venison, or 
‘other game, while his faithful dog, his only companion, sits by his 

and patiently waits his share of the spoils. Mr. Lickley never married, 
the object of his admiration having died, and in obedience to the love 
he cherished for her memory never transferred his affections to another.? 








Biographical material is particularly rich and informative for 
this region. ‘The following examples are given as characteristic. 
Giles Stone,* generally recognized as the first settler in Burleigh, 
1861 (though the census of 1850 shows forty-five inhabitants), 
purchased his hundred acres at eighty cents per acre. His father, 
William, had two hundred acres on the shore of Cedar Lake, and 
died there in 1869 at the age of eighty-four. Giles helped in build- 
ing five miles of the Burleigh Road, and in 1862 the township's 
second post office, Haultain, was opened on his property. Daniel 
Couch was located on lot 39, Concession V, of Anstruther, where 
he had the first blacksmith shop north of Stoney Lake. His son 
“Moses located on the south shore of Loon Lake, on lots 7 and 8 in 
Concession VII of Chandos, Samuel Edgar, whose wife was in 
1862 the first white woman to enter Chandos, paid $14 to have a 
barrel of flour brought forty-three miles from Peterborough. Bill- 
ings Kilborne entered the township in the same year and built a 
shanty; and in 1863 he took his family in to his ninety-six acres, 
before a tree had been cut or even the road blazed, 

The pre-emigration experiences of many families place them in 
categories now famous in history, though sad and depressing 
their own day. Exemplifying this group are the Burts of Burleigh 
and Chandos townships. Ephraim Burt, of lot 7, Concession IIT, of 
Chandos, might well have been one of the “Tolpuddle Martyrs”, 
for he belonged to a family of agricultural labourers in Dorsetshire, 
Mulvany tells his story: 

‘As an instance of the struggle of the average English agricultural 

!Mulvany, pp. 722 

24 grandaot of Giles Stone (1756-1846) of Northumberland County, and. an 
peso te many who removed from "te font” "he back townie” #9 


"This paragraph is based upon the biographies in Molvany, pp. 728, 735, 736, 
and 74051 
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labourer, it may be here mentioned that Mr. Burt had worked year after 
year, early and late, in Dorsetshire, for the sum of six shillings sterling 
per week, and “found himself” out of that! In 1838 Mr. Burt married. 
Temay be imagined that with a young and increasing family, in a coun- 
try where labour commands the pittance of six shillings per week, it 
was almost a life-and-death struggle to keep the wolf from the door. But 
‘when his son Charles grew up sufficiently to assist his father, they, to- 
gether, by working over-time and practicing the most rigid economy, 
saved over three hundred dollars in money, and came to Canada in June 
1862. . 

Having decided to settle in Burleigh, they carried their entire store 
of this world's goods on their backs from Peterborough, in addition to 
1 food supply, the Intter being renewed from time to time in the same 
manner till land was cleared and the new clearing gave forth a crop. 
This journey required several days of hard tramping at that time, varied 
by nigh bivouacs in the forest or open field. ... Without following Mr. 
‘Burt's varied and trying experiences, suffice to say that he subsequently 
removed to Chandos, . .. where he now resides in comfort and inde 
pendence after passing a lifetime of rugged experiences in a battle 
‘against poverty and unpropitious fortune. 





‘A result of isolation in the early days was the growth of revivalist 
sects and camp-meetings. Well-known at these were Thomas Robin- 
son and his wife, who hewed out a home in the wilderness in 1820, 
settling on lot 15, Concession VIII of Smith Township. They were 
‘old-time Methodists, widely recognized as fine singers, and, we are 
informed: 

were the leaders in prayer and song at the good old-fashioned orthodox 
backwoods meetings. Mrs. Robinson was also a celebrated physician 
and midwife, doing all, however, without remuneration or reward save 
what a clear conscience and delight in doing good to her fellows ever 
carried to her heart. It was quite a common thing for her to go distances, 
of thirty miles on horseback in the night, through storms and forbidding 
forests, across rivers and morasses, to render aid to the sick; and many 
of the most sturdy yeomanry of Peterborough and Victoria Counties 
‘were ushered into being under Mrs. Robinson’s care.? 


Organized religious life slowly penetrated into the rear settle- 
‘ments. Members of the Church of England were frequently aided 
"agavany,p, 733. See alo the memorial volume The Book of the Martyrs 
of Telpudile, 1834-1934, Five of the sk "martyrs" subsequently emigrated to 
Gataro and are buried near London. ae 
SMulvany. pp. 380-1 
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by well-to-do friends in the Old Land when they sought to establish 
parish churches in the New; but self-lenying missionaries provided 
that church’s first contact with many settlers in the Trent Valley. 
In Seymour Township members of the Church of England were 
numerous and influential, but the greater number of them became 
‘Methodists from the lack of Anglican facilities for worship. When 
Christ Church was founded in Campbellford it was the only Church 
of England in Seymour, and the MacHenry family provided a 
log house for the clergyman; but at that time the Methodists had 
eight churches in Seymour. The Langtons describe in some detail 
the establishment of the Church of England in the Sturgeon Lake 
region. The erection of the church at Fenelon Falls was due to the 
Langtons and the Dunsfords, and also to James Wallis, a man who 
established grist and saw mills there and greatly developed the 
settlement. 

‘The Roman Catholic Church sent its priests into the wilderness, 
wherever parishioners were settled. Patrick Scott, founder of the 
Scott Settlement in Chandos Township, joined with Michael O’Brien 
in the eighteen-sixties in erecting on lot 8, Concession XI, the only 
Roman Catholic church in the township. Fathers O'Connel, Lynch, 
and Keating were the earliest priests to minister to the parish. We 
have, however, no detailed records of early Roman Catholic pene- 
tration into the Valley of the Trent. 

‘The cheapness and potency of badly made whiskey created 
‘many a problem in this as in other regions. But temperance so- 
cities were soon diligent in every district; and although the peace- 
loving and sober were often disturbed by the riotous and drunken, 
the worst conditions were gradually alleviated. This was sometimes 
cffected—as in Ennismore village—by raising the tavern’s licence 
to $600 or more, with the result that the township's inhabitants 
were to a large extent deprived of strong drink. The disgraceful 
s on the Twelfth of July, and other occasions of Catholic-Pro- 
testant feuds, were always aggravated, if not caused, by the super- 
abundance of whiskey at twenty-five cents a gallon—or less. Some 
localities established a reputation for sobriety which was considered 
‘an inducement to settlers. Among these was Harvey Townshi 
which long granted no liquor licences. 

‘The settlement of Haliburton, occurring as it did in the late 
“fifties and early ‘sixties, was quite different from that of the longer- 


See Women's Canadian Historical Society of Toronto, ‘rantaction No, 
1923-24. For accounts of the ministrations of Methodist and Church of Bry 
clergy, see Section IX, Nos. 2 and 3, below. 
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settled regions to the south. Stanhope Township received some of 
the first settlers. Isaac Hunter arrived in 1855, and G. A. Mason 
at “The Point” in Boskung (or Bushkonk) in 1859. These and 
other old sailors, with their strange history and yarns, gave a special 
flavour to the Lake Onishkonk region. Haliburton village was just 
bush land in the early ‘sixties, but by 1865 the forest began to 
disappear from the chief street, and some twenty acres was at least 
partially cleared. C. R. Stewart, Manager of the Canadian Land 
Company and the first settler on Head Lake, became a well-known 
figure in the settlement, and his son had a store in the village. Adam 
Garrett later purchased the store, and ran a boarding-house as 
well. Samuel Picket opened a tavern, Settlers within a radius of 
fifty miles came to Haliburton village to buy and sell, to go on a 
spree, and perchance to attend church. C. R. Stewart at first brought 
in the mail in a punt twice a week; but postal services were more 
frequent—and the population greater—when the Victoria Railway 
ppushed into the region as far as Haliburton village, in the years 
1874 to 1878. Stewart also erected a small wooden church sixteen 
feet by twenty-four, and the first services were read by Surveyor 
Miles. There was soon a larger edifice designed by John Belcher 
of Peterborough, to which the widow of Judge Haliburton (author 
of Sam Stick and a director of the Land Company) contributed an 
‘organ, Before that, Dr. Peake, newly arrived from England, led the 
cchoir with an accordeon mounted on a frame and run with a 
treadle, His repertoire consisted of two tunes—The Evening 
Hymn” and “March of the Men of Harlech,” but both were utilized 
in as effective a manner as possible and to the satisfaction of all. 

Soon after the formation of Haliburton County in 1874 a rush to 
Western Canada and the United States began, and about a thous- 
and settlers left for Dakota, Manitoba, and the North-West Terri- 
tories. The more well-to-do simply abandoned their farm settle- 
ments, selling only their livestock to pay their way westward. The 
loss of population was only temporary; but many of the new-comers 
found conditions harsh, and they soon degenerated to such an ex- 
tent that some of them had to be induced by government aid to 
move to more favoured lands. “A far-reaching policy for the man- 
agement of this region,” reports the Trent Watershed Survey of 
1912 with reference to those who occupied farms unfit for sustain- 
ing civilized conditions, “must include a plan for the removal of 
this degenerating population.” Hardly ten per cent of the thirty- 
five townships included in the survey had, after half a century, been 

Trent Wotershed Survey, p. 5. 
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cleared for farm purposes. The population of this district in the 
first decade of the century had decreased fifteen per cent, or three 
times as much as the rural population of the whole province, ‘The 
‘Survey traces the pattern for us: 


‘Time and again, following a spur road it would be found ending in a 
remote pocket of soil which had once been ferreted out as good farm 
land, but which had, after all, been finally abandoned. Along the earlier 
colonization highways one finds long stretches unsettled to-day and with 
no signs of any former occupation beyond the mute testimony of neat 
piles of stones or occasional ornamental or fruit trees. There is not a 
single township but has its quota of such examples. . . . Often these 
abandoned farms are among the best in the settlement, but their owners 
‘could not continue getting a mere subsistence despite their best efforts. 
Instances were met where the owner had simply left his farm, often 
with buildings above the average, unable to find a purchaser. 


‘The townships to the south of the lakes of the Trent system, 
usually good agricultural land, were omitted from the Survey. Of 
the others, the five in Hastings County—Lake, Faraday, Limerick, 
‘Tudor, and Wollaston—had twice as many abandoned farms listed 
for sale in 1912 as had ten townships in Haliburton, and three times 
‘as many as had six townships in Peterborough, The total for the 
three counties was one hundred and ninety-four farms comprising 
18,085 acres, and they were offered for sale for three years’ back 
taxes aggregating $3,178.29, or at the rate of less than six cents 
per acre per year. The presence of mental and physical defectives 
and the general social degeneracy in some of these regions were all 
part of a wasted human asset; and the whole situation, according 
to the Survey, “is but another example of past misguided or rather 
unguided occupancy of townships which should never have been 
thrown open for settlement, and of the lack of appreciation by 
Government of its obvious duties.”* 


Early transportation and communication in the Trent Valley 
‘was primitive. Each district slowly developed its roads, ferries, 
bridges, and steamships from makeshift beginnings. A few ex- 
amples, proceeding from “the front” to “the backwoods”, will 
indicate the general trend. The Port Hope-Rice Lake portage trail 
dates from Indian days, but the route followed by the earliest 
settlers was usually northward from Cobourg to Claverton (Gore's 


ibid, 9.95, 
aid. 97. 
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Landing) or Sully (Harwood), on Rice Lake, whence water trans- 
port was available across the lake and up the Otonabee. In the 
early ‘thirties a steamboat was running over the route, a service 
that was shortly extended to Healey’s Falls on the Trent; and the 
Cleghorn and Weller stage-lines continued the communication to 
Cobourg. 

‘Though possibly not the first over the route northward from 
Port Hope, Barnabas Bletcher’s stage-line was an early and well- 
known one. Bletcher's Tavern was three miles north of Port Hope, 
the nucleus of a small settlement later called Dale. In the ‘forties 
Bletcher's son-in-law, Thomas Eastland, became proprietor and 
extended the stage-line. Eastland continued the carriage of mail to 
Bobcaygeon, Chemong Lake, and Lakefield; and in the ‘sixties on 
over the Burleigh Road to Apsley and Cheddar, sixty miles from 
Peterborough. 

The first post office in Burleigh Township was called Burleigh, 
a settlement four miles south of Apsley which has long been 
abandoned and is now hardly a memory. Later post offices were 
established at Haultain and at John Holmes's Hotel at Burleigh 
Falls. In a period when isolation was hard to bear, the rural 
postman was a popular if overworked official, and he was every- 
where a welcome visitor. The first post office in Asphodel Town- 
ship, writes C. P. Mulvany, 


‘was kept by Thomas Walker on his farm near what is now the village 
‘of Westwood; it was opened about 1837-38. The second was that 
‘opened at Norwood by James Foley. The first mail carrier was a man 
named Joseph Hunter, who lived in Peterborough and who, as an old 
settler still living says, “was an Irishman and a Quaker”—truly an odd 
‘combination, He used to carry the mail, which was certainly not very 
bulky, on horseback once a week from Peterborough to Walker's farm 
and to Foley's, thence south across the Trent to Warkworth in 
Northumberland County? 


During the cholera epidemic of 1832 some regions went for 
‘months without mail. This was particularly trying to families 
separated because of the exigencies of pioneering. Joseph Ford, a 
Wiltshire weaver, left his wife with friends in Prescott while he 
‘went on to Peterborough to seek work at 
‘demand for weavers of fine broadcloth, he hired out to “log up.” 
Hearing nothing from him, his wife became anxious and borrowed 
‘money to proceed to Peterborough. Mulvany tells the story: 


‘Mulvany, p. 412. 
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By chance he happened [to be] atthe dock when the litle steamer which 
carried her from Rice Lake hove in sight—an event which was looked 
upon as a happy omen of the future. By dint of unremitting toil Mr. 
Ford soon saved suficient money to purchase a loom for himself, and 
with this he worked early and late for many years in his struggle — hard, 
but successful in the end—to rear and educate a family of five sons 
and two daugbters.! 


‘Tavern-keepers provided an essential service by “putting up” 
travellers and incoming settlers as they laboriously made their way 
into the rear townships. Peter Phelan had the first tavern in Bur- 
leigh, three miles south of Apsley, in the early 'sixties. The details 
wwe have about McCauley's Hotel, midway between Burleigh Falls 
and Apsley, may be taken as typical. Erected in 1863 by Edward 
Sanderson (better known as “Britannia Ned”) who fought with 
the Union forces in the American Civil War, it was a log structure 
of one and one-half storeys in which Sanderson's daughter Sarah 
Jane was born—the first white child in the township. Mulvany 
describes it thus: 





In the early days of the settlement this house often gave shelter to as 
‘many as sixty persons in a single night, the proprietor having to sit up 
all night to keep a fire going to warm his guests. Eight miles west and 
‘six miles east of the Burleigh Road at this point the country is entirely 
uninhabited and is a “wolf range,” so called on account of the numerous 
bands of wolves that roam through the unbroken forests, making night 
hideous with their howlings; while along the road to the north for 
several miles the land is rough and mountainous, sparsley covered with 
dry pines which tower away up into the heavens like so many ship 
‘masts, Thousands of these dry trees meet the eyes, reminding one of 
approaching the harbours of Portsmouth or Liverpool. . . . Brown's 
Falls, a short distance north, situated upon Eels Creek,* is crossed by 
1 bridge about one hundred feet in length. The spot is pointed out as, 
being the place where a man named Henry Brown went over the falls 
some years ago and miraculously came out alive. The road at this point 
is extremely crooked, now dipping down into the deepest hollows and 
now rising over the {ops of the highest hills. Farther on up the creek 
are the remains of a log structure, 10 by 12 feet, one storey high, 
erected in 1862 by Christopher White, one of the early settlers in Bur- 








Bid pp. $401 
Eels was brother of “Handsome Jack Cow, an Tadian chit of the region. 
[At certain seasons there are els in the creck. 
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leigh. It contained but one door, in which were bored several auger 
holes for windows. 


‘The ancient carrying-places were not infrequently surveyed into 
settlers’ roads, as for example the Ganaraska trail, the Com- 
munication Road between the Otonabee and Chemong Lake, and 
the Talbot Portage between Lake Simcoe and Balsam Lake. The 
carly settlers in the Talbot River region, in following the portage 
trail, were often delayed at the Grass River, where a punt was kept 
to provide ferryage. If the punt was on the wrong side, the traveller 
had to wait until someone came along from the other direction; 
and tradition has it that one wayfarer waited two weeks. The 
terrain along the river banks was all beaver meadow, and there 
‘were no trees from which a raft could have been made as a sub- 
stitute for the ferry. 

The lack of bridges at strategic points was often disconcerting 
to neighbouring settlers on opposite sides of bodies of water. In 
northern districts particularly, the bridges on colonization roads 
were burned out at least once a year. Where the traffic warranted 
it, a ferry service was set up, especially at places where spring ice- 
floes washed out the bridges. After several failures to bridge Mud 
(Chemong) and Pigeon lakes, the District Council in 1844 granted 
£26 “for the purpose of building a scow and ferry boats on Mud 
Lake, to ply from Galt’s Landing in Ennismore to Edmison’s Land- 
ing in Smith.” Three commissioners were appointed to control the 
ferry and obtain a ferryman, and the tolls were: 








‘Span of horses and wagon, 15d. 
One horse, with or without waggon, 6d. 
Yoke of oxen and vehicle, 9d. 

Horned cattle, 3d. a head. 

igs and calves, 2d. a head. 
Passengers, 3d. each. 


Floating bridges subsequently built on both lakes were land- 
marks of the region until modern times, when motor roads around 
the lakes made them unnecessary. 

Nowhere in Canada was there more enthusiasm for railroads 
than in the villages of Cobourg and Port Hope, rivals for the 
‘Trent Valley trade. As early as 1831 Frederick Rubidge was busy 
surveying and map-making for a railway from Cobourg to Rice 
Lake, and the original charter for the line was dated March 6, 

‘Mutvany, p. 441. The township map of 1866 shows Robert McCauley’: name 
on lots § and 6 of Concesion TX. 

‘Poole, Peterborough. p. 188 
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1834, The Rebellion of 1837 and subsequent repercussions, how- 
ever, dampened the enthusiasm for these plans; and the early 
charter lapsed from non-fulfilment of the terms relating to the sale 
of stock. The Guarantee Act of 1849 inaugurated an era of railway- 
building in the Canadas; and the citizens of Cobourg obtained @ 
new charter in 1852, with the ambitious plan of bridging Rice 
Lake and proceeding’ to Peterborough—whose town council was 
probably wise in refusing financial support to the scheme, though 
willing enough to accept any benefits that might accrue. The 
citizens of Port Hope were not much behind in railway plans to 
tap the country near Lindsay, Peterborough, and Beaverton; and 
their railway was at least untroubled by the Rice Lake problem 
which eventually ended all hope of success for the Cobourg line. 
The attempt of that line to bridge the lake on insecure piers might 
have been avoided by filling, for the average depth over the route 
from Harwood to the Indian Village was a mere seventeen feet; 
but the power of the ice of winter and the high water of spring 
combined to make the use of piers impossible, and the line was 
abandoned before it was well under way.* 

A curious plan for railway-building is deserving of mention 
here because it touches upon the western part of the Trent Valley. 
It is the proposal of Sir John Smythe of Toronto, “a man supra 
grammaticam, and one possessed of a genius above commas”, as 
Dr. Henry Scadding described him.* Smythe’s great hobby was a 
railway to the Pacific, in connection with which he brought out a 
lithographed map. Dr. Scadding gives the following description 
of the project 


In a tract of his on the subject of this railway, he provides, in the case 
of war with the United States, for steam communication between 
London in England and China and the East Indies, by ‘a branch to run 
(on the north side of the township of Cavan and on the south side of 
Balsam Lake’. “T propose this,” he says, “to run in the rear of Lake 
Huron and in the rear of Lake Superior, twenty miles in the interior 
of the country of the Lake aforesaid; to unite with the railroad from 
Lake Superior to Winnipeg, at the south-west main trading-post of the 
‘North-West Company.” 














Guillet, Cobourg, 1798-1948 (Oshawa, 1948), pp. 71-99. 
Scadding, Toronto of Old (Toronto, 1873), p. 17. 
bid. No doubt the value ofthis project as greatly enhanced in the eyes of 
‘of pollot hy the signature athe end of "Sir Jobn Smythe, Baronet and Royal 
Englncee, Canadian Poet, LL-D., and Moral Philosopher.” Dated September 26, 
1845, m copy of this pecullar production bound with other printed matter of 
Smythe's in the Toronto Public Library. 
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It is probably unnecessary to mention that many a modern 
stream in the Trent Valley bears little relation to its appearance 
or potentialities in the days of early settlement. The River Ganar- 
aska, which flows into Lake Ontario at Port Hope, is not, of course, 
in the Valley of the Trent, though it bears considerable relation to 
it because of the portage route from its mouth to Rice Lake. 
Ganaraske (ot Ganaraské, as the French sometimes spelled it) 
‘was an Troquois village so named from the prevalence of salmon 
there—“at the spawning-place.”* The destruction of this river 
valley has been investigated and described scientifically in The 
Ganaraska Watershed, a work to which reference has earlier been 
made. 

‘A much smaller stream, Shelter Valley Creek which empties into 
Lake Ontario about ten miles east of Cobourg, exemplifies in a 
small way the waste of natural resources so evident almost every- 
‘where in the Trent Valley and its environs on a much greater scale. 
At one time considered by travellers an exceptionally beautiful 
stream, the Shelter Valley Creek supported a dozen saw mills, grist 
mills, wool factories, carding mills, and pump factories. Tt was a 
favoured spot to fish for trout, and they are still caught, though 
in decreasing numbers. Its banks were then well wooded, and 
soaked up with ease the rainfall and the melting snow of spring, 
while its mill-dams regulated the flow. But when large-scale pro- 
duction by electric power drove out the smaller operators and the 
remaining forest was cleared, the banks were left to cattle and 
sheep who ate off not only the grass but also such small saplings 
as sprang up. The thin topsoil washed into the lake, the neglected 
mill-dams broke away, and flash floods ravaged the stream-bed 
until it is now a sorry sight, full of boulders, broken fences, and 
refuse—a skeleton of its former beauty and usefulness.” 


Introductory comments to the various sections of this volume 


‘similarly Keatsio, an roquoks village on Rice Lake, is interpreted to mean 
“abounding in fh.” Until the eghtecntwenties, and in some regions Inter, sex 
talon rat up ito Late Ontario and up the seams emptying nto i An early 
fret says thet many hundreds of Bares of salmon were taken from the Treat 
{ery autumn and tat fh of ten to twenty pounds "may be purchased of the 
dans atone shilling each, or for al of wblakey, «cake of bread oF the like 
tite” (Me Smit, A Geographical View of the Brisk Possessions in North 
‘America (Baltimore, 1818), pp. 29 and’ 20). The balling of dams and other 
‘turoctions and the sawdust "tod ter refuse from mills are elev to have 
{ied the sno rn, 

The Toronto Globe and Mail of Aprit 27, 1956, wses Shelter Valley as an 
cxampie of erosion and waste of natal resourees. 
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give reasons for documents’ inclusion; but a few remarks here will 
provide the general political setting. The Conservatives of Upper 
Canada arrogated to themselves a monopoly of loyalty to the 
Crown, and those who challenged them were made to appear as, 
rebels. Sir John Beverley Robinson and his brother the Honour- 
able Peter Robinson, an Executive and Legislative Councillor, 
were members of the “Family Compact,” and Peter Robinson, of 
course, is mentioned frequently in this volume. This small group, 
as A. R. M. Lower puts it, “managed to keep the good things to 
themselves”; and he points out that as Commissioner of Crown 
Lands, Peter Robinson was found short in his accounts and re- 
signed, although his brother undertook to make good the deficit." 
‘Among the documents in this volume are several relating to the 
court case arising from a tavern braw! which clearly shows that 
while cheers for Sir John Beverley Robinson or Bishop Strachan 
were in order, it was obviously most unpalatable, if not a seditious 
offence, to shout “Hurrah for Mackenzie and Papineau!” This 
particular incident, of course, is understandable, occurring as it 
did near the time of the abortive Rebellion of 1837; but Upper 
Canada, prior to the coming of Durham and Elgin, was in no 
sense a democracy. As the books of the Stricklands, the Langtons, 
Mrs. Stewart, and Thomas Need show, aristocratic notions ‘were 
increasingly unpopular among the settlers along the Trent, as in 
other parts of Upper Canada. 

‘The sources of the documents reproduced in this volume are 
given in some detail in the introductions to the various Sections. 
In general, we may say here that the Public Archives of Canada 
is the source of a large number of documents—some sixteen inches 
of them if measured in bulk—found under the general head of 
correspondence and complaints relative to the Trent Canal. Search 
in the Upper Canada Sundries led to the location of a number of 
early letters on various aspects of life in the region; and individual 
items are from other sections of the Archives. Many of the maps 
reproduced in this volume are also from the Public Archives, as 
are numerous illustrations and portraits. 

‘The Peter Robinson documents in the Peterborough Public 
Library form a group perhaps unparalleled in value outside the 
great archival collections. That they should have been carefully 
saved, and have survived the exigencies of life, is a pleasing cir- 











Lower, Colony to Nation (Toronto, 1946), p. 229. 
3See Section VIII, No. 6 (c), below, pp. 297-300, 
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‘cumstance amid so much carelessness and so many unnecessary 
losses to which documentary, as well as printed, materials are fre- 
quently subjected. 

The Ontario Bureau of Archives has been searched particularly 
for surveyors’ reports and records of a similar nature. A. great deal 
is available there, in the Department of Planning and Develop- 
ment, and in the Surveys and Maps office of the East Wing of the 
Ontario Parliament Buildings; and the few documents reproduced 
here must be taken as representative of a vast collection of surveys, 
‘correspondence, lists of early settlers, records of Courts of Quarter 
Sessions, and a variety of other material of interest to historians. 
Numerous items, documentary and illustrative, have come from 
individuals, and these, as well as those from the public collections, 
are acknowledged in the Preface. 





Every effort has been made to include in this volume illustrations 
and maps calculated to equal the documents in comprehensiveness 
and human interest. A considerable proportion of them have been 
located only recently, and by far the greater number are re- 
produced for the first time. The illustrative material falls into four 
main divisions: maps, documents, portraits, and sketches or photo- 
graphic representations of scenes of the past. 

The maps have been chosen for several distinct purposes. The 
earliest indicate a defective knowledge of the Trent system, but are 
of particular value for their Indian or French place-names and, in 
some instances, for the carrying-places they show. Later maps, 
sections of which are reproduced, show township boundaries, early 
settlements, and Trent Canal developments, Several of these maps 
are reproduced for the first time. 

The documents selected for illustrative purposes are from the 
Peter Robinson Papers and from the archival collections, as well 
as a few from other sources. All of them have some special value 
or interest, though consideration, of course, had to be given to 
their readability when reduced in size. As the Peter Robinson 
documents have not previously been printed, it has been thought 
worth while to reproduce an adequate selection representative of 
the more characteristic items. 

"The portraits and sketches were selected for this volume from a 
‘wide choice, for the Trent Valley is comparatively rich in the 
quantity and quality of art contemporary with its settlement. 
Among others, we have the work of Anne Langton, Charles Fother- 
gill, Edward Caddy, the Reverend M. A. Farrar, and Carolin 
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Hayward, who was the mother of Alfred and Gerald Hayward, 
painters respectively of flowers and miniatures. Anne Langton’s 
paintings and sketches provide for the Sturgeon Lake-Fenelon Falls 
region pictorial representations of the conditions of early settle- 
‘ment in that part of Victoria County, a region which is otherwise 
not rich in illustrative material* Paul Kane, the painter of the 
Indians of the Canadian West, lived for most of a year in Cobourg, 
‘and the Editor of this volume has recently located six portraits in 
oil of local people, almost certainly done by him at that time, which 
we now reproduce.* Kane married a Cobourg artist in her own 
right—Harriet Clench, daughter of F. S. Clench, one of the best 
of the early cabinetmakers'—and although most of her work does 
not seem to have survived, we reproduce in this volume an example 
of her flower-sketches. 

‘A one-time mayor of Peterborough, the Iate T. H. G. Denne, 
should be accorded the appreciation of posterity for having as- 
sembled a fine collection of historical illustrations, the presence of 
which in the Peterborough Public Library makes all the difference 
between poverty and riches. Within its limits, the collection com- 
pares favorably with that of John Ross Robertson in the Toronto 


"Their parents, Captain Alfred and Carole Hayward, lived at "Ravenscourt." 
between Cobourg an Port Hope, and at Rice Lake. Marmaduke Matthews, a 
‘Toronto artist, encouraged the talent of the Haywards Tong before they became 
trorld famous’ Gerald Hayward's grave is at Gore's Landing. Edith, the wife of 
‘Alte, war also. an artist of sensidvty, and painted many landscapes of the 
Coourg Rice Lake district, 

"The Langtoa family has given a collection of her work to the Fenelon Fi 
Public Library 

“in an ebittary notice entitled “Paul Kane, the Canadian Anist” (The Canodian 
Journal of Selence, Literature, and History, Vol. XU, 1873, pp. 66-72), Sit 
Daniel Wilsoa wrote: "His fist scene of artistic labour, after lewing Toroato, 
‘was Cobourg, where portraits of Sherif! and Mrs. Conger, her sster Mes. Perry, 
‘Sherif Rattan, and others of his early patrons, were executed” With this start 
Twas able to locate Sherft Conger's portrait in the Peterborovgh Public Library, 
and Sherif Rutta’s in the home of his great-arandson, Colonel Charles Ruttan, 
9f Toronto; snd those of Willa Weller and his wife and of Kane's parents: 
Inaw, the Clenches, in possession of their descendants. A comparison of the 
technigae and colours of these portraits with those of the Kane collection {the 
Royal Ontario Museum adds to the Weight of evidence, and Mr. Kenaeth Kidd, 
Curator of Ethaology, considers them 10 be Kane's work. Its probable that other 

as well as in the United States, for Kane, 

ings, engaged in portrait work for many Years prior 10 
Journey to the Canadian West where he made his Indian paintings 
“the Etor of this volume has in his home a desk Bult inthe pring of 1845 
by FS. Clench for his own use. It made of Brazilian flame walnut and bird 
‘ee roaple. and is of fine craftsmanship. ‘The pride of is maker is particulary 
‘evident in two small scoret cabinets with red-lether covers made’ 10 look ke 
books and entitled "The Works of FS. Clench.” 
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Public Library, and is particularly valuable because of the fact 
that, although in many parts of the province the Tremaine series 
of illustrated maps and the Belden historical atlases have added a 
good deal of useful illustration to the record of the past, the 
counties of Peterborough, Victoria, and Haliburton were, un- 
fortunately, not included in either series. 

‘The manuscript documents reproduced in this volume appear 
exactly as they are in the originals; but where errors in spelling 
might be taken as printer’s errors, the Editor has inserted sic in 
square brackets. Printed materials of an official nature are re- 
printed here as in the originals, with two exceptions: obvious 
printer’s errors have been corrected, and occasional usages such 
as periods after column headings have been modernized. In pri- 
vately printed materials it has been assumed that the inordinate 
use of commas—often excessive to the point of unreadabilit 
century ago—is due to the printer, not the author, and such 
commas have been omitted; but errors in spelling and construction 
hhave in no instance been altered. The documents have been selected 
to illustrate as many facets as possible of early life in the Valley 
of the Trent, and they speak eloquently for themselves. Of the 
great wealth of available material, much of value and interest has 
had to be omitted, and other documents have been in some cases 
abridged. The core of the volume is formed by those documents 
which relate to the Peter Robinson emigration and to the Trent 
Canal; but the literary and artistic productions of the inhabitants 
have been included in the belief that these best exemplify their 
spirit and culture. By introductory notes and footnotes, and by 
this Introduction, the Editor has endeavoured to elucidate these 
varied materials and to weld them into a composite whole that will 
serve to commemorate in some measure the Valiant pioneers of a 
notable region. 








Epwin C. Guinier 
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I DISCOVERY OF THE TRENT VALLEY, AND ITS 
NATIVE INHABITANTS 


'N SEPTEMBER 1615 Samuel de Champlain was at the northern 

‘outlet of Lake Simcoe, preparing to accompany his Huron allies 
‘on an expedition against the Iroquois. His account of the journey 
is not sufliciently definite to indicate with certainty whether all the 
carrying-places were used to save time; or whether, on the other 
hand, the Indians were pleased to show him all their best hunting- 
grounds, and avoided short-cuts. A notable recent discovery in 
France is Champlain’s map of 1616," but we reproduce here his 
later map of 1632, upon which the Huron country and the Valley 
of the Trent are mote clearly delineated, although of course far 
from accurate. 

‘Not only are Indian remains extensive in this region, but recent 
discoveries have aroused public interest and set off several scientific 
expeditions, In 1954 employees of the American Nepheline Com- 
pany discovered rock carvings, or petroglyphs, four miles north- 
‘west of the eastern end of Stoney Lake. The following estimate and 
interpretation of this and various other important Indian remains 
along the Trent has been prepared for this volume by Kenneth E. 
Kidd, Curator of the Ethnology Division, Royal Ontario Museum: 


Since man first became aware of its existence several thousands of 
years ago, the Trent Valley has been 2 major traffic artery between 
upper Lake Huron or Georgian Bay and the eastern end of Lake Ontario, 
The lakes and rivers which lie withia it, beginning with Balsam Lake, 
continuing with Sturgeon Lake, Chemong Lake, the Otonabee River, 
and Rice Lake, and ending with the Trent River, provided relatively 
‘easy passage, in modem times made more easy by the construction of 
canals, Besides the facility which these lakes and rivers afforded for 
easy travel in aboriginal times, the land in which they lay was highly 
desirable, and its more northerly Tmits must have provided excellent 
hhunting and fishing for all Indion tribes; while the lower or southerly 
portions were well suited to the norticultural methods of the later seden- 
tary peoples. Remains of Indian occupation are exceptionally abundant 
in the northern parts of Simcoe and Victoria Counties, as well as around 


‘This map has been printed in Imago Mundi, Vol. XI, facing page 88. 
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the Bay of Quinte where the Trent System disembogues; and in the 
intervening territory some of the most unusual manifestations of abori- 
ginal occupation in the Province of Ontario are to be found. 

The first of these which may be described here is a group of rock 
carvings located about four miles northwest of the easter end of Stoney 
Lake, in Burleigh Township, Peterborough County. More precisely they 
are on the eastside of Jack’s Creck and about two miles south of a small 
body of water called McGinnis Lake. Rock carvings, or “petroglyphs” 
to use the technical term, are widely distributed in both northern and 
southern America, and a few are known in Ontario, but no others of 
‘equal extent have so far been reported from this province. 

‘The carvings in question were made upon an oblong outcropping of 
crystalline limestone, a hundred and thirty feet long and a hundred and 
two feet wide, situated almost at the very edge of the Laurentian Shield 
This soft but beautiful rock afforded the makers an ideal location upon 
which to engrave their carvings, of which there are approximately one 
hhundred; the exact number depends largely upon the spectator, for 
some are so indistinct as to be disrezarded by one but to strike another 
as quite obvious. The work is so shallow as to be visible to most people 
only in cross lighting, unless blackened in, and was probably done by @ 
process of pecking or crushing the base rock with another stone. 

‘The figures include an assortment of designs, the meanings of some 
‘of which are obvious enough, such as birds, a turtle, and manlike crea 
tures; the intentions of the makers with regard to many of the others is 
far from clear. Triangular outlines might equally well signify coniferous 
trees or a certain form of arrow point. Some of the anthropomorphic 
figures, with heads resembling a sun with rays of light shooting out from 
them, may represent deities. 

Many of the carvings already described correspond in greater or 
lesser degree to some of the symbols used by the historic Ojibwa in 
their birchbark scrolls which were used in secret societies of that tribe. 
Other carvings are sufficiently different to suggest that they may have 
been done by another people; such, for instance, as the very realistic 
bear tracks. Unfortunately, this point is at present as obscure as all 
‘other matters connected with the sites dates, the tribe or tribes respon- 
sible, and the meanings, are all quite unknown. It is likely, however, 
that the makers were an Algonkian people or peoples, that the carvings 
antedate the arrival of the white man, and that they had some religious 
significance. 

Paul W. Sweetman, director of the provincial expedition to the site of the 
petty in Sly 1984, har dsebed thm In dtl ss wel a he oven 
Dt the tke of & prehistoric Troqotan village fve mies to the sotthenst on the 
‘Quackenbush farm, lot 29, Concession xi, Bummer Towaship. See "A preliminary 
report on the Peterborough petroglyphs.” Ontario History, xvil (1985, no. 3) 
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1c second prehistoric site situated in the Trent Valley is that known 
as the “Serpent Mound” on Rice Lake. In actuality it is but the most 
spectacular of a number of similar remains in the area, for kindred 
structures exist—or did exist a half century ago—on east Sugar Island, 
‘Cameron's Point, and at the mouth of the Otonabee River on the north 
shore of Rice Lake. In the light of what information is extant concern- 
ing them, and in default of excavation, it seems reasonable to believe 
that they all were the product of one culture. Beyond any doubt, this 
was an Indian culture—the belief that the “mound builders” were mem- 
bers of some non-Indian race is quite unfounded—and possibly the 
Hopewell. Excavations now under way at the Serpent Mounds will 
clear up cultural afiiations once and for all. 

“The so-called Hopewellians, who are believed on current evidence to 
have flourished about two thousand years ago and whose most spectacu- 
lar manifestations include the biggest “serpent mound” known, de- 
veloped in Ohio. They were an agricultural people who cultivated maize, 
beans, and squash, smoked tobacco, wove cloth for garments, and, 
benefiting from a far-ung commerce, made liberal and highly artistic 
use of such exotic materials as obsidian from the foothills of the Rock- 
ies, fresh-water pearls from the Mississippi, shells from the Gulf of 
Mexico, and mica and copper from Isle Royal. The objects made from 
these substances have given the culture a pre-eminent position on arts- 
tic grounds so far as aboriginal North America is concerned. At present 
the Rice Lake Indians are believed to have belonged to this Hopewell 
Culture. 

‘The group referred to as the “serpent mounds” represents the co- 
ordinated efforts of a large number of people, probably working over 
1 period of years or decades. The visible remains include a large ser- 
pentine mound approximately hundred and eighty-five feet long and 
twenty feet wide, lying east and west on a fairly high ridge about two 
hhundred feet north of the waters of Rice Lake, on a seventy-aere pro- 
rmontory. In close proximity to this main mound are at least five others, 
fone of which, lying immediately east of the “serpent”, is popularly 
referred to as the “eg”. 

Less obvious remains include a village area where domestic refuse 
lies many inches deep, and very considerable deposits of clam shells. 
While itis entirely possible that the village remains are those of the 
builders of the mounds, there is reason to suspect that the shell heaps 
pertain to a much earlier people; which suggests that this part of the 
‘Trent Valley has been a favoured haunt of Indians from very ancient 
times indeed. The mounds already referred to as occupying scattered 
locations elsewhere on Rice Lake are believed to belong to the same 
manifestation as the "Serpent Mound” group. 
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Any discussion of the occupation of the valley would be incomplete 
‘without mention of the later inhabitants, the Iroquois and the Algon- 
kkians. The former are known from the extensive remains to be found in 
north Vitoria County and from scattered sites elsewhere, notably around 
the Bay of Quinte. The Algonkians are later arrivals who apparently 
came in the eighteenth century. One branch of these, the Mississauga, 
sill inhabit the area, and the well-known Indian missionaries, Peter 
Jones and Peter Jacobs, were both members of that tribe 


No. 1 in this Section is Champlain’s account of his journey of 
1615. No. 2 is a short narrative of a visit to an ossuary discovered 
in Manvers Township in 1839; and while itis probably not of out- 
standing importance, the find may well lead to further excavations 
in that locality, and’it is included here for that reason. The third 
item is a valuable statement of the traditional Indian history, as 
recorded in 1904, 

‘There is much valuable information available as to more recent 
history of the Indian inhabitants of the region, their manners and 
customs, and their relations with the invading white man. With the 
one exception of his plying them with whiskey in the fur-trade, 
particularly at early trading depots like Smith’s Creek, settler and 
merchant appear, in general, to have had decent relations with the 
original proprietors of the region. 

The remaining items in this Section, Nos. 4, 5, and 6, are ac- 
counts, by three people who had the best opportunity to know, of 
Indian life in the period of first settlement or immediately there- 
after; and they present a reliable and generally pleasing record. 











1, EXCERPT FROM CHAMPLAIN’s JOURNAL OF His JOURNEY WITH THE 
‘Hurows, 1615 
[Samuel de Champlain, Works, Champlain Society edition, H. P. 
Biggar, General Editor; Volume III, translated and edited by H. H. 
Langton and W. F. Ganong, pp. 58-62] 


‘They set out on the cighth of the said month, and on the tenth 
following there was a sharp white frost. We continued our course toward 
‘the enemy and made some five to six leagues through these lakes? and 





AAs wa al 
on is 

"Here the editors list “Cranberry, Balsam, and. Cameron” Inkest but G. H. 
INectler, with considerable plausblity, suggests that Couchichine and. Simeoe 
rv intended (se Ontarlo History, 1949, p. 201) 


‘George Copway, missionary and author of a number of books 
‘of the epie poem The Ojibway Congnest, reprints in this vol 
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swith an explanatory note by 
LAWRENCE C WROTH 


Toronto 
THE CHAMPLAIN SOCIETY 
1956 


‘THE CHAMPLAIN MAP OF 1616 


‘The map in collotyps facsimile which this note accompanies may be 

esrb bibliography a follows aca 
[La Nouvelle France) faict par Je St. de Champlain, 1616, (Paris, 16197] 
Printed scale 5.5 em = 100 leagues. Engraved surface measures 
345 X 53.7 cam; whole sheet measures 42 % 55.5 cm. 





“The map was purchased by the John Carter Bron Library in July, 1953, 
from Arthur Re, aniquaran bookseller of Paty who reported it as bavng 
{confound ina Sanson dAbbovile als containing chily maps proceeding 
fem th cy 160, Th sae ne apn he ide of or he wn 
“vee de gengraphie de 138 tables. Ex cilectone Ca, Piget Log, 179" 
‘The Chaseltn nap of “161 wos inened in he voune at the fine of 
nding ins cleyent. geographical postion. From Mise Myrem Foon, 
Ganseatur en Chet du Departement des Cartes et Phang. iblohegue 
Nationale, we learned cha the map had previously been submited 10 er 
for identification by Me, Heilron, bookseller of Pai, who, ar cwnes, had 
given permision fora phctgraphic copy to be made bythe Département for 
Br cotfeons, Miss Foncin cutsusy ent ue a scholarly note pon the map 
prepared by Mr, R. Herve, Librarian ofthe Département des Cres et Plans 

"Toe supresilyunigue print we ae deiing f clcnly 6 poo Een ea 
unfntbed age 0 the pate. IC hag no tile ne eogavers name, and no 
roche enclxing the extemive table of placoname references The sale 
Of latudes on the righthand boundacy of the map f not filed in with 
tumerals andthe engrvers guide lines forthe table f placename references, 
ave no been ered fiom the plate. Furthermore, there re mizpllings aed 
tres n the Toeations of placenames which iv alliklibond would hove 
tes comer vested in any Buta ety early proof. *Frenam Davi” ison 
Simpl of 2 cro of the fst sort while “aca improperly focted in the 
New'England area tells even move clea the story ofan uncocected plate 
Ir sddional evidence were needed ast the proof sate ofthe map, it would 
been the nen of png sev ane the iis 
tre not Black but pale ge, and fo the tue of the Indian came “Al 
Sesiny” at the LC claus of the map, non of the Oxtawa Rive, is 
Ist necesary tose a glass for deipherment. This mame isthe only one 
also whichis rad wth difieuty in out facie 





























In geographical outline, general contents, scale, and size, the northeastern 
half of the map is a close copy, doubtless tracing, of the printed map in 
Champlain's Les Voyages of 1613, entitled "Carte geographique de la nouelle 
franse en son vray meridiein’, a production admirably up 0 date as 10 
contents. In the “1616” map Champlain made extensive additions to south- 
ward and northward which bespeak his acquaintance with recent English 
and Dutch publications in the field of American exploration and colonization, 
‘but more imporant from every point of view is the addition he made from 
i ow hardwon knowledge of lage aca Tying to the wend of the 
meridian which runs through the eastern extremity of Lake Ontario. The 
newly added area portrays the whole extent of Lake Ontario, here ealled Lae 
Se. Louis, and what is known today as Georgian Bay, the earliest delineation 
of any part of Lake Huron. Running still further to the westward from Lake 
Huron isa body of water probably intended to represent hearsay knowledge 
of the other Great Lakes which lay in that direction. ‘The map shows also a 
conjectured, badly understood, and unnamed Lake Exie with no indication of 
‘Niagara Fails in the passage leading to Lake Ontario. It shows also for the 
first time a reasonably correct delineation of the Ottawa River. At several 
places on the map, both north and south of the lakes, are the names of Indian 
nations. In brief, this map records graphically the area explored by Cham- 
plain and locates the several Indian nations encountered by him in his 
expedition of 1615-1616, the narrative account of which appeared in print in 
his book, Les Voyages (Paris, 1619). 
‘Comparison of the lettering of the map with that on the title-page and 
lates of the book of 1619 suggests thet the engraver who worked upon the 
k was concemed also with the production of the map. One may assume 
that the map wae intended for publication vith the book of 1619, but its 
certain that the plan was not carried out. Only conjecture may be offered in 
xplanation of this failure in purpose. Avan unkinown date after 1650 the 
‘original copper plate was acquired by Pierre du Val, royal geographer, who 
after making certain minor revisions in. its configurations, adding a’ great 
tnany place names, and drexing i up in a decorative see, publiced it 
under the title, Le Canada feict par le Sr de Champlain .. «in successive 
versions of 1653, 1664, and 1677. 

‘The copy of the uneevised map of “1616” here reproduced may be a prook 
rade from the plate in 1619, when it was sil intended for publication in 
the book of that year, or it may be a proof taken by du Val before he pro- 
ceeded with his revision. In either ease it represents the state of Champlain's 
geographical and ethnological knowledge in 1616 and thus finds a definite 
place in the Champlain cartography of New France. The following table of 
relationships shows at a glance the growth of the great explorers knowledge 
of Canada and fixes the place in that scheme of the presumably unique map 
which this note accompanies: 


























The St, Lawrence Basin Nova Scotia and New England 


(The Lost Map of 1603.] (See ——— descripsion des costs... de la 
Les Voyages, 1632, Bk. I, Chap- nouvelle france... 1607. (Ms. 
ter VII, page 41.) in the Libraty of Congress. Cin 


Works, Champlain Society ed, 
Portfolio, Plate LXXX.) 





Nouelle franse en son vray | exploration of 1615-1616 





“Carte geographique F a ] Champlain's ms map of 


meridiein” in Les Voyages, | presumptive). 

1613. iets 
“Carte eographique de la Now- [LA NOUVELLE. FRANGE} 
velle Franse ...faict lan 1612 FAICT PAR LE SR DE 
in Les Voyages, 1613, CHAMPLAIN. 1616. 





“Carte de la nouvelle france, augmentée..” 
in Les Voyages, 1632 


‘A detailed study of the map by the present writer is found in Imago Mundi, 
A Review of Early Cartography, No. XI, edited by Leo Bageow, Stockholm, 
1954, pages 85-94, 


Lawnsnce C, Waortt 
‘The John Carter Brown Library 


Providence, Rhode Island 
September, 1956. 


DISCOVERY AND NATIVE INHABITANTS 7 


thence the savages carried their canoes over land about ten leagues, 
and we came upon another lake from sx to seven leagues in length and 
tye in breadth. From here issues a river which makes its discharge 
into the great lake of the Onondages.! Having crossed this lake we 
passed a rapid and followed the course of the said river, downstream 
continually, some sixty-four leagues, to what is the entrance of the said 
lake of the Onondagas, and on our way we portaged round five rapids, 
some from four to five leagues in length, We also passed through several 
lakes of very considerable size? as is likewise the said river which passes 
through them, and which abounds greatly in good fish, Tt is certain that 
allthis country is very fine and of pleasing character. Along the shores 
cone would think the trees had been planted for ornament in most places. 
“Moreover all these regions in time past were inhabited by savages, who 
have since been compelled to abandon them out of fear of their enemies. 
Vines and walnuttrees grow there in great quantity. Grapes here come 
to maturity, but there remains always a very pungent acidity which one 
feels in the throat after eating many of them. This proceeds from lack 
of cultivation. The cleared portion of these regions is quite pleasant. 
Hunting deer and bear is common here, and forthe sake of the experi 
ence we had a huat and captured quite « good number as we journeyed 
‘down, To do this four or five hundred savages placed themselves inline 
in the woods, until they reached certain points which jut out into the 
river; then marching in their order with bow and arrow in their hands, 
shouting and making a great noise to frighten the animals, they keep on 
until they come to the end ofthe point. In this way all the animals that 
are between the point and the hunters are compelled to throw themselves 
into the water, unless they pass through the line at the mercy of the 
frrows which are shot at them by the hunters. Meanwhile the savages 
posted in the canoes, ranged on purpose along the edge of the shore, 
fasly draw near the stags and other animals, hunted and harried and 
‘ery tertifed. Then the hunters kill them easily with sword blades fast 
ened to the end of a stick lke a hall-pike, and in this way they do their 
hunting, as also in like manner on the islands, where there is much game. 
T took a peculiar pleasure in watching them hunt in this manner, noting 
ALake Onto 
Zhe editors heels, with some omissions and one bad eto, the lakes throug 
which thoy blove the expedition pase; the error fe "Buckbarn” for “Buckhorn” 
‘The preset editor takes the view that no finality is poole fn the interpretstion 
ot Chamlais’s narrative when there were welltraveled carrying places which 
Theorie lnvaon ofthe Toqect country Grompbed ove tice fay 
of pride in showiog Champlain the tes aad mos beauifel of their honing 
the Sone} Lake section between Chemong Lake and the Otonabee 
Enh could be ct off by a sume portage 
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their skill, Many animals were killed by arquebus-shots, at which they 
were greatly astonished: but it unfortunately happened that in aiming 
at a stag, a savage came inadvertently in the line of fire and was wounded 
by a shot, having no idea of such a thing, as may be supposed. At this a 
‘great clamour arose among them, which nevertheless subsided upon the 
sift of some presents to the wounded man, which is the ordinary method 
of allaying and ending quarrels; in case the wounded man dies, the pres- 
ents and gifts are made to his relations. As to game, it isin great abun- 
<dance in its season. There are also many cranes as white as swans, and 
other kinds of birds, resembling those of France. 

‘We went by short stages as far as the shores of the lake of the Onon- 
‘dagas, hunting continually, as is mentioned above, and when we reached 
it, we erossed it at one end, that pointing eastward, which is the entrance 
to the great river Saint Lawrence, in latitude forty-three degrees, and 
in this crossing are five very large islands. We paddled some fourteen 
leagues in order to cross to the south side of the lake, towards the 
enemy's country. . 


2, INDIAN BURIAL Prt, Manvens TownsitP 
[Letter of “I.H.,” Cobourg Star, June 19, 1839] 


Hiving learned that a number of Tndian skeletons had been acci- 
dently discovered in the Township of Manvers, curiosity induced me 
to accompany two friends in Cavan on a vist to the spot 

On the apex of a conical hill of considerable height, covered with 
hard timber of ordinary size, we discovered a pit about 14 or 15 feet 
in diameter, surrounded by’ circular embankment formed by earth 
thrown out at the time of the interment; on the west side was a gap 
‘of width sufficient to admit two persons passing abreast. 

‘The mass of bones was slightly covered with black mould and large 
flat stones, and about 3 feet below the top of the embankment. From 
the centre of the pit grew a basswood tree, which on being half cut 
through and its concentric rings counted, proved to be 130 years old. 
‘A Beech growing on the top of the embankment, similarly cut, showed 
150 rings or years. Forty or fifty skulls and a heap of other bones had 
been exhumed previous to our arrival. 

‘Anxious to ascertain the depth, we directed the pit at one part to be 
dug to the bottom and found it about 8 feet from the top of the bank. 
We estimated that one-fourth of the area had been dug, and finding it 
yielded at least 150 skulls, inferred that 500 or 600 bodies had been 
‘eposited. The skulls and larger bones in the upper strata were sound 
and perfect, those in the lower, as might be expected, more decayed. 
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{In the conformation of the skulls a remarkable uniformity prevailed: 
the facial angle close—forehead narrow—posterior part wide and 
hheavy—the occipital protuberance large—and the cheek bones wide 
‘and high; many of them indicated great age, but the majority were those 
‘of subjects between 18 and 30; in stature they did not appear to exceed 
the average of Europeans. 

‘Notwithstanding the strictest search, only two or three bones of @ 
child were found, and none which could be decidedly pronounced 
female. Two skulls were picked up, apparently injured during lie 
tis worthy of remark that the teeth left (and in a great proportion the 
set was complete) were perfectly sound and free from caries during life. 

No relics of warlike weapons or omaments were found. It was evi- 
dent that the bodies had originally formed a mound above the surface, 
and had been protected from the depredations of animals by large 
stones. No lake or river of any size within several miles of the spot, 
which appears to have been selected for its abrupt elevations. On review 
ing the appearances of this vast and sequestered Charnal house we 
ventured to conjecture that they had fallen in a battle fought in the 
vicinity and been conveyed to that place for interment, thrown in 
promiscuously, and probably in a state of mudity. The date cannot be 
far, if any, short of two centuries ago. But if any of your correspondents 
better versed in the history of aboriginal antiquities can throw any light 
‘on the probable origin of this remarkable grave, it would be especially 
gratifying to the hundreds who have been led by curiosity to visit it 








3, Tur Contixa of THe Mississncas* 
Prepared by J. Hampden Burnham, Esq, Peterborough 
[Omari Hisoreal Society, Papers and Records, 1905] 


Paudash, son of Paudash, son of Cheneebeesh, son of Gemoaghpenassee, 

10 the Ontario Historical Society: 

1, Robert Paudash, with my son Johnson Paudash, am desirous of 
putting on record for the frst time the solemn tradition of the Missis- 

1A ist of Indian camp and village sites in Victoria County, compiled after 
extensive seen by Ocorge E_ Lallaw of Victoria Road, is given in Watson 

connl, Vitola County Centenll tory (Lindsay, 1921), pp. 24-6 and 
133. nhs remincences Henry Lye (1834-1926) of Hastings, reering to the 
aster end of Rice Lake, ayn: “Cameron's Poi had many evidences of Indian 
‘Sctupancy and hosile eocounters; a sor of embankment had besa consisted 
a ie hore from the mouth of the One River into the bay now known as Bid 
Sirs Bays remnant of say pottery were abundant and there were large piles of 
{nue of clam sels ia or tear the water” (Te Lye MSS. are fn pomesion of 
Min Helen Marat; Hestings and Mrs Olltet Einturt, Bird). 

Sead by Liet-Col. MC Roper, President of the Peterborough Historical 
Sock, belore the Ontatio Historical Society. st Windsor, Tune 2, 1904 
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sagas respecting their present place of settlement in Ontario, and the 
migration which led them thither. No word of what I am about to say 
hhas come from reading, or in any other way than from the mouth of 
Paudash, my father, who died, aged seventy-five, in the year 1893, the 
last hereditary chief of the tribe of Mississagas, situated at Rice Lake, 
and from the mouth of Cheneebeesh, my grandfather, who died in 
1869, at the age of 104, the last Sachem, or Head Chief, of all the 
Mississagas, who in turn had learned, according to the Indian custom, 
‘what Gemoaghpenassee, his father, had heard from his father, and so 
fon. I am glad for the sake of the memory of the Mississagas, who were 
always loyal to the great King, to hear of this revival of interest in the 

sagas, who do not appear in history or in the records of this 
country as much as they deserve from the importance of their deeds in 
war, and of their efforts to preserve peace and good-will towards the 
sgreat King. In the first place, as you would know, the Algonkins, who 
include the Mississagas, inhabited the great northern portion of this 
continent, excepting the small part which the Iroquois, their deadly 
‘enemies, inhabited on the southern shore of the Lake Ontario; while 
far to the south dwelt the Muskokees. The Mississagas were so named 
because they settled on a river on the north shore of Lake Huron, about 
seventy miles from Sault Ste. Marie, the word Mississaga meaning river; 
but they were Shawnees, part of the great Ojibwa tribe, of which the 
word Chippeway is a corruption. In what is now the Ohio Valley, the 
Shawnees dwelt in peace and power till such time as their sachems 
became disturbed and divided by party strife. One party thereupon went 
north through the country of the Michigans, and crossed into Canada, 
at Boweeting, now known as Sault Ste. Marie, settling down on the 
north shore of Lake Huron. Not many years after the arrival of the 
Mississagas, the Iroquois, represented by their chief tribe, the Mohawks, 
ccame north across the Lake Ontario and massacred the Hurons, pos- 
sessing themselves of their hunting-grounds. Coming into contact with 
the Mississagas, the Mohawks massacred small parties of them, and 
endeavored to drive them off. It being a matter of life and death to the 
Mississagas, they held a great council of war, and decided to attack the 
Mohawks, and, if possible, to drive them away. A party of Mohawks 
was entrenched at an island in lower Georgian Bay, afterwards Known 
as Pequahkoondebaminis, or the Island of Skulls. The Mississagas sur- 
rounded and made great slaughter of them, the island taking its name 
from this circumstance. The remainder of the Mohawks were compelled 
to retreat eventually, but being a fierce and warlike tribe they resisted 
stubbornly. The Mississagas then advanced up what is now the Severn 
River to Shunyung, or Lake Simeoe, stopping at Machickning, which 
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‘means Fish Fence, at the narrows between Lake Simcoe and Lake Cou- 
chiching, in order to get a supply of food. Parts of the fence remain to 
this day. ‘There they received reinforcements, and making preparations. 
for 2 campaign, divided into two parties. The main body proceeded 
along the portage, now called Portage Road, to Balsam Lake; the other 
party went south to Toronto. After various skirmishes the Mohawks 
continued their retreat down the valley of the Otonabee, or Trent, to 
where they were settled in numerous villages along the River Otonabee, 
and on Rice Lake. They made their first real stand at Nogojiwanong, 
which was the original name of the town of Peterborough, meaning the 
place at the end of the rapids; Katchewanook, above the present village 
of Lakefield, meaning the beginning of the rapids. A sharp skirmish 
took place here upon what is now known as Cemetery Point, the 
‘Mohawks being worsted and retreating farther down the river, making, 
however, a determined stand at the mouth of the river, while the Mis- 
sissagas encamped at Onigon, now known as Campbelltown; the word 
‘Onigon meaning in Mississaga, ‘the pulling-up of stakes’, because the 
Mississagas, coming too closely upon the entrenched Mohawks, as they 
found when they had made their encampment, pulled up their stakes 
and retreated farther up the river. After great preparation, an attack 
twas made by the Mississagas, both by land and water, and the Mohawks 
were driven, after a battle, in which no less than one thousand warriors 
were slain, down Rice Lake to what is now known as Roche's Point. 
Great quantities of bones and flint arrow-heads are found at the site of 
battle, even to this day. At Roche's Point there was a Mohawk 
village, in front of the former site of which is a mound in the shape of 
f serpent, and having four smaller mounds about its head and body in 
the forms of turtles. These mounds are a pictorial representation of 
Mohawk totems placed there by the Mississagas in memory of the occ 
rence and of the Mohawks. It has been supposed by some to mean more 
than this, but my father has so stated it 
‘The Mohawks fought well, but the Mississagas were just as good. 
‘An attack having been made upon this village the Mohawks were com- 
pelled once more to retreat. The Mohawks then fled to Quegeeging, or 
Cameron's Point, at the foot of Rice Lake, where great numbers of 
‘weapons and bones have since been found, and were again fiercely 
attacked by the Mississagas, who compelled them to beat a further re- 
‘reat down the river to Onigaming, the famous carrying-place, where 
the Murray Canal now is, being the portage across from Lake Ontario 
into the Bay of Quinte, and from there into their own country. The 
Mississagas rested at Onigaming, and waited for the detachment from 
Toronto to join them. Before pursuing the main body of the Mohawks 
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further after the attack at Cameron's Point, a party of the Mississagas 
‘went up country to a lake called Chuncall,* in Madoc, north of Trenton, 
where a party of Mohawks dwelt, and wiped them out. The lake being 
smal, the fish fed on human flesh, and became very savage, so much 50 
that the Indians came to hold them in dread, 

It being known that the Iroquois would never rest until they should 
return and attack the Mississagas, and, pethaps, at a disadvantage to 
the Mississagas, the latter decided to advance against the Mohawks 
and the Iroquois generally, beyond the Great Lake. They came upon 
them at their fort on the Mohawk River, and laid siege to it. After a 
long time the Mohawks, who resisted with great bravery, sent out two 
‘old men to see if peace could not be made, it being a pity that two brave 
enemies should fight til both were upon the point of extermination. It 
was evident, however, that there could be no certainty of peace for the 
future, since the Iroquois, as well as the Mississagas’ children, would 
surely take up the quarrel and continue it. It was decided by treaty, 
therefore, that the children of the Mohawk and Mississaga warriors 
should be given and taken in intermarriage, and in this way peace was 
assured for the future, The Mississagas then returned, and seeing that 
the land conquered by them from the Mohawks, who had dispossessed 
the Hurons, was full of game and an excellent hunting-ground, they came 
down from Lake Huron and settled permanently in the valley of the 
‘Otonabee, or Trent, and along the St. Lawrence, as far east as Brock- 

le. They thus extended from Lake Huron to Brockville, in the east, 
and in the west, where the Credit Indians live, a tribe of the same race, 
from Toronto to Lake Erie. The British Government subsequently 
recognized the claims of the Mississagas to this country, and the eastern 
bands were gathered together at Nanabojou, or Hiawatha,** on Rice 
Lake; at Chemong, near Peterborough; and at Scugog, near Port Perry. 
Hiawatha is not Mississaga, the Mississaga name for Rice Lake being 
Pamadusgodayong, meaning Lake of Plains, from the fact that when the 
Mississagas first came down to the mouth of the river, the southern 
shore of Rice Lake opposite appeared to be flat since it had been cleared 
‘of forest, being the com-felds of the Mohawks. Chemong is a corrup- 
tion of Oskigimong, and refers to the boat*** shape of the lake. Scugog 
‘means shallow water. 

After the great war of the American Revolution, the Mohawks, who 
hhad been allies of the British, and for that reason had had to leave the 


‘Hog Lake, or Moira Lake, is in Huntingdon, near the south end of Madoc 
township. Perhaps this Is the lake refered to. 

“Nambojn, Manabuzhoo, or Nansboorhoo, i an Algonkin word. Hiawatha 
ts of oquoa origin. 

Stele? Chcmong i sully fterpreted as “canoe” 
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United States, came over to Canada and asked the Mississagas to allow 
them to settle at Grand River and the Bay of Quinte. The British Gov- 
ferment bought both reservations for the Mohawks from their allies— 
the Mississagas—and settled them there as they desired. 

Ta closing my remarks I would like to call your attention to the 
Indians at Moose Point on Georgian Bay. Last winter my son and I 
were at Parry Sound, where we met some of the Indians dwelling at 
‘Moose Point, who had war medals but no land or annuity. These Indians 
are the descendants of those who came with Tecumseh, and afterwards 
did not dare go back. I am sure that if their case was presented to the 
Government they would get either land or annuity like ourselves. 

solemnly declare this to be the tradition of the Mississagas, as given 
‘me by word of mouth by my father, Paudash, and by my grandfather 
CCheneebeesh. 


Declared before me at Peterbor- 
ough, this 28th day of May, 


(S4.) CHIEF ROBT. PAUDASH, 
CChiet of the Mississagas 





‘abe Reet oraae, 
(ea), HAMPDEN BURNEAM, | Alo (34) 
A Commisiones ee | Souwson PAUDASHL* 


[Note—While it would be obviously improper to impute anything like @ want 
of faith in the sincerity of Chiet Paudash in the foregoing declaration, it would 
be misleading not to point out to the reader that the Otonabee Serpent Mound 
4%, most undoubtedly, the work of people who occupied the soil long before 
the coming of the Missssagas. We Nave to thank the Chief, nevertheless, for his 
‘courtesy tn communicating to Mr. Burnham the story of the belief as itis ente 











4. A SETTLER’S IMPRESSIONS OF THE INDIANS 


[Catharine P. Traill, The Backwoods of Canada: Being Letters from 
the Wife of an Emigrant Officer, Ilustrative of the Domestic Economy 
of British America (London, 1836), pp. 162-70] 


‘The Indians are very successful in their duck-shooting: they fill a 
‘canoe with green boughs so that it resembles a sort of floating island; 
beneath the cover of these boughs they remain concealed, and are en- 


2A rather disappointing M.A. thesis, that of Jean E. Harstone, 1914, in the 
University of Toronto Library, has yet a few items of valve. Entitled “The Early 
History of the County and Town of Peterborough and of Lakefield and Rice 
Take." it describes historical records of the district as "meagre"("). Included in 
the thesis is Mosang Paudash’ long and bloody narrative of the feud between 
(Chief Bald Eagles Ojebwar on the north shore of Rice Lake and Chief Black 
Snake's Mohawks on the south shore 
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abled by this device to approach much nearer than they otherwise could 
do to the wary birds. The same plan is often adopted by our own sports- 
men with great suecess. 

‘A family of Indians have pitched their tents very near us. On one of 
the islands in our lake we can distinguish the thin blue smoke of their 
‘wood fires, rising among the trees, from our front window, or curling 
‘over the bosom of the waters. 

"The squaws have been several times to see me; sometimes from curl 
‘sity, sometimes with the view of bartering their baskets, mats, ducks, 
fo venison, for pork, flour, potatoes, or articles of wearing-appare. 
Sometimes their object is to borrow “kettle to cook’, which they are 
very punctual in returning. 

‘Once a squaw came to borrow a washing-tub, but not understanding 
her language I could not for some time discover the object of her solici- 
tude; at last she took up a corner of her blanket, and pointing to some 
soap began rubbing it between her hands, imitated the action of washing, 
then laughed, and pointed to a tub; she then held up two fingers, 10 
intimate it was for two days she needed the Joan, 

‘These people appear of gentle and amiable dispositions; and, as far 
1s our experience goes, they ate very honest. Once, indeed, the old 
hunter, Peter, obtained from me some bread, for which he promised 
to give a pair of ducks; but, when the time came for payment and T 
demanded my ducks, he looked gloomy and replied with characteristic 
brevity, ‘No duck—Chippewa (meaning S——,! this being the name 
they have affectionately given him) gone up lake with canoe—no canoe 
—duck by-and-by." By-and-by is a favourite expression of the Indians, 
signifying an indefinite point of time; may be it means to-morrow, oF @ 
week, oF month, or it may be a year, or even more. They rarely give 
you a direct promise. 

[As it is not wise to let any one cheat you if you can prevent it, T 
coldly declined any further overtures to bartering with the Indians until 
my ducks made their appearance. 

‘Some time afterwards T received one duck by the hands of Maquin, 
‘a sort of Indian Flibberty-gibbet: this lad is a hunchbacked dwarf, very 
shrewd, but a perfect imp; his delight seems to be tormenting the brown 
babies in the wigwam of teazing the meek deer-hounds. He speaks 
English very fluently, and writes tolerably for an Indian boy; he usually 
accompanies the women in their visits and acts as their interpreter, 














‘Mer brother, Samuel Stickland, who was himself persona grata with the 
Indians. Seo his descriptions of them, relative to both those in the vicinity of 
Goderich and in the Trent Valley, in his Twenty-Seven Years in Canada West 
London, 1853), Vol. IT, pp. 32-53 and. 90-108. See also, relative to Thomas 
‘Need and the Indians, Secon XT, No. 9, pp. 387-92, below. 
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grinning with mischievous glee at his mother's bad English and my per- 
plexity at not being able to understand her signs. In spite of his extreme 
deformity he seemed to possess no inconsiderable share of vanity, gazing 
‘with great satisfaction at his face in the looking-glass. When I asked 
his name he replied, ‘Indian name Maquin, but English name ‘Mister 
Walker’, very good man’; this was the person he was called after. 

‘These Indians are scrupulous in their observance of the Sabbath, and 
show great reluctance to having any dealings in the way of trading or 
pursuing their usual avocations of hunting or fishing on that day.! 

‘The young Indians are very expert in the use of a long bow, with 
wooden arrows, rather heavy and blunt at the end. Maquin said he 
could shoot ducks and small birds with his arrows; but T should think 
they were not calculated to reach objects at any great distance, as they 
appeared very heavy. 

"Tis sweet to hear the Indians singing their hymns of a Sunday 
night; their rich soft voices rising in the still evening air. T have often 
listened to ths little choir praising the Lord’s name in the simplicity and 
fervour of their hearts, and have felt it was a reproach that these poor 
hhalf-civilized wanderers should alone be found to gather together to 
ive glory to God in the wildernes 

T was much pleased with the simple piety of our friend the hunter 
Peter’s squaw, a stout, swarthy matron, of most amiable expression. 
We were taking our tea when she softly opened the door and looked 
‘an encouraging smile induced her to enter, and depositing a brown 
papouse (Indian for baby or little child) on the ground, she gazed 
round with curiosity and delight in her eyes. We offered her some tea 
and bread, motioning to her to take a vacant seat beside the table. 
She seemed pleased by the invitation, and drawing her little one to her 
‘knee, poured some tea into a saucer and gave it to the child to drink. 
She ate very moderately, and when she had finished, rose, and, wrap- 
ping her face in the folds of her blanket, bent down her head on her 
breast in the attitude of prayer. This litle act of devotion was performed 




















by the Wesleyan Methodist 
Society Apood summary of the Indian settlements at Aldervlle (Alnwick Town- 
p) and Grape Is 
Gacerter (Toronto, 1846), p. 2 Trainin ia the manavement of farms and voos- 
tional edation of various types Were cluded. "The indenture for the lease of 
[given in George F. Plater, The History of Methodism in Conada 
1862), pp. 293-4, while Methodist religous and educational work 
mong the Indians there and’ at Lake Scugog, Mud. (Chemone) Take, and’ Rice 
Lake are deseribed poss. and particularly pp. 274-8, 287-8, 308-13, nd 356-60, 
J 1886 the cornerstone of an industrial schoolhouse was Taid at Aidevile, and 
4 sescrption of the ceremony is ven fn the Cohow Star, Tone 14, 1868 The 
of Temperance wat reorganized there in 1856 (Cobourg Stor, September 
ms. cla 
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without the slightest appearance of pharisaical display, but in single- 
ress and simplicity of heart, She then thanked us with a face beaming 
with smiles and good humour; and taking little Rachel by the hands, 
threw her over her shoulder with a peculiar sleight that I feared would 
dislocate the tender thing’s arms, but the papouse seemed well satisfied 
‘with this mode of treatment. 

In long journeys the children are placed in upright baskets of a 
peculiar form, which are fastened round the necks of the mothers by 
straps of deer-skin; but the young infant is swathed to a sort of flat 
cradle, secured with flexible hoops, to prevent it from falling out. To 
these machines they are strapped, $0 as to be unable to move a limb. 
‘Much finery is often displayed in the outer covering and the bandages 
‘that confine the papouse. 

‘There is a sling attached to this cradle that passes over the squaw’s 
neck, the back of the babe being placed to the back of the mother, and its 
face outward. The first thing a squaw does on entering a house is to 
release herself from her burden, and stick it up against the wall or chair, 
chest, or any thing that will support it, where the passive prisoner stands, 
ooking not unlike a mummy in its case. T have seen the picture of the 
Virgin and Child in some of the old illuminated missals, not unlike the 
figure of a papouse in its swaddling-clothes. 

‘The squaws are most affectionate to their little ones. Gentleness and 
good humour appear distinguishing traits in the tempers of the female 
Indians; whether this be natural to their characters in the savage state, 
or the softening effects of Christianity, T cannot determine. Certainly 
in no instance does the Christian religion appear more lovely than when, 
untainted by the doubts and infidelity of modern sceptics, it is displayed 
in the conduct of the reclaimed Indian breaking down the strong-holds 
of idolatry and natural evil and bringing forth the fruits of holiness and 
morality. They may be said to receive the truths of the Gospel as little 
children, with simplicity of heart and unclouded faith. 

‘The squaws are very ingenious in many of their handiworks. We 
find their birch-bark baskets very convenient for a number of purposes. 
My bread-basket, knife-tray, sugar-basket are all ofthis humble material. 
‘When ornamented and wrought in patterns with dyed quills, T can 
assure you they are by no means inelegant. They manufacture vessels 
of birch-bark so well that they will serve for many useful household 
purposes, such as holding water, milk, broth, or any other liquid; they 
are sewn or rather stitched together with the tough roots of the tamarack 
fr larch, or else with strips of cedar-bark. They also weave very useful 
sorts of baskets from the inner rind of the bass-wood and white ash. 
Some of these baskets, of a coarse kind, are made use of for gathering 
‘up potatoes, Indian corn, or turnips; the settlers finding them very good 
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substitutes for the osier baskets used for such purposes in the old 
‘county. 

‘The Indians are acquainted with a variety of dyes, with which they 
stain the more elegant fancy-baskets and porcupine-quills. Our parlour 
is ornamented with several very pretty specimens of their ingenuity in 
this way, which answer the purpose of note and letter-cases, flower- 
stands, and work-baskets, 

‘They appear to value the useful rather more highly than the merely 
‘ornamental articles that you may exhibit to them. They are very shrewd 
and close in all their bargains, and exhibit a surprising degree of caution 
in their dealings. The men are much less difficult to trade with than the 
women; they display a singular pertinacity in some instances. If they 
have fixed their mind on any one article they will come to you day after 
day, refusing any other you may offer to their notice. One of the squaws 
fell in love with a gay chintz dressing-gown belonging to my husband, 
and though I resolutely refused to part with it, all the squaws in the wig. 
‘wam by turns came to look at ‘gown’, which they pronounced with their 
peculiarly plaintive tone of voice; and when I said ‘no gown to sell, 
they uttered a melancholy exclamation of regret and went away. 

‘They will seldom make any article you want on purpose for you. If 
‘you express a desire to have baskets of particular pattern that they 
‘do not happen to have ready made by them they give you the usual 
vague reply of ‘by-and-by’. If the goods you offer them in exchange for 
theirs do not answer their expectations they give a sullen and dogged 
look or reply, ‘Car-car’ (no, n0), or ‘Carwin’, which is a still more 
forcible negative. But when the bargain pleases them they signify their 
approbation by several afirmative nods of the head and a note not much. 
unlike a grunt; the ducks, fish, venison, or baskets are placed beside 
you, and the articles of exchange transferred to the folds of their capa 
cious blankets or deposited in a sort of rushen wallets not unlike those 
straw baskets in which English carpenters carry their tools. 

‘The women imitate the dresses of the whites, and are rather skilful 
in converting their purchases. Many of the young girls can sew very 
neatly. I often give them bits of silk and velvet and braid, for which 
they appear very thankful. 





5, THREE YEARS AMONG THE OsiBways, 1857-1860 


[Emma Jeffers Graham, in Transactions of the Women’s Canadian 
Historical Society of Toronto, 1916-17] 


Tt was on an afternoon in June, 1857, that the Peterborough train, 
after crossing Rice Lake, stopped at the station of Hiawatha, where our 
‘small party of travellers from Montreal alighted. The station itself was 
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‘only a shack, one end of which was devoted to the sale of groceries. 
It was kept by Mr. Waters, who was not only a station master and a 
grocer but also a pillar in the litle mission church, 

My father, Rev. Wellington Jeffers, had been pastor for several years 
of St. James Methodist Church, Montreal, and had suffered a severe 
nervous breakdown. At his own request he had been assigned to a mise 
sion where the outdoors life might prove beneficial. On leaving the 
train my father was surrounded by members of his flock, nearly all of 
them being of the Ojibway tribe. The women wore plain cotton gowns, 
neatly made, and simple straw hats, while the men were garbed in 
woollen shirts and trousers, with red scarfs tied around the waists. 
‘They also wore plain wide-brimmed hats of coarse straw. This con- 
ventional attire was highly disappointing to my brothers, James and 
Wellington, who had been looking forward to a community of fierce, 
dark-skinned braves who might at any moment decide to g0 upon the 
war path, The Indians bent with courtesy and grave decorum before 
my father, who was a man of commanding height, and seemed to be 

pressed by hhis greeting. The women, on the contrary, laughed joy- 
‘ously at the stature of my stepmother, who was but five feet in height, 
and took a great interest in my baby stepsister, Helen, whom they in- 
sisted on carrying in their arms through the village street. 

‘There was neither carriage nor horse to carry us to the Mission 
House, for the reason that there were no vehicles in the village except 
a light wagon belonging to Mr. Waters and a veritable ‘one hoss shay" 
‘owned by one of the Indians. So we proceeded along the street of the 
fitle settlement, my father and the chief, Paudaush, leading the way. 
‘The Indian women, who were child-like and merry in manner, sur- 
rounded my step-mother, while 1, who was twelve years old, walked 
hand-in-hand with my brother, Wellington. We were both rather nerv- 
ous, as we associated Indians with tomahawks and spears; but we arrived 
in safety at the cabin of Mr. Gervase Smith, who was an Indian of a 
superior order, having a house ‘like white folks’, as the villagers said 
when speaking of him. Here a delicious dinner awaited us of fish, wild 
rice, and other dainties served on shining dishes, while the polished 
cutlery might have adored a city table, The wild rice was a dish of 
which we became very fond, as it seemed to have a sweetness and rich- 
ness lacking in the lighter variety 

‘The little mission church, to which we were taken after this meal, 
seemed very small in comparison with the St. James Church in Mon- 
treal, which was then considered one of the largest Protestant churches 
in Canada. At the side of the church was a small gate which opened 
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{nto the lane which led to the Mission House. To this we were escorted 
‘and duly welcomed. It was a good-sized modern house, painted a dark 
red, with a large garden which was fenced with pickets. Behind the 
‘church and just beyond the garden was the burying ground, which was 
held sacred by the Indians, no lawless or profane person being allowed 
burial there. Tt was a beautiful and picturesque spot. But who shall 
describe the lake—which was girdled by woods and hills and dotted 
with verdant islands? To the right of Hiawatha, high on the banks, 
nestled Gore's Landing, and away to the left, over which the setting 
sun rested in glory, was the important mission of Alnwick. 

It was a simple yet not uneventful life which we lived among those 
friendly folk, and the life in the open air soon restored my father's shat- 
tered health. One of the things I learned was the art of fishing. My 
father bought a punt and in this we would sit for hours with our lines 
quivering and jerking, and we usually went home with the basket full 
of sunfish, white fish, and perhaps a maskinonge. It was there that one 
had every opportunity to study the art of cooking fish, and it proved a 
‘most useful accomplishment. In the autumn the Indians went out in 
their boats to the rice fields and there they carefully gathered in the 
grain. The process was a simple one: the Indian possessed himself of 
two shingles, and with these scraped the rice from the stalks into the 
boat. When the rice was all gathered in, it was poured into large wooden 
pans where the Indians shelled it by trampling it (with new moccasins 
fon their feet). The peculiar flavour of the wild rice was remarked by 
all of us, and we soon came to regard the white rice as tasteless. 

In 1859 the Great Comet appeared, causing much interesting dis- 
cussion in scientific circles. Religious fanatics were sure that the end of 
the world was very near, and talked constantly of the various signs and 
wonders which assured them that the Last Day was at hand, I remember 
going out into our wood-yard one evening and seating myself on a log, 
prepared to watch the progress of the comet. As T looked at the great 
star with a tail which swept across half the heavens, my faith in the 
prophecies of direful happenings grew strong. I had brought from my 
father's study a copy of Pollock’s ‘Course of Time’, as a help to inter- 
pret the doings of our celestial visitor. But the descriptions of the Last 
Day, as imagined by that writer, were so alarmingly vivid that I sprang 
from the log and ran back to the study with Pollock's ‘Course of Time’, 
pushing it down behind the larger books so that T might never see 
again. The Indians, who had great reverence for the mysterious, looked 
upon the coming and passing of the great star with profound awe. Some 
of them believed that the Great Manitou was angry with the world and 
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intended to destroy it, They asked many questions of my father, who 
hheld very calming views of the ‘Second Coming’ and who did his best 
to keep the members of his flock from becoming hysterical. 

In their religious feeling these Indians were simple and sincere. The 
missionary meeting was a great annual event, and the young men and 
girls were trained to sing the old hymns and anthems. I do not think 1 
hhave heard sweeter music than their singing of ‘O'er the gloomy hills 
‘of darkness’ or ‘Hark the herald angels sing!” One Sunday my father 
asked me if I thought I could teach a class of young women in the Sun- 
‘day School. I was only twelve years old but I said I would try. So every 
Sunday afternoon T knelt on the seat of a pew in the litle church and 
told the most interesting Bible stories I knew to a class of about twenty 
young women. When they became excited over any incident in the story 
‘they would give loud cries like miniature war whoops, and finally became 
so noisy that my father questioned me as to the matter of my teaching. 
He told me not to tell them exciting stories, as we were disturbing the 
school; but when the war whoops lessened I felt that T had not been 
a success. 

‘When the hunting season arrived there was a great stir in the village, 
every able-bodied man, woman, and child preparing for the fray. The 
Indians depended largely on their success in hunting for their support 
during the winter months. When they returned from the hunting-ground, 
laden with the spoils of victory, they feasted until they became ill with, 
various humors caused by alternate over-eating and starvation. Fore- 
‘thought was almost an impossibility for many of them. They have 
earned much in the last fifty years, however, and the improved phy- 
sique of the Indian is due to greater care in matters of diet. 

On the first day of October two Indians came to the Mission House 
to tell my father that the day had come when the men filled the yard 
with wood for the winter. Of course we had to provide entertainment 
for our benefactors; so there was a hurried conference in the kitchen. 
We had to prepare large quantities of all kinds of food—a huge roast 
cf venison, a boiled ham, a bushel of vegetables, and a vast number of 
pies, We were very tired at night, but our wood-yard was packed with 
‘many cords of good hickory and several cords of pine for kindling. We 
always found them honourable, and even noble, in their business deal- 
‘ngs. Would that the same could invariably be said of the white man's 
dealings with his Indian brother! 

‘Becoming dissatisfied with the small yearly grant which was given th 
by the Government, the different tribes in Canada decided to hold a 
Council of protest and appeal, and it was held in Hiawatha. Intense 
excitement was created in the village when it was known that the Great 
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Chiefs were coming to hold a pow-wow. The Council Hall was deco- 
rated with boughs and brilliant hangings, and the chiefs sat in Oriental 
fashion as they palavered. One day, during the Council, two stalwart 
braves in red garb and feathers, with tomahawks in their belts, came to 
the Mission House and asked that my elder brother, who was a hand- 
some and extremely fair lad, should come to their afternoon session, as 
they decided to give him an Indian name. He went with them, greatly 
<elighted by the honour paid him. On his return he related to’ us how 
they bade him sit by them and smoke the peace pipe—which he did 
rather reluctantly, not having as yet leaned to enjoy such a rite. I am 
sorry that I cannot recall the syllables of the Indian name, but it meant 
the ‘Rising Sun’. I am glad to say that the Government heeded the re- 
quest of these ‘wards’ and increased their grants, both in money and 
land. 

‘The mission was frequently visited, especially in the summer, by 
friends who were delighted with the picturesque scenery. Among the 
most weleome guests were Mr. John Dougall, the Editor of the ‘Mon- 
‘real Witness, and professors from Vietoria College. 

My father used to go to Peterborough frequently to purchase dry 
goods or household supplies. One day he brought home a book entitled 
“Roughing it in the Bush’, which he thought was a remarkable pro- 
duction. After reading every word of it T said to him: ‘Why, she just 
writes about everyday life. I know people like those she tells about. 
[My father replied: “That is what makes it literature’. My father became 
a friend of the author, Mrs. Moodie, and after the family moved to 
Belleville and my father was also living in that city they had many talks 
‘on old times in Canada. T was visiting my father in Belleville years ago, 
when one morning, in the course of a walk, we met an old lady who was 
evidently going to market. My father bowed so profoundly that I asked 
hhim about the lady who had just passed us. ‘One of the ablest women in 
Canada’, he said warmly, This was none other than Mrs. Moodie, 
‘member of the famous Strickland family and grandmother of the late 
Mary Agnes Fitzgibbon, who, with Mrs. Curzon, founded the Women's 
Historical Society of Toronto and who will ever be Kept in grateful 
memory. 

‘An incident which shows the complications of our quiet existence at 
Hiawatha may be related, Our charwoman was of Trish parentage but 
‘was the wife of Daniel Cow, a rather riotous Indian who once came to 
shoot my father, declaring that the missionary was an idle citizen. Biddy 
‘Cow came to my father one day to ask that her son be baptized on the 
following Sunday. On being questioned about the name to be given the 
baby, she said that it was to be named after my father and therefore 
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‘would be known as Wellington Jeffers Cow. Now my father shrank 
from such an honour in connection with that prosaic name. So he be- 
came a diplomat and suggested that Dr. Wood, who was the Super- 
intendent of Missions, should share the honour, and thus it came about 
that the little Wellington Wood Cow received his name and grew up to 
be a stalwart Irish-Indian and a good Canadian too. 

Sometimes the greatest enemy of the Indian was the clever and un- 
scrupulous half-breed, who, in some cases, seemed to unite the vices of 
the two races. Such a one used to swoop down on Hiawatha at intervals 
and exercise @ mysterious fascination over the younger Indians, who 
were sadly led astray owing to his evil influence. Then the older Indians 
would take their guns and search for this destroyer of the village peace, 
‘who was so fleet-footed and cunning that he easily avoided them. I saw 
this Evil Genius of Hiawatha one Sunday morning, for he did not hesi- 
tate to come to the mission church to seek his prey. He was a handsome 
‘creature in a dark desperate fashion, and T remember that my small 
brother whispered to me: ‘He lookth like a pirate’ 

‘The next morning the village was roused by the news that half-a- 
dozen of the young people of Hiawatha had been lured away from their 
homes by this rascal and had spent the night in one of the hidden drink- 
ing places which the half-breed frequented. One of the finest old Indians 
in the church came to my father with the tears rolling down his dark 
checks and cried: ‘Oh, my meenister, he stole my litle girl—my 
papoose—she sit on my knee and sing hymns and be a good little girl 
Bur he take her and I kill him’. But he did not kill him, for when the 
searchers reached an old barn which stood in a deep wood about a 
‘mile from the village, the tempter had made his escape and only his 
vietims were found lying in a drunken stupor. A few months later the 
half-breed was found in the same old barn, lying wasted by the disease 
then called ‘consumption’. The old woman who found him took him to 
her little cabin and nursed him to the end. Before he died he said to her 
cone day; ‘T see I very wicked. But no one ever taught me—no mother— 
father very bad white man—sorry!’ However, the Indians would not 
bury him in the sacred mound by the mission church, and the body was 
carried far into the woods where it was given a resting-place under @ 
maple tree—and the grave was long regarded with terror as an evil 
spot. 

In 1860 my father was appointed editor of the ‘Christian Guardian’ 
and we left the little mission for Toronto, I have always remembered 
with affection the simple people among whom we lived for a very happy 
three years by one of Ontario's loveliest lakes. 
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6. INDIAN History IN MeTHUEN Townsue* 


[C. Pelham Mulvany et al., History of the County of Peterborough 
«+ (Toronto, 1884), pp. 218-22 


In the north-west comer of the Township of Methuen and about eight 
‘miles north-east of Stony Lake, with which it is connected by Jack’s 
Creck, is a lake the real and common name of which is Jack’s Lake, 
although on one map, at least, itis called White Lake. It derived its 
name from Handsome Jack, an Indian chief, who claimed all the streams 
and lands in this locality as his fishing and hunting grounds. He was 
considered the handsomest man among the Chippewas, then com- 
manded by * Cap.’ Paudash, of Rice Lake; he stood six feet four inches 
{n height and weighed fully 250 pounds. He belonged to the Cow family, 
and among the whites was known as Jack Cow. Stony Lake, Loon Lake 
in the Township of Chandos, and all the streams south of Loon Lake 
were claimed by him as his inherited property. He was most tenacious 
of his rights, and would invariably destroy all the traps of white men he 
ound set on his streams. But he would allow the pale face to hunt for 
deer and partridge or to fish in the streams, so long as no furs were 
taken. 

Handsome Jack usually lived in a birch-bark wigwam, which he 
‘moved from place to place as circumstances required. Although he never 
missed an opportunity of rather greedily asserting his right to his streams, 
‘and hunting grounds he, nevertheless, was very hospitable to those who 
‘were friendly with him, He would often invite the whites to his wigwam 
and would order his squaw to prepare a good meal of rice, beaver, and 
partridge boiled with a litte pounded corn. This was ‘Te Pake’, a hodge- 
podge mixture, somewhat akin to an Irish stew. The hospitable Indian 
would sit by and apparently enjoy seeing the white man eat at his fre 
side, When the repast was finished he would light his pipe and relate 
thrilling scenes of his wild life in hunting the bear, wolf, deer, and other 
animals with which the woods were alive. 

Handsome Jack was the father of two lovely girls named ‘Baby Cow’ 
and ‘Polly Cow’, both of whom inherited their father's extreme beauty 
‘and perfect symmetry of form. The latter grew up a most beautiful 
maiden; her soft-tinted complexion, heightened by the rose-hued blos- 
som of health, and her long black hair reaching nearly to the ground, 
rendered her an object of envy to other dusky damsels. She possessed 
f fine voice, and on many a moonlight night have the pine-crowned 


‘This item is of special intrest fa that Mr. Molvany personaly interviewed 
rwmerous inhabitants of the region in the ifeime of many of the first sete 
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islands of Stony Lake re-echoed the sweet melody of her quaint and 
weird native songs, the faint ripple of the waters keeping time as she 
paddled her canoe beneath the shadows of the overhanging boughs or 
‘out on the open lake in the splendour of the fall moon. She was the 
ever-worshipped idol of her father and of many others, who were 
alarmed when, at the age of sixteen years, she grew ill of a fever. The 
best efforts of the ‘medicine men’ were futile to stay the ravages of the 
disease, and Handsome Jack was inconsolable. So died the beautiful 
Polly Cow on an evening when the setting sun shot golden shafts through 
the frost-bitten leaves that futtered in the autumn wind, The old Indian 
chief was heart-broken. He was determined that his darling daughter 
should sleep in a fitting grave, and accordingly repaired to one, the most 
southern, of the three islands at the point where the waters of Clear 
Lake run into Katchewanooka—the Water of Many Rapids. On this 

land, about ten feet from the water's edge, he dug the grave with his 
own hands and walled it up with stones. Then, placing the body in a 
birch-bark coffin, he paddled it down the lake in his canoe and buried 
it in the grave he had prepared beneath a balsam tree, which is still 
standing to mark the lonely grave of Handsome Jack’s daughter. The 
disconsolate father then cleared away the trees and brushwood between 
the grave and the water's edge so that the dead gir’s spirit could wander 
there daily for water, as was the Indian belief. Night after night did the 
sad-hearted chief watch by the grave, until he joined his daughter in the 
Happy Hunting Grounds in 1835. Since the occurrence of this touching 
incident these islands have been called the Polly Cow Islands. They are 
only about half a mile below the small village of Young's Point, and can 
be easily visited by the tourist or others who would like to stand under 
the balsam tree that shades Polly Cow’s grave, A few years ago some 
young Englishmen who were residing in the neighbourhood arranged 
‘2 plan to steal the remains of the lovely Indian maiden and send them 
to England as a curiosity, together with the story of her marvellous 
beauty, her death and burial; but happily the act of vandalism was frus- 
trated. The squaw of Handsome Jack survived him many years, and 
married an Indian named Snow-storm. 

‘The northern portion of the County of Peterborough contains chains 
cof small lakes nearly one hundred in number. Some of these possess 
‘names of historic character, being the names of Indian chiefs by whom 
they were claimed, with the land surrounding them, for hunting and 
fishing purposes. The first worthy of mention is Ecls Lake, located in 
the north-east comer of the Township of Anstruther. It derives its name 
from ‘Eels, a subordinate chief of the Chippewas. Its outlet is Fels 
River, a deep and swift-running stream of much importance for milling 
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and log-floating purposes which flows directly south for about forty 
‘miles until it enters Stony Lake about seven miles east of Burleigh Falls. 
‘Eels’ was a brother of ‘Handsome Jack’. In the Township of Methuen, 
to the south-east of Jack’s Lake, is Bottle Lake, so-called from the 
resemblance of its shape to that of a bottle. It empties itself into Kasha~ 
bogamog Lake, also in Methuen Township. ‘Kashabogamog’ means 
‘take of many passages’, and like all Indian names is particularly appro- 
priate, Its shape resembles very much a hand with wide outstretched 
fingers, each finger being a long and narrow piece of water. Some years 
‘ago a wealthy young Englishman named Falaasa met his death by 
<rowning in this lake. This chain of lakes, together with Clear Lake 
three miles eastward, was formerly owned by John and Moses Taun- 
chay, two Indian brothers, who held it and the surrounding land for 
‘many years as hunting and fishing grounds. Massossaga and Kitcheoum 
Lakes, in the southern portion of Township of Cavendish, on the east 
side of the Buckhorn Road, were at one time the hunting and fishing 
grounds of a Chemong Lake Indian named Isaac Irons, whose squaw 
was a sister of Handsome Jack. 

Loon Lake, situated in the centre of the Township of Chandos, is @ 
beautiful lake of very irregular shape, having no less than twelve dis- 
tinct bays. The water is from twelve to twenty-five feet in depth and is 
very clear and cool, its supply being principally derived from springs. 
It was originally called, by the Indians, Mongosogan; but when the 
white man reached it, after making his way through the forests that lay 
between it and civilization, it received its present name out of respect, 
to the thousands of loons that annually repaired to these waters about 
the first of June for the purpose of rearing their young. 


I, PREPARATIONS FOR SETTLEMENT 


'HE SURVEYS in this Section will serve as examples of a large 

number that are available. Footnotes have been inserted in No. 
3, John Smith’s excellent and interesting survey of the entire New- 
castle District, particularly to indicate the modem equivalent of 
Indian place-names. Richard Birdsall, whose reports are not among 
those included here, was among the more prominent early land 
surveyors in the region, having laid out, under the direction of 
Zacheus Burnham, the Peterborough townsite in 1825, and parts 
of various townships earlier and later. Frances Stewart describes 
the process in Douro in one of her 1823 letters: 


one very wet day I saw two men walk past my window; one had a 
blanket about his shoulders, a pair of snowshoes in his hands, and a 
small fur cap. The other was dressed in ragged sailor’s clothes. I took 
the foremost for an Indian as they generally wear blankets about them, 
but to our surprise we found this was Mr. Birdsall, a very smart young 
Englishman who is surveyor of the township in this district, and his 
assistant; they had five other men with them as chain-bearers, etc. I 
found that they had all been living in the woods for the months of 
‘March and April, which accounted for the ragged and weatherbeaten 
appearance of the whole party. 


1, SunveviNG THE NEWCASTLE District BOUNDARY, 1804 
[Archives of Ontario, Crown Land Papers, 72 (5)] 
Diary of Division Line between the Home & Newcastle Districts 


‘Stegman—1804—Diary from the 13th of August to the 31st 
Inclusive, 1804. 


Monday August the 13the 1804. Returned Diary and Field Notes in the 
Surveyor General's Office. 
Tuesday the I4the.. Waited on the Honorable the Executive Council 
Wednesday the 1Sihe. Received Instructions for the Survey of the Division 
‘Line between the Home and Newcastle Districts and prepared for the 
Thursday August the 16. Engaged men and provisions for the Survey. 
Friday the I7the. Left York and went 18 miles. 
20ur Forest Home (2nd e, Montreal, 1902), p. 36. Birdsall, born in 1799 
fn England, ded suddenly at Graham's Tavera (now Baileboro) ia T8St 


26 














PREPARATIONS FOR SETTLEMENT a 


Saturday the 18the, Went 20 miles. 

‘Sunday the 19the. Avived at the Boundary Line. 

‘Monday the 20the. Went to the 9the Concession of Whitby. 

Tuesday the 21st. Began to open the Division Line and run three Miles. 

Wednesday the 22nd. Continued the aforesaid Line threo Miles. 

Thursday the 23rd. Finished the said Line and came to Lake Boobescugog 
at § O'Clock PM. 

Friday Augast the 24ihe. Scaled the Lake Beobescugog and the Large Bay 
iby intersection, 

Saturday the 2Sthe. Finished the Survey and returned to Dundas Street. 

‘Sunday the 26the. Went to Tullins’ Crock. 

‘Monday the 27the. Arived at York 5 O'Clock P.M. 

Tuesday the 281he. Maid out the pay list and Discharged the party. 

Wednesday the 29the. Protracted the Survey and returned 4 Plan of the 
same in the Surveyor General's Ofice. 

Thursday the 30the. Maid out the Accounts for the Surveyor General's 
‘Office from the Ist of July, to the 31st of August 

Friday the 31st of August. Finished the Accounts and a Plan for His Honore 
‘the Chief Justice 

1 Certify this to be a True Diary—John Stegmann, Dy Surveyor 








2. Suave oF BURLEIOH AND Hanvey Towystmrs 
(@) LETTER OF ANDREW MILLER EXPLAINING DELAY, JULY 18, 1823 
[Letters Received, Ontario Department of Lands and Forests] 





Dundas, 18: July 1823. 
Sir, 
Having been informed a few days since by Colonel Nelles that the 
returns of the Survey of Burleigh and Harvey were wanted 

T would beg leave to inform you that T have them both nearly com- 
pleted, also that of the Gore between Emily and Mud Lake; I shall be 
able to deliver them in the space of six or eight days—I would also beg, 
Teave to state that I should have had these finished and delivered sooner 
bat on account of the small Traverse yet to be done.—This on account 
of the great depth of Snow in the Winter, and the height of the Water 
spring, was not practicable to be done sooner than now; I shall pro- 
‘ceed immediately down and complete it, it will require but a few days.— 
We commenced running the fist line, last Spring on the 20: June, and 
after that, Salmon Trout Lake, which bound Burleigh all on the South, 
fell five feet or more, so that large bays, and inundated Swamps or 
Marshes on its borders became entirely dry and passable 
To 
‘Thot Ridout Esq? Tam Sir & & 

Surveyor General (sed) Andrew Miller 

DPS. 
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(0) REPORT OF ANDREW MILLER, SEPTEMBER 29, 1823 
[Survey Reports, Ontario Department of Lands and Forests] 


To Thomas Ridout Esquire Surveyor Gen! 
Of Upper Canada &e &e &e 
Sir, 

Having completed the survey of the Townships of Burleigh & Harvey 
in the District of New-Castle, together with a Gore of Emily lying on 
the west of Mud Lake, Ihave the honor herewith to transmit the Plans 
and field Notes of the saime— 

would beg leave to remark concerning the said Townships of Bur- 
leigh & Harvey in general, that they are an extremely rough and rugged 
tract of Country; comprising but very litle if any land, thet i the strict 
sense of the word may be called good tillable land. "The Waters and 
Lakes however bounding them on the south and west are large and fine; 
bounding with numerous kinds of large fish, and wild fow, always pro- 
ducing large crops of wild rice, and affording, with the interruption of 
4 rapids of a few rods each a good navigation for schooners and boats. 
‘The numerous and strong indications of Ore together with the frequent 
‘waterfalls, intimate that this Country may become of vast use to the 
government as a mining Country— 

AAs it respects the Township of Burleigh in particular, 1 would remark, 
that there are four species of land or surface pertaining thereto— 
First—large tracts of open rocky, barren pine plains, very thinly tim- 
bered, with lite shrubbery or underwood, and interspersed with numer- 
fous small alder and tamarack swamps, cranberry marshes and broken 
sloughs, — 

Second—Large tracts of hilly, rdgey, and in some places mountainous 
country, very rocky, steep, and precipitous. Hills thinly timbered with 
Hemlock and Pine some small stinted Oaks, and an almost impenetrable 
growth of young poplars and birches, about the size of large Sugar 
Canes, filing every foot of vacancy between the rocks. This hilly tract 
abounds in small lakes of from 30 to 100 and 200 chains in circum- 
ference, lying between the high and steep hill. These Lakes abound in 
beaver and wild fowl, and doubtless with fish. They are in the fine hunt- 
ing grounds of the Mass 

rd—Considerable tracts of level surface covered with a flat Hime- 
stone rock. This is most curious and frequently extends for miles. The 
rock contains large seems from 6 to 10 inches wide, and frequently 
from 5 to 110 feet deep perpendicular. Ths rock is usually covered with 
a little leaves and rubbish and in most places an inch or two of earth— 
“This tract i timbered quite well with Beech Maple Ash &c. 
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Fourth—A streak of from 2. to 4. lots wide and through several con- 
cessions, where the surface is bending in moderate swells and the stones 
‘appear to be broken or smaller and Limestone chiefly also, and com- 
pletely filling the ground—This is also timbered with Beech, Maple, & 
‘Ash, the soil a grey loam——The Pine plains lie in the East and South 
‘east part of the Township, the rocky ridges are all the northern half— 
‘The lime rock in the western or S, Western corner, And the limestone 
swells in the southern part and the southwest— 

‘The Complexion of the Township of Harvey is much the same as that 
of Burleigh only less of the pine plains, more of the flat lime rock, and 
as you approach Pigeon Lake on the west the Country becomes less 
rocky and in the Concession adjoining the lake and south of big island 
a few lots may be useful for cultivation but are still stony. This remark 
may also extend for a small distance down the river but with less pro- 
priety. Thus it fully appears a rough country. The rocks in general except 
the limestone land appear to be silicious and no doubt will be valuable 
for millstones. We also found on breaking them specks of lead ore in 
places and by the large black seems appearing to run through many of 
them one would judge there was black lead. These seems contain large 
fieaks of isinglass and a substance by rubing which your fingers are 
blackened—I saw a piece of black lead near the size of an egg which 
‘was cut from some of the rocks by an indian, also a piece near the same 
size which marked like red chalk and resembled it exactly. This was 
‘brought also by the indians — 

Thave the honor to be 
‘with much respect 
York Sept. 29 1823— ‘Your Most Obedient 
‘And very Humble Servant 
‘Andrew Miller Dep. Prov. Sur. 
NB. 1 learnt from the reports of the Indians that something like twenty 
miles back from the rear of Harvey the land became good— 








3. GENERAL AccoUNT oF THE NEWCASTLE District, 1827 
[Andrew Picken, The Canadas (London, 1832), pp. 153-166] 
‘MINUTES. Inspection of the Newcastle District made by Mr. John 
‘Smith, Junr., Deputy Pro. Surveyor, at the request of 

Mr. Galt, 


On entering the Newcastle district the traveller cannot but be sur 
prised that the only mode of crossing the river Trent is by a scow in 
summer and on the ice in winter, which, at certain seasons, is not with- 
cout danger. A regular ferry is kept here, which pays the nominal rent 
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of 10£ currency to the Provincial Government; the tolls are at the rate 
of threepence-halfpenny for every foot passenger, and eightpence for 
‘man and horse. Notwithstanding the great proportion of passage is taken 
by the steam-boats, the tolls at the ferry, for the season, amount to 
upwards of 150.£ currency. As the travelling in the four winter at least 
equals that of the eight summer months, were a bridge erected and a 
‘moderate toll imposed, the proceeds would not only meet the interest 
but soon repay the principal; after which they might be applied to the 
improvement of the road (Dundas Street), which for ten miles to the 
westward is in a bad state. The only objection T have heard urged 
against a bridge is thatthe ice floating down with the spring floods would 
‘endanger it. I am assured, however, by old residents that the ice banks 
before it reaches the mouth of the river, and that it does not drift off 
into the bay of Quinté, but honeycombs and sinks. A tolerable road, on 
the line of which the land is generally inferior, skits the bay of Quinté 
from the Trent to the Carrying Place, about five miles distant; at this 
point it branches to the westward until it join Dundas Street, and east- 
ward into the county of Prince Edward. At the Carrying’ Place the 
steam-boats are met by the York stage. 

‘At the first settlement of the country the only mode of communication 
to the settlements above was by boats which crossed from the head of 
the bay of Quinté by this portage (about I mile) to the lake Ontario, 
tnd thence coasted its shores; hence the name of the Carrying Place. 
‘The portage is laid out on either side in building lots. On the lake side 
flat rock is met with, while on the side next the bay of Quinté is a high 
sand-bank which extends some distance to the westward. On either 
hhand the land differs materially, and to the west is very low and swampy. 
‘At one point the waters of lake Ontario and the bay are separated only 
by two miles of low wet land. It would appear that, at some period, 
there has been an open communication. There is a small village at the 
Carrying Place, with an Episcopal church, at which, for some years, @ 
resident missionary has officiated. In this neighbourhood the Canada 
Company holds no lands, unless at Presqu'ile bay, which have been 
already inspected. 

Proceeded direct to Cobourg, and thence to Peterborough by the 
route of the Rice lake. 

‘The situation of Cobourg is healthy and pleasant. It stands imme- 
diately on the shore of lake Ontario, on Tots 16 and 17 in concession B 
Heri 0 A 8 a a Hs Nee) Foy concn a 
‘of 40 houses, an Episcopal church, a Methodist chapel, 2 good inns, 4 
stores, several di sn extensive grist-mill, and the population 
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may be estimated at about 350 souls. The trade of Cobourg is increas- 
ing rapidly, more through the spirit and enterprise of its merchants than 
its natural advantages. In alluding to its deficiency in the latter respect, 
the want of a harbour, and the break in its communication with the 
‘back country caused by the Rice lake, are particularly meant. It is, 
hhowever, to be observed that the formation of a harbour is now pro- 
posed, as will be seen by the accompanying minutes, and that the Rice 
Jake, by means of the extensive streams which pour into it, along which 
settlements are forming, promises to become the channel of great 
addition to its inland trade. 

‘The following has been mentioned to me as the present state of the 
trade of Cobourg, viz.: 





EXPORTS. IMPORTS. 
+5000 barrels of Flour. 200 tons of Merchandize. 
500 do, Pork, 600 barrels of Salt 
150 do. Potash. 250 do. bulk of Foreign 
200 do. Sundries, such Goods, &e. 

as Lard, Beef, Butter, 

Whiskey, &. 





The adjoining townships are of a fertile soil. An excellent road leads 
from Cobourg through the centre of the township of Hamilton to the 
Rice lake. A large sum (I believe 600. currency), borrowed from the 
bank of Upper Canada on the responsibility of the magistrate of the 

sion, has been judiciously expended on this road in the course of the 
summer. It is expected that the amount of taxes in absentee lands, which 
is to be levied next year, will meet the expenditure. On both sides of 
the road the Canada Company holds lands, in general of a good soil; 
those nearest to Cobourg being the most eligible for immediate sale. 
It is now proposed to open a branch road from this to meet the Cavan 
road near the head of the Rice lake. The line selected will serve those 
lots belonging fo the Company which lie in the 6th and 7th concessions 
‘of Hamilton, from the 20th lot westward 

‘The soil of Hamilton is generally a sandy loam. On the western part 
of the township it is clayey. Very extensive ridges border the Rice lake, 
which from their being bare of timber are called the Rice Lake Plains. 
‘The soil is a mixture of sand and clay in various proportions, according, 
to the elevation: on the high-lands sand prevails, and vice versa. The 
whole is, in general, capable of cultivation; but from a want of wood 
and water, itis said, would answer best for sheep-walks. In most parts 
the plough could at once be used. The large grants held by absentees in 
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Hamilton have prevented the settlements extending beyond the fourth 
concession, excepting on the western boundary and a few on the Rice 
lake, 

‘The following sale has come to my knowledge. viz. 

Edward Elis and Co., of London, by their Agents Forsyth and 
Richardson, of Montreal, to David Sidey, No. 16 in 5 con. Hamilton, 
200 acres at 15s. per acre; 25 down, and the rest in S annual intal- 
‘ments with interest. The sale was made in the course of the summer; 
the lot is good, and on the Cobourg road. 

‘The townships of Monaghan and Otanabee," which are divided by 
the Otanabee river, form the northern shores of the Rice lake. Otanabec, 
though it has an excellent soil in general (loam upon clay), has been 
bout very partially settled. Ths is mainly to be attributed to its distance 
from, and difficulty of access to, market. These objections are now 
removed; the roads on all sides being improved, and grist and saw mills 
built in the township (lot 13 on 6th concession), as also at Peter- 
borough. From the Cobourg road a ferry is established across the Rice 
Jake, whence a road runs from Banister’s Landing northerly, until 
it branches on 13th lot between 10th and 11th concessions; eastward, 
through a settlement to the mill, and thence to Asphodel; and northerly, 
with scattering settlements on the line to Peterboro', There are numerous 
‘swamps in the township, and sandy plains skirt the Rice lake shore. The 
settlers in Otanabee are chiefly from the lowlands; the rest are high- 
landers and a few English. The road through Otanabee to Peterborough 

proving. 
‘The town-lot of Peterborough isin the north-east angle of the town- 
Ship of Monaghan. I is laid out in half acres, the streets nearly at right 
angles with the river; park lots of nine acres each are reserved near the 
town. The patent fee on each is 8 provincial currency, and office fees 
and agency will inrease it 15s. of 20s. more. 

‘The settlement commenced in 1825, at which time it formed the 
<depst of the emigration under the Hon. P. Robinson. The situation is 
‘most favourable, being on an elevated sandy plain watered by a fine 
creek, which discharges into the river below the town. The country 
round is fertile, and there is great waterpower on the town-plot, on 
which mills are now being built by the government. These mills are on 
an extensive scale, being calculated to pack 40 barrels of four; and the 
saw-mill to cut 3000 feet of boards per diem. 

‘A very substantial frame bridge has been thrown across the Otanabee 




















From the persistence with which “Otanabec” is used in early records it would 
appear 10 have been the original spelling, 
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river at this place. There are now upwards of twenty buildings in Peter- 
borough, including one store which does an extensive business, and 
another now being built. There is a medical practitioner and two clergy- 
men resident here (Episcopalian and Roman Catholic), and a school 
to which the government allows a liberal ad 

‘The township of Smith is « peninsula formed by the Mud! or shallow 
lakes which divide it from Ennismore and Harvey, and the Otanabee 
river, which separates it from Douro. The soil is a loam; in the north- 
cast angle itis rocky. The settlement was commenced, about nine years 
‘ago, by a small body of Cumberland miners, who were located by gov- 
cement on either side of the Indian portage from the Otanabee river 
to Mud lake. This is about seven miles over, and the road is tolerably 
good. To these emigrants, on depositing a sum of money, I believe in 
the proportion of 10. to each head of a family, a free’ passage was 
afforded; the money was returned when thir settlement had been com- 
pleted. 

‘These settlers are now independent farmers, although at first several 
nad their own exertions alone to depend upon. 

‘The principle ofa deposit, in all cases where aid i piven to emigrants, 
is well worthy consideration. It is @ guarantee for their good intentions, 
a guard against a fickle disposition, and a reserved fund in the time of 
need for the emigrant. Since the period spoken of, many emigrants from 
the north of Ireland, and more lately from the south, have settled in 
Smith. Its in general well setled to the 7th concession, and on Mud 
Jake to the 11th concession. Canada Company lands, within this range, 
are the most eligible for immediate sale. Several families, under the 
superintendence of Mr. Robinson, have been located as far back as the 
12th and 13th concessions. The lakes and other waters bordering om 
Smith abound with the maskinonjee and bass, and Clear lake (between 
Douro and Smith) with salmon trout to the weight of 30 Ib. and 40 Ib. 
‘The canal, which has been spoken of between the bay of Quinté and 
lake Simcoe, it is supposed will cross the peninsula near the base. 
Several of the miners informed me thet, being in search of a salt-spring, 
they had discovered on the 27th, in 10th concession, Smith, C. C., @ 
spring which in smell and taste resembled that of Gollsiand. 

The townships of Douro, Emily, and Ennismore, or the Gore of 
Eni, have for the most part been settled by the emigrants of 1825. 

The soil of Douro is calcareous; there are large swamps scattered 
through the township; the best lands are at a distance from the waters, 
and particularly on the eastern boundary; and the most eligible lots for 

‘Later named Sbemong (Chem009). 
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sale are those approximating to Peterborough. Mr. Robinson's emi: 
‘grants are located on the front third of the township; the rest has been 
located by militiamen chiefly, scarce one of whom has performed the 
settlement duties required. The lands will, of course, revert to the crown, 
and, as the localities are daily improving, will no doubt be speedily 
settled. The settlers are exerting themselves in opening roads. 

‘The township of Dummer, which lies to the eastward of Douro, re~ 
sembles it in soil. The front is generally good, the rear rocky. There is 
no settlement in this township as yet; the most eligible lots for imme- 
diate sale are those on the front. A large creek called the Squaw-kone- 
gaw, takes its rise in a small lake within fifty or sixty rods of a bay of 
the large lake on the Otanabee river. They are separated by a rocky 
ige, at the highest not more than six or seven feet above the level of 
either lake, and as the rocks rise abruptly on either side, a ravine is 
formed, down which part of the waters of the Otanabee find a passage 
in the spring flood. Were it at any time to become an object (for the 
sake of mills, &.), by throwing a dam across the Otanabee river at 
25th in 4th concession of Douro, a certain supply of water might be at 
all times diverted down the Squaw-kone-gaw; and this again might be 
regulated by a sluice-dam on the ravine, which it is believed is om 30th 
Tot in 6th concession, Dummer, C. C. 

This very extraordinary connexion of waters is met with in other parts 
of the province. I would instance the Salmon river and the Moira, 
Which leave the same lake in Sheffield; and the Gananoqui and Catara- 
qui crecks, which flow from the same lakes on the line of the Rideau 
canal 

The township of Ennismore, or Gore of Emily, is generally of an 
excellent soil, loam upon clay. A large proportion is taken up by re- 
serves and surveyor’s land, the remainder by emigrants of 1825, chiefly 
from Kerry, and who are doing well. The nearest mills are at Peter- 
borough. 

Emily is settled, through a few of the first concessions, by emigrants 
from the north of Ireland, thence to the rear by those of 1825. The 
roads are yet new but improving; in the latest settlements but partially 
opened. The soil is generally good, sandy loams in the hills, on the flats 
and in the valleys clayey loam; the township is for the most part level, 
and has numerous swamps, especially towards the rear and on the Tine 
of Pigeon creek, which traverses the township. Beaver meadows are fre- 
quent in this, and are also met with in the other townships in this range: 

















"This is Stoney Lake, then usually called Salmon Trout Lake. Squaw-kone av, 
cor Sqoaknegossipi Creck, isthe Tndian name for Indian River 
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they are very serviceable to the new settler. There are two good saw- 
rill sites in this township; one reserved by government on south half 
18th and 19th in 8th concession; a second on 6th in 10th concession. 
‘A small grist-mill is being built on 19th in 4th concession. It is probable, 
however, that, excepting for the home use of settlers, the produce will 
be generally taken to Peterborough, from the excellent mills there and 
‘other conveniences. To that place a road has been opened, and the 
magistrates of Hamilton' having lately granted 302 to aid the inhabi- 
tants, it will soon be improved. By the line of Pigcon creck the settlers 
in Emily may pass by water to Mud lake, within seven or eight miles 
(by a good road) of Peterborough, and by this route many of Mr. 
Robinson’s emigrants and their provisions were conveyed. 

‘There is such an advantageous line of water communication in that 
direction that the whole produce of the back country may be expected 
to pass by Peterborough; hence all lands in the situation relatively 
favourable may be considered the most valuable. Ops is one of the finest 
townships in this part of the country; the soil is loam upon clay; it is, 
fn general, level: the north-east angle of the township has extensive 
swamps. The Scugog river, a very fine stream navigable for boats, 
traverses the township, by means of which settlers may proceed to Mud 
lake, with only one portage of one quarter mile, at what is called the 
au-boo-kaije-wenum* rapid. At one place in the township the river 
is very rapid, and, having a descent of from twelve to fourteen fect, 
would afford an excellent mill site. In a southern direction, by the 
Scugog lake from which the river issues, water communication may be 
had ia spring and fall through the townships of Cartwright and Reach, 
within seventeen or eighteen miles of the Big Bay, in Whitby, on lake 
‘Ontario. The township was actually surveyed in 1825, and thrown open 
for location on the principle of actual settlement. Many locations were 
made, but it is to be feared that, from the want of roads and mills, the 
conditions of settlement will in very few instances be performed. There 
hhas been much said against the system of demanding fees on grants of 
land in this province, which would have never found utterance had a 
proportion been expended in opening roads, building mills, &. Such 
‘improvements would ensure a more speedy and satisfactory settlement 
than any penal conditions annexed to grants of land. 

'A waggon road has been opened for about nine years from Port Hope, 
following the boundary line between Hope and Hamilton, Cavan and 
Monaghan, to Emily and Smith. The line of road is broken by ridges 

The township, of course. 

Apparently the Indian name for Bobcaygeon Falls, 
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and swamps, at which places much Jabour will be required to make it 
‘good. It is at all times passable. 

Cavan was first settled in 1817. At this time scarce a lot remains 
tunlocated (except reserves); the soil is generally good, sandy loam 
upon the west; on the east inclined to clay; in the front rather light 
Those lots next Monaghan are the most eligible for immediate sale. 
‘The township is well watered and possesses numerous sites for saw- 
mills. There is already built, and at work, 1 grist and saw-mill on E. 
12th in 4th con.; 1 grist mill on 10th in 4th con.; and another on 14th 
in 9th con. There are 5 stores and 2 distilleries in the township. The 
mills are used for the home consumption only, the surplus wheat being 
sent to market at Port Hope, The majority of the inhabitants of Cavan 
are from the north of Ireland, the remainder English and from the 
south of Ireland. The frst, itis believed, are Presbyterians, but attend 
the Episcopal service in the absence of a clergyman of their own. 

‘The Episcopal church stands on 12th in 10th con.; a missionary has 
been resident from the fist settlement of the township. There are six 
schools scattered through the township, with from twenty-five to forty 
scholars cach. The clearings are large and in good order; frame barns 
are numerous, but the dwellings are yet of logs. 

‘Monaghan was settled at the same time as Cavan, chiefly by English. 
‘The soil is loam upon clay. The township is generally well settled, with 
the exception of some large grants on the 13th con., and on the Rice 
Take. It is well watered, but without mill sites except at Peterborough. 
In this, as in all the adjoining townships, the timber for the most part 
remains uninjured; the roads are yet new, but the inhabitants are mak- 
ing exertions to improve them. There are two families in this township 
whose exertions and success deserve mention. Both came out with 
limited means about eight years since. 

‘The Rutherfords, from Jedburgh in Scotland, had, in 1826, about 
fifty head of horned cattle, besides grain and meadow land. 

+ « Smithson, from Yorkshire, raises, upon the average, sixty acres 
of wheat every year. 





JOHN SMITH, Jun., 
Dep. Pro. Surveyor. 
Cobourg, 14th Dec., 1827. 
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5, SURVEY FOR THE TowN OF LINDSAY, 1834 


{Archives of Ontario, Crown Land Papers, Diaries & Field Notes, 
722) 


LINDSAY J HUSTON 1834 


Diary whilst employed in Surveying the Town Plot in the Township of 
‘Ops ending in July 1833. 


Received from Samuel Proudfoot Hurd Esquire Surveyor General of the 
Province of Upper Canads—Instructions to Survey a Town Plot in the 
‘Township of Ops bearing date the 23rd of May 1833.— 

1833 


June 20th Thursday left home to commence the Survey called upon 
‘Alexander McDonell Esq. at Peterboro for further instructions. 
got to Cottingham in Emily the same day 

21 Friday employed William English and Thomas Laidly got near 
to the Town Plot in Ops the same day 
22 Saturday employed James McGuire and James Ried for the 
ay only set all hands to build a shanty on the Town Plot to 
sleep and cook in. 

‘Sunday did no work 

Monday 1 attended the sale of the improvements of the high- 

‘ways in Ops—being one of the Commissioners my men to 

hhave no pay this day but I had to find them — 

Tuesday Surveyed. 

Wednesday Do 

‘Thursday dismissed Thomas Laidly, consulted Mr. Logie and 

Mr. Purdy who advised me to go to Peterboro and inform A. 

‘MeDonell Esq. of the bad quality of the land I did so and Mr. 

MeDonell directed me t0 return and go on and Survey — — 

28 Got back to Cottingham in. Emily. — 

* 29 Saturday Engaged Isaac English both William English and 

Isaac English 0 have pay this day 

“30° Sunday ——— 

July 1 Monday engaged James McGuire and James Ried again and 
also John MeCarter — 

‘Tuesday Surveyed 

Wednesday Do 

‘Thursday Surveyed engaged William Rich — 

Friday Survey’d rain — 

Saturday Survey'd John McCarter quit the employment 

‘Sunday ——— 

Monday engaged Michael Sheels Survey'd — 

Surveyed — rain 

= 10 Wednesday Do. dismissed William Rich — 

1 June 1846 Joh K. Roche surveyed “the Park Lots adjacent to the Town 


Prot of Lindsay” (Archives of Ontario, Crown Land Papers, Diaries and Field 
Notes, 72 (6)) 
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‘Thursday Surveyed Isaac English left the employment 
Friday Surveyed 

Saturday Surveyed rain dismissed Michael Sheals 
Sunday — 

Monday Surveyed and finished dismissed all hands 

‘Tuesday got to Peterboro At distant periods spent 4 days in 
‘writing my field book mapping and making out my returns 


‘NewCastle District 


To 





John Huston 
Esquire of the Township of Cavan in the said 


district Deputy Surveyor maketh oath and saith that the annexed Diary is 
just and true to the best of his knowledge and belief. 


‘Sworn before me this 


J. Huston 


31st day of May 1834. 
R, Henry 1P. 


Ill. SETTLEMENT AND PIONEER LIFE 


1: CHARACTERISTICS of general settlement and early life in the 

region are exemplified in this Section. Several plans for settle- 
ment, some of them abortive, are included. To obtain action in 
promised surveys or grants, petitions were often necessary, as in 
No. 3. Pioneer conditions in some of the earliest settlements are 
well described in Nos. 2 and 7. No. 5, a letter of Admiral Van- 
Sittart relative to his proposed settlement in Bexley Township near 
Balsam Lake, opens up an intriguing episode in pioncering about 
which comparatively little is known. No. 9 is an interesting docu- 
ment relative to settlement at the mouth of the Trent (Trent Port 
or Trenton). Nos. 11 and 12 illustrate conditions of settlement in 
the northern townships just prior to Confederation, 1867, which 
is the limit of the period under review in this volume. It has been 
considered preferable for purposes of comparison to keep the ex- 
cerpts from the prose writings of early settlers largely in one place 
(Section XI), and a great deal of valuable material on settlement 
and pioneer ‘experiences is consequently to be found in that 
Section, 








1. EARLY PLANS FOR SETTLEMENT 
(a) CHARLES FOTHERGILL PLANS A SETTLEMENT NEAR RICE LAKE, 1817 
[Public Archives of Canada, Upper Canada Sundries, 1817] 


May it please your Excellency 

[ trust your Excellency will pardon my accompanying the enclosed 
with a request for the honor of an interview in which T might further 
explain the views T have ventured to entertain, along with a few gentle- 
men of my acquaintance shortly expected from England, in respect of a 
settlement to be made in Upper Canada— 

—I have taken the liberty of enclosing the copies of two letters 
addressed by myself to Henry Goulburne Esq’, with their answers, in 
order that your Excellency might perceive, in some measure the nature 
& extent of my designs—and that my wishes extend somewhat beyond 
the limits of those grants which [ have understood are usually made to 
‘mere, ordinary, farmers— 

—On my arrival at Quebec, and my having the honor of an interview 
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with his Excellency Sir John C. Sherbrooke—after explaining the nature 
‘of my views—he returned the letter addressed to him by the Secretary 
cof State at home—with a desire that I would give it to your Excellency, 
‘& with an assurance that, from your Excellency's indulgence & liberality, 
T might hope for everything for which I had expressed a desire— 
Being an entire stranger to your Excellency I can have no claims to 
urge for any particular indulgence or attention—I can only declare my 
hopes & in soliciting an opportunity further to explain them entreat 
your pardon for the manner, perhaps irregular—in which I have 
Yentured thus to introduce myself— 
Thave the honor to subscribe myself, 
With the highest Consideration & respect, 
Your Excelency's 
Most obedt & very humble Serv— 
Charles Fothergill 





Jordan's 
‘The York Hotel 
Monday Morning 
March 10th 
1817 


(b) FOTHERGILL’s PLAN, 1817 
[Public Archives of Canada, Upper Canada Sundries, 1817] 


May it please your Excellency 

Encouraged by the kindness and condescension with which your 
Excellency listened to my proposal for the formation of a new settle- 
‘ment upon the Rice-Lake, and the readiness with which I was furnished 
with the means of procuring Major Wilmot's assistance—I hasten to lay 
before your Excellency the result of my further enquiries, & to solicit 
‘an opportunity of explaining it more fully 

—Thad the misfortune to pass the Dpy Surveyor on the road, & to 
lose his personal assistance;— but, having procured a man well 
acquainted with the country and with the lines of the new Township, so 
far at least as they are run out, I have been enabled, after going over 
the ground, to ascertain all that is necessary—It appears that the new 
‘Township will not touch upon the Rice-Lake, but that it will leave a 
large broken front to the Eastward extending to that Lake—This tract will 
be probably about 8 miles long, by a breadth of from half a mile to 
3dr even 5, miles in extent—in which space is comprehended a 
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district of land admirably well calculated for the kind of setlement 1 
wish, on bebalf of myself and friends, 10 form— 

‘Lam perfectly well satisfied with its advantages, and have only to 
pray that it may be speedily reclaimed—There is already one broken 
‘Township on the opposite side of the Lake; this tract, forming another 
‘of nearly equal extent—will il up @ gap in the chain of settlement, and 
round off the cultivated lands in that quarter as far as the Indian pos- 
sessions;—it wll form a valuable back country productive of advantages 
to the front Townships, & water-communication to the Colony at large, 
of the frst importance—The outlet to this back country will be by 
Smith's Creek, where an excellent harbour for schooners & small 
craft might be formed at no very considerable expense—and I think, by 
‘means of the kind of population I hope to see there, a considerable 
commerce in various kinds of valuable produce, might in a short time 
be carried on—I have already taken some steps towards the improve 
ment of this outlet which, together with some other particulars con- 
nected with an extended plan of settlement, T am desirous of stating 
to your Excellency—more fully than ean be done in a note—when I 
can have the honour of another interview— 

With the sanetion, and under the kind auspices of your Excellency I 
trust that much may be done by a few ardent, enterprising, minds acting 
upon a body of chosen settlers in so fine a country—Fill of this hope, 
and with lively feelings of gratitude, mingled with those of the highest 
Consideration & respect, Ihave the honour to subseribe myself 

‘Your Excellency's 
most obed* & very humble servt 
‘Charles Fothergill® 
The York Hotel—March 29th 


‘the authority on Charles Fothergill (1782-1840) is James L. Bailie of the 
Royal Ontario Museum (see Canedian Historical Review, Vol. XXV; December 
1944, pp. 376-96). Fothersil, among many other activities, was the author of 
A Sketch of the Present State of Cancla (York, 1822), and other essays. He 
‘as sasciated with Adam Scott in the erection of the grist and raw mill atthe 
Lite Lake mouth of Fackton Park Creek. His plans to stle frends in Monaghan 
do not appear to have matured, but he was prominent in various business enter- 
prises, He knew the Indians well and Kept shooting lodge at the mouth of the 
Gronahee, In the Legislative Assembly and in his newspaper he became increas: 
ingly critical of the goveroment and was dismissed as King’s Printer. He was & 
noted naturalist, and his manuscript journals on birds are a prized possession of 
the Royal Ontario Museum, His interest in the Indian Ted him to tntercede tn 
Inchalf of an Indian boy convicted of shooting play fellow (see Charles Fother~ 
{il to Sir Peregrine Maitland, from Blai’s Tavern, Clarke Township, September 
436, 1820, Upper Canada Sundries, Public Archives of Canadas and wih reference 
{o'Adam Soot, founder of Peterborough, see the Introduction, pp. Xi, xii) 
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2. PETERBOROUGH CouNTY's Finsr SETTLERS, 1818 
‘THE TOWNSHIP OF SMITH. 


[Thomas W. Poole, A Sketch of the Early Settlement and Subsequent 
Progress of the Town of Peterborough, and of Each Township in the 
County of Peterborough (Peterborough, 1867), pp. 123-7) 


‘The survey of the township of Smith was just completed in 1818 
when a number of colonists who had sailed that year from Cumber- 
Jand, in England, found their way to that township for the purpose of 
forming a settlement, There was as yet no semblance of road through 
the almost unbroken forest from Port Hope, and they accordingly 
‘chose the route by way of Rice Lake and the Otonabee river. On arriv- 
ing at Smith the first thing done was to erect a temporary log house on 
the first lot west of the communication road, which is a small triangular 
piece of ground just outside of the present limits of the Town of Peter- 
borough. Here they lived in common until, by mutual assistance, small 
houses or shanties were erected on their several lots, to which they then 
removed. 

"The names of those first settlers who comprised this group were 
William Dixon and his family of five sons, Joseph Lee and his sons John 
and George; Robert Millburn, Robert Walton, John Walton (not the 
late Reeve and no relative), Walton Wilson, Thomas W. Millburn, 
Jobn Smith and his son Joseph Smith. These were commonly spoken of 
collectively as ‘the colony’ settlers, to distinguish them from others of 
an early period. 

‘The following were also among the early pioncers, having settled in 
the township during the same season (1818) and but a little while later 
than those already named: John Harvey, Ralph Bickerton, Alexander 
Morrison, Jacob Bromwell, Robert Nicholson, James Mann and his son 
James, Thos. Lockhart, and John Yates. Among those from one to 
three years later were Walter McKibbon, Samuel McKibbon, William 
‘Tully, Thomas Robinson, Isaac Nicholson, Silas Pearson, Joseph Walton 
and sons, the eldest of which was the late Reeve of Smith; Matthew 


Dr. Thomas Poole (1891-1905), 2 medical graduate of Victoria University, 
Ccobourg, who was bora in 1831, served the Newestle Distet n several capaiin 
Sher tn that of ctor in Arphodl Township, Lindsay, and Peterborough. He 
fas for some sme editor of the Peterorough Weekly Review, Superintendent 
{OF Schouls Tor Asphodel, and he author of a histry ofthe County wc 

tthe caret al most valuable of Canadas loa! ores The vo 

tt of 

‘Sulnt stout both of them and produced a well-blansed volume based upon 
Sune recon abd laformaton from the eat setier, any of whom were 
Sill aie when he wrote, We have been tnable fo locke a photograph of Dr 
Poot 
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and Richard Bell, John Edmison, Ephraim Jackson and sons, and 
‘Thomas Millburn 

‘These names constitute the roll of honour among the early settlers 
of Smith—men who, by their courage in penetrating the forest and their 
‘example in enduring and finally overcoming its difficulties and hard- 
ships, laid the foundation of a fine settlement, in connection with which 
it is but fitting that their names should be remembered as those of 
practical patriots whose deeds remain, and the fruit of whose earnest 
ness and industry it is to be hoped their children will long enjoy. 

‘The first requisite to procure land in those days was to take the oath 
of allegiance, on which a certificate was issued as evidence of the fact. 
A location ticket for the lot sought was then granted, for which a small 
fee was charged. Owing to the wild and unsettled state of the town- 

when the first of these were issued, ‘the colony’ or first settlers were 
not required to make any other payment than this mere nominal one: 
‘but in later years a fee of $25 was charged to others on the issuing of 
their deed. Before a full title to the land was procured an affidavit made 
by two persons, setting forth that the settlement duties were performed 
and a house at least 18 by 20 feet in size erected, had to be presented 
at the land office, which for some years rendered a second journey to 
‘Toronto a matter of necessity. The performance of the settlement duties 
‘was not so rigidly exacted in this township as in Otonabee, in con- 
rection with which they will be more clearly described. 

‘The first settlers in Smith encountered difficulties and privations of 
Which we, in after times, can have but a faint conception. Unaccustomed 
as many of them were to the new scenes in which they found themselves 
placed, with scant provisions and separated by long wastes of wood and 
water from their fellow-kind, their situation, with their wives and 
‘ones, must have been at times appalling; and by less indomitable spirits 
would have been relinquished in despair. Looking back upon it now, 
in the light of their present prosperity, what have they not achieved! 
Such brave men are the true patriots, whose names deserve to be handed 
down in the annals of our history to future generations. 

During the first few years great dificulties were often felt in procur- 
ing the necessary provisions with which to support life. These had to be 
brought all the way from Port Hope or Cobourg in the most laborious 
‘manner and in the total absence of even the most ordinary roads, the 
only guide being the ‘blaze’ upon the trees through the interminable 
forest in which they seemed entombed. Under these circumstance: 
not to be wondered at that whole families were often for weeks without 
tasting bread, and that the herbs and succulent roots of the rich woods 
were often called into requisition to lengthen out their scanty fare. 
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Late in the autumn, during one of these critical junctures, a number 
of the younger men ofthe settlement started in company for Port Hope 
to bring in a supply of provisions, of which their families began to be 
sorely in need. The journey was made by way of the Otonabee river and 
Rice Lake, and on their way back to their expectant houscholds they 
encamped on an island in Rice Lake. The season was already advanced, 
and a keen frost seting in, what was their surprise and mortification 
to find themselves next moming hemmed in by an iey barrier which 
stretched away in the distance and blocked up the mouth of the river 
through which their course lay. Imagine their impatience at being thus 
delayed, well knowing that during their absence their loved ones were 
living on short allowance, and their children vainly stretching out their 
hands for bread. On the next day the ice had become suficiently firm to 
support them, and they proceeded on their way over its glassy surface, 
dragging theit canoe with their provisions behind them. This is but @ 
sample of the difficulties of which those early years furnish many ex- 
amples. 

[Not even after their first small clearings were made and they began 
to sow and reap their tiny harvests was their condition greatly improved. 
How they watched the wheat as it grew, and tasted of the pulpy grain 
as it hardened and matured in the kernel! But there was no mill, and 
their utmost ingenuity could not convert it into the bread for which 
they longed with all the force of early relish, In this dilemma the stumps 
of tees, or some of the larger logs, were hollowed out into pot-shaped 
cavities, in which a huge mallet was made to fall to erush the grain, the 
process being aided by the spring of a sapling bent over for that pur- 
pote, or the unwieldy lever stil used for raising the bucket in farm 
‘wells, Wheat was boiled, roasted, and as a food for children was even 
chewed by their parents, besides being thus pounded, in order to convert 
it ito food. 

‘The more robust and vigorous, indeed, not unfrequently shouldered 
a bag of wheat and cartied it through the woods of Monaghan, Cavan, 
and Hope to Smith's Creek, as Port Hope was then calle, returning with 
it ground, to the great joy of the household. On such joumeys it was 
usual to take along a supply of potatoes to be eaten on the way, a 
sulfcieney being concealed beneath some friendly root or convenient 
‘wind-fall at about midway ofthe distance to be used on the way home. 

‘Alte later an apology for a mill was erected on Galloway's Creek, 
in Cavan, and a now leading and wealthy farmer in Smith informs us 
that after the family were two weeks without flour he, then a young 
‘man, took the oxen and the sleigh and wended his way through the 
‘woods to Galloway's. Winter was setting in, and he found the 
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silent and the water wheel frozen and immovable, Determined to have 
the flour, he set to work with a will, but after chopping away the ice and 
spending nearly all night in clearing obstructions, a few rounds was the 
‘utmost the machine could be urged to go, and he had to trudge back 
‘weary and disappointed. 

‘About the year 1821 the little mill erected by Mr. Adam Scott, on the 
bank of the Otonabee at Peterborough, and which has been ‘already 
described, was set in motion, and, imperfect though it was, it must 
nevertheless have been a great boon to settlers so situated. 

‘A small grist mill was erected by Jacob Bromwell, one of the early 
settlers in Smith, which came into operation just before the mill erected 
by the Government in 1827. Bromwell’s mill was a frame structure 
erected at the mouth of a small creck which enters the Otonabee river 
just below Mr. Snyder's saw mill. In point of size and usefulness it was, 
about on a par with Adam Scott's; and was but a brief time in use, the 
‘erection of the larger mill referred to having superseded the necessity 
for both of these lesser structures. 

‘A deputation from the early settlers in Smith waited upon His Excel- 
lency, Sir Peregrine Maitland, to express the disadvantages under which 
they labored; but as reference has already been made to the incidents of 
that occasion they need not be repeated here. With the erection of the 
sist mill at Peterborough by the Government a new era dawned upon 
the settlers in this as well as the adjacent townships, and thenceforward 
their prosperity and success were fully assured. 

‘The present excellent roads in Smith were only brought to their pres- 
ent perfection after long years of successive improvement and the outlay 
‘of large sums of money. In 1831 a writer in the Cobourg Star described 
the communication road as scarcely passable for ox teams, and filled 
with boulders, stumps, and other obstructions. In 1832 £100 was 
granted by the U.C. Legislature to improve this road, and further sums 
in later years. 


3. Tae SETTLEMENT oF OTONABEE TowNsmP 
(@) PETITION oF SETTLERS, 1819 
[Public Archives of Canada, Upper Canada Sundries, 1819] 
Hamilton, Newcastle District, 
12 Nov’, 1819. 
Sit, 
Tam desired by the Subscribers of the included Petition to forward 
it to you, and to request that you will be pleased to lay it before His 
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Excellency the Lieut. Governor. For His Excellency’s information there 
is a List subjoined of all the Families who have signed the Petition. 

Hoping that it will meet His Excellency's approbation and concur- 
renee, and that you will be pleased to communicate the same, I beg 
leave to subscribe myself 

Sir, 
‘your most obd' hble Servt. 
Edward MMahon esquire ‘Thomas Carr 
‘Acting Secretary &. 


To His Excellency Sir Peregrine Maitland, Knight, Commander of the 
Most Honorable Military Order of the Bath, Lieutenant Governor of 
the Province of Upper Canada, Major General commanding His 
Majesty's Forces therein, &. &c.; the Petition of the undersigned Emi- 
grants humbly sheweth, 

‘That your Excellency's Petitioners are Emigrants from different parts 
of Great Britain, and arrived in the Township of Hamilton during the 
last summer, with an intention to setle in its neighbourhood. 

‘That, having understood that a tract of Land, situated on the north 
side of the Rice Lake, and lying upon the Ottonabie river, was shortly 
to be surveyed to form a new Township for the location of Setters in 
general, your Petitioners, thinking it an eligible situation, and preferring 
it to more remote Townships, have waited, with considerable incon 
venience and expence, for the completion of its survey, in order to 
procure their Lands in it. 

‘That your Petitioners are now informed, by respectable authorities 
that itis the intention of Your Excellency to reserve the said Township 
exclusively for naval Officers and Seamen. 

‘That many of your Petitioners, having nearly exhausted their small 
fonds, and having no prospect of obtaining steady employment during 
the winter, will be put to great inconvenience and hardships, unless 
‘Your Excellency will be pleased to grant them Lands, which they may 
be advantageously employed in clearing and preparing for a spring crop. 

Your Petitioners therefore most humbly entreat, that Your Excellency 
will be pleased to allow them, together with persons belonging to the 
Navy, to participate [in] the advantages offered by the said Township, 
as a Settlement towards which their hopes and their wishes have been 
steadily directed, by allowing them to obtain their Grants of Land there, 
as soon as it shall be in a state of readiness to receive them. And Your 
Petitioners as in duty bound, shall ever pray, &. 











2800 Section XI, No. 2, for a biographical note, 
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‘Thomas Plews John Plews 
W" Cosgrave William Neads 
James Lowes George Wilson 
John Lacy’s X mark George Greenbank’s X mark 
‘Andrew Carr William Howson 
‘Thot Scott William Howson for George Howson 
William Bateson ‘Tho* Robertson 
William Bateson jun* James Hunter 
‘Thomas Bateson ‘Thomas Nelson 
John M'Nie John O'Bryan 
Geo. Clark Wm. Fleming 
‘Ambrose Male Ralph Davidson 
Henry Lindsay Anthony Blezard 
Robert Ferguson John McIntosh 
Andrew Nelson. Tat Radcliffe 
for himself and John and Toba Betty 
William Nelson ‘Alexander Noble 
John Blezard Peter Robertson 
Rich Dale James M’Carthey 
Thot Carr James Robertson 
Henry Adamson John Hutchison 
William Watson John Ainlay 
‘Thomas Autard John Barnet 


May it please Your Excellency, 

‘We the undersigned Commissioners of the 
Land-board, and Magistrates of the District of Newcastle, do certify 
that the circumstances stated in the foregoing Petition are, according 
to the best of our Knowledge, correct; and we humbly recommend the 
Petitioners to Your Excellency’s attention and favour, as persons of 
sober and industrious habits. 





Zacheus Burnham J.P. DMG Rogers. 
H. Rattan J.P. Walter Boswell. 
R Henry 3 Elias Jones. 

T Ward. 


Settlers’ Names, and the number of their respective Families 
‘Men Women Chdn & Young Persons Total 


Jobn Lacy 1 1 7 9 
William Needs 1 1 5 7 
John Nelson 1 1 5 7 
George Wilson 1 £ 5 7 


© 


Thomas Robertson 
Andrew Carr 
‘Ambrose Male 
John Blezard 
ohn Mclntosh 
Richard Dale 
‘Thomas Autard 
Henry Lindsay 
James Randolph 
‘Anthony Blezard 
William Watson 
Jobn Henly 
‘Thomas Plews 
William Howson 
William Fleming 
William Bateson 
William Bateson 
‘Thomas Carr 
John Yates 
George Howson 
James Hunter 
Thomas Bateson 
John MeNie 
‘Andrew Nelson 
William Nelson 
John O'Bryan 
Robert Ferguson 
Thomas Nelson 
Alexander Noble 
John Plews 
James Laws 
George Clark 
George Greenbank 
Ralph Davidson 
John Betty 
Thomas Scott 
James M'Carthy 
Henry Adamson 
John Barnet 
Peter Robertson 
James Robertson 
John Hutchinson 
William Cosgrave 
Total 
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(b) LETTER OF MARCUS F. WHITEHEAD, INQUIRING ON BEHALF OF 
SEITLeRs, 1819 


[Public Archives of Canada, Upper Canada Sundries, 1819 


Hope 3** Decemb® 1819 
Major Hiller, 
Sir, 

A wish to satisfy the constant inquiries of the 
Settlers, (as well as Motives of interest) induces me to beg the favor of 
you, to inform me whether you are acquainted with His Excellency the 
Lieut. Governor’s intentions, with regard to the disposal of the Town- 
ship of Land, now Surveying at the Rice Lake. Reports say, that it is 
intended for the Navy only, while the Majority of the Gentlemen, of the 
Land Board assure me that it wil be open for all descriptions of Settlers. 
therefore I am quite unable to give the Emigrants any determined satis- 
faction on the subject. 

T would also beg the favor of you, to request M* Baby to oblige me 
with some particular instructions, as to my duty as Collector. I feel 
myself rather awkwardly situated, being quite unacquainted with the 
particulars of the office, the statute not being sufficiently explicit 

Tn the mean time please to inform me, what was the am‘ of Cash paid 
by M* Geo. Boulton to Mt M° Mahon for the papers. 

“May I beg you to pardon the trouble T have given you? And believe 

Me Sir, 
Your Most Obedient Humble Servt- 
Marcus F, Whitehead. 





(c) LETTER OF CHARLES RUBIDGE, 1820 
[Public Archives of Canada, Upper Canada Sundries, 1820) 


Hamilton, District of Newcastle. 
22 January 1820 
Sir/ 

Tam this day informed by letter from the Surveyor General that your 
Excellency will not confirm my location of Lot No 12 in the eleventh 
concession of Otonabee as Your Excellency had made a previous prom- 
ise of it to Mr Charles Jones who has now a location Ticket for it—in 
presuming to address you I do so convinced of your determination to 
do justice to every one, and certain that this deprivation must have 
arisen from some misrepresentation.—Allow me briefly to state to your 
Excellency that I have served twenty one years in the Navy to the satis- 
faction of every Officer I have ever Sailed under, that I came out to 
settle in this Country at a heavy expense, having a Wife and four 
Children and after waiting for the location of the grant allowed 
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‘me by His Majesty for seven Months, being restricted by Your Excel- 
lency to a particular tract of land said to be reserved for the Navy. T 
attended at York and among others located the lot before mentioned 
‘which location your Excellency was pleased to approve of. and by the 
authority of an order in Council a location Ticket was given me of 
it—after so great a lapse of time when T am effectually prevented from 
the same advantage of choice given to other settlers to have part of my 
location, and in my first settlement with a young Family the most valu- 
able part of it granted to another I feel convinced you will take into 
your favorable consideration, and if your Excellency will be pleased to 
“direct reference to be made to the old diagram you will perceive this lot 
‘was reserved by an order in Council for Captain Spilsbury (prior to my 
order in favor of Mr Jones.) who gave it up to accomodate me in con- 
sideration of my Family—allow me to add Mr. Jones had his choice in 
any Township whereas I was restricted to this alone.—I have the Honor 
to remain with all possible respect. 








To/ Your Excellencys 
His Excellency Most Obedient 
Major General Sir Peregrin Maitland Humble Servant 
W.CB.—So— foo — Charles Rubidge 
Lieut, RN. 


4, PETITION FOR A MILITIA CoMMISSION IN THE RICE 
Laxe District, 1820 


[Public Archives of Canada, Upper Canada Sundries, 1820] 


‘The Memorial of James Furzer Eliot 
Humbly sheweth 

that your memorialists father Henry Elliot served twenty one Years 
in his Majestys Royal Marines and is now from Ill health contracted in 
the service on the half pay of that corps— 

‘That your memorialist through the intent of Lord Forbes has the 
honour of having his name on the Duke of Yorks list for these some 
years past for a commission but the peace intervening prevented his 
hhaving his wishes realized. 

Your memorialist seeing no hopes of obtaining a commission was 
induced to come out to Canada as a settler and being desirous of serv 
his King in some degree hopes Your Excellency will honour him wi 
commission in the Militia for one of the new Townships setting at 
the Rice Lake, his claims are— 
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His fathers services in various climates for the before named period, 
‘a brother of his fathers, Capt. in the 28 Regt. Killed at $* Christophers, 
the loss of four out of five Uncles by the maternal side in his Majestys 
service all in active employ, his Grandfather and all his family for many 
generations being employed in either Army or Navy his two elder 
brothers served one thirteen and the other ten years in his Majestys 
Royal Marines the elder severely wounded, 

Your memorialist humbly hopes your Excellency will take his case 
{nto consideration and comply with es, should it not interfere 

ith your other arrangements, and your memorialist will ever study to 
deserve Your Excellencys kindness and has the honour to subscribe 
himself 








‘Your Excellencys 
‘Most ob! humble Servant 
James Furzer Eliot 
Brookdale 
Hamilton Jany. 7 1820 


5. ADMIRAL VANSITTART AND BEXLEY TOWNSHIP, 1826 
[Archives of Ontario, CLP. General Correspondence of the CCL.) 


Woodstock 13% September 1826. 
Sir 

have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 17 
ulto; & beg to offer, as an apology for my not answering earlier that my 
son who was employed by me to make the purchase of the lands in 
Bexley, was at the time on the way to that place. 

‘The terms on which I purchased the and in the township of Bexley 
appear not to have been complied with:—this appearance, however, 
originated in a permission given by the late Commissioner of Crown 
lands, to delay indefinitely completing the purchase. The motives, 
amongst others, urged upon the late Commissioner to warrant the delay 
were drawn from the politically unsettled state of the Province at that 
time (or immediately succeeding it) & further from the prospect, sane- 
tioned by a vote of the House of Assembly of a great & speedy reduction 
in the price of land in new Townships. 

It is now my wish to pay the first Instalments on lots amounting to 
about three thousand acres, which my son will point out (not however 
definitely declining the remainder should the purchase be allowed to 
continue open for me); & I shall, of course, opportunity serving, be 


6s ‘THE VALLEY OF THE TRENT 


equally anxious with His Excellency the Lieutenant Governor to further 
“the actual settlement of that part of the Province.”— 
T have the Honor to be 
Sir 
Your obedient Servant 
Henry VanSittart* 
‘The Honble R. B. Sullivan 
& & & 


6, ALEXANDER McDoneLt? To PETER ROBINSON, 1829 


[Arehives of Ontario, Crown Land Papers, Correspondence of the 
S.G. and C.C.L., McDonell to Robinson, August 16, 1829) 


Peterboro 16% August 1829 
My dear Sir 
Hearing yesterday morning in Ops that a number of settlers had 
arrived at Cobourg, I hastened to this place to make some arrange- 
‘ments to get them round at once to Cotnums with the Scow, but met 





Perigo erengr niger wieder 4 
snk eee iD cereal alae a awe ee 
eee eee eee ae aed ok 
Shah SU NE a Eee ln 
reg pen epee 
Sree ar great as Operas aia ta ee 
Se ae 
‘Bonne iru lat sy a a oer sn tag 
Se eae a at ee ee 
Te gi ee ae 
Seis oe etary oe teen ances 
Pera ae eae ya rd 
Saeed ote en ee Dee 
Pd a Feat lel ae agly ogonee remo on 
Se cee So eee es a ee Be 
Si le a Laer per peor a, te era 
Ei dat ety eles Lopes os ae mes 
Foe erie arag tor i ger grt deg 
ee erro trees es Peas Yast neat 
peg tage ey mater eer 
sie Ee Bie see ten tee eine oe 
Se Redes gees eee ai Ses ae 
(Early Days in Upper Canada: the Letters of John Langton, p. xxx inter alia.) 
cha lee ons age st ea 
ee te sea Shae 






































SETTLEMENT AND PIONEER LIFE 6s 


‘Six heads of Families within a few Miles of this last Evening on their 
way out, they will reach my place today where I shall join them this 
Evening,—I am favoured with M¢ Buchanans list of Families from 
‘ME Bethune, which gives an account of Seven thers not yet arrived but 
hourly expected at Cobourg—they are all from Scotland, two other 
{families from the same place took possession of their Shanties on friday, 
it was my intention to send you a return of the locations already made, 
but shall now defer it until I shall have settled the late additions to our 
Settlement—As there is every appearance of a regular Succession of 
Emigrants to this quarter for a time, I intend contracting for the making 
of twenty or thirty Shanties immediately, as T keep but two Axemen 
(Canadians) who build a Shanty in three day's, from the manner these 
‘men have of making the roof, with small slips of basswood bark, bound 
together with poles, T have as yet heard no complaints from incon- 
ence by leaks— 
From the men yesterday I received several Ieters, yours respecting 
Peter Morrison is among them, I have at present no recollection of 
having seen any person of that name, or of having received the letter 
‘of which he was to have been the bearer, I shall however examine the 
file of letters this Evening on my return to Ops—Two persons only T 
believe have left the Township without Settling who came to it with 
that view, Clyto [7] and Perry who were to return in the fall— 
Tam 
‘My dear Sir 
very faithfully Yours 
Honble P Robinson ‘A MeDonell 





7. EMIORANTS FROM FROME, SOMERSETSHIRE, TO DUMMER 
Townsir, 1831 


In 1945 Ivan Grant, a Canadian soldier, visited Frome, in 
Somerset, to inquire about the emigration to Canada in 1831 of 
his ancestors William and Jane Grant. As a result a pamphlet was 
edited by J. O. Lewis and printed in Frome in June of that year, 
entitled Letters from Poor Persons who Emigrated to Canada from 
the Parish of Frome in the County of Somerset.: Herewith are two 
of the letters, both from settlers in Dummer Township, introduced 
by material on the means by which the 1831 emigration was 
effected, the send-off by the inhabitants of the parish, and the em- 

4A copy of this rare pamphlet isin the possession of the Editor, to whom it 
was given by Adelaide Batten McGifia and Caroline Grant Pari, descendants 


‘of the Dummer Township pioneers who wrote the two leters reprodvced here: 
ith 
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barkation. The following introductory material is stated in the 
pamphlet to have been taken from ‘Tom Bunn’s book . .. a Frome 
philanthropist.’ 





In the year 1830 about seventy persons went to North America from 
the neighbouring parish of Corsley, and were provided on their arrival 
with a small sum of money, and then left to Providence and their own 
discretion. Letters continued to be received from these persons, and 
from other settlers in North America, during the last year and the 
present, all of which, without an exception, gave a favourable account 
of the welcome and kindness with which they were received; the en- 
couragement given to their industry; their good wages and plentiful 
support; and the easy terms on which an industrious labourer might 
acquire land and independence, These letters, which are too numerous 
to be quoted here, gradually removed the apprehension, which was at 
first entertained, of the consequences of landing poor families on a 
foreign shore without previously making provision for their support. 

‘At a meeting held the fifteenth of February last, of the Committee 
for the Relief and Employment of the Poor, the Right Honourable the 
Earl of Cork in the chair, after hearing evidence on the subject of emi- 
gration, it was ordered that notice be given on Sunday next of a parish 
‘meeting to be held on Thursday, to consider and decide on raising a 
moderate sum of money by poor rates for the purpose of assisting pro- 
per persons and their families, now receiving relief, to emigrate from 
this country to Canada, At this meeting an agricultural labourer who 
hhad gone to Canada at his own expense, had obtained there good wages 
and maintenance, and good treatment, and who had returned to fetch 
his wife and family, was examined in person. At the subsequent parish 
rmecting £ 300 were voted for the assistance of families receiving parish 
relief only. It appeared that the sum paid for the maintenance of a 
family for less than two years would remove them to North America, 
never to be again burthensome to the parish; and the advantage of the 
poor in that country would be much superior to any which could be 
expected here, The three hundred pounds voted by the parish was 
increased by one hundred pounds given by the Most Honourable the 
“Marquis of Bath; fifty pounds by the Eael of Cork; thirty pounds by 
‘the Messrs. Sheppard; and other smaller subscriptions. As soon as it was 
known that assistance would be given, about two hundred persons, in- 
cluding their families, gave in their names as volunteers. From these 
were sclected thirteen heads of families, thirteen married women, four 
young men under twenty, twenty-seven daughters, and twenty-eight 
sons, going with their parents, in all eighty-five. No influence was used. 
Every emigrant who attended was requested to say whether he went of 
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his own choice and freewill, and every one replied that he went entirely 
of his own free choice. There was an anxiety to be permitted to go. At 
diferent mectings of the committe, it was ordered that those who 
emigrated should be allowed one pound each for the heads of families, 
and their respective wives; one pound each for tools; one pound for 
any single person; ten shilings for each chil; ten shillings for clothing; 
that they be conveyed in carriages; that they leave Frome on Monday 
night, the 21st of March instant; and embark, and sleep on board, Tues- 
day night. That their passage and provisions be paid for to Quebec, 
land a further passage to Montreal. That the allowances in money should 
be paid them after the voyage. Berths were previously secured on board 
the Airthry Castle, belonging to Messrs. Sheppard and Salmon, respect- 
able merchants of Bristol 

‘No sooner was the decision known than all hands were at work to 
provide necessaries and conveniences for the poor who were to depart, 
and never to return Ladies who had large families employed themselves, 
their children, and servants. The ladies of the Charitable Society, the 
numerous children of the National School, the forty girls at the Asylum, 
and many others, were busily engaged. ‘Clothes, bedding, tools, and 
almost numberless articles were provided, without adhering to the limit 
of expense. Every emigrant had his separate bag and parcel, well filled, 
and carefully packed. All the travellers were invited to the house of the 
Minister of Christ Church, where they received Bibles and other rei- 
gious books. On the Saturday the rites of Baptism, without fees, were 
administered to many of the children who were to cross the ocean, at 
the parish church. Many attended at Christ Church on the Sunday previ- 
ous to their departure, and heard a discourse, purposely prepared for 
them, well adapted to their situation and their future prospects. Pre~ 
cautions were taken that Divine Service should be performed on Sun- 
days during the passage. 

‘One of the emigrants, to whom a gentleman had given a sovereign 
‘by mistake for a shilling, was so honest as to bring it back to him. In 
the night of the 21st instant eighty-five men, women, and children, with 
their bagguge, set out in seven carriages, preceded by a band of musi. 
‘Three proper persons accompanied them to preserve order and attend 
their wants. They embarked the next evening, The captain ofthe vessel 
appeared humane and attentive to all who were placed under his care. 
Necessary medicines were provided. Towards night the litle children 
began to enquire when they were to go home? perfectly unconscious 
that they were never to see their homes again! One of them is said to 
have had an attachment at Frome. Her sister, it is reported, was averse 
to the water, and fainted when she came on board. Influenced by these 
circumstances, the parents sold part of the things given them, and re~ 
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turned with their family to Frome where they were received as unvel- 
come visitors, having prevented others from going who would gladly 
have taken their place. On the 23rd instant a gentleman went on board, 
He said it was not a pleasing sight. Their hearts seemed full, and the 
women were in tears at the thought of parting for ever from their native 
country. A lady went the next day, for the kind purpose of distributing 
‘useful gifts for the children. She said they were then more cheerful. 
Farmer Beauchamp, who accompanied them from Frome, proceeded a 
few miles on the Voyage, and said that when he returned they were 
‘cheerful, and sent grateful remembrances to the friends they had left. 


We have a description of the arrival of these emigrants in Can- 
‘ada, for William Lyon Mackenzie visited the ship when she docked 
in April 1831 at Quebec: 


‘One forenoon I went on board the ship Airthy Castle, from Bristol, 
immediately after her arrival. The passengers were in number 254, all, 
in the hold or steerage; all English, from about Bristol, Bath, Frome, 
Warminster, Maiden Bradley, etc. I went below, and truly it was a 
curious sight. About 200 human beings, male and female; young, old, 
and middle-aged; talking, singing, laughing, crying, eating, drinking, 
shaving, washing; some naked in bed, and others dressing to go on 
shore; handsome young women (perhaps some), and ugly old men, 
‘married and single; religious and irreligious. Here a grave matron chant- 
ing selections from the last edition of the last new hymn book; there a 
brawny ploughboy ‘pouring forth the sweet melody of Robin Adair’ 
‘These settlers were poor, but in general they were fine-looking people, 
‘and such as T was glad to see come to America. . . . It is my opinion 
that few among them will forget being cooped up below deck for four 
‘weeks in a moveable bed-room, with 250 such fellow-lodgers as I have 
endeavoured to describe.t 


‘Two letters in the collection are from settlers in the Township of 
Dummer. The first is from William and Jane Grant to their parents, 
the second from Levi Payne to his parents 


1 
Dummer, September 6th, 1831. 

‘Dear Father and Mother, 
‘This comes with our kind love to you; I hope you are well; myself 
‘and the children are well, but William has got the ague, he has had it 


sMackenrc, Sketches of Canada and the United States (Toronto, 1833), 
pp. 179-80. 


SETTLEMENT AND PIONEER LIFE, © 


these five weeks; it has been a very wet Spring and a great many have 
‘the ague this season, But for all this we do not wish ourselves in Frome 
again, I suppose you would like to know how we live, since William is 
not able to work; we landed in Quebec the 21st April, then went by a 
steam packet to Montreal, 180 miles. I cannot tell the distance from 
‘one place to another, you have heard of the river St. Laurence, which 
is about one hundred and thirty miles long, we do go up there by the 
Dummer boats, a tedious way to Prescot, then to Kingston (tell Wil- 
liam Gregory we saw Robert Davis, he is well, he made us welcome) 
then we went to Little York to the Governor of the Upper Province, 
who lives there; now we had no longer to maintain ourselves we had 
‘our provisions found us and our passage paid back to Obeme,? seventy 
miles down the river, again from there to Peterborough. William gave 
in his discharge there, which entitles him to one hundred acres of land, 
which we are now in possession of, we have forty-nine pounds of flour 
and seven pounds of pork every week for a twelve month, and axes to 
chop with, (the old Country axes are no good here) great numbers of 
‘emigrants have come out this Summer, you would be surprised to see 
them, they are all provided for the same as we are, only those that are 
not soldiers have to pay £20 for the land in six years. We are eighteen 
miles from Peterborough, the pork and flour is brought out in casks. 
By the blessing of the Almighty, we expect to do well; we thought to 
sow two acres of fall wheat, but William’s having the ague we shall not 
be able to sow any before Spring, then, please God, we think to sow 
two acres of wheat, one acre of potatoes, half an acre of com, peas, 
garden, etc. I suppose you think this too much to be true; I have not 
told you one word that is not true. We have to chop down the timber, 
put it in piles, and burn it, if you had it in England you would grudge 
Durning it, fine, clean-grown timber. Sugar-maple here is fine and high, 
(that is what the Corsey* man meant by the sugar bush). We have here 
a whole mass of woods, no one knows the bounds of it in England. If 
England, Ireland, and Scotland were to come out, they could not inhabit 
it, Tt was said before we came out, that it was going to be stopped, as 
so many were coming, but don't you believe it, they are all glad to see 
us come, Government pays for all, never a township filled so fast as 
Dummer, a house almost on every hundred acres. Every one here makes 
his own sugar, he makes a hole in the maplectree at fall when the sap 
goes back, and in spring when it rises, then boils it and it makes beauti- 


Durham bosts were large Ma-botiomed craft used to cary frvight and pas- 
sengers up the St. Lawrence, 

“Prewumably Cobourg 

Conley. 
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ful sugar; they make their own soap and their own candles. There are 
people here, who came out as poor as we did, who have now their cows 
and oxen, sheep, pigs, etc., in short, every thing heart can wish for. A 
great many Irish came out this summer, but they would sooner see 
English and Scotch. Shoes are dear here; there is no clothing business 
carried on; all iron tools are very dear, axes from 10s. to 12s. each. We 
hhave a methodist preacher amongst us, and a gentleman from——— 
twenty-five miles off, comes once a fortnight. As for money, we shall 
have but litle yet, tll our crops come round to have something to sell. 
Clothes are dear; if any of the party come out next spring, let them 
buy as much as they can, and let them beware, that the people all up 
the country, will cheat them in every way they can, A man that has a 
family, will do better than one without, for every child that can carry 
a stick is of use. The summer has been much like the summers in Eng- 
land, we do not know what the winter will be. We have our houses built 
‘of wood, not for want of stone, but masons; we have plenty of lime- 
stone; these are now settled places; Government pays for all our houses. 
Let any one see the letter that wishes it, they may take it for a truth. A. 
‘man from Bradley is come back, it was too hard work for him, he will 
sive it a bad name, don't believe him, his name is T—r. I forgot to tell 
‘you that William was lost, when he went to see the land, two days and 
two nights, I never expected to see him again, twelve men went 
search of him, almost all his clothes were torn off, such a figure I never 





Your affectionate Son and Daughter, 
WILLIAM & JANE GRANT, 


Direct to us, 3, 20 Lot, near Peterborough, in the Township of 
Dummer, Upper Canada. 


Dummer, October 13, 1831 
Dear Father and Mother, 

T write these few lines to let you know how we are getting on; we 
hhave one hundred acres of good land, and about seven acres of beaver 
‘meads on the land. Give my love to my father-in-law and brother-in-law, 
‘and my wife's love to her father and brother, and tell them that we are 
doing wel, it was a good thing for us that we came here, we never 
‘wanted for neither bread and meat since we left home. When I got on 
‘my land T had one sovereign and twelve shillings left, but have more 
than one, two, or three now, and if I had not been il T should have 
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hhad near twenty pounds now, I was ill for nine weeks in the fever and 
gue, I should have had 5s. a day all the time; George can get 2s. 6d. 
a day and his keep; men get 4s. a day and their board, or 5s. a day 
and no board, in the summer; I have got two acres and a half of wheat 
this fall, and I shall sow about three acres of spring wheat next spring, 
besides other grain, if please God. The weather is near the same here 
fas at home, if any difference, rather more thunder; the days are two 
hours and 2 hal shorter here in the summer, and two hours and a half 
longer in the winter; the people tell us the frost goes into the ground 
about eight inches in the black peat land, but in the red land it goes in 
a foot or more some winters; the snow was not eight inches deep all 
last winter; all kinds of seed will grow here; please to send me a little 
carly cabbage seed, a little white stone turnip seed, a little onion seed, 
a little carrot seed, and a few pig-berties. Please to tell my brother 
John to send over a pair of truck-axles, and make them strong; give my 
love to brother John and all the family; brother John you may do well 
here, blacksmiths and carpenters that can make carts and waggons, may 
‘get money as fast as any farmer in England; you can get your timber 
for nothing, I will give you as much timber as you can use in twenty 
years, if you come, $00 tons a week of fine deals and elm, or sugar 
timber; one tree shall measure forty yards in the body, without finding 
‘a knot or branch on it; a gun will not carry to the top of the deals. When 
wwe cut or burn one of them down, you can hear the fall of it for a mile, 
some of them is five yards round, and by the fall they break off in three 
of four pieces; sometimes we have a great many patriges [partridges) 
here, and a great many deer, woodcocks, snipes, ducks, geese, foxes, 
beavers, bears, and a few wolves. For killing a wolf we get £1 5s., we 
take the head to the governor and receive the money. We have all kinds 
of fish; George has caught Ss. worth in an afternoon; pigeons are beyond. 
‘number, and hares not a great many; T have seen no pheasant yet; the 
price of things here is dearer than it is in some places; flour 6 pounds 
for one shilling; beef and mutton from 3d. to 44. per pound; pork, from 
4d, to 6d, per pound; sugar and soap, 8d. per pound; butter, 8d. per 
pound; candles, 1s. per pound; wheat, Ss. per bushel; brandy, 1s. 3d, 
per pol; rum, 10d. per pot; whiskey, 7d. per pot at the still house, if 
you take a gallon, 2s. 9d.; cider, 6d. per gallon; beer, at the brew-house, 
164. per gallon. Cloth is as cheap or cheaper than it is at home; we can 
buy good blue cloth for 8s. 6d. per yard; kerseymere for 4s. per yard; a 
‘man’s pair of half-boots, 15s.; shoes, 10s. 6d. per pair. Thomas Smith 
had a pair of half-boots made last week for 15s., good strong boots. 
‘The price of potatoes, 1s. 3d. per bushel; the best red ones, 1s. 6d. per 
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bushel, Please to tell my brother John to give John Singer’s love to his 
‘mother, and his wife's love, and James Sanders and his wife's love to 
them. John Singer's wife got a son a month old, they are all well and in 
health. So now with my love to my dear father and mother, brother and 
sister, brother-in-law and sisters-in-law, and my wife's love to every one 
‘of you all; my children’s love to their grandfathers and grandmothers, 
uncles and aunts. David and Mary is at service under one roof, in 
families living in two adjoining houses, they got their washing, clothing, 
and keep, with 15s. per month for the winter, they like their places 
much, both families are English people. Father, there is a family coming 
from Chapmanslade, at spring, the man lives close by me, Henry Snel- 
grove, you can send the seeds by them, and the truck axles and letters; 
‘one of my brother's can go to the house, it is one field from the public 
house towards the Black Dog, tell the man's wife he is very well; he is 
in my house two or three times every day. Give my love to James Gold, 
Robert Butcher, and John Doman; if you like to come, you can get 23 
per month, with your board, washing, mending, and lodgings anywhere. 
Give my love to John Whatley, and tell him I wanted him very bad one 
day, for T shot a deer and was not able to carry it home myself; I got it 
up at my back but T fell down with it, and T could not take it up again; 
T went to a farm house and got a man to help me, and the farmer 
dressed it for me, I gave him one quarter of it. I went home with the 
head, skin, heart, and liver, and next morning Joseph Edwards, myself, 
and George, my son, went and got it home. T got the skin for William 
‘Smith, of Deverill; I shall send it as soon as I can, give my love to him 
and his wife; give my love to Mrs. Goddard, and tell her we are all 
well; she should not want for game if she was here. Give my love to all 
my friends at Warminster and Crockerton; so I must conclude with my 
love to my father. When you write to me, direct to Levi Payne, in the 
township of Dummer, near Peterborough, in Upper Canada, in the 
second Concession, on the 18th lot of land. Send me word how things 
are going on, trade and other things, and whether you have work or not. 











LEVI PAYNE* 


‘The two leters are from the pamphlet, pages 5-6 and 10-12, respectively. 
“These descriptions of the arrangements for Femoval to Canada, the departure, 
the arival at Quebec, and the reaction to settlement form a remarkable sequence 
‘seldom found in the history of emigration, See E-C. Guillet, The Great Mleration 
(New York, 1937) for conditions of travel and experiences in the srduous sailing. 
‘Bip period and Poole Early Seulement of Pterboroush, po. 17S, tors 
Sererion o plonesringexperenees in Dummer ts given to Br, Poole by thaw 
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8. CHOOSING LAND IN UPPER CANADA 
[Phis letter, in a subsequent undated edition of The Emigrant’s Guide 
Containing . . . Letters from Emigrants (1832), was copied from 
‘tem 10470 aa, 19 in the Library of the British Museum. Numerous 
references in the letter suggest that it was written by J. W. Dunbar 
Moodie] 


Extracts of a leter from a Hall-pay Officer settled in the Newcastle 
District, Upper Canada, to his Friend in London, dated 24% November, 
1833. 

+++. Thave had much conversation regarding the former state of the 
colony with the older setters, and they all agree in stating that, until 
Within the last four or five years, they were obliged to take goods in 
exchange for their wheat, eic., from the merchant; now, however the 
case is totally altered, and MONEY can be readily obtained for most 
articles of farm produce. When the farmer happens to be in their debt, 
however, as at home, they frequently compel him to take goods in part 
payment, and allow a smaller price for their grain. .. . 

Yesterday I completed a purchase for you of 227 acres of land, viz. 
127 acres in Hamilton, about four miles to the eastward of Cobourg, 
and 100 acres in Haldimand, about nine miles east from Cobourg and 
two miles and a half from the village of Grafton, near the shore of the 
Lake. The first mentioned place is to cost £600 currency, and the last 
mentioned £300, in all £900 currency, or, at the present rate of ex- 
change, about £760 sterling. Each of these places contains about 70 
acres of cleared land, fre from stumps, and has small orchards of apple- 
trees, log houses, barns, ete. My bargain with Mr. C., the seller, s that 
if you are not pleased with your purchase he will take back the land, 
and will return the price in two years, with 10 per cent. per annum for 
the use of the money. . . . T shall now give you some account of my 
‘own proceedings since I wrote last, and detail my future prospects, in 
which I feel assured you will lend me your assistance, which T am de- 
termined to merit by the manner in which I shall conduct any com- 
missions I may receive, Some time ago, by the death of a relation, T 
‘came in for a legacy, which enabled me to make some most desirable 
purchases of land at a sale of Government lands; I bought 200 acres of 
wild land in Douro, adjoining part of my grant which I had taken up in 
that township. As none of the neighbours who knew the land would 
‘oppose me T got it at 20s. per acre, and immediately after the sale T was 
offered £2 per acre by a land speculator. I have contracted for clearing 
twenty acres and building a log-house there, where I intend to fix my 


1% ‘THE VALLEY OF THE TRENT 


future residence, I have sold my farm here for £200 and 800 acres of 
wild land, which is worth at least £400 more, in all £600, being better 
than double what my farm here cost a year ago. You will say this is 
pretty welt; but I have been favoured by the circumstance alluded to. 
Tow come to my future plans, in which I think you can materially 
assist me without incurring any Kind of responsibility. I propose in con 
junction with my brother-in-law, to undertake an agency business for 
investing money in improved lands for capitalists in England who may 
honour us with commissions for that purpose. My plan is shortly as 
follows; to make no purchases until a good tenant is found, who will 
pay a rent of from 6 to 8 per cent. on the price of the land for any 
term of years not exceeding twenty-one years, The price of the lands 
would not be payable until the purchase was effected, and clear tiles 
made out and duly registered. We propose charging three per cent. on 
all transactions, with travelling expenses, which last would not be great 
It would obviously be our interest, and we should make a point of 
managing the business in the most economical manner for the parties 
employing us. My brother-in-law has been several years employed by 
the Canada Company in locating settlers, etc., ete, and from his ex- 
perience as a farmer i well qualified to form a correct judgement of the 
soil and situation of the lands, etc. As Ihave formerty stated, wild lands 
rise much more rapidly in value than improved lands, when judiciously 
chosen; but their ultimate rise in value, though certain, proceeds at a 
Afferent rate, according to circumstances in different situations. 

‘Of course if employed to make purchases of wild lands, which is not 
1 part of our immediate plan, we would require to examine the lands 
particularly, which would be attended with considerable difficulty from 
want of roads, &c., and a greater expense than in the first case. T should 
fee! particularly obliged by your mentioning our proposal to any of 
your friends who might wish to purchase land in Canada (that is to 
say in the neighbou as regards Cobourg). I should state 
that, in the first instance, T would undertake to invest £5000 in land 
paying from 6 to 8 per cent in rent in the immediate neighbourhood of 
Cobourg, Port Hope, &., &c.; our future proceedings must be de- 
termined by circumstances. The society in the neighbourhood of your 
farms is much better than where I am. By-the-bye T should mention that 
though one of the farms is called 127 acres in the deed, itis supposed 
actually to contain about 150 acres. I trust my arrangements will give 
you satisfaction, and 

Tam, &,, &, 

NB. During last winter one house in Cobourg paid £4000 in cash for 
the article of wheat alone. 
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9. SErTLEMENT AT THE MOUTH OF THE TRENT, 1834 


[Archives of Ontario, Crown Land Papers, General Correspondence 
of Surveyor General, 15 January, 1834) 


Commissioner of Crown Lands Office 
York 15! Janry 1834. 
Sir 

have the honour herewith to enclose you an application addressed 
to me by Mr. Sheldon Hawley and others residing at and near the mouth 
of the River Trent in which they beg that the portion of the Clergy 
Reserve remaining at the disposal of the Government, and containing 
about 40 Acres may be surveyed and laid out into Town lots and offered 
for sale in the usual manner. 

‘As I fully concur with the Petitioners that great advantage would be 
derived by the establishment of a Town I beg to recommend their ap- 
plication to the favorable consideration of the Lieut. Governor and to 
request that the Surveyor General may be authorised to make the survey 
required. 

Thave the honour to be Sir 

Your most obedient 
“Humble Servant 
Peter Robinson 
‘Sanctioned 
Col. Rowan J.C. [John Colborne} 





To the Hon Peter Robinson 
‘Commissioner of Crown Lands 
be &e &e 
York 
Sir, 

We the undersigned residing at and near the mouth of the River Trent 
beg to remind you that there are at present, specially reserved by the 
Government, about one hundred acres of land in the township of 
Murray immediately adjoining the West Bank of the said River at its 
mouth; that about 12 acres of the said Reserve have recently been 
‘ranted to the English Episcopal Church, the Roman Catholic Church, 
and for the erection of a school house in this township,—the Residue 
still remaining in a wild state and unappropriated. 

‘As in our opinion the increasing wealth of this township and the 
neighbouring country stand in need of a village, and the mouth of this, 
River is a situation particularly favoured by nature for that purpose — 
wwe humbly beg leave to represent that the improvement of this part of 
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the Province would be greatly accelerated was all the reserved land, 
above alluded to, surveyed and sold in town lots on the usual conditions 
of building that such Tots are when sold by the authority of the Com- 
missioner of Crown Lands. We beg aso to suggest that a sufficient spot 
ff ground, in such part of the above reserved land as may appear best 
adapted for the purpose, be set apart in order to enable the Inhabitants 
fof this township and others to hold weekly markets thereon, together 
with Quarterly or Annual Fairs on such days and under such Regu- 
lations as His Excellency the Lieut Governor may think proper to 
sanction, 

We cannot help reminding you, Sir, altho’ we deem it almost su- 
perfuous, in addressing a Genileman who has always been s0 favour- 
able to the General improvement of the Country as you have been, that 
the establishment of markets is a measure which invariably stimulates 
the industry of the poorer class of Agricultural Settlers.—at the same 
time that it affords great convenience and facilities in the disposal of 
their goods to the Merchant, the Storekeeper and the Mechanic. 

We, therefore, beg you will be pleased to take our request into your 
serious consideration; and that you will be pleased to cause the Survey 
‘and sale of the above mentioned land to be carried into execution with 
a litle delay as possible,—as we feel, with regret, that this portion of 
the Province is far behind other situations less favoured by nature, from 
the want of that patronage which the Government of this country has 
always been ready to extend, when the wants of any portion of its 
subjects are respectfully made known to it. 

We have further to request that you will, if necessary, make the 
subject of our present application known to His Excellency the Licut* 
Governor, and that you will be pleased to point out to him the great 
advantages that would be derived to all those living in this neighbour- 
hhood by a compliance with the request of those who have the honour to 
address you—We have the honour to be, 

Sir, 


‘Your Most obedient, 
‘Humble Servants 
River Trent 
130 January 1834 

Sheldon Hawley Robt. Potts 
John Grier M.D. Curran 
I. Brooks Crowe Jacob Ford 
William Robertson Denis Macaulay 


John N. Murphy 
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10, IMMIGRANTS 10 THE NeWcasTLE DistRicr vid Port Hore, 1836 


[Accounts and Papers, 1837: The Annual Report of A. C. Buchanan, 
‘Acting Chie| Agent for Emigration to Canada, December 12, 1836] 


Letters from Landed Proprietors in England, with Answers thereto. 


‘Beachamwell, Norfolk, 10th May 1836 
Sir, 

Thad the satisfaction of learning from your letter to my friend, Mr. 
Daniel Gurney, the report which he had received from you of the 
suceess of the emigrants from this parish, whom I had ventured to 
recommend to you last year, and who sailed from Lynn by the brig 
“Shannon.” The accounts received here by the relations of the parties 
themselves have excited such a desire to remove to Canada among the 
labouring people, that I have resolved to assist four families and two 
young men with means of emigrating, and have selected persons who, 
as able and dexterous labourers in husbandry, are well qualified to 
expect success in that Hine, and one youth, brought up a tailor, with 
probably talents enough to be useful in those parts. I have not invited 
zy tenants to undertake any of the expenses attending this expedition, 
so that this not being exactly a parish measure, T again, by the advice of 
Mr. Pinnock, of the Colonial department, address all these people to 
you, soliciting your kindest interest in their behalf and aid to forward 
the whole of them to Port Hope, on Lake Ontario. I enclose you one 
of the office forms, filed up with the names of the party, amounting 
(Gncluding an infant) to 23 individuals, with the signatures of such of 
the men as were able to write 

On account of this undertaking I send you enclosed a remittance of 
802. sterling, to be paid to you by the Quebec Branch of the Montreal 
Bank, together with the addition of the current exchange; which sum 
‘of 802. sterling I paid into the hands of Messrs. Thomas, Wilson & 
Co, of Warnford-Court, London. 

“The Schedule annexed to this eter points out in detail the apportion- 
ment of the above sum to the purposes of expediting the emigrants by 
the conveyances to Lake Ontario, and the sums to be paid to them in 
coin by the King's Receiver of Upper Canada to each family or in- 
dividual, with the sums appointed to be received by the people, and 
which cannot be invaded or touched on their journey in any way. 1 
hope these people wil find themselves set down in Upper Canada under 
very advantageous circumstances. They will all have a little money in 
their pockets; Ido not know what they may have of their own, by sale 
of their furniture etc, but T have given to the captain 12 hal-sovereigns 
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in gold to be distributed among them, according to instructions, as soon 
as they shall be quite clear of the Channel; and they will also, I believe, 
get some present of money from the farmers they have worked for, as 
well as hops etc., from me. 

I should hope that the Spicer family, who are steady people, with 
four able persons among them, may, with the sum of money appointed 
for them to receive, and under your directions, be able to settle very 
advantageously. 

T shall be glad to learn of the arrival of the “Penelope”, with those 
‘emigrants in good health, and be very gratified for the services and 
kindness which you will bestow upon them, 

T remain, ete. 
(signed) John Motteaux 


To A. C. Buchanan, Esq., ete., Quebec. 


Beachamwell and Strangham emigrants by the “Penelope” from Lynn: 





Above 14 years—Spicers - - - $ 254 
* Reeves - - - 2 
dl John Furbys - 2 
2 Henry Furbys - 2 
» Comwall = = 1 
* Moorcroft - - 1 
3 @ 1/11/6 20 9 6 
Under 14 years—Spicers = - - 4 
bs Infant - = =~ 
a Reeves - = - 3 
* John Furbys = 1 
* Henry Furbys = 1 
9 @ -/6/- 7 4 - 
less 2713-6 
To be paid in coin on the parties landing at Port 
Hope by the hands of his Majesty's Receiver, 
Upper Canada. 
‘To William Spicer, self and family £20 
” William Reeves, for dito - - 10 


* John Furbys, for ditto - - - 6 
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‘To Henry Furbys, for ditto - - - 6 
” C. Comwall’ = - == - = 2 
” William Moorcroft - - - - 2 46 —— 
‘To meet any contingencies, and the residue 666 


if any to be divided 
£80 — — 


If any death occurs previous to the distribution, the portion to go to 
the remainder of the family 

(signed) John Motteaux. 
Beachamwell, 10th May 1836. 


‘The above sums are to be paid, together with all benefit arising from 
the course of exchange. 


11, SETTLEMENT OF THE NoRTHERN TOWNSHIPS OF THE 
‘TRENT VALLEY! 


[Public Archives of Canada, Parsonage Letters] 


Dysart Feby 29, 64 
My dear Charles 

‘Not having received any answers to letters written in July and 
September last to yourself Mrs Phillips and Mrs Bonwick we can only 
conclude they were never receiv’d as we have not even had a paper or 
any intelligence whatever In the first I inform'd you that we had a fine 
voyage out in 14 days and had arriv'd at Port Hope a very beautiful 
litle Town on Lake Ontario all in good health, distant 437 miles from 
Quebec T also inform’d you that employment was very scarce Trade 
being almost at a stand still on account of the war in the States, In the 


‘The settlement of parts of Haliburton, and of many other outlying townships 
in the region, was largely in the post Confederation period and consequently Out 
tlie the scope ofthis volume. But many of the frst settlers—inclading numerods 
chiléen of the pioneers in the older and more southerly townships found thelr 
‘way northward! ia” the eighteen-ffes and sites. The leer” quoted above 
‘Sescrbes experiences in Dysart Tovinship which may be taken as typical, Dysart 
‘was part of Peterborough County ‘until 1874 ‘when Haliburton’ County sas 
Formed. Amone the most remarkable early settlers of Haliburton was ‘Thomas 
“Maton of Boskung, Stanhope Township, whose experiences in various parts of the 
Empire, and in Haliburton after 1860, are vividly described in "The Patiarch of 
Boskung: the Strange Life History of a Venerable Canadian”, by Watson Kisk- 
‘onnell (Minden Eeho, July 21, 1922). To obtain supplies Mason rowed or car 
Fled'a punt 63 miles to Fenelon Falls, negotiating eight portage, one of them 
almost three miles fons. In spite of all sorts of misfortunes and hardships—even 
more than ordinarily fell to the Tot of the pioneer backwoodemin Mason was 
‘Sil active atthe age of 93, when his experiences were recorded 
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next I inform'd you that not being able to get any employment—Myself 
and Henry where about to start for the Backwoods we travelled 100 
niles out the last 40 miles entiely through the woods the Land Com- 
pany had the stands [tom] I took one of their lots and commenc’d 
Chopping when after clearing an acre I was informed I had been clear 
ing on another man’s ground after staying 6 weeks I return’d to Port 
Hope and not being able to do better we all started again for the Back 
‘Woods The Railway bringing us to Lindsay 40 miles the first day then 
by steamer the next day 20 miles to Bobeageon the remaining 40 T can 
scarcely describe for if any Road was ever made purposely to upset the 
Passengers the Bobeageon must be the one 1 am happy to say we 
arriv'd safely without any accident on the 3d day of October. T then 
commene’d working for the Company and looking out for another Lot 
We had to build a Log House and come into it at Christmas when the 
Cold was so intense that the cups and saucers froze hard together whilst 
wwe where drinking our tea and a pail of water standing by the fire side 
‘would be frozen solid during the night I have had my fingers frozen 
‘whilst out chopping and this is nothing uncommon for fingers and toes 
should be well wrap'd up but people do not wrap up their bodies in 
great coats in this country as they do in England except when travelling 
for with the most intence frost we have the most beautiful sunshine 
and no rain, but it would be impossible to live in this country without 
fires in the night as itis quite common for the breath to be frozen on 
the Blankets But with all these drawbacks and a few others which 1 
have not mentioned we are all much pleas'd with the general features 
of the Country. During the time we have been here we have had a 
greater number of fine days than I ever remember to have seen during 
the same time in England If you where to see the children you would 
believe them to be really happy altho they have been without shoes all 
the winter and our fare has been of the plainest description it has rarely 
ever varied from Bread Pork Potatoes and Tea without butter sugar or 
milk T only know of one milch cow and one horse in the whole 10 
‘Townships consisting of 250 thousand acres When we came out here 
there where only four or five settlers or squatters in all, there are now 
nearly twenty besides a good many Lots taken by partes waiting for 
the melting of the snows which it is said will take place in about six 
weeks from this time. Henry is doing well working for himself being 
assistant cook to a gang of men who are cutting roads through the 
forests where he has been the last four months he looks fat and well 
If you have not received any of our Letters and I fear you have not for 
a young man out here who came from Manchester has written to his 
friends eight letters and they have wrote to say they have not had one 
of them you must have thought we had gone to some unknown Region 
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and forgotten you altogether But not so we left too many really kind 
friends in England ever to forget them or the assistance we received in 
‘our greatest necessity and I hope you will give our kindest regards to 
as many as you can and take all the trouble you can to inform them of 
what T now state more especially our old neighbours and friends East 
and West I hope you will see Abraham and give my love to him and 
tell him to write a line also write yourself and let us know how you are 
both getting on I should like to give you a full discription of this 
Country but I can hardly find time for having only little Everett and 
Fred to assist me My time is all taken up I shall have to travel 26 miles 
through the snow to post these letters as I mean to have no mistake 
this time we are often oblig'd to trust to Indians Trappers and others 
‘going out to the front to sell their skins they are safe enough until they 
get hold of the Wiskey when they can no more be trusted than a mad 
dog We have plenty of other wild animals such as bears, Wolves, 
Beavers, Otters, Fishers, Martins, Minks and Muskrats and Wild Cats 
‘and a great many more that I cannot remember the names of The 
Deer are also numerous a very splendid Animal something of the Elk 
breed many of them weigh 200 Pounds each but the only animal the 
Hunters fear is the Wild Cat some of them measure 6 feet in length 
and have claws the length of a man’s finger are a sort of Leopard and 
‘the Hunters say they always attack with their claws more than the 
teeth I am happy to say these animals are not numerous in these parts 
Thave many a time regretted I had not even an old musket for the skins 
cof many of these animals fetch a deal of money out at the front more 
even than they do in England The Lot I have taken contains 134 acres 
itis calf’ the old Indian Portage which means Road leading the near- 
est way from the Kahshagawigamog Lake, the Indian name for long 
and erooked, to the Burnt River also a noble stream of water I should 
think no country in the world contains more numerous and beautiful 
Lakes than this one I have just mention’d if situate in England whould 
be called Virginia water the first our Shanty I mean House is in a 
‘most beautiful bay which command a view for several miles up the 
wildest part the scenery of which T cannot possibly describe even at this 
time of year, the country is very mountainous and cover'd with hard 
wood the number and size of the Trees would almost astonish you The 
soil is most prolific and the springs are very numerous, T must now 
conclude for the present and hope you will write as soon as you receive 
this and send me papers if it is only something suitable for the children 
for they are a long way from any school We all desire our kindest Love 
and regards to you and all of you and believe me to be your affectionate 
Father 








A. Parsonage 
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12, REPORT ON THE BoucAYGEON ROAD SETTLEMENT, 1863, 


[Archives of Ontario, Crown Land Papers, 62 (12), Reports on 
‘Locations’ on Bobcaygeon Road) 

‘Minden January 10% 1863 
To the Honorable Wm. McDougall 
Sir 

Thave the honor to submit the following being my first report of the 
Free Grants on the Northern Section of the Bobcaygeon Road to Jany 
1, 1863. 

This Section of the road has only been opened dureing the past year, 
therefore any report will be found meagre as to the quantity of land 
‘under cultivation altho I think the general improvement will be found 
equal to most other roads, in the same space of time. The settlers 
wholely consist of persons who have been for a considerable time in 
the Country. Not one Emigrant family has reached my Agency for the 
last year. 

‘The Number of Free grants located and nearly all occupied up to 
this time is 64, the great distance that they are North makes it rather 
inconveniant to be reached with wagons the Nothern part of the road 
not being quite finished, but now that we have snow, parties who have 
taken up their Lots are bet 

‘The Most Notherly Settler is where the road crosses the Muscoca 
River about 70 Miles North of Bobeaygeon, at this place the land is 
very good and a large track of it being Beach and Maple with but 
little Stone. 9 Miles South the road crosses a narrows of the Lake of 
Bays, or more commonly called Trading Lake, here a good Settlement 
hhas commensed and here alls is a track of excellent Land to a large 
extent, In the lake fish abound, deer and other game is plentiful, which 
the now settlers find of great service. 

‘The settlers generaly have wished to locate at the farther part of the 
road for at some future day they will be nearer an outlet for their pro- 
duce by the way of Georgian bay or Parreys Sound, the distance about 
45 Miles. 

‘A Saw Mill will be erected this season on the Muscoca River, which 
place is well situated for a Grist and Saw Mill this will be a place of 
some importance. 

‘The Country is unusually healthy free from Fever and Ague and 
‘other diseases incidental to a new Country. 
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‘The Nationality of the Free Grant Settlers may thus be classed vis 


ish 25 families 

Canadian 26” 

English Cees 

U. States 2 
4 


No of Acres cleared 72 


‘The quantity of Land cleared is small As I mentioned previously, the 
settlers have been on their Lots only a fiew months others are now 
taking possession of their Grants. 
‘The Nothern part of the road is still unfinished, much to the in- 
convenience of the settlers 
I have the honor to be Sir 
‘Your Obedient Servent 
George G. Burwell 
Free Grant Agent 
North Bobcaygeon 


IV. SETTLEMENT: THE PETER ROBINSON 
EMIGRATION, 1825 


A Mess the most remarkable documentary records to be pre 
served outside of our great archival collections is that of the 
Peter Robinson emigration from the south of Ireland to Peter- 
borough County in 1825. The material is so complete that hardly an 
angle or episode in the state-conducted emigration—from petitions 
to be included, to reaction to settlement, and even to the state of the 
settlement many years later—is without documentary commentary.* 
The late Thomis A. S. Hay, for many years City Engineer of 
Peterborough, kept as a sort of personal treasure a tin box full of 
the documents, and upon his death they found their way to the 
museum in the Peterborough Public Library, probably through the 
interest of the late F. R. Yokome, editor of the Examiner and co- 
worker with Mr. Hay. F. H. Dobbin, writing in Our Old Home 
Town (Toronto, 1943, p. 47), says that the box remained un- 
‘opened “until a short time ago.” The editor of this volume worked 
upon the material in 1953-54 and reported upon its value, and as 
a result the Archives of Ontario made a photostatic copy of all of 
it, The selections which follow give a well-rounded picture of a 
notable experiment in large-scale emigration. 


1. HANDBILL ANNOUNCING THE EMIGRATION? 


EMioRATION 70 
CANADA 


MEMORANDUM of the terms on which the Government has agreed 
to convey a limited number of Settlers from Ireland to Upper-Canada, 
under the superintendance of Mr. Robinson and to locate them upon 
Tands in that Province; and also of the conditions upon which lands 
shall be granted. 

‘Such Emigrants as the Superintendant shall accept, shall be con- 

The collection includes as well ship lists and other materials relative to the 
carter Irish emigration of 1823 to the Lanark region in Distriee of 
Bathurst. This emigration was also under the direction of the Honourable Peter 
Robinson, 

"Probably posted widely in the south of Trelan, this item from the Collection 
would appear from ¢ hand-written notation to have been in Cork. Some $0,000 
people afe sad to have made application as a rest 
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Emigration to 
CANADA. 


<0 5 
MEMORANDUM of the terms on which 
the Government has agreed to convey alimited number 
of Settlers from Ireland to Upper-Canada, under the 
Superintendance of Mr. Robinson and to locate them 
‘upon lands in that Provines-; and also ofthe conditi- 
‘ous upon which lands shall be granted. 

Such Emigrants as the Superintendant shall 
accept, shall be conveyed from the place of embarka- 
tion ia Ireland, to their lands in Upper-Canada, wholly 
at the publiz charge, and provisions shall be furnished 
them during ther voyage, and for one whole year 
after their locaiion upon their respective lots. 

Such Farming Utensils a» ae atuotutel 
necessary to anew Seiler shall also be found for: 
head of a Faiz, or person receiving a grant of Land. 

‘Mo, Peron abste tba Age of 5 Year shal be covered to 
Upper Cadet the ble Enyce, wale der patter sce 

 tnrcomretine ernaoncane ted se 
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Peter Robinson Papers, Peterborough Public Library 
EMIGRATION PLACARD, IRELAND, 1825 
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‘veyed from the place of embarkation in Ireland, to their lands in Upper 
‘Canada, wholly at the public charge, and provisions shall be furnished 
them during their voyage, and for one whole year after their location 
upon their respective lots. 

Such Farming Utensils as are absolutely necessary to a new Settler 
shall also be found for each head of a FAMILY, or person receiving a 
grant of Land. 

No Person above the Age of 45 Years shall be conveyed to Upper- 
‘Canada, at the Public Expence, unless under particular circumstances, 
in the discretion of the Superintendant, and no person above that age 
shall receive a grant of Land on his arival in the Colony. 

Every Male above 18 years of age and not exceeding 45 years to 
whom a certificate shall have been given by the Superintendant that he 
was accepted by him as an Emigrant Settler to receive lands in Upper 
Canada, shall on his arrival receive a location ticket, or order for 70 
‘Acres of land in such part of the Province as the Lievtenant Governor 
or Person administering the Government shall assign, And in order that 
such emigrants as shall be industrious and prudent may have an op- 
portunity of extending their possessions and providing for the respect- 
able maintainance of their Children, an additional tract of 30 acres, 
adjoining every such Grant of 70 acres, to afford an opportunity to the 
proprietor of such larger tract of purchasing the same within the period, 
by paying the moderate sum of £10 Sterling 

‘The order of location ticket for 70 acres to be given to the Emigrant 
‘upon his arrival shall express certain duties of Settlement, and culti- 
vation, the same in proportion as are required by the Government to 
be performed on lands granted in Upper Canada to other Settlers and 
the period to be allowed for the performance of such duties shall be 
also expressed in the order. 

‘So soon as the settlement duties shall have been performed the party 
‘may obtain his Patent on paying the expence of preparing the same, 
which itis supposed will not exceed £2 10s. Sterling on each grant. 

Each tract of 70 Acres so granted shall be subject to the payment of 
‘an Annual quit Reat to the Crown of two pence per acre to be paid half 
‘Yearly in such manner, and subject to such penalties and forfeitures, in 
the case of failure, as shall be expressed in the Patent, and the same 
‘quit Rent shall be'charged also upon the grants of 30 Acres. It shall 
however in every case be in the option of the Proprietor to redeem the 
quit Rent at any time on paying of Twenty Years purchase and with 
respect to the original location of Seventy Acres, no quit Rent shall be 
chargeable until 5 Years have expired from the time of the location. 

‘As itis intended that all Persons who shall be thus assisted by the 
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Government in removing to Upper-Canada shall become actual 
Settlers in the Province it is necessary it should be clearly understood, 
that if the conditions of cultivation and improvement to be specified in 
the location ticket, shall not be performed within the period prescribed, 
or if the person locating any lot under the present system shall before 
receiving his Patent for the same, withdraw from Upper-Canada, and 
remain absent for the space of Six Months without sufficient cause to 
be allowed by the Lieutenant Governor of the Province, the Land so 
assigned to such Person may be given to another Applicant. 


Fermoy: Printed by Thomas Lindsey, King’s Street opposite Abbey- 
Street 


2. PETITIONS FOR INCLUSION 18 THE EMIGRATION! 
Aprill 28% 1825 
To Peter Robinson Esq™ 
"The Humble Peion of MichacSulivan most submissvely Sheweth 
that Pei nearly welve months ago removed from a distant part 
ofthe County to the Cove of Cork inorder tobe ready for Emigra- 
tion to Upper Canada at the fist opportunity-—Peti is a Stout 
healthy man has three young fellows Sons ofa promising appearance 
Petit” and his Sons have been brought up to the Culvation of the 
Land his wife also is a healthy woman & so i a Girl a Daughter of 
hie Pei humbly implores your Honor to tak him & his family into 
Your Consideration he and his Boys are wiling to go to the remotest 
Part ofthe Globe that they Could get a Piece of Land to Cultvate— 
Petit’ Can produce excellent testimonials ‘of Moral Character it 
required Petit relies on your Honors humanity and wil asin Duty 
Bound for ever 
Pray 





‘Newmarket on Fergus. 
April 16th 1825. 
Sir, 


T beg leave to inform you, that I have written to you in July 
1823, to request that my family would then be taken out to Canada, but 
found by the very polite reply with which M" Ingram had the goodness 
See “The Assisted Irish Emigration to Upper Canada under Peter Robinson 
in 1825, inclodine the Founding of the Cty of Peterborough and the Settlement 
‘of the Surrounding Townships." an M.A. thesis, Queen's University, 1934, by 
HT. Pammett, Ie historical value i lesened by an unnecesanlly exaggerated 
‘as against Robinson and the early arstocraue” setters in the region, but it 
contains a great deal of collateral material relative to conditions in Ireland and 
‘many other aspects of the Emigration. 
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eter Robinson Papers, Peterborough Publle Library 
‘TESTIMONIAL OF CHARACTER FOR JEREMIAH BOLAND 


to favor me, that you had sailed a few days previous to my application, 
T hope it is not now too late to address you on this subject, when the 
present benevolent Government contemplates the relief of some of the 
unfortunate sufferers of this country, by encouraging emigration. I 
hhave a Wife and Eight Children, four Sons and as many Daughters, 
rising gradually from 11 to 21 years of age; the Bearer, whom I send 
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to wait on you, is my eldest son, they are all well educated and indus- 
‘rious, and I can procure the most satisfactory Documents of Character. 
beg you will have the Kindness to acquaint me with the latest peri 
that is fixed for the Second Division of the Emigrants to sail, and if 
they will be allowed to take any Domestics or articles of furniture. 
Thave the honor to be, Sir, 
‘your very obedient Servant 
John Burke. 





Sir 
Having called at M* Roberts and not meeting you there I beg leave 
‘most respectfully to request you will have the goodness to forward an 
answer to my Father as soon after the receipt of this as may be your 
convenience. I have shewn M* Ingram’s letter to M* Roberts to whom T 
will take the liberty of referring you as to its contents, and have the 
honor to be Sir 
‘Your most obedient 
‘Humble Servant 
Edm? Burke. 


‘The Humble Address of William Croak 
Milthrea Parrish of Buttevant Reduced Farmer 


Humbly Sheweth he (Addressor) Intered his name and Bight Children 
and wife 4 Boys and 4 Girls the youngest of which is 12 years of age 
in Ballygibblen last August for Immigration to Upper Canada and now 
‘on your Hon” Arrival Disposed of his potaties and Furniture and re- 
duced himself to a State of Bezgary as the regestry where addressor was 
Tntered has been lost in Ballygibblen Addressor now has no refuge 
under Heaven but relying on your Hon Goodness and Humane Char- 
acter which Adorns the Country that Gave Your Hon* birth for which 
‘Addressor and poor Family will Fervently pray your Temperal and 
Etternal welfar for life as in duty bound— 


Sit 

take the liberty of recommending the bearer Marg! Groves a widow 
with two sons and a daughter who are anxious to proceed to America 
to joint a part of the Family who have already gone and are setled 
there. The woman is a Native of the County of Wicklow and bears an 
Excellent Character. She has been All her life accustomed to Agricul- 
tural business and her Family is one of the better order of Trish Ten- 
antry, Indeed T may recommend her and the Family she takes with her 
4 persons who came within the description of those intended to be 
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tempted by the measure of Emigrating to Canada and under these Cir- 
‘cumstances 1 am induced to trouble you with a line in favour of a 
Family who have been always considered people of excellent Character 
and Conduct. 
Lam Sir 
Your mo! Obt Servt 
‘Thor Otho Travers 
E* Ind Co Recruiting Depart 
Cork 27% Apr’ 1825 


Worthy Sit 
the humble petttion of James Walsh humbly sheweth that he is a Poor 
man of a Young helpless Charge really Famishing for want of work his 
‘Name is on the Books with Lord Mount Cashels in Kilworth these two 
months two goe to uper Canada and he hopes Your Honor will take 
him in to your humane Consideration and give him a leter to Captain 
Robinson or to any of the Lords as he can Produce the Best of Caracters 
from the Rev! Thom Barks and Father Foran it is the greatest act of 
Charity Ever was done to take him and his young helpless Charge out 
of misery 
‘And he in Duty Bound 
Will for Ever Pray 
James Walsh 


Sit I Beg leave to represent y" honour that I the returned Emigrant 
for upper Canada Ne 166 am fully satisfied to Embark for the same 
‘with the exception of My Children Being not in array to Bear any of 
the frigids Nor am T provided With any farming utensils and in fine T 
‘Am not able to Defray my Expence to the Beach Sir I am anxious to 
‘know whether I am to be Provided with any of the above 
Honoured S* 
T remain y* Unexceptionably 
Peter Fane 


I certify that I have long known Francis Young—He is a man of 
‘most industrious sober habits & great mechanical ingenuity and having 
‘a numerous family—consisting of 7 Sons from the age of 7 to 20—and 
2 daughters—I think him a person fully deserving of any encourage- 
‘ment which the Government may wish to offer to emigrants— 

Dated at Newport 
June 21 iam See 
1823 Curate of Newport 
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am acquainted with the bearer margret S* Leger alias Markaham, from 
her infancy, and intimately in my parish these eight years past, and 
from my knoledge of her, I consider her to be an honest, virtuos, & 
wel conducted young woman, who is respectably connected in the 
County of Clare, She is now determined to go to her her husband, to 
Canada in America, where he is there two years past. I recomend her 
most earnestly to the Care of Captain Robertson & the passengers of the 
‘vessel in which she is sail 

Six mile Bridge County of Clare 

Ireland April 25 1825— Comelius Clune 

Parish Priest 


To Captain Robinson— 
‘The Petition of Henry Molony of Six Mile Bridge in the County of 

Clare Labourer— 

Humbly Sheweth 

‘That your Honor’s Petitioner has made Application to you in 
Cork on or about the 1** of July 1823 for a Passage to America at 
which time you were ready to sail— 

That your Honor then informed Pet that, as Pett had not his 

hhim in Cork, nor Could not reach there before the Vessel 
‘would sail. Your Honor kindly advised Pet" to return home, and the same 
opportunity w! offer the Spring following but your Honor did not come 
to Cork at that time— 
‘That Pett was obliged to sell the Chief part of his effects to 
travelling expenses then and now, and must remain in a 
most deplorable condition if Your Honor does not give him and family 
18 Passage this time— 

‘That as Pet" is a Labouring man, as you may perceive by the 
Certificate herewith handed you, and placing a full reliance on the 
promise your Honor made him in July 1823 He therefore humbly hopes 
your Honor will grant him a Passage, and Pet® will Pray— 

Six Mile Bridge 14th March 1825— 











Please your Honour 
‘The humble petition of James Condon— 
Most humbly and respectfully sheweth That petitioner held a small 
farm from the Earl of Kingston, and was dispossessed thereof last Novem- 
ber, in consequence of the smallness of his Lot, as his Lordship would 
not allow small Lots to be let on his Estate in future That his Lordship 
promised petitioner at that time to recommend him and family to your 
Honour at your next arival in this Town. And that there was no occa- 
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sion to have petitioner’s name inserted on the List. Please your Honour 
petitioner has three Boys in his family. humbly hopes your Honour will 
take him into Consideration— 

‘And petitioner as in Duty bound 

will always pray for your 

Honour's welfare. 









































Cusayanre 


Peter Robinson Papers, Peterborough Public Library 
CERTIFICATE OF ACCEPTANCE, ROBINSON EMIGRATION 


3. THE PASSENGERS ON THE TRANSPORT Resolution’ 

A return of IRISH EMIGRANTS proceeding to CANADA, to be setled at the 

Expense of His Majesty's Government, under the superintendence of Me. PETER 

ROBINSON, Embarked at COVE on Board of the Resolution Transport, Captain 
Anthony Ward, Master for Passage, to QUEBEC : i 

Coretta eapae ‘G.I. Reade Esq’ Surgeon in charge. 


"Two sila lst, one apparently forthe Captain and one for the Surgeon, are 
found for each ship. The other ships and their quota of passengers are as fellows: 
Fovtdude, 282; Siar, 214; Regulus, 1ST: Amity, 147; Albion, 101s Elzebelh, 210; 
Jol Betry, 253; and Brunswick, 343, ‘The Brunswick, apparently the largest, 
‘he only one thatthe editor has sen mentioned elacwhere, Edward Talbot refering 
te bis passage on her ia 1818 and to the sume captain, Robert Blake. See Gull, 
The Grea! Migration: the Ailonic Crossing by Sailing-Ship since 1770 (New York, 
187), postin: and Ploncer Tans and Taverns (Toronto, 1996), Vol. I, ps 42. To 
‘this able six clams detailing sex and age have been deleted, ab thenfermation ie 
‘apparent in the columns ‘Names’ and ‘Age’ 











ARETURN of IRISH EMIGRANTS proceeding to Connie, to be ected at the 
‘Expense of His Majesty» Goverment, under the epsintendence of Ma. Prtaa Ronswoe 
abrhod at Gone, om Beard of the Zen fach 
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‘Peer Robinson Papers, Peterborough Public Library 
FIRST PAGE OF THE LIST OF PASSENGERS ON THE ELIZABETH, 1825 
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W Men Tacluded inthe Males 
38 Women dint Females above 1 
Males above 44.00...) “Bh 
wader oT 
Females above 14 58 
tinder HL « 
“Total___Total 227 
Heads 
ri Names Age Occupation Former Remarks 
Farin Residence 
1 Fatick Kearney 88 Farmer 
3 Caste Lyon 
» Cork Lord 
. Enniamore 
5 130 
i 
2 RichtAndcews 42 Shoemaker Ear of 
Susnana 38 Brigown Kingston 
Jeremiah 1% Coe 3 
Eien 2B 
Elen 0 
Wilton 7 
Frances 3 
3 JohnO Doghery ST Farmer Brigown Ea of 
Eten 2% Core ”” Kingston 
Anne 5 % 
Juste 3 
Kity B 
John 2 
Mary 2 Site to Joho 
4 Willa Torpy 54 Farmer 
Mary “ 
Thomas 2 
Michel 2 
Mary 9 ° 
Kityy is 
Honora 5 
Jobe 3 
Eitabeth 10 
treet, d 
5 Robin Wabh 38. Farmer 
May Walsh as Ear of 
John @ Kingston 
Tomas % i 
tual i" 
Johanna ° 
Robert a Brigowe 
Michel 3 Core 
6 David Magner 32. Farmer 
Mary Ee Kilworth Lord 
che i Cont Mounteasbel 
u st 
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Teas 
ri Names Age Occupation Former Remark 
Falce Residence 
3 
* 
7 Willhm Hogen 30. Sawyer Mitchlstown 
En Cone Ear of 
? inwaton 
; o 
i 
i 
8 Jota M*Koy 27 Labouror—Doneraile Lard 
a Cone ‘Donerale 
7 @ 
4 
2 
9 Willem Clary 45 Farmer 
o 
Tithy Ey » 
May" is 
Janna 2 
Wits 0 
Ctherne 3 
10 Will Winns 20 Farmer 
Micha ia 2 
Ese 2 
11 fob Quinlan 35 Labouror 
Margaret 3 Ata 
Michel 2 Waterocd Lord 
Jame io Mouotchasl 
Mary 3 ry 
Catherine : 
Ninoy 1 
12 Bryan Walch 35 Farmer Temple Ling 
Mary En Tipperary Bar of 
Edmond dl ingeton 
May 3 
he 2 
1 John MCraith 57 Farmer “Brigown arto. 
Mary En Cone Kingston 
Elica rf 3 
‘ohn a 
Bane 10 
May * 
Catterne i 
“ 2B Farmer) Left Castle Lyons 
a Perea coe Lond 
1 Lachine Mousthasl 
6 35 Farmer fs 
Ey 
2 0 
8 Sister 
16 Mary Matony 80 Mother 
Wilt 25 Farmer Head Fame 
Mich! a Brigown 
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Heads 


Families 


Names 


Age 


Occupation 


Former 
Residence 


Remarks 





" 


8 


10 


a 


Eee 
Honora 
‘Thomas Carey 
Exther 

Anne 
Samuel 
Sarah 
Richard 
Thomas 
Exther 
John 
Robert 
John Cranly 
Margaret 

Jona 

Patrick Brion 
Honora 

Willam 

Anne 

John 

David 

Elizabeth Carrot 
Joba Fleming 
Edmond Allen 
Bridget Allen 
Joba 

Willa 

Mary 

Edmond 

Robert 

Bridget 

Bridget Johnson 
John Condon 
Sirah 

Martin 

Henry 

James 

Henry Couche 
Sesaana 
‘Susunna 
Christopher 
Henry 

Mary 

Anne 

Jase 

‘Thomas Condon 
MM 








BEES a oo8S-BSere 


eoRESSRS eo u¥SE 


wSESESS. 


Farmer & 
Slater 


Farmer 


‘Cork 


Farrahy 
Cork 


Donesky 
Tipperary 


Reduced Farmer 


Nalloe 


Shoemaker 


Farmer 


Mitchelstown 
Cork 


Mitchelstown 
Core 


Kiworth 


Earl of 
Kingston 
‘30 


ocd 
Ennismore 
120 


Lord 
Enismore 
128 


18 


Sister inlaw 


Granddaugh 


ar of 
Kingston 
it 


Earl of 
Kingston 
ey 


Lord 
Enniamore 
13 
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Heads 
of Names Age Occupation Former Remarks 
Families Residence 
May 5 
‘Thomas 1 
24 Nancy Purcell 40 
Thomas A Reduced Church Towa Capt 
Elise 2 Core 
Patrick 7 185 
1% 
“ 
18 
10 
25 Willa Barrett 35. Farmer 
Johanna 35 Kilworth Lord 
Joba 1B Cork Mountchasel 
Mary 1 102 
Willa 0 
Norah 7 
Johana ‘ 
Barond 1 
2% Pat" Donnle 40. Farmer_——Brigown Earl of 
Martha, 38 Conk Kingston 
Edmond 2 16 
Catherine » 
Ellen is 
Patric “ 
Jane a 
Mary a 
2 John Armstrong 32. Farmer ——_-Mitchelstown, 
Elis 30 Reduced Core 
Mary ry Earl of 
Samuel 18 Kingston 
Francis ° ES 
‘Thomas 8 
7 
3 
1 
cy 45 Farmer Mitchelstown, 
% Cork 
19 Earl of 
16 Kingston 
rf 0 
2 
» 37 Farmer 
2 2 
7 
if 
a 
7 
1 
1 
20 8 Cooper Mitchelstowa 
Bridget 2 Cork Earl of 
James 3 Kingston 
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Hed 
of Names Age Occupation Former Remarks! 
Fasilien Reidence 
Johanaa, 4 2 
1 Michail Brien $3. Farmer ——_—Brigown 
Giliars 8 Core Ea of 
‘Mary Brien 2 Kingston 
1 2% 
6 
4 
2 40 Farmer Kilworth Lord 
B Cork Mounteasel 
2 ‘0 
10 
Maurice ry 
Daniel 4 
Patrick 2 
38 James McCarthy 35 Farmer Glandelane 
Mary u Core Lord 
James ° Mounteasel 
Thomas 6 ro 
John 4 
Mary 2 
54 Florence Driscoll $2 Farmer Castle Lyons 
Mary 2 Cork Lord 
Denis 6 Enniemore 
Margaret 3 138 
35 George Byrnes «25 Farmer ——_Brigowa. 
Kirty 2 Cork Ea of 
Patrick 4 ‘ot 
Kingston 





4, SURGEONS’ Lists AnD Comments 


(q) A LIST OF THE EMIGRANTS EMBARKED ON BOARD THE Albion IN 
MAY 1825 FOR A PASSAGE TO QUEBEC 


[Compiled by John Thomson, Surgeon R.NJ 











‘Number Number 
tof Name Age Remarks 
Farle Ticket 
1 James Daly 30 An excellent man worthy of 
Elles 28 encouragement 
Patric a 
Mary 2 
2 45 Thomas Stack «40. good industrious man 
Mary “ 
Honora » 
"The columns are totalled at the end of the document a follows: Men 40, 





Women 38, Males above 14 61, Males under 14 61, Females above 14 88, Females 
under 1647. 
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“No.of 


No, of 


Families Ticket 


Name 


Ages 


Remarks 





10 


6 


125 


0 
46 


a 


Richard 
Maurice 
Thomas 

Mary 

Johanna 

James Barry 
Bridget 
Margaret 
Bridget 
Catherine 

John 

Ellen 

‘Michael Saliva 
Suc 

Catherine 
Michael 





Catherine 
Mary 

Daniet 
Jeremiah 
Nancy 

Deniel Burges 
Avice 

William 


Emanuel 
Sabina 
Elizabeth 
Mary Anne 
Henry. 

Daniel 

Avice 

Patrick Healy 
Elia 

Mary 

‘Thomas 

Joba 

Judith 

Ellen 

Eliza 
Margaret 
Patrick Lysam 
Elen 

Daniel Connor 
Bridget 
Judith 
Margaret 
James 

Ellen 

Bridget 
‘Timothy Sweeny 


18 
ry 


BEN NEE.eREE Lean Eko s ESSE wo! 


died on the 20% of May 
‘Rdecent family 


Understands Midwifery 


Quiet but indolent, the wife 
industrious 


A plausible & I suspect a designing 
character 

'A'ood young man, 2 cooper by 
trade 

Saspcious 


Industrious & very quiet 





‘A decent family 


Very indolent 
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No.of Noa! 
Families Ticket Name Age Remarks 
Jokaans Ey 
Honors i 
Mary 0 
Catherine 4 died on the 79 of June 
31186 John Clancy 30 A\well behaved man 
Elisa 30 
Ellen 6 
William n 
John 3 
Josanaa 3 
32383 John Cotins 40 rather dirty & of an unhappy 
Johanna 40 temper 
Michael 2 
Timothy 18 
John 6 
Catherine M 
Edmund 2 
James 8 
Bridget 3 
Maurice 1 
138 Mary Keefe 48 very decent & quiet 
Mary v 
John 18 
“ 69 Bartholomew Lingane 30 A quiet family 
Ellen 18 
Mary 6 
Jeremiah B 
David 2 
Patrice io 
lira ‘6 died on the 22" of May 
Margaret 3. died on the 13 of June 
Edmund 2 
5 63 James Keefe 8 tidy, but I fear aot St for hard 
‘Aan 2 work 
Catherine 8 
James 1 
Elles 8 
Elia 2B 
Timothy 8 
Mary Anne 5 
16 184 John Brien 40) well behaved 
Margaret rr) 
‘Thomas 1s 
Ellen 2 
Catherine ° 
Febaana 1 
17170 William Ryan——30_well behaved 
Catherine 30 
Michael % 
Walks 8 
Ellen a 
18 161 Willam Relly 35 well behaved 
Elisabeth 20 
Thomas iB 
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Woof Noo 
Families Ticket Name Age Remarks 
Toot Ty 
Jona 8 
Mary 4 
Jeremiah 2 
Johanna 1 dit onthe 13% f May 
19 51 Daniel Sheehan 40 fstrious family 
2 
2 
7 
15 
10 
° 
1 
mm 37 well behaved 
30 
16 
1% 
10 
7 
5 
15 found on board after we sled, 
but not victuaed at sea 
a 7 81 A'very decent, good fantly 
2 
16 
1B 
0 
Catherine 5 
Denis H 
2 14 John Sheehan 30 An industrious good family 
Bridget 38, 
Cornelius 2 hardworking good young men 
‘Timothy 18 
Patrick rr 
8 
6 
16 
2 76 34 Well behaved 
Et 
16 
“ 
nL 
3 
5 
3 
a @ 32 hard working tho’ poor 
30 
“4 
Catherine 2 
James 10 
Eli 8 
Ellen 6 
‘Thomas 3 


Deborah Born at La Chie 
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No.of No.of 


























Families Ticket Name Age Remarks 
25 «287 —‘James Sheneck —$1_tolerable 
Johanna 28 
Mary 2 discharged to the Star 
Mary bora om the 12° June 
2% 48 John Regan 2. rather dirty 
Noy 80 
Abigail ai 
Witham 16 victualled as a female 
Mary 6 
2 —1TD_—Michael Lowes 44. An excellent family, worthy of 
Sarah 42 favor 
Michael 2 
Richard % 
Dorothy 2 
ot 40. A most worthy man, wile very 
32 industrious, he is brother to 
20 the above’ and wish to. be to 
‘8 gether, they are Protestants 
6 
Bot 5 rather dirty, but I hope will be 
0 industioue 
° 
7 
3 
Born on the of June 
3008 380, hard working family 
2 
Ps 
2 
3 
Abstract of the foregoing Lit 
‘Males Females 
above Mt above Mt Children Tot 
Eintarked at the Cove of Cork 5% 2 @ 10 
Discharged at the Cove of Core Z i! 
(On board at the time of sling 5B oo z 100 
Found on board when at sea 1 * 
Born on beard 2 
@ w i 
Died on board 3 => 
Arrived at Quebec id an) 8 
Jobs Thomson Surgeon RIN. 
‘and Superintendent 
Arrived at La Chine 7 is 
Born at La Chine 1 
w w 


Deserted at La Chine i 
Aaived at Presott 36 3 @ 1a 
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(b) A-LIST OF IRISH EMIGRANTS EMBARKED IN THE stp John Barry 
|W BURNIE. SURGEON 





Names ‘General Remarks &e. 


John Lane ‘A good Family. Tosirumental in saving the Ship when on 
Shore, thereby avoiding additional expence and delay 
Son Cottrel ina quarrel with an Indian of the Boat, brought 
fon by himself, about the Tarpalin, cut the Boatman in 
Several places'on the right arm, and was himsel! hurt 
AAs a compensation and! to prevent more serious conse. 
‘quences T'gave a, note on Com*” Fialay for Il. Dollars 
hich T mast pay on my retur, 








Hea Maloney Youngest child died at the Cascades on passage up the 
River: Buried atthe Cedar, 





Ju Siatery Aquiet Family. Youngest child died at Lachine 
ia (Brothers Tiny John very troublesome Ghee SA 
Mic! Dai ‘A Protestant Family 

‘Taw Callaghan quiet Family. A eld born inthe John Barry. 

Pat. Twomy A wil, hard-working, good man 

‘Tho Shea ‘A ict Family. Youngest Child die in Gulp St.Lawrence 
Cor MeAulife A quiet family 

John Daly (A goo, industrious, oiing and willing Family 





(Himself by trade a Cooper. 


(A very good, quit, wling & industrious Family deserving 
(every attention & encouragement 








at Gillman Hiimeelf a very good man, Hapa large Family of Daughters 

Jat Huy 

‘Thot Hennessy 

Joba Blackwell, Avery exellent Family, Protestants, of good and industrious 
Daughters. Was instrumental in saving the ‘Ship Se, 
[Brought out a Lad from Cork, engaged to serve him 3 years 
who has, to his great loss, left hia on some frivolous excuse 
Deserves every encouragement. Has behaved wholly to my 
satisfaction. 

Joba Sollivas ‘A very good Family, of kind and industrious Daughters 


Fully satisied with ther behaviour 
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Names 


General Remarks 8 





Gora Sullivan 


‘Thor Groves 


John Walsh 


rancis Young 


We Foley 


Martin O. Brien 
Dé Hogan 


Jee Boland 
Jat Condon 
Pat, Baragy 
John Kelebar 


‘Tho Casey 
‘Tim Regan 


‘Tin Leary 
D# Owens 
Jat Mahooy 
Dan! Malony 


“A very good snd willing Family, chiely grown up, behaved 
‘wel on the Passage 


A very excelent Family, Protestants, The Mother 2 worthy 
ied women, Boys very wiling and attentive, Affrid of 
Ther aeighbours and has suffered il, fom some on account 

3. Has two daughters Mé in Rameay, whom she 
i 10 join, She ie very diserving every indulgence 








AA very excellent Family, acquainted with gardening. Has 
‘behaved himself well and. deserves every encouragement 
and recommendation, wrought hard at the Pups 


A very excellent Family, wiliag, industrious, and obliging 
in every respect, have behaved in the most examplary 
tanner, and deserve every attention and encouragement, 
Tatrumental in saving the Ship. 





A very excellent Family, of quiet and wing lads, have 
‘pebaved to my’ entive saisaction. Has two sans at God. 
‘manchester, whom he is anxious to join, provided he can 
Ihave his land and allowances 


A quiet Man, Youngest child died at P* Bersiamitis 


‘Aa old Soldier, wrought hard and behaved well on passage 
‘Acting as cookHae since committed bimelt 


A very good, quiet industrious & wing Family 
Assisted in cutting up and dividing provisions on pasrage 


Shanon!!! An excellent and willing man, and deserving 
‘every recommendation and encouragement from his good 
‘conduc, with which I'am fllysatsted in every particular. 
‘Assisted the 3* Mate with the provisions and took eare of 
the dogs on the Passage 


‘A very good Familybehaved well on passage 


‘Came on bourd sickly, Took Fever on 2 June Died at 
Quebec Hospital. Wile took sick shortly after, produced a 
child in the ® month. Convalescent at Quebcehurrled 
fff to Lachine. Arrived on Saturday evening. Took danger 
‘unl sick, on Sunday and died a¢ 12 on Tuesday —Child 
‘Sed and was buried at Kingston. Two Boys and Two gile— 
‘ery fine Children are let orphans. | left 8 Dollars belonging 
{them in M* Reales charge—Ther chest by some mistake 
‘has been left at Quebec 








Wile a lying mischief making woman 
‘A quiet Family. All very sickly 


‘Avery excellent Family, Bchavedintrly to my satisfaction 
‘uring the passage. Wat instrumental in saving the Ship 
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Nemes ‘General Remarks 
aad deserves every recommendation and attention from hie 
{general good conduct 

Dé Nagle Behaved well on passage. Story being known thinks himselt 
in danger among present neighbours. 








'5. LETTERS AND NOTES CONCERNING THE ASCENT OF Sr. LAWRENCE 
(@) SURGEON POWER OF THE Elizabeth TO PETER ROBINSON 


Prescott U Canada 21* July 
1825 


T deem it my duty to state to you that on the Emigrants under 
‘my charge landing at Montreal the 4* Instant—while busily employed 
in seeing them placed on the Carts with the baggage—James Lee and 
family Six in N*- deserted taking with him his bedding. 1 could not attend 
at the time neither had I means to prevent him—but on arriving at La 
Chiene T instituted an inquiry into the business and found that an Idea 
pretty generally prevailed that they Could do such an act with impunity. 
Not wishing to allow so erronious an Opinion to continue and also to 
deter others from following Lee’s example I took two of the people 
who witnessed the theft before the authorities at Montreal and having 
attended two days Informations were lodged against the delinquent he 
was arrested and sent to Jail but afterwards admitted to bail for what 
in England is deemed felony—Altho this was strictly speaking nothing 
but my duty yet as it was attended with some additional expence (which 
together with small sums supplied from time to time to the women who 
hhad sick children and no means of providing refreshments) amounts 
T find to about Twenty dollars— 
Should the service on which I was employed admit of its being reim- 
bursed I will feel much obliged by your doing so. if not the intention 
of this Letter will be fulfilled by putting you in possession of the fact 
of the man’s desertion 


Sic 


T have the Honor 
tobe 
Sir your Most Obedient 
Serv! 
CC. Power Surgeon 
To P. Robinson Esq’). N. in Charge of Emigrants 
fe Be be ) for Ship Elizabeth 
PS. Jeremiah Dwyer is bound in recognizance to prosecute at the next 
assizes holden at Montreal T believe in August. 
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(6) LETTER TO DR. READ, PRESCOTT 
Prescott 9% July 1825 
Sie 
‘We have to request that you will be pleased to use your endeavours 
to procure a supply of fresh provisions for the Irish Emigrants just 
landed here under our superintendence—which their state of exhaustion 
& general health so much require— 
We are Sir 
your Ob. Servants 
(Signed) Brian McMorris Surgeon RN. 
Superintending Ship Star. 
James W. Ternan Surgeon R.N. 


To ‘Superintending Ship Amity 
Doctor Read Mathew Burnside Surgeon R.N. 
fe be be Superintending Ship Regulus 


(©) ACCOUNT FOR MEDICAL ATTENDANCE 
Prescott 22" January 1826 
“The Honbl Peter Robinson 
Dito W. J Soot? 
1825 To Surict Attendance upon the Sick Ish Emigrants £ SD 
from 26% of July to 19 August at 10 shillings per 

















diem Tipe lee 
% Attendance and Medicine to Mr" Buckley from 198 
0:30 August. Woe 
Attending al night and Delivering M” Connel with 
‘Medicine subsequently. 1 
a a 





(@) LETTER RECOMMENDING WILLIAM FITZGERALD 
Prescott July 1825 
My Dear Sir 
This will be handed to you by We Fitzgerald who came with 
‘me in the Amity & in whose welfare I feel a very great interest. 

If any extra advantages be reserved for rectitude of conduct & strict 
probity they cannot be bestowed upon a more worthy person nor can 
any thing give me more satisfaction than to find that this making you 
acquainted with his worth should be productive of advantage to him, 

Believe me D* Sir 
Very truly yours 
P. Robinson Esq? James W. Ternan 
fe ke be 
1G. H. Reade, Surgeon of the Resolution, and subsequently doctor to the far 


iigrnts In Peterborough. 
‘Se: William James Scott, born in 1793, died at Prescott on October 14, 1875 
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(©) JAMES W. TERNAN, SURGEON ON THE Amity, TO PETER ROBINSON 


Kingston 19% Joly 1825 
My Dear sis— 

‘To ths I beg to annex a list of Emigrants who came with me in the Amity 
with their respective characters which may in some degree guide you until con 
firmed by your own acquaintance with them—. 

Thor Callaghan—quiet well bebaved & Slothfal 

John Gordon and all bis family highly deserving and wellconducted 
Dennis Shanchen—an honest well-disposed man 

‘John Galvin—os honest well disposed & industrious 4 young fellow as ever let 

‘is Country 
Dennis Kearnj--an honest well meaning creature 
Mich Costello—a good honest man with 2 good family 
Wo Ookiy-—a man of excellent principle & will be found to deserve encourage- 

ment 





John Stark—has 8 very good family—himsett impradent 

John Leary—an honest Sreatre & 4 very deserving family 

Pat Crowiy—a quiet well disposed man 

‘Devid Conry-—was generally well haved but consider him a stubborn turbulent 
characier 

Thot Hallehan—a well disposed man & a good family 

Owen McCarthy—a good Industious man & a very well conducted family 

Thor Murry well posed hones indolent man 

Michi Buckiy—has a very honest well conducted family for whose sake 1 could 
‘wish bim wellconducted 

we "Ftzgerald—a man of genlemantike behaviour & good priniple—to be 
Fisser ent 00d princp 

ich Englsh—a Slothfl well-behaved 





John Twomy—an honest well disposed fellow 
‘Dan Seully—a quiet industious man 
Bare Sullivan an insolent turbulent fellow 





James W Terman 
“Surgeon Roy! Navy 
Superintending Ship Amity 


(A) JAMES W. TERNAN TO PETER ROBINSON 
Kingston 1** August 1825 
Dear Sir— 

T beg leave to add my request to those of my Brother Officers who 
came to Canada in the Superintendence of Irish Emigrants, that you 
will have the kindness to arrange for the payment to us of a Colonial 
allowance usual in the Transport Service together with the travelling 
expences incurred from our arrival in the country. Indisposition pre- 
vents my having the pleasure of waiting on you but as one or more of 
the Officers concerned will have that pleasure I hope to be favored with 
your reply by their return—or else directed to me at “S. Garwood’s 
Esq’ R. N. Dockyard”. 

On my arrival here I had the pleasure of meeting your Brother who 
took with him your two dogs in excellent condition & as promising as. 
‘ever visited Canada. Much of their good state they owe to a man (Jn Lan- 
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caster) who came out with me in the Amity to whom I gave a note of 
recommendation to you—To other deserving men I also gave recommen- 
dations which Ihope you." give your kind attention to—In a private letter 
gave an outline of the Characiers of those who came with me & I can- 
‘not avoid the mention of the man Mich.' Buckly so highly recommended 
by the Mayor of Cork as one of the most infamous characters with re- 
gard to whose family D." Reade has made some arrangements the neces- 
sity of which you." soon discover—Altho’ it may be surely called super- 
errogation I cannot withold the charitable advice of the immediate 
removal of the Emigrants from this place—Their encampment is un- 
healthy & fever increases rapidly—I have to return my warmest thanks 
for your kind letters of introduction—not having visited York I had not 
the pleasure of delivering to the At” Gen'—M? Price of Quebec I left 
well & should you have any commands to him I shall gladly be the 
bearer and am Dear Sir very sincerely yours 
James W. Terman, 


(g) RECOMMENDATION OF DAVID HOGAN 


have known the bearer David Hogan private in the 48 Regiment and 
‘on his passage from New South Wales— His conduct was correct & his 
‘character excellent, and I do believe him to be a good and honest man— 
Kingston 7 August 1825 
James W. Ternan 
‘Surgeon Royal Navy 
Superintendent of Emigrants 


(h) RECOMMENDATION OF JOHN DooDY 


John Doody a Butcher conducted himself with propriety on the pas- 
sage and as I understand a good tradesman and well conversant with 
the cutting part of his trade 

Prescott F. Connin 

5 Tuly—1825 Surgeon R.N. 


(2) NOTES CONCERNING EMIGRANTS ON THE Fortitude 
‘Memo. of some of the Fortitudes Irish Emigrants 


James Cotter) Bad and Dangerous characters & 
Patt Lehay fit for any mischief 

Mich. Elligott) Insolent 

We O'Halloran) Ruffians 


{could not point out any others as with the above exceptions I had 
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‘no reason to complain of the conduct of any between Cork & Quebec 
Flaherty the bearer of this served as cook to the Emigrants on the 
passage out and conducted himself in every respect well 


Fortitude F, Connin 
at Quebec Surgeon in 
15 June 1825 Charge 


(j) EMIGRANT RIOT AT LIISLE DE PERREAU 


Memo 

Friday 24 June 1825, about 9 P.M. arrived at Lilse de Perreau 
found the boats that had arrived before us in terrible confusion landed 
with dificulty and discovered that some of the Emigrants had broken 
the door & windows of a house and severely cut two men in the head 
with stones, the clock was also broken dressed the wounded men & 
‘ordered the boats on for fear of more mischief. Originated in a dispute 
about boiling a kettle. Sunday 26 Mr Simson of Coteau endeavoured to 
discover the offenders the Sons of Cotter & Casey without doubt con- 
cerned as they were wounded. The damage estimated at ten pounds on 
‘our arrival at prescott Mr Reade dismissed Cotter and Casey they came 
fou in the Fortitude but suspicion attaches also to the Henny’s of the 
Albion. 

John Thomson Surgeon R.N. 


6. PETER ROBINSON’s DESCRIPTION OF THE ARRIVAL OF THE SETTLERS 
[Public Archives of Canada, Q 343 pt. 2, pages 263-4) 


Cobourg. 
6% Oct" 1825. 

My Dear Brother 

eave this in a few minutes for Smith—The emigrants are all at the 

head of the Otonabee River, with the exception of a few 





‘The asval ofthe poor immigrants fom Ireland has given ws some variety.” 
wrote Frances Stewart, “They are encamped on the ‘pins a place sbost to 
{nda half miles of. Thelr hots Took very ody Being made with poles sanding 
‘p, Boughs or branches of trees interwoven, and mud Patered over tis The 
Ite in these til lg shanties ace ready for thelr familes in Douro. These huis 
flready cause the ping tobe saled vilage Drs Reade has come s the 
migrant? doctor, and his wife the fet lady who has settled here. The Doctor 
{liked smong the poor Ish, ef avery humane, Bosptable, finaly litle man 
‘Tho poor creture sired a good Weal and miny died” (Our Forest Home 
(Forder, 1889), p. #7) 
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‘Men Women & children _ 
from 14 years upwards 28 
Children under 14 including 
those just born 37 


65 Total 


by this you see that the mortality has not been so great for the num- 
bers, & the uncommon unhealthy season.—I had a letter from Major 
Hillier in which he mentions that Birdsall had been instructed to call 
‘on me to consult as to the survey of the Town plot at the head of the 
‘Otonabee River, and I expect soon to see him—By the Bye why not 
call the Town Wilmor Horton’ it is the prettiest place I ever saw the 
Plain is very extensive & has just trees enough for ornament. 

It is impossible to forsee what difficulties I may get into with such 
‘a party as Ihave so remote from any force sufficient to quell a riot. As 
yet I am obeyed, and I exact the strictest obedience but there are many 
idle rascals from Ireland frequently exciting our people to mischief and 
Teading them astray—Such advises do much mischief however I am 
determined to carry a high hand at the Depot, & the first man that 
twoubles me shall be imprisoned & kept there, until I get advice— 

‘A Mr Hearn a Catholic priest is now at the Depot he seems quiet 
‘enough but from what he said last Sunday at Mass I fear he wants dis- 
cretion—He publicly told the—Ems. that Mr Crowley had no authority 
to come among them—The latter had spent some days with us & gained 
‘much, the affections of the people, and appears a very proper person— 
‘As soon as the Bishop arrives he must see to this.— 

Love to Em. God bless you 
ieR, P, Robinson 


{writen in margin] Tell Mr Crowley he will hear from me next pos, 














7, Orwer Levrers RELATIVE To THE SETTLEMENT 
(@)_ JOHN STRACHAN To R. W. HORTON 
[Public Archives of Canada, Q 343 pt. 3, pages 551-3) 
19 Bury Street St. James's 
5 July 1826 
Dear Sir, 

In returning M* Robinson's statement 1 beg leave to remark, that 
it mentions 120 families to be actually on their lands, and 62 missing. 
making up 182 heads of families which were located in 1824. 

‘Author of Ireland and Canade, London, 1839, 
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In accounting for these 62 it is stated, that 8 are dead,—but their 
children or relatives will certainly claim the lands assigned them, which 
are indeed secured to them by a special law of the Province. 

‘As to these eight therefore the object of Gov' is obtained—a family 
has been sent from Ireland, or if the dead persons have no families, their 
heirs will come out to claim the property, and thus the same lot may 
produce a double emigration — 

Nine are said to have gone to the United States—but it does not 
follow that they are lost to the Province —the probability is, that they 
hhave gone to work on the Canals and public works to gain money to 
enable them to purchase cattle, which is quite usual, and that in a short 
time they will all return—This is the case with hundreds of Emigrants— 
‘They leave their lands for different periods from 3 to 24 months accord- 
ing as they are successful. But should such persons not return, which T 
conceive to be improbable (as it is their interest to return) the lots 
assigned them, being now in an improved settlement, will sell for more 
than it cost Gov' to bring the first Locatees out. 

(Of the thirty two heads of families still remaining in Canada it appears 
to me of very little consequence to His Majesty's Govt, whether they 
hhave continued on their original Locations or not—Some may have 
joined other Trish Settlements of which there are several in the Province 
from having friends and relations or liking the lands better, for these 
poor people are kind to each other. 

‘Many of them are doubtless employed on the Welland Canal earning 
‘money to purchase live stock, and will either return to their first loca- 
tion, or purchase lands in another part of the Colony. Others again are 
‘employed in getting out timber from the woods, & rafting it to Quebec, 
an employment which often commands great wages—such will come 
back at the end of the season—One has returned to Ireland and may be 
considered the only loss—So that in my opinion 181 out of 182 are 
satisfactorily accounted for—T remain 

Dear Sir 
Rob! W. Horton Esq. MP. ‘Yours sincerely 
John Strachan, 


(b) THOMAS A. STEWART TO THE REVEREND JAMES CROWLY 


[Evidence before Select Committee on Emigration from the United 
Kingdom, 1826] 


Copy of a Letter to the Rev. Mr. Crowly, a Roman Catholic Clergy 
‘man, from Mr. Stewart, a Magistrate and a very respectable gentleman, 
residing in the midst of the Irish Emigrants: 
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Douro, January 20, 1826. 
Dear Sir, I beg to transmit the following Statement: 


Some days ago 1 perused paragraph in the ‘Colonial Advocate’ 
relating to Mr. Robinson's Emigrants, stating that 30 had left this in 
‘one night and gone to the United States, and that the rest were inclined 
to go also; this I conceive to be entirely false and without foundation, 
Tam here living in the very midst of them, from 20 to 30 pass my 
door almost every day; I visit the camp every week, and at all times I 
take an opportunity of conversing with them on their affairs. T have 
always found them satisfied and happy. Some of them have told me with 
tears in their eyes that they never knew what happiness was until now. 
In general they are making great exertions in clearing land, and the 
exertions have astonished many of the old settlers. I conceive that this 
is in general owing to the great care Mr. Robinson has shown to their 
complaints and studying their wants. Not one complaint has there been 
against them by any of the old settlers, and itis the general opinion that 
‘where so large a body of people are brought together none could con- 
duct themselves better. When we heard of their coming among us we 
did not like the idea, and immediately began to think it necessary to put 
bolts and bars on our doors and windows; all these fears have vanished. 
‘These fears I must acknowledge were in consequence of stories that 
‘were circulated before their arrival in this part, which have all turned 
‘out fo be equally false with those of the ‘Colonial Advocate’. Mr. Robin- 
son has also been particularly fortunate in his choice in the medical 
department, as the care, humanity, and great attention shown by Dr. 
Reade could not be exceeded. I could say much more, but the fact will 
speak for itself. 





‘Thomas Alexander Stewart 
To the Rev. Mr. Crowly. 


8. Sin PEREGRINE MAITLAND TO EARL BATHURST, 1826 
[Public Archives of Canada, Q340, pt. 2, pages 412-18] 
Upper Canada, 
York, 31st March 1826. 
My Lord 
Thave the Honor to inform Your Lordship that, during the last and 
present months, I visited those parts of the Country in which the Emi- 


See biographical notes on Frances and Thomas Stewart, Section XI, Nos 
tand2, 
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‘grants from the South of Ireland, sent out by the Government in 1823 
and 1825, have been settled by the Superintendant. 

‘Of those brought out in 1825, whom I first saw, I have much 
pleasure, in stating to Your Lordship that every evidence was afforded 
to me which the appearance, the conduct and the declarations of the 
Emigrants themselves could furnish, that they have escaped? all that 
benefit from the change in their situations which they could possibly 
have expected; and which the Government, with the kindest intentions 
towards them, could have desired. 

T transmit herewith the offical return of M’ Robinson, shewing the 
distribution of the whole number brought out; and when itis considered 
‘that the season in which they arrived was one of the most unhealthy, 
‘throughout these Provinces, that has been for some years experienced, 
the deaths which have occurred will not appear numerous; nor indeed 
‘could they be so regarded, under the circumstances, at any time—One 
family, and one only it will be seen has removed to the United States; 
and they had, I understand, the inducement of relations residing in that 
Country. 

All are now located on lands, with which they have every reason to 
be satisfied; the progress made by many of them in clearing their farms, 
‘was witnessed by myself, and not without surprise; and the example of 
the Emigrants who preceded them, their own evident emulation, and the 
opinion of the Inhabitants of the Country who have observed their 
progress, all confirm me in the conviction, that, with the aid so bene- 
vvolently afforded them, they may become, and that they are in every 
way likely to become, very useful Settlers in the Province; and to 
support themselves and their families in a state of comfort, to which 
they could scarcely have expected to attain. 

Not one complaint has hitherto been made of their conduct, they were 
unavoidably detained at different points of their route, in populous 
parts of the Country, Where they might have indulged a disposition to 
riot, and to such outrages as very frequently occur, when a large number 
of such are assembled in a place in which they are strangers. 

‘Your Lordship will perceive, in most of the addresses which were 
presented to me in the course of my journey through the Eastem parts 
‘of the Province, and which accompany my despatch to Your Lordship 
[Ne 15,, that the Inhabitants of the Country bear ample testimony to the 
‘200d conduct of these Emigrants, and speak with much gratitude of the 
iberal policy of His Majesty's Government, in providing for their 
Settlement in Upper Canada. 

1in one of her letters Frances Stewart gives a whimsical account of the visit 


to Peterborough. See Our Forest Home (2nd ed, Montreal, 1902), pp. 50-3, 
Probably 2 copyit’s error for the word experienced. 
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‘As they are now on their lands, very much dispersed, and in- 
dustriously occupied; having properties to improve, and families whom 
they can certainly support by their labor, I can see mo reason for ap- 
prehending that they will not become speedily identified with the other 
classes of our population, and continue to live in the same peaceable 
‘obedience to the laws, which they have to this time exhibited. I am 
indeed fully persuaded that Your Lordship may congratulate yourself 
‘on the complete fulfilment of the most favorable expectations that could 
hhave been indulged, with regard to these people, and that the result of 
the measure, so far as it has proceeded, offers, in its effects here, every 
‘encouragement to its continuance. 

With respect to the Emigrants of 1825, I cannot perceive that differ- 
fence of religion has occasioned, or is likely to occasion, any dis- 
agreable occurrences among themselves, or between them and the 
other settlers. On the contrary, though they are in general Roman Ca- 
tholies, they are kindly received by the Irish Protestants settled in the 
adjoining Township, and I trust nothing will occur to interrupt their 
friendly intercourse. 

‘After having visited these Emigrants in their Settlements in the Dis- 
trict of Newcastle, near the Rice Lake, I proceeded, accompanied by 
ME Robinson the Superintendant, to the District of Bathurst, to learn 
the state of those who had come out in 1823; and I was pleased to find, 
that the only doubt I have felt, with respect to the measure, and which 
regarded its details, was groundless; for these people, from whom the 
assistance of Government Rations was withdrawn at the end of the year, 
are certainly not in a state of suffering, but, on the contrary, have ad- 
vanced, judging from those whom I promiscuously visited, to a dogree 
of comfort with which they have reason to be, and evidently are, entirely 
satisfied. Mt Robinson had been prevented by the unremitting attention 
which the other 2000 settlers required, and by the necessity of his con- 
stant presence with them, from paying an earlier visit to those of 1823 
since his arrival from England; but the accounts which he received, on 
this occasion, were of the most gratifying description. He has directed 
‘a minute return to be made, from actual personal visitation at the house 
of every one of the settlers of 1823, which will soon be completed, and 
which will exhibit to Your Lordship, at one view, the progress they 
‘have made in cultivating their lands, acquiring stock fc. Tt will shew 
also what number of them are actually residing upon their lands, and 
what degree of truth there is in the report which has reached Your Lord- 
ship, of more than one half of them, having withdrawn to the United 
States. There were among these Emigrants some young unmarried men, 
fof whom some were turbulent characters; and having taken an active 
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part in the disturbance, which unfortunately occurred two years ago 
between them and the Scots Settlers, they happily found it prudent to 
leave the Country. 

‘The general conduct of the Settles, I am happy to be able to inform 
‘Your Lordship, is in every respect satisfactory. The allray of April 
1824, the causes and progress of which I reported fully, to Your Lord- 
ship at the time, does not appear to have left any unfriendly feeling 
behind it, and the Magistrates of the District publicly assured me, as 
Your Lordship will perecive in their address, that these settlers are, 
‘equally with the other Inhabitants, an industrious contented, and peace- 
able population. 

'M" Robinson himself can best inform Your Lordship, by what 
methods that good understanding, industry, and rapid advancement, so 
very conspicuous in both his settlements have been promoted, I found 
the Emigrants forward and unanimous in expressing a most grateful 
sense of the unwearied attention personally given by him to their wants 
and interests, Most probably the prevalence of this sense contributed in 
1 very material degree, to the complete success which the experiment 
has had; and when I consider the great mumbers and peculiar spirit of 
the people, who have been so happily provided for, and how many local 
Aificulties have been overcome in carrying the measure into effect, T 
‘cannot but feel, that the selection of the Superintendant has been most 
fortunate; and that the manner in which M* Robinson has performed 
the Service committed to him by Your Lordship, is justly entitled to the 
highest commendation. 

T make these remarks, not so much from a sense of Justice to Mt 
Robinson, who is sufficiently known to Your Lordship, as to impress 
‘upon Your Lordship the consideration, thatthe result a it respects the 
condition, and conduct of the Emigrants, and their feelings towards the 
Government, might have been very different, under other circumstances; 
and that it cannot be safely anticipated, that future experiments, which 
may be differently conducted, may not be attended with very different 
consequences. 








Thave the Honor to be, 
‘My Lord 
Your Lordship’s 
‘Most Obedient 
Humble Servant, 
P. Maitland, 


'See Andrew Haydoa, Pioneer Sketches in the District of Bathurst (Toronto, 
1928), pp. 13-61 
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9, Tas Honourante Perer Roninson’s Revorr, 1827 
4% May 1827. 
Sit 

Thave the honor to report for the information of Lord Goderich, that 
having been appointed to select and take charge of a limited number of 
Emigrants from the South of Irland, and settle them in the Province of 
Upper Canada, I left London on the 8* April 1825, and reached 
Mitchelstown in the County of Cork, on the 12°, From this date to the 
23" day of May, I was employed in selecting persons agreeably to my 
instructions, superintending their embarkation, and discharging the 
different Ships employed in their transportation. 

‘To choose about two thousand individuals out of fifty thousand who 
were anxious to emigrate, was found a very dificult and in many cases, 
an ungrateful task;—and altho T was assisted in the most zealous and 
friendly manner by the Noblemen, Magistrates and respectable Gentle- 
men of the Baronies from which they were taken, the utmost vigilance 
became necessary to prevent imposition. 

1m making my selection, 1 gave each man (head of a family) after 
being approved, a Certificate, and retained a duplicate, a method which 
found on trial, to be a much better plan, than merely keeping a register 
of their names in a book. In a few instances, persons holding these 
Certificates sold them to others, who were perhaps, sil more desirous 
fof emigrating, and whose families nearly corresponded in age, and 
‘number to their own; but I believe, in no instance, did the deception 
succeed. 

‘The Surgeon of each Transport had orders to report as soon as he 
had received his complement of Settlers on board, on which I proceeded 
to the Ship and mustered them all on the Main-deck—the Hatches were 
then closed except one, when in the presence of the Surgeon and Master, 
T took the Original Certificates which had been given over by the head 
of each family to the Surgeon, at the time of his embarkation, and 
from these after comparing them with the duplicates in my own pos- 
session, T called over the names of each individual belonging to the 
ifferent families, and made them pass before me, and when I was 
Satisfied they were of the age and description given in by the Father, 
fand that no imposition had been practised, they were sent between 
decks. 

Tn chosing [sc] the Emigrants the instructions that they should be 
small Farmers, able to make good Settlers, and without the means of 
supporting themselves in Ireland, were serupulously adhered to. 
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In one particular I was induced to deviate, in a few instances, which 
‘was in admitting a very small number above the age of forty five. They 
are however, farmers of superior intelligence and character to the other 
Emigrants, and appear from their experience in agriculture, and their 
‘greater practical knowledge, capable of giving a good example to the 
other Settlers, and of contributing essentially to the making of this 
second experiment still more creditable than the first. 

My anxiety to produce this desirable result, and the intelligence 
manifested by the persons in question, and the good characters which 
they produced, will, I hope, be deemed a sufficient excuse for this 
deviation in a very few instances. 

Nor is it irelevant to remark that aged Men and Women, when care- 
fully selected, are of great service by their influence and advice, in 
keeping up order, temperance and kindliness among the Setters, and 
in repressing discontent, insobriety and contention 

Tt was of great importance to me, that in selecting the persons deemed 
most proper to emigrate, I was assisted by the neighbouring Noblem 
Magistrates, and Gentry, because notwithstanding every precaution, 
‘murmurs were heard, and accusations were made. 

‘These were the more difficult to remove ot answer, because they 
seldom descended to particular cases, but were so conducted as to 
produce a general impression, if not contradicted, that the Emigrants 
selected, wore the exterior appearance, at least of having been ex- 
‘empted from that Distress which their removal from the Country was 
intended to remedy; and consequently that they were not of the de- 
seription of persons whom it was the intention of Parliament to relieve. 

Tt was fortunate that these things came to my ears before I left Ire- 
land, as it afforded me an opportunity of submitting my instructions to 
several Gentlemen of the first respectability and honor, who could not 
be supposed in any way interested, and who had an opportunity by 
personal inspection, and inquiry to ascertain how far these instructions 
Ihad governed my conduct. 

T therefore applied to the Mayor of Cork and Sir Anthony Perrier, 
to accompany me on board of the Ships, Fortitude, Resolution, Al 
land Brunswick, then at Cove, and ready for Sea, that by the most minute 
investigation, they might ascertain how far the Settlers on board of these 
Ships corresponded with the description of persons whom I was in- 
structed to Select, Their Certificate T beg leave to annex: Nor was this 
all, so deeply did I feel my responsibility that I invited M* Horace 
‘Townsend and M* Callaghan, to examine the Emigrants after they 
were all om board, and to assist me in re detecting any imposition which 
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might have been practiced upon me, in order that even at that late 
period, the object of such imposition might be discovered and 
punished. 

was the more anxious to procure the asistance ofthese two Gentle- 
ren, because 1 had been given to understand that they entertained 
very unfavourable opinion of the mode of selection, and in particular 
imagined, thatthe recommendation of the Noblemen, Magistrates, and 
Gentry, to whom I had been particularly referred, had been confined 
to their own Tenantry. 

The result was the most satisfactory; every suspicion was removed, 
and the approbation of the Gentlemen above noticed, given with the 
‘utmost sincerity and good will, to the faithfulness of my selection 

T beg to add the testimony of the Magistrates attending the Petty 
Sessions at Cecistown, County of Cork. 

“We hereby, Certty, that on Mr Robinson's arrival in this Country, 
jin the year 1823, the people of our neighbourhood were disinclined 
to accompany him to Canada, appearing to doubt the advantages held 
cout by the Government, to persons willing to emigrate to that Country 
being realized, on their arvival; and it was with great dificulty, the 
Gentlemen in whom they had confidence, could induce them to believe, 
that no deception was intended. 

“That since that time their minds have undergone a total change, in 
consequence, as we conceive ofthe favourable accounts that have been 
received from the Setlers of 1823, And that on M' Robinson's recent 
arrival in this country, the applications were so very numerous that it 
became a matter of great dificulty to make a selection from amongst 
them, claims and qualifstions being so nearly balanced. 

“That no persons however, were approved of, but such as were 
recommended by the written or personal applications of the respectable 
Gentlemen from whose Neighbourhood they came, and were of the 
description we understood from M* Robinson it was the intention of 
Govemment to prefer, such as the Inhabitants ofthe disturbed Districts, 
and farmers and others in reduced circumstances, unable to obtain an 
hones livelihood at home, or to pay their passage to Canada.” 

Before quitting this part of my subject, T feel also great pleasure in 
adding the testimony of thirty of the most respectable Gentlemen in 
the County of Cork, to the success of the former emigration, and the 
effect which it had produced on the population generally. 

“They also recommended one hundred families from their populous 
distict, all of whom were totally without the means of subsistance but 
of those T could only take a very few 

“We the undersigned Magistrates Clergy, and principal Inhabitants 
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of the Parishes of Passage, Monkstown, Shanabally, Barnahecly and 
Carrigline, beg leave to call your humane attention to the alarming 
state of our numerous labouring Classes in these extremely poor and 
populous parishes. 

“We have tried various expedients by voluntary contributions, and 
‘through the aid of Collections at Charity Sermons, to mitigate the dis- 
‘tress which so awfully exists in this part of the County of Cork, and in 
the Vicinity of the City on the verge of the Harbour. Various causes 
hhave arisen to create this peculiar distress, especially the number of 
{dle hands who congregated from all parts, and who were thrown out 
‘of Employment by the stoppage of the great works on the fortifications 
of Spike-Island, and the completion of the Naval and Ordnance Works 
at Haulbowlin and Rocky Islands. 

““Superadded to this, there are neatly two thousand Acres of Land 
vunleased and untilled in a great measure, and consequently unpro- 
ductive, close to the Town of Passage, and the Village of Monkstown. 
Poverty induced Fever—fever numerous deaths of heads of families, 
which have thrown numbers of Widows and Orphans on the bounty of 
the benevolent, who feel in this neighbourhood all the evils of absentee- 
ship. You have Sir, reduced what was deemed theory in 1823, to 
practice, through your Skill, ability, and zeal, and your knowledge of 
Canada. 

‘You have removed the prejudices which ignorance produced 
against Emigration to that Colony, by the successful experiment already 
tried. 

“We are of opinion, that about one hundred heads of families in this 
Barony, would gladly avail themselves of the bounty of Parliament to 
proceed under your directions to the proposed locations. We therefore 
hhope that you Will be pleased to take measures to relieve this District, 
from a portion of our unfortunate Population, who have no honest 
‘means of subsistence in the absence of productive Employment.” 

‘The whole number of Emigrants embarked amounted to 2024, in 
nine Transports as follows: 


Fortitude. ‘Thomas Lewis, Master, 
‘Mr Francis Connin, R.N. Surgeon. 
61 Men Males, above 14 89 
48 Women do. under” 56 
Females, above 14 5 
do." under * a 


10 May, 


i 


Total 282 
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‘Anthony Ward, Master. 
M" G. H. Reade, Surgeon. 
Males, above 14 

do." under” 
Females, above 14 

Do.” under ” 


Total 


John Mills, Master, 
‘Mr Jn® Thomson, R.N. Surgeon. 
Males, above 14 
Do, ' under ” 
Females, above 14 
do under ” 


Total 


Robert Blake, Master. 
Mr Jn? Tam, R.N. Surgeon. 
Males, above 14 

do." under” 
Females, above 14 

do." under ” 


Total 


Joseph Becket, Master. 


‘M® Ninian M’Morris, R.N. Surgeon. 


Males, under 14 
do. under” 

Females, above 14 
do, | under ” 


Total 


We Arrowsmith, Master. 


‘M? James W. Ternan, R.N. Surgeon. 


Males, above 14 
do. under” 
Females, above 14 
do. "under ” 


Total 


Gr 
6 


47 


227 


56 
39 
52 


191 


108 
16 


6 


343 


4 


42 
18 


147 
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Regulus. George Dixon, Master. 
Mr Mathew Burnside, RAN, Surgeon. 
29 Men Males, above 14 2 
25 Women do. under” 9 
a Females, above 14 36 
= do. under ” 30 
3 ae 
Total 157 
Fiabeth, Donald Morison, Master. 
Mr Pierce Power, RIN. Surgeon. 
45 Men Males, ahove 14 8 
31 Women do. under” 0 
z Females, above 14 56 
zi do. under > 30 
S ‘Total 210 


John Barry, Peter Roche, Master. 
‘M® W. Bumie, R.N. Surgeon. 


48 Men Males, under 14 88 
38 Women _do. under” 60 
Females, above 14 58 
= do” under ” 47 
2 quis 
Ba Total 253 


Having seen all the Emigrants embarked, and under weigh, I found 
it requisite to return to London to make the necessary pecuniary ar- 
‘rangements. Accordingly I left Cork on the 24%, and arrived in London 
on the 27% May, and having made such arrangements as were deemed 
sufficient, T got to Liverpool on the 8", and sailed in the Panthea for 
New York, on the 9% of June. 

"The passage was unusually long, and I did not reach Niagara till the 
28% July. Here, I learned that the Transports conveying the Emigrants 
hhad all arrived, having had very short passages, not any of them except 
the John Barry, having had more than 31 days. The greater number of 
the Settlers had been actually forwarded to Kingston, where they were 
encamped in Tents by order of His Excellency Sir Peregrine Maitland, 
and were anxiously waiting my arrival 

T likewise understood, that some of them were suffering from fever 
‘and Ague, occasioned by the excessive heat of the Season—the 
‘Thermometer having stood at 100 in the Shade, within the last ten 
days. 

Having delivered Lord Bathursts dispatches to His Excellency Sir 
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Peregrine Maitland, and received the warmest assurances of support, 
in forwarding the Setlement of the Emigrants, as had indeed been 
strongly manifested in the measure which has been already adopted by 
His Excellency, in setting apart for their reception, the Townships in 
the rear of the Rice Lake, which consist of as fine land as there is in 
the Province. 

‘Leaving Niagara on the 30% of July, I proceeded to York, and pro- 
cured without delay, from the Surveyor General all the information in 
his possession, relative to the land which T was about to Settle. 

‘On the third of August I arrived at Cobourg in a Waggon, a distance 
cof 70 miles from York, and altho’ I felt impatient to proceed to Kings- 
ton to see the Setters, yet, on consideration, I thought I should forward 
ry object more, by viewing the lands on which they were to be located, 
ascertaining the means of Communication, and the proper place for 
the depot of Stores and provisions. Instead therefore of going forward 
to Kingston, I went back into the interior, to ascertain these respective 
objects 

“Having employed M' McDonell, an intelligent and respectable young 
Man, well acquainted with the Country, as my Guide—T explored the 
different rivers and avenues of access, to the lands allotted for the Emi- 
‘rants, and was highly grated in discovering greater facilities of 
Communication than Thad anticipated, and that the tract was in every 
respect, highly eligible. I found that we could get our Provisions and 
Stores forwarded half the distance by Water, and that there was a 
central situation at the head of the Otanabee River highly convenient 
for a Depot. 

Having spent six days in exploring the Woods, and satisfied myself 
as to the quality and situation of the land, T joined the Emigrants at 
‘Kingston. Here I found them as comfortable as could be reasonably 
expected—some of them suffering from fever and Ague;* owing to the 
intense heat of the Weather, tho" not in a greater proportion than the 
Inhabitants of the Province generally. 

Every thing possible had been done for their benefit by His Excellency 
Sir Peregrine Maitland, He had appointed Colonel Burke, Deputy 
Superintendent, who was in charge at Kingston, on my arrival, and D? 
Reade the Surgeon had been left at Prescot, to forward the Settlers 
‘who still remained behind. 

‘On the 11% August T embarked five hundred on board of » Steam- 
boat and landed them the next day at Cobourg on Lake Ontario, 
distance of 100 miles—the remainder of the Setters were brought up 
in the same manner, the boat making a trip each Week. 

Our route from Cobourg to Smith, at the head of the Otanabee 

there were three hundred il with these 
tmumigrant asd. 











seases, and thietythree of the 
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River, ay through a Country, as yet, very thinly inhabited. The Road 
leading from Lake Ontario, to the Rice Lake, (12 Miles) hardly pass- 
able—and the Otanabee river, in many places, very rapid, and the 
Water much lower than it had been for many Years. 

‘The first thing I did was to repair the road, so that loaded Waggons 
might pass; and in this Work I received every assistance from the 
Magistrates of the district, who gave me fifty pounds from the district 
funds and this Sum, together with the labour of our people, enabled me 
to improve the road in ten days so much, that our provisions and bas 
gage could be sent across with ease and three large boats were trans- 
ported on Wheels, from Lake Ontario, to the Rice Lake. 

‘The Otanabee River is navigable for twenty four miles, altho’ in 
many places it is very rapid, and at this Season there was not water 
sufficient to float a boat of the ordinary size over some of the Shoals. 
To remedy this difficulty, I had a boat constructed of such dimensions 
as I thought might best answer, to ascend the Rapids, and had her com- 
pleted in eight days, so much depended upon the success of this 
experiment, that I felt great anxiety until the trial was made, and T 
‘cannot express the happiness I felt at finding that nothing could more 
fully have answered our purpose, and that this Boat sixty feet in length, 
carrying an immense burden, could be more easily worked up the 
Stream, than one of half the size, carrying comparatively nothing. 

‘Now that I had opened the way to the Depot at the head of the river, 
‘there was no other difficulty to surmount than that which arose from the 
prevailing Sickness, the ague and fever, which at this time was as 
‘common among the old Setters as ourselves. 

‘The first party I ascended the River with, consisted of twenty men of 
the Country hired as axe men, and thirty of the healthiest of the 
Setters: not one of these men escaped the ague and fever, and two 
ied. This circumstance affords abundant proof that the Settlers were 
much better off, encamped in the open Country during the greatest heat 
of the Weather, where they were not only les liable to contract disease, 
but were also exempt from being tormented by the flies, which swarm 
in the Woods during the Summer months. 

‘The location of the Immigrants by far the most troublesome and 
labourions part of the service, was completed before the Winter com- 
menced, and I had a small log House built for each head of a family on 
their respective lots where they reside; and it gives me much pleasure to 
be enabled to assure you that they have been obedient and well con- 
ducted, and that they have cleared and cultivated as great a proportion 
of their land as could be expected, as will appear by the annexed return. 

‘Theie letters to their friends in Ireland, will sufficiently prove how 
far they are satisfied with their present condition,’ and it will be easy 

'8ce No. 11 for their address to Sir Peregrine Maitland in 1826 
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for me to furnish you with such abundant evidence of their actual resi 
dence and industry as will fully satisfy you of their happy and 
prosperous condition. 

With regard to myself, I shall only remark, that from the commence- 
‘ment of my appointment, I have felt the utmost anxiety for the success 
of the measure, and have not only devoted my whole time and thoughts 
to its progress and happy accomplishment, but (besides exploring the 
Country) 1 have resided constantly with the Emigrants in the Woods, 
from the 15% August 1825, to March 1827, and a greater part of that 
time under Canvass. 

T embrace with pleasure, this opportunity of acknowledging my 
obligations to Colonel Burke the deputy Superintendent, and M° Reade 
the Surgeon, for their able and zealous assistance, for altho" they suffered 
as well as myself, from the unusual heat and sickness of the Season, 
they were, nevertheless, most assiduous in the discharge of their duty. 

After all, the general summary annexed of the actual state of the 
Settlers, their improvements, Cattle, and produce, will furnish his 
Lordship with more favourable and pleasing evidence than any thing I 
‘can say of the inestimable benefit conferred upon them, by their re- 
moval to Canada, and of the unquestionable success of this second 
‘experiment, 





Thave the honor to be 
‘Your most obedient 
‘Humble Servant, 





[Return ofthe Irish Emigrants of 155, 
‘up to the 24% November 1826." 




















jatibation ‘Men Women Children Total 
Settled in the Newcastle district, nr a eT) 
do. in the Bathurst, do, 2 19 2 e 
‘Remained with fiends ia 
Tower Canada 5 30 
do, with do, at Kingston . 2 
Absent at Cobourg 1 3 5 
Died at Sea, and in Canada 18 6 145 

a a? 
Embarked at the Cove of Cork, total 
‘Born at Sex 15, 9 Canada, 54 
Joined in Canad. 15 
2,108 





"Based upon the 2024 emigrants who embarked at Cork, the cost ofthis notable 
experiment in mace migration under state control and at wate expense was £21. 
per head 
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10. ADDRESS TO SIR PEREGRINE MAITLAND ON itis Vist 70 
PerERROROUGH, 1826 

[Presented on behalf of the immigrants by Patrick Barragan, a school- 
teacher, this interesting and characteristically Irish address is printed in 
the Appendix to the Report of the Select Committee of the British 
Parliament .. ., 1826, p. 299] 





To His Excellency Sir Peregrine Maitland, &c., &., 

We, the Irish Emigrants recently brought out by Colone! Robinson to 
this country, feel grateful to our gracious good King, and to His 
Majesty's worthy, good, and humane government for all they have, and 
Wwe hope yet intend, to do for us. 

We also are well pleased, and entertain the best wishes for, our 
Worthy Chief Mr. Robinson for all he has done for us!; and we are 
fully sensible that his fine and humane feelings will not permit him to 
leave anything undone that may forward our welfare. 

Please Your Excellency, we are totally at a loss for words adequate 
to express the thanks and gratitude we owe Doctor Reade for his active, 
skilful, and unremitting care, &., of us. We are likewise thankful to, 
and well pleased with, the officers placed over us. 

Please Your Excellency, we agree very well, and are pleased with the 
proceedings of the old settlers amongst us, as it is in the interest of us 
all to do the same. And should an enemy have the presumption ever to 
invade this portion of His Majesty’s dominions, Your Excellency will 
find that we, when called upon to face and expel the common foe, will 
to a man follow our brave commanders; not an Irish soul shall. stay 
behind; and if we have no better weapons in our hands, mow them down 
with our Trish shillelahs 

Please Your Excellency, we labor under a heavy grievance, which we 
confidently hope Your Excellency will redress, and then we will be 
‘completely happy, viz:—the want of clergymen to administer to us the 
‘comforts of our Holy Religion, and good school-masters to instruct our 
children. 

We now beg leave to retire, wishing Your Excellency long life, good 
health, and every success. 

GOD SAVE THE KING 


corroboration were needed it fs aforded by John Richards, sent out by the 
British Government to favestigate the success of tho emigrations of 1823 and 
1825. "I was two or three days at Peterborough,” he wrote, “during which time 
perhaps thinty or forty settlers and some with thei families, came in to see MT 
Robinson, and the manner in which they met him was gute affecting: it was 
nore to bless him as a benefactor than fo receive him as a visitor” (Sir R. W. 
Horton, Ireland and Canade (London, 1839), p. 36.) 
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11. PROGRESS OF THE ROBINSON SETTLERS BY 1847 
[Papers Relative to Emigration to Canada, pp. 10-11) 


(Ne. 137) 


(Cory of a DESPATCH from Earl Grey to Governor-general the Right Honourable 
the Earl of Hein 


owning-stret, 18 November 1847 
My Lord, 

Rurenarsc to your Lordship's despatch, No. 82, of the 20th of August 
enclosing a return of the assessed value of certain townships in the Newcastle Dis 
tit, in Western Canada, setded by pauper emigrants from Teland bevween the 
{years 1825 and 1898 for the purpose of being laid before Parliament, I have to 
Biform your Lordship that | gather, from two Reports of a Select Commitee of 
the House of Commons on Emigration, dated on the 26th May 1826, and 20th 
‘one 1827, that 2,024 Irish pauper emigrants, embarked from Cork inthe year 1825 
Tor Upper Canada, under the superintendence af Me- Peter Robinson’ that of this 
‘number €21 men, 512 women, and 745 children were located on the Neweastle 
District, and that the total expense of the conveyance of these emigrants from 
Ireland to Canada, and of their ettlement at Newcastle, including ther sustenance 
‘upto the period at which their fist crops enabled them to provide for themselves, 
‘Was 43,1431, 90 portion of which appears to have been repaid by the settles 

Thave now to request that your Lardship will ascertain and report tome, whether 
the townships, of which the aseesed value fe contained in your despatch, No. 82, 
are the townships on which these Irish pauper emigrants were settled, and if not, 
‘that you will forish me with any information which ft may be in your power to 
obtain respecting the formation of these settlements. 




















Thave, &e. 
iene) Grey 


(No. 20) 


Corr of a DESPATCH feom Governor-general the Right Honourable the Earl 
‘of Elgin to Earl Grey 


Government House, Montreal, 15 March 1848. 
(Received 10 Apa 1848.) 
My Lord, 

Wrmn reference to your Lordsip's Despatch, No. 137, of the 18th November, 
calling for farther information respecting the settlements formed in the year 1826 
‘by emigrants from Irland, under the superintendence of Mr. Robinson, | have the 
honour to communicate euch additonal particilars ax it bas been in my. power 
to collect from the scanty records remalaiag in the public ofices here, relating t0 
those settlements and from inquiries which I have instituted on the spot 

Enclosed fa return of the nther of acres granted to Mr. Robinsons emigrant’: 
in exch township, and returns in detal showing the preseat condition of every lot 
so granted, hat is to say, the numberof acres in each lot (generally 100,) che number 
ff acres now ceased and under cultivation, the aumber of sls, houses, cate, 
4c, on each lot. From these detale ie wil be suficently apparent, that none of 
these townships were settled exclusively by th emigrant of 1826. Since that period 
the remaining lands have contiaued ta be taken up by voluntary setlement, and 
the present condition of these townships may be gathered frm the folowing Table, 
compiled from the best information that cam be obtained. 
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Present | Number Present 
Number | of Acres | Present | Ascssed 
ofAcres | settedby | Number | Value of 

seceded in the | Mr: Robinson's} of Rateable 
— “Townthip. | Em Inhabitanes, | Property, 
"Total 
A 

Douro = =| 25740 6,000 108 1471 

Saute 3a.u0 3,000 1980, 25,898 

Otonabee = =| 48138 5,200 2080 38.307 

Eantmore =| "000 6.600 463 4160 

Asphodel- =] 22.018 3,600 70 1402 

Emily >| 35800 13,800, 2341 20.807 

Ome = asa ‘10 1385 20972 





Ie must be observed, that in the year 1896, when Mr, Robinson brought out 
the Irish emigrants, the above townships were all wilderness lands, ia the rear of 
the Newcastle Distiet, and far removed from the setled tracts. They now form 
part of the District of Colbourne which has the flourishing town of Peterborough 
{or its ehiet tows, a town Bist lad out in the same year of 1626, 
Thave, &. 
(Gigned) Blgin & Kincardine 








closure I ia No.4 


No, 1.—Retunx of the Number of Acai in each of the under-mentioned Town: 
stirs of Upper Cenade, located by Emigrants from the South of Irdand, under the 
fuperintendence of the late Hosourable Peter Robinson, in the year 1826; also 
texhibting the Number of Acres in the anid. Townships respectively, for which 
Patents have since ised, 








Number of | Number of 
“Townships 


ouro- 
Soith 
Otonabee 
Ennismore 
Emily 
Asphodel 
Ope = 





‘Total Located 
‘Total Patented => 





OF the unpatented lands, the partis concerned are from time to time proving 
‘hee claims, and applying for patents: the decease of the locates in some instances 
rendering ie necesrary to prove before the Heir and Devisee Commission their 
aims. 

‘A very small proportion of the lots have been resumed i 
locatees abandoning their Inada. 





consequence of the 





V. TRANSPORTATION: THE TRENT CANAL 


[Scr and that upon the Peter Robinson emigration of 
1825, containing as they do so many documents previously 
unpublished, form the core of this volume, Wide research has un- 
earthed a great deal of value on the Trent lakes and rivers, apart 
altogether from the more obvious printed reports of surveys, not- 
ably those of N. H. Baird. After Champlain was taken by the 
Hurons over the route in 1615, not much use was made of it for 
two centuries. But in 1785, and from time to time thereafter, maps, 
reports, and surveys were made so that the Government could 
decide whether the Toronto Portage was a better means to reach 
Lake Simcoe than was the Trent system, or whether there were not 
alternative routes to the north or east of the Trent lakes which 
might be preferable to either of the others as a connecting link with 
the Ottawa River or Lake Ontario. The decision in favour of the 
Toronto Carrying-Place shelved all thought of the Trent until the 
arrival ofthe first settlers along “the front” in the seventeen-nineties 
and in the Trent Valley a quarter century later. The exploitation of 
the timber resources then attracted men of enterprise and capital, 
and it was only a matter of time before the Trent Canal was under 
way, though the slow, intermittent development which character- 
ssed it throughout resulted in its being outmoded and of little value 
ong before completion, The Frobisher letter (No. 1), and its 
accompanying map, indicate that but litle of an exact nature was 
known of the Trent waterway in 1785. The Collins Map of 1790 
(No, 2) is of special value for its careful delineation of the four 
main carrying-places connected with the route, No. 3, Lieutenant 
Catty’s survey of a possible alternative route to the north, dis- 
couraged further efforts in that direction, John William Bannister’s 
rather visionary and impracticable plans for canal construction 
(No. 4) are of interest, especially because of his early prominence 
as a settler on the shores of Rice Lake. N. H. Baird's surveys of 
the cighteen-thirties, Nos. 7 and 8, are, of course, of pre-eminent 
importance, but the piecemeal construction was unworthy both of 
his survey and of the need as it existed in the eyes of his contempor- 
aries—as exemplified in No. 10. Nos. 11 and 12 indicate the mass 
of correspondence, largely in the Public Archives of Canada, that 
remains to testify to the ramifications of the Trent development; 
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and No. 13 is an historical statement of what had been accom- 
plished when the Federal Government took over the canal at the 
time of Confederation. 


1. BeNsason Frosisen Descrises He Trent Rovre, 1785 
[Public Archives of Canada, C.0. 42, Volume 47] 
Montreal 2** May 1785. 


Since I had the Honor to receive Your letter of the 10" March, 
have made every enquiry in my power, not only in Town but in differ- 
‘ent parts of the Country, respecting the practibility of a Communication 
from Lake Ontario to Lake Huron, and am sorry to say, all my en- 
deavours to acquire some knowledge of it are far from being satis- 
factory. 

T have seen several persons who have gone from hence to Lake 
‘Huron by the carrying place of Toronto, but have only met with one 
who set out from the Bay of Kentie, and that so far back as the year 
1761, and the knowledge he seems to have of the Country he travelled 
thro’ T consider as very imperfect, [ have however laid it down, in the 
inclosed Sketch, more to shew that there is such a Road, than any 
‘opinion I have of its being Correct—I am told the Lands from the Bay 
of Kent, to Lake la Clie abound with good Wood, and are generally 
fit for Cultivation, there are several Villages of the Mississagues on 
different parts of that Road, who raise Indian Corn, and other grain, 
and whose friendship it will be necessary to Cultivate, if upon survey it 
should be found practicable but if I may rely on information, there is 
very litle probability of establishing in that quarter a Communication 
for Boats or Large Canoes, on account of the Water being generally 
‘very shallow between the different Lakes, except in the Spring, and even 
then, it is described to me, as being insufficient for large Canoes, not to 
‘mention the Carrying Places, which are Six or Seven in Number to reach 
Lake la Clie, and Iam told two of them are near three leagues in length; 
‘Tam however informed that to the distance of the Rice or the Folle 
‘avoine' Lake from the Bay of Kentie, there is plenty of Water for Boats 
of any Burthen—From all these circumstances as related to me, T judge 
‘a Communication that way without paying any regard to the Carrying 
Places, to be from the want of Water totally impracticable, however as 
T believe there is no Man in the Country capable of giving any certain 


Literally translated “wild outs." As wild rice much resembles oats during 
growth, “the Lake of Wild Oats” is slmost as appropriate as “the Rice Lake,” 
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information about it, I think a Project that holds out so many advan- 
tages to the Province at large ought not to be relinquished, until itis 
found upon Survey, to be as represented really impracticable and should 
that be the Case, the next object that offers to Introduce a Communi 
cation between the two Lakes is the Carrying place of Toronto which 
from the Ontario side to Lake Huron is a direct line, is no more than 
100 Miles, and by Water it does not exceed 160—That is Toronto 45 
Miles, Lake La Clie 37, thence to Lake Huron over Land 18, or by the 
River as laid down in the inclosed sketch about 70. 
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Tam told Lake LaClie will admit of the Navigation of small vessels, 
and there is no want of Water in the Rivers already mentioned, that 
runs from it, into Lake Huron, but it seems there are in it several Falls, 
of Water, which with other obstructions occasions Six or Seven carrying. 
places, all of them short ones—large Canoes have gone up and down it 
at different times, but am told itis not practicable for Boats untill some 
of the carrying places are levelled so as to get them over upon rollers— 
‘To avoid this river there is no other way of getting to Lake Huron from 
Lake LaClie, but by a road overland as before described of about 18 
Miles some parts of which are low Marshy Grounds of a considerable 
‘extent so that embrasing every object for the purpose of Establishing 
a sure and short Communication between the two Lakes, I am of 
‘opinion from the present knowledge we have of the Country, it can only 
be Accomplished by the Carrying place of Toronto to Lake LaCie, 
and thence down the River to Lake Huron, and tho’ the length of land 
Carriage will be very great, yet as itis in a fine Country, and the Lands 
as T am told exceeding good, it would require very litle encouragement 
from Government to have it Settled; and provided the Lands on the 
‘Carrying place are granted in small lots and not in large Tracts to opu- 
lent Proprietors, we may expect in a high state of Cultivation, in which 
‘case, Carriages will not be wanting under proper regulations, to Tnsure 
at a moderate rate a speedy Transport. 

‘These Sir are my Sentiments, until we are better informed of the 
nature of the Communication from the Bay of Kentie to Lake LaClie, 
and let what will be the Event of that Survey, I conceive there is a neces- 
sity for Establishing the Carrying place of Toronto as speedily as pos- 
sible, as in the course of a very few Years the Settlers, from their 
vicinity, and facility of Transport to Lake Huron, would be in a situa- 
tion to supply the Provisions that are wanted by the Traders for the 
Norther Countries, which under the most precarious circumstances, 
such as the failure of Crops & they have hitherto been obliged to pro- 
ccure from Detroit, and should the United States be put in possession of 
the Posts, their Situation will be stil more precarious, the Americans 
‘will have it in their power to injure or Ruin, every Man from this part 
‘of the Province who depends on receiving Provisions from that Settle- 
‘ment, from which and other reasons needless fo ennumerate, T submit 
to Your Honor the propriety of encouraging Farmers to take up lands 
‘on the North Side of Lake Huron, at such places as will admit of Cul- 
tivation, particularly in the Two Tessalone, all of which Collectively 
will facilitate the procuring of Provisions, and give the Traders from 
hence a manifest Superiority over their American Neighbours. On the 
other hand we must also consider the advantages that would arrise from 
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so ready @ Communication with Lake Huron, which while it extends, 
and adds strength and Security to our Frontier, (If I may be allowed 
the expression) with the other Setements alford effectual Protection to 
the Natives between the Two Lakes, who are Missssagues and some 
Tribes of Chippawas, from whom I conceive there will be no difficulty 
in making the purchase, more especially as I belive their best hunting 
Lands are at some distance from the Tract that would be chosen for 
the purpose of establishing an entercourse of Transport between the 
two Lakes. 

“The present road by the Ottawa River, & the communication now in 
prospect will not Admit of a comparison with each other. The fist is 
‘most eminently dangerous for the Transport of Goods, from the Num- 
ber of Cataracts, and the length and rapidity of the River, not to men= 
tion the carrying Places, which from hence to Lake Huron, are upwards 
of Forty in Number, over which the Canadians camry the Goods, & 
‘Canoes oceasionaly, and itis o their dexterity alone and the knowledge 
they have ofthe management of Canoes in this particular Branch of the 
Inland business that s0 few accidents happen, whereas Boats of about 
‘the same burthen, are navigated by half the number of Men, and for 
their Service they are always to be had on more easy Terms than for 
the other, a it requires a greater degree of Experience, and which noth- 
ing can give them but that of being constantly employed in that busi 
nese—I shall not pretend to estimate the difference of Expence in the 
‘Transport, as Tdo not sce it can be done with any degree of exactness 
until the other Communication is Established, however inthe mean 
to give Your Honor some idea of what it may be, I must Acqusint You, 
that by the Ottawa River, itis generally estimated at about twenty Per 
Gent on the Canoes assorted for the Trade, but in Cases of sending 
Provisions or other Articles of little value here, the Freight to Michie 
makimac on every Package of One hundred pounds in weight is about 
Fifty, and from that to Sixty Livres, and to the Grand Portage from 
Eighty to Ninety. 

If these hints and the Sketch T inclose you can be of any Service, I 
shall think my Self very happy in having laid them before You. 

have the Honor to be 
Most respectfully 
Sir 








Your obedient and 
‘most humble Servant 


4) Benj= Frobisher 





‘The Honble Henry Hamilton Esq” 
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[Manuscript Notes ne the Portages along the Trent, in “A Plan of 
the District of Nassau in the Province of Quebec, Compiled in the Sur- 
veyor-General’s Office Pursuant to an Order in Council of the 22nd day 
of February, 1790, and dated Quebec this Ist day of October 1790.” 
It is signed by Samuel Holland, Surveyor-General, and John Collins, 
Deputy Surveyor-General. The copy in the Surveys office of the Depart. 
‘ment of Lands and Forests, Ontario Parliament Buildings, appears t0 
be the original, as the other two known copies are without the Notes. 
The two notes on the Toronto Carrying Place are omitted here}! 


(1) Northerly Part of the Trent (Healey's Falls): 
“This fall is twelve feet high the Hill you ascend at landing is on a level 
with the top of the Fall, the Carrying Place across is twenty five Chains 
in length, the road is good and you embark on a level with the Water. — 

(2) A Short Distance South (Middle Falls): 

“This Fall six feet high, the Hill at landing is twelve Feet, the Carry- 
ing place across the Point, is twenty Chains, and the road is level and 
good to where you embark. —" 

(3) A Short Distance further South (Ranney's Falls) : 

‘A Beautiful Fall of fifteen feet high, the bank at Landing is three feet, 
the Carrying place on the opposite side is agreeable to the dotted line 
being forty Chains in length, and a good level road to where you em- 
bark, you then descend a Hill of twenty feet,—” 

(4) At the Point later called Percy Landing (Percy Boom): 

‘A: A Salt Spring discharges into this River, Three Gallons of the Water 
makes one Gallon of Salt, the Natives make great Quantities of it 

(5) The Portage® from Percy Landing to the Upper Trent near the 

East End of Rice Lake: 
“A.B Carrying Place of eight Miles and Seventy six Chains through and 
{sic] Excellent Country for making a road, Should this Communication 
bbe Established by opening this Road, you shorten the distance thirteen 
Miles and avoid three Falls, as Iaid down on the Plan on the opposi 
side-— [i-e., numbers 1, 2, and 3 above.) 





‘hey are given, though with several errors in transription, in Perey J. Robin 
son's scholarly Toronto during the French Regine (Toronto, 1933), pp. 198 
tnd 204 

"No efforts have been made to trace accurately the route of this Indian carrying 
place, which was no doubt followed by Champlain in 1615. But Mrs. Helen 
‘Mareyat & actively invesdgsting clues in te region, such s’Tdlan campsites, 
‘burial grounds, and other evidences of a well-traveled route in times past such 
research, however, is complicated by extensive changes in the hejght and course 
of the Trent due to timber shuts, milldams, and locks 
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(©) The Ganaraska' Carrying Place (Port Hope to Rice Lake near 
Bewdley): 
‘N ©. Carrying Place from Lake Ontario to the Rice Lake is is [sc] 
leven Miles and ten Chains, through an excellent Country for making 
a road, the frst four Miles the land is very good, the remaining partis 
high Sendy Iond.—This road might be made Compleat for ity Pounds 
Currency. If this Communication should be made use of it wil be Neces- 
sary to have a Post at N, and another at O, in order to forward the 
‘Transport 
(1) The Chemong Portage from the site of Peterborough (Little 
Lake) to Lake Wabuscommoug (Chemong):? 
CD Carrying Place of Six Miles four Chains and one Perch, through 
a very good Country for making a road by opening this Communication 
you shorten the distance twenty Miles, you avoid three Carrying Places, 
and a great number of Rapids of very Strong Water, many s0 very shoal 
that in the fall of the Year you have great dficulties to pass with light 
Canoes.— 

Another Indian name for Port Hope-Cochiogomink-sigiies “the com 
mencement ofthe cartyingplace” The Calas Map of 1790 shows the caring. 
place west of the River Canaraska (later called Smits Cree), while « Port 
Tope storia says that it began onthe eas side and continoed through blazed 
{uct "a sirect and most conveslnt Toute trom milks Crk to Sackile’s 
‘Grsi, at Which point the Indians were acumtomed to launch thelr canoes. 1s 
Sours lay tothe eastward of the present gravel ton, sometimes runaing a9 far 
Sin mile sway As the woods have bean gadualy cleared sway al tact of this 
‘ld road have been obterned.” (W. Arnot Crick, Port Hope Hixorial Sketches 











(ore Hope, 1501), p. 4). The Coline Map ies the leg of the portage as 
leven miles and tos hain Stuart Ryan of Port Hope, an authority onthe towa's 
fistory, says that natural featores suger tht the farrying place commenced om 





fhe wes side of the mouth of the river, crowed it just Below the preseat_ ATE 
School, and continued along the east bank to-a point near Dale, probably slong 
Or neat the present Cavan Stect, the it sete’ line of comatuniation With 
the north. Me. Ryan believes the name Cochingomink erroneous, and. tht th 
proper name of the Tndian village at the mouth of the Gnnaratia. was Peme- 
Essutiang or Pemetash Wationg. among mumerous variant, 4 same apparently 
brought down from Rice Lake (Leter to the Editor, March 7. 1956) 

Sthe folowing table gives the Todlan aed English names of the chi lakes and 
rivers of the Treat system under three main beads, from cast to west: 














Chewett’s Mop of 1789 Colina! Mop of 1790 Later Mops 
Saggetewedgewam River (not named) Treat River 
Rela lee Lake Rice Lake 
Take Chebouteguion Lake Cheboutequion Salmon Trout, Rock, or 
‘Stoney Lake 

Lake Wabuscommough Lake Wabuscommoug Mud of Chemong Lake 
{ske Anslequion Take 

Chesom “Anolceguionchesom Sturgeon Lake 


‘Other units of the system, such as the Otonabee River, Lovesick Lake, Buckhora, 
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Collin map of 1790, Surveys Department, Ontario Parlioment Buildings 


‘THE PETERBOROUGH-CHEMONG PORTAGE 


Annleequionchecom ig Sturgeon Lake, Cheboutequlon is Stoney Lake, and 
Wabuscommoug is Chemong Lake 


‘Cameron, and Balsam Lakes, a not named on the early maps. A variant of the 
Tndian ‘ame for the Treat Is "Saggetiaweddav,” aad the Indians are known (0 
have called. Rice Lake "Pemedashcoutayang” ("Lake of the Burning Plains"). 
“Shemong” is India for “canoe.” and “Otonabee" is interpreted “Waters running 
swifly, ashing brightly." Salmon Trout Lake was sibsequentl given two names 
Glear Lake forthe southern and westerly parts, and Stoaey Lake for that portion 
‘ast of Boschink Narrows, earlier called "Boshing.” interpreted "spatered with 
‘many islands." See Introduction, pp. axxvi and xaxei 








Collins map of 1790 
‘THE TALBOT PORTAGE 
‘Quskebawkning (“green leat place where we leave the river") connected Lakes 
Simcoe und Balsam. The lower inscription describes the upper part ofthe Toronto 
Carrying place, which followed a creck to Take Simcoe-variously known {9 the 
"French period as loc aur Clales, Joe Le (or La) Clie, and Lake Toroate 





Coltins map of 1790 
‘THE GANARASKA AND TRENT PORTAGES 
‘These Indian carrying places Jed to Rice Lake, called by the French Folle Avoine 
wild oat"), snd known to the Indiant as Pamadusgodoyong of Pemedash- 
‘outayang, Because of the plains 08 the southern shore 
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(8) The Talbot Portage’ of 16 miles from “Champlain's Landing” 
on Lake Le Clie (Simcoe) to Baliam Lake: 
“B F Carrying Place of two Miles and a half it crosses the heigth [sic] 
of land that lays between the Rivers that run to the East and fall into 
Lake Ontario and those that run to the West and fall into Lake Huron 
it intersects a Creek Creek [sic] that falls into Lake le Cle, which has 
a sulicient Depth of Water for Boats or small Vessels, but laying on a 
beigth [sic] has no Current to cary off the Trees and Rubbish that have 
Iaid in it for many Years, which obstruct the Communication, but might 
at a very small Expence be made Commodious and good—This ob- 
struction obliges us to make use of the Carrying Place G H, which is 
Sixteen Miles, and passes through a Country of broken Land intersected 
with Cedar Swamps, This Creek is twenty feet wide and five deep, where 
the line intersects at F. and at the mouth where it discharges into Lake 
le Cle, is one hundred feet wide and twenty feet deep. 





3, LIpurENANT J. P. CATTY's SURVEY OF A ROUTE BETWEEN LAKE 
SIMCOE AND THE OTTAWA, 1819 


[Public Archives of Canada, Public Works I, Vol. 9, pp. 25-30] 


Montreal 1** October 1819 
Sir 

have the honor to report to your Excellency that in pursuance of 
‘your instructions I proceeded to examine the course of the Waters laying 
between Lake Simcoe and the Otawa~ 

left the Lake by a River which I have every reason to suppose the 
‘Talbot river, but which I cannot determine without seeing Captain 
‘Owens Survey of it. We had not ascended it more than two miles before 
‘we found our Course impeded by the Stream being completely choaked 
by trees fallen across it—We here commenced the first carrying Place 


‘Some years ago the Honourable Leslie Frost, Prime Minister of Ontario, en- 
Tn fosearch upon this ancient oad, probably the province's oldest. With 
{Baa of cary ape and survey, later tons surveys paring over pars of he 
ol ea apne AO Kila of hep Ca ae 
Sx at theft rout te caryinglce on the Cole Map and Cham. 
Plat’ tral re eecnialy the same. On the Colin Map are shown the Grass 
River, half Joven smaller stream, and low awampy Paces slong the route 
Tn 1834-35, when J. Smith surveyed 1 lonely dined that 8 
‘ore recent Toad following it wat surveyed into Frenchie Tots wth narrow 
‘ontage and great depth, Ie'was spparcaly intended that thse ltr should be 
wm of Omemee was piven the 












parent! 
fable histriel marker for this road. 
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of about twelve miles through a flat Country very finely timbered and 
the land to all appearance of the first quality We now and then came 
‘upon the river and found the Channel narrower and Shallow, not more 
than two feet water in deepest Parts. The River, however, rises two feet 
at least in the Spring which would make this part navigable for Bat- 
teaux were it cleared of the timber. At the end of this Portage the River 
widens into a fine deep Stream with about twelve feet Water on an 
average, which continues for about five miles when the River again 
becomes Shallow and unavigable even for Canoes wherever there 
deep water it so marrow that there appears scarce room for a Batteau 
to pass—The bed of the river about ten miles higher up is entirely dry 
‘and the Water passes under ground for about half a mile, and there 
‘Seems but litte appearance of any Channel for boats, even when the 
Water is highest—From this place to the first Carrying Place to the 
Lakes the river is navigable though very much choaked by fallen trees. 
‘The land on each side is low but of good quality—The course of the 
ver about S $ W. the carrying place to the first Lake is about four 
miles in length over very fine land but hilly—This neck or ridge of 
Land appears to form the divisions between the head of the waters which 
fall into Lake Simcoe and those which take their course towards Lake 
Ontario in the direction of Kingston. The first Lake is about seven or 
eight mites in length, the Banks rocky and Producing litle else but Pine 
timber. On the Eastern side it discharges itself by a small river into 
another Lake which I understand communicates with some river falling 
into Lake Ontario near the Bay of Quinte. We left it by the North east 
fend and ascended a fine broad and deep Stream for about seven miles 
to a chain of small narrow Lakes which communicate with each other 
by separate streams— 

From the Second to the third Lake the navigation is interupted by 
four separate falls of about twelve feet each, and after passing the third 
Lake, we were generally obliged to carry from one to the other as the 
‘Streams which joined them were so filled with trees as to prevent our 
taking up the Canoes—The Lakes are ten in number the two last very 
shallow and the land in the neighbourhood of the last connecting Stream 
nearly all low land and Swamp-——The whole distance from the first to 
the last Lake is about ninety miles. The Iand has uniformly the same 
appearance on the banks of these Lakes viz, high rocky and Barren but 
T observed whenever we left the immediate Vicinity of the Lake and 
advanced into the interior the land appeared to improve—At the south 
cast end of the last Lake is a river which runs in the direction of and 
discharges itself near Kingston. We here commenced a Portage of about 
four miles over very high but fine Land, This ridge divides the Waters 
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falling into Lake Ontario from those falling into the Otawa. Our Course 
had hitherto been from N.N.E. to N. E. The Lake to which we carried 
the Canoes is about five miles in length and in appearance Shallower 
than any of the others—We left it by a fine broad and deep Stream 
running in an Easterly direction through a flat and low Country rather 
‘marshy—We went down the river about sixteen miles without interup- 
tion to a large Swampy Lake very Shallow which is the commencement 
‘of a Chain of Lakes about ten miles in length the remainder are how- 
ever deep and have much the same appearance as those already passed. 
At the East End of the Lakes, is a fall of about thirty feet with rapids 
for about half a mile below. These lead to a fine river with low sandy 
Banks and on an average about six feet water. The Stream is here and 
there blocked up by trees but we proceeded about thirty three miles 
with litle interuption, we here came to some strong Rapids about half 
‘a mile in length, which were succeeded by about Eight miles of Smooth 
water—The River here makes a circuit of seven or eight miles and 
becomes very rapid with three separate falls. The carrying place across 
is not more than one mile and over very fine Land, We then proceeded 
about forty miles with little interuption down to the river's junction with 
the Madaswasca which takes place in a large plain bounded on every 
side by High Land— 

‘The Madaswasca comes into this Plain from the South. About Six 
miles below, the rapids commence which occasioned us to make small 
carrying places for about One mile when the river is again navigable 
for six or seven miles—We then arrived at a succession of rapids for 
about sixty miles over ledges of rock—The river here enters a very fine 
Lake with high banks and finely timbered with beech, Elm, and Maple— 
‘The Lake itself is about Seven or cight miles in extent. Immediately 
upon leaving the Lake the river assumes its former appearance and be- 
comes a continued Strong rapid with falls of four or five feet here and 
there, for about forty five miles when it falls into the Otawa about eight 
miles above the rapids and falls of the Chat — 

From this sketch of our cursory passage through the Country your 
Excellency will perceive that the only part which offers any encourage- 
‘ment to the hope of establishing a batteau communication is the first 
chain of Lakes and the river which falls into the Madawasca, and even 
this presents many obstacles, as the Communications from Lake to 
Lake are generally very bad and would require great labour to render 
‘them passable for light Boats. Should these difficulties be overcome, 
some other communication than by the Madawasca must be found as 
its whole course is almost an uninterupted Rapid, when the water is low, 
Scarce affording enough to float Canoes in Safety over the Rocks, when 











‘TRANSPORTATION: THE TRENT CANAL 14s 





high, rising to such a degree and flowing with such rapidity as to pre- 
clude the possibilty of taking up Batteaux and much more of bringing 
them down— 

‘The Talbot River may be navigable in the Spring, when the waters 
are high but isso shallow in the fall as scarcely to afford Water enough 
for a Canal. The Land I have reason to believe is good in every part 
except in the immediate Vicinity of the Lakes and Rivers— 

These, Sir, are the Principal Observations I have been able to make 
during my Journey through the Country which has been much more 
tedious and less Satisfactory than might have been expected from the 
first accounts T received 

have the honor to be 
‘Your Excelency's 
‘Most obedient humble Servt 
(Signed) J.P. Catty 
LER Engt 


4. J. W. Bannister? SucESTS MEANS OF BUILDING THE CANAL 
(a) THE FIRST PLAN, A LOTTERY 


[Public Archives of Canada, Upper Canada Sundries, J. W. Bannister 
to the Lieutenant-Governor.] 


Rice Lake, Upper Canada 
15th Dect 1820 

May it please Your Excellency, 

‘My Location happening to be on the Rice Lake Settlement, the abso- 
Ite want of a Communication, thence to the Bay of Quinte, of necessity 
‘occurred to me in the strongest Light. During my residence here, T have 
been particular in exploring and inquiring, so as to enable myself to 
form a reasonable opinion of this matter. 

Thave been informed, that Surveys from Lake Simcoe to the Bay of 


‘The Introduction to the fourth edition of his pamphlet contains the following 
‘outline of his life: “The writer of the Pamphlet now reprinted was brought up 
in the navy, and by hard service from nine fo nineteon years of age aequited the 
reputation of being a daring officer anda skiful seaman. After considerable expert. 
pees in civil afer, ad especially in agriculture, at the peace in 1819 he visited 
nada, where he obtained several thousand acres of land. He was subsequently 
led fo the English bar, intending to setle in Canada; but in August, 1829, 
fied Chief Justice of Sierra Leone, In Africa he was remarkable for the same 
earnest desire 10 promote good public objects, and for the same right feelings, 
respects, which had ever distinguished him. memoir of his short but 
active life may be found in the New Monthly Magazine for December, 1829." 
Bannister’ orginal lot appears to have been 800 acres granted in November 1820 
in the rear of Bannister Landing (Hiawatha Indian Village) 
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‘Quinte have been made, by fit and able Men; consequently, any observa~ 
tions from me, as to their local capability will be superfiuous, and it 
only remains to submit to Your Excellency, a mode to raise the money, 
for this purpose, to carry the proposed work into effect. 

‘A Government Lottery, under every consideration that I have given 
to the subject, appears to me, to be the only probable method, to collect 
so large a sum, as the contemplated work will require. 

I trust that your Excellency will do me the justice to believe, that T 
far, from approve of this species of gambling and that I have not 
hastily submitted it to your Excellency; No, the seeming otherwise im- 
practicability of raising so much money, except by being assisted from 
Home; The paramount necessity for the Country in general (indepen- 
dent of its Local advantages) of the inland navigation being begun; The 
sigantic strides daily making by our aspiring and republican neighbour, 

this Valuable power; and “tho’ last not least,” the present over- 
Wwhelming petty Lotteries, Ratfles, and other sorts of gambling, which 
may be more effectively put down by the more respectable Classes, 
preferring a Legal Lottery to illegal gambling; are the strong induce 
ments which have forced me thus to intrude myself upon Your Excel- 
lency, 

Thave now to conclude with every sentiment of respect for Your 
Excellency; and to 








Subscribe myself, 
Your Excellency’s 

Most humble servant 
John William Bannister. 


(b) THE SECOND PLAN, TO COMBINE SETTLEMENT AND A CANAL 


[ohn William Bannister, Sketches of Plans for Settling in Upper 
Canada a Portion of the Unemployed Labourers of Great Britain and 
Ireland (London, 1821), Atleast four editions of this pamphlet appeared. 
The following excerpts are from the fourth, entitled On Emigration to 
Upper Canada, by the Late John William Bannister, Esq. Rice Lake, 
Upper Canada (London, 1831)] 


‘A sketch of the second plan follows, by which a party can be 
settled in Canada without burthening the mother-country to a larger 
amount than the expense of conveying them from Europe to their places 
of destination, 

1t will doubiless be in remembrance of many persons in the province 
that a plan was agitated in 1820 relative to making 2 canal from the 
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Rice Lake to the head of the Bay of Quinté by the means of @ sub- 
scription of the produce of the country to defray the expense, and that 
subscription entiling the contributors to proportionate shares in the 
canal: it may also be well remembered how readily the views of the 
proposer were entered into by the richer and poorer classes of the dis- 
trict of Neweaste, the district in which the then proposed canal was to 
have been cut, as well as by many of the inhabitants higher up the 
country; let us then see how we can connect this plan of opening a 
canal by the above means of defraying the expense with that of setling 
six thousand men, women, and children in comfort in the neighbouring 
country. 

We will divide the party into three divisions of two thousand each, to 
be sent out to the river Trent, which connects the Rice Lake with the 
Bay of Quint, in three successive springs. On the arrival ofthe fist two 
thousand let those who are capable of labouring, immediately to be put 
to fitting work at the proposed canal, instead of proceeding forthwith to 
their location. Provisions, clothing, lodging, medical assistance, and 
certain instruction for the children will be provided by preliminary 
arrangements to be hereafter noticed. The second spring will bring the 
next division, and the course of the ensuing year will be as the former; 
the arrival ofthe third two thousand will be the commencement of new 
‘and pleasant occupations to the first division; they will now be permitted 
to have so much time to visit the lands appointed (during which they 
will be allowed provisions, etc.) for location, in order to fix upon a lot; 
{to put up their ‘shantees’; as also afterwards to put up their houses, to 
clear five acres of land for a spring crop, together with the use of a pair 
‘of oxen for a given time to perform the ‘logging’; again, they must have 
partial allowances whilst preparing for the autumn season and finishing 
the settlement duties, together with some assistance during the follow- 
ing winter. On the opening of the fourth spring perfect freedom begins 
to dawn: we must now (for the last time) supply our friends (according 
to the number of their helpless children) with a few other necessaries, 
the deeds of their land free of any expense, and then Ieave them to the 
protection of their Maker, the laws of their adopted country, and their 
own industry. 





should the patrons of sytem for colonising upon the above principles per 
ceive, at or before this period, thatthe rent may Se convenience fo the mother 
ouniry, advantage to the province, and bappinest to the ster, can be con: 
{imued'o many saccooding’ bods ot two thousand persons, intsmuch as after 
the compaion a the work om the Bay of Quin fhe Rie Lake, re wil 
be no costacle to proceeding thence (0 the ce inthe township of 
Smith, Sad forward through the shallow Laes tothe boundaries of the Canada 
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5. TENDERS AsKED FOR WORKS ON PROPOSED TRENT CANAL, 1833, 


[Cobourg Star and Newcastle Commercial and General Advertiser, 
April 3, 1833] 


Internal Navigation of the Newcastle District 
Notice is hereby give(n] that the undersigned Commissioners will 

receive Tenders until the first day of June next, to be opened at the 

Superintendent's Office, Peterborough, from such persons as are willing 

to contract for the performance ofthe following work, viz: 

First—To construct a Lock at the Bobcaygeon Falls, on the outlet 
between Sturgeon and Pigeon Lakes, of about 28 feet in width by 
120 foot in length. 

Second.—To construct « Lock of same dimensions at Purdy’s Mill, on 
the Seugog River in the Township of Ops. 

Third—To clear the Channel of the Otonabee River at Dangerfield, 
Robinson's Island, and Yankey Bonnet Shallows, not less than 66 
fect in width and of sufficient depth to admit Steamers drawing 4 feet 
‘water to pass at the lowest water. 

Fourth—To deepen the principal entrance to the Otonabee River from 
Rice Lake. 

Fifth—To erect Piess and deepen the Channel of the Otonabee from 
the head of Whitelas’ Rapid! to the litle Lake near Peterborough. 
Sixth —To clear out and make navigable for Boats, Cavan Creck from 

the mouth on the Otonabec to Taggest’s Mil, in Cavan, 

Further information may be obtained by applying to J. G. Bethune, 
Cobourg, of Thomas Need, Peterborough, after the 10th day of May 
next, by which time the Commissioners wll have had the whole intended 
improvements surveyed and reported upon by a practical Engineer. 

Persons tendering. to erect the two Locks above mentioned must 
produce satisfactory references that they have knowledge of that kind 
ff work, otherwise their tenders will not be noticed. 

No contract will be entered into without two sufficient Sureties for 
the due performance of the work. 








Jas. G. Bethune A. MeDonell 
B. Brown Thos. Need 
Jobn Hall 3. Huston 


Peterborough, March 1833. 


William and George Whitla were owners of land near the rapids after 1828. 
Samuel Stictand wrote in 1851 thatthe lock and dam at Whit’ Rapids were 
the bestconstructed in the county. (Zwenty-Seven Years In Canada West (Lon: 
‘don, 1853), Vol. Tp. 228). 
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EXPERIENCED CONTRACTORS, 


For tHE 
Emprovement of the Navigation of tye 


RIVER TRENT, 


NEWCASTLE DISTRICT. 








SEALED TENDERS 

Will be received for the execution of the 
whole, or a portion, of the undermentioned 
Works, (for the due performance of which 
good and sufficient security will be required) 
Ei Taesday, the 16th of October next. 


Plans and Specifications of the works may 
be seen, after the 1st of October next, at the 
Office of Sheldon Hawley, Esq., Trent Port, 
or of G. S. Boulton, Eeq., Cobourg; and no- 
cessary information had, on application to N. 
H. Baird, Esq., Civil Engineer 


Tenders to be addressed (post paid) to Shel- 
don Hawley, Esq., Trent Port, and marked, 


“Tenders for the Improvement of the 
River Trent.” 





‘ON SECTION ts. 

A Dam, Stone Lock and excavation at Mey- 
ers’ Island, Mouth of the River Trent, and a 
Dam at Widow Harris’s. 


ON SECTION 2. 
pestone, Lock, Bxenvation and Dam at Chise i 
im’s Rapids. Chek : 

Cobourg, Sept. 18, 1837. ergs ek 


[STAR OFFICE, coBOtY 


Public Archives of Canada 
‘ADVERTISEMENT FOR TENDERS, 1837 
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Steam-Boat Notice 
Internal Navigation of the Newcastle District, via Cobourg 

‘The Steam-boat PEMEDASH,? Captain Cleghorn, pies daily between 
the town of Peterborough and Sully on the Rice Lake, every day as 
follows: — 

‘Leaves Peterboro' for Sully every morning (Sundays excepted) at 8 
‘o'clock—leaves Sully every afternoon and arrives at Peterborough eatly 
the same evenings. 

STAGES in connection with the above Boat leave the Steam-Boat 
Hotel at Cobourg every moming (Sundays excepted) at 8 o'clock, for 
the conveyance of passengers—and from 5 to 10 heavy waggons leave 
the Cobourg Harbor Ware-house every morning (Sundays excepted) at 
hhalf-past six, for the conveyance of merchandise and luggage directed to 
Peterboro’ or any other part of the interior. 

‘A large and secure Ware-house has been erected at the landing at 
Peterboro’, where Goods and Luggage will be stored free of expense. 

‘The STEAM BOAT STURGEON, Captain Nichols, is now receiv- 
ing her Engine at the village of Bridgenorth, Lake Chemong, and will 
be ready in a few weeks to ply between Bridgenorth and the Bobeaygean 
falls through Chemong, Buckhorn, and Pigeon Lakes, calling at several 
intermediate places, of which due notice will be given. A large sum of 
‘money is now expending on the communication road between Peter- 
borough and Bridgenorth, a distance of only 6 miles, which will render 
it equal to any in the Province. 

Persons arriving at Cobourg will obtain every information by apply- 
ing to Mr. T. Evans, at the Office of the Harbor Company, or at the 
office of the undersigned. 

J. G. Bethune 
Cobourg, 20th July, 1833 





1An abbreviation of “Pemedashcovtayang.” “the Lake of the Burning Plains” 
the name arising from intetional burning of the south shore of the lake by the 
Inditne to increase the growih of deet-grass as a feeding ground for game. A 
highly laudatory leer describing the “enchanting” scenery of Rice Lake is in 
the Cobourg Star of Tune 18, 1833, 

‘the Cobourg Star of September 4, 1833, containe an account of a public 
meeting to farther the work then in progress along the Trent system. Those men 
tloned as taking & prominent part in the proceedings are Robert Reid, Thomas V. 

per, Dr.John Hutchinson, Cheseman Me, Joha Hall, J.B. Ferguson, Walter 
McFarlane, John R. Benson, Major Logie, John Huston, Charles Rubidee, 
im Sandford, and Thomas Murphy. Almost all of these were inhabitants of 
Patesborough, ‘The mecting was Beld in the King’s Arms Hotel, Peterborough, 





‘TRANSPORTATION: THE TRENT CANAL 1st 
7, INITIAL SURVEY FOR THE TRENT RIVER SECTION OF THE CANAL, 
1833 
LHournal of the House of Assembly of Upper Canada, 1833-34] 

November, 1833 
REPORT 

To His Excellency SIR JOHN COLBORNE, Knight, Commander of 
the Most Honorable Military Order ofthe Bath, Lieutenant Governor 
of the Province of Upper Canada, Major General Commanding His 
Majesty’s Forces therein, &c. &. &., on the practicability of render- 
ing the River Trent navigable from its mouth or coafluence with the 
Bay of Quinte to Rice Lake 

By N.H. BAIRD, 


Civil Engineer, 
MICEL. 





In obedience to Your Excellency’s commands, transmitted to me by 
Licutenant Colonel Rowan, Civil Secretary, in his communication, bear- 
ing date 19th March last, as well as subsequent correspondence, I 
proceeded upon the 7th day of September last to the mouth of the 
‘Trent (the state of the waters preventing an earlier inspection,) for the 
purpose of attending to the import of my instructions, viz: To survey 
and estimate the expense of rendering that River navigable for Steam 
Boats drawing five feet water, with Locks of commensurate dimensions, 
134 feet in length by 33 feet in the clear, the result of which examina- 
tion, survey and levels, I have the honor now to lay before your 
Excellency. 

Before coming to a conclusion, as to the mode most likely to be 
attended with expediency in rendering the River navigable, I conceived 
necessary, first, to traverse and explore the whole course of the River, 
its banks and contiguous ravines, the result of which determined the 
principle upon which TI should proceed to estimate the difficulties to be 
overcome, and taking into account the great quantity of water in the 
River (nearly the second in the Province in point of discharge) the 
effects which such might have on the construction of the different works 
required, connected with the vast accumulation of anchor ice along the 









‘and i adjourned to moet again on September 18th A long letter signed by “C.K.” 
‘escrbes improvements inthe region (Cobourg Star, October 9, 1833), and in 
the same fue ff announced that N. H. Baird ip actively surveying the Treat 
for the proposed canal, Further letters by "C.K." occur ia succeeding issues of 
the Cobburg Str. 
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banks and shallows, and from the very great facility afforded, from the 
favourable nature of the banks, as illustrated by the several sections ac- 
companying, the principle of damming the River, would seem, under all 
circumstances, to be the preferable mode of overcoming the several 
obstructions, and upon which principle I shall proceed to point out to 
‘Your Excellency the manner in which I would propose surmounting the 
obstacles to such a grand and available stream. 

It will, however, in the first place be necessary, in order that Your 
Excellency may have a comprehensive view of the subject, to enumerate, 
in as condensed a form as may be consistent with the extent of the 
‘undertaking, the several obstructions to the navigation of the River, 
from its mouth to the Rice Lake, and may be classed under the follow- 
ing general sections, viz: 


feet in, Ist. The Rapids, commonly called the nine mile rapids, 
116 5 9 extending from a mile above the mouth to navigable water 
at the Widow Harris’, rising in all 116 feet. 
2d. After passing along a fine navigable sheet of water, 
8 78 available at present for moderate sized craft, for 6 miles, 
the Little, or Chisholm’s Rapids, present themselves in ex- 
tent 1100 yards, and rising 8 7 8 feet to Chisholm’s Saw- 
mill, which leads to a still finer sheet of navigable water, 
with a moderate current, not less than 12¥ miles to the 
Percy Landing,’ at which place the 3d Section commences, 
in extent 12/s miles to Crow Bay, and rising 150 feet— 
150 5 3 with the exception of a small sheet or pond opposite to 
‘Major Campbell's new settlement in Seymour,? the whole 
of this Section consists of a series of rapids interrupted 
only by big Falls, Chutes, &c, 
From the foot of Crow Bay (along the bay) the water 
is of sufficient depth for 1/4 miles until reaching the foot 


‘Perey Laniag, which was so Known ss Rosy Landing from a man who 
top beau hres neat Mepersrg. where Goloel Myers kept top: Perey 
Lbuing is mow caed Frey Boom’ Nomerousofcers were cy set blow 
eas 

SJmmour Township Js one of several In the province tat were originally 
pct forte teen of miltaty sad naval fcr. Major Cunpbell was 
fires as Gorerament Agent and he tows of Campo! war named fais 
fende 2A the two pte bende ofthe fer (Teenie wrote Jobe Laneton 
TRYIE5, the sme yout a0 als Report shre ave two ce, Camblton and 
Howard; te ove cong of «shanty andthe oer of a oghoue without 
‘indows Suineqenty he feverses the Oder of ther achievement ay stlemens, 
Tate ited Cary Days ln Upper Canada pp6 sod 21) Som 
Stererds there warn tavern no Compell howe, and fey (end iaer 8 
Erg) oppo, ste sotiement was for 3 Ge cled Seymour Dig. 
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of the rapids from Heeley’s Falls in extent 1 miles, at 
‘which point, commonly called the Forks, being at the con- 
fluence of the Crow River with the Trent, commence the 
next series of obstacles, the 4th in rotation which embraces 
+72 9 5 Hecley’s Falls, extending as stated 17; miles* where com- 
mences the Long Reach, navigable for 13/4 miles with 
the exception of three shallows or rifts which as wil after 
+4 20 wards be detailed, may be easily overcome, 10 the foot of 
Crooks’ Rapids' immediately below Asphodel bridge, six 
ailes from Rice Lake; at this point the Sth and last general 
section occurs, in extent about 4 a mile and rising 7 ft 
9 in. 
Natural rise 
7:90 
Increase 0 50 os 


8 20 8 2 


which overcome brings the navigation into the head or 
summit pond of Rice Lake, making from the mouth of the 
River at the Bay of Quinte, a total rise independent of 
the natural current along the several navigable portions, 
which of course T wave, 








Fo In, 
of 360 8 5-10 
vifts 4 35-10 


365 00 
in a distance of 61 miles, and which I would propose to overcome by 
the following operations; and in detailing which, with reference to the 
plans and sections, I trust I may succeed in laying the matter in as clear 
a light before your Excellency as the subject will admit. 

With reference to the abstract of obstruction to be overcome, the 
st. of nine mile rapids present the most formidable, the natural rise 
to widow Harris’ at the then lowest pitch of water being 116 feet 5 
inches 9-10ths. 

‘These being @ continued succession of rapids, cascades, chutes and 





‘The Honourable James Crooks fist bought land along the Trent in 1810. He 
bout a mil in 1835, and sold out to Henry Fowlds in 1851. For a time “Fowids! 
Rapids” replaced the earlier name. His steamship, the Forest Clty, was launched 
fon September Il, 1858, and during her inaugural trip on the Treat Mr. Fowlds 
tras tendered an! address, eulogiing his public spit, by a large number of 
[Asphodel-Percy residents (See the Cobou'g Star, Seplember 22, 1858). 
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shallows, until reaching the small pond of still water near the Highlands 
over O'Connor's Tavern, I propose surmounting by the construction of 
Dams and Locks, with the requisite excavation for the foundations and 
entrances, as shewn on the sections, placing the Lock No. 1 first or 
entrance Lock in the now dry channel at the head of Myers’ Island, and 
taking advantage of the present channel between the island and main 
shore, as a line of ingress, as shewn on the detailed plan. The navigation 
Keeping the channel of the River,* until reaching below Robinson's 
Mills, at which point marked on the plan, a collateral cut wll be required 
for a short distance into the still water at O'Connor's, which being 
raised eight feet, will sufficiently drown the Highland Rapids to throw 
the requisite depth into another collateral cut, as shewn on the detailed 
plan, along a meadow, chiefly through rock excavation, upon which I 
propose to have Lock No. XIII. of 9 feet lift, which will carry the 
‘communication into the navigable sheet above Widow Harris's house, 
at which point the Wing Dam, as shewn, will be required to raise the 
water sufficiently to insure the necessary draft of water over the 
shallows above Lewis Bush's, and before coming to the foot of the 
litle or Chisholm's Rapids, at which place the second Section com- 
‘mences, and which, although of no continuance, and the rise apparently 
trifling, being only 8 7 8, yot presents considerable difficulty, and 
which may be overcome with most advantage by one lock of 10 feet lift, 
the difference from the natural rise (8 7 8) occasioned by raising the 
long reach above, and by 1100 yards of excavation through lime stone 
rock, of a nature easy of excavation, and of suitable material for the 
lock, &. as the rate per estimate will shew. This Section will cost 
‘£13814 7 6, and bring the navigation into what I shall (for distinction) 
call the Percy Reach, extending 124 miles to Percy Landing, the waters 
of which, however, will require to be raised, as shewn on the Sections, 
1 foot 4 inches 2 by the construction of @ Dam at the head of Chisholm's 
Rapids, on the Table Rock, in order to afford a sufficiency of water to 
the rocky shallows opposite to the Government place, from the head of 
Long Island upwards; and will cost, as per estimate, £400 0 0 Halifax 
Currency, and ensure a perfect navigation to the foot of Section 3d or 
Percy Landing, which place is by nature calculated for the reception 
‘of any number of vessels, from its extended Bay (Trent Lake) and the 
secreting coves issuing from it. 

From this point to Crow Bay (termination of Section 3d) a distance 
fof 12/4 miles, the river does not, upon the whole, afford such op- 
portunities of improvement by damming, particularly the fist 17 mile 
From Percy Landing at Point A. (being the deepest and most con- 


‘By 9 Dams & 12 Locks. 
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venient spot for leaving the river) the navigation must follow a collateral 
cet along the West shore in suitable excavation, until reaching Myers's 
‘Mill pond, as shewn on the plan, rising 23 ft. 8, 8, by 2 Locks of 12 & 
13, 7 and from which, until reaching Wilkins’ Mills, a distance of 29% 
tiles, the river, from the fortunate circumstance of being divided by a 
long island, extending from Percy Landing, offers every facility that 
could be wished, as the whole of the water can be turned down the back 
‘or main channel during the excavations from the bed of the river, which 
‘must be lowered at the different points, as shewn on the Section, to save 
raising the dams to an inconvenient height, and consequent embank- 
‘ments, the banks for the greater part (to the head of Long Island) being 
rather low—then from Myers’ mill the navigation will be carried to the 
foot of the Big Falls or Wilkins’ Mills by 2 Locks, 2 Dams, and the 
different excavation from the bed of the river. 

‘From the waters immediately below the Falls, which are of sufficient 
depth, and only require to be deadened by the Dam, head of Long 
Iland, the line of navigation must leave the river until reaching the 
Table Rock rapids above the Falls, or to Wilkins’ boom, a distance of 
1430 yards, for which purpose, as favourable an opportunity presents 
as could well be conceived, along a natural hollow or ravine, coursing 
by the rear of Mr. Wilkins’ house and leading nearly to the point where 
it is intended to rejoin the river: at this place three combined and two 
detached Locks will be required to carry the navigation over the Big 
Falls, their contributary rapids and table rock chute, into the river above 
the boom, making a rise of 39 ft. 11. in. chiefly through favourable 
excavation. 

From hence to Crow Bay the river presents every opportunity for 
improvement with the exception of the Crow Bay or middle rapids, at 
‘which point a collateral cut from No. XXVII. at the foot of these rapids 
to No, XXIX. foot of Crow Bay, will be required with 3 Locks, through 
rock excavation of well bedded limestone; from the Boom to this point 
(XXVIL) requiring (comprehending the still water at Major Camp- 
bell’s) 2 Locks and 3 Dams, the whole rise being 58 ft. 5 in. 3 from 
Wilkins’ Boom to Crow Bay, with the increased head on the Bay neces- 
sary to cover a table rock to the requisite depth.—This Section from 
Percy Landing will cost £113,714 13 4, which brings the line to the 
Forks at the foot of Heeley’s rapids, where commences Section No. 4. 
which rising 72 ft. 9 in. 5 in a distance of 1% miles, I propose sur- 
mounting by 8 Locks 3 Dams and 220 yards of excavation, as shewn 
‘on the section for this place, in the following manner, viz:—At or near 
the Forks, by the construction of 3 Dams 14, 13 & 13 feet in height by 
180 feet in width with 3 Locks of 9 ft. 6 in. 8 ft. 8 ft. lift, which will 
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‘back the water into what may be termed Entrance Bay, at the foot of 
Heeley’s Falls, from which point in a direct line to the summit water 
of the Long-Reach, a ravine leads, in every respect calculated to assist 
in overcoming the difficulties on this important station, and which may 
bbe accomplished by the construction of one detached, three combined, 
‘and one regulating Lock, making a total rise with the increase of head 
fon summit Ievel of 76 ft. 11 in. 5 pts requisite as afterwards will be 
shewn, and will cost in all £32,892 2 5 bringing the navigation into the 
14 Mile Reach, on which however there exists three different impedi- 
‘ments to more than 18 inches draft of water, and which are tinged on 
the general plan amounting in all to 4 ft 2 in. perpendicular rise, which, 
together with the complement of water required over the Upper Shallow 
(say 3 feet) make a total of 7 ft. 2 in, The surmounting these, I had in 
‘contemplation to accomplish by part excavation, and to have towed up 
Craft by a Machine suitable for the purpose, but after taking into 
account the comparative trifling damages which would arise, from raising 
the level of the Long Reach, and the facility of doing so at Hecley’s 
Falls, the adoption of the latter measure, would seem the more advis- 
able, and which is intended to be effected by a dam across the table rock 
at the summit of Heeley's Falls of 13 feet in height and 320 in length, 
at an expense of £750 which at the same time will effect a material 
saving in the rock excavation, from the summit level, head of the Falls, 
to the guard Lock, and which being wholly rock, will more than com- 
pensate for the construction of the Dam. To last Section, the Sth, the 
navigation is now brought by the last named dam, backing the water to 
Crooks’ rapids, where a similar obstruction to the rapids at Chisholm’s 
‘occurs; the natural rise being 8 ft. 2 in. and the rapids running over @ 
continuation of table rock, with at the time of inspection only 9 inches 
‘water, and at lowest water nearly dry. 

‘To overcome these, as well as to ensure a sufficiency of water over 
the rocky shallows between Asphodel Bridge and Rice Lake, I should 
propose the construction of a dam across the river belew the rapids, at 
‘a convenient site, which shall be of sufficient height to throw 5 feet 
water over the now lowest portion of the table rock, on which there is 
above the Mill, I ft. 4 in., and from which, excavating a few beds, say 
to 2 feet in depth for a short distance, will leave a permanent increase 
of level at and above Asphodel Bridge of from 1 ft. 8 in. to 2 feet, 
sufficient, T believe, to cover the rocky shallows above, and which in 
‘consequence, will raise the general summit level of Rice Lake, allowing 
for difference of current from the Lake to Asphodel Bridge, at least 1 
ft, 8 in, above the lowest water, which would, I presume, be attended 
with no serious inconvenience but probably a benefit. 




















‘Thus may the different obstructions to the 
{rec navigation of the River Trent be overcome 
‘and rendered available for the passage of Steam 
Vessels drawing 5 feet water, 110 feet over all 
by 32 feet beam, viz. by Section Ist. from the 
‘mouth to the Widow Harris’, 9 miles, rise 116 
5 9, by the construction of 13 locks, 9 dams, 
‘and two collateral cuts, Ist. 432 yards in length, 
2d. 770 yards in length. 

Section 2.—From Widow Harris’ to head of 
Chisholm Rapids, about 6 miles, rise 8 ft. 7 in. 
8 by a wing dam at widow Harris’ to drown 
the shallow above Lewis Bush's, and by one 
Jock and 1100 yd. rock excavation at Chis- 
holm’s, 

Section 3.—From Chisholm’s to Crow Bay, 
including Percy Reach, by a dam at Chisholm’s 
to cover the shallows at the Government place, 
by 2 locks and 1% miles of excavation to Myers’ 
Mis, 2 locks, 2 dams, and excavation from the 
bed of the river to Wilkins’ Mills or Big Falls— 
thence 3 combined and one detached lock and a 
guard lock, with % mile excavation to Wilkins’ 
Boom, thence to Crow Bay by a dam across the 
river above the Boom with 5 detached locks, 
‘with their respective excavations from the bot 
tom of the river with a collateral cut from 27 into 
Crow Bay, 1100 yards. 

Section 4.—From the foot of Crow Bay, by 
1 dam across one of the outlet channels to cover 
the table rock suffciently—to the forks or foot 
of Heeley's Rapids by 3 dams and 3 locks to 
Entrance Bay (foot of Heeley’s Falls) and by 
fone detached, 3 combined, and 1 guard lock 
‘with their excavations and cut of 220 yards 
‘through chiefly limestone rock to the summit 
of the Long Reach. 

Section 5—From Heeley’s Falls to Rice 
Lake, by the construction of a dam at the head 
of Heeley’s Falls to drown the three interven- 
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ing rifts 42 3.0 or shallow above, and to -6420«9 OO. 
back sufficient water into the lock at’ Crooks’ Con. 6420 10 
‘Mill, by the construction of one lock and dam £7062 910 
there, t0 cover the rocky shoals above together 
with considerable rock excavation above, and 
under water. 

All which may be accomplished for the sum 
Including for Lock of £233447 6 11% H. Cy. in 4 years from 
Houses £1320 0.0 commencement. 

Having thus endeavored to lay before Your Excellency what occurs 
to me, after two months of constant investigation, the mode by which 
the River Trent may be rendered navigable; it may perhaps, not be out 
of place should I endeavour to lay before Your Excellency a few of the 
advantages likely to accrue from the fulfillment of such a measure, not 
‘only to the country immediately contiguous, but to regions beyond, 
thereby relieving them from the land locked predicament in which they 
‘now are and must remain, unless relieved by some such expedient. 

To the country immediately bordering on the river, the advantages 
are too apparent, from the harrassing inconvenience experienced in 
dragging every species of commodity and provisions required for the 
‘many wants of new settlements through, perhaps, the worst of roads in 
the Province, and obviate the many heart-rending scenes of endurance, 
scarcely to be credited but by an eye witness. 

‘To Government, the benefit must come more immediately home, in 
the increase in value of the many thousands of acres on, and contiguous 
to its banks and contributory lakes and streams which, on all hands, 
(and by people much more conversant with the true estimation than T 
ccan be) is admitted, must rise at least 100 per cent, the moment these 
‘operations shall commence. 

‘The facility for the transport of Lumber from the waters above, and 
from the different manufacturing establishments now existing, and 
which must soon double, will form a very prominent feature in the 
advantages likely to follow. The Tolls upon which will be cheerfully 
paid, and that dangerous business of “driving the river” to the destruc- 
tion of much valuable property, and loss of human life among the 
“wicked” Rapids, obviated, and have no doubt, from all the information 
Thave been able to collect, will, the first year, yield £6,000. 

To this add the still more incalculable benefit this Province would 
derive from the Marmora iron works being set in operation, which 
being situated on Crow River, (which in conjunction with the Trent T 
also inspected) only nine miles from where the line of communication 
passes in Crow Bay, a fine navigable stream with the exception of three 
anges of rapids, each of which admit of easy improvement, and which 
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have reason to believe would be commenced so soon as the prosecution 
of the Trent should be decided upon. 

From these works the Falls would also be considerable. 

‘To new settlements to the North, and round the Rice Lake, Ottanabee 
River, and Lakes beyond, what an incalculable benefit would accrue 
from the improvement in contemplation; necessitated now to drag from 
Lake Ontario all the many wants for their infant settlements at exhorbi- 
tant rates, over a hill and dale road to Rice Lake, there shipped on 
board of Steam Boat for Peterboro' established nearly two years ag0 
by an enterprising individual (J. G. Bethune, Esquire, of Cobourg) 
there unloaded and conveyed again nine miles by land into another 
Steamer, (belonging to the same individual) thence by various portages 
to their different destinations. When the Trent shall be rendered navig- 
able, the Settler and Merchant may have their goods shipped under their 
own eye at Montreal wharf, pass along the Lachine, Ottawa River, and 
Canals at Carillion, Chute Aux-Blondeau and Grenville, along the 
Rideau Canal, up the Bay of Quinte, along the Trent navigation, Rice 
Lake and to Peterboro’ without ever once being disturbed after leaving 
the Montreal wharf, to say nothing of the diminution in freight, which 
must, as a matter of course follow—and on the other hand it requires, 
no stretch of imagination to anticipate all those settlements in a few 
years contributing materially towards the export Trade, and that Wheat, 
Pot Ash, Staves, & must be re-shipped as return Cargoes. 

‘Another, and by no means the least, consideration, to induce the early 
adoption of such a splendid scheme and rational measure, should be the 
consideration of the fact, that the navigation carried into Rice Lake i, 
comparatively speaking, the communication carried into Lake Huron, 
as appears evident from all the information I have been able to collect, 
(not having visited those quarters) as to the obstructions existing be- 
tween Peterboro’ and Lake Huron, and which, although not coming 
within the immediate sphere of my instructions, T have the honor to 
submit for your Excellency's information, as collected from my intel- 
ligent guide, John Harris (an Indian Trader.) 

Ist. From the Otonabec River to Mud Lake, excavation 7 miles. 

2d. Thence into Chemong, Buck, Pigeon and Sturgeon Lakes, 
rapids 1 mile. 

3rd. Into Cameron's lake, rapids ¥% mile, 

4th, Into Balsam lake, rapids 1 mile. 

From thence to Lake Simcoe, 18 miles by land, making the total 
‘canaling from Rice Lake to Lake Simcoe, 27% miles, then into Lake 
Huron down the Severn (I believe the difference of level is somewhere 
about 70 feet.) 

‘Taking all these into consideration, connected with the immediate 
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local advantages which must, as a matter of course, follow the improve 
‘ments now in contemplation; the Key to all those regions beyond, and 
viewed in connexion with the Ottawa and Rideau navigation already in 
‘operation, and those in contemplation by the back of the Island of 
Montreal, the grand desideratum of an internal water communication 
from the Atlantic or Gulph of St. Lawrence to Lake Huron, ought cex- 
tainly to have some weight in interesting the Mother Country in further 
ing such an undertaking; that is, if the Provincial funds showld not be 
adequate within the 4 years of execution, (which, however, is somewhat 
cout of my sphere) but I believe I may safely assert, without the fear of 
contradiction, that there is not a landholder between the Trent's mouth 
and Lake Simcoe but would cheerfully submit to an annual tax on his 
lands during the execution of the works, to assist in defraying the ex- 
pense; and if such a measure were properly digested and arranged, 1 
hhave little doubt but as an alternative it would meet the general feeling 
of the District, and tend to facilitate the undertaking. 

From the preconceived magnitude of the undertaking, the short time 
from necessity available to accomplish the whole during the lowest 
pitch of water, and to enable me to give my exclusive attention to the 
levels and localities of the river, 1 found it indispensable to engage the 
services of a Provincial Surveyor (Mr. Rubidge of the Newcastle Dis- 
trict) in whom I found, throughout the whole of the arduous duty, much 
perseverence and attention, and in the necessity of which engagement, 
trust your Excellency may concur. 

In submitting the foregoing as the result of your Excellency's com 
‘mands, I trust T may have succeeded in laying the matter before Your 
Excellency in a comprehensive light. 

Thave the honor to be, 
Your Excellency’s 
Most obedient and 
‘Very humble Servant, 
N. H. BAIRD, 
Civil Engineer, 
MONTREAL, 28th Nov. 1833, MICEL. 
Amount of estimate for locks of substantial 

rough Masonry as per detailed estimate with 

‘wooden dams, £23347 6 11% 
Locks, 134 x 33 x 5 feet water, 

Estimate for locks of dimensions similar to the 

Lachine Canal 195300 10 0 

EE. Difference, 38146 1611 
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8, INITIAL SURVEY FOR THE TRENT CANAL, RICE LAKE TO 
Laxe Simcoe 
[Appendix to the Journal of the House of Assembly of Upper Canada, 
1836) 


NO, 12. 
REPORT 


On the most eligible route for a Canal between Lake Simcoe and the 
Rice Lake, and on the practicability and expense of connecting these 
waters—by order of His Excellency Sir John Colborne, K,C.B. kc, &c. &c, 


BY N. H. BAIRD, Civil Engineer, MILCE.L, 
December, 1835 


REPORT 


Excellency SIR JOHN COLBORNE, K.CB, Lieutenant 
Governor of the Province of Upper Canada, and Major 
General commanding His Majesty's Forces, &. &. &e. on 
the most eligible route for a Canal between Lake Simcoe 
and the Rice Lake, and on the practicability and probable 
expense of connecting these Lakes. 


BY N. H. BAIRD 
‘Civil Engineer, 
&MICEL, 











MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY, 

THAT in accordance with your Excellency’s commands, con- 
veyed to me in Lieutenant Colonel Rowan's communications of the 
29th May and 6th June last, and in the spirit of the particular instruc~ 
tions conveyed in the latter, in conformity with the Address of the House 
of Assembly of date 16th April last, viz:—"To examine the most elig- 
“ble route for a Canal between Lake Simcoe and the Rice Lake, by a 

ries of running levels, and to report to your Excellency, for the 
formation of the House at its next Session, respecting the practic 
“ability and expense of connecting these Lakes.” 

T have, in consequence, the honor to state for your Excellency’s 
‘information, that upon the 18th day of June last, having completed my 
preliminary arrangements, in providing proper assistance and canoes, 
in which I found more difficulty than I anticipated, and having engaged 
the services of Mr. F. P. Rubige, Deputy Provincial Surveyor, for the 
surveying department, I proceeded to the inspection and examination 
of the country between Rice Lake and Lake Simcoe, conceiving it more 
in order to follow up the route from the Bay of Quinte, as detailed in 
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‘my former report to your Excellency on the proposed improvements 
‘on the River Trent, in 1833, than to reverse, and commence from Lake 
‘Simcoe—the result of which inspection, levels, survey, &. I shall en- 
deavour, with as much perspicuity and brevity as the nature of the 
important subject will admit, to lay before your Excellency, assuming, 
although not expressed in my instructions, or in the Address from the 
‘House, the same scale of navigation as that reported on for the improve- 
‘ment of the Trent, viz. for locks 134 x 33 x 5 feet water as the data 
‘upon which to proceed; accordingly commencing from Rice Lake, into 
which the navigation must be understood as made available by the 
requisite operations formerly reported and estimated, and for per- 
spicuity and reference sake shall divide the whole route into five sec- 
tions, commencing from the Rice Lake, thus: 





2 
Section Ist. From Rice Lake to Peterborough, 21 80 
34 
” 2nd. Peterborough to outlet of Clear Lake 14 80 
” 3rd.” Outlet of Clear Lake to Bobcaygean 
40 
lock and rapids 31% 
ey 
” ath," Bobeaygean to Balsam Lake Portage 26 80 
40 
* Sth, "Balsam Lake to Lake Simcoe 16 0 
Making in all, 110 miles 


With reference to section No. 1, the first obstacle presenting itself 
is the bar at the outlet of the Otanabee River, over which, in some sea- 
sons, at Jowest summer water, there is not more than eighteen inches; 
from this point of difficulty to within half a mile of Peterboro’, or at 
Whitlaw’s Rapids, a distance of 21 miles, the river presents a fine avail- 
able stream for moderate sized steamers, with the exception of three 
trifling obstructions, as shewn in the accompanying plan and section, 
viz. Danger Field, Robinson's Island, and Yankee Bonnet Shoals, over 
which, at lowest summer water, 18 inches will be the utmost, and would 
not even have reached that but for the exertions made last summer, or 
summer before, in removing the round bolders from the channel, and 
placing them in heaps or piles, out of the fair way, by a grant (I under- 
stand) from the Provincial Parliament, laid out under Commissioners 
appointed for the purpose, and which in so far as such partial improve- 
See Mrs. Trall's explanation of the name on p. 371 below. 
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ments 80, appears to have been a benefit to the navigation. The next 
‘obstruction, in rotation, is the Whitlaw's Rapids, a pitch of about 2 
feet 9 inches (2-9:) at this point considerable expense has been in- 
curred, in clearing the bottom from bolders and in forming buttresses 
‘therewith to contract and deepen the bed of the river, and which seems 
to have so far succeeded; but, at the same time, the benefit seems to 
hhave been counteracted on the other hand by the increase of current, 
which, as @ matter of course, the contracting the channel has had the 
ciflect of creating, although not so great as to prevent the steamer Nor- 
‘thumberland, a twin boat of particular construction, and drawing very 
litle water (say 2-6,) laid om that route by individual enterprise, t0 
surmount at a moderate pitch of water, when she readily gnins the 
extent of the navigation of the Otanabee River in its present state, in 
the basin immediately below the town, and at the foot of the 9 mile 
rapids, having surmounted with ease a small ripple of a few inches 
dilference of level, at the narrows between the Little Lake and upper 
‘bay. Thus terminating the first section of difficulties on the route, viz 
the bar at the mouth of the river, Danger Field, Robinson's, and Yankee 
Bonnet Shoals, with Whitlaw’s rapid, and small rapid above, making 
in all, from Rice Lake to Peterboro', difference of level of 4 feet 6 
inches 

‘The next and more serious obstruction to the navigation of the 
Otanabee River, presents itself prominently in a seres of uninterrupted 
rapids and chutes from Peterboro’ Bay to above Herzot’s mill, in Douro, 
and into the now dead water of Katchiwannoe Lake, a distance of 9% 
niles and rising no less than 147-6 feet odd, on which portion of 
section 2nd are situated, above Peterboro’ bridge, Hal's mills, built for 
the use of the settlement by Government some years ago, taking the 
water from the river above the mill by a very long aqueduct, and by 
the construction of a dam across the river, as shewn upon the accom 
panying detailed plans, having a head and fall of 12-7 8/10 fet, This 
‘dam has the effect of Sending the water as far back as point A on the 
plan—from thence to the tail water of Stevenson's saw mill the river 
preserves its general character of rapids and swift water, and generally 
deep, say from 3 to 4 feet; above this point is situated Mr. Stevenson's 
mill dam, of rude construction, but it is presumed sufficient for all the 
purposes required, making a head and fall of 2-7 feet, and throwing 
the water as far back as point B on the plan—from which to the next 

‘These Nine Mile Rapids, so diferent from the present navigton, forms another 
coment reson for eleving that Champlain's Ind expediion of 1615 avowed 
the long and arduous route vié Stoney Lake by Using the Chemong carrying pce, 
tut if they ei ener Stoney Lake, shorter route to Rie Lake would te bythe 
Tadian River, ough would be then, as ow, very sallow in many ples 
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artificial obstruction to the river, the same characteristic of rapid and 
chute prevails, until reaching Lee's mill-dam and works, at which place 
4 dam, on somewhat more substantial form and principle of construc- 
tion, affords a command of 13-1 2/10 feet of head and fall, and backs 
the water, with the exception of a slight current, as far as point C, at 
the foot of Mr. Reid’s clearance; from the mill pond, it is worthy of 
remark, that the water has been conducted scientifically by the late Mr. 
‘Lees along an expensive and well constructed canal to his mill, as shewn 
on the plan, and being somewhat through rock, must have cost a con- 
siderable amount—this work will be more particularly referred to when 
treating of the improvement. 

From point C. on the plan, or from the head of Lee's mill pond, the 
river presents one continued series of rapids and chutes until reaching 
the dead water of Katchiwannoe Lake. The general character of the 
Danks, high and rocky, and well bedded, affording excellent materials 
for lockage, &c. being of a good compact limestone. 

From the detailed plan accompanying, from actual survey, a more 
correct idea may be formed of the general character of the river than 
any attempt at description could convey, while at the same time the 
longitudinal section shews the continued rise, with the general depths of 
‘water, a8 found at the time of inspection. 

From the foot of Herriot's rapids (on which an excellent saw mill is 
in operation, and a grist mill in progress of being erected) 8 fect-10-3 
‘of rise carries into the mill pond dead water, upheld at that level say 
142 ft.-3-5 above Peterboro Bay, by a short substantial dam, as shewn 
fon the plan and section, and backing the water over the former rapids 
into Katchiuwannoe Lake, at the lower extremity of which a. shoal 
presents itself, an obstruction to the requisite navigable qualities, but of 
short duration. Next in order, and the only obstruction to the maviga- 
tion on the 2nd section, isthe rapids at and opposite Young's house and 
mill, and the artificial obstruction of a dam thrown roughly across the 
rivet by Mr. Young, for the use of a very complete common principled 
sist mill, made to drive two runs of stones, with a total head and fall 
of only 3 feet, and during the particular period of my inspection, had 
only 24 inches, and affords an instance of what properly applied power 
‘may produce, with a due regard to economy of water. By the accom- 
panying plan it will be seen the enterprising proprietor has spared no 
pains inthe construction of an aqueduct, &e. through a stony stratum to 
‘tin his end; as to the expediency or propriety of his throwing a dam 
across the river at the particular spot he has, will afterwards be con- 
sidered in this report, although it would appear to have materially 
benefited the navigation into the outlet of Clear Lake, by drovining the 








‘TRANSPORTATION: THE TRENT CANAL 165 


rapids thereon and giving suficiency of water over them, thus terminat- 
ing the second general section of the route. 

"The next portion (forming the 3rd section) extends from Young's 
rapids to Bobcaygcan, a distance of 31% miles, rising 38-4 feet, and 
taking in its course Clear and Stoney Lakes, Peninsula Falls, Deer Bay, 
and Burleigh Chutes, and Buckhom’s rapids or Hall's mill, with the 
navigation of Buckhom and Pigeon Lakes, with their shallows, &. 

Then to resume at Young's mill rapid, the navigation, in consequence 
of the dam already constructed, is complete, with the exception of 3 
in place of 5 feet water on the outlet of Clear Lake, until reaching the 
Peninsula Falls, through the rather intricate navigation of Clear Lake, 
among its rocky islands and sunken rocks, and along the splendid navi 
gation of Stoney Lake, until reaching the head thereof, in the spacious 
basin into which the Falls disgorge themselves with boisterous rapidity 
from the several ragged and iron-bound outlets. To surmount the 
obstacle at this point (rise 25-8 3/10) seemed at first, and even on 
‘mature reflection and inspection, to be a work of somewhat of a serious 
nature, from the particular quality of the obstructions in the several 
‘openings and outlets and ravines of which the mass of adament obstruc- 
tion is composed, when after much search, a small channel, emitting the 
least quantity of water of the whole, afforded an opportunity of carry- 
ing the navigation over an ascent of 25-8-3, and into the water con- 
necting with Deer Bay, and at which point the dreaded iron-bound 
nature ofthe rock turned out to be the finest workable granite—the only 
instance of the real granite, in any quantity, which has come within my 
observation in either of the Provinces, with the exception of Buckhorn 
rapids, where it also exists; by the general plan the position of the lock- 
age can be seen—conceiving it unnecessary, so long as I had a correct 
section of the ravine, to have a detailed plan of the whole, particularly 
as such could not be properly done till winter, from the very intricate 
and insulated nature of the several islands, bluff points, &c. Having 
gained the waters of the bay above, the next obstruction occurs at the 
‘outlet of Deer Bay, as shewn on the plan, where a rise of 2-2.6/10 
presents itself in a smart wicked chute or jump, in a short distance, but 
affords an excelent opportunity for improvement in the well-protected 
bay below, and advantageous ravine and low ground adjoining. Having 
‘overcome this obstacle, a small chute again interrupts the navigation, of 
18 inches, as shewn on the longitudinal sections of the route, until 
reaching Buckhorn rapids, on which are situated Hall’s mills, (and 
‘which point forms a particular feature in the line of communication, as 
commending and regulating the whole surfaces of Buckhorn, Chemong, 
and Pigeon Lakes, up to Bobeaygean, 15% miles,) at which place a 
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difference of level occurs of 8-2 6/10, to be overcome, as afterwards 
deseribed—and carry the navigation to Bobcaygean rapids and locks, 
thus terminating the 3rd sectional division of the route, from which t9 
Balsam Lake Portage, a distance of 26% miles, and rising 34 feet, the 
4th section extends, comprehending the rapids and works at Bobcay- 
gean, the shallows from thence to Sturgeon Lake, the works at Cam- 
eron’s Falls and Balsam Rapids, and which present the following 
obstructions, namely—at Bobcaygean a rise of 5 ft. 5 in. 4 pts. and a con- 
tinuation of rapid of considerable extent, together with shallows, until 
reaching the outlet of Sturgeon Lake, and which has been attempted 
to be surmounted by the construction of a lock and a dam at consider- 
able expense, by a Provincial grant, but which has not as yet been avail- 
able, by some unaccountable oversight in three circumstances, from 
the level of the lower sill being equal to that of the lowest water in 
Pigeon Lake, in place of being the requisite Canal water depth below 
the same, say 3 feet for these purposes—from the dams above not being 
suicient to retain a sufficient head of water over the shallows above, 
and lastly, from the loose and open nature of the cut from the above 
to the lock, not retaining the water for want of proper means being 
used in the construction, allowing the water to escape in the many 
crevices and open chasms which the nature of the ground presents, 
thereby rendering the works at this place entirely useless, without an 
adequate outlay to remedy the evil. 

‘The next and most serious obstruction to the navigation on this sec- 
tion occurs at Cameron's Falls, up to which point, after overcoming the 
difficulties at and above Bobcaygean, a most excelent line of navigation, 
in deep waters of Sturgeon Lake presents itself, when a rise of 24-10 2/10 
‘occurs, from the waters of the deep navigable inlet from Sturgeon Lake 
to the foot of Cameron's Falls, into the sll water of Cameron's Lake,! 
rendering the adoption of two Tocks and guard lock at a most convenient 
site, as shewn on the plan, necessary. None who have ever witnessed 
the’ scenery of Niagara Falls but must at once have the impression 
forced on their minds of a resemblance in miniature, in Cameron's 
Falls—the approach from Sturgeon Lake, between the high rocky 
banks, in their perpendicular grandeur, until instantaneously the Fail 
presents itself in the same horse-shoe form, with a curtain similarly 











Named afer Duncan Cameron, Provincial Secretary of Upper Canada, 
1617-1838, the original grantee of lot 23, Concession x, which included the falls 
‘The modein name, Fenelon Falls, recalls Frangois de’Silizac’ de’ Fénclon, ex 
plorer and Sulpician missionary, who spent the winter of 1669-70 at the Seneca 
Uillage of Ganatsekwyagon (“opening in sand cif") to the east of Rivire Rouse 
and Frenchman's Bay. The fatter name commemorates the event—the frst 
recorded residence of & white man in the viinty of Toronto, 





‘TRANSPORTATION: THE TRENT CANAL 67 


arranged, affording behind it, fom one shore to the other, a promenade, 
‘A commencement has been made by the enterprising proprietor, on an 
extensive scale, indicative of the rise and progress of a place of impor- 
tance, and which, doubtless its central situation must insure; in addi- 
tion fo a sav-mill, preparations are making for the erection of a grist 
and other mills. An inn of unusual extent and accommodation for a 
new country, has just been completed, together with the proprietor’s 
‘own and several other houses, store, &c. forms quite a village in a 
wilderness. 

Leaving Cameron’s Falls, the route continues somewhat shallow up 

the river, (until reaching Cameron’s Lake, which is in general very 
deep,) but which, by the operations at Cameron's Falls, will readily 
be overcome, and thus carry the navigation over the shallows, foot of 
the Balsam Rapids, opposite the head of the Fork Island, and at which 
place the rapids may be said to commence, and although rising only 2 
8 in. into Balsam Lake, present a very protracted and serious inter- 
ruption, (compared to what the first impression did import,) as shewn 
in the detailed plan and section accompanying, and this accomplished, 
carries the navigation into Balsam Lake, 227 2/10 ft. above the Rice 
Lake, and the summit level of the communication from the Bay of 
Quinte to Lake Simcoe and Huron, 592 ft. above the Bay of Quinte, 
and 118 ft. 6 in. above Lake Simcoe. The surface of Balsam Lake I 
purpose holding permanently near high water mark, for the purpose of 
giving sufficient water over the bar at the outlet of the Lake, head of 
Balsam rapids, as also to afford better access to the shore at the Por- 
tage, or the point where the cut of junction with the Talbot is intended 
to leave, besides saving many thousand pounds in excavation—thus 
terminating the 4th section, and commencing the Sth and last to Lake 
Simooo—descending 118 ft. 53/10 in. in a total distance to the Lake 
of 16% miles, or to the point of junction with the Talbot, discharging 
lf into Lake Simcoe, 13% miles. 
In attempting a description of the obstructions on the section, I may 
‘commence by remarking generally that they are two-fold:—in the 
Talbot River, on the one hand, in its course holding out one line for 
consideration, in contra-distinction to carrying a continuous navigation 
‘over a most favourable country of 139% miles, until intersecting the Tal- 
bot River in its more developed character for navigation, within 2% 
miles of Lake Simcoe, and in either affording sufficient scope for the 
duties of the Engineer, 

‘The Talbot River in its southern branch, taking its rise in a swamp 
to the west of Balsam Lake, continues winding in a very narrow and 
serpentine course for about 3 miles, until reaching the Forks or junction 
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with the north branch, at which point the river assumes a respectable 
navigable appearance for batteaux, and continues so, but in a very ser- 
pentine course, until reaching the Long Portage and head of the Lost 
Channel, and continuation of Dry-bedded River, where the water finds 
its way under ground, and makes out “to day” again at about a mile 
below, from which the river continues as formerly described until reach- 
{ng the Crooked or Wicked Rapids, of about half a mile in extent, along 
which we had great difficulty to float the canoes, with the baggage and 
provisions out, which brings the sver into what may be called the com 
mencement of the navigable portion, having at this point, by three suc- 
cessive rapids, descended about 55 ft. From this point to the Summer 
Portage, on the plains, oF near the head of the next rapids and flood 
wood interruptions, the river preserves a navigable character, being 
from 70 to 100 ft in width, and from 4 to 5 ft. in depth, with the ex- 
ception of a small interruption, about 414 miles from the Portage, of 
rocks and gravel in form of a shoal and rapid, which might easily be 
overcome 

From this point (the Summer Portage) the rapids commence, and 
continue, interspersed with short stretches of still water and jambs of 
flood wood, until reaching the termination of any thing like serious 
interruption at point T. on the plan, from which, downwards, may be 
reckoned the really available portion of the Talbot River for improve 
rent, and which, from the detailed plan accompanying, made out from 
actual survey, at much inconvenience to the party, will appear to be 
of a nature somewhat doubtful in its present state—the radii of the sur- 
vey being such as to render the ready navigation by the description of 
craft intended to be used on ths inland communication at least dificult, 
although the elbows may be materially relieved oftheir acutenes, from 
‘which point until reaching Lake Simcoe no material dificlty occurs, 
with the exception of flood wood, but what lockage will easily over- 
come. 

Having reached the mouths of the siver along 8, 10, 18, and 20 ft 
water for the lst 3 or 4 miles, as shewn in the plan, the progress into 
the lake is impeded by the existence ofa gravelly and sandy bar of con- 
siderable extent into the lake, as per plan and section, affording at low 
water not more than 2 ft. 6 in. in the fair way, but which can be re- 
moved and permanently secured aguinst filing up by the construction 
of piers properly thrown out. 

Of the capabilities of the Talbot, from its confluence with Lake 
Simeoe to the commencement of the rapids, there ean be but one opin- 
fon, although that is in some degree shackled from the very circuitous 
nature of its course, making, for instance, a distance by following the 
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river, of 30 miles to Balsam Lake, whereas by a direct line from the 
present Indian Landing, or rather from a more convenient basin one- 
cighth of a mile above, the distance would be reduced to 16% miles, 
thereby not only avoiding many inconvenient turns, as shewn in the 
plan, but shortening the distance greatly, say 344 miles, 

Having thus endeavoured to lay before your Excellency the difficul- 
ties and obstructions to be overcome, in order to render what I conceive, 
after mature deliberation, the most eligible route for a water communi 
cation available to connect Lake Simcoe with Rice Lake; 1 shall, in 
‘order as they occur, suggest such operations as I consider will be re- 
‘quired to accomplish the end in view. 

But prior to entering into the details of the route proposed for adop- 
tion, it may not be out of place to remark, that in gaining the extremity 
of the Ist or lower section, viz. Peterborough Bay, the attention was 
naturally called to look around for an outlet—appearances indicating 
that the navigable qualities at that point ceased. When my attention 
was naturally drawn towards the ultimate object of my search—the 
direction of the head waters—Chemong or Mud Lake naturally attracted 
attention; however forbidding its appearance in the present state at low 
water, through which a canoe can be paddled but with difficulty, and 
the general report as to its inadequacy to any thing like navigable pur- 
poses, nevertheless, I resolved on trial, and steering my course in that 
direction, following a natural ravine and apparently low ground, leaving 
the bay at the convenient basin, as shewn on the plan, and passing 
through chiefly the unlocated town lots of Peterboro'—-crossing the 
communication road at Mr. Dixon’s gate, and thence bending north- 
ward in easy curvature through convenient ground, until reaching by 
‘easy ascent the height of land between Peterboro’ and Chemong Lake, 
in the shortest feasible route between the two waters which afterwards, 
contrary to my expectation, on applying the level, I found not to exceed 
50 feet above Chemong Lake, thereby offering @ probability of the 
internal oF cross-the-country line, being worthy of attention; still as the 
‘Otanabee, in its circuit, had to form the criterion of competition, T 
resolved not to abandon it without an examination, particularly as the 
land route did not hold out any very flattering inducement to at once 
adopt it; however, when on the ground, and as the country afforded an 
‘excellent oportunity of ascertaining the gross difference of level, and 
at the same time afforded data for a sectional view of the country for 
whatever purposes its capabilities afterwards might be deemed sus- 
ceptible, I instituted a set of levels across from Chemong or Mud Lake 
to Peterboro’ Bay, and found I had the quantity of 189 ft, of difference 
of level or lockage to contend with, and of course to be encountered, 
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in the several obstructions in the Otanabee, in its elbow course, a differ- 
cence of level, which somewhat staggered my confidence, being led to 
believe that the difference (of level) was inconsiderable, as stated in 
‘my report on the Trent: but having soon thereafter an opportunity of 
proving those levels by a series from Chemong Lake, down through 
Buckhorn and Peninsula Falls, and down the long rapids of the Otana- 
bee to Peterboro’, putting the matter beyond all doubt, which led to the 
idea (taking into account the probability of a proportionate increase 
‘on the several remaining sections of the route from the original con- 
jectures on the subject) of addressing the Interim Report, which I had 
the honor of handing your Excellency personally, and thereon receiving 
your Excellency’s further instructions, which the importance and con- 
‘sideration of the subject required. 

T would further remark, that in consequence of the tenor of my in- 
structions, and from circumstances occurring since the issuing of the 
address, and in obedience to your Excellency’s commands, originating 
from such circumstances, viz—‘The reputed eligibility of a route 
“existing to connect these waters by way of Stoney Lake, with Belmont, 
“Ball, and Crow Lakes, and thence with the Rideau Canal head waters 
“on the Crow River,"— 

Jn consequence, and with the view of leaving no room to doubt as 
to the most eligible, I inspected the reputed route, in a most arduous 
and unsatisfactory exploration of that country, in its iron bound coasts 
and islands, continued rapids and vexatious portages, over hill and dale 
occupying myself and part of my hands nine days, serving only fully 
to establish the impossibility of finding a practicable route in that direc- 
tion for a canal communication. 

From Crow Lake, which I reached by the several continuous rapids 
and blind portages described by way of Belmont and Ball Lakes, and 
finding no prospect of reaching the head waters of the Rideau from 
either of those points, although from the cursory knowledge I have of 
the direction of the Rideau’s head waters, I had all along been con- 
vinced of the probability of finding a choice of communication from 
thence to the upper lakes, although at much sacrifice of lockage, but 
‘notin the direction reported to your Excellency; I reached the Marmora 
Tron Works, and from thence descended the Crow River, and from 
thence by Heely’s Falls, on the Trent—fixing beyond doubt, that the 
Otanabee was the most probable, and in all likelihood, the only prac- 
ticable route for the object in view. 

Having thus described the endeavors to establish the mast eligible 
route, I now come to lay before Your Excellency the operations re- 
quired on the different sections to render them available for navigation, 
‘commencing in rotation, as formerly, from Rice Lake; and under sec- 
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tion 1, occur, the Bar at the mouth of the River, the Shallows of Dan- 
gersficd, Robinson's Island, and Yankee Bonnet,' and which I would 
‘propose surmounting by such additional height to the dam at Asphodel 
bridge, (proposed as necessary for the improvement of that portion of 
the Trent) as will maintain Rice Lake permanently at or near high 
water mark, and which from the slight difference of level from Rice 
Lake to Whitlaw's Rapids, (about 2 ft. 9 in.) can easily be done; at 
the same time, I would recommend the closing up the centre channel 
of the mouth of the Otanabee, with the view of assisting either of the 
others, in having a clear passage, and preventing the formation of an 
additional bar, which would be apt to form, if not artificially prevented, 
‘and which the formation of piers will ensure. 

In raising the waters of Rice Lake a decided general advantage will 
arise to the surrounding country, in rendering the whole comparatively 
healthy, and insure, at a trifling expenditure, an available navigation to 
Peterboro’, at all times, by the simple adoption of a dam and lock at 
Whitlaw’s Rapids, which is the next obstruction on this section, thereby 
throwing back water over the Little Lake, sufficient to drown the ripple 
at the Narrows between the lake and bay, and throw sufficient water 
into No. 1 lock of the collateral cut from Entrance Bay; thus carrying 
the navigation from Asphodel Bridge to Peterboro’, 40 miles, at an 
expense of, per estimate, £4,246, 19s. a very inconsiderable amount 
indeed, when compared to the advantages to be derived, the enumera- 
tion of the whole of which I do not consider comes within the immediate 
sphere of this report. 

Section 2nd —From Peterboro' to Clear Lake, 14% miles, and rising 
147 feet, with a continuation of rapid for 9 miles, until reaching Her- 
riot’s mill pond in Katchiuwannoe Lake, and thereafter the ray 
Young's mill, of short duration. 

‘To overcome these, (the most serious obstruction on the whole route) 
there can be but one opinion, pointed out in the extreme facilities the 
river affords in its universally high and well defined banks, and the 
‘convenience afforded for the construction of dams at suitable distances, 
to render the intermediate spaces available, the practicability of which 
system has been so amply tested on the Rideau communication, that 
leaves not a doubt as to the applicability in the present instance, while 
the existence of tolerably sized dams at present, proves the facility with 
which such can be constructed where required. But although I should 
recommend the system as generally applicable to the nine mile rapids, 
yet, as will be seen by the accompanying detailed and minute plans, T 
propose leaving the river at the Little Bay, immediately contiguous to 
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the store-house, and making part of the present marsh and Bay, a re~ 
ceiving basin, and carrying the navigation inland through the town of 
Peterboro’, as nearly parallel with the streets as now laid out as pos- 
sible, along favourable low ground, and well suited to lockage—bounded 
by the natural mound or bank on the western side—bending its course 
round to the plain lots, until reaching the natural ravine at R, to which 
Point the levels naturally lead, as shewn on the accompanying plan and 
section, until reaching the river at S, and into the dead water from Hall's 
nill-dam, or from the termination of the mound referred to, to carry 
‘on a continued navigation to the summit line of Lee's mill-pond, for 
Which the ground is favourable; and as this would appear in the mean- 
time to be more eligible, it may be deemed sufficient to estimate on this 
Tine, leaving the adoption as a matter of expediency hereafter, when the 
‘works may go into operation. 

T would, therefore, propose for the present, the continuation of the 
cut to Lee's mill-pond, by which all the mill operations will be left 
undisturbed, and the wicked chain of rapids avoided. 

Having gained the mil-pond by a collateral eut of 2% miles, with 
5 locks, making 56 ft. lift, and the necessary bridges, &. for the accom- 
‘modation of the public, the dam and lock system will come into good 
play, until reaching the foot of Herriot’ rapids—by the several locks, 
dams and excavations, as shewn on the plan and section, from which a 
collateral eut of one-eighth of a mile willbe necessary to cary the line 

and rapids, and avoid interfering. with the operations 
are likely to become extensive, and secure a more con- 
venient and ready mode of passing this particular spot of difficulty, than 
by following the river and then by raising and strengthening the present 
<dam, a suficiency of water can be backed up, with no inconvenience to 
the adjoining lands, to the foot of Young's rapids—covering the small 
rapids at the outlet of Katchewannoe Lake, and throwing sufficient 
water into the lock of 3 ft. lft at Young's, as shewn on the plan and 
scction—from which to the waters of Clear Lake, a short cut of 70 
yards in length, averaging 6 ft. deep, through a gravelly section, will 
carry the navigation (and completing section 2nd) from Peterboro’ to 
(Clear Lake, 14% miles, and rising 146-10 plus 32/10-150 ft, and at 
‘an estimated expense of £66,524 14s. 1d 

Section 3rd—From Young’s to Bobcaygean, including in its course, 
through Clear and Stoney Lakes, the Peninsula Falls, Burleigh Chutes, 
Deer Bay, Buckhorn Rapids, and the navigation of Buckhorn and 
Pigeon Lakes. 

aaving gained the waters of Clear Lake, the only operation required 
to complete the navigation to Peninsula Falls will be a properly con- 
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structed dam, to raise the waters of Clear and Stoney Lakes 2 ft. above 
their present heights, so as to give sufficiency over the outlet of the 
lakes at lowest summer water, which cannot in any way interfere with 
adjoining lands, the general character of Clear and Stoney Lakes being 
rocky and barren shores, and in general very abrupt. The Peninsula 
Falls, gross rise of 25-8 3/10, I propose surmounting by 3 locks and 
extended wing walls, with the requisite guard lock at the head or sum- 
mit to regulate the spring floods. From this point the navigation con- 
tinues through Deer Bay, until reaching Burleigh Rapids, a pitch of 2 
ft 2 in. at which place a most favourable opportunity presents to sur- 
‘mount, what otherwise would have been attended with trouble and 
expense, in the placing of a lock in the neck of a Peninsula, as shewn 
‘upon the general plan, with the necessary excavation, &c. which will 
carry the navigation, by the construction of a dam at this place over 
the little chute to Buckhorn Lake extremity, of rock excavation, as also 
in the raising of the present or the construction of an additional dam, 
sufficient to deaden the rapids and swift water above, and throw suff- 
cient additional head in Buckhorn, Chemong and Pigeon Lakes, so as 
to retain those waters at high water mark, and thereby insure a constant, 
safe navigation to Bobcaygean Rapids, where terminates section 3rd, 
in a distance of 3114 miles, ascending 38 ft. 4 in. at an expense of 
£21,102 2s. 5d. 

Section 4th—From Bobcaygean to Balsam Portage (to Lake Sim- 
c0e.,) 2614 miles, — 

Will require the re-construction of the lock at Bobeaygean, the lower 
sill being placed, as already stated, at least 3 ft. too high, besides the 
dimensions of the lock chamber being too contracted for the present 
‘contemplated seale, being only 28 ft. in the clear; the cut from the lock 
head to the bay above will require considerable enlargement and deep- 
ening, s0 as to admit of being properly secured by lining, &. to prevent 
the escape of the water through the open fissures of the loose rock, as 
provided for in detailed estimate; the re-constructions and increased 
height to the present dam, with the addition of a smaller one, between 
the upper island and main land, as shewn upon the plan, with the view 
of giving a sufficiency of wall over the long continued shallows in the 
river above to Sturgeon Lake—which gained, gives a splendid navi- 
‘gation for any sized craft to Cameron’s Falls, and to the very foot 
thereof, where a most favourable opportunity occurs for lockage into 
Cameron's Lake, or rather the river leading to said lake, as shewn on 
detailed plan and section of that place, surmounting the difference of 
level of 24/10 2/10, by two locks advantageously located on the brink 
‘of the rocky bank, with the addition of a guard lock and excavation 
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into the river or mill-pond above—in a distance of only 265 yards, 
and averaging 6 ft. cutting, passing between the hotel and sawmill. 

Before leaving the extended and fine navigable water of Sturgeon 
Lake, it may not be out of place to refer your Excellency simply to the 
fact of the existence of one of the most favourable opportunities ever 
presented to open up the same extent of country, by so very little asis- 
{ance from art, asthe waters of Scugog River and Lake afford, passing 
in the course from Sturgeon Lake, from the south-west angle of Fene- 
ton, through the whole of Ops (40 miles in extent, interrupted only by 
the rapids at Purdy’s mill), touching on Manvers, watering the whole 
‘of Cartwright, and part of Reach, at the upper extremity of the lake, 
and even extending its ramificated contributory branches, rendered par- 
tially available (and which litle local enterprise would make perfectly 
s0,) into Mariposa, Brock, and Whitby, and as a matter of course not 
confining its spreading influence to these alone, but enabling an avail- 
able communication being opened up from the safe and convenient Bay 
‘of Windsor (where it is now in contemplation to construct a harbour) 
by a railroad, or a good macadamized road, forthe present, from which 
point the head of the extended navigation seems to be distant only 18 
miles, and which, as already shewn on the particular report on that 
subject, can be rendered available by the simple operation of one dam 
and lock below the present site of Purds’s mil, and at an expense not 
exceeding £2500, (under proper management) —thereby affording an 
immediate relief to those rapidly settling Districts—at a trifing outlay, 
until the through main channel of communication should be opened 
up, and then affording permanent local benefit to the Townships 
immediately bordering on the Scugog River and Lake, as also on the 
contributaries, the Non-can and Cross Crecks. 

To resume my sectional description of the main line:—Having gained 
by the operations stated, the summit of Cameron's Lake, as the river 
above the dam, particularly at the outlet into Cameron's Lake, at low 
‘water, does not exceed 18 inches, it will be necessary thatthe dam now 
existing, and which is one of the most substantial and creditable pieces 
of workmanship T have seen in the Province, should be raised from 
2 to 3 ft to assist in giving sufficiency of water over the bar at the 
‘mouth of the river, were some rock excavation will also be necessary; 
but ifthe banks will bear it, and T have no doubt but they wil, even 
1 greater increase would be advantageous, not only in the saving of 
rock excavations at this point (under water) but in materially assisting 
‘operations at the foot of Balsam Rapids, which point the navigation 
reaches easily through the deep Cameron's Lake, and up either of the 
channels of the river, communicating with Balsam Rapids and Lake, 
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where operations of considerable magnitude, compared to the trifling 
difference of level, will be requisite to connect with Balsam Lake, in 
the construction of a lock of 3 ft. lift—and a continuous excavation, 
chiefly through rock, for 450 yards to the river above, at point B, where 
a dam will also be required to throw sufficient water over the bar and 
into Portage Bay—on the summit level of the chain of communications, 
from the Bay of Quinte to Lakes Simcoe and Huron, making a distance 
of section 4th of 26% miles, and rising 34 ft. at an expenditure of 
£25,546 16s. 2d. Currency, being a total difference of level above 
Rice Lake, with the increased head on Balsam Lake of 227 ft.; above 
the Bay of Quinte, S92 ft—assuming Balsam Lake to be 3 ft. above 
July mark, and 118-6 ditto above Lake Simcoe, and assuming Lake 
‘Huron, as shewn on the map, 594 ft. above the sea, would seem to leave 
a difference of level between Lakes Simcoe and Huron of 110 ft. odd, 
say 110 ft. 6 in, 

‘Next comes the last sectional division of the route No. 5, and one, 
as already stated, upon which there is sulficient scope for the Engineer's 
duties—not in point of any very untoward difficulties to be surmounted, 
but in the proper selection of the most eligible route from Balsam Lake 
to Lake Simcoe, between which there is a difference of level of 118— 
5-3 in the present state of the waters, an amount far beyond what was 
anticipated, and which, consequently, suggested the strictest invest 
tion into the merits of the two probable routes already spoken of, viz. 
to follow, as much as may be available, the course of the Talbot River 
from its source downwards—or to adopt an eligible line for a more 
continuous navigation from Balsam to Lake Simcoe, and for which 
latter the face of the country affords (with the exception of a trifling 
rise near Balsam Lake) an opportunity equalled only in one instance 
in the course of my observation in either Province, and in that for a 
‘more limited distance (viz. on the Tine for a continuous Canal from Lake 
St. Francis to Lake St. Louis, which runs through the Seigniory of 
and which I estimated last year for the Honourable Ed- 
ward Ellice, in contra-distinction to the other side of the river—the 
‘muuch less.) Still, how-much-soever I might be disposed 
to avail of such facility for continuous navigation by a cut to Lake 
Simcoe direct, yet there are circumstances sufficiently urgent to give the 
preference to medium between the two, and which, T have no doubt, 
‘will present the most eligible for adoption, as in tracing the Talbot 
River from its commencement in the great swamp near Balsam Lake 
to Lake Simcoe, in all its freaks of serpentine curvature, which T did 
in the month of June, when the water was very low, as well as in the 
‘months of October and November—I fully came to the opinion that to 
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follow the Talbot higher up (as for the sake of description I would beg 
leave to reverse the order and commence from Lake Simcoe,) thus the 
‘commencement of the rapids, at McQuaig’s rapids or house, as marked 
Q on the accompanying detailed plan, made from actual survey, with 
the view of ascertaining the real nature of the river, would not only be 
exposing the works to much tardiness of execution from the limited 
pperiod in which operations could be carried on among a continuation 
fof rapids, but at the same time, when done, would add much to the 
length of the communication—the direct line with the point of junction 
with Balsam Lake being only 13% miles in extent—and although T 
should certainly look forward ultimately to carry the navigation to this 
point, or into the Simcoe Portage reach—yet, in the mean time, T would 
suggest the propriety of leaving the Talbot either at the convenient and 
commodious basin, as shewn on the plan at D, 1% miles above the 
‘mouth, &c, or above the termination of the lately constructed road from 
Balsam Lake—and from the said basin, or point T, to carry an inland 
cut to Balsam Lake, as per line delineated red on the plan, with the 
necessary 12 locks of, in all, 116 feet lift, as thereon shewn, or as may 
afterwards be found more convenient to locate; for which, as already 
Stated, the section of the country is most favourable, with the exception 
‘of considerable rock excavation in bedded limestone on leaving Balsam 
Lake, which, however, will meet well the purposes of lock building, of 
which there will require to be in all the inland cut 12 locks, (of different 
feet lift each) besides on the Talbot River, between Lake Simcoe and 
Talbot basin, of nominal feet lft, with the requisite continuous excava- 
tion, culverts, bridges, &. together with the necessary operations at the 
‘mouth of the river, in the removal of the bar and by the construction of 
piers, to prevent its again forming; thus overcoming the obstruction in 
this section, by an inland continuous cut from Balsam Lake to Talbot 
River at T, of 13% miles, with 12 locks thrown at suitable distances, 
as shewn on the plan and sections, by one lock on the Talbot River, 
if found necessary, and the construction of the necessary works at the 
mouth of the river, in all 16% miles; descending 121-1 3/10 feet by 
Tockage, or 118-$7/10 natural difference of level, at an expenditure 
of £121,212 18s. 14, Currency. 

For the sake of perspicuity, I beg leave to annex a recapitulation of 
the whole for your Excellency’s information, which at one view will 
shew the abstract of operations required, amounting in all to the sum 
‘of £262,067 16s. 4d. and for which I consider these works may be 
constructed in a permanent, substantial, and workmanlike manner, and 
under a similar specification as intended for the Trent works, viz.—“Ot 
‘good substantial hammer-dressed masonry, with ashler hollow quoins, 
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comers, and coping, wooden sills, &c. &.”—Thus opening up an unin- 
terrupted water communication from the Bay of Quinte to Lake Simcoe, 
‘a distance of about 195 miles, and 706-4 feet of lockage, for the sum 
of £495,515 odd, Currency, including the Trent estimate, which 


amounts to £233,447 6s. 11Y4d. Currency. 


RECAPITULATION 





Sec. Desription of Route Miles Rise 


Dims Loe. 
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son's Lake, Balsam 
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See, Deseiption of Route Miles Rise Dms Lee. Amount 





5 From Balsam Lake to Lake 
‘Simcoe, including cll 
teral cut to Talbot River, 











Teck thereon, clearing Fall of 
of Flood Wood, and ples Collate 
Sethe mouth of Talbot Cat 
Harbour, 6 ls 53 i213 18 1 
Amounting to £235,685 9 10 
Lock: Masters houses 2800 0.0 
5288 9 10 
‘To which add contingencies & management &c. 10 per Cent EA 6 6 
Total amount of 2202007 16 4 
N. H. BAIRD, 
Civil Engineer, 
December, 1835. MICEL. 


Having now, for your Excellency’ information, submitted the result 
of my labours, and of a more protracted survey than I had anticipated, 
arising from circumstances which oftentimes give rise to, and create 
‘more dificultes in the progress of the Engineer's operations than the 
real dificulties presented, namely, the different supposed routes which 
offer themselves to consideration, as imagined eligible, through the 
dlferent sections of country in which they occur, and pressed upon the 
attention as the best, or as in many instances, the only practicable 
route—thereby diverting the attention and occupying that time which 
would have been more advantageously directed to the natural course 
of the communication, but which, from the circumstance of a doubt 
existing oF possibilty thereof, leaves no alternative but to follow out 
such, if in any way feasible; and under such impression, I was led to 
make the tour of the back line of Lakes, Rapids and Portages, from 
Stoney to Crow Lake, which, as already stated, serves but to confirm 
the prior opinion of improbabiity, as also in examining the lay of the 
country, through the different Townships of Eldon and Fenelon, as 
directed in your Excellency’s detailed instructions, per Lieutenant 
Colonel Rowan's communication of date 16th June last, particularly 
the portions bordering on, and in the proximity rather of Lake Simcoe 
and Sturgeon Lake; but soon ascertaining that such a route must ental 
with it, not only a very material increase in distance, but at the same 
time an increase in lockage, and without any certain supply of water 
from a summit level, the country rising gradually towards that course 
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from the Talbot valley (certainly the lowest ground in that section of 
country) until again falling into the Scugog—and having followed that 
fine river and more extended lake navigation to its head, and ascer- 
taining, geographically speaking, that that route, although apparently 
feasible towards Lake Simcoe, would be entirely to0 circuitous. 
‘After due consideration of the matter in all ts bearings, and weighing 
the merits of the junction with Lake Simcoe, through the Scugog route, 
which must have been down the valley of the Little Talbot to Beaver- 
town, a stream by no means bearing comparison with its greater rival 
fof the same name, independent of the want of accommodation for 
shipping, except at a very great outlay of money, and by the Scugog 
Lake route, following either the North-Cross-Creek route, 7 miles above 
Purdy’s mill, ito the centre of Mariposa, where the height of land 
cccurs—or continuing up the Lake, take the Noncan River or Creck 
at the north-west angle of Cartwright, and crossing the south-west angle 
‘of Mariposs, gain the height of land in Brock, and from thence descend 
into Lake Simcoe, down the Black River Valley, which holds out no 
particular inducement or accommodation for lake craft, which at times 
‘will be hard enough pressed to find shelter, all independent of the geo 
{graphical objection in point of distance —not only in 2 local view, from 
Sturgeon Lake to Lake Simcoe, but in following up the ulterior object 
cof continuing the chain of communication with Lake Huron—all of 
‘which will be avoided, and the grand object of the most direct and least 
expensive mode of connecting these waters obtained by the Balsam Lake 
route; and the Talbot River, as now estimated, besides having the 
double advantage of bearing ‘out the general character of the whole 
line as an internal communication, opening up a widely extended and 
valuable country, and one which promises, ee long, to be second to no 
proportionate space of inland country in the Province, in point of ca 
bilities of improvement, productions and opportunities for enterprise. 
For the general line of communication and its connection with the 
adjacent and surrounding country, and shewing that the line as now 
surveyed and estimated is not only the most direct that can be found, 
but the one most calculated to develop the resources of the fertile and 
valuable country through which it passes, T would beg to refer your 
Excellency to the accompanying general plan which I have had eom- 
piled (by Mr. F. P. Rubige, DPS.) to shew the whole line at one view, 
With the different works proposed to render the whole navigable, by 
which it wil be seen that from the Bay of Quinte to Lake Huron, the 
general direction of the communication maintains a pretty straight 
course—that assuming the section from Lake Simeoe to Huron as prac- 
ticable, and which I extremely regret was not in my power, on account 
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‘of the advanced state of the season, to have examined, as stated by 
your Excellency as desirable, when I last had the honour of an inter- 
view, and with which intention I did proceed to the Narrows of Lake 
‘Simcoe, from the Talbot River, when the difficulty of procuring a proper 
‘canoe and crew, and accommodation proper for the excursion, (having 
left my canoe, &. at the Talbot, to complete some measurements, under 
fan assistant,) added to the apprehension, which afterwards turned out 
to be well founded, of being frozen up in some of ray operations below, 
resolved me (then the Sth of November,) to abandon the task; but still 
T had the satisfaction of gleaning considerable deal of information 
from the kindness of an individual in Orillia, who is much interested 
in the furtherance of the grand object—and in the perusal of a Report, 
drawn up by an Officer of Engineers, on the state of the Severn River, 
‘and which, fom the general description therein given, would appear 
to be not more sectionally objectionable for improvement, than what 
has been met with on the lower sections of the route—the difference of 
level, as already stated, being about 110 ft. 

T would also state that I had, at the same time, an opportunity of 
gaining information as to the projected route (by a Mr. Boyde,) from 
Shingle Bay, but which from the general principle, as I understood the 
description, nearly double the lockage would have to be encountered, 
than by a gradual descent; besides, judging from past observation and 
experience, and studying the course of nature in her multiplied arrange- 
ments, it ever appears that the lowest pass between any two sections 
of country is generally, if not always indicated by the greatest discharge 
of water—although, as a matter of course, and one in all cases not to 
be avoided, the route may be somewhat circuitous. I would, therefore, 
be disposed to hazard the opinion, that either by the Severn or Notta- 
‘wasaga Rivers must be the line of communication, unless the later be 
intercepted from Lake Simcoe by a considerable height of land, which 
Thave not had an opportunity of examining; in support of which hypo- 
thesis, and which T consider by no means problematical, T would refer, 
as an example, to the country lying between Peterboro’ and Chemong 
Lake, around which the River Otanabee, the main outlet from these 
waters down the Trent, &e. makes such @ circuitous bend of no less 
than 23 miles—that having traversed the country between these points 
in all directions, for the purpose of endeavouring to find a practicable 
over-land route, and actually running levels of the most probable, T 
found the lowest ridge of land to be 49 ft. 4 8/10 above the waters of 
‘Chemong and Pigeon Lakes, diminishing proportionately, on approach 
ing the outlet, and vice versa. I might quote many other instances, which 
have come within my observation, to strengthen the hypothesis, that 








‘TRANSPORTATION: THE TRENT CANAL at 


the country between Lakes Simcoe and Huron may have a similar 
sectional character—unless some convulsion of nature may have inter- 
fered in the general arrangement 

Having thus attempted to lay before your Excellency the result of 
a very minute and detailed examination of the country lying between 
Rice Lake and Lake Simcoe, with the lakes and waters thereon, and 
of a series of running and detached levels, as in terms of your Excel- 
Jency’s instructions, and in pointing out what I conceive to be the most 

gible lin for connecting those lakes, I should now proceed to point 
out the prospective benefits likely to arise from the adoption and exe- 
caution of such a measure, but for which task T really do feel an inade- 
quacy to do the subject the justice its importance demands, whether 
considered in a political or commercial point of view: but as such is 
generally expected from, or to wind up, an Engineer's Report—par- 
ticularly if such should fefer to operations proposed through any new 
(and scientifically unknown) country, asthe route T have just had the 
honour to examine—TI shall use my best endeavours to comply with the 
task, 

[As the great object of Internal Improvement through any country, 
is to afford the means of cheap and expeditious transport for the re- 
sources thereof, and to afford the opportunity of connecting the most 
distant points of fertility and scenes of industry and enterprise with 
their respective marts, it follows that the shortest and most available 
route for such an object must be the sine-qua-non-data upon which to 
start—and which, with a due regard to the local interests at the same 
time through which such a Tine of communication may pass, for the 
development of the resources of wealth and enterprise, in which every 
section abounds, have been the regulating principles in the selections 
made, and which T fatter myself will be found unequalled in any other, 
ina geographical point of view, viz. the affording a thorough communi 
cation for the produce of the Wester countries bordering on Lakes 

imcoe, Huron and Michigan—partcularly Minois, Indiana, Michigan 
and Huron Territories, and partially Ohio—all rising rapidly into the 
first scale of commercial importance, in their rich productions, now 
pouring down the rapids of Detroit and St. Clair, from and across those 
immense inland seas into Lakes Erie and Ontario, and by the famed 
speculation of the Erie Canal, which was at first, and for Tong, con 
sidered to be so chimerical an undertaking; but now demanding, from 
the consequent development of those fertile regions, increased dimen 
sions—sill, however, subject to the inconvenience of such very hazand- 
us circumnavigaton, as a single glance atthe map of the Province and 
adjoining States will demonstrate, and which every season affords fresh 
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instances of the melancholy occurrences, in the many shipwrecks and 
loss of life and property in consequence, must point out as an ulterior 
object to be gained, that the tide of the Western trade, at least a great 
proportion thereof, would naturally find its way by the safer, more expe- 
ditious and certain route, the Georgian Bay, and from thence down 
through the now proposed line of communication, by Lake Simcoe, the 
‘waters of the Newcastle District, and the Bay of Quinte, thereby saving, 
as already observed, not only the very perilous circumnavigation of 
Lakes Huron, Eric and Ontario, but absolutely shortening the route the 
inconceivable distance of 261 miles. 

Having reached the Bay of Quinte at the conflux of the splendid 
River Trent, so very susceptible of improvement, as shewn by the de- 
tailed Report I had the honour to address to your Excellency in 1833, 
the transit from thence to our own mart becomes @ matter of ease and 
safety, either by the St. Lawrence or by the present available and certain 
navigation of the Rideau and Ottawa Canals, now in active operation, 
and, for our neighbours, affording an opportunity of transit and com- 
‘munication with New York market through the Upper Gap to Oswego— 
at which point the Erie Canal touches in its course—but as the St. 
Lawrence and Rideau must be allowed to be the natural outlet for 
Upper Canada, the proposed improvements, as a matter of course, 
should be contemplated in connection with these outlets, particularly the 
‘most practicable and available for general purposes of commerce, 
although when the gigantic improvements on the St. Lawrence are com- 
pleted, she must stand unrivalled in the annals of internal navigation in 
point of magnitude of construction—and which, of course, is intended 
to draw the Western trade in that channel, which the intended improve- 
‘ments from the Bay of Quinte to Lake Huron must insure. 

To the local advantages which, from the extent of country traversed, 
‘may with propriety be called national, it would almost be presumptuous 
to set limits, and in which T conceive I am borne out in the retrospective 
lance of the rapid strides now making towards settlement and develop 
‘ment—I may say, from the Bay of Quinte to Lake Huron, under the 
‘most untoward and inconvenient circumstances a young country could 
‘expect to progress—land-locked with the worst of roads, where such 
exist, and equally so, with the present state of the river and lakes in 
their several insurmountable rapids, to any description of craft but the 
fragile bark canoe, and that only in descending—the improvement of 
which latter would unguestionably unfold the resources in a ratio T 
should be at a loss to name, was such an outlet afforded. 

‘To agriculture, the great stand-by of any country, I would add the 
immense increase in the article of lumber, of all descriptions, now car- 








A SECTION OF CHAMPLAIN'S MAP OF 1632 
The Trent system is shown above Lac St, Lous (Lake Ontario) 


























‘TRANSPORTATION: THE TRENT CANAL 183 


ried on to a very limited extent (by a few of those enterprising, hardy 
speculators, with which the country so copiously abounds,) particularly 
in the artile of staves, for which abundance of the finest oak exists, 
untouched and unvsited but by the Indian—affording, with an outlet, 
unlimited scope for individual enterprise throughout the whole line of 
‘communication, to say nothing of the vast importance in point of settle- 
ment of those fine Districts, bordering on and adjacent to the several 
extensive lakes, and which have of late drawn the attention of wealth 
and enterprise to their shores. 

Of the benefit to be derived from the opening of the Trent above, it 
may be conceived superfluous to again refer, having been discussed in 
‘my former report on that river and its contributaries—and would but 
briefly again refer to the importance of having an outlet for the wares, 
of the Marmora Iron Works, so much required in a new country, and 
which may be viewed in a political or national, as well as commercial 
Tight. 

‘To sum up these cursory observations I would merely call your Excel- 
tency's attention to the different Townships through which the com- 
munication is intended to pass in its course through the Home and 
Midland Districts, in number no less than nineteen, immediately border- 
ing on the waters of the communications, besides bringing into play as, 
‘many more, with all their agricultural and commercial resources, with 
their respective already populous settlements, as sufficient guarantee, 
independent of the great through communication object, which, as a 
‘matter of course, must positively insure an ample return to the Province 
of the outlay required—really of secondary consideration to the object 
to be gained—and to the Home Government, in the ready settlement of 
those vast tracts of fine lands throughout the Province, now inaccessible, 
fan ample return for any interest which the Mother Country might be 
induced to take in such a national undertaking—were it only with the 
limited view of enhancing the value of Crown Lands, but particularly, 
1 should say, in rendering fully available the great outlays on the Ottawa 
and Rideau’ Canals, of which the contemplated communication may 
now be said to be a continuation. 

T would further remark—and perhaps it may be presumptuous in me 
so doing, but I feel as if T owed it as a duty to the land of my adoption, 
as well as within the sphere of my instructions—that if we intend to 
maintain our commercial importance in the scale of nations, and pre- 
serve for ourselves an independent port of entry for the Canadas, some- 
thing must be done, and that immediately, to secure such; and nothing, 
it is believed, will tend so much towards such a desirable object, as an 
carly commencement of this internal work, which not only does more 
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immediately interest all Upper Canada in promoting, by any means, 
and at all hazards, but not less interested is Lower Canada—which 
should consider the cause as intimately and more immediately con- 
nected with her existence, as the outlet not only for all our exports, but 
1s a natural reeiprocating consequence, the imports into these Provinces, 
On this subject our enterprising neighbours on the other side are wide 
awake, and who make no hesitation in their different reports and re- 
marks on their further proposed communications, which have of late 
‘engaged their attention—and about some of which they seem in good 
eamest to make frequent allusion to the contemporary rival to all their 
projected lines to market—"The back waters of the Neweastle District 
‘and the River Trent.” Shewing distinctly the importance they attach to 
such a direct line from the far west—as likely to anticipate, if put in 
execution, their best exertions; but unless we be more active in the 
‘cause than we have hitherto shewn any disposition to be, I fear we shall 
be anticipated by their well known prompt and energetic measures, and 
that those natural facilities of communication may lay dormant, and the 
surrounding country and resources with it—and that the year now en 
suing will go far to decide the question, T believe, is generally admitted 
‘on all hands, “whether we give up the cream of our resources, the Carry 
“ing Trade, to a foreign power, thereby rendering all our immense 
“expenditure, as well as the bonus of the Mother Country, more an 
“injury than'a benefit to the Province.” 

T would further remark, for your Excellency’s information, that whilst 
‘on the importance of the most prompt and energetic measures being 
used to open up the grand internal communication, so nearly and int 
‘mately connected with the vital interests of these Provinces, that as 
much of the intrinsic importance in the opening up such a commu 
cation, having so many rival competitors, however-so-much in embryo, 
will depend upon an early commencement (as an earnest of the inten- 
tions of the Provincial Government) and expeditious execution, for the 
reasons I have endeavoured to assign, and which might be multiplied 
‘beyond the limits of this report the expediency of adopting such mea- 
sures and system in execution, as would as early as possible secure the 
results contemplated, and on which subject T would beg to refer your 
Excellency to the interim report I had the honor of submitting some 
months ago, (30th September) suggesting the expediency, for reasons 
therein assigned, of, in the first place, constructing with all expedition 
such works along the whole Tine of communication, as might at the 
smallest expense, (as per estimate of respective sections which I have 
all along purposely Kept detached) open up the greatest extent of navi 
zation, or in other words, the least expensive sections along the line, 
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such as on the River Trent—the dam only at Widow Harris’—the 
‘operations at Chisholm’s rapids—the dam above Heeley’s falls, and 
‘works at Asphodel Bridge or Crooks’ rapids—thereby opening up the 
navigation from Widow Harris’ (9 miles above the Bay of Quinte) to 
Percy Landing, 21 miles, and again from Heeley's Falls to Peterboro’, 
by the construction of the small dam and lock of 3 feet lift at Whitlaw’s 
rapids, half a mile below Peterboro’, and again on the present section 
from Peterboro’ to Lake Simcoe, or more properly from Rice Lake to 
Lake Simcoe, by the construction of the dam at Buckhorn rapids, suffi- 
cient to maintain Chemong Lake at or about high water mark—by the 
water at Bobcaygean, Cameron's Falls, and Balsam Rapids to Balsam 
Portage, with the proposed works on and at the mouth of the Talbot 
River—leaving the intermediate more expensive, but short sections, 
from the mouth of the Trent to Widow Harris’, 9 miles; from Percy 
Landing to head of Heeley’s Falls, 11 miles; again from Peterboro’ to 
Chemong Lake, 8 miles, in place of 30 miles, as per river and lakes as 
stated; and lastly, from Balsam Lake Portage to the basin on the Talbot 
River—to be railwayed in the mean time, for which it is rather remark- 
able, the whole of the ground of these intermediate sections affords the 
‘most favorable opportunity for construction that can be imagined or 
‘wished for, any descent that is being in the proper direction, and easy 
‘of formation. 

As an expedient only do I venture to suggest to your Excellency’s 
consideration, the adoption; at the same time I am perfectly convinced 
that the plan will meet with some local opposition, in the apprehension 
of its practical utility, superseding probably the necessity of (for some 
years) carrying the through water communication into operation, which 
‘would better suit for the transport of heavy lumber; but which objection 
I should be desirous of removing, by the construction at the most diffi- 
cult falls, of slides, which cost comparatively Tittle, and much better 
suit the purpose for heavy lumber, than lockage; the intermediate rail 
road system (without transhipment) serving every purpose of the trans- 
port of staves down—and the requisite outfitings for lumber establish- 
‘ments upwards—and for a general carrying trade, equally answering 
‘every purpose, until its increase should be such as to warrant the putting 
the whole in full operation. 

‘By this mode of adoption, the communication would be three years 
earlier opened up than in waiting for the completion of the whole—an 
immense saving in the interest of expenditure effected, such as would 
{0 far towards the formation of such expedients; and when the trade and 
traffic of the country should require, or when it might be found neces- 
sary to carry the grand scheme into effect, I am satisfied, from the ex- 
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perience I have had in conducting such heavy work. in the interior of 
8 new country, that the facilities which such means of transport of 
materials &c. would afford, would compensate for the execution, taking 
credit for the raw material, and when it might be deemed necessary (if 
fever) to remove them, particularly applicable to the inland sections; 
in consequence, this latter argument would not bear so strong upon the 
9 mile section of the Trent. 

With the view of doing away with the only, at least the chief objection 
to the expedient system—the idea of frequent transhipment, I would 
propose that long and substantial steamers, of particular construction, 
should regularly ply to and from, on the intermediate extensive water 
‘communication, viz. from Widow Harris’ to Percy Landing, 21 miles. 





From Heeley’s Falls to Peterboro’, about ‘55 miles 
From Chemong Lake to Balsam Lake Portage 40” 
From Talbot River to the Narrows, or Kempenfeldt Bay, 

as the case may be, ea 


‘And so arranged as to admit of the train of cars being transported at 
‘once, with their loadings, direct either from Lake Huron or Lake 
Simcoe, as the case may be, and which I am satisfied can be done in 
such a way as to be practically useful, and serve well the present, and 
until such time as it may be deemed proper to put the lockage system 
in execution, the prospective wants of the country; and for the purpose 
‘of enabling your Excellency to form an opinion on the merits of the 
plan, T annex an approximate estimate of the opening up the whole 
route from the Bay of Quinte to Lake Simcoe and Lake Huron, on the 
‘combined system, by which it would appear the whole may be accom- 
plished for the sum of £195,565 6s. 6d. currency, somewhat more 
than I formerly hazarded to your Excellency in my interim report, and 
‘may be completed in two and a half years from date of commencement. 

Having endeavoured to set before your Excellency the advantages 
likely to arise to these Provinces and the Mother Country from the 
‘early opening up of the communications now under review, in a com- 
‘mercial and political point of view, in so far as consistent with the 
limits of this Report, T should consider the task but half performed, did 
Tnot in some degree refer to the incalculable facilities which, in mili- 
tary point of view, would, as a natural consequence, follow the com- 
pletion of such a work as connecting the Bay of Quinte with Lake 
‘Huron, or in reality, the Atlantic with the far West—completing the 
chain of communication (so generously commenced and so far com- 
pleted and practically useful to the country) from the Atlantic to 
‘Michigan and Sault St. Marie, by the works of the Carrillon, Chute au 
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Blondeau, and Grenville Canals on the Ottawa River, and thence by the 
Rideau to Lake Ontario, an internal navigation of immense extent, say 
1214 miles—but by the present circumnavigation already referred to, 
1475—difference 261 miles, in rounding the Upper Canada Peninsula 
by the River and Lake St. Clair, and by a lockage of apparently only 
33 ft. at Sault St. Marie, carry the navigation into Lake Superior and 
regions beyond, at litte additional expense—thus admitting of the 
transport of stores to the most distant portions of the Province, with the 
greatest ease, certainty, and expedition, and in which point of view I 
would particulary call your Excellency’ attention to the combined system 
in point of despatch—having not the smallest doubt but the passage 
from the Bay of Quinte to Penetanguishine could be accomplished, on 
the combined system, in 30 hours—or even less. 

Having thus completed the result of the examination, levels, &e. of 
the country between Rice Lake and Lake Simcoe, as in terms of your 
Excellency’s instructions, and in accordance with the spirit of the Ad~ 
dress of the House of Assembly, of the important undertaking with 
which T have had the honour to be entrusted,—I beg leave to submit 
the whole for your Excellency’s information, trusting that T have fully 
complied with your Excellency’s intentions, and that if in any instance 
I may have exceeded my limits, that such has been dictated from a sense 
‘of the particular predicament in which our common interest seems 
placed; demanding that some active measures be adopted to save our 
best interests from passing into other hands, and diverting the Trade of 
the far West from its natural outlet, and which a cursory view of the 
‘general map will amply demonstrate. 

Thave the honour to remain, 
With much respect, 
‘Your Excellency’s 
Most obedient, humble Servant, 


N. H. BAIRD, 
December, 1835. CIVIL ENGINEER, & MI.CE., LONDON. 


ABSTRACT ESTIMATE 


Of the Expense of effecting a Communication from the Bay of Quinte 
to Lakes Simcoe and Huron, via. the Trent and Back Waters of the 
Newcastle District, on the combined principle as referred to in the 
foregoing Report. 
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Currency 
From the Bay of Quinte to Widow fad 

Hare 8 miles Per Railroad 17,500 00 
"Widow Harris! to Perey 

Lansing a Navigation 1441 7 6 

Perey Landing to Head of 

Hedley F a Railroad 12,000 0 0 

Hecley Falls to Peterborough 

Basie 35" Navigation — 21,80, 8 10 
Peterborough to Chemong 

Lake, 5 Railroad 15,000 0 0 

‘Chemong Lake to Balsam 

Lake 400" Navigation — 98,962.17 4 
"Balsam Lake to Talbot River 13} Railroad 27,000 0 0 

thence along River to 

Lake Simooe, 2)" "Navigation 7450 0 0 

across Lake Simeoe to Narrows 22 Navigation 

Narrows to Lake Huron say.. 15 Raibroad 30,000 0 0 

‘Making i all SIT A6 13 8 
‘To which add for contingencies, management, &, 17778 12:10 
Making a total of 105,505 6 6 
N. H. BAIRD 
Civil Engineer, 
MICEL. 


MEMORANDA OF LOCKAGE 
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at Whitlaw’s Rapids. 
at Peterboro’, and to Lee's Mill-pond. 
from Lees to Herriott’s. 

at Herriot’s Mill. 

at Young’s do. 

at Peninsula Falls. 

at Chute (Deer Bay). 
at Buckhorn Rapid. 

at Bobeaygean. 

at Cameron’s Falls 

at Balsam Rapids. 
from Balsam Lake to Lake Simcoe. 


In all 36 Locks, besides 2 Guard Locks 341 ft. 3 3/10 in. Lockage. 
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INTERIM REPORT 


‘To His Excellency SIR JOHN COLBORNE, K.C.B. &e., suggesting the 
expediency of a combined system of Communications from the Bay of 
Quinte to Lake Huron, 

By N. H, BAIRD, Civil Engincer. 

30th Sept. 1835. 


Cobourg, 30th Sept. 1835. 
To COLONEL ROWAN, 

Civil Secretary: 
Sir, 

At this stage of the survey of the water communication from Rice 
Lake to Lake Simcoe, in connexion with the River Trent improvements, 
and looking forward to the ultimate end in view, viz.—a communication 
between the Bay of Quinte and Lake Huron, I feel myself called upon 
to lay before you, for His Excellency's information, the result of my 
labours up to this time, in a condensed form, in case the result thereof 
‘might lead to other arrangements which might be more conveniently 
carried on now than at a future period. 

‘On running the levels from the Otanabee River at Peterboro’ to the 
head waters in Chemong and Pigeon Lakes, I found the difference to 
bbe much greater than was anticipated in my Report on the Trent im- 
provements, as also the difference of level to Lake Simcoe, equally so, 
and which, for perspicuity, I shall now enumerate in order, viz: 


From Bay of Quinte to Rice Lake 365 ft. 0 in. O pts. 
"Rice Lake to Peterboro! 46 0 
” Otanabee River to head water Chemong Lake 189 9 7 

Bobcaygeon Rapids 6 6 0 

Cameron's Falls 2% 8 0 

Balsam Rapids Bods SF 

To Lake Simcoe, (descending) us 5 3 

Making difference of levels from the Rice Lake to 
Lake Simcoe 348307 

Lake Simcoe to Lake Huron, assuming the Lake 
594 feet above the sea 10 0 0 


Total lockage from the Bay of Quinte to Lake Huron 8233 in 7 pis. 


Conceiving, from the very great extent of lockage, the sum unavoid- 
ably necessary to accomplish such, (on the most economical principle) 
and regarding the improvements now in progress and in agitation 
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everywhere, to command the commerce of the Western Territory, and 
divert it from the natural outlet, (the Trent) it has occurred to me, and 
‘Lam strongly impressed with the conviction, that a species of communi- 
cation might be adopted, with advantage, between the Bay of Quinte 
and Lake Huron, to answer every purpose required, in the mean time, 
with the advantage of increase of speed to a considerable extent, and 
would propose for the expensive sections of the Trent, and along the 
line of communication to Lake Simcoe, to substitute Rail Roads, viz 


From the mouth of the Trent to Widow Harris 9 miles 
From Percy Landing to summit of Heely’s Falls, about. 11” 








From Peterboro’ to Chemong and Pigeon Lakes a 
And from Balsam Lake to Talbot River 13%" 
Or Lake Simcoe, direct 16%" 


Making in all, from the Bay of Quinte to Lake Simcoe, 41 miles of 
only Rail Road 
The communication to Lake Huron, from Kempenfelt Bay, 1 am 

notin possession of scent data to say what proportion may be rail 

‘wayed, but from the lockage being so heavy, T am disposed to think 

the combined principle may be equally applicable on that section. 

“The whole expense of opening up & direct communication from the 
Bay of Quinte to Lake Simcoe, on the combined system, will not exceed 
the sum of £195,565. 6s. 64. and may be completed in thee yeas. 

By continuous lockage, £495,515. 35. 34d. 

Inthe one case the passage of goods from the Bay of Quinte to Lake 
Simcoe may be accomplished with ease in twenty-four hours, whilst by 
the other three days would be required. 

From the manner in which the arrangements can be effected, the 
wagons will pss directly, with their loads, from Lake Simeoe to the 
Bay of Quinte, and vie versa undisturbed, by steamers constructed for 
the purpose, to ply on the intermediate waters. 

Having laid this cursory view of the subject before you, for His Excel 
lency’s consideration, feeling it a duty T owe to the Country, as well as 
in accordance with the sprit of the instructions T have in command 
from His Excellency, 1 shall be glad to be informed whether His Ex- 
cellency would approve ofthe estimate of such a communication being 
made out, to lay before the House, in addition to the lockage estimate, 
or whether the latter should not be dispensed with in the mean time 

T must ber to be understood in recommending the combined system, 
that it cannot in any manner interfere withthe through water communi 
cation, in any other than to materially lessen the estimate, when it might 
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be carried into effect, in the construction of which a saving nearly equal 
to the expense of such intermediate rail roads would be effected, 
“Awaiting His Excellency's commands— 
T have the honor to be, 
Sir, 
Your most obedient Servant, 
N. H. BAIRD, 
Civil Engineer. 


9, Vistr oF LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR SiR JOHN CoLBORNE TO 
‘Tue Trent Laxes, 1834 


[Cobourg Star, October 8, 1834.] 


A friend in Peterboro has favored us with the following graphic ac- 
‘count of His Excellency Sir John Colborne’s late visit to that Town and 
neighborhood. We are much pleased to find Sir John has visited our 
back lakes, as he cannot fail of being impressed with the extraordinary 
advantages they offer to the country at large: 

His Excellency Sir John Colborne, attended by wo of his sons and 
his aids, Col. Rown and Capt. Philpott, left Toronto on the 10th inst 
fon a tour of the back Townships and Lakes of the Newcastle District. 

11th—Landing at Port Hope on the evening of the same day, His 
Excellency proceeded through Hope to Graham's Inn,' Cavan, and 
early next morning through Monaghan to Peterboro. The remainder of 
the day was spent in viewing this rapidly increasing and flourishing 
town and neighborhood. The beauty of the situation—an elevated plain 
‘on the banks of the Otonabee, studded with neat villas and more solid 
‘essentials to the wealth of a settlement—mills and machinery—added 
to the activity and enterprise which seemed to pervade the whole, ap- 
peared to afford much gratification to His Excellency. 

12th—On Thursday His Excellency and suite, accompanied by the 
Hon. T. A. Stewart and Alexander M’Donell, Esq., Government Agent 
at Peterboro, proceeded under the guidance of the latter on the tour 
of the Lakes. After inspecting the Indian Village at Chemong Lake, 
there meeting the Indians, His Excellency and suite proceeded in canoes 
to the rapids at the foot of Buckhorn Lake. The improvements now 
being carried into execution by John Hall, Esq., Iate of Peterboro, will 
induce settlers to visit this hitherto isolated part. A stone dam is now 

‘Graham's Inn, Cavan, was in the present Bailchoro, In 1817 Michael Graham, 
‘hen about seventy Years old, emigrated to Canada from Fermanaugh, Ireland. 
‘He and his family settled on the preset site of Balicboro, of which he was the 
Tounder. His on Joseph ertablished the inn refered to, and for many years the 
settlement continued to be called Joseph Graham's Tavern oF Graham's 
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being constructed, on which will be raised a bridge connecting the 
‘Townships of Harvey and Smith. 

13th—Returning to the Indian Village, on the day following His 
Excellency proceeded by way of Pigeon Lake to the rapids at Bobcay- 
geon, and after viewing the public works passed the night at the hospi 
table dwelling of Thomas Need, Esq., on the shore of Sturgeon Lake 
On the 14th the party proceeded through Sturgeon Lake, visting the 
settlements on its banks, to Cameron Falls. 

With the romantic beauty of the village site at the Falls His Excel- 
lency and the whole party were much pleased, I is scarcely too much to 
anticipate the not distant period when its claims in this respect will draw 
‘any a gay tourist to the spot. Of the natural advantages of the situation 
its proprietors, Messrs. Jamieson and Wallace, are preparing fully to 
avail themselves, having now in rapid course’ of execution extensive 
nills, « large substantial Building for a Hotel, &. 

‘On the 15th His Excellency proceeded through Cameron and Balsam 
Lakes to the Portage which leads from the latter to the Talbot river 
flowing into Lake Simcoe, and after examining the Portage as far as the 
Talbot returned to the Falls. 

‘We have the high gratification of noticing the deep impression which 
the extraordinary capabilites of this chain of waters, their fine scenery, 
the extensive improvements on their shores, and the favorable character 
of the country appeared to make on His Excellency. We anticipate the 
best results from the vist with which our District has been favored, and 
the more so from the unwearied and vigilant attention of Sir John Col- 
bore to everything which came under his notice. 

‘We understand from good authority that very extended plans, tending 
to open the resources of this fine country, are under His Excellency's 
consideration, and we again congratulate the Inhabitants that their 
interests are in the hands of a Governor who permits no personal con- 
siderations of inconvenience or fatigue to interfere with his anxious 
desire to promote their welfare. 

16th—From the Falls His Excellency returned by way of Harvey, 
visiting the farm of R. Madge, Esq., on Manetow Lake, where he passed 
the night and arrived at Peterboro on the following day. 

17th—The party, under an escort of our yeomanry, cavalry, and 
many respectable gentlemen of the town and vicinity, took the route 
through the township of Otonabee to the Indian village on Rice Lake, 
‘where they were saluted with three rounds from the fusils ofthe Indians, 
under the command of their chief, Pawtawehe, His Excellency then went 
fon board the steamboat for Bewdley, from where he proceeded, we 
understand, direct by land to Toronto, 
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10, Report ON PETITION FOR AN INLAND WATERWAY IN THE 
District oF NEwcAstie 


[Appendix 12 10 the Journal of the House of Assembly of Upper 
Canada, 1837] 


REPORT 


(Of Select Committee on Petition of T. A. Stewart, and others, 
of the District of Newcastle, 


‘TO THE HONORABLE THE COMMONS HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY. 


‘Your Committee, to whom was referred the Petition of T. A. Stewart, 
and others, for rendering navigable the inland waters of the District of 
Newcastle, beg leave to Report— 

‘That your Committee have not had it in their power, from the great 
distance at which some of the witnesses reside, and’ the absence in 
Lower Canada of others, to lay before your Honorable House the 
‘evidence in detail upon the several facilities and advantages which 
would be likely to accrue to the Province in general, and to the District 
of Newcastle in particular, from the rendering navigable the waters of 
the River Trent. But they trust, that, from the circumstance of its 
hhaving for several years engaged the attention of your Honorable House 
—from the Report of the Engineer, Mr. Baird—from the Reports of 
two Select Committees—and from the general knowledge which, they 
presume, most of the members of your Honorable House must have of 
the vast tract of good land, having this channel only for communication 
with the markets for their surplus produce and Iumber—such statement 
would be entirely superfiuous. They feel it, however, a duty which they 
‘owe to the country to lay before your Honorable House a plain state- 
‘ment of facts elicited from Mr. Baird, the Engineer, and Mr. Myres and 
Mr. Robertson, Mr. Manahan and Mr. M’Donell, all gentlemen of the 
first respectability, well acquainted with the local matters relating to 
this communication, 

Ist, There are now thirty settled Townships dependent on this tine 
of communication for egress to market with their produce. 

2nd, That in consequence of the expense necessarily incurred in 
taking their produce to market, it is not worth exceeding one half, on 
an average, as much as itis in the front Townships. 

‘3d, That several gentlemen, of very considerable means, and some of 
large capital, (one of whom has expended, in the Township of Fenelon, 
40 miles above the Rice Lake, upwards of £10,000,) have settled in 
‘those rear Townships, with the full impression that the Trent would be 
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made navigable, and who, if it be not immediately commenced, must 
abandon it. 

4th, That a number of the new settlers have, within the last twelve 
‘months, gone to look for labor in the United States. 

Sth, That in consequence of a land carriage through a new country, 
and bad roads, of 37 miles, the Marmora Iron Works, for the present, 
have been abandoned, and which, by opening the lower sections of the 
‘rent, will be immediately put in operation, and £200,000 worth of 
iron supplied annually within the Province, which is now received from 
abroad; and it is submitted, that the propriety of opening these sections 
of the Trent, if for no other purpose than to insure a supply of iron 
within the Province for the contemplated Railroads, will to your Honor- 
able House be too obvious to need any remarks from your Committee. 

6th, That for the whole distance between the Rice Lake and Lake 
‘Simcoe, both sides of the said communication, including many large 
contributory streams, are almost a continued forest of white oak, pine, 
‘and other Valuable timber, never yet entered upon by lumber-men, and 
which must remain locked up until this object be accomplished. 

Your Committee forbear entering into the numerous and cogent 
reasonings which might be brought to bear upon this subject in a 
political point of view, but they cannot, in justice to your Honorable 
House, conceal their fears that in the event of the settlers now residing 
along the whole contemplated route being led to believe, by any 
‘measures which your Honorable House may adopt at this time, that the 
‘work which they have hitherto for several years looked upon as certain 
to be accomplished at no distant period is to be postponed oF 
abandoned, the effect will be not only completely to paralyze their future 
exertions, and prevent accession to the population or capital from 
abroad, but will be the means of actually compelling them to seek 
another country and foreign employment, in order to ameliorate their 
condition. 

Seven-eighths of the population in the new townships dependent 
‘upon, and interested in the navigation of these waters, are emigrants 
who have settled there within the last fifteen years, and the time has now 
arrived at which their consumption of British goods is increesing to a 
very great degree, to pay for which, as well as for the education of their 
large and increasing families, they are of course dependent wholly upon 
the produce of their land. 

‘Your Committee beg leave, in further proof of the vast importance 
that the opening of this communication must be to the inhabitants in 
that section of the country, to draw the attention of your Honorable 
“House to the important fact, that out of a population, which, according 
to the official returns, amounted in the year 1835 to 30,245 souls in the 
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[Newcastle District, 15,756 are dependent upon and deeply interested in 
the opening of this communication, The front part of the townships 
‘bordering upon Lake Ontario only, containing a population not exceed 
ing 14,489 souls, having a mote convenient access to that lake. 

‘Your Committee further beg leave to direct the attention of your 
Honorable House, in proof of the correctness of their opinion, that the 
tracts of country settled, and settling, contiguous to those waters, are 
‘not surpassed in Upper Canada forall those requisites which constitute 
a desirable location for new setters, tothe facts, that whilst the Province 
has increased her population from 107,980 to 346,165 in the last fifteen 
years, being a little more than 300 per eent., the Neweastle District in 
‘the same period has increased hers from 6,150 to 30,245 souls, being 
nearly 500 per cent. 

‘Your Committee have documents and evidence from R. C. Wilkins 
and William Robertson, Esqs., two gentlemen who have been many 
years engaged in the lumber trade along the waters, and men of the 
‘most unimpeachable character for integrity, that if this work were now 
finished from the mouth of the Trent to the Rice Lake, the lumber alone 
‘which has been taken down for several years, on an average, in defiance 
of all risks and disadvantages, would at a moderate toll pay £8,000, 
or the interest of £ 133,000. 

‘Your Committee therefore feel no hesitation in coming to the con- 
clusion, if that data be correct, and of which they have no doubt, that 
the immediate increase of that trade, together with the produce from 
PPeterboro' and the surrounding country, and the settlements extending 
from thence to the mouth of the Trent, a distance of 95 miles, to say 
nothing of the produce from the iron works, and the merchandize and 
stores which will ascend the river, will, as soon as the channel shall be 
‘completed, pay the interest of £237,694 5s. 113d. being the estimate 
for the whole work from the Bay of Quinte to Peterboro’. 

"Your Committee cannot forbear to direct the attention of your Honor- 
able House, to the further important fact, that the mouth of the River 
‘Trent is now, by the circuitous route of the Bay of Quinte, within ten 
hours’ sail of Oswego and Rochester, in the State of New York, (and 
when the contemplated Canal, from the head of that Bay to Presqu'sle, 
shall be completed, within six hours,) where sawed pine lumber, such 
1s boards and planks, are from sixteen to twenty dollars per thousand 
feet, while the same umber can be delivered on board the vessels at 
‘any point, from the mouth of the Trent to Peterborough, a distance of 
near one hundred miles, abounding all the way with water power and 
pine timber, for one pound five shillings per thousand feet. This im- 
tense source of wealth, can never be made available, unless by means 
of this work. 
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In short, your Committee feel persuaded, that no public work hitherto 
undertaken in Upper Canada, holds out a more reasonable prospect of 
succes, ether as it regards the immediate interest and wealth of the 
people within that District, or that ofthe Province at large. 

‘They, therefore, respectiully but earnestly recommend to your Honor 
able House, the adoption of the work, from the mouth of the Trent to 
Peterborough, ninety-five miles, estimated by the Engineer, to cost 
£237,694 Ss. 114d, and. also the appropriation of the sum of 
£4850, to complete the navigation from Chemong Lake, in and through 
the setted Townships of Smith, Ennismore, Emily, Harvey, Verulam, 
and Fenelon, to Cameron's Falls, thirty-two miles on the route to Lake 
Simcoe, fourteen miles to Hall's Mills in Harvey, and forty miles up to 
the Scugog Lake and River, runing in and through the settled Town- 
ships of Ops, Manvers, Cartwright, Reach, Brock, and Mariposa. Thus, 
forthe let mentioned sum of £4850, a navigation of eighty-six miles, 
is laid open for steam boats. 

‘The total sum then of £242,544 2s. 111¢d. will be [for] a continuous 
steam boat navigation forthe distance of one hundred and sixty miles, 
commencing at the Head of the Bay of Quinte—with the single ex- 
ception of the Seven-mile Carrying Place, between Peterborough and 
‘Chemong Lake, over which thee isa good road. 

‘Your Committee are aware, that ia consequence of the vast sum of 
money already laid out in public works, which have not yet been com= 
pleted, oF made available to the Province, it might not be considered 
advisable to rise the whole sum forthe fist year, and they, therefore, 
with a view to obviate this objection, as far as a sense of duty to the 
country wil justify, recommend that, forthe year 1837, there be granted 
the sum of £16,059 8, Od, for the upper sections, as follows:— 





From foot of Crooks Rapids to Rice Lake £7812 9 0 
River Otanabee & Whitelaw’s Rapids 4246 19 0 
Bobcaygean and Scugog 4000 0 0 


£16,059 8 0 


‘And also the estimated sum for the two lower sections, being £77,507 
Ls, 444d,, to be payable the one half in the year 1837, and the other 
half in the year 1838. 

‘All which is respectfully submitted. 

1H. RUTTAN, 

Committee Room, (Chairman, 

House of Assembly, 

November 29, 1836. 
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11, REPORTS, TENDERS, AND LETTERS CONCERNING 
‘THe TRENT CANAL 
(@) REPORT OF COMMISSIONERS, TRENT CANAL, 1839 
[Public Archives of Canada, R.G.11, P.W. 5, Vol. 17] 
To His Excellency Sir George Arthur 
K.CH. Lieutenant Governor of the 
Province of Upper Canada 
Be &e &e 

‘The Commissioners for the improvement of the navigation of the 
River Trent, beg leave to report:— 

‘That in the discharge of their duties during the last year they have 
met with difficulties of a most serious and formidable character and 
such as they conceive they never should have experienced—That in the 
‘commencement of the work under their superintendence they were 
very careful not to enter into any contract without being fully aware 
that the amount necessary for such contract had been raised by De- 
‘benture and paid into the hands of the Receiver General for the purpose 
of the work. 

‘Your Commissioners however regret to find that the greater part of 
the money so raised for that express object has been appropriated to 
‘other purposes and cannot now be obtained to meet the claims of Con- 
‘actors on the works—Your Commissioners as they have formerly 
made known to Your Excellency entered into a contract with Mess™ 
Barclay & Co for that section of the work at Chisholm Rapids and with 
‘Mess Francis & Hay for that at the mouth of the Trent—The first 
mentioned Contractors have always conducted their work much to the 
satisfaction of the Commissioners and have advanced very near com- 
pletion but Your Commissioners have been compelled in consequence 
of the difficulty of obtaining money from time to time to meet their 
engagements with the contractors and at length on being informed by 
‘Your Excellency that no more money could be obtained to acquaint 
the Contractors that they must make the work they had done secure 
and discontinue further operations as soon as possible. This of course 
was a disappointment to the contractors who now make a claim for 
damages and according to the Report of the Engineer may produce 
an ultimate loss to the Province of Upwards of £1500 Mess™ Francis, 
& Hay failed in their contract and abandoned their work but Your 
Commissioners believe that if they had been assured that their money 
would be paid to them regularly as the work proceeded Mess Francis 
& Hay would not have abandoned the work and might have completed 
itYour Commissioners consider they have paid these Contractors the 
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ACCOUNT FOR STONE DRAWN FROM DUMMER TO WHITLA'S RAPIDS, 1819 


‘TRANSPORTATIO? 


full amount of work done altho’ they do not think so, and Mess" Bar- 
clay & Co have also been nearly paid for the work done. 

‘The amount in the hands of the Commissioners is about £400 and 
‘will scarcely be suflicient to enable them to pay off the balance due 
Barclay & Co for the work actually done and the contingencies to the 
Ist of February at which time Your Commissioners have determined 
to discharge the Engineer and Secretary unless means can be obtained 
to proceed with the work—Your Commissioners have had a most 
‘unpleasant duty to perform in consequence of the circumstances herein- 
before detailed and regret that their services which have been altogether 
‘gratuitous should have failed to accomplish that good which the com- 
pletion of the works in progress would have effected but which the want 
‘of Funds prevented—Your Commissioners have directed the Engineer 
‘employed to superintend the works to make a particular return and 
estimate of the work done and of the sums requisite to complete the 
Contracts as also a Statement of the probable loss to the public in case 
‘works are abandoned; This will probably occupy a few days and so 
soon as it is obtained it shall be transmitted to Your Excellency. 
‘Toronto 7% December 1839— 

(signed) John S. Cartwright, 
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G. S. Boulton, 
im Charles Anderson 
” A. McDonell. 


(b) TENDER OF 8. BLETCHER' AND THOMAS HARPER 
[Public Archives of Canada, Trent Canal, R.G. 11, PW. 5, Vol. 18] 


‘The undersigned Barnabas Bletcher of the Township of Hope and 
‘Thomas Harper of the Town of Peterboro hereby contract with The 
Honble Zacheus Burnham on behalf of the Commissioners for the 
Improvement of the Inland Waters of the Newcastle District to draw 
the Stone required for the Works at Whitla's Rapids from Dummer 
‘Quarry on the undermentioned terms—namely— 


A Soe rtm 9 pene 

fee Cite Mesurenen— lf nm 

A tn to bout Ten he} Sie ees 
feet Cube: Measurement papers 


“The Bletchers were prominent operators of a stageine northward from Port 
Hope, and for a time westrard to Toronto. Dale, «small seftlement three mies 
orth of Port Hope, was long called Bletcher's Tavern. 
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the said Stone to be deposited in such places at or near the Works at 
Whitla's Rapids as may be directed by the person in Charge thore— 
and they (the Contractors, further agree to draw the said Stone and 
deliver it on or before the tenth day of March 1841 the Weather per- 
niting— 

‘And further itis agreed that the said Contractors, if they require it, 
shall be paid Eighty per Cent on such portion of the Work they exe” 
cute, at the end of Each Month from this date and the balance on 
‘Completion of the Contract 


Executed at Cobourg | 


this Twenty fourth day Zacheus Burnham 
of December 1840} B. Bletcher 

In presence of Thot Harper 
Charles Green | 


(©) WILLIAM BOWEN TO THE HONOURABLE J. B. HARRISON 
[Public Archives of Canada, R.G. 11, P.W. 5, Vol. 19) 


Frankford 22" April 1843 

sir 
1 have to acquaint you for the information of His Excellency the 
Governor General that @ most Violet outrage was lately committed on 
the person of M? Noble Barry, while st Chisolm’s rapids, one of the 
portions of the River Trent, now under improvement, and that other 
Violence both to persons and property have been committed at the 
same place—In consequence of the information which I received T 
issued a warrant against two persons implicated in the disgraceful and 
riotous proceedings and entrusted the execution of it to two Constables 
—The Constables have returned and declared thee inability to execute 
the warrant; and further that on applying to the person in charge ofthe 
works, he declared his willingness that the persons should be given up 
but that ifthe Constables attempted an arrest it would be one which 
t endanger their ives, and that i their lives were saved it would be 
at the risk of his own—The Constables have since been informed that 
4 party of eight men armed followed them from the rapids with Violent 
intentions against them; fortunately the Constables crossed the river on 
their retumn instead of Keeping the road, which probably saved them 
from Violence if any was intended against them—at the same time with 
‘the warrant I caused some persons residing at the rapids and Known 








TO CONTRACTORS. 


seen tiie 

SEALED TENDERS will be received at the Ofice of Mr. 
‘Thomas MeGeath, Superintendant of the ‘Trent Works, (Bre: 
pie Bltel, Franko) unl Monday, ie ih eran’ net 
BF the supply of the Material for the andermentioned Works, 


HEELEY FALLS DAM. 


From 500 to 700 Cords heavy Cobble or Rubble-Stone, about 
1c Pine, and about 6,000 cubic feet of 











‘White Oak Lumber. 
‘The Stones to be ret 





rly corded, and delivered at such dates 
in the interim from now uniil the Ist of next September, ae Wil 
‘ensure, from time to time, a supply of such quantities, ax may be 
required in construction’ of the work, ‘The Lumber to be well 
dressed, straight, without bad knot or shake ; of sizes accordant to 
‘a specification to be furnished to the persons whose Tenders are 
eccepted; to be delivered before the Ist of Sune, and together 
‘with the stone, in «uch place in the vieinity of the Falls, ax may 
Bepointed out by the Superintendant. 


For Harris Rapids Dam. 


From 1,200 to 1,500 Cords Stone, about 46,000 cubic feet 
White Pine, and about 18,000 cubic feet White Oak Lumber. 
To be delivered at such place near the site of the Dam, ax may 
suit the Superintendant; and in such manner, of such deserip- 
tion, and atsuch times as named of the material for Heely Dam. 


For Lock Gates, 


AT CHISHOLWS RAPIDS. 
About 2,000 cubic feet White Oak, of the best description, 




















alge i = 
Seas ea 


‘The Tenders wot to be for kes than 6O cord stone, or 2,000 
feet of Lumber: to be addressed to «Mfr. Thomas wMeCirath, Six 
perintendant.‘Trent ‘Works; w specify the price in HL. C'y. per 
Cord of Stone, and per thousand eet of Lumber, of the different 
Kinds, and to particularize for what work. 

Pawan aot fir a pam tel 


ae a NBA ee # ee te oie 


By onter & 
THOMAS McGRATH, 
‘Sup'd’t Trent Works. 











Frankfort, 18th Jan, 1849. 
Public Archives of Canada 
ADVERTISEMENT FOR TENDERS, TRENT CANAL, 1843, 
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Commited to be summoned to give thei testimony—They have not 
yet made their appearance, and one of the Constables has informed me, 
that the parties expressed & perfect willingness to give their testimony 
but declared that they were afraid both of their lives and property 
to be cognizant of the assault on M* Barry and the Violence afterwards 
should it be known that they had any intention of bringing the evil 
doers to justioo— 

1 feel confident that His Excellency will not Consent that such an 
infraction of the law should be committed with impunity, and that the 
civil authorities ofthe Country should thus be set at defiance—Not only 
ae the offenders in the present instance allowed to excape, but offences 
fof « more aggravated nature both against property and life will be 
attempted if the law is not enforeed—in the mean time great dis- 
satisfaction and discoatent prevals that such atrocities should be com- 
mitted and the offenders protected from the Civil Authorities by men 
‘employed on the public works of the Country but who would seem to 
be banded together and armed for the support of the disorderly and the 
discomfitue of the legal Authoritics. As the case is Completely of a 
novel nature and asthe force necessary to bring the offenders to justice 
is greater than any I have at my Command, Ihave to request the assis 
ance of the Executive Government, and also that His Excellency the 
Governor General will be pleased to give me such further instructions 
for my guidance as he may consider the exigencies of this peculiar 
Case to requie— 

T have to request you will Convey to His Excellency my humble 
opinion that ifthe outrage at present Complained of be not promptty 
Punished, and a stop in the first instance pat to such Violence that the 
Consequences will be most serious; asthe feeling inthe Country is very 
much agninst the perpetrators of this outrage; and ifthe law is not 
found strong enough to Curb such Violence, I dread that recourse will 
be had to other and less satisfactory means to obtain redress — 

Thave the honor to be 
‘Sit 
Your Most obedient humble Servant 
William Bowen 





‘The Hon— 
3. B. Harrison 
Secretary 
Canada West 
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(d) SAMUEL KEEFER TO T. A. BEGLY, 1845, 
[Public Archives of Canada, R.G. 11, P.W. 5, Vol. 19] 


Board of Works. 
ite Montreal 26% April 1845 


In reference to Mé Wilsons letter of the 14" Inst. I beg leave to 
report. 

‘That in my opinion it is desirable that M' Wilson should make im- 
‘mediate preparations for commencing the slides at Buckhorn Dam and 
Burleigh Chute, by building shanties, and getting out timber for the 
works—In the mean time however he should make arrangements for 
building the pier which he intended placing at the foot of the Middle 
falls Slide on the East side of the River for the purpose of throwing 
more water over the Shoal—also to prepare a boom and cribs for it 
to rest against, to extend from the head of Ranneys falls slide to the 
‘opposite banks of the river, and booms to protect the Seymour Bridge 
from injury. These are to be ready for placing when the water is low 
enough to admit of it. 

agree with M' Wilson as to the propriety of Booms being kept up by 
the Board at the foot of Crow Bay and at Percy Landing, even should 
it be necessary to charge for so doing, for hitherto the expense of keep- 
ing up a Boom at the latter place has fallen chiefly upon one or two 
individuals, and other lumberers have been benefited at their expense. 
Tam in hopes, that after this year, these booms will not be required, as 
the slides will be so much improved, that cribs may run down all of 
them without breaking. 

It appears not unreasonable that some allowance beyond the yearly 
stipend, sh be made to the persons in charge at Crooks and Chisholms 
Rapids. 

‘There are some other works in the vicinity which, I conceive might 
bbe undertaken at once by Mr. Wilson— 

1* Building the Bridge at Crooks Rapids with a swing Bridge over 
the Lock. 

28 A Boom at Whitlas Lock. 

‘The tenders obtained by M* Lyons for these works, exceed his 
estimate, and are not from parties who can be depended upon. 

3¢ Bridge at Buckhorn Dam. 

‘There are tenders for this work, less than M¥ Lyons Estimate, but 
fot fear the giving a Contract Might interfere with the Works at the 
Slide, and at the repairs to the Dam, T am inclined to recommend that 
the whole be done by M° Wilson. 
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If the B* approves of these suggestions I can prepare plans and in- 
structions such as will enable M* Wilson to go on forthwith, 
T have the honor to be 


‘Sir 
‘Your obt Serr 
Samuel Keefer 
EBW 
T.A. Begly 
PS. 


enclose the tenders referred to, together with M* Lyons reports 
fon the same, S.K. 


(e) SAMUEL KEEFER TO T. A, BEGLY, 1846 
[Public Archives of Canada, R.G. 11, P.W. 5, Vol. 19.] 


Board of Works 
Montreal 13* January 1846 
Sir 

‘The Slides and other improvements upon the River Trent designed 
to facilitate the running down of lumber, having been fully completed 
last fall; it only remains that proper regulations for using them be 
adopted before spring, as without the enforcement of such there will be 
no possibilty of maintaining the works against the irregularities that 
will follow. If the timber is not rafted in Crow Bay and sent down in 
cribs from thence through the slides, but is allowed to pass down in 
single pieces, beyond all question the Booms will be destroyed and 
the slides rendered useless. 

‘To insure the proper working ofthe slides, T propose that M* Wilson 
be further instructed to construct a retaining boom at the foot of Crow 
Bay the cost of which will be about £250, and that the person in 
charge of the slides be instructed by the proper authority to allow no 
timber to pass out of that Boom except in Cribs properly rafted for 
running the sides. 








Thave the honour to be 


Sit 
Your very obt Serv 
Samuel Keefer 

Eng" B* Works. 


‘Thomas A. Begly Esq" 
See? B¢ Works 
Montreal 
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PS, Since writing the foregoing, I have seen the report of Mr. Davis in 
which he recommends another boom being thrown across the River at 
the Mouth of the Trent to insure also collection of the Slide dues. This 
T suppose would cost about £50, but before I would recommend the 
expenditure, I think it desirable to obtain from M* Davis his opinion 
as to the expediency of collecting the dues at Chisholms Slide the last 
‘one on the River, and so save the expense of making and maintaining 
1a second Boom. 
In the rest of his suggestions, I fully concur. 
S. Keefer 





(P)UnrTER OF “A REFORMER” CHARGING VANDALISM. 
[Public Archives of Canada, R.G. 11, P.W. 5, Vol. 17] 


River Trent— 
To the Honb* 24 January 1849 
Maleomb Cameron. 
‘Commissioner of Public Works 

Sit, 
Permit me to lay before you a temporary inspection which T have 
lately made on the locks and Slides of the River Trent Navigation, Com- 
mencing at the Dam at W* Harrises which appears to be Shamefully 
neglected by those who now Superintend, and more particularly Chishel- 
ums rapids, Here the lock is stripped of its Chains and the iron Clamps 
and lead taken out from the Coping of the lock and carried off, and if 
not soon repaired Must inevitably go to decay, In the next place the 
Lock house and its out buildings are in a state of Delapidation having 
the windows broken & Also the Carts and barrows left there have 
all nearly disappeared, as to the Slide it is equally in a State of ruin, 
the Stop logs of the Slides cut out last fall are not heeded the person in 
charge being drunk whenever he has an opportunity of doing so and 
the Superintendant Mr Rayney is totally unfit for his Situation 

I shall not at present get into a general detail of the River ‘Trent 
as itis al ill attended to to the disgrace of those in Authority, and how 
Tong the Country will have to bear this is a tale yet to be told under 
the late administration things were better attended to, but now when 
the Country expects justice done to them by not neglecting this branch. 
‘of improvement which cost them such an enormous Sums—Why not 
appoint a proper practical Superintendant A person Capable of Con- 
‘ducting the repairs of slides and Bridges and Locks & Also doing all 
the Duty required as Slide Master, It is no more than Work for one 
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‘Competent Man, The Trent Bridge also requires a friendly hand as the 
Dbutments are falling and ought to be immediately repaired while the 
ice is good 
have the Honor to remain 
Your obt Servt 
‘A Reformer 


(g) JOHN LANGTON TO THE COMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC WORKS 
[Public Archives of Canada, Trent Canal, R.G. 11, P.W. 5, Vol. 19) 


# Fenelon Falls Nov. 28 1850 


‘On the 1* of October last I made an application on behalf of the 
County of Peterborough, that the sale of the Public works in this 
county, advertised for that day, might be postponed, in order to afford 
time for obtaining information as to the nature of the property to be 
sold—My request was complied with, but I have still been unable to 
ascertain what it is that the Government propose to sell—Mr Hall to 
whom you first referred me for information expressed himselt unable 
to give any as to the nature of the property, & only a recollection of a 
‘conversation as to the terms proposed, upon which he requested us 
not to rely; Mr Benson, the Chairman of the Committee of the Council 
‘on County property, wrote to you at my request on Sept 24% with 
particulars of the information wanted, to which letter no reply has been 
received; & when I was ia Toronto myself in October I was unable to 
get any explanation at your office in consequence of your absence— 
AAs it is impossible that the County Council can make any offer in total 
ignorance of what they are to offer for, I am compelled to apply to you 
again for information— 

(1) In your note to me of Sept 5 you mention ‘the locks, dams & 
water power at Whitla's, Bobcaygeon, Buckhom & Lindsay’ & particu- 
larly direct my attention to the water power—The printed advertisement 
however only mentions water power at Whitlas & does not mention 
Bobcaygeon at all—Are all the four works for sale, & is there water 
power at all or any except Whitla's? 

(2) What (described) quantity of land adjoining the works will the 
Government convey to the purchasers at each or any of these places? 

(3). Where the works & the land conveyed with them are surrounded 
by private property will the government convey a road to the pur- 
chasers? 
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(4) In the case of Bobcaygeon, Lindsay & Buckhorn, where private 
mills are already in operation, if any water power is sold, it is very 
essential that the right of water conveyed to the purchaser by the 
Government should be strictly defined— 

(5) At Bobcaygeon, where there are islands in the dam, will these 
be conveyed also? 

(©) At the same place the present Mill proprictor draws his water 
from the canal—May he open a new flume out of the canal at his 
pleasure; & would the Government secure to the purchasers any power 
to controul the consumption of water, or interference with the works? 
‘This would appear to be essential even if no water power is ineluded— 

(7) Under what limitations as to tolls would the purchaser be 
bound? 

(8) What stipulation as to repairs will the Government insist upon? 
“The government must be aware that at Bobcaygeon repair is equivalent 
to reconstruction & that the works at Whita’s & Lindsay have never 
been finished — 

(8) Would the purchaser be authorized to construct slides where 
required & to charge tolls thereon? 

(10) What are the terms of payment proposed? 

In some of the above queries I have assumed that other water powers 
than that at Whitlas are proposed to be sold, though from the proviso 
in the schedule at the end of 9 Vietoria C.37 I presume that not to be 
the case; but I am obliged to make the distinct enquiry as the inhabi 
tants in the neighbourhood of Lindsay are exceedingly anxious t0 
obtain a water power there, which they believe essential to the prosper- 
ity of the village— 

understood that at least two private companies, be 
Council are proposing to purchase part of the works, it is suggested 
that the Government should fix an upset price & dispose of the works 
by auction as has been done in other instances — 

Trusting to receive an early reply, which, T may lay before the 
‘Council at its approaching session, 

have the honor to be 
Your obedient servant 


Jon Langton 
Warden County Peterborough 
To the Honourable 


‘The Chief Commissioner of Public Works 
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(h) JAMES CUMMING TO THE HONOURABLE F. LEMIEUX 
[Public Archives of Canada, R.G. 11, P.W. 5, Vol. 19] 


‘Trenton, 27° April 1857 
‘To the Honblt F. Lemicux. 
Chief Comn* Board of Works 

Toronto 

Sir 

By an order in Council of February 1854 all the Slides and Dams, 
built by the Government, on the River Trent, was handed over to the 
management and Superintendance of Messr* Heary Fowlds, Elijah W. 
Meyers, Charles Perry, Donald Campbell, Charles Townsend and the 
writer, who being at that time all interested in Lumber coming down 
the River Trent, undertook the management of those Works, for the 
general good of all concerned. Up to last summer, our Authority in 
protecting these Works from intentional, and unintentional, injury and 
to if necessary, force the Collecting of slide dues, was not disputed by 
any. 

During last Summer, our Manager of the Slides allowed a few parties 
to pass their Timber, taking their promise to pay, which parties, now 
refuse and say we cannot collect from them. Two or three parties during 
last summer, done intentional and unintentional injury to the Works; 
One was a M? Casey, who cut a hole through one of the Dams, which 
resulted in an outlay, in repairs, this spring of about £300, Our 
Superintendant was instructed to, and did, call on MF Casey forbidding 
him, at the time of cutting the Dam, and has since frequently, asked 
hhim, to repair the damage, or pay for repairing, Casey persisted in 
cutting through the Dam and has refused to make good the damage, 
setting the Commissioners at defiance. 

During the past Winter, 2 M' Harnden has built a Dam across the 
River, opposite to two of the most important Slides, which now raises 
‘the water over our Dam and Slides, rendering them unmanageable, 
and threatens to carry away the whole Works, and in any case ma- 
terially injure them. 

We are not aware that we are invested with any authority whatever, 
that gives us the power to act Legally in the protection of these Works, 
or in forcing the Collection of Tolls, intended to be collected for the 
purposes of Keeping the Slides Dams &c. in repair and in working 
order. 

‘And we ask now, that you will please give us the necessary Authori 
either to act in the name and under Authority of the Board of Works, 
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‘or in some efficient way, such as is required generally and in such as T 
hhave referred to 
T have the honor to be 
Your most Ob" Serv! 


James Cumming 


12. Cams FoR DAMAGES, TRENT CANAL 
(@) STATEMENT OF LOSS BY JAMES CUNNINGHAM, 1843 
[Public Archives of Canada, R.G. 11, P-W. 5, Vol. 17] 


Williamstown March 8, 1843 


Being requested by W" Cottingham Esq" of Emily to state my candid 
‘pinion, relative to the damages which might be sustained by myself 
and other individuals in the Event of raising the water at his Mills, two 
feet six inches above what it was originally, or is at present—I do there- 
fore give it as my honest conviction, that the loss which I would thereby 
sustain, would be firstly the preventing the building of Mills, on a lot 
‘of land owned by me in the Township of Ops, upon which lot it can 
be proved by many individuals, there is at present an excellent Mill 
cite, which alone is estimated to be worth the sum of £250,—Secondly 
‘ considerable portion of said lot of land, which would not be flooded 
by the construction of a dam on that lot, would be flooded and become 
useless by raising the water to the above height at Emily Mills —this 
land would be worth about £25 

‘Again the damages, which must certainly accrue to other setters in 
that section of Ops would be considerable And as to the damages ac- 
crucing to those in Emily I am not prepared to give any opinion—given 
under my hand this 8% day of March as above 

James Cunningham 
(a copy) 

James Cunningham of Emily (School Master) maketh oath and 
saith, that the above statements are true, and the opinions as there in 
Expressed are those which he sincerely entertains 

James Cunningham 
Sworn before me at Emily 
this 8 day of March 1843 
ILE. IP., 
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MINUTE OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL, 1847 
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(b) mawuTE OF EXECUTIVE CoUNCIL, 1845 
[Public Archives of Canada, Trent Canal, R.G. 11, P.W. 5, Vol. 19] 


EXTRACT from a Report of Committee of 
the Honorable the Executive Council, 
dated 31" December 1845, 
approved by His Excellency the Ad- 
‘ministrator of the Government, in 
Council, on the same day. 

‘On the Report of the Board of Works, dated 13° December Instant, 
recommending that an allowance be made to John White, who has 
been disabled from earning a livelyhood in consequence of a severe 
accident while on duty as the Board’s foreman of Works at Ranney 
Falls;— 

‘The Committee cannot advise Your Excellency to comply with the 
recommendation of the Board of Works. 

Certified 
B Parent 
To 
‘The Board of Works. 


(©) PETMON oF THE WIDOW O'HARE 
[Public Archives of Canada, Trent Canal, R.G. 11, P.W. 5, Vol. 19) 


‘The Humble Petition of the Widow O'Hare Humbly Sheweth 

‘That her husband Peter O'Hare was killed in June last by an accident 
while blasting rock at Chisholms Rapids station of the river Trent 
improvements then as now going on under the superintendance of M’ 
Thot M'Grath, who she hopes will bear testimony to the good conduct 
of her late husband while employed on the works by him, as petitioner 
hhas no doubt M" Baird will also do, who has known him to follow this 
Profession of Miner for the last eighteen or twenty Years, and to which 
he at last unhappily fell a victim. 

Petitioner being a poor distressed woman advanced in Years with no 
‘other dependance for her future support than the assistance of God 
‘with that of the humane and charitable. She confidently hopes and 
humbly supplicates, that the Honourable Gentlemen who Compose the 
Board of Works will be graciously pleased to take her—Petitioner’s 
‘most doleful case into their serious Consideration, that thro the benign 
deliberations of that Honourable body, petitioner may be saved from 
want and destitution to which she has hitherto been a stranger thro 
the indefatigable exertions of her late husband, And petitioner as in 
duty bound will ever pray. 
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(d) COMPLAINT OF WILLIAM WELLER re WHITLA’S DAM, 1847 
[Public Archives of Canada, R.G. 11, P.W. 5, Vol. 18] 


Cobourg March 8° 1847 
Dear Sir 

T have just arrived from Peterboro, and I find that the water is a 
going to be so high at the, Lock, that it will be very dangers going down 
in to the lock with the Steamers. it always has been dangerous, although 
last year we got through without much damage, if there was an other 
stick of timber put on part of the dam it would help it very much. If 
the board of Works are not disposed to do it I will do it, with your 
‘permission, as the agent for the board of works at Peterboro dont like 
to do it, o let me without authority. I am afraid if it is not done, 1 
shall run the dam. or run against the gates and break them up, as it is 
wwe have to go into the Locke with full Steam an immidiate reply will 


‘much 
Oblige 
‘Your Obt 
Servant 
W. Weller 
W= Robertson Esq 
Montreal 


(©) CLAIM OF J. RAINIE FOR DAMAGES 
[Public Archives of Canada, R.G. 11, P-W. 5, Vol. 17) 


‘The undersigned being one of the first settlers in the Township of 
Seymour and holding the offices of Town Clerk Surveyor, Assessor, & 
Collector, almost from the first settling of the Township; In the Town- 
ship's infancy when we were without either grist or sawmill we applied 
to the Honb! R.C. Wilkins Through B.B. Ranney the Leases of Lot 8 


‘Wiliam Weller (1799-1863) was well known as a road contractor, stage- 
coach alder, andthe operator ofthe Royal Mal Lie of sages between Toronto 
fnd Montresi, He was & prominent resident of Cobourg for maay years. Th the 
‘winter of 1840 he transported the Governor-General (Mr. Powlett Thomsoe, 
Inter Lond Sydenham) from Toronto to Montreal in record time, but the numbet 
‘of hours is in dispute. The gold watch given to Weller still a family helsloom, 
{if sad to beat as part of is inscription "85 hours and 40 minutes"; but the Corn 
Yall Observer (a8-quoted in the Cobourg Star of February 26, 1840), very 
Sefnitely sates thatthe to stagesleighs “Tet Toronto st six o'clock on Monday 
‘morning last, and artived in Montreal at twenty minites before eight clock of 
‘Tuesday evening.” the elapsed time thus being 37 hours, 40 minutes. Weller wat 

iven £100 a4 well ss the watch, and is said fo have won a sige bet of £1000 
In addition. He himself drove the. Governor-Generis sleigh the entice distance, 
with changes of horses arranged ahead every fifteen miles, 
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(A) GEORGE 8. HALL CLAIMS DAMAGES AT BUCKHORN, 1852 
[Public Archives of Canada, R.G. 11, P.W. 5, Vol. 20} 


To His Excellency The Right Honorable James, Earl of Elgin & Kin- 
cardine &e &c. Governor General of British North America, &. 

‘The Memorial of George Barker Hall, of the Town of Peterborough, 
respectfully sheweth: 
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‘That in the year 1836 the Commissioners for improving the navi- 
gation of the Inland Waters of the Newcastle District, took possession 
ff the Dam at the Buckhorn Rapids and raised the same to such height 
‘as was necessary for their purposes. 

‘That the said Dam (without the Waterpower,) was, by Act of Parlia- 
‘ment, Vested in the Board of Works. 

‘That neither the Commissioners or the Board of Works ever paid 
anything for the Dam so taken, or for the side dams and other works 
which had to be built in consequence of the raising of the Main Dam. 

‘That your memorialist considering that the Dam (as a Government 
work,) would be preserved and maintained in repair did not press for 
the compensation to which he was entitled. 

‘That the said Dam raises the waters of Buckhorn, Chemong and 
Pigeon Lakes on a shore of over 100 miles, And is indispensible to the 
‘navigation of the Lakes. 

‘That in the month of May or June last the Gates and a large pier in 
the said Dam, with about 60 fect of the Government Bridge over the 
‘same, were destroyed by a party of lumbermen.’ 

‘That unless immediate steps are taken to repair the said Dam the 
‘water will be drained from the said Lakes, and the health of the Inhabi- 
tants of the surrounding County seriously affected. 

‘That in view of the settlement of the County north of the County of 
Peterborough, the Bridge which has been partially destroyed, is of great 
importance as it is on the direct route to the interior And within ten 
miles of the unsurveyed lands. 

That altho the damage which has been done will cause the stoppage 
of your Memorialists Mills, Yet as the Dam and Bridge are the property 
of the Government he has no immediate remedy, And cannot obtain 
any redress except by a difficult form of action in the Queens Bench 
against persons who are or may be worthless. 

‘Your Memorialist therefore prays that, both on public and private 
‘grounds, the Dam and Bridge may be repaired as soon as possible. And 
that as Tumbering is about to be carried on extensively in that part of 
the Country that for the sake of example Your Excellency will cause the 
parties offending in this case to be prosecuted and punished. 

‘And Your Memorialist & 
Geo B. Hall 
38 August 1852 





‘Charles Townsend 
Yoh D. Macaulay 
‘Mosiom Boyd 

Hall was long the most 
the front of the Towaship of 





sminent settler at the narrows of Buckhorn Lake, 
ey, operating at Buckhorn Falls fine sawn 
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(g) PETITION OF GEORGE B. HALL FOR CANAL REPAIRS AT BUCKHORN 
[Public Archives of Canada, R.G. 11, P.W. 5, Vol. 20) 


To 
His Excellency Sir Edmund Walker Head, Baronet, Governor General 
of British North America, &e & & 

‘The memorial of George Barker Hall, of the Town and County of 
Peterborough, humbly sheweth: 

‘That about 18 years ago the Government of Canada ordered the 
rection of a Dam and Bridge across the Buckhorn Rapids between the 
townships of Harvey and Smith. 

"That the Bridge was built upon and over the Dam, and that the 
two form one work. 

‘That last year, so much of the Dam and Bridge as had been carried 
‘away (about one third) was repaired by the commissioners of the Board 
cof Works. 

That the remainder of the Bridge, (owing to the decay of the tim- 
bers) is extremely unsafe, and the crossing is peculiarly dangerous, as 
the unrepaired portion of the Bridge is immediately over the worst part 
of the Rapids. 

‘That the travel over the Bridge is comparatively large, it being the 
‘only means (the ice on Buckhorn Lake being unreliable) of ingress and 
‘egress for some hundreds of Lumbermen with their teams and supplics. 

‘That in view of the contemplated settlement of the Townships of 
Harvey and Burleigh and the three townships now being surveyed, this 
Bridge is not only important but absolutely indispensible as it is the 
‘only place of communication for fifty miles, and is the connecting link 
between the existing and proposed Road to the New settlements. 


‘and other industries. The Government pushed a road northward from Halls 
Bridge Bockhorn) inthe stis to factfate settlement. About 1832 2 group of 

3 setlers, including the Wallis and Dennistoun families, were attracted 
by the scenery and hunting to the southwest corner of Harvey, near Pigeon and 
Sandy lakes. “The spot chosen by them.” wrote Samuel Strickland, "was one of 
yea onuri beauty butt posed no other advantage except an abuadance of 
ime, which was no small inducement to them. ‘They spent several thousand 
pounds in building fancy log houses and making large clearings which they hid 
Beither the ability nor the Industry to cultivate, But even f they had postssed 
filfcent perseverance, their great distance rom market, bad roads, sant of 
Knowledge of cropping after they hed cleared the land, lack of bridges, sod poor 
soil would have been a great drawback to the chance of effecting a prosperous 
Seitement. Ina few years not a setle remained of this lite colony. Some stayed 
Ul their means were exhausted; others, more wise, purchased ready cleared farms 
in the setlements or followed some profession more congenial to their tastes OF 
More, sited to their abilities” (TwentySeven Years in Canada West, Vol. I 
Pp. 138-6) 
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‘That your memorialist, if requisite, could obtain the signatures of a 
thousand petitioners praying for the repair of this Bridge, but, Your 
‘memorialist considers it unnecessary; being satisfied that upon the matter 
being brought to the notice of Your Excellency it will receive such atten- 
tion as to Your Excellency it may seem to deserve. 

‘That the Contractor with the Board of Works, being upon the spot 
the repairs could now be made much more economically than at any 
future time. Your Memorialist therefore prays that the subject may 
receive Your Excellencys favourable consideration. 

‘And &e 
10 February 1857. Geo, B. Hall 





13, THe TRENT CANAL AT THE CONFEDERATION OF 
‘THE Provinces, 1867 


[General Report of the Commissioner of Public Works for the Year 
Ending 30th June, 1867, pp. 70-79] 


(@) RIVER TRENT AND NEWCASTLE DISTRICT 

‘The public Works on the River Trent, and on the inland waters of 
the Newcastle District, consist of certain locks and dams designed to 
improve the navigation of these waters; and of slides, dams, and booms 
made to facilitate the descent of timber. 

In earlier times it was thought that a line of navigation might with 
advantage be opened between Lake Ontario and Lake Huron by means 
of the River Trent and the rivers and lakes of the Noweastle District, 
40 as to afford accommodation to the local traffic and shorten the dis- 
tance by water between Lake Ontario and the far West. 

‘The Trent is a large river which discharges into the Bay of Quinté 
at a point about 67 miles above Kingston; and in passing from Lake 
Ontario to Lake Huron by this proposed route a vessel would ascend 
the River Trent, Rice Lake, the Otonabee River, Clear Lake, Buckhorn 
Lake, Chemong Lake, Pigeon Lake, Sturgeon Lake, Cameron's Lake, 
and Balsam Lake, which is the summit and has an elevation of 589% 
feet above Lake Ontario; thence descending 118%, by a Canal and the 
Talbot River, to Lake Simcoe, and 124% by the River Severn, it 
would enter the Georgian Bay (Lake Huron), 24314 feet below the 
summit level of Lake Balsam. Thus the total rise and fall between 
Lakes Ontario and Huron by this route would be 83224 feet. 

‘This line of navigation, if ever completed, would be extremely 
‘crooked, for the actual distance in a straight line from the mouth of 
the Trent on Lake Ontario to the mouth of the Severn on Lake Huron 
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is 112 miles, while by following the proposed line the distance to be run 
by boats would be 235 miles. 

But though the course through these inland waters be so crooked, its 
general tendency is nevertheless in a direct line drawn from the foot of 
Lake Ontario to the point of juncture of the great upper lakes, Huron, 
Michigan, and Superior. 

‘Thus a boat going from Kingston, at the foot of Lake Ontario, to the 
Straits of Mackinaw (the point of junction of the three upper lakes), 
would traverse a distance of 785 miles if it followed the line through 
Lake Ontario, Welland Canal, Lakes Erie, Ste, Claire, and Huron; 
‘while if, in going to the same point, it followed the Trent and Newcastle 
line, Georgian Bay, and Lake Huron it would only pass over a distance 
‘of 567 miles, (See Diagram No. VI.) 

‘The improvement of a portion of the main line, extending from the 
mouth of the River Trent to Lake Sturgeon on the proposed route, was, 
‘commenced some years ago; as also the improvement of a branch Tine 
from Lake Sturgeon to Lake Scugog. 

‘The following Table will show the relative position of the navigable 
and unnavigable portions of the Rivers and Lakes extending from the 
mouth of the River Trent to the head of Lake Scugog. The distances are 
‘measured on the plans prepared by Mr. Baird in 1835 and 1836. 











Length of River | Total 

‘and Lakes, in miles | distance 

Unnavie- | ails 
able 





NAMES OF PLACES. 


From the mouth of the Trent to the Foot of 
‘the Nine Mile Rapids 





From the fot of the Nine Mile Rapids to the 
head of the same 


From the head of Nine Mile Rapide to the 
foot of Canal at Chisholn's Rapids 


“The Canal at Chisholm’s Rapids 


From the Canal at Chisholm’'s Rapide to 
‘Perey Landing 
From Perey Landing to the fot of Crow Bay a | 38 


From foot of Crow Bay to junction of Crow 
‘and ‘Trent Rivers 
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From junction to the Lower Slide at Healy's 
alle 


Lomer Slide and Upper Slide at Heely's Falls 


From Upper Slide at Heelys Falls to Canal 
1 Crooks" Rapids. 


“The Canal st Crooks’ Rapids, 


From Canal at Crooks' Rapids to Canal at 
"Whhitae’ Rapids 


“The Canal at Whitls’ Rapids 


From the Canal at Whitls’ Rapids to the head 
‘of Little Lake at Peterborough 


From the head of Little Lake to the Slides 
‘aed Dame at Buckhora Rapids. 


Buckhorn Side (sixty-five feet long) 


rom Slide and Dam at Buckhoen Rapids to 
‘Canal at Bobeaygean Rapids 


“The Canal at Bobeaygean Rapids 

rom the Canal at Bobcaygean Rapids tothe 
‘Se at the Town of Lindsay (formerly 
urdy’s Millon the River Scurog) 

“The Side at Lindsay. 


From the Slide atthe Town of Lindsay tothe 
Ihead of Lake Seugog. 


Total 


ry 


381 


12 


18 


24 
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For further details respecting rise of river and lakes above the Bay of Quinte— 


sce Appendix No. 18, s€ page 122. 


In 1827, on a petition from Mr. Stewart and others relative to the 
navigation of the waters of the Newcastle Distrit, a Committee of the 
Lower House of the Legislature of Upper Canada reported that it was 
‘exceedingly desirable and important that those waters which constitute 
the chain of lakes and rivers which run in a south-easterly direction 
from the vicinity of Lake Simcoe, and which empty into the Bay of 
‘Quint by the River Trent, should be examined and surveyed by com- 
petent persons with a view to ascertain how far they might be rendered 
navigable, and the probable expense attending the same. 
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Nothing, however, appears to have been done before Feb., 1833, 
‘when a Bill was passed appointing Commissioners to receive plans and 
to execute the works necessary to the improvement of the inland waters 
of the Neweastle District, commencing at the mouth of the Otonabee 
River which discharges into Rice Lake and extending to Lake Scugog; 
and the Commissioners were authorized to raise a loan of £2,000 
($8,000) for this purpose. 

‘This Commission obtained a design for a short canal at Bobcaygean, 
with a wooden lock. It was commenced in 1833 and completed in 1835. 
‘The length of the Canal was 973 feet, and the lock was 119% feet long 
by 28 feet broad, with 4% feet water on the sills at low water and 
7 feet at high water. 

This lock permitted vessels navigating Lakes Chemong, Buckhorn, 
‘and Pigeon, which are on the same level, to ascend into Sturgeon Lake, 
and thence up the Scugog River as far as Lindsay. 

It also appears that the Commissioners effected a slight clearing of 
the River Otonabee, below Peterborough. 

Notwithstanding this commencement of the works by the Commis- 
sioners, it seems to have been well understood at the time thatthe small 
wooden lock thus executed was only a temporary expedient and that 
works on a much larger scale with stone locks and on a comprehensive 
plan, extending from Lake Ontario to Lake Huron, will be ultimately 
undertaken, for we find that, in 1833, the Lievtenant-Governor was 
pleased to instruct Mr. N. H. Baird to make a survey of the section ex- 
tending from the mouth of the Trent to Rice Lake, and to estimate the 
cost of rendering these waters navigable for vessels drawing five feet, 
the Tocks to be 134 feet long by 33 feet broad. 

Mr. Baird reported, in November of the same year (1833), that the 
distance from the mouth of the Trent to the foot of Rice Lake was 61 
niles, and that the obstructions to navigation were as follows: — 

Ist, At the nine-mile Rapids, 

2nd., At Chisholm's, 

3rd., Ata succession of Rapids and Falls between Percy Landing and 
Crow Bay, a distance of 12% miles, 

4th., At Heely’s Fall, 

Sth., At Crooks’ Rapids. 

He proposed to overcome the Nine-mile Rapids by 13 locks, the 
Chisholm’s by 1 lock, the 124 miles of Rapids and Falls by 14 locks, 
Heely’s Falls by 8 locks, and Crooks’ Rapids by 1 lock,—forming a 
total of 37 locks, with 18 dams and 4% miles of side cuts, &c., the locks 
to be of stone; and the estimated cost of the whole works was £233,447 
65, 11% ($933,789.39%4). 
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‘The survey of the second section of the line was only commenced in 
1835; when, in compliance with an Address from the House of As- 
sembly dated April 16th, 1835, His Excellency, Sir John Colborne, 
appointed Mr. Baird ‘to examine the most eligible route for a Canal 
between Rice Lake and Lake Simcoe’. 

Mr. Baird did not recommend the cutting of a Canal throughout the 
whole distance, but he advised the formation of a Canal of 13% miles 
in length for the Talbot River section, and for the remainder of the 
line he advocated the damming of the tivers, so as to establish a suc- 
cession of still water reaches connected by means of locks (a plan at 
the time successfully carried out on the Rideau). 

Leaving Rice Lake, he proposed to ascend the Otonabee, Clear Lake, 
Buckhorn Lake, Chemong Lake, Pigeon Lake, Sturgeon Lake, Cameron 
Lake, and Balsam Lake—which is the summit; thence to descend into 
Lake Simcoe by means of a Canal and about 23% miles of the River 
Talbot. 

He found that the distance from Rice Lake to Lake Simcoe was 
109% miles; and his Report divided the works into five sections, as 
follows: — 











penal Distance Rite No.of No.of 
NAMES OF SECTIONS. in in Dams Locks 
Miles. Feet, Required. Required. 








|; From Bie Lake to Peterborough z 1 
rom Peterborough to Clear Lake é 4 
3 rom Clear Late to Bobeaygean 2 3 
4. From Bobeaygean to Balsam Lake 3 5 
5. From Balsam Lake to Lake Simcoe 118% 2 
(alt) 
Tota OE a) a 





For further details respecting the Profile of the Inland Water Com- 
‘munication proposed by N. H. Baird, from Rice Lake to Lake Simcoe, 
—and thence to Lake Huron—see Appendix No. 15, at page 129. 

‘The total length of Canal required on these five subdivisions was 
about 17 miles. 

Mr. Baird proposed stone locks, 134 x 33, with 5 feet of water on 
the sills, and estimated the cost of the whole at £262,067 16s. 44. 
Halifax currency ($1,048,271.27) 

twill thus be seen that Mr. Baird's estimate for a line of navigation 
from the mouth of the Trent to Lake Simcoe, with stone locks 134 feet 
long by 33 feet broad and 5 feet of water on the sills, was as follows: 
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For the divisions extending from the mouth of $e 
the Trent to Rice Lake £233,447 6s. 11%4d., (933,789 39%). 
For the division extending from Rice Lake to 


Lake Simcoe £262,067 16s. 4d, (1,048,271 27). 





Total £496,515 3s, 314d. ($1,982,060 66%). 


Tt was resolved that the works should be commenced forthwith; and 
to facilitate the working of the details they were put into two divisions: 

Ist. The River Trent. 

2nd. The inland or back waters of the Newcastle District. 

‘The first division comprised all the works from the mouth of the 
Trent to Heely’s Falls. 

"The second extended from Heely’s Falls, on the River Treat, to Lake 
Scugog. 

Tn 1836 an Act of Parliament was passed, authorized a loan of 
£16,000 ($64,000), to be applied to the construction of works on 
the inland or back waters; and in 1837 a loan of £77,507 11s. 4%d. 
($310,030.27) was authorized, to be appropriated to the River Trent 
works. In 1839 a further Ioan of £3,000 ($12,000) was authorized, 
to be applied to the inland division; thus forming, with the £ 16,000 
($64,000) previously authorized, a sum of £19,000 ($76,000) for the 
inland or back water sectc 












x were appointed by the Governor, 
cone for each division, as provided by the Acts; and, under the auspices 
of these Commissioners, the works were commenced in 1837 with Mr. 
Baird as Engineer. 

‘The works of the Trent division were commenced near the mouth of 
the Trent, at Myers’ Island, and at Chisholm’s Rapids. At Myers’ Island 
they consisted of one dam and one lock; and at Chisholm’s Rapids of 
‘one dam and one short canal with a single lock. 

‘The engineer in charge of the works informed the Commissioners 
that the lock at Chisholm’s could not be used without a dam at the 
head of the Nine-mile Rapids to retain the waters in the reach between 
‘Nine-mile Rapids and Chisholm’s. The matter was considered, and it 
was decided to postpone the construction of this dam until after the 
completion of the lock at Chisholm’s. 

‘The dams at Myers’ Island and at Chisholm’s were to be of wood, 
‘and the locks of cut stone 134 x 33 feet, and with 5 feet of water on the 
sills. 

On the commencement of the works, in 1837, the Receiver General 
laid aside the sum of £28,000 stg. ($136,266.66), which had been 
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provided by the sale of Debentures, to be applied to the works on the 
River Trent division. 

‘The value of the works under contract, with the proposed dam at the 
head of the Nine-mile Rapids together with contingencies, engineering 
‘expenses, &., did not amount to more than £25,000 ($100,000). 

"The funds provided were therefore sufficient; but it appears that in 
1838 and 1839, during a stringency in the money market, the sums 
which were to have been paid to the Commissioners were applied to 
‘other purposes; and moreover, that up to the end of the year 1841, when 
the Commissioners gave up their charge, the total amount that had 
been placed in their hands for the works was only £20,935 0s. 3d., 
Halifax c'y. ($83,740.05), as is shown by a Return to an Address of 
the House, dated 18th December, 1844. 

‘The want of funds was a source of embarrassment to the Commis- 
sioners; and early in 1839 the contractors suspended operations. 

‘At the date of the Union of the Provinces of Upper and Lower 
Canada the works at Myers’ Island, which had then been abandoned for 
some time, consisted of two coffer dams, excavation of lock-pit, stone 
prepared for lock, timber for lock gates, and a permanent dam between 
the island and the main shore. The dam at the head of the Nine-mile 
Rapids (Widow Harris) had not been commenced. 

‘At Chisholm’s Rapids the dam was finished at the time of the union 
of the Provinces; while the slide, which was to be 100 feet in length, 
was only about half finished. The lock, however, was far advanced to- 
wards completion, and about two-thirds of the rock excavation were 
made. 

‘On the inland or back water division the works had been commenced 
by the Commissioners early in the spring of 1837. The works under- 
taken were as follows: 





At Heely’s Falls 1 dam. 

” Crooks’ Rapids 1 do. and 1 lock. 

> Whitlas 1 do. and 1 do. 

* Buckhorn Enlargement of dam. 

” Bobeaygean 1 new dam, and repairs to 
ld lock. 

” Purdy's Mills (now Lindsay) 1 dam and 1 lock. 


‘The dams were to be of wood, filed with stone; the locks at Crooks? 
‘and Whitlas’ to be of stone, and the dam at Purdy’s mills of wood. All 
the new locks were to be 134 x 33 feet with 5 feet of water on the sills, 
as on the lower divisions. 

‘Tenders were received for the execution of the works, within the ap- 
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propriations that had been made; but their progress up to the period 
of the Union of the Provinces (1841) was slow, and often interrupted 
altogether, owing, it appears, to the limited advances made by the 
Receiver General to the Commissioners. 

At the date of the Union the condition of the works on this division 
was as follows: — 

‘At Heely’s Falls: timber had been provided, but no part of the dam 
‘was commenced, 

‘At Crooks’ Rapids: the lock was nearly completed; the channels lead- 
ing to the lock, above and below, had to be excavated, but the dam had 
been completed as early a5 1838. 

‘At Whitlas’ Rapids: the site of the lock had been partly excavated by 
a contractor who abandoned the work in 1838, and partly by men hired 
by the day by the Commissioners. Stone for the lock and timber for the 
dam had been delivered on the ground, part of the stone being cut; but 
‘no works of construction had been commenced, 

‘At Buckhorn: the old dam, which had been constructed by a private 
individual for milling purposes, had been raised sufficiently to give five 
feet of water on the sills of the locks at Bobeaygean before the autumn 
of 1840. At Bobcaygean the old lock had been thoroughly repaired and 
the dam reconstructed prior to the autumn of 1839 

At Pardy’s Mills (now the Town of Lindsay): the site of the lock 
hhad been partly excavated, coffer dams made round the lock excavation, 
lumber for the dam and lock prepared and delivered on the ground, 
and the lock partly framed. This had all been done in the years 1837 
and 1838. In 1839 the works were abandoned by the contractors. 

‘The total expenditure previous to the Union, in February, 1841, on 
the two divisions, namely—the River Trent and the Inland and Back- 
water, was £44,398—($177,592), according to a Return made to the 
Legislative Assembly on the 27th July, 1847. 

‘At the period of the Union of the Provinces these works were placed 
under the control of the Board of Works; and in a Memorandum to 
Excellency the Governor General, dated August 12th, 1841, the Chair- 
‘man of the Board reported that the intention of the original designers of 
this line of navigation was to establish a through line of communication 
which would accommodate the through trade between the Wester 
States and the Sea-board, and also the local traffic of the Counties it 
traversed. As a through line he maintained that it could not be success- 
ful, owing to the great lockage required and the limited draft of water 
‘of the vessels which could be used on this route. 

As an accommodation to the local traffic he stated that the route, 
through its greater part, was extremely circuitous; assigning as an ex- 
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ample that a farmer or merchant settled at the head of Rice Lake could, 
by passing over 12 or 14 miles of road, reach the harbors of Port Hope 
and Cobourg on Lake Ontario; whereas by following the Trent he would 
Ihave to pass over a distance of 80 miles before he reached that lake. 

He also stated that the probable cost of the works, when completed, 
‘would be from £800,000 ($3,200,000) to £900,000 ($3,600,000), 
‘and advised that the scheme of forming the through line should be 
‘abandoned, and, in lieu thereof, that the locks which had been com- 
menced should be finished, and that slides to facilitate the descent of 
timber should be made. 

‘An appropriation of £50,000 ($200,000) was asked from the 
House, to be applied to these works. 

His Excellency having approved of these suggestions, the following 
works were authorized, and have since been executed:— 


NINE-MILE RAPIDS 
At the head of these Rapids a stone dam was erected in 1844. 


CHISHOLM’S RAPIDS 

‘The unfinished lock and slide were completed and ready for use in 
1844, 

PERCY LANDING 

Piers and booms were constructed and placed at this station in 1844; 
but it having been found that the expense of maintaining this station 
was too great in proportion to the benefits it conferred, the works were 
allowed to decay. The piers were carried away by floods and have not 
since been replaced; a part of the boom was removed and fitted else- 
where, and another part has been lost. 





RANNEY’S FALLS 

At this station a dam was built in 1844; and a slide one thousand four 
Ihundred and ninety-two feet in length was completed in 1845. Neces- 
sary guide booms were also provided. 

‘CAMPBELLFORD 

Guide booms were placed here in 1844. A bridge was built in the 
same year, and has been placed under the control of the Township 
Council of Seymour. 

FIDDLER’S ISLAND 

A cross dam of some 12 feet in height, and a wing dam, were built 

here in 1848. 
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MIDDLE FALLS 
Four dams and two slides were built here in 1844. 


‘CROW BAY 


At the foot of this Bay a retaining boom of some 2,600 feet in length 
is maintained, 


HEELY'S FALLS 
‘A dam and two slides were placed here in 1844. 


‘CROOKS’ RAPIDS 

‘As already stated, the Commissioners of the Inland waters had com- 
pleted the dam at this station in 1838, and had advanced far towards 
completing the lock and canal. 

‘The Board of Works completed the lock and canal in 1844. 

In 1845 a slide for timber was constructed, and a bridge of 485 feet 
in length was made over the river below the dam, with a swing bridge 
lover the lock. This bridge is now under the control of the Counties of 
Northumberland and Peterborough. 


WHITLAS' RAPIDS 
‘The lock, dam, and canal commenced by the Inland Water Com- 
missioners were finished in 1843, 


LITTLE LAKE 
‘Three piers and one boom were placed here in 1852. 


PETERBOROUGH BRIDGE 
This bridge is introduced here merely to show, at one glance, all 
the works in connection with these waters. It was built in 1847. 


BUCKHORN RAPIDS 

It has been already stated that the Inland Waters Commission had 
built 2 dam at this station previous to the Union. A bridge on bents was 
built in 1845, and rebuilt in 1857. A slide with two feet draught of 
water, with booms, were made for this station in 1857, and additional 
booms in 1865. 





BOBCAYGEAN 

Ithas been stated that the Inland Waters Commission had before the 
Union built a dam and a wooden lock at this station. In 1857 the 
‘wooden lock was replaced by one of stone, and in 1858 two slides were 
built and a basin and two mill-races excavated. 
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‘Three sections of bridges were built over branches of the river 
‘opposite the lock in 1845, and have since (as before stated) been 
placed in charge of the local Township Municipalities. A swing bridge 
connecting with this line of bridges was placed over the lock in 1858, 


LINDSAY (FORMERLY PURDY'S MILLS) 

‘The wooden lock, as commenced by the Inland Commission, was 
‘completed in 1844, the lock was converted into a slide in 1859, and a 
bridge, consisting of three spans on cut stone abutments and piers, was 
opened in 1864. 


In obedience to a request made by the Legislature the Chief Engineer 
of this Department, acting under the orders of the Commissioner of 
Public Works, caused an examination of the River Trent to be made 
between the Bay of Quinté and Rice Lake. 

In his Report (22nd April, 1846) he reviewed the plan proposed by 
Mr. Baird in 1833, of building dams across the river at various points in 
its most rapid sections, so as to form it into a series of still water reaches 
which were to be connected by means of locks. 

He objected to this scheme that dams would always interfere, more 
fof less, with the passage of timber; that they were not durable, and 
‘were 100 liable to be damaged by floods; he suggested in lieu thereof 
the forming of three sections of canal, the first extending from near the 
‘mouth of the Trent to the head of the Nine-mile Rapids; the second 
from Percy's Landing to the foot of Crow Bay; and the third from Crow 
Bay to the head of Heely’s Falls. 

‘These three Canals, in connection with the locks at Chisholm's and 
Crooks’ Rapids which were then completed, would have opened a line 
of navigation from the Bay of Quinté to Peterboro and the Otonabee. 

He stated that the entire length of Canal required in the three sections 
proposed was about 18% miles, and that 29 locks were necessary. 

He also stated that before a final opinion could be given further 
surveys were necessary, and that the probable cost of the works (if 
‘executed on the scale adopted for the locks at Chisholm’s and Crook’s 
Rapids) would be about £400,000 Halifax currency ($1,600,000). 

In 1855 the Commissioner of Public Works reported that the cost 
‘of maintaining the slides, booms, and other works connected with the 
‘descent of timber on the Trent was much greater than the revenue they 
produced; he recommended that the said works should be placed in 
charge of a Committee or Company of persons interested in the lumber 
trade on the Trent, who had offered to assume their management. In 
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accordance with this recommendation the works connected with navi- 
gation, such as locks, lock-houses, fc, remained under the direct 
control of the Department of Public Works; while the works connected 
With the descent of timber at Chisholm’s Rapids, Ranney's Falls, Middle 
Falls, Heely’s Falls, and Crooks’ Rapids were handed over to the care 
‘of the Company. 

The Company undertook to Keep the slides, &., in working order, 
but were not held to renew them when worn out. They were authorized 
to levy tolls on timber descending the river. At Chisholm’s and at 
Crooks’ Rapids the facilites for bringing down timber were not in- 
creased by the Government works; tolls were therefore not levied at 
either ofthese stations. But at Ranney’s Falls, Middle Falls, and Heely's 
Falls the works had been constructed expressly for the safe descent of 
timber, and therefore tolls were collected at each of these stations. 

Previous to December, 1866, the rate of toll was one dollar per crib 
for each of the 3 slides; but on the 8th December, 1866, an Order in 
Council was passed fixing the rate of tos payable at each of the three 
stations just named at one cent for each log of 13 feet in length, and a 
proportionate sum on pieces of greater length; and for each crib of 
square timber one dollar. 

The expenditure by the Department on these improvements since 
the Union in 1841 up to the 30th of June, 1867, as shown in Appendix 
No. 1, at page 3, is $492,486.31. Appendix No. 16, at page 130, shows 
‘the expenditure on the slides by the “Trent Slides ‘Company’ from the 
spring of 1855 to Ist January, 1867 

Jin the public accounts the amount charged against the ‘Improvements 
of the Trent is $558,506.20, 

For the expenditure on these works before and since the Union, 
from Government and other funds, see Appendix No. 70, at pages 486, 
4507 to 509, and 514 to 516. 

‘The total cost of construction on these works since their commence- 
‘ment up tothe 30th June, 1867, as shown by Appendix No. 70, amounts 
to $670,078.31, subdivided as follows, viz: 








On Canals, &., prior to the Union ......$ 92,449.33 


Slides, &e, " 7 7 85,142.67 $177,592.00 
On Canals, &c., sinee the Union 216,921.98 

Slides, &, 7 7 * 228,347.05 

Road, 7 7” 30,454.40 

Bridges, 9" " ™ 16,762.88 492,486.31 


Total $670,078.31 
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(b) REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT G, W. RANNEY 


[General Report of the Commissioners of Public Works for the 
‘Year Ending 30th June, 1867, pp. 361-2] 


APPENDIX NO. 41 
(No. 341.) 

REPORT BY G. W. RANNEY,! SUPERINTENDENT 
DESCRIBING THE WORKS AND REPAIRS EXECUTED ON THE 
RIVER TRENT AND ITS TRIBUTARIES, DURING THE FISCAL, 

YEAR ENDING 30th JUNE, 1867. 


F. BRAUN, Esq. BELLEVILLE, 19th July, 1867. 

Secretary, Public Works Dept., Ottawa. 

Sir—I have the honor, in compliance with the instructions contained 
in No, 62,924, dated 15th of June, to report to the Department the 
slate, and cost of repairs, and additions to the works of the Inland 
Navigation of the Newcastle (or Trent) District, under my charge, for 
the past fiscal year ending 30th June, 1867. 


WIDOW HARRIS’ 
‘The dam is in good order and has had no repairs for the past year. 


CHISHOLM’S RAPIDS: 


“The slide and booms are in good working order, The dam should be 
made moze staunch by gravelling it for its preservation; waste weirs 
should be made, to waste the surplus water in the spring to keep the 
water at a more uniform level. The Canal and lock are notin use, there- 
fore no repairs were required. 

"Application has been made to build a fish slide in the dam; salmon 
rigrate in the river, and the dam obstructs the way. 

‘The following works, next in order, are managed by a Committee 
in the lumbering trade, and maintained by the tolls levied on lumber 
passing down the river 

Ranney Fells—Siides, dam, and guide booms. 

Campbeliford —Guide booms. 

Fiddlers Island.—Wing dams. 

Middle Falls—Siides, dams and wing dams, and guide booms. 

Crow Bay.—Retaining, boom. 

Heely Falls—Dam, slides, and guide booms. 

“These works are in good working order. A considerable amount of 

George Ranney, a millowner, is commemorated by Ranney's Falls and 
Rasney Set in Campbelitors. wravern ee 
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repairs have to be done to them yearly to replace the decayed parts, 
‘No changes have been made for several years. 

At Heely Falls the stil-water navigation commences. It is the lower 
end of the lower reach of still-water navigation on the line. The dam 
was not staunch, and allowed the water to decline below the level of 
intended navigable height. $400 was appropriated and expended in 
gravelling it; but the sum was insufficient to complete it satisfactorily. 
It would require $400 more. The navigation between Heely Falls and 
Crooks’ Rapids is impeded by a ridge of boulders on flat rock bed at 
Stewart’s Island, about a mile below Crooks’ Lock. The same difficulty 
exists between Crooks’ Lock and the foot of Rice Lake. The steamers 
now engaged drawing ore from the Marmora works have been fast on 
these rocks. A sum of $700 has been appropriated for the removal of 
the boulders, and the work will be commenced as soon as the water 
gets low enough. 

CROOKS RAPIDS 


‘The works have been and are now under a state of repair and 
{improvements for the accommodation of the newly existing tralfic— 
that of the transportation of Marmora ore. The lock gates have been 
renewed; the guard walls repaired; frame guards built for guidance and 
protection of steamers along the banks; a new swing bridge over lock, 
and other necessary conveniences for the well working of the station, 
which have cost $3,730. There are still further improvements and 
repairs necessary. 

‘Although these works have been a long time in existence, they were 
never worked, and, in a manner, not perfected, causing now more than 
ordinary putting to rights. Portions have gone'to decay that have now 
to be renewed. The lock-house is untenantable and requires repairs; 
there is a strong leak under the lower mitre still that requires to be 
staunched; an engine-house built for the engine that was used to pump 
the lock. 

‘As before stated, there exists the diffculty of an intricate channel 
between the boulders from the works to Rice Lake. The navigation to 
Whitlas from Rice Lake is good. 





WHITLAS RAPIDS 
‘The works are not in use for still-water navigation, and entirely out 
of repair. 
LITTLE LAKE 
‘The booms and piers are in good order. 
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BUCKHORN 


‘The works are in good order. An order for the two new boom piers 
to be built has been given, and will be put in soon: will cost about $100. 
Of late the boom has been carried away by lumbermen, which will have 
to be replaced or paid for by the parties. 

At this station is another division between the lumber navigation 
‘and the stil water navigation. The dam here maintains the level of 
Buckhorn, Chemong, and Pigeon Lakes, and sets the water back to the 
Jock at Bobeaygean, a large sheet of water. In seasons of low water a 
division of the channel between the steamboat navigation and the 
Jumberers is a matter of contention. 


BOBCAYGEAN 

‘The dams and slides are in good order. 

The lock gates do not work well; one of the wicket gates is broken 
in the north upper gate, which involves the necessity of raising the gate 
above water or pumping the lock to repair it. The leak caused by that 
defect makes the lower gates work hard. 

‘The water in the river being too high during the whole of last winter 
to undertake to raise the gates above it is why it was not repaired last 
winter. T believe it will be advisable to pump the lock chamber next 
winter to clean it out, and put all the gates in order. The swing bridge 
‘over the canal is worn out and should be repaired immediately, fearing 
it may drop into the Canal. Preparations are being made to repair it 

‘There are four steamers that ply through this lock daily. 

‘The navigation to Lindsay from Bobcaygean is good except through 
the cuts on the Scugog River. 

Piles and booms should be placed along the sides to guard off the 
stumps and trees. The direction is bad and the width narrow. 





LINDSAY 


‘The works are in good order. The slide is not very much used. A. fish 
slide has been asked for at this station. A good deal of difficulty exists 
in Keeping the level of the water above the dam uniform; conflicting 
interests aro hard to satisfy, and it is rather difficult at all seasons 10 
meet the exactness required by the different parties. 

‘The navigation from Lindsay to Lake Scugog could be improved 
‘a good deal by removing trees and stumps from off the points and sharp 
tums, giving a greater width of river which is required in many places. 
‘The navigation has been very much impeded by Township Bridges 
‘across the river, with no provision made to pass them. They have been 
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removed of late, At the foot of Scugog Lake the deepest channel is 
very crooked; eight buoys to mark the channel would be a very great 
improvement. 
‘All of which are respectfully submitted. 
Thave the honor to be, Sir, 
‘Your obedient servant, 
G. W. RANNEY,* 
Superintendent, Trent Works, 
1A longer and more detailed but somewhat repetitious account of the Trent 
development at the time of Confederation is "Deserption of Works on the Treat 
by G. W. Ransey” in General Report of the Commissioner of Public 
Works for the Year Ending 30th June, 1867, pp. 116-30, Vneluded is an elaborate 
table of changes in water levels, of dams, sides, piers, booms, and other works; 
fund in many instances the date of consruction, cot, and other details are given. 





VI. GENERAL TRANSPORTATION 


PTs sane, ecuments i this Section are iustratve of the 
numerous petitions, reports, agreements, and projects with 
respect to transportation that are to be found in every type of 
record of the times. Covering as they do roads, ferries, bridges, 
railroads, and plank roads, these items indicate the continual efforts 
that were made to improve travel conditions. The Rice Lake ferry, 
the subject of Nos. 1 and 2, was apparently inaugurated, though 
it was no doubt superseded by Captain Cleghorn’s steamboat 
Pemedash, a schedule of the operation of which appears in the 
Cobourg Star of July 31, 1833. No. 4, the first report relative to 
the projected railway from Cobourg northward, is a rare item 
found in the Library of the British Museum upon a subject on 
which a book might be written. Nos. 6 and 9 typefy the innumer- 
able petitions for improved transportation facilities; and Nos. 7 
and 8 outline the plans for and construction of the plank road 
which temporarily replaced proceedings on the construction of the 
Cobourg-Rice Lake railway. In the late eighteen-fifties two rail- 
‘ways northward were in operation, and No. 10 provides a summary 
of their early traffic. 


1. Rice Lake Ferry, 1820 


[Archives of Ontario, Crown Land Papers, 61 (11), Ferry Service 
Leases} 


In Council 13% December 1820, 


Administration of Sir Peregrine Maitland K.C.B. Lieutenant-Governor. 
Ordered that John William Bannister, of the Township of Otonabie, 
in the District of Newcastle, Esquire, Lieutenant Royal Navy, Shall 
receive a Lease of the Ferry from Lot number sixteen in the ninth 
Concession of the Township of Hamilton, to any part of the Waters 
of the Rice Lake, and up and down the Rivers Otonabie and Trent, 
for the Term of five years—from the next Quarter day after this 
date, at the annual Rent of One Pound five Shillings Currency, the 
Rent to commence on the said Quarter day and to be paid annually — 
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‘The Lease to be always subject to such Rules and Regulations for 
Ferriage and attendance as the Justices of the said District of New- 
castle in Sessions may adopt. 


John Beikie 
Con Cc 

To 

‘The Attorney General 


2. PETITION FOR A FERRY AT Rice LAKE, 1827 


[Public Archives of Canada, Executive Council Papers, R.G. 1, E. 3, 
Vol, 28, pp. 71-4] 


We the undersigned beg leave to state that in consequence of no 
regular Ferry being kept on the Rice Lake, Persons arriving there, and 
wishing to cross, are often put to very great inconvenience and delay 
and subject to imposition from Persons taking advantage of their 

We are therefore of opinion that the situation mentioned in the 
Petition of Aaron Elsworth is the one most proper for a Ferry upon 
the Lake and we have no hesitation in recommending him as a very 
suitable person to keep the same. 

We are likewise of opinion that it is expedient that some land on each 
side of the Lake should be assigned to the Lessee of the Ferry 





Jobn Covert J.P. Zacheus Burnham J.P. 
W. Falkner J.P. Saml. S. Wilmot J.P. 
John Lester J.P. Elias Jones J.P. 

Chas. Rubidge IP. Walter Boswell J.P. 
David Smart J.P. Richd. Hare 1.P. 

John Brown J.P. J. A. Keeler J 





3. Williams 1.P. 


‘To His Excellency Sir P. Maitland 
KCB. & a & 


The Petition of Aaron Elsworth of the Township of Hamilton in the 
District of Neweastle. 
Humbly represents— 
‘That it would greatly promote the Public convenience in general & 
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particularly add to the prosperity of the Settlements— North of the Rice 
Lake, if a regular Ferry were established & properly conducted, across 
the Rice Lake connecting that line of Road leading from Cobourg to 
Peterboro 

Your Petitioner further represents— that, in order to have the Ferry 
properly conducted, it is necessary that a Ferry-House be kept on each 
side of the Lake; & as the business of the Ferry, would, for some time 
to Come, afford but partial employment & small remuneration to the 
Persons keeping the same, it is desirable that a quantity of land suit- 
able for cultivation be reserved for the use of the Ferry on each side of 
the Lake at, or convenient to, the Landing Place 

‘Your Petitioner therefore humbly prays, that 100 acres of the Town 
reservation in Otonobee adjoining Capt. Chas. Anderson's East Line, 
and 15 acres of the North East comer of Lot No 10 in the 9th Con- 
cession of Hamilton may be reserved for the use of a Ferry— 

‘And your petitioner further prays that the Ferry with the Lands 
reserved for its use, may be leased to him for the Period of 21 Years, 
and in duty Bound will ever pray— 


‘Aaron Ellsworth 


Cobourg April 13th 1827 


Executive Council Office 
York 8th June 1827 


Notice is hereby given, by order of His Excellency the Lieutenant 
Governor in Council, that Sealed Tenders, Post paid, for Lease of the 
Ferry across the Rice Lake, inthe Line of communication leading from 
Cobourg to Peterborough, for the term of seven years, from the first 
cof August next, subject to such Rules and Regulations for Fertiage and 
attendance, as the Magistrates in General Quarter Sessions of the Peace 
may adopt, endorsed “Tender for Ferry"—will be received at this 
Office until the said first day of August, on which day the Lease will 
be adjudged to the Highest Bidder, who will be required to pay One 
Pound, twelve Shillings, and six Pence, Currency before the Patent 
issues, and to enter into the usual Security for the due payment of the 
Rent. 
(Signed) John Small 
‘Clerk Executive Council 
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3. “Tae COMPLAINT oF THE TRENT BRIDGE 
[Thomas Carr in the Cobourg Star, May 10, 1831] 
To the Editor of the Cobourg Star and Newcastle General Advertiser. 
Dear Mr. Editor,— 


‘As complaints for real or fancied grievances are now the order of the 
day, I t00 must lift my feeble voice among my betters, and pour my 
sorrows into your ear—an ear which should be ever open to any 
information, suggestion, or complaint touching public property or 
prosperity. 

Although I form a communication over the noblest river in this 
prosperous district—a river, which, at no distant period will, despite 
of the gay and haughty villages on its front, concentrate and pour into 
Lake Ontario all the wealth produced near its tributary streams—yet 
Thave been unfortunate and neglected ever since the hour of my birth. 
Some indeed say that one of my misfortunes was born with me; and 
‘that, even during my very youth, T could never get one of my feet on 
the ground. 

But my misfortunes have been brought upon me chiefly by an ine 
corrigible, though perhaps a useful, race of mortals called LUMBER- 
JACKS, whom, however, I would name the Cossacks of Upper 
‘Canada, who, having been’ reared among the oaks and pines of the wild 
forest, have never been subjected to the salutary restraint of laws. The 
injuries which they have done me have been marked by wantonness 
and ingratitude; for to them have T been hitherto chiefly useful 

‘One night (I shall never forget it) a band of these foresters having 
reached the foot of the Rice Lake upon a raft, they secured, as they 
thought, their charge to the shore; and being all votaries of Bacchus 
and tormented with an incessant and unextinguishable thirst, they 
adjourned to a tavern to spend the night in the worship of the jolly 
god. Meantime the huge raft, being no partaker of their orgies, took 
its revenge by breaking from its moorings and (dreadful to relate) 
entered the TRENT without a pilot. What was my consternation, Mr. 
Editor, when the great mass of timber came floating on, like an island, 
or like the Kraken, that vast sea-monster, which was seen and described 

‘This bridge connected Asphodel and Percy townships and was 1827, 
ater the previo one, built a yeat ear, had been artied away By spring flood. 
‘The letter appearing on May’ 10, 181, tad apparently some effec for in the 
1852-33 sestons of the Leslative Assembly a grant of £300 was made towards 
its repair, and 2 100 farther fn T834, Soe Section XIT, No.2, Yor & biographical 
ote on Thomas Carr 











GENERAL TRANSPORTATION 21 


by the Danish Bishop of Pontoppidon. On it came, and right against 
my weak part it drove, giving ita lurch to leeward from which it has 
never recovered. 

Another disaster, still more fatal, befell me in the spring of 1830. 
For you must know that these my biter enemies, whose obdurate hearts 
no services of mine can nullify, purposely ran their rafts against me, 
and wishing me with the most cordial goodwill at the d—1. At the 
time just mentioned another raft, manned by a crew of dreadnoushts, 
cither from negligence, drunkenness, or design, ran foul of one of my 
piers which, to my great grief and the detriment of his Majesty's loyal 
subjects, was either cut or carried away, leaving a monstrous chasm 
‘through which the Shannon, with all her studdin’ sails set, might have 
chased the Chesapeake. For this damage no redress could be obtained; 
because, forsooth, there was ether no law or none to prosecute. 

But this, Mr. Editor, is by no means the sum total of my distress. 
For the points of my piers and my legs or posts have been so chafed, 
rubbed, fretted, attrted, and shattered by the ice that unless they be 
speedily cased and protected they will soon fail me, and then there will 
be at once an end to my suflerings and existence. 

It seems, and I am sorry to say it that I have even false friends as 
well as open enemies. For, a subscription having been made lately to 
repair my shattered frame, a person, it has been said, engaged by con- 
tract to make me a new pier as good as the others; to lay my flooring 
with hewed or fatted timber, to straighten my obliquity, and to ease 
all the points of my piers and posts to secure them from further damage 
from ice 

But mark the manner in which I have been treated. The new pier 
is six feet too short and formed of timbers partly decayed; the flooring 
is composed of ugly poles; no casing has been done; and my obliquity 
remains the same. 

‘Now as far as contracts are concerned, my ease, Mr. Editor, is doubt- 
ful, for in this respect I must submit to such treatment as my neighbors 
receive. But might not our legislators, those guardians of public property 
and liberty, pass an act to protect me, and others exposed as Tam, from 
wanton violence, and to place us under the custody of some persons— 
say the Surveyor of Roads, who might be amenable to punishment for 
neglect of duty. 

By making my case known to the public, you may convince me, dear 
Mr. Eaitor, that T have at least one friend, and make me proud when- 
ever you travel this way to convey you safely across the noble stream, 
over which stands the injured TRENT BRIDGE. 
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4, SURVEY FOR THE ConOURG Rail. ROAD Company, 1835 


IA copy of First Report of the Directors of the Cobourg Rail Road 
Company (Cobourg, 1835), Library of the British Museum) 


In laying before the stockholders the Report of the Engineer on the 
‘completion of his Survey, the Directors deem it incumbent on them to 
furnish a detailed account of their progress, and to draw attention to 
some of the most striking points connected with the important work in 
which they are engaged. 

‘Their first object being to obtain, with as much expedition as possible, 
such an estimate of the cost of the undertaking as could be relied on 
with security, they devoted their earliest attention in selecting an 
Engineer of known practical skill to accomplish that task. With this 
view, they opened a correspondence with gentlemen in the United States 
and other parts, from whom they deemed they might obtain the neces- 
sary information. Several Engineers in the former country, who were 
highly recommended, offered to undertake the work, but the Directors 
consider they exercised the trust confided to them with prudence, in 
preferring the services of a gentleman of acknowledged ability and high 
standing in the profession, in their own country; who, having been em- 
ployed by the Government in the extensive surveys of the waters of 
this part of the Province, with which the contemplated Rail-road is so 
closely connected, might be considered as having some claim to their 
particular consideration, 

‘The choice of the Engineer having been thus made," and the terms 
of the Survey agreed on, they instructed him ‘to ascertain the most 
eligible and least expensive route, for a railway from Cobourg to the 
Rice Lake, at that point which might be found most practicable, near 
the direct line of communication with the Otonabee River’. To aid him 
in this work, the Directors spared no pains in seeking all the information 
that could be obtained, respecting the nature of the country and its 
capabilities for the purposes required. Several of them, during the 
progress of the Survey, were nearly constantly employed in examining 
the country personally; and the Engineer acknowledges in his Report, 


N. H. Baird, who was also the original surveyor for the Trent Canal. He was 
susisted by Frederick P- Rubidge, Cobourg, a poct as well as a surveyor. (See 
Section XI, No. 1, for a biographical note and a selection from his verse.) The 
‘original charter of the Cobourg and Rice Lake Rail Road Company is dated 
March 6, 1834, and provided for a captal of £40,000 in shares of 2.10. Con- 
‘Sruction was to start within two years and be finished within eight. Indicative 
‘of the enthusiasm ir the fact that £4680 was subscribed at 4 public meeting ia 
otours the proceedings of which are detailed Inthe Cobourg Star f Ty 8, 
1835, 
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that by their activity his labors were materially lessened, and much time 
was saved. 

To meet the outlay necessarily incurred in this preliminary portion 
‘of the undertaking, the Directors thought proper to callin an instalment 
of 234 per cent on the stock subscribed, which will pay a large portion 
of the expense of the Survey. 

Until the estimate was completed, and the practicability of the work 
ascertained, it was determined not to solicit subseribers amongst those 
whose only object could be the investment of their capital with the 
expectation of a reasonable return; as it was deemed more just that 
the cost incurred in determining whether the work were practicable at 
1 moderate outlay, and could therefore be profitably engaged in, should 
at first be met by individuals whose residence in the country, and 
particular interest in its prosperity, rendered the completion of the work, 
with them, an object of paramount importance. 

It is with much satisfaction the Directors have it in their power to 
state, that the result of the Survey has been in every respect most favor- 
able. 

In the investigation of the country over which the road will have to 
pass, no essential difculty has presented itself, and the estimate does 
not exceed the usual cost of works of a similar description. Although, 
upon an inspection of the plans, it will be found that in the progress 
of the road to the Rice Lake a considerable rise has to be overcome, 
yet, taking the nature of the trade of the country into consideration, it 
will not form any serious obstacle to the undertaking. On a comparison 
of the weight of the productions of the country which will have to 
descend this road to find their market with the supplies which are sent 
into the country in retur, it will readily be conceded, by every person 
‘who has the slightest knowledge of the subject, that the former bears a 
proportion to the latter of at least ten to one; and consequently, if the 
road were perfectly level, ten times more power would be required to 
bring the produce of the back country to market, than would be neces- 
sary for the transport of merchandize to the interior. That which would, 
therefore, prove, under different circumstances, if not an insurmount- 
able dificulty to the success of the work, at least a very considerable 
injury to it, from the nature of the trade for which the railway is to 
prove a medium, becomes a positive advantage. 

The route at present contemplated, without reference to such im- 
provements as may be fasly anticipated from more particular examina 
tion during the progress of the work, will permit the successful 
application of animal or locomotive power upon the whole line; the 
cost of which, ready for complete operation, is estimated at Twenty-six 
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‘thousand eight hundred and thirty-two pounds five shillings and three 
pence, for the grading of a double track, and the completion of a single 
line of railway. A result, in the opinion of the Directors, most satis- 
factory, and as favorable as the most sanguine could have ventured to 
anticipate. 

Jn consequence of the numerous suggestions to the Engineer, of 
probable improvements in the line, all which required particular in- 
vestigation, the Survey has occupied more time than the Directors were 
Jed to anticipate. It was, however, deemed by them to be their particular 
duty to take care that the country should be thoroughly examined before 
the stock was brought fully into the market, in order that enterprising 
individuals, who embarked their capital in the undertaking, should have 
before them an estimate founded upon certain data, 

‘The Survey being completed, and the expense carefully ascertained, 
the Directors have it now in their power, to invite Capitalists to invest 
‘their means in the work, with the confident assurance of a speedy and 
ample return. 

If the cost of this work be considered with reference to the important 
objects to be effected by it, it will be found to bear a proportion more 
inconsiderable than most works of a similar nature. In the interior of 
this portion of the Province we have beautiful lakes and rivers, made 
navigable by nature for vessels of all descriptions, washing shores of 
nearly 200 miles of country, teeming with rich productions, and rapidly 
increasing in population. On the banks of these waters, towns and 
villages are erecting and rapidly rising into notice, while streams, fit for 
all purposes of machinery, pursue their course through the country in 
almost every direction. The only drawback to its prosperity, the only 
‘want, the supply of which would at once render it one of the most rich 
and populous sections of the New World, is an easy and ready access 
to market. When it is considered that this object can be fully effected, 
at a cost of only about £26,000, that this sum will at once open this 
splendid portion of country to the markets of the United States and 
Lower Canada, and through them give access even to the sea, no doubt 
can remain of the advantage of the investment now offered to the Public. 
If it be permitted to speculate upon the probable results, from the 

provement of the magnificent rivers and Takes, which connect the 

Lake with Lakes Simcoe and Huron, which at present engage so 
uch the attention of the Government of this Province, it must be 
allowed not [to] be unreasonable to entertain the expectation, that a 
reat portion of the produce of the Western Country would find its way 
to market over this rail-way. This view of the subject is particularly 
alluded to and supported in the report of the Engineer, and the fact 


















a ‘THE VALLEY OF THE TRENT 


that it would shorten the distance from the Western shores of Lake 
Michigan to the Southera shore of Lake Ontario, (say at Oswego,) 
nearly 300 miles, is amply sufficient to show that this opinion is not a 
mere chimera. It is unnecessary however to resort to this argument for 
the purpose of inducing conviction of the advantages of our under- 
taking, and the return likely to arise from it; the extent of trade with 
the rapidly improving country north of the Rice Lake, which this com- 
‘munication must demand, will surely warrant the outlay of the sum 
required, and the most sanguine hopes of an ample remuneration. 
A. Rubidge, 

Secretary. 

W. Boswell, 
P.CRR.Co. 


‘5. PETITION OF INHABITANTS OF FENELON AND VERULAM 
‘Townstps FoR A Roab, 1842 


[Public Archives of Canada, Public Works I, Vol. 46, March, 1842] 


Peterboro 31" March 42 

F. C, Murdock Esq? 

Chief Secretary 8. &. 
Kingston 

Sir 

Thave the honor to enclose a petition from the Inhabitants of Fene- 
lon & neighbourhood to his Excellency the Governor General praying 
his Excellency to take into consideration the expediency of completing 
the work commenced at Lindsay and constructing a Road from Scugog 
to Windsor? on Lake Ontario. 





"This hope proved far from realization. As the years pasted the scope of the 
tine was extend scrote Rice Lake by bridge, and on to Peterborough. The line 
twas opened with great dct in December 1884, but the intel enthusiasm soon 
Tiuedas aid most of septal investment of shout $1,000 00. Dsring the winters 
{1 1855 and T#S7 the valvay bridge was aqicered out of positon By ice. Com: 
‘tunication across Rie Lake was eat for months, and wat uncertain at best.“ 
‘Tas on the ls train fo Gross the bridge said Wiliam Burnt of Cobourg to the 
Slitor'a 1934, “and te swayed so mich that the pusengers were afraid they 
‘would never feach Harwood.” (See Edwin C. Chilet, Cobourg, 1708-1948 
(Oshawa, 1948), pp. 71.39, for Sm account of the history ofthe ala, and 
St wl over We old roadbed from Cobourg to Peterborough by the author 
Std his sont on May 15 and 16, 1988.) 

“CAn carly name for, Whibs."The reason for frequent petitions for rosds 

rent from the hard conditions of arly travel An example from the central 
‘Ween Valley well lustates the point. The Peterborough Review of Desomber 

8, mentions a project to bridge the narrows at Stoney Lake, presumably 
ft Boshing (Doncink)) The ination was to connect Dummer Township withthe 
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I most cordially join in this Petition being well aware of the immense 

benefit the line of communication there proposed would be to a 

‘umber of very fine Townships as well as Fenelon in which I am deeply 

interested being holder of a large tract of Land there and in Verulam 

the adjoining township. I was among the first that settled in Fenelon and 
have expended a large sum in improving it. 

Thave the honor to remain, 
Sir 
Your Obt Hum! Sert 
James Wallis 


To His Excellency, The Right Honorable, Sir Charles Bagot, G.C-B. 
Governor General of British North America, &e. &. &c. 

‘The Humble Petition of the undersigned Inhabitants of the Town- 
ships of Fenelon and Verulam— 

Sheweth 

‘That your Petitioners, not without feeling of the most devoted Esteem 
& respect, beg leave to approach your Excellency with the subject of 
their Prayer-— 

‘That your Petitioners are Residents of that part of the Province which 
‘was until lately the rear of the District of Newcastle, now forming part 
of the new District of Colborne, in the fourth range of Townships from 
lake Ontario. 

‘That your Petitioners were induced to become setters in this remote, 
though fertile section of the country by the demonstration on the part 
Of the Government of an intention to lay open a communication between 
and the front Townships by means of the numerous Takes and rivers 
which intersect this portion of the Country, but the free navigation of 
which is at present obstructed by natural barriers— That the erection 
of a dock, to effect the above object, at the Town of Lindsay, was com- 
menced, but all operation upon it has been long since suspended. That 
the Iamentably imperfect roads which have been cut through the wilder- 
ness by the needy and thinly scattered pioneers of the forest are such as 








iurcigh Colonization Road, at that time under construction, as may be seen from 
fumetous items in that newspaper in the previous monthe, Work was Begun in 
1860, but the notorious “Burleigh rocks,” and the frequent burning of the bridges, 
‘were difficult hard to surmount, and the road was endely impassable erly in 
R64, At that time, nd earlier, i was a three-day tip from Peterborough to the 
repion north of Stoney Lake. The fist wos by hired team to Young's Poin, where 
4 canoe or other boat could be engaged f0 carry freight and passengers to Fuliew's 
Landing (a sleigh would be sed in winter): from Julen’s travel continded by ox- 
team over what was at best a winter road, the tail often being more readily 
‘efotisted by “packing” the supplies on the shoulders of the traveller. (See 
Poole, 9. cit, pp. 208-11, for a contemporary account.) 
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can be traversed for only a short portion of the year, the husbandman 
being compelled to remain within the circumscribed limits of his home 
for the remainder—his grain & other produce during that time being 
comparatively valueless for want of an avenue by which he may trans- 
fer the same to market. 

‘That such disadvantage naturally chills the ardour of enterprize, 
logs the wheels of industry, and destroys the energy of the agriculturst 
—That it prevents an extensive and fertile region from being made to 
Yield the immense stores itis capable of producing—That it prevents 
the useful Artisan and others from setling among us—since they are 
naturally led to other Countries where more favourable circumstances 
enable the Inhabitants to offer them a more abundant and a more 
certain subsistence — 

‘That your Petitioners beg most respectfully to call your Excellency’s 
tention to this subject and humbly hope your Excellency will be 
pleased to take into consideration the expediency of completing the 
work commenced at Lindsay, inthe Township of Ops, and of construct- 
ing a Plank or other road from the head of Scugog Lake to the Harbour 
of Windsor, by which the Inhabitants of this Portion of the Province 
will be immensely benefited, and a wide and encouraging field will be 
opened to the in-coming stranger and the industrious yeoman of our 
Father Land — 

‘And your Petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray. 





L Fidler James Wallis 
Resident Clergyman of Fenelon Geo H Sanders [7] 
Robert Dennistoun Geot Parker 
John Langton his 
Jno. Hore ‘Thor x Brady 
Chat Hore mark 
James M‘Laren B. Beresford 
his William Jordon 
Wil! x Crowley Alex Umphrey 
‘mark his 
Drury Hutchinson ‘Thomas x Hooke 
Rich! Linehan ‘mark 
George Irwin John Bentley 
Pat. Power Tanziy[?] Bentley 
his ‘W= Montgomery 
Jat x Cook his 
mark John x Cook 


Andrew Mortimer mark 
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‘Arthur MeConnell his 
James Walsh John x Duggan 
James Bell mark 

Alex. Bell Frank Cochlan 
Samuel Walsh wWill= Allen 
Thomas Ellis James Maceulum 
Jobn Jordan We Elliott 
‘Augustus Sawers John Bell S* 
William thornhill John Bell J" 

John Power Robert Irwin 
Robt Brownlee Henry Brassichant 
Horace umphrey William Jones 


Alexander Dennistoun, 
David Mefarland 
William Dick 

Robert Hamilton 


6. ProsECTED PLANK Roap, Conourc To Rice Lake, 1842 


[Public Archives of Canada, Public Works I, Vol. 51, Second Report 
of N. H. Baird, surveyor, on the several routes possible for a road from 
Rice Lake to Lake Ontario. This re-examination may have been due to 
4 long letter of protest by Henry Ruttan in the previous February. 
Baird's first report was dated April 26, 1842] 


“Memoranda on the Plank Road’, October 3, 1842. 
1. The Object to be effected by the proposed road, is to complete 
the Communications between the back country (the chief depot of 
which is Peterboro") and Lake Ontario in such a way as will give the 
inhabitants of that section of country ready access and to the most 
advantageous market by this means to afford them some compensations 
for the want of the natural outlet by the River Trent which they have 
been led to expect would be improved by the Provincial Government 
but which I have understood the Board of Works are not at present 
prepared to recommend as it involves an expenditure of about £200,000 
28 The points to be connected are the Rice Lake and the best 
Market and shipping Port on Lake Ontario 
3¢ T do not conceive the question to be between two roads only— 
there are four roads which necessarily engaged my attention before 
recommending the one adopted by the Board of Works 
‘The 1** Commencing opposite the mouth of the Ottonabee River and 
thence nearly direct south to Cobourg which was the main 
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through fare to L Ontario when Steam Boats formerly plied 
upon Rice Lake 
‘The 2" Commencing from the same point i ¢ the mouth of the Ottona- 
bee river to the head of the Rice Lake or near it, say the old 
Indian Landing, and thence direct to Cobourg about 17 miles 
that is 434 by water distance I take by the Lots allowing for 
angling across and 12% by Land 
‘The 3* from the same point viz the mouth of the Ottonabee River to 
Pt Hope by the Head of the Lake 17 miles—viz about 6% by 
water and 103 by Land 
niles ch 
and the 4" by the road recommended To Cobourg 15 31— 
To PtHope 13 T1—ie 
from the Rice Lake — 


No detailed estimate has been made of the first mentioned route viz 
“from opposite the mouth of the Ottonabee River direct to Cobourg” 
as my Instructions confined me to “at or near the head of Rice Lake” 
as a starting point 

‘The road recommended from the head of Rice Lake 
Cobourg—I estimate it a sum not exceeding £11,000 

‘The road at present travelled from the head of the Lake to Port Hope 
is impracticable for a plank road but with an entire deviation of 3 2/3 








ries would cost about £11,040 — 
if planked to Cobourg — 3250 
making in all about “EIS 290 





‘The road recommended will cost £11,166 2/ to the main road and 
including planking the main road between Cobourg & Pt Hope £4073— 
Making in all for the accommodation of the back Country in a choice 
of markets £15,239— 

‘The road first mentioned in answer to Question N* 3 certainly would 
hhave great advantages in reference to the navigational only but would 
lose the object to be obtained by either of the other routes, of starting 
from a point where there is considerable travel and intercourse with the 
back Country and part by Land. 

If the road were to be confined to one port only on Lake Ontario The 
second Road refered to is preferable in point of practicability & Expense 
to cither of the others and would combine many advantages of a road 
to one point only besides giving facility of access to the District Towns— 

‘No 3 or present travelled road presents great obstacles and obstruc~ 
tions for a plank road but has an advantage ifthe object be to reach one 
port only, in any other respect my opinion is, that the routes No 2 & 4 
are both preferable to it— 








‘The err in sition is Bair Ta is MS. he wrote “11, 8 4 
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PETITIONERS FOR THE PROMOTION OF THE COBOURG AND 
RICE LAKE PLANK ROAD AND FERRY COMPANY, 1845 


‘The road recommended in my opinion combines for greater advan- 
tages than either of the others—I consider it of immense importance to 
the back country, that no step should be taken to give Pt Hope or 
Cobourg any advantage the one above the other; for the competition 
between these two places renders both markets far better than they 
otherwise would be—and the same competition by the plank road as 
recommended would lessen the expense of freight to come from the 
back Country at the lowest calculation 30 pr cent, and to adopt either 
of the other routes would at once have the effect to give the Port at 
‘which the road should terminate, so great an advantage, that it would 
necessarily have the effect to almost destroy the other as a market and 
‘would consequently by putting an end to competition maintain the cost 
of transport at nearly the present rates— 

T have no hesitation in giving it again as my decided opinion that the 
middle road will accommodate a far greater number than either of the 
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fothers, and that itis the only one that offers a fair promise of reason- 
able communication 
N H Baird 
Civil Engr 
Kingston 3¢ October 
1842 


7. Conounc-Rice LAKE PLANK ROAD 


[From the original, presented to the Manuscript Collection, Toronto 
Public Library, by Edwin C. Guillet] 

Agreement between Josiah White et al and the Cobourg and Rice 
Lake Plank Road and Ferry Company. Dated 5th October, 1847. 


Articles of Agreement had made and entered into at Cobourg this 
fifth day of october in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred 
and forty seven. Between Josiah White of Cobourg, Gentleman, Josiah 
Charles White of the same place, Miller, and John White of Alnwick, 
Saw Miller parties of the first part—and “The Cobourg and Rice Lake 
plank Road and Ferry Company” of the second part as follows 
The said parties of the first part for the con- 
sideration hereinafter mentioned do hereby for themselves their Execu- 
tors, Administrators and assigns—covenant promise and agree to and 
with the said parties of the second part their Successors and Assigns 
that they the said parties of the first part their Executors of Adminis- 
trators shall and will at their own proper costs and charges make and 
deliver to the said partes of the second part and thei Successors on the 
Shore at Gores Landing on or before the tenth day of May next properly 
piled up two hundred thousand feet of three inch plank in quality, good, 
sound, plumb measured, square edged and fit for the purpose of the 
road to be approved by the Engineers for the time being, sixteen feet or 
cight feet in length and scantlng four by six inches sufficient to lay the 
plank upon forming two lines of Sills, And enough plank two by eight 
inches to lay one line as far as the plank will extend. And also on or 
before the fifteenth day of June next one hundred and fifty thousand 
fect of plank of like measurement and quality and subject to the same 
approval and scaniling and two inch plank same as aforesaid sufficient 
to lay the said one hundred fifty thousand feet in manner aforesaid. And 
is further agreed by and between the said parties that ifthe said parties 
‘of the first part shall be guilty of any neglect or delay in the delivery of 
the said plank or seantling or ifthe said plank do not answer the above 
description of Stuff and the said parties of the second part shall give or 
Teave notice in writing of such neglect or delay atthe place of abode of 
cither ofthe said partes his Executors or Administrators that then and 
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in such ease it shall and may be lawul to and for the said partes of the 
second part oF their Successors within the space often days after such 
notice given of left as aforesuid in case the said partes of the fst part 
their Exeeutors or Administrators shall not complete the delivery of the 
ssid Lumber at either ofthe sad times aforesaid or in case any portion 
of it shall not be square edged sound and plumb measured as aforesaid 
required of if such portion as may not answer that described be not 
within the time aforesaid supplied in liew of that, that may be cast t0 
purchase from other persons willing to contract for the same, plank and 
Scantling sufcient to complete the above contract of good sound plum 
measured square-edged stuff it forthe Road And shall and may deduct 
and retain to themselves all such sum and sums of money and expenses 
as they shall pay or incur in supplying the said plank or Scantling 

‘And the said partis of the second part do 
hereby for themselves thei successors and Assigns covenant, promise 
and agree to and with the said parties ofthe fist part their Executos, 
‘Administrators and assigns that they the said parties of the second part 
shall and will well and truly pay or cause tobe paid unto the said parties 
of the first part their Exccutors, Administrators and Assigns the sum 
of twenty-five shillings per thousand feet (board measure) of plank 
‘when delivered as aforesaid. And for the Scanting twenty five shillings 
per thousand in manner following that isto say, 

Immediately on delivery of the several quantities one half the value 
thereof and the remaining half due within six months after delivery as 
aforessid. 

‘And for the duc performance and stipulations by them mutually 
entered into each of them the said partis of the fist and second part 
by these presents do bind themselves unto the other of them in the 
penal sum of one hundred and ity pounds of lawful money of Canada 
by way of liquidated damages. And lastly itis hereby convenanted and 
agreed by and between the said parties to these presents that if any dis- 
pute or diference shall happen to arise between them touching thes 
Contract that then and in such case it shall be left tothe determination 
tnd award of three indiferent persons or any two of them one to be 
named by the said parties of the fist part their Executors Administra- 
tors or Atsizns and the other by the said parties of the second part their 
Successors or Assigns and the third by the said two persons 40 to be 
named immediately after such dispute shall arse. 

‘And the said parties hereto do hereby cove- 
nant promise and agree to and with each other that they the said parties 
‘hall and will severally stand to, abide, perform, and keep the award and 
determination of the said three persons or any two of thom so as the 
Same shall be made in writing under the hands and seals of the said 
Arbitrators within one calendar month next after such reference. 
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In Witness whereof the said parties of the first 
part have hereunto severally set their hands and seals. And the said 
Rice Lake Plank Road and ferry Company have hereunto affixed their 
corporate seal and caused to be put the hand of William Weller Esquire 
President thereof on the day and year first above written 


Signed Sealed and ) 
Delivered in presance ot | Josith White 
John Beatty Jr. { Josiah C White 
Witness to first Signature | Jobn White 
John Beaty Jr Wn Weller President 


‘Witness to all Signatures 


‘Memorandum fon back] The Cobourg and Rice Lake Plank Road and 
Ferry Company of the one part and Josiah White, Josiah Charles White 
‘and John White, the parties within named of the second part do hereby 
‘mutually release and discharge cach other from all liability and demands 
‘of what kind or nature soever upon or in respect of the within con- 
tract—and the said Parties of the second part hereby acknowledge pay- 
‘ment in full of all monies due or payable to them by the said Company 
upon the within Contract Dated at Cobourg this Seventh day of July 
‘Anno Domini 1848\— 


‘Signed Sealed and 
Delivered in presence of Wm Weller President 
James Cockburn. Witness to Josiah White 
Execution by the President and TC White 

by Josiah and Josiah Chat 

White — 


8, TRANSPORTATION PETITION FROM INHABITANTS OF 
Port PERRY, 1857 


[Public Archives of Canada, Trent Canal, R.G. 11, PW. 5, Vol. 19) 
Memorial for the Improvement of the Navigation between Port Perry 
‘and Fenelon Falls, 


To the Honourable Francois Lemieux Chief Commissioner of Public 
Works of Canada & &e &e 


©The Cobourg and Rice Lake Road is getting on famously. The whole line is 
now graded, and'a portion of it planked. So good isthe road at present that one 
team can with ease draw 14 DOI, of flour from Gore's Landing to the Cobowrs 
‘wharf twice 4 day. We hope thet our fai townswamen will make the Lords of 
Creston drive them out to Rice Lake at least once a week during the summer, 
twill do all parties good to escape from the dust and dirt of the town. to the 
green Selds an pure air of the county." (Cobourg Star, May 17, I848.) "A fine 
plank-road,” wrote Simuel Strickland in ISS1, "bas been constructed from this 
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We your petitioners Inhabitants of the Village of Port Perry in the 
County of Ontario 

Humbly Sheweth that they have sufered much in consequence of the 
Imperfect state of the Navigation between this place and Fenelon Falls 
during the past season that the Steamers plying between those two 
places and Lindsay could not perform their regular trips and portion 
Of the season one of them was obliged to be confined to Sturgeon Lake 
thereby requiring transhipment at Lindsay of AUl through freight caused 
partialy by the lowness of the water and a bar across the river below the 
Lock at Lindsay, and the Imperfect condition of the Lock and dam at 
Lindsay Alowing the watter to escape and thereby lowering the watter 
{in Scugog Lake. not only preventing the free and easy Navigation of 
the Lake, but a stopage of the Numerous Sawmills to the great damage 
of the owners at this place, your petitioners feel the great and urgent 
necesity of perfecting the Navigation of Scugog Lake and the river 





of the river and building of a new Dock at Lindsay is of great Impor- 
tance to meet the growing wants of the Country, that the completion of 
these works in a good and substantial manner would not only be of 
‘great Importance to this section of the Country, but to the Townships 
lying North of Lindsay, and the construction of Locks at Fenelon Falls 
for Vesels to ascend would open up another new feature to the Country 
lying North and west of Fenelon Falls and bring into market a large 
portion of Government Lands which would be settled and Improved at 
conce, Not taking into account the extensive Lumbering operations 
which would be carried on on those Lakes and rivers. Now lying in a 
state of Nature for the want of a proper communication with the fron- 
tier, and when completed, those lines of Navigable watters extending 
as they do far into the Interior would be of least Importance to every 
portion of the Country with in its Influence as wel as a source of revenue 
to the public Treasury, whearas the present outlay and Imperfect state 
of the Navigation will only be compartively of little or no benefit. 
Your petitioners would most earnestly request that you would lay 
the matter before the Government and take such measures as desired 
advisable to apropriate a sufficient sum of Money for the completion of 
those works or as much as would be deemed prudent with a View to the 
completion of the whole and that the work should be commenced at as 











place (Gore's Landing] to Cobourg, avoiding all the high hills, The stage time is 
{ip hour and a half between lake’ and lake." (Twenty-Seven Years In Canada 
West (London, 1853), Vol. 1, p64) A typescript on plank roads in Canada 
‘West “Plank Roads: an Account oftheir History and Consracton, together with 
‘Travelers Descriptions of Journeys upon Them” by Basin C. Guillet, may be 
found in the Library of Parlament, Ottawa, the Toronto Public Library, and the 
University of Toroato Library. 
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‘early a day as posible and as in duty bound your petitioners will ever 


Pray 


R Lond J.P. 
Edward Major 

Chas Payne 

John W. Davis 

Tho! Paxton 

Joseph Bigelow, P.M. 
William Paxton 
George Paxton 
William King 
William James Trounce 
Robert Parker 

David Rose 

T Bigelow 

John Buchanan 

D. V. Daily 

Tacob W. Straw 

John A. Mason 
William White 

JD Foster 

Robert Kelly 

Daniel [71 

‘Aaron [?] 

Jacob Burnham 





Benjamin Crandell 
Levi Chatelle 
John Platten 

Tho Buchanan 
Jabez Barns 





Chas Weightman 
Jacob Corbman 
‘Alonzo Sexton 
J Smith 


Joseph B. More 
Henry R. Haskin 
Gasper Bowen 
John P Randall 
Harvey Staley 
Geo Everest 
James B Lazier 
James Squire 
‘Andrew Lazier 
William Nott 
Cuff Buland 
John Jeffery 
Isaac Weeks 
Allen J MNab_ 
Jeremiah Centers, 
‘A. H. Doty 
‘Samuel Platten 
John Nichols 
Willis W Cook 
Jesse Treland 
J.C, Bowerman 
W. D. Bowerman 
‘A.B Me Donald 
John Robert Hurst 
ra Whitney 
Silas J. Haight 
IW. Allison 
John Bower 
Solomon Me vaigh 
W. S. H. Smith 
‘Thomas M’Michael 
Fred Vincent 
Geo Goose 
‘Alvan T. Corson 
Pa 
AH. Philips 
‘Waren Norton 
James Good 
W= Vincent 
Joseph G. Schell 
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W" Ross Warren Schell 
We S Sexton Caleb Crandell 
George Cain George Crandell 
James Morris John [7] 


9. EARLY FREIGHT AND PASSENGER TRAFFIC vid RAILWAY 
[Directory . . . of Peterborough and Victoria for 1858, p. 68] 


THE COBOURG AND PETERBOROUGH RAILROAD 


Lumber, Produce, & shipped by Cobourg and Peterborough Railroad from 
‘Peterborough, during the years 1855, 1856, and 1857 








Yeas Lumber— Flour Wheat Weal Potarh—— Lath— 





feet. barrels. bushels, ibs. barrels, bundle, 
1805114142470 asa aagsst agg as 88 
1858 15946188 9.005 Bogor] 300s) BT 8 
1857 13,865,505 OTIS, L717 mT? 5818 AS 





‘The inward freight over the Cobourg Road for the same years amounted to 
1855, 750,300: 1860, $003,340; and 1867, $885,053 


“The number of passenger tickets soldat the Cobourg and Peterborough Railroad 
stations from Ist April, 1857, to Ist Api, 188, was as follows: 











Cobourg to Petrhorough........6888 Peterborough to Cobourg. 800 
Uateimore 20 r 304 

" Braden's 200 Brden's 35 
. Harwood. 400 Harwood 20 
"Nite ‘200 1 Village 53 
"Keene 500, Keene 74 
"Morgan 100 " Morgan's 12 


Making a total received for passenger travel of $15,343.28. 


PORT HOPE AND LINDSAY RAILROAD 


“The returns of freight over the road since it was opened were as fllows: From 
1th October, 1857, to March Bt, 1858 





[881 Toss Merchandise $3070 
22s |" Heavy Freight 2810 
[5248 Barrels Flor 670 

1,858 Bushels Wheat 670 
450,000 Feet Lumber sul 
24 Conds Firewood o 
aclassied 30 

os 

Passengers, 4884. See 

Total sua 





“The gross receipts for April and May 1858 were $10,400.00, 


VI. INDUSTRY: LUMBERING 


Truss Stotio outline the growth of industry, with special refer 
cence to the lumber trade. The early items indicate the common 
practice of stealing timber. Petitions for state aid in the building of 
mills, and for damages as a result of high water held back by dams, 
‘were not infrequent in the period. A particularly valuable list of 
early mills is contained in No. 11, and a summary of industrial 
development in the County of Peterborough in 1861 in No. 12. 
No. 13 is a very early attempt by workmen to regulate their hours 
‘of work; and the section is rounded out by three excellent accounts 
Of the process of lumbering and of driving logs to Quebec. 


1, PETITION FOR SAWMILL AND COMPLAINT OF ILLEGAL Liquor 
‘SALE, SeyMoUR TOWNSHIP, 1810 


[Public Archives of Canada, Upper Canada Sundries] 


Upper Canada. 
York 29th March 1810. 
Sir 

‘Mr Cumming & I have a wish of sawing some of the yellow Pine Tim- 
ber which we have taken on the terms of our Contract, into Ship Plank, 
would His Excellency the Lieutenant Governor be pleased to grant us 
4 License of occupation to build a Sawmill on the River Trent in the 
‘Township of Seymour.—There are many Trees which we have taken 
that fit for nothing else, and a vast number felled in 1808. which we 
could only take on the condition of being permitted to build a Saw Mill, 
that must otherwise be lost. 

T take the liberty of mentioning for The information of His Excel- 
Tency, that a worthless Yanky of the name of Truman Napping, has 
‘without authority set himself down in Seymour, where he has built a 
‘House & vends liquor in the most disorderly manner—He has constantly 
‘a gang of drunken vagabonds about him, of vagrant whites & Indians, 
‘constantly fighting among themselves and abusive to others. Napping, is 
himself @ notorious bad character, and the greatest irregularities have 
been committed in his House—the abuse of the Government and Laws 


24 
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his removal would much contribute to the quiet and good order of 
that part of the Country— 


Major Halton have the honor to be 
Be &e &e Sir 
‘Your Most obedient 
Humble Servant 
‘Miles Macdonell 


2. SALE OF STOLEN ThsneR, SeyMoUR TowNsiP, 1821 


[Archives of Ontario, Crown Land Papers, Correspondence, Memo- 
randa, and Reports on Lumbering] 


Hamilton 30% April 1821 
sir 

T have the honor to inform you that I have made two Journeys to 
Seymour in compliance with your letter of the 8 Instant relating to the 
timber cut in that Township by persons unauthorised and have seized 
the Same—amounting to about Six thousand Pipe Staves—five thou- 
sand feet Square Oak timber, and four thousand West India Staves— 
‘The last mentioned Staves are of little value-—I have advertised the 
same to be sold on the Seventh day of May next—but from the bad 
prospect of the market of lumber this Year in consequence of the report 
‘of duty being placed on that article—and the scarcity of money—will 
(in all probability) render the sale of the lumber merely nominal —I 
am informed that it has been represented to you that I bought the nor= 
way, cut in that Township last Year (by way of Speculation) which 
representation I am bound to say is totally void of fact—and dictated 
by a turbulent and vindictive spirit—for, leaving the impropriety of 
such a transaction out of the question, T would not have taken the said 
norway timber, in the state that it was when sold, even as a present. 

think that I may venture to say that the late depredations committed 
in the Township of Seymour will be the last in that Township on the 
score of lumber. 

Thave the honor to be 


Sir 
‘Your Most Obed 
Jno, B. Robinson Esqr ‘Humble Servant 
Atty-Genl John Spencer, Sherift 
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4, SaLe oF STOLEN Timmer, 1821 


[Archives of Ontario, Crown Land Papers, Correspondence, Memo- 
anda, and Reports on Lumbering) 


Port Hope It May 1821 


Dear Sir 

‘The Sheriff of this District having seized a large quantity of Timber 
which has been cut on the Crown Lands, has given very general Notice 
of the Sale of it on the 7 Inst. Owing to the Belief that prevails of a 
Duty being intended to be laid on American Lumber, I think very few 
if any Bidders will be found—I therefore considered that it would not 
‘be improper in me to suggest to you the expediency of some persons 
being authorised to purchase the said Timber at a reasonable Rate for 
the Government which could then be very easily transported to Quebec. 
And this could be done rather advantageously, and at a moderate Ex- 
pence, because the persons who have got out Lumber and intend going 
down with it would be very glad to attach a few more Cribs (as they are 
called) to their Rafts and thereby ensure to themselves Remuneration 
for their Journey which would have been made at all Events—My 
Reason for making the above Observations is that I perceived a petition 
has very lately been laid before the Imperial Parl’, by some Merchants, 
interested in the Lumber Trade of this Country, which may prevent the 
Enactment of the Law imposing Restrictions. 

David Johns has a large Contract with the Navy for the delivery of 
Lumber at Kingston, and itis possible a great proportion of this now to 
be sold might be disposed of there, in Case of more being wanted—At 
any Rate I think Johns would be a safe hand to take Charge of it to 
Quebec. He is going to Quebec in a few weeks—In Case you approve 
of these Remarks you can submit them to the Gov? but not otherwise. 

Be so good as tell McAulay I rect his Letter and shall not neglect 
it's Contents—At present I know of no person in this District of the 
Name of Wi. Bullock— 

T hope you are all well— 


Believe me Dear Sir 
‘Ye's very faithfully 
G. 8. Boulton 





John B. Robinson Esq 
Atty, Genl. 
‘York 
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6. Permmion oF WILLIAM Purpy, Ops Townsiiip, AND 
Report or A. McDONELL, 1837 


[Archives of Ontario, Crown Land Papers, 62 (1), “Mill Sites 


To His Excellency Sir Francis Bond Head Knight commander of the 
Royal Hanoverian Guelphic order and of the Prussian Military order 
‘of Merit. Lieut. Governor of the Province of Upper Canada &c &e &e 
in Council 

‘The Petition of William Purdy of the Township of Ops in the New- 
Castle District 





‘Humbly Sheweth: 
‘That your Petitioner in consideration of His building a grist and saw 
mill on the Scugog River on lots number 20, and 21. in the sixth con- 
cession of the said Township of Ops, which was expected to be and has 
been a great public convenience & accommodation but has required a 
very considerable investment of money and many privations by your 
Petitioner, received a grant of said lots and other lands amounting 
altogether to four hundred acres and the promise of being allowed to 
overflow so much of the lands bordering on the waters above the said 
mills as should be required for that purpose, in order to have a con- 
‘venient & advantageous use of the mill: that the arrangements between 
the Goverment & your Petitioner were made with the Hon. Peter 
Robinson to whom your Petitioner would respectfully refer on the 
Subject: that your Petitioner is apprehensive that unless some order of 
your Excellency is made, some of the lands necessarily overflowed by 
your Petitioner's mill dam may be granted unconditionally: which 
‘would be not only inconsistent with the promise made to your Petitioner 
without which he would not have undertaken this enterprise but would 
also prevent your Petitioner from using his mill & would prove ruinous 
to your Petitioner. 

‘Wherefore your Petitioner prays that your Excellency will be pleased 
to order that in any grants of such lands a licence to your Petitioner & 
his assigns to overflow them may be reserved, so far as may be required 
for the purposes aforesaid. 

‘And as in duty bound will ever pray 

‘Wm Purdy 
‘Toronto 31* January 1837 





‘With respect to the Petition of William Purdy I beg to state that the 
Mill Site therein alluded to was assigned to the Petitioner on condition 
of his building a good and sufficient Grist & Saw Mill, whereby the 
Settlement in that part of the Country would enjoy the benefit intended 
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by the Government in consideration of such assignment; that from the 
‘confidence reposed in the Petitioners Knowledge in the erection of Mills 
in situations similar to that referred to in his petition, he was recom- 
mended by the Honble Peter Robinson as a suitable locatee for the Mill 
reservation; on which he has since built Mills in every respect adequate 
to the demand of the surrounding Country.— 

I would also state that being in charge of the Settlement forming in 
the Township of Ops I was necessarily made acquainted with the 
‘understanding that existed between the Petitioner and the Government, 
and I have no Knowledge of any promise of indemnification as to the 
overflowing of any other lands than those on the Shores of the Skugog 
River in the immediate neighborhood of the Works, and then in the 
hands of Government and for which I believe no patents have issued 
without a protecting clause—All which is respectfully submitted — 

‘A. McDonell 











‘Toronto 2° February 1837 


7. PETITION OF CHARLES BLUE ef al., ELDON Townsuip, 1838 
[Archives of Ontario, Crown Lands Papers, 62 (1), “Mill Sites!) 


Unto His Excellency Sir George Arthur Lieutenant Governor &c & of 

the Province of Upper Canada 
‘The Petition of Charles Blue and other Inhabitants of the Township 
of Eldon in the NewCastle District 

Humbly Sheweth 
That we your humble & loyal subjects humbly request that our ex 
treme case would be taken into your Excellency’s consideration in 
rendering more or less aid to building a grist Mill in this Township 
which is a sequestered valey surrounded with great swamps and at 
the distance of twelve miles from the nighest Mill. providing a pair 
of millstones was granted we should be well pleased and would 
‘manage the rest of the Mill ourselves and your petitioners as in duty 
bound will ever pray 





Eldon 13 July) George Campbell John. McCallum 
1838 Duncan Campbell Neil Smith 

Jas. McDonald ‘Arch! McArthur Colin McLancy 

Arch McFadyen Alex’ McEachern——Aarichibald MeCofer 

‘Allan MacEachern Farquhar McEachern Archy McCafer 

Donald Gunn Neill McEachem Donald McCofer 

Arch! Campbell ‘Alex™ MeAlpin John Well 


David Logan, Gilbert McAlpen Peter Smith 
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TRENT RIVER LUMBERMEN PETITION THE BOARD OF WORKS, 
1856 (a) 


[12] DRIVE OF LOGS, RICE LAKE, 1861 





The cookery and sah inthe Fearon 





(13) BLUEBERRY RIDGES, MOUNTAIN 
q SKE. BURLEIGH TOWNSHIP 
Tyo ef ano ne tein 





[14] CUTTING THE KEY LOG IN A JAM (15) THE MULEY UP-AND-DOWN SAW 
A hazardous operation in low-ivins ‘Comitonly wed before 1450, 


[16 | SQUARING TIMBER 
Virgin pine was very erent fom the meer 





8] A DRIVE OF LOGS IN KATCHEWANOONK 
Locate below Young's Point, the home of George M. Douglas sin the hackground 





[20 ) RIVER-DRIVING 





[21] LOG-IAM, FENELON FALLS 


HARWOOD 





WILLIAMS GOLD MINE, MARMORA, 1873 
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‘TRENT RIVER LUMBERMEN PETITION THE BOARD OF WORKS, 
1856 (6) 
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Duncan MacEachern John McAlpen ‘Angus Fergeson 
‘Niel McFarlane James McAlepen Alex" Fergeson 
Edward Maden Gilbart MeAlpen Arch Stewart 
‘Winn Mitchell Duncan Mcintyre John Stewart 
Robert Williamson Angue McIntyre D. Cameron 
Malcolm McEachem Andrew McIntyre Duncan 

John McEachern Archibald McDugald McCorquordale 
Donald Campbell Donald McDugald _Isace Ferguson 
James Fresar Andrew McPherson Arch McIntyre 
Donald McArthur Hector Grant ‘Axchibald Jackson 
Hugh Campbell John Grant ‘Alex™ Currie 

John Brown Neil Smith ‘Archy McDiffe 
Jobn Brown Donald Grant Alex" Ross 
Malcolm McArthur James Ure Duncan 

Rodrick Grant John Anderson ‘MeCorquodale 
Alext Grant Donald Anderson John McCorquodale 
Archibald McArter_ Alex" Anderson James MeLachlen 
John Meinnes ‘Alex’ McDonald William -MeLachlen 
Jobn McIntyre ‘Edward Mather Archibald Spenck 
Peter Campbell Walter Pepper Archibald Currie 
John Campbell Archd Sinclair Jobn Ray 

‘Alex* Campbell Angus McLeoud ‘Archd Ray 
‘Acchibald Campbell Thos. Dunn Colin Ray 
Malcolm McEchnie John Mahoney Hugh MacEachern 
Dugal McGithrie James FitsSimans -Eachon MacEachern 
Robart McKay Robt Ringland Donald McFadyen 
‘Alex? Campbell John Ringland Gilbert Keith 
Duncan Campbell Robt Ringland Junior John Smith 

John McArthur Donald McQuaige ‘James Campbell 


8. Tue Quesec Timmer Trave 
(@) EXCERPT FROM LETTER OF HENRY FOWLDS! TO HIS SON, 1851 
Un the Possession of Mrs. Helen Marryat, Hastings) 


‘Quebec 23% June 51 Dear James 
My five Drams got down 
in Safety Saturday afternoon the weather calm landed 12 drams in 


‘Henry Fowlds was born in 1790 in the Isle of Skye. In 1881 he purchased 
from the Honourable James Crooks 1171 acres of land at Croots' Rapids, ine 

ing the millsite and water power. Long a suocessul lumberman and publi 
‘pried citizen, he wou the founder of the village of Hastings and_gave it ts 
mame in TSS? in commemoration of Lady Flora Hastings of whom he had been 
at Noyhood sane, He died in 1872. Mrs. Marryat is his ereat-granddaughte. 
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Gilmours Booms containing three of Adam Earhearts gatherd timber 
‘and 9 drams of Charles Townsends Mine with 3 drams of Gilchrists 
was to have been left at M" Walkers we ley far out in the tide water 
there being a large Otawa Raft between us and the loading Pears And 
finding that I was expected to bring the timber to the litle River at any 
rate intel Sold T thought I might Save time in dooing so at once I could 
‘aot bargain in Montreal with the Agent for the Lumber Merch* left 
them £10 to put me in Paradis Boom and thought I should do better 
below but was mistaken every Boat is in the midst of their hearvest and 
was forced to go over to Point Levee to try the lumber merch* again 
where She had gone to take in coal and agreed for £8 15s. on Sunday 
morning about light it blew heavey draging the Boat and tossing the 
timber much but they lost none And got in themselves freed from the 
Boat Today Monday I have got £250 and paid of the hands honestly 
‘and as I think fairly without any grumbling 
imber has been sold as high as 7# pr foot from samples in Shiping 
‘order but measured off T cannot say what T will get perhaps 644 and 
10% for Elm More has been gotten for alittle larger ave say 114 Scott 
of Scott & Robb is after it would like to have it for 6 perhaps 614 but 
have not had oppertunity of judging its value will try tomorrow 

Henry needs £15 more than I sent him and must try and send it 
forthwith I wish he mey come with the first Tow in cribs lathed i 
just as good and will sell much better And by all means steal ahead of 
the rest for which purpose has sent him 3 Sails which is absolutely 
needful. I ree Mr Crooks letter and accepted his preposal of 27th May 
with the proviso that the Board of Works allow the uce of the waste 
way for the purpose of obtaining their permission for that purpose 1 
have wrote James Hall to try and refere theme to Mr Crooks for ex- 
plination I ask £5000 to deliver 100,000 of hardwood 100,000 of pine 
and say 25000 1* & 2 Deal next year in market E. Bustll says enquire 
at Henry who says he will take it into concederation as there is no haste 
Paradis & Anderson will shortley give me an answer I believe I shall 
‘et it from eather 

T wrote Crooks that T would prefere his allowing the operation at 
‘Crooks to be suspended for the present as T wished Miller to finish the 
work begun as I should choose and by in the materials for that purpose 
myself. . . Temperance goes hard. I drink only som cordial it is too 
cold for Spruce beer besides it disagrees with me as well as Soda water 
‘And drink something I must truely I am paying for nothing 

Henderson had his timber better than last year loaded but the best 
‘of some of the Cribs is in the bottom. Still his taste is however much 
better than last years foreman & Henry speaks truth when he says he 
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hhas no taste at all but crowded and careless loading will not sell a raft. 
‘A Heavey Blow and storm of Rain has done much dammaige here 
‘on Sunday morning 2 rafts the property of an Otaway lumberman called 
hhas been wrecked to single pieces above Carush and others at, 
Wood & Petries lying outside Boom has suffered And it has turned out 
very fortunate that care was taken of ours on Saturday night or we 
would nor could not have escaped. I will do all I can to hurry the Sales 
‘of what is here and get it imadiately measured And will not lost sight 
of Henry will write him imadiatley The Boilar for the Lake Steam Tug 
should be got upon the Novelly principle And the Engine ought to be 
hhad in the States with a moving cillender and ocetating valves which 
is caused by the motion of the cillender hanging as it docs on pinions 
Pipe-staves were invariably made from blue or white oak, while 
like the knobs of a cannon. . 





Henry Fowlds 


(b) FOWLDS'S OFFER TO DELIVER TIMBER IN QUEBEC, 1856(?) 
Un the possession of Mrs. Helen Marryat, Hastings] 


I hereby ofer Messrs Gilespie & Co” of the City of Quebec to place 
in William Walkers Booms of that Ctiy in or before the Month of 
‘August next Square timber Spars of Red pine & White pine Masts to 
the Amount and value of Nine thousand pounds and over at the follow- 
ing valuations 

“white pine @ 6K pr foot 

Red pine @ 7%" * 

Elm timber @ 9¢ " 


ie pie gs nr a a nr 2 215 ch 


and pay them 5 pr C* for Sales and guarentee requiring them to give 
their letter of C* to the Montreal or Comercial Bank to accept paper 
drawn on them by me payable by them maturity in Quebec to the 
amount of Five thousand pounds Currency drawn as follows 
£1000 in Dect next 
1000 in Jan” next 
1000 in Feb next 
1000 in March next 
1000 in May next £2000 coming due in June 
£2000 coming due in July 
11000 coming due in August 
and to pay the raft hands on placing the raft £1000. 
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9. TAKING SQUARE TIMBER FROM STURGEON LakE TO QUEBEC, 1849 


[John Langton,4 Early Days in Upper Canada: Letters of John Lang- 
ton (Toronto, 1926), pp. 201-9] 


June 18th, 1849 

Our lumber after all sorts of ups and downs, sometimes getting easily 
through bad places and being awfully detained at easy ones, has got to 
Peterborough at last, with the loss of only four sticks left behind and 
available for next year and one spoiled.” As an illustration of the uncer- 
tain freaks of the Gaddess that presides over lumber I may mention that 
we had two bad sticks, a crooked one and an unsound one, which we 
meant to leave behind, but like the bottle imp we never could get rid of 
them. The crooked went over everything without touching and reached 
Peterborough where it lay exposed to public view, to our confusion and 
disgrace, one whole month before it was joined by its fellows. The un- 
sound one formed the foundation of almost every jam in the river, and 
even after it was cut in two parts pertinaciously annoyed us all the way. 
My first estimate of the cost down to Peterborough was £2 or £2.58 
per stick, but I do not think they have cost more than £1. 10s or £1 
15s at farthest. £1 more will certainly take them down to Quebec. 
What they will fetch there itis impossible to find out. Nobody will tell 
who knows, and very few know anything about that description of lum- 





‘among the most capable and publi spirited ploners inthe Trent Valley was 
John Langton (1808-1894), ort in Lancashire of mercantile parents, Be was 
‘Gucafd” st Pesalrs!s Instone in Switzerland nd” by private tutors. When 
fovery mceceed aflvence inthe familys fortnes;Yobn Langton emigrated 1o 
Exinds in 1693 soon after graduation from Cambridge. Four years later is 
father, hr ster’ Anne, and several others of his family followed, and “Blythe 
erm." 'on Storgeon Lake near Fencion Falls, tecime ther home. In 188 
‘mario Lydia Dunford, daughter of the Church of England Incumbent. Prom 
‘ont in the lumber business, Warden of the Colborne Dini, snd subsequently 
‘ember ofthe Legulatve Assembly, Langton ws noted for hit shrew estimate 
ff men and affine best exemple, pethapy by” his atte opinion ag 
Church of England monopoly of Clergy Reserves, in which conttoverny he fell 
foul of the leral hierarchy, wpon whose hese let fll some caustic com: 
mens He wat appointed int Avditor of Public Accounts: At Confederation he 
Fame Avlitor General of Canada snd wae long an authority om public Rance 
Hs welldeveloped seme of humours excmpled by bis comment about the 
ft sc setters on Sturgeon Lake, who mide up im quai for tel nck of nu 
ters fr, ashe put four of thon “have beet ata univers, one atthe mil 
{Sry colloge at Woolwich, and the snc, though boasting no hich honours, Bas 
bal deitn aver outa ands wile wo faye the fie” Lengon én 
‘Toronto‘on March 15,1895 

“he Peterborough ‘Review of Sune 17, 1864, sates as a news item that on 
days run down the Otonabee from Lalefeld to Peterborough wat 280 crm 
‘roca by 1150 men. A jm causa theehour delay, bu there wat no Woenet 
Simong the French-Canadian rvermen. 
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ber, I knew a raft last year of seventy, of which the twenty best sold for 
£8; and we hear on good authority that the owner was offered 25. 
10s for the rest this spring. Now we have very few as bad as his best, 
and I have had pointed out one or two of ours which they say are worth 
£20 or £25, This looks well but per contra I learned from the manager 
of one of the larger lumbering firms at Quebec that the annual demand 
is only for about 2,000 pieces and that their house is concerned in about 
1,500; but he adds that there is always a demand for such sticks as 
some of ours which he saw, and I don't think he saw our best. 











10, REMINISCENCES OF ROBERT HARRISON, ASPHODEL TOWNSHIP 
[Peterborough Daily Evening Review, October 27, 1902] 


Being at this time engaged in various branches of the timber trade, 
‘our practice was to mulnette the square pine, load it, all that it would 
float, with pipe staves (which were then in good demand for the West 
India trade), take all down the river and sell out at the Trent, and in 
these respects our efforts were almost always crowned with success, 
‘These events took place in the thirties, and even then money was gain- 
ing a wider and better circulation; the pulse of Colonial life was making 
itself felt with fairly regular beat in the hearts and homes of families far 
removed from the centres of, perhaps more active, yet certainly not 
‘more forceful thought that inspired the leading minds of those com- 
‘munities that were rapidly and permanently lining the shores of the 
seater waters to the south. 

In those early days the timber casily obtainable in Asphodel was of 
‘great size, and very much of it was of the finest quality. Let one or two 
tances in the experience of the narrator be here cited in illustration of 
the foregoing statement. Shortly after the erection of Walker's Mill we 
were engaged taking our saw-logs on the high sandy ridges a mile west- 
ward, known as ‘Walker's Mountains’, when from a pine tree little 
‘more than three fect in diameter at the ground we cut eleven twelve 
foot sawlogs; the top end of the top log was a foot in diameter, and 
showing but a few small knots. This was in 1832. On another occasion 
‘we took out a mast from Lot 15, con. 4, that measured one hundred 
and twenty feet in length, and had a diameter of forty-two inches at what 
‘was known as the ‘first partner’, which, in that instance, would be the 
distance of forty feet from the ‘grub’, one-third of the entire length. The 
largest piece of square timber ever taken out in Asphodel was cut on 
the west half of Lot 12, con. 3, by the men employed by Foley and 
Grover of Norwood. The stump of the tree, where cut, was seven feet 
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six inches in diameter, and the piece contained by admeasurement nine 
hundred and sixty cubic feet of timber. Every man in the shanty, cook 
included, got on the piece and danced jigs, reels and homnpipes on its 
surface fo the music of the fiddle for the two miles’ distance between 
the shanty and the landing place at the forks of the Ouse. The hauling 
and landing of masts, while at times very laborious work on the men 
and horses, had, withal, a spice of real danger to the limbs and lives of 
both sufficiently great to make the work of the mast gang lively, ex- 
citing, and dashing; being ever surcharged with the spirit of daring 
amounting to fascination. To command twenty-two span of spirited, 
active, powerful horses hitched to a ‘bridled” mast-sleigh to prevent the 
liability while crossing steep ridges to being ‘jacked’ as the mast broke 
over the hillerests and rushed headlong towards the valley beneath, with 
teamsters mounted and every horse of the forty-four galloping for life at 
full speed; usually on a crooked road, frequently leaping the ‘lead-chain’ 
sideways to avoid being caught and thrown, is by no means the office 
of a sinecure, and has furnished the numberless experiences in the life 
of the narrator not easily either imagined or described. This much for 
the road; now for the landing, Delaney's was a splendid landing on the 
Trent, two miles below Hastings. A long but not too steep slope formed 
the north bank of the River Trent at this place. Winter was very rapidly 
becoming a thing of the past on the occasion in question. The ground 
was being laid bare of the fast-melting snow. The last monster pine was 
yet lying prone in the mast-road at the foot of a ridge where, at near 
‘one o'clock in the morning, the sleigh ‘bridle’ had given way, and the 
sleigh was ‘jacked’. But this last mast of the season must be landed 
‘early next morning, for the ice at Delaney's was fast becoming honey- 
‘combed. Every horse and every available man was, at day light next 
morning, called into requisition. The tacklings were all made ready, 
‘and mast rolled over and the ‘jacked’ sleigh tuned right side up, and 
right end ahead once more. Soon the giant was loaded and again slowly 
moving, for the trusty forty-four men were obliged to test their firm 
‘muscle and rigid sinew to the utmost. The hilltop was gained; the 
hundreds of broad acres of clearing were passed, the brow of the Tong 
slope to Delaney's was at last reached. The sun was high in the noon- 
day skies and shone with all the brilliancy and strength of his early April 
igor. The flanks of the horses were heaving from long applied and 
strenuous exertion. A ten minutes’ rest was taken, for the work had 
‘been heavy for the past few hours, and the giant had to be roused from 
his slumbers again, as teamsters bringing forward their peeled skids 
izave evidence of the effort yet to come before the monster would begin 
his head-long rush for the landing berth of his fellows. But, right there, 
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the element of extreme danger lay shimmering in the sunbeams, and in 
the water-covered and honey-combed ice of that splendid river. Soon 
‘the skids were in position and everything made ready for a start. The 
preliminary order ‘tighten up’, then the command ‘All together’, were 
responded to very closely, yet very quietly, for the men seemed im- 
pressed with a sense of unusual danger from the ice beneath. All seemed, 
instinctively, to become silent, save for an occasional word of direction, 
soon changed to fiery usging to the far ahead lead to ‘clear the way’, 
as the occasional swish of the Iead-chain on the icy slope or the clank- 
ing of the whittletrees against the heels of the horses indicated that the 
‘mast-sleigh with its ponderous load was coming with an ever-increasing 
‘momentum and carrying destruction to everything caught or overtaken 
in the descent. Urton Hill, my trusty lieutenant, had in the meantime 
daringly mounted the mast, immediately in rear of the chain, and was 
carrying a keen-edge six-pound blocking axe in his hands, which he 
used in liew of a balancing pole. Every horse had soon reached the ice, 
‘and all were galloping at the top of their speed; the mast was well-nigh 
full length from the shore when the ice suddenly broke under the great 
strain, and mast, sleigh, and twelve span of the rear horses were in a 
moment, with their riders, floundering in the mass of broken ice and 
water. Ten span of the forward horses were yet on sound ice; there 
remained not a single moment to be lost, otherwise all might be lost 
with it, Instantly the command ‘Cut the Mast Chain’ was given, and 
Hill’s axe swept down upon it like a flash, completely severing it at one 
blow. Then almost as quickly the order ‘heavy on the lead’ was followed 
by descending whips on the flanks of the horses that were stil out of 
the water, and though not another word was spoken by anyone, each 
man and horse seemed to work instinctively, with a will; and in less 
time than is required to tell the story of their escape, men and horses 
were all safely standing on the unbroken ice, very little the worse of 
this their last adventure of the season before disbanding for our homes 
fon the nearby farms. Blue and white oak, too, was frequently to be 
found with diameter at the stump of more than forty inches, and a 
height of sixty to seventy feet without a branch. 

As the forest rapidly receded before the powerful, well-aimed blows 
of the woodsman’s axe the industry of making pot and pearl ash was 
introduced in the neighborhood of the west branch of the Ouse by the 
late Henry Fowlds, Wheat, too, began to be extensively raised and pre- 
pared for market—not only at Cobourg but at Keene and other points 
of increasing interest. Prices for grain increased with the ever increasing 
demand; labor, by hand, became every year a little higher in price; 
farm hands eagerly taking up land and making homes for themselv 
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flal-threshing became a tedious, expensive, and unsatisfactory method— 
largely owing to the fact that the chaff could not always be effectually 
removed from the grain. In the rank condition in which wheat usually 
grew in those days the fal left great quantities of chaff known as ‘white- 
‘caps’ and which was objected to by the wheat buyers 
‘Thus matters progressed until in the year 1843 George Ashe of Cold- 
springs in the township of Hamilton, county of Northumberland, intro- 
duced the first threshing-machine—an open cylinder—but it remained 
for the late James Fife, lot 12, con. 1, to be the first owner of a thresh 
ing-machine operated and owned in the township. James Fife, Donald 
‘Cameron, Hugh Christie, and myself were the first in the township to 
‘own and work the spring-tooth, handlift horse-rake, we each having 
purchased one of those horse-rakes on the same day of July in the year 
1852. The first eliptc steel-spring carriage was brought into the town- 
by the late Henry Fovlds, then of Westwood; it was a three-seated 
family carriage, seats all facing forward, capable of seating nine full- 
grown people, and apparently strongly enough built to successfully carry 
three times that number of full grown men of the average avoirduy 
weight. This was in the year 1850, and at its first day’s real service in 
the township Mr. and Mrs, Fowlds, Mr. Jas. Fowlds and his wife and 
two of their children, Miss Elizabeth Fowlds and Messrs. Harry and 
William Fowlds all rode quite comfortably to attend divine service, con- 
ducted by the newly-inducted minister, Rev. Francis Andrews, in 
Cameron's school house. Shortly after this Mr. Fowlds gave the deed of 
an acre of land and enough lumber to build the Presbyterian church, 
now standing on the south-west comer, lot 11 
township of Asphodel. For a number of years, during the sixties, this 
church edifice was occupied by both the Presbyterians under the pas- 
torate of the Rev. Francis Andrews, and the Church of England, under 
the pastorate of Rev. Michael Angelo Farrar. But, returning to more 
primitive times, the first religious services held in the township were 
conducted by a layman, the late John Cameron, at his home at Camer- 
on’s Point. The Indians had, some of them at least, been converted 
to Christianity about this time; but the precepts of the white man’s reli- 
gion not being always carried out by him in practice, the Indians did 
not always agree to be governed by it; and although all were nominally 
Christian, the Tate James Cameron has frequently told me of seeing the 
children of the forest performing acts of heavily beating their bare chests 
with their clenched fists, and with faces upturned towards the sun, indi- 
cating in these ways and by a sort of weird chant or dirge, that they 
were either lamenting the loss of their dead ones or engaged in solemn 
acts of Sun worship. 
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Be these things as they may, changed conditions of life, dwelling in 
houses instead of wigwams, the clearing up of the country, and the 
advance of civilization are clearly proving that the Indian is fast passing 
away and only at rare and long intervals are they now seen in the 
township. 

While the work of clearing the land was necessarily slow and labori- 
fous yet it was not without many pleasing features both as regards the 
nature of the work itself—wholesome, though heavy—and the abun- 
dance of good cheer which usually accompanied its performance. The 
‘common practice among farmers in clearing their lands was to cut down 
the timber in fallows of from ten to twelve acres in extent. The under- 
brush was first cut, trimmed, and carefully laid in heaps, as far as pos- 
sible lengthwise, especially if any considerable quantity of beech ot 
birch timber grew upon the land, as the brush of these woods, also 
black oak and butternut, were difficult to bun when clearings were 
small and the seasons wet. All fallen timber, too, was cut in convenient 
lengths for logging, which was usually from sixteen to twenty feet, as 
the underbrushing progressed. A good chopper invariably followed the 
terms of an excellent, though unwritten law pertaining to land-clearing, 
which may be here briefly stated; that is to say, underbrush, which 
included all young trees of four inches and under at the ground, were 
to be cut at not more than three inches above the surface; all fallen 
timber except such as would make either pipe staves, square timber, 
saw logs, or fence rails, was to be cut into logging lengths as the under- 
brushing proceeded and an acre in extent of such chopping was, by 
‘common consent, allowed to be a fair day’s work for a good axe-man. 

Pipe-staves were invariably made from blue or white oak, while 
square timber and sawlogs were usually cut from white or yellow pine, 
it being the timber chiefly in demand as sawn lumber or square timber 
cither for home use or frontier market. Fence-rails were made from all 
varieties of oak and pine, and from white and black ash, cherry, butter- 

grey and rock elm, cedar, basswood, and even red beech, maple, 
and black birch were used for making fence rails when other more 
suitable timber could not be obtained in sufficient quantity, within the 

is of the fallow to enclose it with a five-rail fence with locks and 
rider. Timber suitable for fence rails whether it were fallen timber or 
that which was cut down in chopping a fallow, was not cut into the 
ordinary twelve-foot rail lengths, or even cut off where the tree was of 
no further use for rails, for the very good reason that if so cut off the 
entire tree would in all probability be greatly damaged if not entirely 
destroyed by fire in the work of burning off the brush, usually done in 
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May or June, Land clearing was sometimes done by contract, but as a 
rule by the settlers themselves, and the chopping and logging was fre- 
‘quently done by ‘bees’ to which the men would collect for a radius of 
one to three or four miles. Five men formed a gang of loggers, one of 
them being a teamster in charge of his yoke of oxen. A fallow of ten 
acres was staked off into one acre parcels and when a teamster and a 
sang got their acre logged the day's work was by common consent, at 
an end with that gang. If, however, any gang should have fallen upon 
a piece of bad fortune in the way of an extra heavy ‘through’ as the acre 
parcels were called, his more fortunate comrades as a rule assisted him 
to a finish. Severe contests for who would have his ‘through’ completed 
first often occurred, yet owing to dificulties in timber or the nature of 
the ground in the various ‘throughs’ the best men and best oxen did not 
in all cases succeed in being first done. After the day's logging was over 
sports were usually engaged in, such as foot races, leaping, vaulting with 
the pole, and wrestling, and the Township of Asphodel produced in 
‘those days not a few rare champions in the line of athletic sports as well 
as in the safer and more permanent results obtained from clearing the 
land of timber and subsequent tillage of the soil. Severe contests would 
take place at bam raisings, not only as to which side would seal their 
vietory and claim their laurels through their having their plate first in 
position and pinned down, but the contest would often be continued 
‘until nightfall in the matter of athletic sports. The personal experiences 
‘of the narrator in two oF three instances in the above connection may 
be related here in evidence of the nature and extent of the feats some- 
times performed at bam raisings. On the day of the raising the first 
frame barn on the Robert Humphries homestead the narrator was 
chosen captain on one side and vietory was wrested from his opponents 
with Tong odds in placing the plates. The cheers of the 
ret by the vanguished with the retort that the vietor’s captain was too 
badly used up in his efforts to win success to be capable of eng: 

the athletic sports that were to follow the erection of the frame. Thi 
was a challenge of no mean order in the estimation of one who has 
never yet been beaten by his fellows in athletic eicles. 

‘The gauntlet was no sooner flung down on this as on every other 
‘occasion than it was picked up by the narrator, as the victorious side 
ssa matter of honor was bound to meet all challenges from any quarter 
whatever. At that time Mr. Humphries owned a span of handsome 
dappled grey horses that stood sixteen hands in height. This team had 
been used in hauling the timber to convenient places for the men to Tift 
it and place it together in bents, and when the raising contest began the 
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team of horses was left standing on a smooth, grassy plot a few rods 
distant. When the vanquished captain of the barn-raising called out his 
challenge in athletics it was instantly responded to by the narrator who, 
throwing off his round-about jacket, called out: ‘Here, then, for a leader’, 
and with a run of twenty feet in length cleared he landed safely on 
feet on the furwithers of the dappled greys and other side, the feat being 
thus done on level ground. The narrator, in company with the late 
Robert Steele and others, frequently performed feats at barn-raisings of 
walking from opposite plates to the end rafter, there lock arms, make 
4a right-about-face, and return to the starting point. 

Feats of slack and tight rope walking, wrestling, vaulting with the 
pole, leaping, lifting heavy weights, ete., were the usual sports engaged 
in by the young men of those days, and few serious accidents of any 
kind attended their performance. 

‘One good result that followed was to be found in the fact that to 
‘engage in such sports tended to draw the attention of the younger men 
from the use of ardent spirits and directed their minds and their physical 
‘energies into better channels. 








11, EARLY MiLLs IN PETERBOROUGH AND VicToRIA CouNTIES 


[Directory of the United Counties of Peterborough and Victoria for 
1858 . . . (Peterborough, 1858), pp. 64-8) 


LIST OF SAW MILLS. 

Seawright’s Saw Mill: Thos. Seawright, Proprietor. Situated on outlet of 
Round Lake, Lot 19th, 6th Con., Belmont. 1 saw, cuts 4,000 feet per day. 

Breakenridge Mill: Jehiel Breakenridge, Proprietor. Situated on same 
stream, Lot 18, in Sth Con., Belmont. 1 sav, cuts 4,000 feet per day. This 
mill also contains a run of stones for gristing. 

Holeomb’s Mills: John Holcomb, Proprietor. Situated on Lot 12 in 2nd 
Con., Belmont. 1 saw, cuts 2,000 feet per day. 

earce's Mill: Peter Pearce, Proprietor. On Lot 6th, in 9th Con., Belmont. 
1 saw, cuts 2,000 feet daily 

Holbrook’s Mills: James Holbrook, Proprietor. On Lot 4th 
Con, Belmont. 1 saw, cuts 3,000 feet per day. 

‘Norwood Mills: P. M. Grover, Proprietor. In village of Norwood. 1 saw, 
‘cuts 4,000 feet per day. 

Grover’: Mills: P. M. Grover, Proprietor. About a mile from Norwood, 
1 saw, euts 4,000 feet per day. 

‘Westwood Mill: Ewing & Roxborough, Proprietor. Village of Westwood, 
1 saw, cuts 4,000 feet per day. 

Ewing's Mills: R. D. Ewing, Proprietor. Lot ...in 2nd Con., Asphodel. 
Patent circular saw and 1 upright saw, cuts 15,000 feet per day, 


the 8th 
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Hastings Mill: Messrs. Fowlds, Proprietor. Village of Hastings. 1 ‘yankee 
gang’, 1 muley, and 1 circular saw. Cuts 14,000 feet per day. 

Pyne’s Saw Mill Lot 19, 3rd con, Dummer. 1 sav, 2,000 feet a day. 

Richie's Saw Mill. Lot 3, 3rd Con., Dummer. 1 saw, 2,000 feet a day. 

‘Choate's Saw Mill: T. G. Choate, Proprietor, Warsaw. 1 saw, 3,000 feet 
a day. 

Buck's Saw Mill. Lot 8, 9th Con, Dummer. 1 saw, 2,000 feet a day. 

Carveth’s Mill: $. Carveth, Proprietor. Lot 13, 2nd Con, Dummer. 1 
saw, cuts 2,000 per day. 

Ferrier's Saw Mill: Ferrier, Proprietor, Douro, Has not been working for 
some time. 

Sawers’ Saw Mill. A. Sawers, Proprietor. Douro, Has also been idle for 
some time. 

‘Shaw's Mil. Village of Lakefield, Douro. This mills not quite completed. 
1 will be of about the same capacity as Sayder’s Mill. 

‘Nassau Mills. Charles Perry, Proprietor. This, which is the largest and 
‘most complete mill in the Counties, and one of the finest in the Province, 
fs situated about three miles from Peterboro’, in the Township of Smith, 
A challenge to cut against any other mill in the Province remains un- 
answered. It has 2 ‘yankee gangs, a ‘slabber’, ‘stock gang’, and an ‘English 
‘gate, containing in all 130 Saws, besides cirilars for butting, cutting lths, 
‘Kc. it has also-a very ingenious machine for grinding slabs, This mill has 
‘cut 90,000 feet of lumber in 12 hours. 

Perry's Mill. E, Perry & Co., Proprietor. Situated about two miles from 
Peterboro', in the Township of Douro, Contains 3 gangs and 1 span, in all 
100 saws, ‘besides circulars for edging, butting, cutting laths, &e, Averages 
‘when cutting about 60,000 feet in twenty-four hours 

Snyder's Mill: Wm. Sayder, Proprietor. About two miles from Peterboro’, 
in Township of Smith, This mill is similar to the preceding one, and of 
about equal capacity. 

Blythe Saw Mill, Jas. Bird, Proprietor. About a mile from Peterboro’ 
in the Township of Smith. Contains 1 ‘yankee gang’ and 1 ‘English gate’, 
in all 36 saws, besides lathing machines, and circulars for butting, edging, 
‘c. Capable of cutting 20,000 per day. 

Dickson's Mill: S. Dickson, Proprietor. Situated in Peterboro! East, Is 
similarly fitted up and of same capacity as Bird's mill 

J. Ludgate, Proprietor. This mill is also situated in Peter- 
of same capacity as the two former. 
‘Dickson's Steam Mill: S. Dickson, Proprietor. Situated on Little Lake, 
Peterboro’ east. Contains one slabber, one gang, and one muley, besides 
lathing machines and circular saws for butting, edging, &e. Can cut 50,000 
fect a day. Itis driven by steam power. 

“Austin’s Mill: J. H. Austin, Proprietor; situated near the Otonabee bridge, 
Peterboro" East, contains 1 circular and one "English gate’. Can cut 15,000 
feet per day. 

Boswell's Mill: G. C. Boswell, Proprietor, Douro. Contains 1 gang and 1 
rmuley, in all 31 upright saws, Besides circulars for edging, butting, and 
Tathing. Can cut 25,000 feet per day. 

‘Allandale Mills; Thos. Short, Proprietor. Situated in Village of Allandale, 
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‘Contains 2 muley and eicular saw, a shingle cutting machine, cutting from 
40 (0 60 a minute; a stave cutting machine, turning out 40 a minute, a cit- 
‘cular saw for cuting lath; and a planing and groving machine. In the upper 
part of the building is a Very convenient machine shop. ‘The mill can cut 
20,000 feet & day and is driven by steam and water power. 

Burnham's Mill: M. Burnham, Proprietor, Keene. 1 sav, cuts 2,000 feet 
per day. 

Kelly's Mill: S. S. Kelly, Proprietor, Bridgenorth. ‘This mill is driven by 
steam power and euts about 300,000 feet during the summer months. 

‘Scott's Mills: Walter Scott, Proprietor. Situated about a mile beyond the 
village of Bridgenorth. This mill s also driven by steam power, and turns 
‘out about 500,000 fect during the summer months. 

Boswells Mill: W. Boswell, Proprietor, Monaghan. 1 saw, cuts 2,000 feet 
per day. 

‘Omemee Mill: W. Cottingham, Proprictor. Situated in the Village of 
‘Omemee on Pigeon river. 1 savs, cuts 2,000 feet of lumber a day. 

Bobcaygeon Mill: Mossom Boyd, Proprietor. Village of Bobcaygeon, 
Contains I “yankee gang’ about 30 saws and 1 ‘gate’, 2 saws, besides cit- 
culars for butting, edging, &. Cuts 20,000 feet a day. 

Sheriff's Mil: David Sheriff, Proprietor, Situated on Lot 5, 31d Con., 
Verulam. 2 savis, cuts 5,000 feet @ day. 

“Thurston's Mill: Jabez Thurston, Proprietor. Situated in Lot 6, 3rd Con., 
Verulam, 1 saw, euts 800 feet a day. 

Cambray Mill: Joseph Elliot, Proprietor. Situated in the village of Cam- 
bray. 1 sa, cuts 1,500 feet a day. 

Lawrence Mill: Thos, Lawrence, Proprietor, Township of Fenelon. 1 saw, 
ces 1,500 feet per day. 

‘Bald Poiet Steam Mill: John Bowes, Proprietor. 1 saw, cuts 2,000 feet 
per day. 

LLogie’s Saw Mill: Alexander Logie, Proprietor. Lot 24 in the 4th Con., 
‘Ops. 1 saw, cuts about 2,000 feet a day. 

‘Lindsay Mills: MeDermot & Walsh, Proprietors. Has 2 upright and 4 
circular saws, capable of cutting about 20,000 feet a day. 

‘Little Briton Mill: R. F. Whitesides, Proprictor. 1 saw, cuts about 2,000 
fect a day. 

‘Jacobs’ Saw Mill: J. Jacobs, Proprietor. Lot 19 in 13th Con., Mariposa. 
1 saw, euts 2,000 feet'a day. 





FLOUR AND GRIST MILLS. 

‘Westwood Mill: Messrs. Ewing and Roxborough, Proprietors, Village of 
‘Westwood. Two run of stones,—-for gristing only. 

Hastings’ Mill: Messrs. Fowlds, Proprietors, Village of Hastings. ‘Three 

250 bushels wheat daily. 

|: P. M. Grover, Proprietor; occupied by L. P. Lewis. Two 
run stones,—200 bushels of wheat daily. 

‘Burnham's Mill: M. Burnham, Proprietor, Keene. Three runs of stones,— 
250 bushels wheat daily 

‘Allandale Flour Mill: Thomas Short, Proprietor. This mill—an excellent 
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stone structure—is fitted up with all the modern appliances for manufac- 
{uring merchantable flour. It has four run of stones and two bolts for coun- 
uy use. The building is also fitted up with an oatmeal mill, with kiln, Sc. 

for preparing the oats. It is driven by water power; but a forty horse power 
engine has been placed in the building in case of failure of water. Besides 
the country work, from 6,000 to 8,000 barrels of flour are exported from 
the Allandale Mills, 

Blythe Mills: Herst & Denne, Proprietors. Situated on Otonabee River, 
about 4 mile from the town of Peterborough. Three run of stones,—600 
barrels of flour a week. 

Otonabee Mill: R. D. Rogers, Proprietor. Situated in Peterborough East. 
A substantial stone building, four run of stones, manufactures 100 barrels 
of flour a day. 

‘Hall's Mill: M. Martin, Proprietor. Situated on the Otonabee within the 
Peterborough limits. Three run of stones, manufacturing 80 barrels a day. 

Peplow’s Mill: E. Peplow, Lessee: James Wallis, Proprictor. Situated on 
the Otonabee, near the Market Square, Peterborough. Three run of stones, 
manufacturing 75 barrels a day. 

‘Omemee Mill: W. Cottingham, Proprietor. Three run of stones, 
toushels wheat per day. 

Fair's Grist Mill: John Fair, Proprietor. Situated on Lot No. 2, 10th eon- 
cession, Ops. Two run of stones,—grinds about 40 bushels 2 day. 

Lindsay’ Mill: Robert Lang, Proprietor. This is an excellent stone build- 
ing, newly fitted up with the most recent improvements for the manufacture 
of flour for exportation. It has four run of stones, and is capable of turning 
‘out about 100 barrels of four per day. 

‘Alma Mills: B. Cullis, Proprietor, lot 18 in Sth concession, Mariposa. 
‘Two run of stones, grinds about 75 barrels a day. 

“Mariposa Steam Mill: Taylor and Westwood, Proprietors, Oakwood. 
Four run of stones, capable of turing out 150 barrels of flour a day. The 
‘engine is 45 horse povver. 
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12. INpuSTRIES OF PETERBOROUGH COUNTY, 1861 


[Thomas White, An Exhibit of the Progress, Position, and Resources 
of the County of Peterboro’, Canada West, Based upon the Census of 
1861; together with a Statement of the Trade of the Town of Peter- 
borough (Peterborough, 1861?), p. 22%] 


‘These constitute the principal manufactures of the County of Peterboro' 
and they form a most important element in establishing its position and 
prospects. Recapitulating we find the fllowing result: 


Preceding this summary are valuable detsils of the industries, pp. 17-22. The 
two cates! mill are alo referee to in the 1852 cena, 20 iis peehaps appropriate 
that the Quaker Oats Company of Canada as its headquarters in Peterborough 
[Among other valuable items in this small volume are a censvs by national origin, 
nabstract ofthe agricltral censss for bots 1852 and 851, 4 short history of the 
abeaygeon Road nd settlement long it, an account of the trade of the ealy 
town of Peterborough, and esrly surveys of numberof the rest towns, 
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‘Annual 
Hands Cost of Capital Value of 
No. employed. labour. invested. Produce 











Saw mila 37 637 —«167,280 301,788 

Grist lls 2B 12782 149,082 

Oatmeal mills 2 aot 

Carding mills and 

‘woolen factories 4 4524 10,900 

Foundries 5 16.914 45,900 
8 4812 22685 
3 2,940 10.400 

‘Cooperage and stave factories 8 S680 9.870, 

Carriage and wagon factories 6 12,528 

Planing and shingle machines 9 11976 

Cabinet ware factories 4 Bat 

Chair factory 1 ‘00 

Chandleries 2 1,680 5,500 

Pottery 1 120000 

‘Axe Factories 2 

Square Tirnber 








1,089 
"Three out ofthe ve only included hee. 





13, Conourc MECHANICS REGULATE Hours oF Work? 
{Cobourg Star, July 13, 1836] 


Pursuant to notice, a meeting of the Mechanic’s and Laborers of the 
village of Cobourg and vicinity assembled at the Common School House 
‘on Monday the eleventh inst, to take into consideration the present un- 
seitled condition and existing usages practised by most Mechanics and 
Laborers in this place as respects the quantity of time required of most 
of the journeymen Mechanics and Laborers, in daily labour, and to 
adopt a specific time for a days labor. 


‘This is a very early evidence in Canada that workers were becoming aware 
that they were to lange extent masters of thelr own destiny. An excellent M.A. 
thesis by Dora E. Wat, ealled "Cobourg 1784-1867" (University of Toronto, 
41949), has a fll Bibliography and is an admirable account of the town's early 
history. ‘This and the editors Cobourg, 1798-1948, and his two long series 
“Cobourg” (Cobourg SentinelStar, May’ 29, 1930, to July 28, 1932), and "Old 
‘Times in Cobourg and District” (Sentiel-Siar, January 2, 1936, to February 6, 
1947) provide for the old capital of the Newcastle District a very detailed cover: 
age. Peterborough's history has hocn similarly desctTbed over many years in the 
Peterborough Examiner by Mrs. Helen Marryat, Howard T. Pammett and others: 
fand in’ 1941 Dr. Poole’s Early Settlement». . (1867) was in some measure 
‘brought up to date 
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On motion, Mr. Wm. Bradbear was called to the Chair, and C. 
Pomery appointed Secretary. 

‘On Motion, it was—Resolved—That the number of hours which we 
now work is nothing better than domestic Slavery, is altogether dero- 
gatory to the improvement of our moral and intellectual powers and 
progress in the arts and sciences, and is one of the chief causes of vice 
and ignorance. 

Resolved 2—That our condition connectedly and individually in 
‘consequence of past and present usages has become a matter of indis- 
pensable consideration and concern; and we hold ourselves under a 
sacred obligation that we will not labour more than ten hours for a 
day's work. 

‘Resolved 3d—That the following persons do form the Committee to 
draw up regulations to carry the said resolutions into effect: Messrs. 
John Helms, James Cannevan, William Pomery, James Pyne, Robert 
Creag, William Nicols, John $. Smith, Z. Sisson, James Burnett. 

Resolved 4th—That on Friday evening next at 8 o'clock we meet 
again at this place for the inspection of the regulations and the obtaining 
of signatures. 

Resolved Sth—That the Editors of the COBOURG STAR and 
REFORMER be requested to insert the above proceedings. 

‘After which it was moved that the Chairman do leave the Chair, 
and Mr. Helm take the same, when a vote of thanks was passed to the 
Chairman for his able conduct in the business of the evening. 

'W. BRADBEAR Chairman. 
Signed. C. POMERY Secretary. 
Cobourg, July 11, 18362 








1g almost every instance the spelling of these names varies from that con- 
sidered correct later, exact orthography being unusual inthe period. That accuracy 
‘or conssteney in the spelling of proper names was not & pioneer virtue is apparent 
‘rom the following clase example from the record of a Court of Quarler Set 
Sons: "John Hart, otherwise John Hait, who was appointed Constable for Pcker- 
ing. appeared in Person and said that his name John Mit and that he was 
‘Constable for Gwillimury th last year under the name of Joha Heath, But whose 
real name is JOHN ALLAN HAIGHT, and therefore prayed to be discharged 
from his. present appointment; and he is discharged’ accordingly.” (Ontario 
‘Archives Report, 1982, under date of May 16, 1802.) 

Sin the Cobourg Star of July 27th appears a lengthy account of the seco 

ars resolution, to add 

{ake no store pay, but cash, was lost. The ‘proper division of me" was then 
‘solved 1o hey between March 20th and September 20%, rom six am. to oi 
frm. with an hour off for breasfast between 730 and 630, and_an hour for 
Sinner between I2 and 1; and during the winter months, from 7 am. to 6 pm. 
With breakfast before starting work, and dinner from 12 to 1. To this agreement 
All those present then affied their slanatures im the presence of one another, with 
the covenant t0 20 into effect on July 18th 











VII, COMMUNITY LIFE: LAND BOARDS, QUARTER 
SESSIONS, POLITICAL LIFE 


'HE SOCIAL controls under which civilized community life is 

possible are illustrated in this Section. No. 1 gives the names 
and lots of the earliest settlers in a “front” township, of interest 
here since many of the inhabitants along the Lake Ontario shore 
hheld important administrative offices both for the front and rear 
townships, and were concerned in developing the region. No. 2 
contains the minutes of an early Court of Quarter Sessions. One 
ff the earliest efforts to control the sale of liquor is shewn by 
the licencees listed in No. 3, a type of licensing that became in- 
creasingly extensive as the years passed, for a tavern was often the 
‘nucleus of settlement. No. 4, an item from proceedings of the 
Neweastle District Land Board, indicates that much of the settle- 
‘ment of rear townships was directed from Amherst, in the outskirts 
cof Cobourg, which was the administrative centre of the District 
from the early years of the century, when the site of Cobourg was, 
a cedar swamp with one or two log shanties. No. 5 describes the 
proceedings of a township meeting, accounts of which are rare. 
To illustrate politics and elections, with resulting riots, are the 
several items of No. 6. 





1, Finsr Serriers, HaLpIManp Townsitp, 1796 
[Archives of Ontario, Crown Land Papers, 79 (5), Newcastle District] 
‘A List of the names of those who have taken Lots in the town of HOLDIMAN 


(Haldimand) with the Concession and the Number of the Lots anexed to each 
‘mans name 29 Oct 














(1796) 
A. Gresley 
Nome Concession No. ofthe lots 
Joseph Keeler Con® 1) ) Nol&? 
) Broken) 
Cont 2) front) No. 1&2 
) 
George Garner Con® 1 BY front) No. 
) 
‘Timothy Sitver Ditto )_No6 
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2 fay 
Zz Cnmbas futne 227. rage 
S have Fis oy De ey er OO 

A rumhoe of fais Te acs Lhe Seb lnenst 
Y Ceram Sa? Conrhar mie hanger 

0D dande alfe Te men Me Seaddeiviiin leren 

f FO Couns ane f He maasfary ALLS Liat 
eaiteyfen your. Cacstlny at TE PResent Soft 

of te Hlowakle Comet! mynae Cres tMagy wt ong 
he ig He LD pmone S Shoals lake 
anergy Ai0 Ai yo cum me ne Lhd he 

om hedtooee Laing th Me llhonenit if. o 
LH TD wiht aM nenllraf, at any Zine vhan, 
grr Laccllenyy MOM ta ft From Dufevifm 
gr Ket S hae ban CA Ah the Aparna 

LU vy tate whieh ha hifilme form Commerng fon 
sehr sn LE Lois Some hin wth gone ¥ 
mncfieet gree basaMleriagn moot 


A Dat anDotcy Boake hervant! 
Qa Lotinay tha 


i coal 


2B hy even oberg Bertin bahenfi ov? 
ML ifhaws fg fnve con ffelags Drie At fie 
fe fe a lutea 
Che Sa 
Archives of Ontario 
LETTER OF JOSEPH KEELER TO LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR 
SIMCOE, 1796 











‘The townships are Haldimand and ‘Cramahe. Keeler furthered their 
‘ettlement and development 
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ae Ne ofa 
rT No 82 
David Sry Wo. 88 
in ey No.2 
Jobn Stocker No.0 
Solomon Spot No. 26827 
ere Comer Now 
nes ir Nos 
Aaron Gord Not 


‘The eight last above mentioned Names have their lots in the fist Concession 
of the town with the Broken front, the three first in the Ist & 2d Concession of 
the Broken front. 


John Richards Cont 2 trot No 4 
‘Aaron White Cont 1 Jroken No.1) 
cot "No. 19} 
CCvstopher Hagerman Con 1B Front No. 10 
Chaves Cuningham Coot 2B. Front Nod 
Aer Siver Cont 1B Front Now? 
Abner Spencer Cont Front No? 
Gershom Beech Cot) Broken Nod 
ox Front 
Jonathan D. Hurd Cont at Not 
Besjain Palmer Ditto No.3 
aac Weight Ditto No.10 
Benjamin Weight No? 
Benjamia Weight Jat Nos 





Arthur Youmans Ditto No.9 
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Name Concession No.of the lots 
Daniel Richards Ditto No. it 
Wo. Cuningham Ditto Not 
Wm. Williams B® Front) No. 20 
Con Ist No. 29 
David Lent Cont 2¢ ) No. 35 
Cont &¢ ) No. 85 


Win. Williams jut 
Ebenezer Williams 
Stephen Tuttle 
John McDougle 


fnaae Lent 
James Williams 
John Rogers 








2. Cour of QuARTER Sessions, 1802 
[Archives of Ontario, Municipal Records, Minutes of Quarter Ses- 
sions, Newcastle District] 
At a General Quarter Sessions of the Peace held at Murray in and for the 
District of Newcastle the 12" day of October 1802. 
Present Alexander Chisholm 
‘and 
Isaiah Hall Esquires 
Read the Act for the administration of Justice in the District of Newcastle. 


‘The Sheriff retuned the following Grand Jury who were duly sworn Vie: 


Foreman. Joseph Keeler Richard Hare 
Jacob Ferguson David Ferguson 
Etias Jones Joet Merriman 


Asa Burnham Benjamin Richardson 
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Jeremiah Scripture Stephen Campbell 
John Spencer Alex’ MeDonald 
‘Thomas Hinman Matthew Gorlee 
Ferdinand Grout Oliver Campbell 
Jonathan Greeley William Carl 


Ordered that John Peters Esq, be appointed Treasurer for this present year. 
Ordered that Thomas Gastin be appointed High Constable for 





ear. 
Indictment) 


: 
‘The King) Defendant pleads not guilty and puts himself upon his 


vs") country. 
Joha Darling) 
Jurors to try Zadock Hurd William Johnson 
Evidence for the King Joel Halstead John Campbell 
‘Abner Spencer) Elisha Bristol Obadiah [blot 
) 
‘Thomas Hinman) Allan McDonell John (blot) 
David D. Verrian) John Ward Henry Frint 
) 
Obadiah Bennet ) Moses Hinman Nathan Gould 





‘The Jury by their Foreman Moses Hinman say that the Prisoner ie guilty 
FFine set at seven dollars which he paid into Court 


At a General Quarter Sessions of the Peace held at Murray the 11" day of 
January 1803, 


Present Alexander Ci 





) 
John Bleecker) Exquires 
Isaiah Hall ) 

Act for the Administration of Justice read 


‘The Sheriff returned the following Grand Jury who were duly sworn Viz 


Gaius Dean Foreman John Kelly 
‘oseph Harris Stephen Hare 
Isace Secor Jun? Nathan Bradley 
Asa Willer Ebenezer Allen 
Daniel Adams Nathan Burnham 
Robert C. Wilking Silas L, Lothrip 
David H. Wyatt David Turney Sent 
Moses Doolitle Rufus Wels 
Robinson Irish Joo! Parker 


Benjamin Wait 
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Jolin Smith of Murray appears upon his recognizance and is bound to appear 
at the next Court of General goal delivery and Assizes to be hed for this District 
James Hendricks £100) Vie John Smith in £100 

) 


William Welch 50) Timothy Porter ) 
& } 50 each 
tosive evidence) Abram Simmons) 





(Christopher Hagermon appears upon his recognizance and is bound to appear 
at the next Assizes and General Goal delivery for this District Viz 


‘Thomas Freeman £100 (Christopher Hagerman/ £100 
Ice Hageman ) David Turney Sen" and 
) 
‘Asa Callender) Isaoe Hagerman in £50 each 
) 2 each 


‘Stephen Sheldon) 
& ) 


Amos Fuller) 
to appear & give evidence 


At a General Quarter Seasons of the Peace for the District of Newoastle 
held at Murray the 12 day of April 1803. 


Present Alexander Chisholm ) 
) 

John Bleecker) 

) 


‘Timothy Thompson ) 





) Ea 

Benjamin Richardson) 

) 

Elias Jones } 

Joseph Keeler) 
‘The Commission of the Peace read. 
“The Sherif returned the fllowing Grand Jury 
David Keer Ranna Perrin 
Francis Burnham Joshua Smades 
Teaiah Honeywell “aches Burakam 
‘Thomas Gabeen Joel Culver 
Noah Dean Asahel Jer 
Roger Wateott Elipud Nickerson 
Toneph Purdy Joh Carter 


Eldridge Stanton 
George Ash 
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‘The Grand Jury do not find any indictments 
Ordered that the following divisions be made for holding Courts of Requests 
Townships of Murray, Cramahe & Pierey—together 

do Haldimand and Hamilton’ — do 

do Hope Clark and Darlington do 


‘The Clerk of the Peace presented his account as fellows. 
No. I The District of Neweastle to D M'G Rogers 





To engrossing precept and sending to Sheriff 3 quart Sess £3 

makeing up records of quarter Sessions 50/ each 7-10 
‘Attending 3 quarter Sessions 30/ each 4-10-09 
paid fora Seal for the Quarter Sessions 1-5-0 
Allowance for Stationary for one year 2-6-8 
E8718 


EE, Cramahe 12 April 1803 


‘Ordered that the treasurer pay the said Account out of the Public monies 
belonging to the District. 


‘The Sherif presented his account as follows No. 2 
‘The District of Newcastle to John Peters D* 1803 
April 12" To summoning three Juries and attending) 
} fio 





three Quarter Sessions 


Ordered that the treasurer pay the same out of the Publie money. 
Ordered by the Justices in quarter Sessions Assembled that one peany on the 
Pound shall be collected in this District for the year insuing. 
(Ordered thatthe Clerks in the different Townships do receive from the Treasurer 
the sum of ton Shillings for making the return of the inhabitants 
Ordered that the Town Clerk do receive the sum of sixpence for registering 
‘each marke 
‘Ordered that the Pound keeper take the sum of ainepence for impounding each 
‘Creature of whatever discription and the sum of ninepence pr. day for feeding 
‘each horse sispence pr. day for feding each Ox or cow and threepence pr. day 
for feeding each Hog Sheep or Voung cattle 
Ordered that the next General Quarter Sessions of the Peace be held at the 
House of Mr. Leonard Soapers ia Hope 

‘Thos. Gaston sworn High Constable sworn 








Joseph Philips Constable sworn 
Nath! Herskil Constable Hope sworn 

Edward Goodyear do Cramahe sworn 

John Vaughn fo Hamilton sworn 

Elisha Alger Pathmaster & fence viewer Cramahe sworn 
Jas Henderson” Constable Cramahe sworn 

Nath! Abbey. do Hamilton sworn 


‘The following persons were appointed Constables forthe ensuing year Viz 


William Kayton 
) for Murray 
‘Simon Westfall) 
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Edward Goodyear ) 
} for Cramahe 
James Henderson J9) 


Jobn Eastman) 
) for Haldimand 
Joseph Philips.) 
Joba Vaughn) 
}) for Hamilton 
Nathaniel Abbey) 
Rufus Wells) 
) for Pierey 
James I Merriam) 
Nathaniel Herskill) 
for Hope 


) 
Ephraim Gifford) 


Seth Hamlin) 
) for the Townships of Clark and Darlington 
Ebenezer Hartwell) 
Thomas Gastin of Piercy High Constable 
John Peters Esq’ Treasurer 


District of) The General Quarter Sessions of the Peace Holden at Hope in 


evs) 1 elt Diese on aio ay July He Ry 
Sun yor oo Regn eu Sovereg La Corp he Dad Os uc ck 
Eat the Unit Ringo of ret Bein an lan King dtc of 
fhe tie Belre Robot Budo Timoty.Tipmpomn os Joes Leonel 
Sagar: Baraat Benes Was and usb en 7 Ea 
Sites ol nr orci Cord as ng angel utes ie ese 
faa Dye al the lear sad deer Ses aed rmone a 
Shee ohowces ne tl Dine ce Bs 


‘The Sessions opened and the Commission of the Peace read 
‘The Sheriff returned the following Grand Jury 





Roger Bates foreman Peletiah Soaper 
Silas Serjeant Samuel Marsh 
John Burk Tames Norris 
Roger Conate James Hawking 

jam Marr John Bura 

jam Lovekin Seth Soaper 
John Hartwell Nathan Walton 
Samuel Covens Lotrip Smith 
Joshua Cozens Seth Hamlin 
Shivers Cozens Jesiar Burk 
Jacob Cozens John Lovekins 


Adne Bates 
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‘The King) Indictment found 








“ )) Prisoner Pleads nor suilty 
James Stevens) 

Jurors to try August Barber Major Evans 
Evidence for the King Norris Karr James Burke 
Joel Calver Jun™ Luke Burk William Borland 
‘Amos Leach Abel Conate Eliflet Conate 
For the Prisoner Daniel Lighthart Harry Facer 
Jonathan Weedon Jonathan Bedford Jun* Joseph Caldwell 


‘The Jury by their foreman say that the Prisoner is guilty fine set at two 
Shillings and shxpence which he paid to the Sherif. 

Ordered by the Justices in General Quarter Sessions Ascembled that three 
pounds be allowed to the erier for the year past and at the rate of three pounds 
Pr Annum for the Sessions to come until the April Sessions next.* 

‘The Court broke up Thursday 14° July 1803 





District of) Ac the General Quarter Sessions of the peace Holden at Murray 


Newcastle) in and for the said District on the Eleventh day of October in 
the Forty third year of the Reign of our Sovereign Lord George the third by 
the grace of God of the united Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland King, 
Aefender of the faith Before Timothy Thompson, Alexander Chisholm, Josepl. 
Keelor, Leonard Soaper, John Bleecker, Asa Buraham, Aca Willer, Benjamin 
Marsh Equires Justices of our said Sovereign Lord the King assigned to keep 
‘the peace and also to hear and determine divers felonies tresspasees and other 
tmisdeameanors in the said District Committed, 


‘Commission of the peace read, 


Grand Jury sworn 


William Carl Foreman Benjamin Wait 
Oliver Campbell Bays M. Fddys 
David Turney Sen* Silas L Lothrop 
William Simson Abner Spencer 
John Dingman ‘Thewn Hinman 


Stephen Campbell 
David H Wyatt 
‘Moees Doolittle 








‘The grand Jury do not find any 


Be it remembered that, on the Eleventh day of october in the Forty third 
year of His Majesty'e Reign At the General Quarter Sessions of the peace held 
‘at Murray in and for the District of Neweastle Before Aletander Chisholm 
John Bleecker Joseph Keelor Asa Buraham Leonard Soaper Benjamin Marsh 





“Gave a Certificate for Oct! and Jan? Sesioas 25° Apt 1805. 
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and Asa Willer Esquires Justices Assigned to keep the peace and also to hear 
and determine divers felonies tresspasses and other misdeameanors in the said 
District Committed. Daniel Adams Deputy Collector of the Port of Newcastle 
‘cometh before the aforesaid Justices and giveth them to understand and be 
informed that on the twelvih day of August now last past at the River Trent 
in the Towaship of Murray in the District of Newcastle, he di seize on one four 
handed Batteat and six Barrels of salt said to be the Property of Bass Chard 
‘on suspicion that ie came from the United States of America and had not been 
entered at either of His Majesty's Customs Houses in this Provinee or that 
‘the duties on the same had been paid agreeable to Law. And the said Daniel 
Adams having made oath before John Bleecker Esq’ one of His Majesty's 
Justices of the Peace in and forthe district in which the sai salt and Batteaux 
was seized that he believed the property abovementioned not to be of more 
value Than Twenty Pounds lawful money of this Province and the suid Bass 
Chard being duly summoned before the sad Justices appeareth and is present 
in order to make his defence against the said charge contained in the said 
information and having heard the same he the said Base Chard is asked by the 
‘said Justices if he can say anything why he the said Bass Chard should not be 
‘onvieted of the premises above charged upon him in form aforesaid. And 
because the said Bass Chard hath nothing to say nor can say anything in bis 
‘own defence touching and concerning the premises aforesaid but doth of his 
foun accord freely and voluntarily acknowledge and confess all and singular 
the said Premises t be true in manner and form as the same are charged upon 
him in the sa information And because all and singular the premises being 
heard and fully understood by ws the said Justices it manifestly appears to us 
that the said Bass Chard is guilty of the premises and according to the Statute 
in that case made is convicted and for his offence aforesaid hath forfeited the 
said Batteaux and the said six Barrels of Salt, to be sold by public auetion and 
the monies arising from auch sale to be dstebuted according to Law. 
‘A Warrant to sell signed the 12 October 1803 
(Ordered that the next Court of Sessions do sit in Haldimand 























District of) The General Quarter Sessions of the peace Holden at Haldimand 
) 


Neweastle) in and for the said District on the tenth day of January in the 
Forty fourth year ofthe Reign of our Sovereign Lord George the third by the 
race of God of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland King defender 
Sf the faith Before Timothy: Thompson, Joseph Keeor, Asa Miller Leonard 
Soper, Asa Burnham, Flas Jones and Benjamin Marsh Justices of our said 
Sovereign Lord the King Amsigaed to keep the Peace the eid District and also 
to hear and determine divers felonies tesspasses and other Misdemeanors inthe 
ssid District committed 





‘The Sessions opened and the Commission of the Peace read The Sherif 
returned the following Grand Jury 


Joet Mesriman Nathan Bradley 
Joel Parker Gaius Dean 

John Spencer Stephen Hare 
‘Aaron Gresley ‘Nathan Burnham 


Jonathan Greeley Luther Hull 
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Ferdinand Grout Francis Burnham 
Robinson Irish Christopher Winters 
John Kelly David Ferguson 


“The Court of Quarter Sessions 11% January 1804 


‘The Grand Jury found the following indictments 
‘The King) 
For an Assault and Battery 
vs ) 
A Bench warrant issued to take the Defendant. 
Jeremiah Beaty) 





‘The King 


Daniel Lighthart ) For a Riot Assault and Battery 
) 

Francis Lighthart) Francis Lighthart ie committed to the Custody of the 
) 


Rachel Lighthart ) Sheriff and a Bench warrant issued to take Rach & Pheobe 





) 
Pheobe Lighthare) Lighthart. 


Daniel Lighthart appears and is bound by the court in a Recognizance 
conditioned for his appearance at the next Court of Quarter Sessions to be held 
in and for this District Viz 

Daniel Lighthart in fifty Pounds 

‘Thoday Cowl & ) 

) In Twenty five Pounds each 

Augusta Barber) 
Isace Smith, Lucy Smith by Isace Smith, George Shanks, William Borland, 
and Norris Karr in the sum of Twenty five Pounds each conditioned for theit 
appearance at the next court of Quarter Sessions to give evidence on the last 
‘mentioned Indictment. 





‘The King) For Robbery from the person on the Highway Francis 
) 
ws )) Lighthare being present in Court is committed to the 


) 

Francis Lighthart) Custody of the Sherif, not procuring any Bail for his 
appearance at the Assizes, Isacc Smith, Lucy Smith (by Tsace Smith her hus- 
bband) George Shanks, William Borland, and Norris Karr ia the sum of Twenty 
five Pounds each conditioned for their Appearance atthe next Assizes tobe held 
in and for the District of Newcastle to give evidence on behalf of the King 
against the said Francis Lighthart 


Ordered that the next Court of General Quarter Sessions do sit in Haldimand. 
‘The Sessions adjourned the 12 January 1804 
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1 ANNUAL RETURN OF THE INHABITANTS OF THE DISTRICT OF 
NEWCASTLE for the year 1803 











Children 
Male Female 

Number 

‘Townships Men Women above under above under in each 

Wyre 18yre 1810 Township 

Murray “2 2 # 1 0 1 

Cramahe 6 00 ee 

Haldimand = TLL 

Hope eo om " @ " 2 oF 

Pierey mB me 09 4% 8 mom 

Clark oe SR ae 

Darlington = 25ST 

Tout MOS BDO 





2. GENERAL ACCOUNT OF RATEABLE PROPERTY DISTRICT OF 
NEWCASTLE 1803, 





Aggregate Amount Amount 





259 persons have the flowing property ofeach a ot 
Grice Valuation Rate 
Acres of wnclivatd land coon sis 8 8 
Acres of ealivatel lind ms) aso" a 
Horse of 3 year and upward 1 om" 368 
(xen of years and para oo mm 6a 
Mitch Cows mm sa" 686 
Young horned ate a 
Grist Mis having only oe pairstonee aH 
Saw Mi a some ong 
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Houses in Town 1 Ph mea 

















Houses in the Country 2 Sreplaces 2 so "80 © 
Town Lots 1 ar) 
‘Additional fireplaces 5 ee) 
No. of avine of one year and upwards 281510" "9 
Merchant Shops 1 "168 
“Taverns 2 m7" HB 8 
Gallons contained in Stills 2 mo 

Total 13484 14 10 £506 3. Of 








3 (a). Newcastue Disrricr Ligvok LICENCES, 1818-1819 

[Archives of Ontario. The following list is compiled from ‘Schedule 
of Licences issued upon Séills, Innkeepers and Shop Keepers for the 
‘year commencing on the sixth day of January 1818 and ending the fith 
“day of January 1819 both days inclusive’. The list is signed by Elias 
Jones, Inspector jor the District of Neweasile} 


Innkeepers: ‘Thomas M. Spalding, Haldimand 
Thomas Powers, Darlington Joseph TT. Losie, Haldimand 
John Blair, Clark ‘Thomas Hartwell, Hope 


John Hagerman, Hamilton 
James Parker, Hope 


Timothy Kittridge, Hamilton Shop Keepers 
John Grover, Haldimand ‘Monjeau & St. German, Hamilton 
Goorge Stephens, Darlington John: David Smith, Hope 

Joseph A. Keeler, Cramahe Charles Bigger, Murray 

Benjamin’ Young, Murray Charles Fothergill, Hope 


‘Thomas D. Sanford, Cramahe 
David Johns, Murray 





John Drum Smith, Murray ‘Sails 
ohn Singleton, Murray Joseph Keeler, ‘Cramahe 

‘Samel Potter, Hamilton ‘Alva Hewly, Hope (two stills) 
Schyler Hodge, Cramahe Barnabas Bletcher, Hope 

Tacob Choat, Hope Ellakim Barnham, Haldimand (two 
John B. Bleicher, Murray stills) 

Joha Brown, Haldimand Samuel Griffen, Hope 

Jeremiah Wood, Cramahe Henry Ruttan, Haldimand 
Pelatiah Soper, Hope David Johns, Murray 


(Cyrus Marsh, Murray 
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3 (b). REGULATIONS FoR INNKEEPERS, 1818 


[Archives of Ontario, Municipal Records, Quarter Sessions, New= 
castle District] 


Regulations 

‘To be observed by the Innkeepers, in the District of New Castle, made at a 

General Sessions of the Peace for the said District, on Monday the 28" 

December 1818, in pursuance of the Statute in that case made and Pro- 

vided — 

1s" That no wines or Spiituous liquors shall be sold to any Inhabitant or 
Inhabitants of the respective Town or Townships for which such Inn is 
Licensed on the Sabbath Day, Travellers of all description excepted— 

24 That no wines or Spirituous liquors shall be sold to any person or 
persons after Ten O'Clock at night—Travellers excepted. 

3 That Gaming shall not be allowed on any oecasion— 

‘4° That no Tankceper shall have less than Three decent Beds in his House 
for the accommodation of Travellers Solely. 

'5® That no profane Swearing, or immodest or disloyal songs or Tales shall 
be allowed on any pretence, and if an offender prove refractory, the Ian- 
Keeper shall take down his name and give information thereof to the 
nearest Justice of the Peace. 

(6 That every Innkeeper is to take particular notice, that the clause in a 
Provincial Statute respecting a Commodious yard be stritly complied 
with, 

7 That every Innkeeper shall at all times provide proper attendance, 
particularly for Travellers Horses, Baggage &— 


By order of the Court 


D. M. G. Rogers 
Chr J+ Sefrious 





4, PROCEEDINGS OF THE LAND BOARD IN THE DistRICT OF 
‘Neweasris, 1819 


[Archives of Ontario, Crown Land Papers, Vol. 7 (4), pp. 3 t0 5) 


Ata meeting of the Land Board held at the court House in the Township 
of Hamilton, on the 2% day of June 1819. 
Present—David M. Rogers—Chairman 
Elias Jones 
Walter Boswell 
John Burn & Members 
Charles Fothergil, Bsq'res J 
No 1 Benjamin Purdy Junior, born in the Township of Hamilton in the 
District of Newcastle of the age of twenty one years, produced proof of 
his having done his duty during the late War, and having taken the Oath 
of Allegiance is permitled to Locate the South part of Lot No, 7 in the 
308 Concession of the Township of Smith. 
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2. Nathaniel Abbey born in the State of New York, aged Forty five years, 
came into this Province twenty one years ago, and having declared that 
he never drew any Land in this Province, and having produced proof 
that he did his duty during the late War, and having taken the Oath of 
“Allegiance is allowed to locate the North part of Lot No 7 in the third 
Concession of the township of Smith. 

3 ohn Bice born in Upper Canada, aged twenty two years, having pro- 
duced proof that he has done his duty during the late War, and having 
taken the Oath of Allegiance is permitted to Locate the South half of 
Lot Number 6 in the second Concession of the Township of Smith. 

4 Toha Parker bora in the State of New York, aged twenty three years, 
thas been in this Province Twenty-one years, and having done his duty 
during the late War and having taken the Oatb of Allegiance is permitted 
to Locate the South half of Lot No 4 in the second Concession of the 
Township of Smith 

5 Michael Sammons of Hamilton, born in the State of New York, aged 
thirty years, been in this Province ten years, and having done his duty 
during the late War and taken the Oath of Allegiance is permitted to 
Locate the West side of Lot number Five in the third concession of the 
Township of Smith. 

6 Michael Sweetman an Emigrant, born in Ireland, aged twenty three 

‘years, has been in this Province nearly two years, never drew any lands, 

hhaving taken the Oath of Allegiance is allowed to Locate the East half of, 

Lot No 5 in the 3 Concession of the Township of Smith. 

Richard Carrall born in Ireland, Aged 26 years came to this Province 
about two years ago, having takea the Oath of Allegiance, is allowed to 
locate the East half of Lot number three in the third Concession of the 
‘Township of Smith. 

8 Patrick Toburn, aged twenty six years, born in Ireland been in this 
Province two years, having taken the Oath of Allegiance is allowed to 
Locate the West half of Lot number three in the third Concession of the 
‘Township of Smith. 

9 Thomas Calvert aged twenty five years, born in Ireland, been in this 
Province one year, having taken the oath of Allegiance is allowed to 
‘Locate the North end of Lot number four in the second Concession of 
the Township of Smith 

10. ‘William Andrews, aged twenty two years been in Ireland came into this 
‘Province a few days since, having taken the oath of Allegiance is allowed 
to Locate the East half of Lot number eight in the fourth Concession of 
the Township of Smith. [Cancelled] 

11 James McConnell aged thirty nine years, born in Ireland, been in this 
Province but a few days, having a passport from the British Consul at 
‘New York, and having taken the oath of Allegiance, is allowed to Locate 
the South half of Lot number six in the fourth Concession of the Tova 
ship of Smith, [Cancelled] 

(Signed) D. M. Rogers 
Charles Fothergi 
lias Jones 
John Burn 
‘Walter Boswell 
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5. Procexpives of Town Meerine, Percy Towwsutp, 1828 
[Archives of Ontario, Municipal Records Group, General Correspon- 
dence of Clerk of the Peace] 


S Percey Jany 228! 1828, 


This Serves to report to you your [sic] office that at a town mecting held 
at the house of Joseph Sparrow on Monday the 4 Instant for the Townships 
fof Percey and Seymore the following appointments were made (viz) for the 
ensuing year 

Jacob Cryderman \ 


Philip, Waldron } Assessors 
David Blair Jun" Collector 
John. Warner ) 


‘Orsemen’ Brunson | 
Soshaua.Birdsat 
Russell Merrill | 
Jonathan Teipp Pathmasters 
Joh Boothe 
William Wilson 

Wiliam Robinson j 

Comfort Curtice 

‘Archibald. Wileox 

Samuel Dingman 

Willian Stone 

jah Watbridge i 
All hogs excepting Boars over 256% Weight to be free commoners 

No unruly horses or eatle to run at large 

All fences to be four and hal fest high and four inches between rails, 

Sir 

T beg leave to state that I have never before had business of this sort 
appointed for me to do concequently totally ignorant and unaware that it 
vwas incumbent on me to report the proceedings of town mecting at an 
‘tier day and twas only now that st was Suggested to me by a neighbour 
{hat T incurred a fine for not having done it Sooner I hope however that this 
will come to hand time enough to answer is purpose a8 Tam always wiling 
16 do the duties enjoined me without paying fines 
Tam 


Pound Keepers 


‘Town Wardens 





Sie 
respectfully 
‘your Hl Servt 
‘Stephen Campbell 
"Town Clerk 


6. Poumics IN THE EicHTEEN-Tunries 
(a) POLITICAL RIOT IN PORT HOPE, 1832 
[Cobourg Star, August 29, 1832] 


Another of those disgraceful scenes which have so frequently of late 
disturbed the peace of the neighboring village of Port Hope occurred 
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there on the 18th instant, the particulars of which are most shameful 
It seems that on that day a number of persons assembled together with 
banners, guns, swords, pistols, axes, and a drum, and paraded the 
streets, yelling and shouting like so many demons, and hissing and 
‘groaning at all whom they regarded as opponents. As to be expected, 
«1 row took place in the course of which a stone or some other weighty 
missile was thrown with brutal violence at Mr. John Crawford, which, 
striking him on the chest, inflicted a very serious and painful injury. 
‘The persons engaged in this outrage are represented as having been 
instigated to their lawless course by Mr. John Brown, the member for 
‘Durham, who is stated to have encouraged them, in person, by clapping 
of hands, ete. .. . One story is always good till another be heard, and 
therefore we strongly recommend our readers to suspend their judgment 
‘upon this matter till Mr. Brown's explanation shall enable them to form 
it correctly. 





(6) NEWCASTLE DISTRICT ELECTION, 1834 
[Cobourg Star, October 8 and 15, 1834] 


‘Our election commenced on Monday last at Sully,? and never since 
‘we have lived in Cobourg do we remember an event which has occa- 
sioned such universal interest. The whole town, in fact, seems to be 
election mad, Horses, carriages, and wagons, each with their meed of 
voters, are rattling about in every direction, to or from the scene of 
action; while the warlike bugle and the banners of the different candi- 
dates, with the cheers of their friends, complete the spirit of the scene. 

Jas. Gray Bethune, Esq., was the first candidate who addressed the 
electors. He spoke for upwards of two hours with a fluency and elo 
quence that astonished even his warmest friends, But it was when he 
came to refer to the immediate interests of the district of Newcastle 
that the sympathy and feclings of his auditors were most sensibly 
aroused. 

‘Mr, McDonell next briefly addressed the electors, assuring them, 
should he obtain the honor of their selection, their welfare and interests 
should ever command his warmest advocacy and regard. (Cheers.) 

‘Dr. Gilchrist, disclaiming any pretensions to oratory, requested per- 
jon to read his sentiments from a paper which had been prepared 
for the occasion; we earnestly hope not by the worthy Doctor himself! 

‘Mr. Conger, the fourth and last candidate, next stepped forward and 
delivered a remarkably meat and pertinent address with great fluency 
‘and correctness; the leading character of which was Radical reform in 


INow Harwood, Rice Lae. 
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all its branches, and no Baneful Domination—but at the same time no 
separation—also voting by ballot, abolition of primogeniture act, elec- 
tion of the counel, &., but no republicanism!!! 

The poll clerk, Mr. Crofton, being sworn, the electors now came 
forward to give their votes, which, as the reformers had mustered their 
chief strength and taken early possession of the field, while but a few 
fof Messrs. Bethune and MeDonell’s friends had yet arrived, at first 
‘went rather against the later. The very ist vote given, however, augured 
wel, being a plumper by Mr. John Heard for James Gray Bethune, 
Esq. At the close of the poll the first day the aumbers were Gilchest 
79, Conger 71, Bethune 59, and McDonell 52, showing a majority of 
30’in favor of the reformers, The next day, however, told a different 
tale, after @ hard day's polling the numbers being Bethune 177, Me- 
Donell 167, Gilchrist 127, and Conger 115, being 50 majority for the 
Constitutional side. . . At the close of the contest the mumbers stood 
thus: Gilchrist 602, McDonell $98, Bethune 572, Conger 486.1 


(©) REBELLION RIOT AT KEENE, OTONABEE TOWNSHIP, 1837 


[Archives of Ontario, Municipal Records Group, Quarter Sessions of 
the Neweaste District, Miscellaneous Papers 


(1) Evidence of John Blezard 


Now Cae Helo the Hon A. Sowa, Epa Soford & 
Tei | Rober Rei thee of her Majsys Jes of he Peace 
fo sid Distion appeared John Bizard of Othe in id Dist 
‘Yeoman wo bay uly sworn sah That on Satursy the Malia of 
Cana & Ass! met to tin, hat he bltes asst Satudy 
fro Cocke 9 nsant he ma pcset atte ting and stron 
I'M Paterson Tatem—he tks be may hae Hur fore 
Gucen& the Governor but be hs isis clecton —des not 
tralet any of be Nekons Hurayng for Popeay & Mackene—- 





‘The frst wo candidates were elected, though there was afer dispute over the 
losing of the poll at 3 pum. on Saturday, the sixth day of the election. John 
Lnston, went Gown to Rice Lake for the 1836 election, camping a week on 
Spoke (Spook) Island sad using "a large marguée which had sewed as 9 hospital 
{ene during the [lrsh} emigration of 25 and "26". Concerning the dlstrct as 2 
‘whole during the election, in which the Reformers ("Yankees") were defeated 
by the Tories, he comments in his best whimsical sue “There was astonishingly 
Iie fighting.” he wrote, “considering the number of wild Irishmen we brought 
dovin, but they were altogether too strong for the Yankees, who after siving their 
Votes generally mounted their horses and made off; so for want of better game 
four Patlandrs occasionally got vp a snue Net amongst themselves, but though 
there were thres or four MCT did noc hear of any very serious damage.” (Early 
Days in Upper Canada, p. 170.) 
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but the evidence of William Thomas who has sworn that they did Hurra 
for Papineau & Mackenzie may be true And altho he has no distinct 
recollection of being knocked down & severely beaten by John Andrew 
& Robert Neilson yet he docs not dispute the evidence of William 
‘Thomas who has sworn that they did—Witness had drank a consider 
able quantity of Beer that day and when he has drank freely his mem 
is bad—the morning after the aflray Witness had a Black Eye and his 
face a good deal disfigured — 











Sworn before us Jobn Blezard Jr 
at Peterborough 

28 Decm’ 1837— 

Tho" A. Stewart 1.P. 

Edw §. Hickson J.P. 


(2) Evidence of James Keefje 
New Castle | Before Hon T A Stewart, Cheeseman Moe, Ephraim 
To Wit { Sanford, Edw! S. Hickson & Robert Reid five of her 
Majestys Justices of the peace for s* District appeared James Keefe of 
‘Otanabee in s! District Yeoman who being duly sworn Witnesseth that 
he recollects the training of the Malitia on Saturday the 9 Instant was 
present in M" Pattersons when fighting took place—he had drank 
freely—John Blizzard was attacked by the Neilsons cannot say how 
‘many of them; Witness took part with John Blizzard as they belong to 
the same side being Tories—does not recollect any Hurrays in M™ Pat- 
tersons to the best of his knowledge—there was some Hurraying in the 
‘Still House before they came into M™ Pattersons but he cannot say 
whether it was for the Reformers or for Papineau or Mackenzie—He 
drank Whiskey in the Still House of D* Gilchrist—he bought % Gallon 
from the Doctor and paid him for it One Shilling & sixpence—witness 
treated some of his acquaintances— 
James Keeffe 





Sworn before us at 
Peterborough 28 Dec* 
1837 — 

Thot A. Stewart J.P 
Edw! S. Hickson J.P 


(3) Evidence of William Thomas 
New Castle Before us Hon® T.A. Stewart Ephraim Sanford Edw! 
To Wit Hickson & Robert Reid Esq" four of her Majestys 
Justices of the Peace for said District—Appeared William ‘Thomas 
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Labourer for the last two Months, a resident of Keane in the Township 
of Otanabee in said District who being duly sworn deposeth and saith 
‘That on or about last Saturday Week a meeting for training of the 
Malitia of Asphodel & Otanabee took place at Keane aforesaid —about 
four or five O Clock in the Eve deponent was present in M” Pattersons 
‘Tavern when a number of persons where drinking and generally the 
worse of liquor Politicks were talked of and different opinions given 
John Blizzard of Otanabee gave a Hurra forthe Queen & the Governor. 
John Neilson. Andrew Neilson & Robert Neilson, with some other 
persons deponent does not know cried out Hurra for Mackenzie & 
Pappineau and the said Andrew Neilson attacked John Blizzard and 
was joined by his two Brothers John & Robert they knocked John Bliz~ 
zard down and beat him severely—James Keith interferred in favour of 
John Blizard and fought in favour of Blizzard against the Neilsons 
Peterborough 28° December 1837 
his 
William X_ Thomas 


‘Sworn before us ene 


Tho" A. Stewart J.P) 
dw! §. Hickson J.P) 


(4) Conviction of Andrew Neilson 


‘New Castle | Be it remembered that on the 28 day of December in 
To Wit {the Year of our Lord 1837 at Peterborough in said Dis- 
trict Andrew Neilson of Otanabec in s! District was convicted before 
us Hon T. A. Stewart Edward § Hickson & Robert Reid Esq’ three 
of Her Majestys Jus[tlices of the Peace for said District for that he the 
said Andrew Neilson did on Saturday the 9° day of Decem* Instant at 
the Tavern of M® Patterson in Otanabee aforesaid, with divers other 
persons, cause and provoke a serious Riot and Afiray And did, then 
and there Commit a violent assault on John Blizzard of Otanabee afore- 
said And we the said Justices do adjudge the said Andrew Neilson to 
forfeit and pay on or before the 14 day of February next the sum of 
Five Pounds Halifax Currency And also the sum of Three Pounds Five 
Shillings & Eleven pence Halifax Currency for Costs of Constable & 
Court—The said fine when recovered to be appropriated as the Law 
directs. 
Given under our hands & Seals the day and Year first above written— 

‘Tho A. Stewart J P 

Edw! §, Hickson /P. 

Rt Reid 
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(5) Sworn Statement of William Thomas 





Now Castle | Before us Hon TA. Stewart, Edward $ Hickson & 
To Wit | Robert Reid Fag’ threo of her Majeays Justo ofthe 
Peace for said District appeared William Thomas of Keane of Otonabee 
in said District who being duly sworn saith That the persons appearing 
‘before the Magistrates in Peterborough as John Neilson, Andrew Ne 
son & Robert Neilson of Otanabee aforesaid on the 28 day of Decem 
last are not all the same persons who were guilty of the Riot and com- 
mitted the Assault on John Blizzard as sworn to in his examination on 
28 Decem* last but One of said persons Andrew Neilson was actively 
‘engaged on that occasion in shouting for Papineau & Mackenzie, causing 
the Riot and in assaulting and beating the aforesaid John Blizzard—The 
other two persons of the Name of Neilson he saw acting with Andrew 
Neilson on that occasion are not the same persons brought before the 
Magistrates 








his 

William X_ ‘Thomas 
‘mark 

‘Sworn before us at— 

Peterborough S Jan” 1838 

‘Thos A. Stewart J P 

Edw §, Hickson J.P 

Witness 
Charles Green 
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A Sts DEAL of historical value is found in the journals of 
Methodist and Church of England clergymen here presented. 
Particularly are they important for the details they give of early 
settlers in remote regions, but as examples of courage and in- 
trepidity they hold a high place in the annals of pioneering. Though 
Father Edmund Burke kept a journal of his travels in Upper Canada 
in a supervisory capacity in the seventeen-nineties, nothing similar 
appears to have been written concerning the ministrations of early 
Roman Catholic priests in the Trent Valley. Occasional references 
are found indicating where the first log church in a township was 
erected, who gave the land, when and how the building was con- 
structed, and which priest first ministered there, but nothing which 
might be taken as a narrative of the beginnings of the Roman 
Catholic Church in the region. 

This section appropriately opens with the famous hymn com- 
posed by Joseph Medlicott Scriven near Rice Lake. 


1, Waar 4 Frieno We Have In Jesus!t 
BY JOSEPH SCRIVEN (1819-1886) 


What a Friend we have in Jesus, 
All our Sins and griefs to beat! 
‘What a privilege to carry 
Everything to God in prayer! 
© what peace we often forfeit, 
© what needless pain we bear, 
All because we do not carry 
Everything to God in prayer. 


"This hymo, among the best-known and a favourite of millions, was written, 
probably ih 1835, at the home of Scriven’ fiend James Sackville, who lived eat 
Kice Lake. The music to which i is usualy sung was composed ia '1868 by Charles 
C. Comverse (1832-1918), well-known editor of Methodist and Presbyterian 
hhymnals. Joseph Scriven, a graduate of Trinity Colles, Dublin, and long 2 street, 
preacher in Port Hope, fs buried near Bewdley, Rice Lake. A small volume of his 
Fhymas wat published in Peterborough, but’ more complete ie Tames Cisiand, 
What 2 Friend We Have in Jesu, and’ Other Hymns by loseph Seriven, with 
Sketch of the Author (Port Hope, 1895). 


ot 
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Have we trials and temptations? 
Is there trouble anywhere? 

We should never be discouraged; 
Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Can we find a friend so faithful, 
Who will all our sorrows share? 

Jesus knows our every weakness; 
‘Take it to the Lord in prayer. 


Are we weak and heavy-laden, 
Cumbered with a load of care? 
Precious Saviour, still our refuge— 
‘Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
Do thy friends despise, forsake thee? 
Take it to the Lord in prayer; 
In his arms he'll take and shicld thee; 
‘Thou wilt find a solace there. 


2. EXPERIENCES OF A METHODIST CiRCUIT-RIDER, 1824-1825 


[The Life and Times of the Rev. Anson Green, D.D., Written by 
Himselt . . . (Toronto, 1877) pp. 48-59] 


[1824] MY FIRST CIRCUIT—1 had purchased the best young horse 
T could find in the township, got my saddle-bags, completed my travel- 
Jing outfit, and was ready for my appointment. 1 had received no 
intimation from anyone to what circuit 1 would probably be sent; nor 
hhad I the slightest anxiety on the subject. Stil, T had an impression that 
I would go to the Smith's Creek Circuit, And, sure enough, that was my 
place, When the Bishop had finished reading the appointments, the Pre- 
siding Elder came to me on the Conference floor and said, "You are 
appointed to the Smith's Creek Circuit” I thank you, said T; just where 
T-expected to go. On the morning of September the 7th, in company 
‘with a pleasant young preacher by the name of Griffis, T mounted my 
beautiful steed, with saddle-bags and valise well filled, and started on 
‘my mission as a TRAVELLING PREACHER. As I left the house of 
‘my dear friends, Brother and Sister J. P. Williams, I could not but drop 
‘a tear. Their kindness to me and attentions to my wants, when T was a 
stranger in a strange land, I can never forget. They, with a goodly 
‘number of the young converts, gathered around us at the gate, wept as 
we mounted, blessed us as we started, and watched us anxiously until 
wwe were out of sight. The morning was lovely. Seldom has the sun shone 
upon a more charming day or a clearer sky. If this is an index to, and 
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the precursor of, my day of ministerial toil, thought 1, then surely T 
‘may look for a sunny noon and a cloudless evening. I have had many a 
strugele to bring my mind to a godly decision, but the struggle is now 
over, Christ says, ‘You have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, 
and ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your 
fruit should remain.’ have no selfish ends in view. I go at the call of 
God and his Church, only to bring forth fruit that will remain. And now, 
‘having fairly and prayerfully buckled on the armour, Iam quite resolved 
never to cast it off until the war is over and the victory gained, or I 
receive an honourable discharge. Mr. Case has furnished me with written 
authority and directions, and given me his blessing. He has promised, 
if possible, to give me a year or two at Cazenovia, and I have sold a lot 
of land and placed my available funds on interest in view of such a 
‘contingency. 

A charming ride of twenty-five miles brought us to the eastern limit 
of my circuit, where we found a sweet home with one of my circuit 
stowards, Chas. Biggar, Esq. The Carrying Place is about two miles 
Tong, and connects the Bay of Quinte with the lake. On Wednesday T 
hhad an appointment at Presque Isle, but Bro. Demorest, who was on 
his way to his circuit, kindly preached for me. He said many good 
things, with scarcely a motion of his body, or much emotion of soul. 
‘Thursday, the 9th, I PREACHED MY FIRST SERMON in our Church 
at Cramahe, now called Colborne, from 1 Peter 4:18. T did not venture 
into the pulpit but spoke from the chancel. I had tolerable liberty, but 
was not greatly encouraged. On Sunday preached at Haldimand Four 
Corners, from ‘What will this babbler say?" I scarcely knew myself what 
hhe would say, but he tried to preach Jesus and the resurrection. In the 
evening, at the school-house at what is now called Grafton, from 
Romans 10:13. Had good liberty and was comforted. 

‘Sunday, 19th. At Hawkins’ schoolhouse, in Hope, from Matthew 
11:25; and in Cobourg in the evening, from Romans 5:2, Cobourg is 
the name of a small village of some 100 inhabitants. ‘The Church of 
England has a young clergyman here by the name of McCaulay. He has 
‘a small Church, the only one in the village, while we preach in a school- 
house, There are two small stores here, several mechanics, and plenty 
‘of taverns, The court-house and its surroundings form a small villa, 
more than a mile distant, We have a good Church two miles north of 
the village, with a small log cabin near it which they call the parsonage. 
Here my colleague is to live, and this is really the head of the circuit. 
‘The Church is respectable; but oh, the parsonage! Thursday, the 25th, 
preached at Baltimore—Matt. 7:7. At Wm. Kelley's the next day— 
Psalms 40:2. A kind family and a good home, Sunday, the 26th. At the 
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parsonage Church in the moraing—Col, 3:4; and at Cobourg in the 
‘evening—Rom. 10:13. Thank God for such a day. Had much liberty 
in preaching, for God was our leader. How encouraging to get such 
‘showers of blessing’! Monday, Sept. 27th, start for the bush, a distance 
of twenty miles, over rough roads, with plenty of corduroy bridges. Stop 
at De Ells, and preach in a house just erected both for a church and a 
schoolhouse. It had no windows, doors, nor floor, and yet we had 
plenty of light coming through the doorway, and between the logs with 
Which it was built. Our position was as novel as it was awkward. The 
people sat upon the sleepers, with their feet dangling below, while T 
took another sleeper for my pulpit. 1 being my birthday I took a text 
in accordance with my feelings,—"The world passeth away, and the 
lust thereof, but he that doeth the will of God abideth forever.” Much 
‘of my time has run to waste. It pains me to reflect upon th little good 
Thave done. May I be of some service in the future, and that quickly, 
for 











“Onur life is a dream; our time as a stream 
Glides swiftly away, 
And the fugitive moment refuses to stay’ 


‘On the 28th September I started for the township of Smith, passing 
through where the town of Peterboro’ now stands; but there was only 
‘one house there then, and that one down on the river's bank, quite out 
‘of my sight, My path was a winding Indian trail, where no wheel 
carriage had ever passed. I was obliged to jump my horse over logs, 
ride him through deep mud-holes and bridgeless streams, guided some- 
times by marked trees. When I got a short distance beyond Peterboro’ 
entered a clearing with two or three log cabins in view. In one of these 
lived a godly old Yorkshire woman, who received me joyfully. Her 
hhouse was covered with hollow logs, halved, and so arranged as to 
shelter its inmates from the rain and snow. The room was about fifteen 
by twenty feet in size, and it served for our kitchen, bed-room, parlour, 
dining-room, and church. Here 1 preached to a congregation of eight 
souls, and was happy. O how these people in the bush value the Gospel, 
and love the messengers who deliver it to them. On Wednesday returned 
to the town-line, and found my way to the house of Mr. Morrow, in 
Cavan, and preached to the best congregation T found in these woods. 
Here, too, I met with an intelligent Irish local preacher by the name of 
Blackstock. We had a good class-meeting, and rejoiced together. I was 
not surprised to learn that my predecessor, Brother Belton, had lost his 
way in these primeval forests. I was told that he took a wrong path one 
stormy day; but as night was coming on he fortunately met a man who 
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‘knew him, and accosted him thus: ‘Sure, and is this you, your riverence; 
pray, where are you going?’ ‘Oh, to hunt up the lost sheep,” says Mr. B. 
“Indade, well, am afraid the sheep stand a poor chance of being found 
tonight, since the shepherd himself is lost"! The poor preacher was six 
miles out of his way, but he was kindly guided to the litle flock who 
‘were anxiously waiting for him. Thursday, preached at Mr. Sheckle- 
ton's, and on Friday at Mr, Thompson's, in Monaghan. ‘This last 
appointment was not on my plan, but Mrs. Thompson had met me at 
‘my appointment on the town-line last Monday, and pressed me to take 
an appointment at her house, promising me a good congregation. I was 
glad I went, I found a sterling family, who were Wesleyans in England. 
‘The congregation were perched upon a loom, like a flock of pigeons on 
tree, After preaching, Mrs, Thompson related to me the following 
most thrilling event in her own experience, showing how much good we 
‘may accomplish when our hearts are free (0 do it: 

“In England’, said she, ‘we were memibers of class, and accustomed to 
hear preaching every week. When we came to these woods we were 
three years without seeing a minister. Hearing that one was to preach on 
the front, I travelled out fifteen miles on foot to hear him. My soul was 
filled with comfort, and I begged him to come to the bush and preach 
in our house, promising him that, if possible, every person in the town- 
ship would be present to hear him. He consented. On the day appointed 
T gave our family their breakfast, and then went to every house and got 
1a pledge that every man and woman would be present at the appointed 
hour. On my way home I saw the track of a horse in our field, and know- 
ing that there was no horse in the settlement I thought it must be the 
horse of the man of God who had come to bring the Gospel to our 
forest. Is it possible, thought I, that after so long a famine for the bread 
of life, the time has come at last when we are to have the Gospel 
preached in our own humble cabin! The thought was overwhelming; 
tears came to my eyes, my heart throbbed with emotion, and I sank 
upon the earth and kissed the ground on which the horse had trod 
which brought the man of God to our township. I thought of former 
times in Yorkshire, and then and there renewed my covenant with God, 
pledging myself to do all I could to spread the Gospel through these 
forests.” 

‘This good family prospered in everything; and thirteen years after 
this visit I had the pleasure of preaching in a comfortable church erected 
‘on theie farm. This pious and devoted woman comforted me much, and 
‘encouraged me to greater diligence in acts of self-denial, T met one of 
her sons, now venerable in appearance, at the Peterboro’ Conference. 
Hard, indeed, must be that heart which would not go any lengths, and 
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make any sacrifice, to preach the Gospel to such a people! If Wesley 
‘was right when he directed us to go to those who need us most, then T 
‘was right in taking up this appointment, and I left one for my col- 
league, While riding back towards the front over rough roads and 
through gloomy forests I dismounted to relieve my horse a little and 
streich my own limbs by walking, leaving my saddle-bags on the saddle. 
But the cunning beast proved treacherous—I had good cause to regret 
ry kindness. I had left the bridle on his neck and was walking by his 
side, when he managed to get a few steps in advance. Having walked 
couple of miles in this way, I began to feel weary, and asked my horse 
to stop; but he seemed to prefer walking alone, and resolved to Keep 
‘out of my reach. When I walked fast, he increased his pace accordingly, 
‘When T ran he ran—then off came my bags, which I had to carry. This 
appeared to amuse him much, and no intreaty could induce him to 
‘wait for me. Is it possible, thought T, that T am doomed to walk and 
carry this burden, through this solitary wilderness, all the way to Co- 
bourg. In my dejection and weariness a happy thought came into my 
rind. There is a long corduroy bridge about a mile ahead, and on that 
bridge I can outrun the cruel beast. The plan was laid and the conquest 
effected; but I learned that too much liberty was a bad thing for a 
horse, while there might be circumstances under which even these 
miserable log-bridges might be of service to a travelling preacher. 

Sunday, the 3rd of October. Preached at Cramahe and at Presque 
Isle. Cramahe is a small village about the size of Cobourg, but it has a 
‘good Church, a better society, and a larger congregation. Hiram Merri- 
‘man, a faithful undershepherd, is our leader here. He is very fond of a 
‘good, warm-hearted shout, and, when he feels well, he can bear his part 
in it with stunning effect. At Presque Isle we have a large log-house for 
worship, and an excellent class. James Lyons, Esq., M.P-P., is our 
leader, and an excellent leader he is. James ‘Richardson, Esq., his 
brother-in-law, lives near him and is an able local preacher, but itis 
ated that he is soon to take a circuit. On Monday preached at Sher- 
‘woods, and on Tuesday at the Carrying Place. Called on the Rev. Mr. 
Greer, a young Episcopal clergyman, who had just settled in this 
village. Wednesday, rode round the head of the Bay to the Trent, 
thence over to Mr. Young's (father to the Rev. Wm. Young), and 
preached from Proverbs 8:4. Wednesday, preached at Cold Creck to 
a few settlers, but no class. After a lonely ide to Percy Mills I preached 
to a small congregation, led a small class, and was entertained by the 
father of the Rev. Solomon Waldron, of our Conference. Friday, rode 
back through the woods towards the front, and preached in the house 
‘of a local preacher by the name of Joshua Webster—an int 
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and good company. Sunday, 10th Oct. At Haldimand and Grafton 
preached on ‘What will it profit a man if he gain the whole world and 
lose his soul?” A question, this, of infinite importance, but easily 
answered. 

Monday, the 11th, at Bro. Waite’s, back of Grafton. Saturday and 
Sunday, the 16th and 17th of October, heard Mr. Case at our Quarterly 
Meeting in Hamilton Church. He is a lovable man; mild as St. John, 
but firm as St, Paul. Not a great, but a good preacher. His sermons are 
‘not deep, but efficacious, and we love him, admire him, and pray for 
him. I received twenty-five cents travelling expenses, but no quarter- 
‘age, as my colleague required all the money paid in to meet his moving 
expenses. We arranged for a new appointment at Mr. Bullock's 
neighbourhood, near the Carrying Place, and another at what is now 
called Newtonville, about twelve miles west of Port Hope—since become 
the head of a circuit. On the 4th of November I preached the first 
sermon ever delivered at Newtonville, in a log house owned by Mr. 
Soules, situated on the main road and on the west side of a high hill. 
T gave them a synopsis of our doctrines. One intelligent-looking gentle- 
man eyed me closely, and seemed to be carefully weighing every 
sentence uttered. He thanked me for a doctrinal sermon, and invited me 
to visit him at his house, which I did; and this visit led to the following 
case of conscience: In accordance with Dr. Adam Clarke's ‘Advice to 
Young Preachers’, I had resolved to pray with every family I visited. 
I found this gentleman alone, and as he did not propose prayers I had 
not courage to do so myself, but left him alone in his musings. The 
cross was heavy, and I failed to bear it, though Jesus had said, ‘Who- 
soever doth not bear his cross and come after me, cannot be my 
disciple’. As I rode away my conscience stung me severely-—Is that the 
way you carry out your purposes? Is that all the courage you have to 
bear the cross for him who bore the cross for you? Then better leave 
this field to others and go home! I stopped my horse to return to the 
house; but this would appear absurd, hence I compromised the matter 
by promising to call on my next round and ask to have prayers with this 
gentleman. After this decision I rode on; but, alas! on my next visit to 
‘that place his house was empty. This gentleman had left the neighbour- 
hood and I never saw him more! But his image is photographed 
indelibly upon my mind, and T can never forget that first breach of faith 
with myself. It is a dangerous thing to trifle with a good conscience. 1 
‘was miserable in the extreme, and would have given much if T had 
never seen that man, or, having seen him, had done my duty. Our next 
appointment led me to Major Wilmot’s—now Newcastle—preached 
‘4 school-house a little west of Salmon Creek. From this we went to 
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‘Mr. Butterworth’s, in a back concession; and I eft an appointment also, 
fon the main road, at Mr. Wallbridge’s house. Sunday, the 7th of 
November, preached at Hope school-house in the morning, and at Mr. 
J. Boyce’s in the evening. Dined with Mr. Hawkins, and found good 
lodgings at Bro, Boyce’s during the night. We had also a regular ap- 
ointment at Mr. Farley's school-house. I have now preached in all 
the regular appointments, and find we have enough to do. We preach 
in twelve townships, have thirty-three appointments each for every 
twenty-eight days, lead all the classes after public service, preach 
funeral sermons, and attend as many prayer-meetings as possible. Our 
Circuit embraces all the country between Bowmanville and the Carry- 
ing Place, River Trent, and Mud Lake. It requires a ride of 400 miles 
to get round it, which we performed, winter and summer, on horse- 
back. There are now twenty-four circuits within these limits, We had 
only two churches on the circuit which we could use for Quarterly 
‘meetings—one in Colborne, and one in Hamilton, near Cobourg—but 
‘we erected a small one in the village of Cobourg before Christmas. My 
colleague, the Rev. David Breakenridge, is kind and industrious, but, 
like myself, is a new recruit in the ministry. He is blessed with a charm- 
ing wife, Her maiden name was Lawrence, but her mother was once the 
wife of the celebrated Philip Embury 

DEDICATION AT COBOURG.—On the 28h of November, 1 
had the pleasure of opening our new church, erected on the corner of 
Division and Chapel streets. My text was from Zech. 14:6, 8. These 
“living waters’ were refreshing, and all were invited to drink freely. Very 
little ceremony was connected with church-openings in those days. 
Father Wilson was present and took part in the services; but, strange to 
say, he was not in my way at all. T had feared him greatly, but he 
removed that fear entirely during my second sermon at the Parsonage 
‘Church, He was living near that church, and I could not think of preach- 
ing in his presence. I, therefore, took the first opportunity to call on 
this venerable divine, and earnestly request him not to be present when 
I preached, as I had not been accustomed to preach before ministers, 
‘and feared T might break down in the attempt. He said he knew how to 
sympathize with such feelings, and at once assured me he would not 
attend until I was an established preacher. I felt much relieved by this 
promise; but alas! he thought I was ‘established’ long before I thought 
so myself; and at my second appointment in that church, after the pre- 
liminaries were over and I stood up to read my text, I saw his venerable 
form enter the door. He had on short breeches, with silk stockings, 
iknee-buckles, shoe-buckles, &., and with his clerical garb and vener. 
able locks he made a most formidable appearance, I was both sur- 
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prised and frightened. Indeed, 1 trembled to that extent that 1 could 
scarcely hold my pocket Bible in my hand. I first thought of siting 
down and calling upon him to preach, but dared not do it.I then placed 
both elbows upon the pulpit to steady my trembling nerves, and read, 
‘Unto you that fear my name shall the sun of righteousness arise with 
healing in his wings; and ye shall go forth and grow up as calves of the 
stall. By the time T got through with my introduction I had lost sight 
of the old divine; my trembling ceased, and from that moment T had 
‘no more fear of Father Wilson, 

FIRST SERMON AT PORT HOPE—November 30th. This after 
noon, by previous arrangement, I delivered what I was informed was 
the first sermon preached in Port Hope by a Wesleyan minister—it was 
certainly the first appointment in our circuit work there. I had a shoe- 
maker's shop for my church, his shoe-bench for a pulpit, and six 
persons for a congregation. Port Hope is the largest village on the cir- 
cuit. Iti situated at the mouth of Smith’s Creek, from which our circuit 
takes its name. It is full of enterprise and spirit, but so full of whisky 
and sin that it bears the name of ‘Sodom’. My text was, ‘Some have not 
the knowledge of God: I speak this to your shame’. The wedge is now 
centered, and, if we can manage to get a congregation, Sodom may yet 
be redeemed, and by divine aid we may hope to do some good there. 
December Ist, took up another new appointment at Mr. Herchel's, on 
the lake shore, some four or five miles west of Port Hope. December 
8th. My colleague has also taken up an appointment at Mr. Purdy’s, 
‘on the lake shore, in Cramahe, where I preached today. We have also 
arranged to preach at the Court-house, and at the school-house at Major 
Jones’, half-way to Port Hope. 

FATHER WILSON'S NARROW ESCAPE.—When in Cobourg last 
October I saw the beach, west of Division Street, covered with small 
white tents filled with Irish immigrants. The Hon. Peter Robinson had 
been home and brought out a shipload of these people, whom he landed 
here. There was no wharf in Cobourg then, and the landing was some- 
what difficult. They were to be located in the bush beyond Rice Lake. 
Mr. R. has given his own name to the place, calling it PETER- 
BOROUGH. These white tents presented a beautiful and attractive 
appearance. They stretched along on the sand beach lying between the 
Take and a forest of small cedars, which covered the worst part of the 
‘swampy ground east of Ham's mills. Among the newly-arrived were 
fourteen Protestant families; the remainder were Papists, with a priest 
at their head, Me. W., being an Irishman himself, went and preached 10 
his countrymen; but when the priest—who was absent at the time— 
returned, he was much displeased and told his flock that if that heretic 
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came there again to preach they were ‘to cool his zeal by throwing him 
into the lake’. The Protestants reported this to our brethren; and soon 
after the magistrate sent for the priest and asked him if the report was 
true. ‘Certainly itis’, said the priest. ‘What right had that man to preach 
to my people in my absence?” “Just as much right as you have, sir, if 
they wish to hear him. You are in a free country now, where the liberty 
Of free speech is protected. You are therefore to go immediately and call 
the people together and tell them if Mr. W. comes there again they are 
to use him civilly; and I will hold you responsible for any mischief done 
him,’ The priest very properly hastened to the camp, blew his horn, 
collected the people, and said to them, "I perceive I have made a mis- 
take. If Mr. Wilson comes here be sure you use him well, or I will hold 
you responsible for any mischief done him. Remember what I tell you." 
I scarcely need to add that these immigrants were well taught in Gospel 
twuth while they remained on the beach, 





3. CHURCH OF ENGLAND MISSIONARIES 


Ata mecting of the Newcastle District Committee of the Society 
for Promoting Christian Knowledge, held at the Court House, 
Cobourg, on September 16, 1835, the following resolutions were 
adopted, and a subscription list was opened: 

1. That Christians, when animated by the genuine principles of 
their religion, esteem it a privilege as well as a duty to promote the 
temporal, and especially the eternal, welfare of their brethren in the 
‘world; and that all institutions having for their object the spread of the 
‘ruth as it is revealed in the Gospel possess an irresistible claim upon 
their benevolent aid and exertions. 

2. That the many Protestant families throughout the District of 
Neweastle, who from remoteness of situation have no access to the 
regular ministrations of the word and ordinances, render highly ex- 
pedient the appointment of a TRAVELLING MISSIONARY for the 
District of Neweastle, to be employed in disposing the services and con- 
solations of the Gospel amongst the remote and unprovided settlers 
thereot. 

In September 1836 the Bishop of Quebec met the views of this 
‘Association by appointing a minister to this important charge. The 
Reverend C. T. Wade, who had recently come to Canada, offered 
his services and was appointed travelling missionary in the New- 
castle District, his duties commencing October 1, 1836. He was 
succeeded in 1838 by the Reverend W. F. S. Harper, and after 
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an interval by the Reverend G. C. Street on July 1, 1839. If the 
general statement be true that Church of England clergymen in 
the pioneer period were inclined to expect a “living” rather than to 
travel widely in their parishes, the following letters of these itinerant 
missionaries indicate that their writers were among the more 
notable exceptions." 


(d) EXTRACTS FROM THE MISSIONARY JOURNAL OF THE 
REVEREND CHARLES TAYLOR WADE 


[The Church,? Cobourg, 1837-1838] 


Cobourg, Sept. 10, 1836.—Having arrived here this day by the Steam 
Boat ‘Traveller’ from Toronto, I lost no time in calling upon the Rev. 
‘A. N. Bethune, Rector of St. Peter's Church, To the advice and sug- 
gestions of this gentleman as to my proceedings I had been particularly 
recommended by our excellent and revered Diocesan, now no more, 
with whom, by a remarkable interposition of Providence, I was 
privileged to form an acquaintance at New York, as well as with the 
reverend gentleman already named, in the previous month. His Lord- 
ship had also directed me, as far as Compatible with my extensive duties, 
to assist this devoted minister in the sphere of his multiplied and 
arduous duties. With this gentleman T have ever lived on terms of the 
most affectionate Christian friendship, and readily do T embrace the 
‘opportunity of expressing my obligations to him for every species of 
useful information respecting my mission, and for unvarying personal 
kindness since I have had the benefit of his acquaintance. 

Sept, I1—This day, by request of the Rector, I preached in St, 
Peter's Church and assisted in the administration of the Holy Com- 
union, at which 60 persons were present. In the very interesting and 
attentive congregation of this town, numbering, generally in the fore- 
noon about 300, are strikingly evidenced the effects of a stated and 
faithful ministration of Gospel ordinances. In the afternoon we pro- 
ceeded to Port Hope, the pastoral charge of which had, from peculiar 
circumstances, devolved upon Mr. Bethune. Here likewise T was 
privileged to address a respectable and attentive audience; and in the 
evening at 7 o'clock T officiated at the desk in St. Peter's, Cobourg. 











"Some missionaries had worked east and west of the Newcastle District a few 
years previously. See W. I. D. Waddilove, The Stewart Missions (London, 1838). 

‘The Chorch of England publication, published in Cobourg from 1837 to 1846, 
and subsequently in Toronto and Hamilton until 1886. The name implies view 
Commonly held by members of the Church of England atthe time—that the term 
church” wae not for ponconformists and disenters. 
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Sept, 16-—The previous days having been employed in preparations 
for my missionary journey and in some occasional duty in aid of Mr. B., 
I proceeded on this day to the village of Colborne in the township of 
Cramahe, Here I was most hospitably received by B.Y. McKyyes, Esq., 
‘whose amiable partner, long afflicted, it was my melancholy duty to 
Visit. She has since ‘entered into her rest’—that ‘rest which remaineth 
for the people of God’. In the evening (Friday) T read prayers and 
preached in the school-house to an attentive congregation of about 50 
persons, most of them, I believe, members of the Established Church 
and upon that occasion and many subsequent ones expressing a strong 
wish for stated services. Thus encouraged I gave notice for a sacramental 
service on the 9th proximo. 

Sept. 17-—Proceeded through an interesting country to Perey, pur- 
posing to proceed to Seymour, whither notices of service for the 18th 
inst. had been forwarded. But on reaching Percy Landing I found that 
the bridge across the Trent was broken; and it being too late to return 
and take the other road, I decided on spending the night at Mr. Francis, 
Beattie’s, who, on this and many subsequent occasions, most kindly 
welcomed me. At a very short notice a congregation assembled in the 
‘evening, to whom T read prayers and expounded a portion of God's 
word, and had with many some pleasing conversation regarding the 
rites and ceremonies of our Church. I removed, through God's merey, 
some objections which are often made to Baptism, 

Sept. 18—On this sabbath moming proceeded to Seymour, and 
found that the Rev. W. F. $. Harper, Travelling Missionary in the 
Midland District, who had been requested by the Bishop to extend his 
visits to this place and to whose pastoral care it has since been com- 
mitted, was preparing to officiate. Happy in the unexpected opportunity 
‘of becoming acquainted with a valued fellow-labourer, of whose 
zealous services in the adjoining District I had been informed, T 
assisted him at the desk and was gratified by finding 23 persons remain 
to partake of the Lord’s Supper. 
faving notified my intention of revisiting this township and ad- 
ministering the Sacrament on the 16th prox., I returned to the Landing 
and at Mr, Beatti’s house read prayers and preached to a respectable 
congregation, who very anxiously pressed for another appointment. 

‘Sept, 19.—-Returning to Perey T rode some miles to see a sick woman. 
She proved an interesting example of the power of Divine grace and of 
the faithfulness of a covenant-keeping God to his promises, The seeds 
of scriptural knowledge had been sown in her mind in a Sunday School 
in Ireland under an excellent minister of Chris's Gospel; but the sense 
‘of her soul's best interests seemed for years to lie buried under the cares, 
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of this world and the pressure of outward circumstances, yet, in the 
hour of affiction true religion revived; that God whose “word shall 
prosper in the thing whereto he sends it, gave her, from those early 
impressions, such ‘joy and peace in believing’ that there seems no doubt 
she is now ‘pressing onward towards the prize of her high calling of 
God in Christ Jesus’. Having had frequent opportunites of visiting this 
‘woman since, T have found her always the same, a consistent, practical 
follower of the Master who has ‘left us an example that we should follow 
his steps. 

In proceeding this day I have to place on record @ merciful inter- 
position of that God ‘whose I am and whom I (labour to) serve': my 
horse taking fright, I was thrown forward out of the waggon, and 
almost miraculously escaped the wheels and the horse's feet. How need~ 
ful it is to recognize the movements of His gracious hand ‘in whom we 
live and move and have our being” On reaching the house of James 
Platt, Esq., I was most hospitably welcomed. In this litle cicle I was 
pleased to discern the characteristic marks of genuine piety, as far at 
Jeast as man can judge. Throughout the family its influence seemed to 
be felt; no ostentatious parade, no enthusiasm, but a fervent love to God 
Jn Christ, and love to man for his sake. It was my privilege on several 
‘occasions to be an inmate of this well-egulated household, and T think 
Tnover left the roof without finding myself edified, and, thanking God, 
took courage to proceed. In the evening I preached to a most attentive 
congregation of about 60 persons, of whom, however, but few were 
members of the Church. 

Sept. 20.-—My horse being from an accident unable to proceed, T 
‘was fortunate in finding a gentleman who took me in his wagon to 
Brighton, Mr. Solomon Hoff, with whom I had much interesting con- 
versation on the ‘things which pertain to the kingdom of God’. Stopping 
at the house of Mr. Stevens, in the 4th concession of Cramahe, near 
which is a place called the ‘happy valley’, I was much pressed to make 
4m appointment, and promised, if God willed, to return soon and assist 
in directing thei views to that which alone can constitute true happiness. 
Proceeding to Brighton where I had anticipated a numerous meeting, 
T found that a Baptist and Presbyterian minister were there holding 
services at the same time, and consequently the attendance on my 
services consisted of not more than 30 hearers 

T eould not ascertain that there are many Churchmen in this place; 
it abounds in a variety of Dissenters of different denominations, yet not 
unfavourably disposed to hear ‘the truth as it is in Jesus’ from any 
minister. In this and the adjoining townships there are many of the 
sect called Christians, with whose tenets, as far as T have been able to 
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discover, there seems much of infidelity connected. There are also many 
who are termed Disciples or Campbellites, in some points approaching 
to the creed of the Anti-poedobaptists. Such of them as T conversed with 
seemed not to entertain sound views of the Atonement in its scriptural 
fulness, nor did they appear to lay much stress on personal and practical 
holiness of heart and life, as the certain evidence of ‘receiving the truth, 
as itis in Jesus’. 

Sept. 21.—Proceeded this day to Colborne, where, after visiting 
some Christian friends, T preached in the evening to a congregation of 
about 50 persons. On the following day (Thursday) T assisted my dear 
brother, the Rector of Cobourg, in a service at Grafton, where he 
addressed himself extemporaneously—his general custom in these week- 
day ministrations—to a most attentive congregation of about 40 
persons. There are few villages which I have visited in which Church 
privileges are more duly estimated than in this; Mr. Barmham' and his 
family, and others in the neighbourhood, are ever ready to promote 
the interests of religion, and their example sets beneficially on the 
ood cause, 

Sept. 23.—Having returned to Cobourg, proceeded on the evening 
of this day, in company with Mr. Bethune, to a school-house about 4 
miles distant, which partakes of his stated visits. An excellent con- 
gregation here waited to ‘draw water with joy out of the wells of 
salvation’. The remainder of the evening was pleasantly and profitably 
spent in a Christian family, several members of which, under his 
trations, have ripened for and entered into their glorious rest; and. 
to whose head, recently departed, an affecting allusion was made in 
the sermon preached on that occasion. 

Sept. 24—Rode out to a school-house in the 4th concession of 
Haldimand, which also partakes of the occasional visits of the pastor of 
Cobourg (who on this occasion baptised four persons), and where a 
good congregation had come together to ‘hear the word of God. 

‘Sunday, Sept. 25, 1836.—Being obliged to remain a few days at 
Cobourg, I was strongly solicited by my friend and brother, the Rector 
of St, Peter's, to advocate the cause of the Christian Knowledge Society 
this day. But on account of my recent arrival in the country, not being 
sufficiently acquainted with its local details and operations, I felt obliged 
to decline the roquest; and the advocacy of the excellent Society con- 
sequently devolved upon himself. In St, Peter's in the forenoon, and in 
‘St. John’s, Port Hope, in the afternoon, impressive sermons were 
preached and good collections made. In the desk, on both those oc- 

The Barnum house, a gem of colonial architecture, has been preserved by the 
Architectural Conservancy of Ontario, 
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casions, I assisted, and preached in the evening to a good congregation 
at Cobourg. 

Sept. 26.—This day T had the gratification of attending the Annual 
Meeting of the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, which was 
followed by that of the Newcastle Branch of the Society for the Propaga- 
tion of the Gospel amongst Destitute Settlers. The details presented 
were full of interest; and amongst the useful bequests of the former 
Society was a grant of books to the extent of £10 for distribution by 
myself in the remoter parts of my missionary sphere of duty. 

Sept. 30.—This evening accompanied the Rev. A. N. Bethune to 
another scene of his week-day ministrations, in the 2d. concession of 
Hamilton, about 5 miles from Cobourg, where the congregation we met 
‘was highly respectable. In consequence of the falling of a portion of 
the boarded ceiling during the time of service—through the mercy of 
Providence none were injured—this service was subsequently trans- 
ferred to another school-house somewhat nearer Cobourg but within 
reach of most of the persons who composed the congregation at that 
time. 

October 2.—In order to enable my reverend brother at Cobourg 10 
attend on this morning at Port Hope for the purpose of administering 
the Holy Sacrament, I had agreed to perform the forenoon service at 
St. Peter's. Here, however, I had the gratification of receiving the 
assistance of the Rev. John Bethune, Rector of Montreal, who had un- 
expectedly arrived on the preceding day; and in the evening we were 
favored with the like help from the Rev. E. J. Boswell of Carleton 
Place. In the afternoon of this day, at 3 P.M,, I attended at Grafton, 
‘where a numerous and attentive congregation were present. 

Sunday, October 9.—aving returned, on the previous day, from 
‘Toronto, where I had been present at a mecting of the clergy of the two 
“Archdeaconties of this Province, I proceeded this morning to Colborne. 
‘The unfavourable state of the weather prevented the assemblage of 
the usual congregation, and the number of communicants was also few. 
In the afternoon I proceeded to Brighton; but owing to the feuds exist- 
ing there between some of the different denominations, the windows of 
the school-house had been broken and the building otherwise so dis- 
‘mantled that it was impossible to officiate in it. T therefore resolved 
‘upon addressing myself to such as could be assembled in a room of the 
inn at which T was stopping; and I was gratified to find that in the 
course of half an hour a congregation of about 50 persons were 
collected, who gave attentive ear to the declaration of the ‘counsel of 
God’. 

October 10.—Proceeded this day to Percy to fulfill an engagement 
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at Centreville, Having been hospitably entertained by Mr. Isaae Patt on 
the way, I proceeded in the evening to Mr. J. Plat’, with whose family 
T went to the schoolshouse, where a crowded congregation awaited me. 
1 may say in truth that the meetings in Perey were bright spots in my 
Missionary tour; and I think that future labourers in tis District would 
View that township with more than common interest. 

October 12.—Hiaving arrived at Perey Landing, had a service which 
‘vas wellatended, Me. Cassan kindly acting as a clerk on the occa 
Acriving at Seymour, was most Kindly received by Mr. Ranney, to whose 

form attention and kindness my brother missionary of the Midland 

ict has frequently alluded in his journal. In company with some 
members of his amisble family I visited a few of the neighbouring 
sentry, and returned to spend in their domestic circle an edifying and 
Profitable evening 

October 14.—The preceding day being occupied in visting several 
familcs in Seymour, I returned on this day to Percy (Benton). Here 
1 was grieved to discover that some who professed themselves members 
‘of our venerable and apostolic Church were leading a course of life by 
no means consistent with their faith; with thse 1 took occasion to con- 
verse in a friendly and affectionate manner and to eprove in the spirit 
of love; and T have reason to belive that, with the blessing of God, the 
Solemn truths set before them were not without some due effect upon 
their souls. 

October 15.—Rode into the country a few miles to see a woman 
bowed down under severe domestic aflictions; endeavoured to direct 
her mind to Jess, the sinner’s hope and only ground of comfort; read 
and prayed with her a considerable time: and before leaving. had the 
satisfaction of sccing her much comforted. Tn the evening read prayers 
and preached at a school-howse in the 2nd concession, where about 80 
People were assembled. After service instructed several in the nature 
fn privilege of Baptism and recived three members into the Church 
by that ordinance. 

Sunday, October 16.—This day proved the first of heavy and con- 
tinued tain since T had entered upon my labour. Procoeded on to 
Seymour, about 10 miles, where I had made a sacramental appointment 
for this day. The congregation, from the scattered nature ofthe popula- 
tion, was necessarily small; and in the expectation of another op- 
Portunity at no distant date T deemed it expedient to postpone the 
!dministration of the Holy Communion. Three service, however, were 
performed on this day; and the auditory at each, though small, was 
attentive. 

October 17.—Returning by Percy Mills T made a few calls according 
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to promise, and think that some to whom I had spoken manifested im- 
provement. Professing themselves to be ‘convinced of sin’, I directed 
them—with an endeavour to adapt my discourse to their respective 
characters—individually and collectively to the sinner's Advocate, to 
the ‘Lamb of God that taketh away sin’. Amidst the outward obstacles 
of a heavy fall of snow and very bad roads I proceeded to Asphodel; 
and night overtaking me, I experienced a most kind and hospitable 
reception at Mr. R. Humphrey's. Before retiring to rest I was gratified 
in joining his family circle in reading the Holy Scriptures—each child 
furnished with his Bible and reading a passage in turn—and concluding 
these meditations upon the word of God with prayer. 

November 4th, 1836—Having completed my first and highly en- 
couraging visit to the townships of Clarke and Darlington, T returned 
to Cramahe, where, after visiting a widow in her affliction, I proceeded 
to the ‘happy valley" in the 4th concession. On this evening I met a 
considerable congregation and much attention; nor can T omit the tribute 
‘of my thankful recollection of the disinterested kindness of Mr. and 
‘Mrs. Stevens in that neighborhood. As I proceeded from hence to Percy, 
I distributed some Testaments and Tracts, furnished to me by the 
Christian Knowledge Society, which were most gratefully accepted, 

Nov. $—Performed service this evening at Centreville in Percy, 
‘where T had the gratification of meeting a large assemblage; and at the 
conclusion of the public exercises had much conversation with persons 
anxious to be informed concerning the ritual, doctrines, and ministry 
of our venerated Church, T am persuaded that, under God’s blessing, the 
‘mind being directed to these things, many prejudices and misconceptions 
will be removed; and the subject I would, with all deference, recom- 
mend to the consideration of those whom the Lord may appoint 10 
succeed me in this interesting field of labour, as one possessing no small 
share of interest in the minds of the people. 

Nov. 6.—This day, according to appointment, officiated in Seymour; 
and it being a bright and beautiful morning a large congregation was 
assembled, almost all of whom partook of the holy Sacrament, The con- 
‘regation in the afternoon in another part of the township was not so 
encouraging; but various reasons were assigned for the comparative 
hinness of the attendance which seemed to remove all suspicion of an 
indifference to the privilege. 

‘Nov. 7—On this day, returning to Percy Mills, was hospitably re- 
ceived by Mr. Humphrey, brother to the gentleman to whom T was so 
‘much indebted for similar kindness in Asphodel. Here I received four 
children into the church by baptism, and had an opportunity of explain 
some of the difficulties with which, in the minds of dissenters at 
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least from our communion, the subject is often connected. In the eve- 
ning read prayers and preached in a school-house to upwards of 60 
people; and afterwards some of the neighbours assembled to whom 1 
read and expounded a portion of God's word, engaging with them in 
familiar and kindly conversation on subjects which should be dear to 
every Christian's heart and hopes. 

Nov. 1.—Having spent the three previous days in a species of pas 
toral intercourse with the inhabitants in the neighbourhood of Me. 
Ranney’, I returned to Benton where I preached on this day to a very 
large and attentive congregation. Sudden and acute illness, though, as 
it providentially tured out, not lasting, coupled with the complete 
breaking up of the roads, compelled me to relinquish my proposed visit 
to Asphodel for the present at least, and I returned to Cobourg in order 
from thence to enter upon a more’ practicable sphere of duty. 

Nov. 31.—This day assisted my friend and brother, the Rector of St. 
Peter's, both morning and evening, he himself having fulfilled the duty 
at Port Hope at 3 P.M. The following day I accompanied him to a 
funeral at the latter place, which peculiar circumstances rendered un- 
usually large, the man having been unhappily killed by violence on the 
wharf 

Nov. 14.—Accompanied Mr. Bethune to a school house about 5 

miles distant where a very large congregation united in the services of 
the church and gave earnest attention 0 the exposition of the revealed 
Word. 
Nov. 17.—On this day the youngest son of the dear and valued 
jend just mentioned was received into the church by baptism; nor do 
we doubt that there were prayers offered up on that occasion which will 
be answered in the communication of spiritual blessings. Tt was my 
privilege to administer the sacred rite in the house of God and in the 
presence of numerous friends. 

Nov. 18.—Mr. Bethune having left me in temporary charge of his 
parish while he proceeded to Cavan in order to induct into that Rectory 
the Rev. Samuel Armour, I repaired on this evening, in fulfilment of 
his engagements, to a school house about 4 miles to the westward of 
Cobourg, where I had the satisfaction of preaching to an excellent con- 
‘gregation; and on the following day I fulfilled a similar appointment in 
the 4th concession of Haldimand. 

‘Nov. 20.—The duties of the Rector of Cobourg having this day de- 
volved upon me, I preached at 11 A.M. in St. Peter's to a very numerous 
auditory; at 3 PIM. I delivered a funeral sermon at Port Hope, founded 
upon the circumstances alluded to above, when the church was crowded 
to overflowing; and again at 7 PM., at Cobourg, assisted in the latter 
service by the Rev, J. Coghlan, 
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Nov. 23.—Being relieved from my temporary charge of the manifold 
duties of Cobourg, I proceeded on this day towards the northwestern 
parts of the Newcastle District. Spent this night at the hospitable abode 
of Mr. Joseph Graham, having previously officiated in a private dwelling 
in the vicinity where a considerable congregation was assembled, but 
less than would have attended had the notice been more generally cir 
culated, 

‘The following day I had the pleasure of becoming acquainted with a 
brother Iabourer, the Rev. Samuel Armour, whose praise as a zealous 
‘and indefatigable minister of the Gospel of Christ is well and widely 
known. From few have I experienced more kindness, and with few 
‘maintained more delightful Christian intercourse than with this respected 
‘minister and his amiable family. 

Nov, 25.—Accompanied by Mr. Armour I proceeded this day to the 
house of Mr. Hughes in the 4th concession of Cavan, where a small but 
attentive assembly awaited our arrival; several had returned home, as 
the bad roads had delayed us considerably beyond the hour appointed. 
Upon this and every subsequent occasion I found Mr. Hughes, and the 
several branches of his family with whom T came in contact in various 
parts of the District, most friendly and obliging. 

‘On the following day, accompanied by Mr. H., I proceeded to the 
2d. concession of Emily, where, in a convenient school-house, T read 
prayers and preached to a tolerably good congregation. A ‘raising-bee’ 
in the neighborhood prevented many from attending: a species of 
friendly association which, whatever may be its value to the new settler, 
is generally accompanied by demoralizing effects. 

Nov. 26—Arrived this day in Williamstown, Emily, where 1 experi- 
enced 2 most kind welcome from Messrs. Cottingham and Josiah 
Hughes. In the evening read prayers and preached to a large and atten 
tive audience. 

In this township is a large Protestant population and many firm and 
attached adherents of our invaluable Church. A very anxious desire was 
expressed for the ministrations of a regular clergyman, a desire em- 
bodied shortly after in a numerously signed memorial to the Lord 

ishop of Montreal; and a considerable sum was subscribed towards 
the erection of a church. 

Nov. 27.—This day, in company with Messrs. Hughes and Cotting- 
ham, T proceeded in Ops, and found a large congregation awaiting my 
arrival in the second concession, at the house of Mr. Rae, a pious and 
excellent man. The state of the roads rendered it impossible to proceed 
to the fulfilment of an appointment made for me at Purdy's Mill, about 
13 miles further; so that I returned in the hope of having a second ser- 
vice at Williamstown in Emily. The ground, however, having been pre- 
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‘occupied by Mr. Armstrong, of the Methodist connexion, with whom 
Thad subsequently much interesting conversation, I returned to Cavan; 
and after a visit to Peterboro’, when I formed my first acquaintance 
with its valuable Rector of whom I shall have occasion hereafter to 
speak much and often, I accompanied Mr. Armour, on 

Dec. 2, to the fourth concession of Cavan, where I officiated to a 
‘numerous congregation. On the following day, being Sunday, I attended 
at Williamstown in Emily in the forenoon; and in a commodious room 
fitted up for divine worship by Mr. Cottingham I preached to upwards 
‘of 100 persons. In the afternoon I proceeded about five miles to another 
school house, where I found fully 150 persons assembled to join in the 
admirable prayers of our Church and to hear the word of God. Of this 
township it may truly be said that ‘a great and effectual door is opened’, 
and such circumstances may well animate our prayers to ‘the Lord of 
the harvest that he would send forth more labourers into his harvest’. 
Having spent some days in visiting these parts and endeavouring to 
‘preach Jesus Christ from house to house’, and finding that the impas- 
sable state of the roads rendered it expedient to direct my ministrations 
to the un-supplied townships in front, I returned on the 8th. instant to 
Cobourg. During this week I was introduced, by my reverend brother 
the Rector of this parish, to another most interesting and useful sphere 
of his labours, termed ‘household, or cottage lectures’, known better in 
England, I believe, by the latter term. On these occasions a portion of 
Scripture is familiarly expounded, and the exercise is concluded with 
prayer. From frequent participation in these devotional exercises I can 
bear my most unqualified testimony to their admirable and important 
effect; nothing, in short, can better second and establish the influence of 
those more public and solemn services which form the duties of the 
Sabbath day. The illustrations of Scripture or of Christian duty which 
are, on these occasions, given—from the familiar and conversational 
‘manner in which they are conveyed—have the best possible tendency 
in impressing with a clearer knowledge of Scripture truth, and in enfore- 
ing those practical duties which the profession of Christian faith so 
necessarily involves, That these Christian exercises are so appreciated 
by those for whose benefit they are designed is sufficiently manifest from 
the number and the deep attention of those who engage in them. 

Dec. 11.—This day T assisted at St. Peter's Church both morning 
and evening, and officiated at Port Hope at 3 P.M., at which hour Mr. 
Bethune availed himself of my aid to attend at Grafton. On Wednesday 
the 14th walked with Mr. B. about five miles over frozen mud to fulfil 
fn engagement at @ school-house in Hamilton, where, notwithstanding. 
the wretched roads and severe weather, we met a considerable con- 




















COMMUNITY LIFE: RELIGION sa 


gregation; and on the 16th I accompanied the same gentleman to a 
school-house in another direction under circumstances of roads and 
‘weather nearly 2s unfavourable. 

Dec. 18.—This day, Mr. Bethune having volunteered with me an ex- 
change of duties, I officiated twice in St. Peter's, Cobourg, as also at 
Port Hope, while he brought back most favorable accounts of gratifying 
attendance on three occasions of public worship in Darlington and 
‘Clark on the same day. On the previous day (Saturday) service was 
performed by me in the 4th concession of Haldimand. 

Dec, 20.—Proceeded this day to Brighton, where, after a hospitable 
reception on the way by Mr. Goslee of Colborne, I officiated at a re- 
spectable farmer’s of the name of Hubble, and was gratified by the 
attendance of a large congregation. On returning preached at Grafton 
‘on the evening of the 22d.; attended a funeral at Port Hope on the 
24h., and officiated and administered the Holy Sacrament in the latter 
place on Christmas Day. The weather on this day was particularly un- 
favourable, so that the numbers both of the congregation and com- 
‘municants was comparatively small; I returned and by request preached 
at Cobourg at 7 P.M. 








(B) MasasTRATIONS OF THE REVEREND W. S. F. HARPER 
[The Church, 1838] 


- In the early part of the month of May having occasion to go down 
to Kingston, I officiated once or twice during my absence in that neigh- 
bourhood, as also at the Mohawk Mission, and Napanee for the Rev. 
G. Givins. On my return into Seymour I was enabled to carry my plans 
{or the establishment of a Sunday-school on either side of the river into 
effect, and succeeded far beyond my expectation. A Sunday-school con- 
ducted by the Scotch Presbyterians (Whose efforts in this particular 
‘demand the highest commendation) had been for some time in operation 
in Seymour-East, so that all that now remained to be done in this quar~ 
ter, was to select some new teachers and take the whole under my own 
supervision, This then was readily accomplished, the Presbyterians 
cheerfully relinquishing their claims in my favour, and they together 
with many others volunteering their services as teachers. To the family 
of R. P, Boucher, Esq., and to Mr. Alex. Menzies (the Superintendent) 
Tam much indebted for their ready concurrence and unremitted assiduity 

"The Wade journal is concluded by less detailed material published in The 
Church, August 25, 1838, +t se, Meanwhile the Reverend W. F-S, Harper hd 
‘written to The Church on Apel 27 of that yea, oulining his ministration, i the 
Ear dng 127, wh, ting ome feral oseations, en In ea 
rection ( 
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in this labour of love. In Seymour-West a small school was also estab- 
lished under the superintendence of Mr. J. Tice, Jun., who in this as 
‘well as many other respects, proved himself a most valuable ‘fellow- 
Jabourer with me in the Gospel’. To the family of B. B. Ranney, Esq, 
we were indebted for the use of the room, and also for one of our most 
useful and exemplary teachers. The attendance at these schools was 
necessarily very fluctuating, owing to the great distance many of the 
children had to come and the often almost impassable state of the roads; 
the same causes also prevented the schools being in operation during 
the winter months, or rather during the Spring and Fall of the year. 
‘The number of children who generally attended the school in Seymour- 
East averaged from thirty to forty, that in Seymour-West from fifteen 
to twenty. A day school, after much difficulty and through the unwearied 
exertions and generosity of Major Campbell, was also established about 
this time, which averaged in attendance from eighteen to twenty-five 
scholars; but from the same causes which operated against the Sunday 
schools it was frequently considerably under that number. 

In the course of the following month (June) I made a Missionary 
excursion into the townships of Marmora, Madoc, Huntingdon, and 
Hungerford, performed Divine Service at several different places in 
‘each of them, and baptized six children. The attendance every where 
was good, and refreshing indeed was the manner in which these simple 
bbut well meaning people greeted my return among them. So rejoiced 
did many of them appear, and so anxious to improve the opportunity 
afforded them, that several accompanied me on foot to the different 
stations where duty called me, regardless of the toils of the way, the 
‘excessive heat, and the innumerable swarms of flies and mosquitoes 
which, in the back settlements, are at this particular season almost intol- 
erable, Such little incidents as these surely more than repay the per- 
plexities and toils to which the Missionary is naturally subjected, afford- 
ing as they do a comfortable hope that he has not Taboured in vain’ 
Dut shall yet ‘reap if he faint not. 

‘The persons of whom I speak were not all members of our Com- 
union, but as in most other settlements were composed of various 
denominations. Many of them too, in the ‘time of their ignorance’, had, 
like others, been disposed to lift up their voice against our revered 
Establishment, her ministers and her ritual. Here then is one among 
many proofs which might be adduced, that the Church is only to be 
known to be revered, and to disarm that prejudice which alas! so many 
in this country have imbibed, in consequence of having her represented 
to them, by wilfully ignorant or ill-disposed persons, in a false and un- 
‘hallowed light. What then have those to answer for who from theit 
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exalted situations should be the protectors amd defenders of the 
(Church, that is, as far as regards her temporalities, have suffered her so 
long to be deprived of her lawful rights; for to this is undoubtedly owing, 
jn a great measure at least, the lamentable destitution which now pre- 
vails in every District throughout the Province. Had the original inten- 
tion of Government been carried into effect, had the stream of Royal 
bounty been permitted to flow in its intended channel and a clergyman 
placed in every township as it became settled, the result would have 
been widely different both in a religious, moral, and political point of 

jew from that which now unfortunately exists. The question, however, 
not what might have been, but what is to be done to remedy the 
evil and to supply the wants of the destitute Settlers. Certainly no more 
effectual plan could have been devised than that adopted by the Society 
under whose auspices T have had the honor to be employed now nearly 
three years, 

In addition to the above mentioned tours I made several other ex- 
‘cursions, during my sojourn in Seymour, into the adjoining Townships, 
baptized several children, and attended the funerals of several persons, 
‘on which occasions I invariably preached to large assemblies. On my 
return to Seymour in October I resumed my pastoral labours and was 
also engaged collecting subscriptions for fiting up the temporary build- 
ings appropriated for public worship. In Seymour East a School-house, 
the frame of which had been put up some time previous, was completed 
and made to answer the purpose both of a school and temporary 
Church. In Seymour West we were indebted for the building and all the 
conveniences necessary to fit it for a Church—the stove alone excepted 
—to the kindness and generosity of B. B. Ranney, Fsq., whose kindness 
and liberality has indeed upon all occasions been most unbounded. 

‘Towards the end of December I again set out on a missionary excur- 
sion into the Midland District; but previous to my reaching Kingston 
had the misfortune to injure my horse so severely as to render him use- 
less during the remainder of the season. Some time necessarily elapsed 
before I was enabled to procure another; which together with the almost 
impassable state of the roads and the very unsettled state of the country, 
in consequence of the unnatural Rebellion, prevented my giving that 
attention to missionary duty T was desirous of doing during the winter 
season, and indeed detained me much longer than T had intended from 
my home mission in Seymour. 

have the honor to remain, 




















Rev. Sir, your obedient servant, 
W. F, STUART HARPER. 


mm ‘THE VALLEY OF THE TRENT 
(C) THE REVEREND G. C. STREET'S TRAVELLING MISSION 
[The Church, October 19, 1839, et seq.] 


To the Editor of the Church. 
Cobourg, 7th October, 1839. 
Revd. and dear Sir, 

‘As [ have observed it to be the custom of our Travelling Missionaries 
to give an account of the most interesting particulars of their tours, 
through the medium of ‘THE CHURCH’, I have thought that it might 
not be unacceptable, nor perhaps altogether without its use, were I to 
follow their example and throw together in as small a compass as pos- 
sible my recollections of such incidents connected with my last Mission 
ary tour as have seemed to me the most likely to be of interest to your 
readers. 

1 left this on the afternoon of Saturday the 6th July, and arriving at 
Colborne the same evening, took up my quarters as usual at the r 
dence of our hospitable friend Mr. Goslee. Having performed Divine 
Service the next morning to good congregation in the village, T was 
fon the point of starting for Percy when a severe storm came on, which 
detained me till 4 P.M. After travelling for the first hour and a half in 
the rain the weather cleared up, but owing to the state of the roads T 
was unable to each my destination till half past 7 o'clock, and unfor- 
tunately just as the congregation which had assembled were dispersing. 
Mr. Platt, however, at whose house I was kindly received, called in a 
few of his neighbors, and I read a part of the evening service and a ser- 
‘mon. On the following morning I proceeded to Seymour, and after en- 
countering another violent thunder storm reached it in time for Divine 
Service at 4 P.M. The congregation, owing to this interruption and the 
busy season of the year, was small, but the attention of the audience and 
the personal kindness of Mr. Ranni were very gratifying. Early on the 
Sth T left for Asphodel, returning through Percy; and after a long and 
tedious ride—having gone two or three miles out of my way—I arrived 
at Mr. Birdsall’, whose house is beautifully situated at the head of Rice 
Lake, commanding a view of that picturesque sheet of water for a dis- 
tance of many miles. Mr. and Mrs. B. T regretted to find were absent, 
and my notice of service had in consequence not been circulated. At 
‘noon the next day I left for Otonabee, and arrived at Mr. Rubidge’s in 
the course of the afternoon, and employed the greater part of the fol- 
owing day in riding through the neighbourhood, giving notice for a 
service on Friday. That morning set in with rain, and my congregation 
‘was consequently but small; although as it was, many walked a distance 
of three miles through the wet, and over muddy roads. There was much 
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anxiety manifested in this neighbourhood for the regular ministrations 
of the Church; and I understood that @ rear concession ofthis Township 
is sotled almost exclusively with members of the Church of England, 
who have but very rarely indeed an opportunity of attending her ser~ 

‘On the following day passing through Peterborough 1 proceeded to 
Cavan, and from thence early on Sunday morning I rode to Emily, a 
distance of 10 miles. At 11 o'clock I met the largest congregation that 
TThave seen assemble in the back-woods, numbering, I should suppose, 
250 persons. The school-house, although more spacious than those 
buildings usually are, was unable to contain the whole of the eongre- 
gation, so that numbers were accomodated with seats on the outside 
round the open windows. After the services were concluded many of 
the conaregation, several of whom came from the distance of seven 
niles, crowded round me to express their earnest desire for the settle 
rent of a clergyman amongst them, and tears evinced their sincerity 
‘A very good frame for a church with a tower had been erected and 
nearly roofed, and the residents were only waiting till there should 
appear a reasonable prospect of the appointment of a clergyman in 
order to complete the building. In the afternoon of the same day I rode 
to Ops, and preached to a tolerable congregation in a private house. 
Being kindly pressed by my very hospitable host Me. Hughes, T re- 
mained in Emily till Wednesday morning, having no appointment in the 
mean time. On that day I proceeded to Peterborough, and reached it 
carly in the afternoon in time to attend the meeting ofthe clergy atthe 
Rev. C. T. Wade's. This and the following day were spent most 
pleasantly, and I trust profitably, with my clerical brethren, 

On Friday morning, the 19th July, [left at an early hour for Fenelon 
Falls; and having travelled the first 12 miles in a waggon, embarked i 
f private fourcoared boat and ascended the Lakes, arriving at our 
estination a little before midnight, The scenery through which we 
passed was often very beautiful, though extremely wild. On Sunday, 
although much indisposed from the fluctuations of the weather and 
exposure to the night air, T was, by the blessing of God, enabled to per- 
form service and preach twice to very good congregation. T also ch 
tened nine children and had an application for an adult baptism, but 
declined on finding after examination that the candidate did not evince 
a suficient knowledge of the great truths of Christianity. The spirited 
proprietors of this flourishing spot have been the means of the erection 
of a log church, neatly fited up with pulpit, reading desk, and com- 
‘munion table. The building is beautifully situated on the summit of a 
rising ground in their new village. A fund has also been raised in the 
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‘mother country among the friends of the settlers in this neighbourhood, 
which will assist very materially in the support of a clergyman. 

(On Monday morning I left in a two-oared boat with a gentleman and 
lady who had come up the lake seven miles on Sunday morning to 
attend the services, and I was obliged to take shelter from a thunder 
storm under their roof, where we arrived just in time to escape it. As 
soon as the weather had cleared up I embarked again with my boatman, 
and about 5 P.M. arrived at Bobcaygean, where for the first time I per- 
formed the marriage ceremony. Starting with my boatman before sun- 
rise the next morning, we arrived at the landing on Mud Lake about 
noon. From thence I walked 12 miles to Peterborough, and availed 
myself once more of the hospitality of the Rev. C. T. Wade. We left 
together the next morning, and had service in Otonabee at 11 o'clock. 
‘The day again proved, unfortunately, very wet and stormy; yet I pro- 
ceeded in the evening to fulfil my engagement at Gilchrist’s mills, but 
found that publicity had not been given to my notice, through the inad- 
vertency of the party to whom I had entrusted its circulation. 1 sub- 
sequently experienced a similar disappointment, from the same cause, 
at Asphodel. 

On Saturday 1 proceeded through Percy to Seymour, where I per= 
formed service on Sunday morning, and at Percy at 6 o'clock the same 
evening. Leaving early on Monday morning the 29th. inst., I returned 
‘once more to Cobourg, by the blessing of God in health and safety, 
hhaving travelled in all, by land and water, upwards of 300 miles. 

In some instances, in the remote settlements, I found a plan pursued 
which appears to have been attended with beneficial results. I allude to 
the practice of a layman reading the Church service and a printed ser- 
‘mon to his neighbours every Sunday. This I have found to have been 
the means of keeping alive a sense of religion in the backwoods, and of 
maintaining affection towards the Church and a desire for the regular 
tministrations of her clergy. It would be impossible for one who had not 
witnessed it to conceive adequately the spiritual destitution existing in 
those remote places; and while it is seldom relieved by any sound or 
regular ministration, Socinians, Mormons, and other teachers of false 
doctrines reap an abundant harvest. 

It is impossible that a conscientious Christian having at heart, as he 
must have, the salvation of the souls of his fellow-creatures and the 
advancement of Christ’s kingdom, could see what I have seen and re- 
main unconvinced of the necessity for the recognition of Religion by a 
Government professedly Christian. The consideration of the means— 
obviously simple as circumstances would seem to render them—to be 
adopted I leave to others; but to the existence of the absolute need of 




















[30] FORD ON THE INDIAN RIVER, DUMMER TOWNSHIP 





Somer we sewnes [31] COTTON MILL, HASTINGS, 1863 





[32] HOMES OF HENRY FOWLDS AND HIS CHILDREN 





[31] LOOKING DOWN THE RIVER TRENT 
The Reverend Micha A. Farrr (13-1876) was the Church of England missionary inthe 
Tegion. The steamboat i iwo ofthe watercolours the Fores Cty 








COMMUNITY LIFE: RELIGION a7 


such a course, I bear my testimony, however feeble. We know that the 
blessed day will arrive when ‘the kingdoms of this world shall become 
the kingdoms of our Lord, and his Christ; and He shall reign for ever’, 
but this conviction should not lead man’presumptuously to forgo the 
use of the most effectual means; and I confidently trust that we may yet 
see, where now there is but ‘the voice of one crying in the wilderness’, 
the prophecy amply fulfilled in its spiritual sense; “The wilderness and 
the solitary place shall be glad for them; and the desert shall rejoice, 
and blossom as the rose’. 
I remain, Rev. and deat Sit, 
Yours very faithfully, 
Geo. Charles Street, 
‘Travelling Missionary. 


(d) CONCLUSION OF THE REVEREND GEORGE C. STREET'S MISSION 
{The Church, February 1, 1840] 
To the Editor of the Church. Cobourg, 28th January, 1840, 


Rey. and dear Sir,—Having made two missionary tours since the 
publication of my letter in October last, I now present a short sketch of 
‘them to the friends of the Church, through the medium of your valuable 
and interesting journal. 

T left this on Thursday the 10th of October, and the same evening 
reached Cavan; and having availed myself of the wonted hospitality of 
the Rev. 8. Armour, I proceeded on the following morning to Emily, 
where [had service at 3 P.M. On the following Sunday, according to 
appointment, I undertook the duties of the Rev. C. T. Wade at Peter- 
borough, he having had occasion to make a journey to Quebec. In the 
afternoon of that day T also preached in Otonabie according to previous 
notice, a Methodist preacher having concluded his services to the same 
congregation but a few minutes before my arrival. This is am occurrence 
which must often happen, and results from the want of a system of 
stated services, which however I fear will be impracticable while the 
Tabourers in the vineyard are so deplorably few. 

‘On Monday the 14th October I proceeded to Perey, and from thence 
to the Carrying-Place, where on the 16th and 17th Thad the satisfaction 
of attending the Clerical Meeting held at the residence of the Rev. J. 
Grier. 

‘On the following Friday I proceeded to Seymour, and on the succeed 
ing Sunday preached to a large congregation at Mr. Rannie’s in the 
morning, and officiated at Percy at 7 in the evening. 








328 ‘THE VALLEY OF THE TRENT 


(On Monday the 21st I proceeded to Mr. Birdsall’s in Asphodel, and 
‘on Tuesday fulfiled an engagement which ad been made for me at 
Keelers Mills, a distance of 12 miles. Here I christened a child. On 
‘Wednesday 1 preached to a good congregation at Walker’s Mills, and 
baptized four children. On the following day I had service at Gilchrist’s 
Mills, and was again called on to christen a child. On the 26th T reached 
Enily, and the next day being Sunday preached in the village in the 
‘morning, and in the afternoon in Ops. Subsequently I spent two or three 
days in Peterborough, and on the Ist November rode to Lindsay, in 
‘Ops, where I preached at 3 PM. I baptized this week six children in 
this township. 

‘On Saturday, a boat having been sent for me from Fenelon Falls, 1 
proceeded thither, and preached there twice on the following day. 

‘Monday evening found me once more in Emily, and on the next 
evening I rode through a pitiless snow storm to Mr. Armour’s which, 
although but a distance of ten mils, it took me between three and four 
hours to accomplish. The next day was equally unpropitious, and I had 
a very disagrecable ride of 34 miles, but arrived once more, by God's 
blessing, in good health, at Cobourg, having been absent about @ month, 
and having travelled in dhat time nearly 400 miles. 

Having remained at Cobourg for about three weeks—performing in 
the interval services at Colborne and Grafton, and otherwise assisting 
the Rector of the Parish—T left again on the 30th Nov. and preached 
at 10 o'clock the following morning, being Sunday, to a numerous con- 
_gregation at a station about eleven miles on the Peterborough road. 
‘There are many families inthis neighbourhood warmly attached to the 
Church, but it is seldom that they have an opportunity of attending her 
services. Previous tothe assembling ofthe congregation Thad an oppor- 
tunity of briefly examining a very respectable Sunday-school which is 
steadily conducted here. I reached St. Paul's church in Cavan shortly 
after the commencement of afternoon services; and having preached 
for Mr. Armour I proceeded in company with him to his residence, and 
remaining till Wednesday, went on to Emily. As Thad come out almost 
entirely upon a pioneering expedition, to explore townships hitherto 
unvisited by any of our Clergy, and to make stations for future appoint- 
‘ments, Thad no engagements this week, but made the most of my time 
by forwarding as far as T could the plans for the completion of the 
Church at this spot. On Thursday T rode round, accompanied by Mr. 
Hughes, t call on the members of the Building Commits, a meeting 
of which was called for Saturday. On the evening of that day the Rev. 
R. J.C. Taylor arrived from Peterborough, not having been aware that 
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1 was in the neighbourhood; on the following morning 1 assisted him 
in the service at the village, and while he returned to Peterborough, 
officiating ata station about five miles on the road, I had divine service 
in Ops at 3 P.M. On Monday I rode to Ms. Ruttan’s, in the latter town- 
ship, where I was kindly received, and left an appointment for the 
12th, Passing through Mariposa on the following day, 1 found myself 
in the evening in Brock, in the Home District, where I was hospitably 
received at the house of Major Thompson. From Mr. Cowan also, @ 
neighbouring magistrate, 1 received kind attention, both now and the 
following week. I found that, according to the returns lately made ofthe 
comparative numbers belonging to different denominations, there were 

; and yet it had not 
been visited by a clergyman for between two and three years. 

‘On Wednesday evening I rode on into Eldon and was kindly enter 
tained at the house of Mr. Ewing, Snow having fallen in great quant 
ties and the ground being yet soft, my ride to Mr. Ruttan’s was rendered 
very unpleasant, the mud reaching at times almost to the stirrups as 1 
sat on horseback. However, I arrived in time to fulll my appointment, 
and had the gratification of preaching to a large congregation. I also 
christened four children. I returned on Friday to Emily, and on Saturday 
attended second meeting of the Building Committee, upon which 
cccasion the contract for the completion of the church was given out 
T preached on the following day atthe village in the morning, and in the 
‘afternoon at Braden’s on the Peterborough road. This was the frst time 
‘of my officiating at this place, and T had much reason to be pleased 
With the number, attention, and respectability of my congregation. The 
members of the Church inthis quarter are only waiting for the appoint- 
sent of a resident minister in Emily in order to erecta suitable building 
for Divine worship. On Monday afternoon, having been provided with 
a sleigh by the kindness of Mr. Hughes, I commenced a seoond tour in 
the western townships inorder to full the appointments made the week 
previous. [preached on Tuesday evening in Mariposa to a large congre- 
gation, and christened two children. On the following day, accompanied 
bby several members of Major Thompson's and Mr. Cowan's families, 
T proceeded to Mr. Vrooman’s, situated almost in the centre of Brock. 
The roads were so unexpectedly bad that, although the hour appointed 
was 11 AM, we did not arrive till half-past twelve; yet T found a very 
large congregation waiting with patience for my arrival. A petition to 
the Lord Bishop for a resident clergyman was put into my hands, with 
‘request that T would give notice after service of its remaining at Mr, 
‘Vrooman's for signature. With this request T had much satisfaction in 
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complying, and read it aloud to the congregation, upon which they 
came forward with much alacrty to add their names. I christened at 
this time nine children, and although 1 could not insist upon sponsors 
in every cas, it wll, Iam sure, be gratifying to all well-wishers of the 
‘Church, and particularly to your correspondent C., to learn that those 
who did take that obligation upon them on this occasion were com- 
‘municants. Iwill take this opportunity of stating that I exercise as much 
care as circumstances will permit with regard to the parents of the 
children, and as for the sponsors, am invariably in the habit of rejecting 
them unless they appear sensible ofthe solemn nature of the responsi- 
bility incurred. It must be evident to you that itis impossible, under the 
circumstances in which a Travelling Missionary is placed, to exercise 
as much care in this respect as resident ministers with a knowledge of 
their people are enabled to do. 

My lengthened duties in Brock detained me till 3 P.M. and having 
at 6 o'clock an appointment in Eldon at a distance of 12 miles, I made 
the best of my way to that quarter, accompanied by Mr. Cowan, on 
horseback. Not knowing the exact situation of the spot where I was 
to officiate, we took the wrong road, and in consequence found upon 
reaching the school-house that about half of the congrezation had let. 
[preached however to those who had remained, and found them grateful 
for the privilege of service afforded them. One female, whose attention 
Thad observed to be rivetted to the service as it proceeded, came up 
‘upon its conclusion to the person who had led the responses, and, as 
hie afterwards told me, took him by the hand and thanking him ex- 
claimed, ‘O Sir, Thave been this evening ia England again!" Tt must be 
indeed no small delight to those who have been, perhaps for years, 
debarred from listening to and joining in the exquisite prayers of our 
Liturgy, to have all their old associations revived in so calm and holy a 
‘manner. I could almost envy the poor woman her feelings as the recol- 
Tections of her fatherland came crowding on her mind. May I be 
allowed to digress litle Tonger in order to remind those who have 
constant facilities for attending the services of the sanetuary—so much 
0 a8 almost to ave forgotten the greatness ofthe privlege—that there 
fre hundreds and even thousands of their brethren, scattered through 
the wilderness ‘2s sheep having no shepherd’, who would rejoice to be 
‘even ‘door-keepers in the house ofthe Lord’. 

T neglected to mention in its proper place that a Sunday-School 
exists in Brock, numbering 50 children; and to which my attention was 
repeatedly and earnestly called, a they were destitute of books. T was 
resuested to obtain a supply of the Church Catechisms for it, which 
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1 promised to do. You will agree with me that it is highly creditable to 
the members of the Church in this neighbourhood to have kept alive, as 
they have done, a sense of their duties as Christians by providing for 
the religious instruction of the rising generation. 

‘Arsiving at Mr. Ruttan’s on the 19th T preached again to a congre- 
zation of about 30; and drove to Emily on the following day. There 
‘ministered private baptism to an infant and married a couple; after 
which T proceeded to Mr. Armour's. On Sunday I preached for him 
in the morning, and at St. Paul's church in the afternoon on my way 
hhome, while he undertook my Missionary duty in the township of Man~ 

‘Thus ended my third tour of 280 miles, which had proved to me 
highly interesting: and which, 1 devoutly trust, may not have been 
without a blessing to some immortal soul. 

1 take the opportunity once for all of acknowledging the great kind- 
ness which in every quarter was exercised towards me during my travels; 
and I am constrained to say that, whatever other apostolic precept may 
fall short of fulfilment in the backwoods, this one does not,—"Use hos- 
pitality one to another without grudging. 

Neither, while I bear testimony to the kindness of man, would T for- 
bear to acknowledge thus publicly my gratitude to Almighty God, who 
has given and continued to me in all my wanderings health and strength 
and cheerfulness. 

T hope it will not be trespassing on the limits of a letter to offer a 
suggestion before concluding, for the supply in part of the wants of the 
spiritually destitute. My plan is this:—to appoint stations as nearly 
equidistant as possible from two, three, or more resident clergymen, 
a8 the opportunities may exist; and which shall be visited by each of 
them alternately, at stated intervals. For the sake of example, we will 
suppose that there is settlement having. one minister resident within 
cighteen, another within twenty, and another within thirty miles. They 
agree to have service there once a fortnight, so that, taking it alternately, 
teach would be obliged to go once in six weeks only; and the benefits 
that would, by the blessing of God, result from such a plan, would far 
‘more than'compensate for the additional labour. This, combined with 
‘8 modification of the plan recommended by a recent correspondent in 
your paper (M.M.), might, and T feel confident, would be productive 
of the happiest results. 

















T remain, Rev. and dear Sir, 
Ever yours faithfully, 
Geo. C. Street. 
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TT, Scrios exemplifies the attempt to provide educational 
cilities under the most adverse conditions. ‘The first known 
letters relative to schools are here reproduced, together with 
spectors’ reports which outline the problems to be faced and how 
they were met. The public-spirited work of those who strove to 
advance education amid discouraging conditions of every type is 
here given recognition. An example of efforts to educate privately 
where public facilities were not available is No. 6, consisting of 
excerpts from the journal of Anne Langton, 1839, 





1. Lack oF Scuoors IN THE Newcastie Disteicr, 1816 
(@) LETTER OF ELIAS JONES 


[Public Archives of Canada, Educational Papers, U.C., R.G. 5 B11, 
Vol. 2, No. 9] 


Hamilton! 30% August 1816. 
Sir, 

Your Letter of the 19 Instant Requesting a Report of the State of 
the Public School in the District of New Castle I have had the Honor 
to Receive, and in reply, beg leave to state for the information of His 
Exeellency the Lieutenant Governor, that in consequence of the great 
difficulty, for these last Three Years in obtaining a Teacher adequate to 
the oversecing the Public School, and in consequence of the delinquency 
of the one last Recommended to His Excellency, there has been no 
Public School kept.—I have the Honor to be 


Sir 
Your obd' Hbl. Serv— 

To Benj Geale Esq" Elias Jones Trustee 

In absence of Mr Acté Secr, N Castle District School 


Mahon. 


"Hamiton was the early name for Cobourg, after the township in which 
situated. 
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() LerteR oF JouN PETERS 


[Public Archives of Canada, Educational Papers U.C. R.G. 5, B11, 
Vol. 2, No. 13] 


‘Cramahé! Oct. 3¢ 1816, 
Sir, 


Thad the honor to receive a letter from His Excellency the Lieut. 
Governors office the 15% Sept" last, requiring a report of the public 
School in the District of Newcastle. There has been no public school 
in the District for several years at least since MF Richard Carterel let 
it 

A_M® Stoughton was recommended last Winter, and approved by 
His Excellency but now declines Teaching, 

Thave the honor to be 

Sir 

your most Obedient 
Humble Servant 


Jn Peters Trustee 
To 
Edward MacMahon Esq? 
Acté Secretary &e. &c. &. 
York 


2. SctooLs IN THE Newcasrie Distaicr, 1818 
[Public Archives of Canada, Upper Canada Sundries} 


To His Honor Samuel Smith Esquire Administrator Administering 
the Government of the Province of Upper Canada—Se—So—e— 
‘The Board of Education for the District of New Castle beg leave 
most Respectfully to report. — 
‘That upon examining the Reports from the Trustees of the Common 
‘Schools in this District — 








of the Government during Sir Guy Carletan’s absence, 1770-4. The pronunctation 
ff the name has similarly changed fom *Crésmachay” to “Cri-mes.” 
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fdence in himself, and therefore not studying suiciently; Mr Bund is 
‘much cut up about if, but idleness always meets its reward: he was 
teary losing an extremely advantageous situation with E. Leigh Esq. 
wo of course could not receive him without his diploma; the n= 
fortunate youth is now staying atthe hospitable mansion of J. E. Beatty 
Esq, who is attempting to eradicate thoce pernicious seeds of idleness 
which have been sown on a to fertile mind. 


15, CAPTAIN Horrow Rurys 
AVISIT TO PETERBOROUGH AND LAKEFIELD, 1860 

[*Morton Price", A Theatrical Trip for a Wager! through Canada and 
the United States (London, 1861), pp. 60-9] 

From Port Hope we journeyed north to Peterborough. This is a 
Portion of my journey that I look back to with much pleasure. 1, by 
this time, began to see my way. My winning the wager was a certainty, 
bar accidents or ill-health. We were graduslly geting into the ways of 
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There is a great deficiency of books in very many of the schools." 

This, I was told, originated in the carelessness or poverty of the 
parents. I have, however, invariably urged upon them the necessity of 
supplying their children ‘with proper books. The teachers frequently 
‘complain of this deficiency, and of their consequent inability to classify 
their scholars; which is prejudicial to their advancement. 

have reason to believe that the teachers rely more upon reason and 
common sense in their instruction, than upon the rod; and T have in- 
variably urged upon them to do so. Ihave also had to suggest the benefit 
of allowing the children a short relaxation during school hours. T have 
also made it known that intemperance in any teacher will be regarded 
by me as a good cause for his immediate removal, and that cruelty to- 
wards his scholars will be promptly put down, 

‘Upon the whole I may say that, although there is much room for 
‘improvement in many of the schools, still there is no real cause for com- 
plaint, and T am satisfied that they will continue gradually to prosper, 
‘and that the teachers will be improving 

T may further state that I made an application some time ago to the 
Governor General for the free grant of a latin the Town of Peterborough 
to Trustees, with the view of ultimately being able to build thereon a 
commodious school house, and establishing by, private munificence @ 
fund the interest from which would be sufficient to supply free tuition 
to all who might choose to avail themselves of it, and to have a good 
library in connection therewith; and I have intended, if my exertions had 
been successful, to have devoted the entire of my salary, as Superin- 
tendent, for that purpose. But His Excellency did not condescend to 
notice my petition, and so the matter for the present has ended. 

Thave the honor to be, &, 
E. BURNHAM, 
County Superintendent of Schools for the Colborne District 
Peterborough, February 11, 1845 

‘Books, a8 well a6 other elements in the lives of early teachers of the dstit, 
are. deseribed by. Superintendent E. Burnham in “Schools in the Township of 
Enily in the O18 Daye" in J, George Hodgins, The Establishment of Schools and 
Colleges in Ontario, 1792-1910 (Toronto, 1910), Vol. M, p. 140; and. by W. 
Kerr reminiscences (bid, pp. 107-8). Notable among eacly teachers in other 
townships was Daniel Shechan He wat born in 1781. came to the district in the 
Peter Robinson emigration, and. was stil Tsing in Douro ip 1885. He taught 
‘school in Dovro snd Otonabee townships from 1826 to 1846 and retired on a 
pension of $130 year. Alexander Edmison, son of Thomas. H. Edmison of 
Goth "Township, Kept n somewhat desultory journal during 1887-1888 while he 
tras a fescher there. He found teaching "abominable", and lived in hopes of 
‘vancing himself to something better. The jour possession of J" Alec. 
Edmison, Asistant to the Principal, Queen's Uni 
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4, SUPERINTENDENT THOMAS BENSON EXPLAINS 1s 
RESIGNATION, 1851 


{Quoted in Poole, A Sketch of the County of Peterboroush, pp. 56-8] 


To the Warden and Municipal Councillors of the County of 
Peterborough, in Council Assembled. 


GENTLEMEN: —The period having arrived when it becomes neces- 
sary that you should provide for the superintendence of the Common 
Schools of the county for the ensuing year, it is proper that I should 
inform you that T do not intend to offer myself as a candidate for the 
situation you did me the honor to confer upon me at the commencement 
of the past year. 

If T here take occasion to refer to a few of the reasons which have 
induced me to come to this determination, it will be with the sole view 
of increasing the usefulness and efficiency of an office the faithful dis- 
charge of the duties of which may do more to promote the social and 
moral advancement of the rural population of this county than any 
other secular agency within your control. The first and most powerful 
motive which impels me to decline a reappointment to the office of 
superintendent of schools is the conviction that the amount of labour 
which the faithful discharge of its duties would entail upon the in- 
‘cumbent is more than any one person could possibly endure. 

T trust it will be apparent that in alluding to the extent of this labor T 
do not seek to magnify my own exertions. I crave your attention to this 
point merely to shew that a change of the former system is necessary 

The distance which must be travelled over to complete one 
each school section in this county would appear totally incredible to 
any one who had not taken some pains to reckon up the numerous 
journeys it occasions; one visit could not be nearly accomplished in a 
quarter of the year at an average rate of travelling of twenty miles a 
day. This rate, considering the state of most of the roads and the time 
‘which must be spent in properly examining a school, is greater than 
could possibly be maintained for a whole year. The extent of my 
correspondence during the past year has been much greater than any 














apr, Poole comments as follows upon this report: “Thomas Benson, Esq. 
succeeded E. Burnham, Esq. ia the offce of County Superintendent. the salary 
tiny now resed to £130 per year. Mr. Benson was highly respected both for 
Ris intligenee and the urbanity of his manners His Was one of the maay valuable 
tives Tost ia the terrible rilroad disaster at the Desiardines Canal in 1887. He 
‘inne the ofc’ of Count Supeintndent ony or one, yet, Ms eter of 
resignation s pourtravine the arduovs dies of that fee and the 
fant remuneration thus afforded for services 0 Important” (IB) 
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‘one anticipated. Upwards of six hundred communications have been 
received and nearly five hundred despatched, It is true that this will be 
in future greatly diminished, unless changes are made in the school law: 
but it will always be very considerable. The operation of a law but newly 
introduced entailed upon me the preparation of opinions and decisions 
which not infrequently required days of careful research, and much 
labor in furnishing numerous copies. I do not at all exaggerate when 
I state that the office work alone of my situation has consumed more 
time, and required more anxious exertion, than is devoted to some of 
the best paid offices in the country. 

In the next place T find that my health is mot equal to the task this 
office imposes. Frequent night journeys and change of quarters brought 
on a fit of illness which kept me from the performance of my duties for 
several weeks, every effort to resume my journeys bringing on a relapse. 

But I should be recreant to the cause I profess to advocate if 1 
allowed any cowardly apprehension of being misunderstood or mis- 
represented to prevent me from stating that the remuneration attached 
to the office under consideration is out of all proportion to the nature 
and importance of its duties, and fo the value of such qualification as a 
superintendent should possess. 

‘My personal expenses for the year, including travelling expenses, 
repairs, stationery, postage, and loss in the value of a horse worn down, 
hhave amounted to about seventy pounds, leaving only about sixty pounds 
as compensation for services which occupied the whole of my time to 
the exclusion of all other sources of income. 

‘The conclusion I desire to draw from these statements is one to which 
I trust I may be permitted to call your attention without exposing myself 
to the imputation of officious interference with privileges and duties 
which are peculiarly committed to you by the law: it is this—that the 
interests of education will be promoted by a division of the county into 
at least two districts for school superintendence, and by fixing a rate 
of remuneration more justly proportioned to the value of the services 
and attainments called into exercise by its arduous duties and high 
requirements. 

With regard to the condition and prospects of common school educa 
tion in the county an improvement has taken place, and an impetus has 
been given to the desire for further advancement which must have 
‘become so apparent to each of you, gentlemen, in your several localities, 
a to leave no need to enlarge upon it here. Whether this improvement 
shall go on with a much needed and steadily increasing progress will 
greatly depend upon the appointments which the Council may now 
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rake to fila situation the duties of which T feel that I have very m= 
perfectly discharged. 
T have the honor to be, Gentlemen, 
‘Your most obedient humble servant, 
(Signed) THOMAS BENSON, 
‘Supt. Schools Co. Peterboro” 
Peterborough, 28th January, 1852. 


‘5. REPORT OF INSPECTION OF ScHOOLS IN ASPHODEL TowNStIP 
By Dr. THOMAS Poe, 1855 


[Colborne Transcript and Castleton, Percy, Hastings, & Norwood 
Advertiser, January 19, 1856) 


‘The examination of the Norwood Grammar and Common Schools 
was held on Wednesday, the 19th. inst. Your space and my time will 
not suffer any minute details. Suffice it to say that in the many and 
varied subjects in which the classes were examined they acquitted them- 
selves most ereditably, and reflected the highest honor upon the ex- 
cellent teachers under whose care they have the good fortune to be 
placed. The existence of such a school is a boon of inestimable value to 
those residing in a remote section of the country, placing them, in an 
educational point of view, upon an equality with the more favored resi- 
dents of the frontier townships. The new school-house, built of brick 
and resembling in size and appearance the Town-hall of Peterboro, 
is rapidly approaching completion; and from the increased accommoda- 
tion thus provided, and a continuation of the valuable services of Mr. 
and Mrs. Daunt, we have reason to expect a still more auspicious future. 
Here my remarks might close, and should do so were it not that the 
id is led involuntarily to contrast the present efficient system of 
teaching with that which prevailed only a few years ago in our country 
schools. Many of your readers can call to mind the time when Walker's 
ictionary was placed in their hands, and they commenced the hopeless 
task of committing it to memory. Visions of the well-thumbed Mavor 
and the perpetual English reader, sandwiched with certain rude 
hieroglyphies, bedimmed by the falling tear and overshadowed by the 
awful birch, still haunt the minds of those who have survived those 
melancholy hours. What wonder that school was voted a gloomy place 
‘and learning a drudgery! But the scene has changed, and with far less 
labor and much greater efficiency we have learned— 
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‘To pour the fresh instruction o'er the mind’. 

We rejoice to know that the other branches, besides those of the 
willow, are now appreciated in our schools, and trust that the portrait 
of— 

“The whining school-boy with his satchel 

And shining morning face, creeping like snail 

Unwillingly t0 school — 
will be found to be only a portrait of the past, and that its original will 
be very seldom seen in the future, 

‘Norwood, Dec. 24, 1855. T. W. Poole, Local Superintendent, 
Asphodel. 





6. ANNE LANGTON'S PRIVATE ScHooL, 1839 


[Anne Langton,’ A Gentlewoman in Upper Canada: the Journals of 
Anne Langion (Toronto, 1950), pp. 89, 95-6, and 117] 


Wednesday, January 2 {1839].—...Uhad Menzies two litle gots for 
a lesson to-day. I have lately begun to teach them a litle. They come 
for about an hour tree times a week; as yet we are not at all perfect 
{nour leters, and I sometimes fel thst, unaccustomed as am to teach- 
ing, I shall not accomplish much in my short schooling, But one good 
effec it appears to have, that they get a little more teaching at home. I 
hope this may continue, and then my own efforts wil certainly not have 
been thrown away. My pupils are two very prety litle girls about five 
and seven, and sometimes recall to my mind the dear litle girls at Seed- 
ly. 
Wednesday, January 16—1 had a new pupil today, litle grt of the 
Daniels about ten years old, Tsearcely yet know what her attainments 
axe, for she is dreadfully frightened, and though she appeared to know 
scarcely more than her letters at fist, I shall not think it all my own 
doing if Ind thet she can read atthe end ofa fortnight. I hope she 
fect some good from me, however, for she has nearly two miles to come 
for her leson. . 

“Tuesday, July 9. . . My school assembled in the afternoon, but 











‘Anne Langton (18042-1893), sister of Joho Langton, added greatly to the 
record of early life in the Trent Valley by her journl and her sketches, She was, 
{n addition, a capable painter of miniatutes and devoted to music. She returned 
to England for atime fn 1846, but from 1850 untll her death in 1893 she was a 
Imember of the household of John Langton. A number of her sketches are re- 
produced inthis volume, 
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we all felt the weather. I was sleepy, and the children were languid. I 
had a new scholar, a girl of ten or twelve years of age, not yet perfect, 
in her letters. And now I think my number is up. When more come on 
T must turn some of the old ones off, unless T can introduce the mutual 
instruction system, or, as I cannot well extend my school hours, the 
benefit to each individual must be necessarily diminished by an increase 
‘of numbers, At present if the amount of good gained in a lesson is not 
very great, at any rate they are put into the way of learning, and 
rendered capable of improving themselves. 


XI. SELECTIONS FROM WRITINGS DESCRIPTIVE 
OF THE REGION 


‘ONE important respect the inhabitants of the old Newcastle 

District, comprising the present counties of Northumberland, 
Durham, Peterborough, Victoria, and Haliburton, are unique in 
Canada; for nowhere else were there so many men and women of 
intellect and taste who wrote prose and verse of a high standard, 
and produced works of art without which we would be much the 
poorer. The leaders in authorship were the three Stricklands, but 
‘numerous others produced essays and poems that were equal, if 
not superior, to theirs. These cultural efforts were highly ap- 
preciated among their contemporaries, as may be seen from the 
columns of the newspapers and periodicals of the day; but they 
have been in large measure unknown in our day both to critics and 
to the general public. Their value as part of our record of pioneer- 
ing—apart altogether as a literary heritage—is inestimable, and it 
is fitting that selections from them should be reproduced in this 
volume. A few descriptions by visitors to the region are added for 
their historical value and human interest. 





1. Frances Stewart (1794-1872) 


‘Thomas and Frances Stewart, among the most cultured and 
public-spirited early settlers in the Newcastle District, emigrated 
to Upper Canada in 1822, owing, like many another, to reduced 
circumstances. They were accompanied by a brother-in-law, 
Robert Reid, and his family. They stayed in Cobourg while land 
grants were being arranged, and due to influence in British and 
Canadian official circles each family received a grant of 1200 
acres of land in Douro Township, together with control for five 
years of further settlement in the district. They settled near one 
‘another on the Otonabee, just north of what was soon to become 
the village of Scott’s Plains (Peterborough). 

Frances Stewart's letters to England, published in Our Forest 
Home (Toronto, 1889), indicate her cultural interests, her love 
of nature, and a determined spirit that the exigencies of pioneer 
life could not dampen. She and Mrs. Catharine Traill were kindred 
spirits, and her ten children were taught to recognize the flowers 
and the trees. In 1831 her husband was appointed to the Legislative 


a 





a2 ‘THE VALLEY OF THE TRENT 


Council, and he remained a member until his death in 1847. He 
appears in this volume in various capacities, but particularly as 
author of a letter sent to Captain Basil Hall and printed anony- 
mously in his Travels in North America in the Years 1827 and 
1828 (Edinburgh, 1829). His talented wife died in 1872. 


FRANCES STEWART'S NARRATIVE OF PIONEER EXPERIENCES 
[Poole, A Sketch of .. . the County of Peterborough, pp. 147-50] 


On the first day of June, 1822, we sailed from Quebec, accompanied 
by my brother-in-law and his family, which consisted of his wife, six 
daughters, and three sons. We came up the St. Lawrence from La Chine 
in barteaux, which was a very tedious mode of travelling. We reached 
Toronto (then called York) in August, and were detained there several 
weeks by illness. Meantime my husband and brother-in-law procured 
a grant of land in Douro and started to see it. 

‘About the first of October we came to Cobourg, then a very small 
village. From thence my brother-in-law with some hired men proceeded 
direct to Douro to make an opening in the woods, my husband being 
prevented by illness from accompanying them. Two clearings were com 
‘enced about a mile from the boundary of the township of Otonabee. 
Early in November my sisterin-law and her children joined her hus- 
band in the backwoods. They took a large scow, oF flat bottomed boat, 
from Rice Lake, which on the second evening reached the Little Lake. 
‘They landed on the point of land near where the village of Ashburnham 
is now situated, and from thence proceeded to their shanty about three 
miles from the landing. 

‘My husband, myself, and three litte children, with a maid-servant 
‘and a boy, were to come up on the return of the boat; but we were 
detained at Cobourg by the illness of one of our children, and therefore 
‘were obliged to wait for sleighing, to perform the journey by land 
‘through the townships of Hope, Cavan, and Monaghan. 

‘At that time there were but few settlers in these townships; and on 
the second day we travelled nine or ten miles without seeing a house 
or clearing. At last we reached ‘Scot’s mill" (on the 12th of February, 
1823, at 1 o'clock p.m.), then the only house in Peterborough. The 
Little Lake not being safe for teams to cross on the ice, we were obliged 
to walk over—our children and Tuggage being carried by our servants 
and some men who kindly assisted. The snow was then about two feet 
deep. Our ox-team and sleigh were in waiting on the other side, but by 
the time we had all reached the place daylight began to fail, which mat 
‘our progress through the woods much more difficult; and the sleigh 
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being loaded I was obliged to walk, Our lantern, unfortunately, got 
filled with snow, and our candle so wet that it would not light. So we 
proceeded slowly, and at last perceived a light before us and soon 
reached our log house. The light proceeded from a large wood fire, 
which rejoiced our heats. 

‘We found our house in a very unfinished state; the door had not been 
hhung, nor were any partitions made. A large opening was left in the 
roof where the chimney was to have gone up, but the intense frost had 
stopped the mason-work when about half completed. Finding this 
rather cooled us, and we felt puzzled where to lay our sleeping children, 
as the floor was covered with a thick coating of ice and mortar. How- 
ever, we soon discovered some shavings left by the shingle makers, 
which we spread on the ice and then laid on our mattrasses, and on 
these made a temporary ‘shake-down’ on which we cheerfully laid down, 
after a supper of tea, bread, butter, and pork. Being very weary we 
slept soundly; but in the morning, on looking up, T saw the stars through 
the aperture left for the chimney. 

At this time my brother-in-law and his family lived in an open shanty 
about half a mile north of us, and from having their fire outside they 
were much annoyed by the smoke and sparks blowing in, which at 
night often set fire to their bedding. 

By slow degrees these difficulties were surmounted; but we found 
new difficulties arising from the want of roads or some means of con- 
veying our provisions from Cobourg, which was the nearest town. Mr. 
Bethune was then the only store-keeper there, and was also Post- 
master. We sent to him when a fresh supply of provisions or other 
necessaries was required, and these were forwarded to us by way of 
Rice Lake, which proved a very tedious and expensive mode of con- 
veyance, and the delay of our supplies sometimes drove us to most 
painful straits. In the autumn a sufficient store had to be procured in 

way to last for five months, as our winters at that time set in about 
the end of October and seldom terminated until the middle or end of 
April. At one time, before we had any shoemakers near us, we sent 
fan order to Cobourg for boots and shoes for both families, numbering 
about twenty persons of all ages, and after waiting a long time for 
them, we leamed that they had been lost in crossing Rice Lake and 
could not be recovered. This was a serious loss, as they could not be 
replaced for some months, and in the meantime many were obliged to 
go barefooted. 

Pea soup and pork was our principal food. Our bread was good when 
wwe could get good flour, or when the yeast was not frozen. Very often 
we had only rye meal, which was not disagreeable; but one season, not 
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being able to procure flour or meal of any kind, we were obliged to use 
boiled wheat and com, and were once reduced to bran cakes, which 
soon disagreed with us. 

‘As our first Spring in the backwoods advanced 1 was delighted with 
the beauty and novelty of the scene around us. Our clearing’ was 
‘opened to the river, which in those days rushed along with great 
rapidity and noise, carrying down large masses of ice from the lakes 
and waters above us. Since then the numerous dams have marred the 
natural beauty of the river; while the fine hemlocks and cedars which 
srew so beautifully along the bank were since cut down and have dis- 
appeared. 

In the Autumn of our first year in Douro our youngest child, a sweet 
lite girl of not quite two years old, was seized with dysentery. T was 
uite ignorant of the treatment of that disease and there was no doctor 
‘within reach—the nearest being Dr. Hutcheson, who then resided in 
Cavan, a good many miles distant. We had as yet no canoes on the 
river, and were often depending upon a chance visit of the Indians for 
a passage to the other side. One of our hired men, a faithful Highlander, 
seeing how very ill our darling was, volunteered to swim across the 
rapid stream and walk through the woods to the doctor, promising that, 
if T wrote the particulars, he would bring the necessary medicine. He 
started early in the morning of a cold October day, and returned about 
midnight, with some powders and a message that the doctor would 
come up on the following day. But no improvement followed, and the 
‘day was passed in great anxiety, for the doctor did not arrive. On the 
third day he came, having left home at the promised time but lost his 
‘way in the woods, and hence the delay. The next day she appeared more 
lively but refused to take the arrowroot and sago which I offered her. 
She asked for bread, and of this we had none fit to give her, having 
for some time been unable to procure good flour. It was a bitter trial 
not to have what she seemed to crave, The next day she fell into a 
stupor, and towards midnight her angel spirit passed away to the im- 
mortal land. A few weeks after this sad event she was replaced by 
another dear litle daughter—the first white child born in Douro, who 
still lives and is a comfort and a blessing to her aged mother and a fine 
family of her own. 

‘Ague did not make its appearance for some years. Between 1823 and 
1825, when the Hon. Peter Robinson arrived with a large immigration, 

‘Many ster retained in their memory as a place smost sacred the spot where 
‘ey fest encamped when they enlered their ft. In his reminiscences Henry je 
St Hastings states that Lares tes in the shode of which the Fife, Cameron, sa 
Mcintosh families spent thee fist nights thelr Tand were pointed out to him 
with evident pride 
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we had many hardships and privations to endure, partly from a want 
‘of knowledge of the proper way of managing, and partly from the heavy 
expenses incurred on our first starting, by the exorbitant charges and 
high price of every kind of provisions and clothing, besides the great 
\ifficulty of procuring even the most necessary articles. But after the 
establishment of Peterborough all these difficulties gradually dis 
appeared, and have now nearly faded from my memory. 





FS. 


2. Tuomas Stewart's NARRATIVE 
[Hall, Travels in North America. . ., Vol. I, pp. 307-23] 





Douro in Upper Canada 
2st April, 1828. 

My Dear Sir, 

As you were commissioned by Captain Hall to procure from me 
answers to some queries, I shall just give you a short sketch of the pro- 
ceedings of my own family from the commencement. I shall declare 
the truth—but not the whole truth—as it would require volumes to con- 
tain all I could relate; and as you are partly aware of the difficulties we 
had to encounter, you will perceive there is no exaggeration. 

After various ‘dangers on the voyage out we reached Quebec in 
safety. Our party was very large, consisting of 21 persons; and wishing 
10 use as much economy as possible, we engaged some births in the 
steerage of the steam-boat for Montreal, having a temporary division 
‘made to prevent our party from being annoyed by the common pas~ 
sengers. Two dollars a-head was the charge. Three children were charged 
for as one passenger. From La Chine, near Montreal, we proceeded 
in Batteaux up the river St. Lawrence. This was very pleasant for a day 
‘or two, but when continued for eight or nine it became tiresome. Some 
times we slept in haylofts, preferring the sweet fresh hay and cool air 
to the small close rooms in taverns, which abounded with bugs. Some 
times we lay on the grass near the river side, and though frequently wet 
through with dew, yet our party enjoyed good health. We arrived at 
Kingston, atthe east end of Lake Ontario, on the night of the ninth day, 
and as all the houses were shut up, were obliged to remain in the boats 
{ill moming, when we engaged a schooner, and took our passage for 
‘York, the capital of Upper Canada. Lay two days waiting for a fair 
wind—weather oppressively hot 

‘At York we remained for six weeks, the greater part of which time 
ry family was accommodated in the garrison by permission of the 
‘governor. During our stay at York we unpacked our boxes, and found 
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‘our things much injured by the wet they recsived in the schooner. At 
the end of a month we received a carte blanche from the Governor in 
Council to pitch our tents in any towaship in which there was vacant 
land. T hired 2 waggon, and, accompanied by my brother-in-law and 
his son, and laying in a store of provisions suficient for a week, we pro- 
ceeded to Cobourg, delivered a few letters of introduction to some of 
the principal people there, and in company with a friend went to the 
Rice Lake, where he introduced us to the surveyor of the back town- 
ship, who lives at the east end of the lake, This was the frst time I 
had ‘ever been in the house of a back-wood settler. The lady of the 
hhouse was il with the Lake fever, the little infant sick with ague, 30 
that all the housekeeping devolved upon the man of the house, who 
milked the cows, cooked their meals, and attended the invalids, besides 
attending to all the business of the farms. This, ! must confess staggered 
me a litle, particularly as 1 myself felt ill at the time; but T saw no 
appearance of dejection in him, and why should I allow fears to arise? 
‘The next morning a female was procured to attend the sick, and we 
proceeded 24 miles up the Otanabee River, to a place then called 
Scott's Plains, now Peterborough, where there was, and still i a most 
‘wretched farm-house and tumbling down grist and saw-mill. My brother- 

law and three men, including the surveyor, erossed the river to spy 
the promised land, and walked to Douro, about three miles higher up 
the river. I was ill and not able to accompany them. When they returned 
they made a very favourable report, and literally brought a bunch of 
wild grapes. 

We all then came back again, with the full determination to bring 
cour families to Douro. I became very ill before I reached Cobourg, 
‘where T was confined to bed in a miserable tavern. 1 was visited by a 
gentleman who, in the most friendly and hospitable manner, insisted on 
my being removed to his house, where T remained dangerously ill for 
about three weeks. My brother-indaw, in the meantime, had returned 
to York for our two families, leaving his son to take care of me. In 
about ten days they reached Cobourg in a schooner, after having en- 
countered a storm and having been nearly shipwrecked. The ladies and 
myself remained in lodgings at Cobourg, and my brother-in-law and 
his sons, along with some labourers, went to Douro, to begin operations 
‘where none but Indians or Tndian traders had ever been before, and 
the party merely guessing where they were, as that township had not 
yet been surveyed. They cut a road from the landing-place opposite to 
Scot's Mills, three miles through thick woods, to the place they were 
to begin to build the house, forthe strong current in the river prevented 
them from proceeding farther by water. With some difficulty they pro- 
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cured a yoke of oxen to hire in Smyth Town, and were obliged to swim 
them across the river. 

‘After some time provisions began to run short, and two men were 
sent out to forage. After travelling for many miles they returned with 
‘one small pig, which lasted for only two days. No flour was to be had 
at the Mill, as the neighbourhood afforded no wheat. At this time 18 
men were employed by my brother-in-law to saw the logs of our houses, 
and he was quite at a loss where to send for food, Fortunately I arrived 
that very evening with a supply of pork, pease, flour, and whisky; for if 
Thad not come, all the men would have gone away and it would have 
been nearly impossible to collect them again, as they lived many miles 
from each other and from Douro. This collection of neighbours is 
called a Bee, and is the common custom to assist each other in any 
‘great piece of labour, such as building a house, logging, &c. The person 
who ‘calls the bee’ is expected to feed them well, and to return their 
work day for day. On my way up the river from Rice Lake I was 
obliged to sleep in the woods with a blanket rolled round me, and a 
large fire at my feet. Some Indians who were coming down the river 
came to us, and sold us some venison for a little whisky; we made them 
cook it for us, and also remain with us all night to keep on a good fire, 
as it was cold weather in November, and there was some snow on the 
ground. 

T spent a day of two at Douro to see my house put up, as it was quite 
‘a new scene to me and is extremely interesting to see a small opening 
‘made in the forest, and with the trees cut down the walls of a house 
erected in a few hours; and when every thing has been prepared, a house 
‘may be finished and ready to be inhabited in two days. But this was not 
so with us; for, from the difficulty of procuring hands and materials so 
far back, we had many delays; in consequence of the severe frost seting. 
in and the illness of the only mason in the country, the stone work of 
‘our chimneys was only half done. 

T returned to Cobourg to bring out our families to the woods; but I 
found my wife very ill, and also one of our children, which delayed us 
for some months; but my sister and her family went out and took up 
their abode in what is called a shanty, which is merely a shed or hut 
made of logs and roofed with slabs hollowed out of logs to turn the 
wet, and was quite open at one side, and in front was a great log fire. 
‘They were obliged to live in this shanty the whole winter, as the frost 
prevented the mason from building the chimneys of their house: that 
winter we had much deeper snow than we have seen since we have been 
in Canada, being then 3% feet deep; and I have seen the little children, 
from two years old and upwards, sitting round the fire, heavy snow 
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falling all the time; yet both my brother-in-law and sister say they never 
knew their children so healthy or so lively as they then were. 

On the 1st of March, 1823, they got into their house, having put up 
a stove: the thermometer often 30 below zero during this winter. 

Upon the 10th of February, 1823, my family being once more in 
‘good travelling order, we departed from Cobourg, to the surprise of 
some of our friends who thought that our courage would have failed 
‘when the great plunge was actually to be taken. The first night we slept 
at a little tavern, and adopting the custom of woods-folk at once, we 
rolled ourselves in our blankets and lay down on the floor before a large 
fire. The next evening we reached Scott's Mills; had our luggage and 
children carried aeross the river; we were met on the other side with a 
sleigh and oxen to convey us to our new abode. Having arranged our 
‘bedding and the younger children on the sleigh, we proceeded; the snow 
nearly knee-deep, and for the last two miles in darkness; so that we 
‘were right glad to sce the cheerful light of a good fire shining through 
‘our log-hut windows. Here my sister and most of her family met us to 
welcome us to the woods. Our house appeared large and wild, as, from 
the difficulty of procuring boards at the saw-mill, there was not a 
single partition in ours put up; even on the floors the boards were 
scarcely sufficient to prevent the children’s feet from going through. 
When we set about to prepare our beds we found the floor covered 
above an inch thick with ice, of which we removed as much as we could 
‘with axes and spades, and then put a layer of chips and shavings, upon 
Which we spread our mattresses and blankets; then having hung up 
some blankets at the doors, and also for partitions, we lay down to 
rest, being pretty well fatigued; and upon looking upwards from our 
beds we saw the sky through the roof; and have often, during the 
time we lay in that manner, amused ourselves watching the stars passing 
and others appearing. 

‘The next morning I sent all hands to Scott’s Mills for the remainder 
of our luggage, and my wife and T set out to go to see my sister. How- 
‘ever, having occasion to return for something, I observed smoke issuing 
from many parts of the roof. As quickly as I could T went up the ladder, 
and found the upper part of the chimney and a great part of the roof on 
fire, No one was in the house except a maid-servant and three little 
children; fortunately the scaffolding had not been removed; T climbed 
up, and was just taking a pail of water from the girl when the scaffolding 
gave way and down T came. T with much dificulty scrambled up again 
and tore away the shingles which were on fie, and after some time and 
trouble succeeded in extinguishing the fire. This fire was caused by @ 
dangerous method they have here of building chimneys with cross sticks, 
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plastered with clay; but this had been built in severe frost, so that the 
clay did not adhere and the sticks caught fire. 

Our time was now occupied in endeavouring to make ourselves com- 
fortable, and we amused ourselves by looking forward to secing some 
appearance of vegetation. This, however, did not occur until the be- 
sinning of May. In April we tried to make some sugar; but as we had 
nobody to tellus how to set about it we did not succeed at all The place 
‘we boiled the sap was within one hundred yards of the house; but so 
close were the trees that I could not see the house; and it even appeared 
so long a walk there that I had my dinner carried to me, thinking it too 
far to return for it myself. This is a mistake which frequently occurs 
to new setlers; and I have often since laughed, as that very spot is now 
cleared and appears almost at the very door; and, although we are only 
84 yards from the river, we were two months here before we could see 

from the house. As soon, however, as the snow went off we com- 
menced chopping to admit air and sun, and got ten acres ready for 
spring crops. It has occurred to us more than once, in the two or three first 
years of our residence here, to be in danger of starvation from the ex- 
ireme difficulty of procuring any sort of provisions in this neighbour- 
hhood and from the uncertainty of conveyances from Cobourg, our roads 
‘being few and very bad, and for some time, both in spring and autumn, 
four navigation being interrupted by broken or bad ice, not good for 
sleighing. The first year we had no potatoes until August, and were glad 
to gather any wild plants which we were told could be safely used as 
‘greens to make a litle variety. Salt pork, pease soup, and bread being 
but bad food for children, sometimes for weeks together we have used 
tea made of the young shoots of the hemlock-pine, or burnt Indian corn 
for coffee. We lived so far from other settlers that we seldom heard of 
ny opportunity of sending out for any thing we wanted. I have had 
three ot four men working for me, and have not had provisions sufficient 
for the next day. Thave gone out with my ox team, and a man to forage, 
and after travelling an entire day returned with a couple of sheep that 
had not 2 pound of fat upon them, a litle pork, and a few fowls, and 
when crossing the river, jst near my own house, have been near losing 
the whole eargo by the strong, current, 

"The most interesting time had now arrived, when we saw our first 
crops appear above ground, T had the honour of planting and sowing 
the first seeds in Douro. But our troubles were not at an end, for in 
June, when all ou erops were looking well and when we looked forward 
to having a reward for our patience and industry, a great fire, which 
‘began in the woods, extended into our clearing and burnt up a large 
portion of the young Indian cor and potatoes, and it was with the 
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greatest exertion that we were able to save a part of our precious crops. 
This fire lasted for two or three days, and all hands were busily em- 
ployed carrying water. 

In the second year of our sojourn we lost a dear litle daughter, nearly 
‘two years old, one who was most endearing to all who saw her, and who 
‘often beguiled an hour after a day of hard labour. Two days passed 
before we could send and procure a doctor. A short time after this my 
wife was confined, and I had to send fifteen miles for a nurse tender, 
who reached us with much difficulty, as she was obliged to walk through 
woorls where no road had ever been cut, and to be carried sometimes 
‘across swamps, and lifted over large logs. My wife, however, recovered 
safely and speedily, although her confinement took place in the depth 
cf winter; and now we have three little children, who have never been 
three miles from this house. Nothing unpleasant has happened within 
the last year or two, with the exception of the loss of some cattle by 
the falling of trees and other accidents. Our provisions occasionally ran 
short for the first three years; and at times we have literally used plain 
bran made into cakes, and used Indian corn boiled when we could not 
procure flour. In the winter of 1824 we had four Scotsmen employed; 
and in order to supply them with bread we were obliged to grind our 
‘wheat in a small hand-mill, which, fortunately, we had brought with us 
for grinding coffee, pepper, &c. Every evening, after a hard day's work, 
these four young men ground as much wheat as was sufficient for 
supplying bread for each day. 

‘We had been nearly a year and a half living here before my wife s 
1 female of any description, except those of our own two families; and 
fone day T took her down to the mill where two women were washing 
at the river side, when she immediately cried out, ‘Oht there are two 
women!” Three years passed away without any appearance of setters 
‘coming near us. I thought, as my family were growing up, it was a pity 
to spend any more time in this hopeless retirement. So T had writen to 
a friend on Cobourg to procure for me a snug litle place in that neigh- 
bourhood, with about 50 acres of land. A few days after this Mr. P. 
Robinson came to my house and mentioned to me his intention of bring 
up the emigrants to these back townships. At once we gave up every 
idea of removing—the clouds dispersed—all our difficulties seemed 

The plains at Scott’s Mills were soon after covered with huts and 
shanties and inhabited by 2000 souls. All became bustle and activity; 
houses and stores erected; a clergyman, priest, doctor, besides various 
kinds of tradesmen, were soon established; in fact every thing we 
wanted appeared within our reach, and we had the prospect of some 
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society. Now I would not exchange for any other part of the province. 
Our farm (which is now near 70 acres) will give us all the necessaries 
of life. Often my wife and I look back, I may say with pleasure, at our 
little grievances, and enjoy the retrospect. No settlers coming here now 
‘can have any idea of the difficulties of the frst settlers, as they can now 
rocure every thing they require if they have the means of purchasing. 
it. We now have good mills both for flour and boards, thanks to our 
‘good governor, Sit Peregrine Maitland, and Mr. Robinson; a bridge 
‘over the river, roads in every direction, and a regular communication 
with the towns in front, so that any lady and gentleman with a small 
annual income, and the prospect of a family, with proper management 
would do well here by securing a landed property for their children. 
All unnecessary expenses must be avoided for some time, as labour 
and necessaries are high-priced—I mean clothing, provisions, &c., 
particularly if man cannot work himself or if his family are not able 
to assist him. A settler in this country, though he may have an income, 
‘must do all he can to assist in getting on the work; and he must come 
here with the full determination to become a farmer to all intents and 
purposes. The lady must be a good economist and housekeeper; and if 
she is willing, contented, and reasonable she will have it in her power 
to save her husband many an hour of anxiety and pain. 

‘Try to surmount all difficulties; and as there is always constant em- 
ployment for both head and hands, never for a moment let your mind 
well on your apparent unpleasant situation; look forward with hope, 
and all will go on well, no danger. 

T have now given you a short account of our sojourn of five years in 
this new country; and though we have had some litle difficulties, and 
some anxieties, yet we are as happy and contented as any others in the 
‘country, of perhaps as we could be any where; we certainly regret the 
loss of the society of our distant friends, yet we consider the step we 
took in coming here was that of duty to our children. My property here 
will become valuable in time; and the great pleasure of still living 
‘under the protection and care of the British Government, though last, 
is not the least of the many blessings we enjoy. 

It would be a most desirable thing to have a few thousand English 
and Scots settlers amongst us, particularly the latter as they are so 
steady, industrious, and moral. Douro settlers are at present all Irish, 
and though doing very well, yet, from their former indolent habits, they 
have not exerted themselves as much as they might, being addicted to 
taking a little too much whisky, and by doing so lose a great deal of 
time. A great improvement would arise from the setters of the different 
parts of Great Britain intermarrying; and any differences which might 
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have existed would soon wear away. The Scots have all got more or 
less education, and think ita disgrace not to have their children taught 
the common rudiments of learning. This is apt to be neglected in a 
new country from the excuse of want of time, fora child even of five 
years old may be of great use to its parents; but if the country were 
ietter settled, 30 as to reduce the price of Inbour, parents could then 
hire assistance and spare their children to go to school. 

‘A thousand arguments might be produced in favour of mixing Eng- 
lish and Scots setlers with the Ish here, not so much for their mode 
of farming as from the good example they would give of sobriety, 
regularity, morality, and steadiness; not fond of visting, card-paying, 
carousing, or party spirit, As for farming, the best and only way (it 
settlers want to succeed in the backwoods) isto follow the methods of 
the Americans, as they are our masters in these matters. I am sure T 
speak the sentiments ofall who have succeeded in those parts when T 
say that great benefits would arise from a number of Scots emigrants 
being introduced amongst the Irish, We have a few in some of the 
neighbouring townships, They are proverbial for good conduct in every 
way, and every one wishes to employ them in preference to others. For 
the fst two years I never was without one or two, and sometimes four. 
T found them industrious, obliging, and honest, and free from pre- 
sumption—they were very superior fo the Trish or even the English, 
Mind, Tam an Irishman myself! 

TThope wiat Thave said is somethin to the purpose. And believe me, 
amy dear sir 











‘Yours, fc. 


3. CAPTAIN CHARLES RupIDGE (1786-1873) 


Captain Rubidge, one of the early settlers of Otonabee Town- 
ship, entered the Navy as a boy of nine in 1796 and served under 
Nelson and other commanders until 1815, narrowly escaping 
death in several engagements. Like many others in the Services, 
hhe was discharged at the end of the war. Finding no opportunity 
for further service he emigrated to Upper Canada in 1819, stayed 
in Cobourg over the winter with his old friend Captain Boswell, 
and on the 8th of May, 1820, took his wife and three children into 
“the bush’ of Otonabee, the second settler’ in the township. ‘During 

swith teference to the fist, George Kent. Cavoine Rubee Dansford wrote 
this note in er copy ot ber fathers dutobiogrphice! Sketch: "who had a wife 
{lot on one duper Sohn Kent & Sarah Kent" This copy of the rae bok 


felis in the posession of Mrs. Kathleen (Sibbald) Lloyd, Cobourg, whose hus: 
band was @ preat-grandson of Captain Rube, 
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my long residence in Canada I have filled many honourable situa- 
tions in the County’, he wrote in An Autobiographical Sketch 
(Peterborough, 1870), and among them was his capable super- 
vision of the settling of the Peter Robinson Irish in 1825, as well 
as thousands of subsequent settlers in 1831 and 1839. During this 
period he published A Plain Statement of the Advantages Attending 
Emigration to Upper Canada (London, 1838). He died in 1873. 
One of his daughters, Caroline Maud (Mrs. Gartley Dunsford) 
wrote a number of annotations in her copy of the Autobiographical 
Sketch, among them the following: ‘Died Feb” Sth 1873... Had 
my Father lived four years longer he would have been an Admiral 
by Seniority’; ‘Was married the 20% of Jan” 1810 to my dear 
Mother Margaret Clarke... .. My mother was the handsomest 
‘woman I ever saw—she was the belle of Kensington in her youth.’ 
“My mother, two little brothers, & sister came to the log house 
when in this state & the ladder by which they got aloft had to be 
pulled up at night to keep the bears out—my dear Mother’s ex- 
perience was something truly wonderful, for an English lady—such 
hardships she had to endure. My loved Father helping her in every 
way possible. He was a man in ten thousand.—his daughter loved 
him dearly, C. M, Rubidge Dunsford.’ 





CAPTAIN CHARLES RUBIDGE TO CAPTAIN BASIL HALL 
[Hall, Travels in North America. . . Vol. I, pp. 325-339] 





‘When I was residing near Swansea in South Wales I happened one 
day to be dining at the house of an esteemed friend, when the con- 
versation commenced by some one, after dinner, speaking about the 
Canadas, the probable chance of mending our fortunes, providing for 
cour families, and mode of proceeding. At the time it appeared mere 
conversation. However, it made such a deep impression on us all that 
from that day we never met without renewing the subject, reading every 
work we could procure, both on these Provinces and the United States 
of America, and gaining what information we could from every person 
who had ever been in Canada. My brother shortly afterwards removed 
to Swansea, in order to accompany my friends, who had also made up 
his mind to emigrate; but a severe domestic loss prevented the former 
from going and changed his views: but T had come to the determination 
to go to Canada; for T found that with a limited income of L.100 a-year 
it was impossible to maintain, with proper respectability, that situation 
in life which my profession called for. My family consisted of a wife 
and three children, from seven to three years old. 
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Thus having made my mind up, in the winter of 1818, 1 began to 
rake preparations by disposing of my household furniture, reserving 
for myself beds, bedding, carpets, and such other things as were portable 
and like to be Useful. also made arrangements for borrowing the sum 
‘of L.200, Arrived at Bristol I procured a variety of tols, implements of 
husbandry, clothing, &., to the amount of 1.100, and lad in a good 
stock of provisions and every thing like to make the voyage comfort- 
able across the Atlantic. 

We stiled on the 3d of May, 1819, and after a tedious voyage to 
Quebec, and some detention afterwards in getting up the country, we 
arrived at the village of Cobourg in the district of Neweastle on the 19th 
of July. The whole of my expenses for voyage, provisions, and all other 
traveling charges amounted to 1.100, 8, so that on my arrival T had 
a very sinall sum left. However, my quarter's pay came round, T was 
ina cheap country, and, moreover, found a most warm and hospitable 
reception inthe house of my old and esteemed friend. As a new town- 
ship on the Rice Lake was about being surveyed, and I had not means 
to purchase a cleared farm near my frend, I determined to wait tll the 
survey was finished and try the Bush—as the woods here are called. 
“This was in the month of December ofthe same year. I then obtained 
the grant of land my rank in the naval service entitled me to. In 
February 1820 I contracted with two men to put me up a log-house, 28 
feet by 20, and thirteen logs, ot as many feet, high; to roof it with 
shingle, and to board up the gable ends; and to clear off one acre about 
the house to prevent the tres from falling on it, forall which T paid 
them 100 dollars. This shell of a building had merely a doorway cut 
out of the mile; and when my friend and the clergyman of Hamilton 
drove out in a single sleigh with me to see it, and we took our dinner 
fat one end and our horse at the other on a miserably cold day in the 
month of March, it looked wretched enough; but as it was the fst but 
fone, soit was the last in the township. Whilst the snow and ice were 
good I moved all my effects, got boards sufficient to finish my house, 
and a six month’ stock of provisions out; and on the 8th of May took 
my family into ther pile of logs in a Canadian forest. 

Twill ov, for a time our situation appalled me, and to my then un- 
formed judgment in Bush matters it scemed hopeless strugale; but T 
vas outwith my family, and as 1 did not want for energy T set to work 
in earnest To two Americans T let a job to chop four acres and a halt 
at six dollars an acre; and at the same time a man whom T had oc- 
casionally employed at home followed me out and came to hire. During 
the course of the summer he felled and chopped up three acres more: 
ry cleared acre I planted with potatoes, a litle eora, and turn 
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stock consisted of a cow and yoke of steers three years old, with the 
‘management of which I was totally unacquainted when I bought them; 
but if a man will give his mind to any common thing of the kind, and 
not think it a hardship, it is surprising what he may do, as in this case 
after a few days I found no difficulty. 

I was now anxious to get my house made habitable as soon as 
possible, and a carpenter being employed not far off 1 endeavoured 
to engage him to put in the windows and door; but finding that he 
wished to take advantage of my situation, I determined to do it myself, 
‘and thus was forced to learn the business of a carpenter. This I con- 
sidered no hardship, as T had always been fond of the use of tools, and 
had, previous to my leaving England, taken several lessons in turning 
During the summer I got my house’ chinked, or filled the interstices 
between the logs with pieces of wood to make the inside fush or smooth, 
‘and to prevent the mud used as plaster on the outside from coming 
through. I then put in the windows and door, laid the floors, and 
partitioned off the lower part of the house into two good rooms, on wet 
days employing my man to dig a cellar under the house; in short, before 
the winter I had made the log-house comfortable within, and, with the 
addition of some white-wash, smart without. 

In August we cut some coarse grass in a beaver meadow close by, 
sprinkling salt through the little stack as we made it; after this we logued 
up and cleared three acres of the land I had chopped, and by the latter 
end of September had it sown with wheat; the logging, though heavy, I 
did with my hired man and steers, and before the winter had it fenced 
with rails. Here, it may be remarked, I did not get much land cleared, 
but by doing litle, and that partly with my own hands, I gained experi 
ence; and I would strongly advise gentlemen setting in Canada with 
small means to commence clearing slowly, and with as litle expense as 
possible. 

In the fall, or autumn, T put up a logckitchen, and a shed for my 
cattle; during the winter I employed my man in chopping three acres 
more, in which T now and then assisted him and soon became very ex- 
pert in the use of the axe, felling the trees to the most advantage to 
assist their burning and to save trouble in logging. With my beaver- 
‘meadow hay and the fir tops of the fallen trees my cattle were Kept fat 
all the winter. In the spring three acres more were cleared, fenced, and 
cropped with com, potatoes, and turnips; and where log heaps had been 
burnt, the ashes were hoed off, and planted with melons and cucumbers; 
‘a small patch was fenced off for a nursery and apple seeds sown—trees 
‘which are now ten and twelve feet high. I also put out several of the wild 
plum-trees of the country, which now bear abundance of fine fruit. 
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From this time about five acres yearly have been added to my farm, 
reat care, in clearing off my land, never to destroy a log that 
would make rails, by which means the fence always came off the field 
cleared; and although they are small—from four to six acres—the fences 
ae all sx feet or nine rails high. Here, I will remark, it is @ great faule 
to split rails small, an error that most new settlers persist in. In the 
spring of 1822 my attention was turned to making a flower and kitchen 
garden. Round the later I made a straight fence with cedar posts and 
thirteen rails high, which is at this day stocked with every kind of fruit 
tree to be had in the neighbourhood, which flourish beyond my expec- 
tation. My stock of animals have been gradually increasing, and to my 
other stock I have added horses and sheep, with poultry of all kinds. 

In the year 1825 I had repaid the money I borrowed, by Ieaving back 
1 small part of my half pay every quarter, and had received a deed for 
{600 acres of my land, on which T had performed the settlement duty, 
Which cost me L.30, My farm is now increasing to 36 acres. I have the 
{deed for the remaining 200 acres of my land; also deeds for town and 
‘park lots in the rapidly-stting town of Peterborough; and as my family 
have increased to six, and are growing up, I am just now about building 
a frame-house, 36 feet by 26 in the clea, two stores high, with a com- 
‘odious kitchen behind, the timber and shingles for which T have 
‘bought by disposing of a mare after using her for five years and breeding 
2 pair of horses from her. With my own exertions—being able to do 
rmost of the carpenter's work iaside—and about L100, T expect to get 
it finished. 

Some of my fist chopped land is now nearly clear of stumps. I am 
planting out an orchard of apple-tees, raised from the seed sown by 
‘myself; have a good barn, and stable, with various other offices;—in 
short, feel that I have surmounted every difficulty. A town is growing 
up near me, roads are improving, bridges are built; one of the best mills 
in the province is just finished at Peterborough, another within three 
niles of me. Boards, and all descriptions of lumber, are cheap—about 
five dollars 1000 feet, four saw-mills being in operation. Stores, a tan- 
ery, distillery, and many other useful businesses, are established, or on 
the eve of being so, at Peterborough; on the road to which, through 
Otanabec, the Land Company, the clergy, and some private individuals, 
have some of the best land in the province for sale, at from 7s. 6d. to 
10s, per acre. The price of land generally, except on the roads, is about 
5s. per acre 

Twas the frst settler in the township, and almost before a tree was 
cut down; now there are nearly two thousand acres cleared, and 125 
families, consisting of $00 souls. On parallel lines, at the distance of 
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three quarters of a mile apart, roads, of from 33 to 66 feet wide, are cut 
and cleared out by the parties owning the land all through the township, 
‘which will ultimately be of the greatest benefit, and are so now to those 
settlers near them. They have been much cavilled at, and found fault 
with, by land speculators, and persons having large grants; but T never 
yet heard an actual settler complain of them. One great objection urged 
against them was, that a second growth of trees would spring up along 
these cleared avenues, or roads, and be worse than that removed; but, 
from strict observation, I find this fallacious, as the second growth is 
always a different wood, generally poplar, cherry, elder, &c., with 
sprouts from some of the old stumps, and so thick that they cannot 
‘come to any size; while every year there is destroying, by slow but sure 
‘means, stumps that will take 20 or 30 years to get rid of. 

Having been in the neighbourhood of the last emigrants brought out 
by the Honourable Peter Robinson,’ who deserves the highest praise 
for his humanity, consideration, and care in settling them, and having 
read some of the Reports of the Committee on Emigration, T beg leave 
to offer an idea that strikes me on the subject. From observation, I think 
the Government did too much for those already out, and still the Com- 
mittee propose to do too much for any that may be sent out; they are 
not left to find resources from their own industry and energy. While the 
rations last, many of the emigrants make little exertion, and dispose 
of food they have not been used to, such as pork, for whisky, thereby 
injuring their constitutions and morals, and fixing for a time habits of 
idleness. Let the settlers be put on their land with a shanty up; give a 
family of five persons, five barrels of flour and one of pork, with two 
axes and two hoes, and, with this assistance, let them work their way. 
During the time Mr. Robinson’s last settlers were getting rations, labour- 
cers’ wages were higher than they had ever been known except during 
the war. This certainly would not have been the case if they had been 
less lavishly supplied, An ablebodied man that is industrious, will never 
want for work in Upper Canada; and, if he will work, he will in a very 
short time get himself a cow, grain, potatoes, &. i... 

Respectable yeomen, or small farmers, having sufficient to settle 
themselves and support their families, if they go on wild land for two 
years, will, with industry, always do well. Certainly, having L.100 clear 
‘when they have paid a seventh of the purchase money for 200 acres, 
they will, before that sum is expended, raise sufficient for their future 

This ie modest statement for « man who was so diligent in setting the 
Peter Robinson Irish. Among those who assisted Captain Rubidge were Wesley 
Ritchie and Captain John Armstrong, subsequent Douro settlers. Captain Rubide 


‘Superintended the selement of the English emigration to Dummer in 1831, and 
foftthe Trish in 1839. 
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maintenance; but in all eases, much of what is required depends on what 
persons have been used to, and the sacrifices they will make for a short 
time, to acquire property and become independent. Mechanics of all 
descriptions will do well, and indeed any one used to labour, or who 
will be industrious. Some of the best settlers in this township were at 
hhome weavers. But tradesmen, or shop-keepers of ruined fortune, if 
they do ill at home, will do worse here; and let all persons who will not 
put their hand to every thing, who feel discouraged at trifles, and who 
‘expect any thing like a life of idleness, beware how they make the trial 
of settling in a new country. My opinions are founded on observation and 
practical knowledge, and in giving them, though in a very homely and 
jumbled manner, still T have endeavoured to give the true statement, 
and, I trust, just recommendations; and I shall feel gratified and happy, 
if Captain Hall can cull any thing from what I have written that may 
benefit the public or a single individual, or be the means of doing even 
1 small good to this happy and thriving province. 
Tremain, sir, 
‘Yours most truly. 





4, A Journey To PeTERBoRouGH AND THE “Back Townsups” 
[Letter of ‘C.K.’ in the Cobourg Star, October 9, 1833, et seq] 


‘The township of Otonabie is improving rapidly and possesses ‘capa 
bilities’ that would render it a rich and favorite township, did not the 
intervention of the Rice Lake very much tend to interrupt the com- 
‘munication with the front. The opening of the Trent navigation will do 
‘reat things for Otonabie. 

Several respectable gentlemen from the United Kingdom have pur- 
chased cultivated farms there this summer and, I learn, are highly 
pleased with their situations. The farms on the road between Anderson's 
and Peterboro’ are assuming a very interesting appearance, particularly 
those situated on the last six miles of the route. The road for the last 
distance is in excellent order—quite as good as our front roads—and 
‘everything, indeed, bears the impress of great prosperity. 

With the exception of Rubidge’s and Connin's, two excellent houses, 
and all around them smiling with cultivation, I did not observe any 
frame buildings—they do not appear to be in vogue in Otonabie, a cir- 
‘eumstance which to my particular taste is not to be regretted; for a good 
Jog house is far more warm, comfortable, and picturesque in the forest 
than a raw, gray, weather-boarded frame house, which, unpainted (as 
such houses commonly are), looks very cold and uncomfortable, Many 
of the farms are rid of the ugly-looking stumps; while the extensive 








p) ELIZABETH AND JOHN CLAGUE (40) “THE BOY HARRY BLUI 

ve was an old sailor and primitive artist, WHEN THE COLOURS OF- 01 

hin wife "the family: doctor of Dumuer LAND ME NAILED TO THE MAST 
“Townshin BATTLE OF TRAFALGAR’ 








[41] JOHN CLAGUE'S FORT ROYAL, STONEY LAKE 
The od seu filed his For with panting of as, 











(021 THE EMpie eine 
Fst government steamer on the Trent Canal the ake 


[44] CHEMONG PARK BUS AND HOTEL 





[45] THE MAJESTIC AT YOUNG'S POINT 


[46] THE OGEMAH, BOBCAYGEON, 1890 (47) THE SUNBEAM, Stoney Lake, 1872 








[48] THE DREDGE MccLIVTOCK, (491 THE WHISTLEWING, RICE LAKE 
‘OTONABEE RIVER 








[$0] STONEY LAKE IN THE EIGHTEEN. FIFTIES 





NEARLY PETERBOROUGH FIRE BRIGADE 


SELECTIONS FROM WRITINGS 359 


clearings, the large out-houses, and numerous cattle and pigs denote a 
degree of improvement and increase in worldly means truly gratify- 
ing. 

Peterborough is a fast-rising, prosperous, and very extensive village, 
‘occupying in proportion to the number of its houses a large extent of 
‘ground. It is full of bustling merchants and aptly provided stores. A 
rich and populous country surrounds it on every side, and the neigh- 
bouring farmers find it a ready and excellent market... . Last year 
4,000 emigrants were sent to the Newcastle District, most of whom were 
settled in the back townships 

Peterborough possesses all the repulsive features incident to the new 
and fast-thriving towns of this country. The first arrangement which 
<ispleases the eye on walking through itis the singularly strageling posi 
tion of the houses. The streets are, Tam ready to believe, laid out accord- 
ing (0 some preconceived and fixed plan, but the outlines are so il- 
developed that it would puzzle the penetration of La Place himself to 
define their contemplated direction by any calculations derived from the 
position of the houses. The next offence to all ideas of neatness or 
beauty arises from the regiments of deplorable looking pine stumps, 
standing like sentinels round almost every house in the out-skirts of the 
place, But such things are easily tolerated, and are perhaps unavoidable 

a town which has sprung up, as it were, in a night, from the silence 
and solitude of the wilderness. 

However, there is one intolerable nuisance—the more offensive be- 
cause unnecessary—which gives a desolate appearance to the part of 
the town where it is situated—I allude to the stagnant pond near Mr. 
Murphy's store. It is a great eyesore, and little conducive to the health 
of the inhabitants; but such is the inexplicabils vis of the love of mill- 
‘dams that, although this is situated in the centre of the place, no con- 
sideration on the score of beauty or healthiness can possibly lead to its 
removal. Oh! for a breath to utter what I think of such practices! 

Most of the town is pleasantly situated, and some parts are really 
beautiful. The neat little villas perched on the hill above Mr. Hall's 
extensive establishment particularly attracted my attention, and the 
situation of McFadden’s Tavern is still more attractive—a situation, 
indeed, of which a nobleman might well be proud—the broad, rapid, 
slitering Otonabie rolls its clear waters by the very door of the tavern, 
and at a short distance beyond divides to surround a thickly wooded 
islet green to the water's edge. ‘The world of eye and ear” is greatly 
narrowed by the interminable forests which literally girdle in and over- 
shadow Peterborough. As the woods are cleared around, the prospect 
from the upper part of the village will be exceedingly picturesque. 
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‘The number of inhabitants are 850. Prosperity and plenty are settling 
‘among them. The accommodations at the taverns about the same as at 
‘Cobourg, if that be any commendation, and the daily demands on your 
pocket also the same. Everyone is very civil and obliging and apparently 
alive to the warmest hospitality. It is with pride and satisfaction that I 
hear from every person the most pleasing remark on the general tone 
‘of society here—so truly British in its feelings, habits, and manners, 
Long may such feelings spread and flourish among the prosperous peo- 
ple of Peterborough—who, by the by, are singularly proud of their vil- 
Tage, and jealous of any remarks derogatory to its character. . . . The 
sudden rise of Peterboro’ is truly astonishing. . . . The chief emporium 
ff the back settlements, it promises in a few years to be one of the 
largest and richest towns in the province. . . . 

‘The village of Bridgenorth is at present in puris naturalibus. We found 
there, its true, an exceedingly neat and comfortable Tavern, but, mira- 
bile dictu, tis the only house in the village. It is kept by Dore. . .. On 
centering we received a hearty and noisy welcome from our shrewd host, 
‘and found ourselves in the midst of a jovial party of mechanics, who 
‘were laughing and carousing around a bright fire. . 

ur bustling hostess... . quickly prepared us an excellent dinner, 
consisting of fowls (which, by-the-bye, we shot for her), warm bread, 
butter as yellow as butter-cups, eggs with savoury ham, and everything 
betokening the Land of Plenty instead of the confines of barbaric life, . 

CHEMONG is an extensive lake lying between Ennismore and Smith 
(evo populous and wealthy townships—the latter containing a popula 
tion of a thousand souls). It is long, narrow, and shallow, with an ex 
tremely muddy bottom. The country round is hilly and varied, with 
several clearings on the lake shore. . .. After rowing four or five miles, 
‘we came in sight of the Indian village, situated on the point of a long 
tongue of land that separates Buckhorn Lake from Lake Chemong. The 
village looks pretty and picturesque, but there are few evidences of pros- 
perity perecivable among its red inhabitants. .. . This village was formed 
under the superintendence of Elder Scott, who deserves great credit for 
the pains he has taken in the worldly and spiritual interests of his red 
proteges. ‘The number of Mud Lake Indians were about 100, but John 
Iron, Chief of the Mud Lake Indians, having received under his pro- 
tection John Crane, Chief of about 60 Scugog Indians, has added con- 
siderably to their number. 

‘The Indian village [Chemong] is the landmark by which to discover 
‘the channel leading to BUCKHORN LAKE, as it forms the northern 
bank of the entrance of that channel. The route then lies directly N.W. 
until you arrive at the second log house, inhabited by one Bill M'Cue, 
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4 distance of about three miles from the Indian village, and from which 
4 second departure may be taken, observing to turn a bold point and 
broad channel to the north, at about the eighth of a mile fom Billy’ 
house. Here a most beautiful lake opened upon us—STURGEON 
LAKE. 

Captain Nicho’s is the only house we saw or heard of in Harvey, 
bordering on the Lake shore, and the lots around it the only tolerable 
land we observed. . .. The Lake shores are rocky and covered with 
‘dwarf pines and ragged scrubby oaks—in appearance very sterile and 
repulsive, We were kindly treated at the Captain's; his servant, a stout, 
hhonest, simple-minded Irishman, was delighted to see us, (fot visitors 
there, we found, were few and far between, with litle to break the 
monotony of a backwoods-man's life—not even a cow or pig for his 
companion) —on a Sunday his only pleasure is to sit by the Takeshore 
all alone, pensvely gazing o'er the lake till he is wearied, and then return 
to his shanty to think of the olden times and of old Ireland. We were 
invited to shake down our blankets in the shanty, which we did 

Tt was one of the most beautiful evenings I have ever witnessed, and 
its loveliness might have challenged Windermere and her peaceful isles. 
The calm seclusion, the bright waters, slitering and spangling in the 
rays of the sun and all speckled with innumerable islands; the leafy 
‘woods, varied by the splendid countless tints of autumn, with the pine 
“prouping theie dark hues with every stan’ formed a scene T shall never 
forget... . We kindled a fie, threw our wearied limbs on our blankets, 
and welcomed repose. 





5. CAPTAIN GronGE ARUNDEL Hitt. (1796-1861) 


To have been a man of importance in his generation and almost 
entirely forgotten a lifetime later was the fate of Captain Hill of 
Dummer Township. The son of Arundel and Catharine Hill of 
Limerick, Ireland, he was born in 1796 and served as an officer 
nineteen years later under Wellington at Waterloo. It was appro- 
priate, consequently, that among his literary efforts was the 
“Verses for the Twenty-fourth Anniversary of the Battle of Water- 
loo’. Like many another veteran, Hill had commuted his pension 
for land in Upper Canada, and like many another too, his farm 
two or three miles east of Clear Lake proved so rocky and untillable 
that, when his family were through with it, it was abandoned, and 
remains so to the present. Arriving in Dummer in 1831, he had 
entered with vigour into the life of the pioneer. Three years later 
there appeared from his hand a S6-page pamphlet with the quaint 
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title A Guide for Emigrants from the British Shores to the Woods 
of Canada.’ In his later years he became not only a radical in poli- 
tics but an eccentric in religion, and in the Lindsey Papers, Univer- 
sity of Toronto Library, is a lengthy manuscript in a copper-plate 
hhand which he had apparently tried to get Charles Lindsey to pub- 
lish. A hint from an old Dummer resident led to a search on his lot 
for his grave, and in a rail-fence enclosure, without a stone or any 
distinguishing mark, lie the remains of Captain Hill, veteran of 
Waterloo, pioneer settler and eminent official, educationist, author, 
and first Warden of the District of Colborne. 


BUILDING THE LOG HOUSE 
[Will, A Guide for Emigrants from the British Shores to the Woods 
‘of Canada (Dublin, 1834), pp. 25-8] 


In selecting a site for your house, do not forget that a good fall from 
the front will serve to carry off the melting snow in the spring; as well 
as the water from the heavy thunder showers which you may expect in 
summer, Before you lay one log over another, I remind you to have 
every tree felled, which, if left uncut, could afterwards reach the in- 
tended dwelling. It would be still better, if time allowed you, to get a 
space of the forest of forty or fifty yards square burnt off before the 
shanty was commenced; and then, and then only, can it be perfectly 
safe, This precaution, however, seems seldom attended to by new 
settlers; sometimes, perhaps, from impatience to see their woodland 
residence in progress, but still oftener from ignorance of the serious risk 
incurred by neglecting it. After a litle dry weather the branches of the 
‘trees, if they have been cut for a few weeks, will with a very slight breeze 
‘burn most furiously, assisted by the thick coat of leaves on the surface 
‘of the ground; and, should the running fire take its course towards the 
newly-erected edifice, you will have something to do to save it from the 
devouring element. I am not myself a ‘burnt child’, but was too near 
being so not to ‘dread the fire’. My shanty had been up some months 
when the burning of the brush and timber of my clearance was com- 
menced, and it required the utmost exertions of four persons to prevent 
its being destroyed. The smoke and heat were so suffocating and intoler- 
able that my family was obliged to take refuge for two hours in the 
cellar; and from the circumstance of the fire having completely sur- 

Published in Dublin i 1834. After years of search in Britain and America we 
found a copy in the Canadiana collection of J. G. Ketcheson, Richmond 1 
‘Photostatic opies are in the Public Archives at Otiawa and the Toronto Public 
Library. 
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rounded the premises it would have been very dificult to have removed 
‘our things to a place of safety, had it been necessary to make the 
attempt. I would therefore repeat the advice to new settlers, to chop 
down and burn off at once one acre of the forest immediately about the 
spot where he intends to put up his house; but should he have neglected 
doing so, and that he comes afterwards to enter into a contract with 
some person for clearing a certain quantity of his land, let him take the 
consequence if he does not make it a condition in their written agree- 
ment that he is to be indemnified for the loss he may sustain, should his 
house (or shanty) be consumed when the clearance is being burnt off. 

Personal observation will give you a clearer idea of the manner in 
which shanties are put together than could be obtained from any detail 
‘of mine; still, 1 conceive, you may derive advantage from a sketch of 
such an operation. Your inexperience will very naturally lead you to 
leave a great deal to the men you have employed, and more largely so 
if you have good men who are used to such kind of work; but if you 
shut your own eyes altogether, and totally decline the suggestions of 
your own judgment, I will prophesy you will regret having done so. 

Having decided on the extent and plan of the edifice, your men pro- 
ceed to hew down such trees, convenient to the intended site, as are 
of a proper thickness. The straighter these are the better; and if cedars 
can be procured without much difficulty they should be chosen. Maples 
are said to decay very soon—in some eases after five or six years; but 
‘though it might be impossible to make them last for a great length of 
time, I suspect the true cause of the so rapid decay of the shanties 
alluded to was their having been constantly soaking water, whenever 
‘ain fll, from the gross laziness or neglect of the persons who occupied 
them. 

‘The trees are now cut into the proper lengths and collected together. 
Digging for a foundation is of course never thought of. Having placed 
two end logs in the places where they are to remain, a man with an axe, 
within a few inches of the extreme ends of each, puts a kind of cut, 
whose breadth is the diameter of the letter V turned upside down; the 
under sides of a front and rere log are then cut, like the said letter V, 
50 as to lie close on the end logs, and thus they become, as it were, 
locked together. A similar operation is repeated—two end and two side 
logs—untl the wooden walls have attained the required height, when 
the door and window spaces are cut away. Ifthe trees have been care- 
fully selected, so as to be as nearly of one size and as straight as pos- 
sible, there will be little trouble or difficulty in laying the logs so as 
almost to touch each other in every part; and though some of your men 
will endeavour to persuade you that this is @ matter of no consequence, 
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tnd that itis the easiest thing in the world to ram in a piece of bass- 
‘wood into the chinks, mind them not. You have now to get up the roof, 
which for a shanty is made by spliting the straightest basswood trees 
in two, and after they have been hollowed out with axes, placing them, 
the hollow part up, side by side, and as closely together as you can, so 
thatthe ends will rest on the upper back and front logs. To prevent rain 
getting through, other troughs, similarly prepared, are placed one over 
every joint, with the concave side under, and the roof is finished. 

I strongly recommend you to have the sides of these under troughs 
made quite straight, which can easily be done by the assistance of a 
black-line, This will spare you much trouble afterwards, and render it 
an easy matter to make the joints impervious to the cool air of winter. 
Here again the workmen will exclaim against your unusual nicety; but 
remember that it is your own wife and your own children who are to 
spend the approaching winter under that roof, and be resolved to make 
them as comfortable as you can. 

If you are anxious to have your family in their new habitation as 
soon. as possible, they may now come into it. The weather, until the 
middle of November, will render a slight curtain tacked up at night, a 
sufficient substitute for glazed sashes; and the good behaviour of your 
neighbours, should you happen to have any, will cause any stronger 
door to be quite unnecessary. 

‘You will then have leisure to make, or get made, by degrees, any 
articles of houschold furniture you require, and whatever you judge 
proper for finishing your shanty. 

Under this last head your fire-places and chimneys claim the first 
attention. For a short time you may perhaps find it expedient to imitate 
a very general plan among new settlers—just to place a few large stones 
loosely against that part where a fre is to be made, in order to prevent 
the logs of the shanty from igniting; and let a square hole in the roof 
serve as a chimney. If, however, time and circumstances allow it, it will 
bbe better to do at once what must otherwise be shortly done, and get a 
stone chimney put up. 

Tt may happen that you will be advised, as T was, to put up a wooden 
chimney, well plastered within and without. Such are in pretty general 
use, and may answer very well where a constant or strong fire is not 
reauired, Still [ cannot recommend them, as, let their construction be 
‘ever so perfect, they are certainly exposed to the danger of catching 
fire sooner or later; and the consciousness of this danger will often come 
‘upon you, while enjoying a roaring fire of a cold night, like a bitter 
breeze from the north 

If you can at once burn some 











restone, well and good; but you are 
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‘not without an excellent substitute for lime mortar by mixing together 
‘wo parts of woodashes with one of red earth, which is found by remov- 
ing the surface stratum of black vegetable mould. Lime is burned here 
in kilns, pretty similar to those of the old country; but it is also made 
in a simpler manner. The stones, well broken, are placed on the top of 
a large heap, which is then set on fire, and if the logs are gross enough, 
and piled very close together, you will have plenty of excellent lime in 
a few hours. 

Should there be no saw-mill within a reasonable distance you will 
find that boards can be procured by splitting basswood, cedar, or pine; 
they will at least make a tolerable floor, doors, &c. An adze here will be 
1 very useful tool, as by means of it you can make such boards nearly 
as fair as if they had been sawn, and smooth enough to require no 
planing. 


6. A Vistr To Douro Townsuir, 1836 


[ames Logan, Notes of a Journey through Canada, the United States, 
and the West Indies (Edinburgh, 1838), pp. 44-6] 


Next morning, at six, we reached Coburg, which is a hundred and 
seventy miles distant from Brockville, The fare from Montreal to 
Prescott was £1, 10s., and from the latter place to Coburg £1, 5s 

Having hired a horse from Mr Strong of the American Hotel, near 
the pier, I joined Mr Thomson and a Mr Hickston, an Irishman, whom 
wwe met at the hotel, and started for Peterborough. About a mile from 
Coburg, which, like most of the places on this route, is a neat small 
town, i the county-hall and jail, a rather handsome stone building. 
We passed several well cultivated farms and saw a number of excellent 
ficlds of wheat and oats. The road, however, was very bad, there being 
no stones on it and numberless ruts. About eighteen miles from Coburg 
‘we came to a clearing in the forest, which is an Irish settlement, and 
dined at @ small inn.! Farther on were several farms on which were 
good crops. Peterborough, which is thirty-ive miles from Coburg, is 
very romantically situated on a rising ground overlooking the river 
Ottanabe, which runs into Rice Lake. After remaining there a few 
hours I crossed the river by a ferry-boat which the current carries across, 
it being attached to 2 wheel running along a rope stretched over the 
river, and arrived at Mr $. Cunningham's, where T staid all night. 

T remained in the Newcastle district nine days, principally in the 
township of Duro, where several of my friends were settled. One day 
called on Mr Trail, whose lady has published an account of Canada, 


oseph Graham's Tavern, now Bailieboro. 
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and another day went with Mr Carnegie to a logging-bee at his neigh- 
bbour F's. There were about six acres to log, and he had collected about 
‘twenty of his neighbours, or their servants, as those who could not work 
were obliged to find substitutes. There were five yokes of oxen, and 
generally four, but sometimes only three, men to a yoke, with a boy to 
rive. To the yoke over the necks of the oxen is fastened a long chain, 
with a hook at the end, and this chain is put round a log, which is thus 
dragged to the pile. Two of my friends, myself, and a servant were 
attached to one of the yokes, which was driven by a boy. When the 
logs, which vary from ten to fifteen feet in length and from one to two 
and a half in diameter, were brought to the pile we laid them on in a 
proper manner. After the first layer was arranged the rest of the logs 
were hoisted on with handspikes; the heaps vary from four to five feet in 
height, and are not made too large so as to burn with facility. This is a 
very laborious part of the operation, especially when the logs are heavy; 
and if they should slip you are in danger of getting your leg broken or 
even of losing your life. We worked hard all day from nine, and logged 
about three acres. At one we had dinner in the barn, masters and ser- 
vants together without distinction. Two young Englishmen were present 
but did not assist, and were therefore laughed at. They disliked the coun- 
try after three years’ trial and were on their way home. In the evening 
we had a dance and were otherwise agreeably entertained until one in 
the morning, when we walked home, but were entangled in a wood, 
where we groped about for two hours although the distance we had to 
go was only half a mile, On another occasion 1 visited Lake Clear, 
where three of us lay out in a deserted shantie, the smallest description 
of log-house, resembling in shape a pig-stye, baked our bread, and 
roasted potatoes. The scenery of this lake is very beautiful, and its 
‘numerous wooded islands, its romantic banks, and dense forests, in- 
habited by woodpeckers and other gaudy birds, wolves, and squirrels, 
merit a more extended encomium. 











7. CATHARINE PARR TRAILL (1802-1899) 


The eldest of the three ‘literary Stricklands” who emigrated to 
Canada, Catharine was undoubtedly the most even-tempered and 
Teast critical of her new environment. She quickly became, in fact, 
a lover of nature, and as a naturalist she developed a fellow-feeling 
for the Indians, from whom she learned much natural and tradi- 

‘samvel Sircklani's TwentySeven Years in, Canada West is not among the 


works from which excerpts are given in this Section, but he and his book are 
{Eien adequate atention in the Introduction, 
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tional lore. Her botanical descriptions are consequently her greatest 
contribution to Canadian literature. Among her other books, The 
Female Emigran’s Guide (1854) inchided nature remedies, 
recipes, and helpful hints of various kinds to assist in adjustment to 
the new land. 

A bibliography of Mrs. Trail's works, from 1818 when at the 
age of sixteen she produced a small volume of children’s stories 
in England, to 1895 when her last book, Cor and Cradle Stories, 
appeared, would be a lengthy list complicated by numerous reprints 
under varied titles. She wrote some verse, most of which is inter- 
spersed among her prose compositions or in one or another of the 
newspapers and literary periodicals of the day. Her reputation, 
however, is based upon The Backwoods of Canada (1836) and 
her various nature studies such as Canadian Wild Flowers (1868). 

In 1832, prior to emigration to Canada, she married Lieutenant 
‘Thomas Traill, and they first resided at Lakefield, where her 
brother Samuel was Sule iss 
pioneer life, they subsequently lived in Ashburnham and on the 
shores of Rice Lake, but her long life as a widow (her husband 
died in 1859) was spent at “Westove’, Lakefield, or at ‘Minne- 
‘wawa’, her island in Stoney Lake. She died on August 29, 1899, ‘a 
cultured and gifted lady’ as the obituary notice in the Peterborough 
Examiner put it, and one whose life and writings did much to raise 
the tone of cultural and intellectual life in Canada. 

















(a) JOURNEY FROM CoROURG To DOURO TOWNSHIP, 1832 
[Catharine Parr Traill, The Backwoods of Canada... pp. 55 et sea.] 


We left Cobourg on the afternoon of the Ist of September in a light 
waggon comfortably lined with buffalo robes. Our fellow-travellers con- 
sisted of three gentlemen and a young lady, all of whom proved very 
agreeable and willing to afford us every information respecting the 
‘country through which we were travelling. The afternoon was fine—one 
Of those rich mellow days we often experience in the early part of 
September. The warm hues of autumn were already visible on the 
forest trees, but rather spoke of ripeness than decay. The country round 
Cobourg is well cultivated, a great portion of the woods having been 
superseded by open fields, pleasant farms, and fine flourishing orchards, 
‘with green pastures where abundance of cattle were grazing. 

‘The county gaol and court-house at Amberst, about a mile and a half 
from Cobourg, is a fine stone edifice, situated on a rising ground which 
commands an’ extensive view over the lake Ontario and surrounding 
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scenery. As you advance further up the country, in the direction of the 
Hamilton of Rice Lake plains, the land rises into bold sweeping hills 
‘and dales. 

‘The outline of the country reminded me of the hilly part of Glouces- 
tershire; you want, however, the charm with which civilization has so 
‘eminently adorned that fine county, with all its romantic villages, flour- 
ishing towns, cultivated farms, and extensive downs so thickly covered 
with flocks and herds. Here the bold forests of oak, beech, maple, and 
bass-wood, with now and then a grove of dark pine, cover the hills, 
only enlivened by an occasional settlement with its Iog-house and zig 
zag fences of split timber: these fences are very offensive to my eye. I 
Took in vain for the rich hedge-rows of my native country. Even the 
stone fences in the north and west of England, cold and bare as they 
are, are less unsightly. The settlers, however, invariably adopt whatever 
plan saves time, labour, and money. The great law of expediency is 
strictly observed—it is bore of necessity. Matters of taste appear to 
be little regarded, or are, at all events, after-considerations. 

About halfway between Cobourg and the Rice Lake there is a pretty 
valley between two steep hills, Here there is a good deal of cleared 
land and a tavern: the place is called the ‘Cold Springs’. Who knows 
but some century or two hence this spot may become a fashionable 
place of resort to drink the waters. A Canadian Bath or Cheltenham 
may spring up where now Nature revels in her wildemess of forest 
trees. 

We now ascended the plains—a fine elevation of land—for many 
tiles scantily clothed with oaks, and here and there bushy pines with 
cther trees and shrubs. The soil is in some places sandy, but varies, T am 
told, considerably in different parts, and is covered in large tracts with 
rich herbage, affording abundance of the finest pasture for cattle. A 
umber of exquisite flowers and shrubs adorn these plains, which rival 
any garden in beauty during the spring and summer months. Many of 
these plants are peculiar to the plains, and are rarely met with in any 
‘other situation, The trees, too, though inferior in size to those in the 
forests, are more picturesque, growing in groups or singly at considerable 
intervals, giving a sort of park-like appearance to this portion of the 
country, The prevailing opinion seems to be that the plains laid out in 
grazing or dairy farms would answer the purpose of setters well; as there 
is plenty of land that will grow wheat and other cor-crops and can be 
improved at a small expense, besides abundance of natural pasture for 
cattle, One great advantage Seems to be that the plough can be intro- 
duced directly, and the labour of preparing the ground is necessarily 
‘much less than where it is wholly covered with wood. 

‘There are several settlers on these plains possessing considerable 
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farms, The situation, 1 should think, must be healthy and agreeable 
from the elevation and dryness of the land and the pleasant prospect 
they command of the country below them, especially where the Rice 
Lake, with its various islands and picturesque shores, is visible, The 
‘ground itself is pleasingly broken into hill and valley, sometimes gently 
sloping, at other times abrupt and almost precipitous. 

‘An American farmer, who formed one of our party at breakfast the 
following morning, told me that these plains were formerly famous 
‘hunting-grounds of the Indians, who, to prevent the growth of the tim- 
bers, burned them year after year; this, in process of time, destroyed 
the young trees, so as to prevent them again from accumulating to the 
extent they formerly did. Sufficient only was left to form coverts; for 
the deer resort hither in great herds for the sake of a peculiar tall sort 
of grass with which these plains abound called deer-grass, on which 
they become exceedingly fat at certain seasons of the year. 

Evening closed in before we reached the tavern on the shores of the 
Rice Lake, where we were to pass the night; so that I lost something 
Of the beautiful scenery which this fine expanse of water presents as you 
descend the plains towards its shores. The glimpses T caught of it were 
by the faint but frequent flashes of lightning that illumined the horizon 
to the north, which just revealed enough to make me regret I could see 
‘no more that night. The Rice Lake is prettily diversified with small 
wooded islets: the north bank rises gently from the water's edge. 
Within sight of Sully, the tavern from which the steam-boat starts that 
goes up the Otanabee, you see several well-cultivated settlements; and 
beyond the Indian village the missionaries have a school for the edu- 
cation and instruction of the Indian children. Many of them can both 
read and write fluently, and are greatly improved in their moral and 
religious conduct. They are well and comfortably clothed and have 
hhouses to live in. But they are still too much attached to their wander- 
ing habits to become good and industrious settlers. During certain sea- 
sons they leave the village and encamp themselves in the woods along 
the borders of those lakes and rivers that present the most advantageous 
hunting and fishing-grounds. 

‘There are some fine settlements on the Rice Lake, but I am told the 
shores are not considered healthy, the inhabitants being subject to take- 
fevers and ague, especially where the ground is low and swampy. These 
fevers and agues are supposed by some people to originate in the exten- 
sive rice-beds which cause a stagnation in the water; the constant 
evaporation from the surface acting on a mass of decaying vegetation 
‘must tend to have a bad effect on the constitution of those that are 
immediately exposed to its pernicious influence. 

We left the tavern at Rice Lake, after an unusual delay, at nine 
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o'clock. The morning was damp, and a cold wind blew over the lake, 
which appeared to litle advantage through the drizaling rain from 
‘which T was glad to shroud my face in my warm plaid cloak, for there 
was no cabin or other shelter in the litle steamer than an inefficient 
awning. This apology for a steam-boat formed a considerable contrast 
with the superbly-appointed vessels we had lately been passengers in 
‘on the Ontario and the St. Laurence, But the circumstances of a steamer 
at all on the Otanabee was a matter of surprise to us and of exultaion 
to the first setlrs along its shores, who for many years had been con- 
tented with no better mode of transport than a seow oF canoe for them 
selves and their marketable produce, or through the worst possible 
roads with a waggon or sleigh. 

‘The Otanabee is a fine broad clear stream, divided into two mouths 
at its entrance to the Rice Lake by a low tongue of land, too swampy 
to be put under cultivation. This beautiful river (for such I consider it 
to be) winds is way between thickly-wooded banks which rise gradually 
4s you advance higher up the country. 

Towards noon the mists cleared off, and the sun came forth in all 
the brilliant beauty of a September day. So completely were we sheltered 
from the wind by the tick wall of pines on either side that Ino longer 
felt the least inconvenience from the cold that had chilled me on cross- 
ing the lake in the morning. 

‘As [felt a great curiosity to see the interior of a log-house, T entered 
the open door-way of the tavern as the people termed it, under the 
pretext of buying a draught of milk. The interior of this rude dwelling 
presented no very inviting aspect. The walls were of rough unhewn logs, 
filled between the chinks with moss and irregular wedges of wood to 
keep out the wind and rain, The unplastered roof displayed the rafters, 
covered with moss and lichens, green, yellow, and grey; above which 
right be seen the shingles, dyed to a fine mahogany-red by the smoke 
which refused to ascend the wide clay and stone chimney, to curl grace- 
fully about the roof and seek its exit in the various erannies and aper- 
tures with which the roof and sides ofthe building abounded, 

‘The floor was of earth, which had become pretty hard and smooth 
through use. This but reminded me of the one described by the four 
Russian sailors that were left to winter on the island of Spitabergen. Ts 
furniture was of corresponding rudeness; a few stools, rough and un- 
planed; a deal table, which, from being manufactured from unseasoned 
‘wood, was divided by three wide open seams and was only held together 
by is illshaped legs; two or three blocks of grey granite placed beside 
the hearth served for seats for the children, with the addition of two 
beds raised a litle above the ground by a frame of split cedars. On these 
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Jowly couches lay extended two poor men, suffering under the wasting 
effects of lake-fever. Their yellow bilious faces strangely contrasted 
with the gay patchwork-quills that covered them, I felt much concerned 
for the poor emigrants, who told me they had mot been many weeks in 
the country when they were seized with the fever and ague. They both 
had wives and small children who seemed very miserable. The wives 
also had been sick with ague, and had not a house or even shanty of 
their own up; the husbands having fallen ill were unable to do anything; 
and much of the litle money they had brought out with them had been 
‘expended in board and lodging in this miserable place, which they dig- 
nified by the name of a tavern, T cannot say T was greatly prepossessed 
in favour of their hostess, a harsh, covetous woman. Besides the various 
emigrants, men, women, and children, that lodged within the walls, the 
log-house had tenants of another description. A fine calf occupied a pen 
in a comer; some pigs roamed grunting about in company with some 
half-dozen fowls. The most attractive objects were three snow-white 
pigeons that were meekly picking up crumbs and looking as if they 
‘were too pure and innocent to be inhabitants of such a place. 

‘Owing to the shallowness of the river at this season, and to the rapids, 
the steam-boat is unable to go up the whole way to Peterborough, and 
fa Scow or row-boat, as itis sometimes termed—a huge, unwieldy, fat- 
bottomed machine—meets the passengers at a certain part of the river 
‘within sight of a singular pine-tree on the right bank; this is termed the 
“Yankee bonnet, from the fancied resemblance of the topmost boughs 
10 a sort of cap worn by the Yankees, not much unlike the blue bonnet 
of Scotland. 

Unfortunately, the steamer ran aground some four miles below the 
usual place of rendezvous, and we waited tll near four o'elock for the 
scow. When it made its appearance, we found, to our discomfort, the 
rowers (eight in number and all Irishmen) were under the exciting 
influence of a cag of whiskey which they had drunk dry on the voyage. 
‘They were, moreover, exasperated by the delay on the part of the 
steamer, which gave them four miles additional heavy rowing. Beside a 
‘number of passengers there was an enormous Ioad of furniture, trunks, 
boxes, chests, sacks of wheat, barrels of flour, salt, and pork, with many 
‘miscellaneous packages and articles, small and great, which were piled 
to a height that I thought very unsafe both to goods and passengers. 

With 2 marvellous ill grace the men took up their oars when t 
oad was completed, but declared they would go on shore and make a 
fire and cook their dinners, they not having eaten any food though they 
hhad taken large potations of the whiskey. This measure was opposed 
by some of the gentlemen and a fierce and angry scene ensued, which 
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ended in the mutineers flinging down their oars and positively refusing 
to row another stroke till they had satisfied their hunger. 

Perhaps I had a fellow-feeling for them, as I began to be exceedingly 
‘hungry, almost ravenous, myself, having fasted since six that morning; 
indeed, so faint was I that I was fain to get my husband to procure me 
‘a morsel of the coarse uninviting bread that was produced by the rowers, 
and which they ate with huge slices of raw pickled pork, seasoning this 
‘unseemly meal with curses ‘not loud but deep,’ and bitter taunts against 
those who prevented them from cooking their food like Christians. 

While I was eagerly eating the bit of bread, an old farmer, who had 
eyed me for some time with a mixture of curiosity and compassion, 
said, ‘Poor thing: well, you do seem hungry indeed, and I dare say are 
just out from the ould country, and so little used to such hard fare. Here 
fare some cakes that my woman (ie., wife) put in my pocket when 
left home; I care nothing for them, but they are better than that bad 
bread; take ’em, and welcome.’ With these words he tossed some very 
respectable home-made seed-cakes into my lap, and truly never was 
anything more welcome than this seasonable refreshment 

A sullen and gloomy spirit seemed to prevail among our boatmen, 
which by no means diminished as the evening drew on and ‘the rapids 
were near.’ The sun had set, and the moon and stars rose brilliantly over 
the still waters, which gave back the reflection of this glorious multitude 
of heavenly bodies. A sight so passing fair might have stilled the most 
turbulent spirits into peace; at least so T thought as, wrapped in my 
cloak, [leant back against the supporting arm of my husband and, look- 
ing from the waters to the sky and from the sky to the waters, with 
‘delight and admiration. My pleasant reverie was, however, soon ended 
when I suddenly felt the boat touch the rocky bank, and heard the boat- 
‘men protesting they would go no further that night. We were nearly 
three miles below Peterborough, and how T was to walk this distance, 
weakened as I was by recent illness and fatigue of our long travelling, 
T knew not. To spend the night in an open boat, exposed to the heavy 
dews arising from the river, would be almost death, While we were 
deliberating on what to do, the rest of the passengers had made up their 
minds and taken the way through the woods by a road they were well 
acquainted with. They were soon out of sight, all but one gentleman 
‘who was bargaining with one of the rowers to take him and his dog 
across the river at the head of the rapids in a skiff. 

Imagine our situation, at ten o'clock at night without knowing a single 
step of our road, put on shore to find the way to the distant town as we 
best could, or pass the night in the dark forest. 

‘Almost in despair, we entreated the gentleman to be our guide as far 
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as he went, But so many obstacles beset our path in the form of newly: 
chopped trees and blocks of stone scattered along the shore, that it was 
with the utmost dificulty we could keep him in sight. At last we came 
up with him at the place appointed to moet the skiff, and, with a per- 
tinacity that at another time and in other circumstances we never should 
hhave adopted, we all but insisted on being admitted into the boat. An 
angry growling consent was extorted from the surly Charon, and we 
hastily entered the frail bark, which seemed hardly calculated to convey 
us in safety to the opposite shores. I could not help indulging in a feel- 
ing of indescribable fear as I listened to the torrent of profane invective 
‘that burst forth continually from the lips of the boatman. Once or twice 
‘we were in danger of being overset by the boughs of the pines and cedars 
which had fallen into the water near the banks. Right glad was T when 
we reached the opposite shores; but here a new trouble arose: there 
was yet more untracked wood to cross before we again met the skiff, 
which had to pass up a small rapid and meet us at the head of the small 
lake, an expansion of the Otanabee a little below Peterborough. At the 
distance of every few yards our path was obstructed by fallen trees, 
mostly hemlock, spruce, or cedar, the branches of which are so thickly 
interwoven that itis scarcely possible to separate them or force a pas- 
sage through the tangled thicket which they form. 

“ad it not been for the humane assistance of our conductor, I know 
not how I should have surmounted these difficulties. Sometimes I was 
ready to sink down from very weariness. At length I hailed, with a joy 
Teould hardly have supposed possible, the gruff voice of the Trish rower, 
and after considerable grumbling on his part we were again seated 

Glad enough we were to see, by the blazing light of an enormous log~ 
heap, the house of our friend. Here we received the offer of guide to 
show us the way to the town by a road cut through the wood. We par- 
took of the welcome refreshment of tea, and having gained a little 
strength by a short rest we once more commenced our journey, guided 
by a ragged but polite Irish boy, whose frankness and good humour 
quite won our regards. He informed us he was one of seven orphans 
who had lost father and mother in the cholera. It was a sad thing, he 
said, to be left fatherless and motherless in a strange land; and he swept 
away the tears that gathered in his eyes as he told the simple but sad 
tale of his early bereavement; but added, cheerfully, he had met with a 
kind master, who had taken some of his brothers and sisters into 
service as well as himself. 

‘Just as we were emerging from the gloom of the wood we found our 
progress impeded by a creek, as the boy called it, over which he told 
tus we must pass by a log-bridge before we could get to the town, Now 











a4 ‘THE VALLEY OF THE TRENT 


the log-bridge was composed of one log, or rather a fallen tree, thrown 
across the stream, rendered very slippery by the heavy dew that had 
risen from the swamp. As the log admitted of only one person at atime 
could receive no assistance from my companions; and though our 
lite guide, with a natural politeness arising from the benevolence of his 
isposition, did me all the service in his power by holding the lantern 
close to the surface to throw all the light he could on the subject, Thad 
the ill ack to fll in up to my knees in the water, my head turning quite 
Biddy just as T came to the last step or two; thus was I wet as well as 
‘weary. To add to our misfortune we saw the lights disappear, one by 
‘one, in the village, till a solitary candle, glimmering from the upper 
chambers of one or two houses, were our only beacons. We had yet 
1 lodging to seck, and it was near midnight before we reached the door 
of the principal inn; there, at least, thought I, our troubles for to-night 
will end; but great was our mortification on being told there was not a 
spare bed tobe had in the house, every one being occupied by emigrants 
zoing up to one of the back townships. 

T could go no further, and we petitioned for a place by the kitchen 
fire where we might rest, at leat, if not sleep, and T might dry my wet 
garments. On seeing my condition the landlady took compassion on me, 
ied me to a blazing fre, which her damsels quickly roused up; one 
brought a warm bath for my feet, while another provided a warm pota- 
tion which, I really believe, strange and unusual to my lips as it was, 
4id me good: in short we received every kindness and attention that we 
required from mine host and hostess, who relinquished their own bed 
for our accommodation, contenting’ themselves with a shake-down 
before the kitchen fire 

can now smile at the disasters of thar day, but at the time they 
appeared no trifles, as you may well suppose. 

Farewell, my dearest Mother. 





(b) A WALK TO RAILWAY POINT, 1853 


[Forest Gleanings’, No. XII, Anglo-American Magazine (Toronto), 
Vol, III, October, 1853, No. 4. By Catharine Parr Trail] 


‘Thirty years ago the emigrant who desired to settle himself and family 
in the townships north of Rice Lake, on reaching its southern shore after 
‘a weary day's journey through roads deeply cut by ruts and water-worn 
zullies could obtain no better mode of conveyance across its waters than 
‘what was afforded by a small skift or canoe, unless he committed him- 
self and his worldly goods to the safer keeping of huge, flat-bottomed 
ark called a scow, which usually took two whole days to perform its toil- 
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some voyage up the long-winding Otonabee; the navigation of which 
jn these days, and indeed for a many a long year after that time, was 
considerably obstructed by rapids on the spot now occupied by the fine 
substantial locks, which afford an easy entrance to the litle lake; and 
may be called the key to Peterboro’. 

‘Ten years passed on, and the wants of the traveller who was wending 
his way northward were met by a small steamer which plyed on Rice 
Lake and took passengers and goods part of the way, being met by the 
sow when the water was low in the river some miles below the town, 
at a certain part marked by a tall pine, called the Yankee Bonnet from 
its top bearing a resemblance to that article. Scamty as were the accom- 
modations on board, the advent of this boat was hailed with infinite 
satisfaction, and great praise was bestowed on the spirited proprietors, 
gentlemen and merchants of Cobourg, who had thus met the require- 
‘ments of the public and doubtlessly greatly facilitated the settlement of 
Peterboro’ and her back country. 

[By degrees a better class of steamers were launched on Rice Lake. 
At this date no less than four are cleaving its waters and enlivening the 
Tonely shores of the Otonabee river. And here it is but just to remark 
that where a public benefit is to be conferred the men of Cobourg, what- 
ever may be their polities or private opinions, are ready to come for- 
ward heart and hand to promote the work. 

Roads have been constructed to enable the traveller after crossing 
the winter flooring of Rice Lake to reach Peterboro’ and the surround- 
ing country by the shortest possible route, but ice is but a treacherous 
foundation to trust to, and moreover there are intervals in early winter 
before its safety has been tested, and in early spring when the sun is 
exerting its power over the icelocked streams, that a total stop is put 
to journeys, either business or pleasure, unless by a circuitous route 
through the worst of roads by the head of the lake. 

‘To meet the wants of the fast increasing population, and to enable 
Peterboro’ to send forth her abundant stores of lumber, grain, wool, and 
dairy produce to a ready market, something more was required,—and 
Jo! ere the blessing was asked it was as it were cast into her lap. No 
sacrifice of Inbour, time, or money was demanded. Let us hope that the 
townsmen of Peterboro’ will unite in gratitude towards the enterprizing 
‘men of Cobourg, the spitited movers of this great work and national 
benefit RAILROAD AND BRIDGE ACROSS THE RICE LAKE. 
‘A work which when completed will enrich even the poorest of her back- 
woodsmen, and be the means of opening out a wide extent of unre- 
claimed forest; a field for the future labours of the industrious farmer 
and skilful mechani. Will not a work like this ultimately prove more 
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beneficial to the Colborne District than the discovery of mines of silver 
and gold in her vic 

‘Asa lover of the picturesque T must confess that T have a great dis- 
like to railroads. Teannot help turning with regret from the bare idea 
‘of scenes of rich rural beauty being cut up and disfigured by these inter- 
seeting veins of wrought iron, spanning the beautiful old romantic bills 
and rivers of my native land; but here, in this new country, there is no 
such objection to be made, there are no feelings connected with early 
associations to be rudely violated; no scenes that time has hallowed 0 
be destroyed. Here the railroads run through dense forests where the 
footsteps of man have never been impressed, across swamps and mor- 
asses on which the rays of the sun have scarcely ever shone, over lonely 
rivers and widespread lakes that have never echoed to the dash of the 
car of reflected aught on their bosoms but the varied foliage ofthe over- 
hhanging woods. 

If litle can be said in behalf of the picturesque beauty of a railway, 
it may be observed on the other hand that itis quite as pleasing a sight 
to the eye of most persons as a chaotic map of fallen pines and decaying 
‘cedars stretching across each other in wild confusion; that a rail-car is 
at least as sightly as an ox-cart or lumber-waggon. If its presence does 
rot embellish, neither can it mar a country where it interferes with none 
‘of our natural beauties or ancient works of art. Nay, in future years will 
it not be looked upon with veneration and admiration, as were many of 
the public roads and viaducts of ancient Rome? 

Here we have scope and verge enough to act upon, without offending 
the eye of taste or intruding upon any man’s prejudice or taste. Ifthe 
old setler be in the neighborhood of a railroad he can remove elsewhere, 
and dispose of his lands to great advantage: the new comer need not 
purchase in its vicinity if he does not value the advantages that it offers. 
‘The benefit to a new country s0 deficient in really good roads must be 
great; therefore, I say, let the work go on and prosper—let it stretch 
from East to West; from the shores ofthe Atlantic even to the Georgian 
Bay. 

‘Twenty years ago the most sanguine speculator would have smiled 
sceptially atthe suggestion of a bridge spanning the wide extent of the 
waters of Rice Lake, —five years ago he would have laughed at such an 
ides, Nay, within the last twelve months the scheme was regarded as an 
impossibility, and behold, it is now half completed. The dificulties have 
vanished before the enterprise and skill of engineers and mechanical 
‘operatives, incited by the assurance of certain remuneration from the 
Shareholders. 























SELECTIONS FROM WRITINGS a7 


‘Quietly and steadily has the work progressed; the neighbourhood has 
not been disturbed by scenes of riot or drunkenness; there has been no 
bloodshed nor disorder among the hands; no man's property has been 
pillaged, and no one has suffered wrong; strict order has been observed, 
srcatly to the credit of the overseers, whose respectability of conduct 
deserves all praise. 

In a few weeks longer and the great work of pile-driving will be com- 
pleted, and the shores of the Township of Hamilton and Otonabee will 
be linked together by an enduring monument, greatly to the eredit of 
American ingenuity and Canadian enterprise. Were I as well skilled in 
the science of political economy as Miss Martineau I might have en- 
larged on all the advantages to be derived from the railroad, but I must 
leave it to wiser heads than mine to discuss such matters. 

It was on a bright summer afternoon, in the early part of July, that, 
accompanied by my eldest daughter and some young friends with whom 
wwe were spending the day, I set out to vist the works at Railway Point, 
for as yet I know no other more significant name for the site of the Reil~ 
way station and future village on this side the lake. We thankfully 
accepted of the escort of the master of the house, who graciously gave 
up some important out-of-door work to accompany us, a sacrifice of 
time for which I hope we were all sufficiently thankful. 

‘The sun was so hot that we were glad more than once to rest under 
the shade of some noble butternut trees which spread their most refresh- 
ing branches across the narrow sandy road, and as T looked up among 
the broad-spreading leaf boughs I marvelled at the size of the trees 
which had been only saplings when first T passed along that very road 
some twenty-one years before. Near the spot where formerly stood the 
cold inn at the landing place known as Sully the path turned abruptly in 
‘a direction parallel to the lake eastward, and we crossed a crazy log 
bridge over a small creek and a wilderness of the blue iris and rushes, 
‘histles and wild camomile, and entered on a newly-cut road which had 
been operated by the Railway men for a more ready communication with 
the Sully road. 

"Through an old bit of marshy clearing, thick covered with rushy grass 
and small bushes of dwarf willow and alder, lay our path: the black 
sphagnous soil, owing to the long drought, was fortunately for us dry, 
but an hour's rain would have made our footing far from agreeable. 
‘Through this meadow ran a bright stream which was unbridged save by 
sundry blocks of granite and fragments of limestone which afforded a 
stopping place to our feet; from this point our way lay through a regular 
growth of forest trees, lofty pines, maple, bass, and oak, the dense 
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thicket of leafy under-wood shutting out the lake from our sight. You 
night have imagined yourself in the very heart of the forest; many 
rare and beautiful flowers we gathered, flourishing in the rank soil 
and among the decaying trunks and branches that stewed the leafy 
ground. There, among others, was that gem of beauty, the ehima- 
Phila or shining leafed wintergreen; rheumatism weed, as some of the 
natives call it, its dark glossy leaves of holly-green, and corymnba of 
Peach-coloured flowers, its amethyst-coloured anthers set round the 
emerald green turban-shaped pis, forming a contrast of the most per- 
fect beauty. This elegant flower might well be called by way of distine- 
tion, the ‘Gem of the Forest’. There were pink milk weeds as fragrant 
4s beautiful, white piroles, and the dark <ich crimson blossoms of the 
red flowering raspberry, with many others with which we quickly filed 
our hands; nevertheless we were not sorry when we emerged from the 
close sultry forest path and felt the delicous breeze from the lake blow 
ing fresh upon us. There lay the bright waters glittering in the sunlight 
full before us. The ground in front sloped gently down to the shore, 
forming a litle peninsula; on one side a deep cove wooded on its banks 
to the water's edge, in front the long line of piles stretching towards 
small island on which a station-house is to be erected for the keeper of 
the gates, which are to admit ofthe egress and regress of boats and raft, 

Far fo the eastward the shores rose, rounded with dark forest tees, 
forming bold capes and headlands with bays and inlets. Full in the 
‘opposite shore lay the extensive clearing of the Indian village, with the 
‘green slopes of Anderson's Point, once the memorable scene of an ex- 
terminating slaughter between the Mohawks and the Ojibbewa Indians; 
‘their bones and weapons of war, axes, arrow-heads, and scalping knives 
are still to be found on tuning up the now peaceful soil, where the 
descendants of the war-chiefs now reap a harvest of golden grain and 
bow the knee atthe bloodless altar beneath the roof of that humble vil- 
lage church which silently points upward to that gracious Saviour who 
said to his disciples: “My peace I give unto you, not as the world 
siveth itt 

“Many there are who can recall the time when the very men who in- 
habit that village knew not the Lord but wandered in the darkness of 
heathenism, whose hand was against every man, and every man's hand 
against them, but who now worship their God in spirit and in truth 

tis somewhere castward of the church thatthe bridge will trike the 
shore, and so stretch on through the low lands which we may call the 
vale of the Otonabee towards Peterboro’. Further on, westward of the 
Indien village, ae the two mouths of the river, divided by a low swampy 
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{sland; and there, on the Monaghan shore, far up towards the head of 
the lake, are sunny clearings and pleasant farms, looking bright and 
cheerful in the warm beams of the afternoon sun. 

‘Our own southern shore is the most picturesque; but to obtain a sight 
of it we must go out upon the water; but just now we are glad to rest 
‘on the broad bench beneath a clump of bowery basswood trees, which 
hhave been most judiciously left on the cleared space to afford a shady 
seat for the workmen at noon-time; and here we can sit beneath the thick 
foliage which shuts out the sultry summer sun, and look at the busy 
scene before us. The shore is all alive with workmen. From that long 
low shed rings the clank of the blacksmith’s hammer; that column of 
‘blue smoke rising among the graceful group of silver birches and poplars 
points to the forge. There is a boat building at the edge of the water; 
there is a scow, and a small steam-engine is being fixed to move the 
hammer of that pile-driver; it will be the third or fourth in operation; 
boats, skifls, and scows are moving to and fro, each guided by some 
hhand who has his appointed labor in the bee-hive. On that little emin- 
ence stands a young man whose figure and bearing mark his situation to 
bbe one superior to the common mechanic. The sun's rays fall with 
dazaling effect upon some brass instrument that rests on 2 high stand. 
He courteously returns the greeting of one of our party, and informs us 
‘He is taking an observation of the level of the bridge’. 

‘Those three principal buildings are a boarding-house for the work- 
‘men and two stores, where all the necessaries of life may be purchased 
in the shape of groceries, provisions, and ready-made clothing. You see 
‘no women in this temporary village: but there peeps out a sweet baby- 
boy, with fat-dimpled shoulders and bright curls; his gay red frock sets 
off the whiteness of his skin, and you are sure a mother’s gentle hand 
has brushed those sunny locks from his broad white brow and made 
those hands so clean, though she herself is not visible. 

‘The eye follows that line of posts, four abreast, which stretches its 
leviathan length far, far across the rippling waters of the lake. There, 
at the utmost limits, is the mighty machine that looks in the distance 
Tike a tall gibbet, against which a huge ladder is leaning, but that dark 
figure mid-way on the scaffold is no miserable felon, but a good, honest, 
hard-working Yankee, who directs the movements of the ton weight of 
iron that now slowly’ ascends between the sliding grooves in the tall 
frame; and now, at the magic word ‘All right!” descends with lightning 
swiftness upon the head of the pile that has just been conducted to its 
side, It is curious to see the log of timber, some twenty-five or thirty 
feet in length, emerge from the depth of the lake; you do not see the 
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rope that is fastened to it, which that man in the skiff tows it along by— 
it seems to come up like a huge monster of the deep, and rearing itself 
by degrees, climbs up the side of the frame like a living thing; then for 
‘a second swing to and fro, till steadied by the least apparent exertion on 
the part of the guide on the scaffold. Now it is quite upright—plumb T 
suppose the carpenter would say—then at the signal, clack, clack, clack, 
goes the little engine on the scow; slowly aloft mounts the great weight, 
down, down, down it comes—the first blow fixing the timber in its 
destined place—and sends a shower of bark flying from the pile; when 
the weight comes down on to the head of the pile the jerk disengages a 
sort of claw that is attached to it; this ascends and again comes down, 
seizing the ring of the weight in its own grasp and bearing it again 
triumphantly upwards—again to descend upon the pile with unerring 
im—lower it sinks, and every fresh blow comes with accelerated force, 
til itis brought to the level of the others. From a quarter of an hour 
to twenty minutes is the time employed in sinking each of these posts— 
that is, ifthe lake is calm; but when much swell is on the water the work 
is carried on much slower or the pile-driving is delayed after for some 
days. 

To obtain a near view of the process a boat was procured, and we 
‘were rowed within a few feet of the machine; and there, as we lay 
gently rocking to and fro, we could see the whole of the process and 
‘enjoy the delightful scenery of the southern shore, the green-wooded 
island, the bold hills with the sunny slopes where the grain was begin- 
ning to acquire a golden hue, the graceful trees relieving the open clear- 
ing with their refreshing verdure; even the new sheds and buildings on 
the litte point seen among the embowering trees had a pleasing effect 
so truly does “distance lend enchantment to the view’ and harmonize 
nature all objects to one pleasing whole. 

But the bang of the last hammer has ceased to vibrate on our ears, the 
little skiff is turned towards the shore, and fearing that my unartist-like 
description will convey but a faint idea of this great work, T will leave 
it to abler pens than mine, and only close my article with wishing suc 
cess to Canadian enterprize and American ingenuity, and may they 
ever work in brotherly unity and be a mutual support to each other. 











NOTE.—1 was assured by the contractor that the bridge, when com- 
pleted, would be a greater achievement as a work of engineering skill 
than the bridge over Lake Champlain, on account of the superior depth 
‘of the water, The distance from shore to shore of the Rice Lake at this 
point is about three miles; the average depth as far as they had hitherto 
sunk the piles did not exceed fifteen feet; but the deepest part was sup- 
posed to be north of Tick Island. 
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8. RopA ANNE PAGE (1826-1863) 
‘AN HOUR IN THE ICE! 


[Maple Leat (Montreal, 1853), Vol. 2, pp. 130-6] 


Sleigh bells! who has not listened for their glad music, when friends 
‘or dear ones have been waited for? Who has not watched for them, per- 
‘haps hopefully, perhaps anxiously, perhaps in that agony of suspense 
which has made their first tone seem as if struck from the very heart? 
Surely, ifthe term ‘joy bells’ can ever be rightly applied, it must be to 
those blithesome heralds of friends approaching. The very house-dog 
knows his master’s bells, and changes his warning bark as he recognises 
them, to one of joyous welcome. 

‘One evening, the close of a March day—it matters not how long 
‘ago—that merry peal might have been heard approaching the shore of 
‘one of the fairest of these island-studded ‘back lakes’, which, if they can- 
not vie with the broad Huron and Ontario in grandeur, yield in beauty 
to none of their mighty rivals. The winter had been severe and pro- 
tracted and the lake was still frozen over, but the ice had been for some 
days reckoned unsafe, and in the darkness which was now fast gathering, 
‘over all things, to cross upon it seemed a perilous attempt. 

‘The person who now appeared, however, driving rapidly towards the 
shore, looked like one who had braved such dangers many a time be- 
fore. Every thing about him, from his own blanket coat and crimson 
sash, to the rough but powerful team he drove, and the shaggy, good- 
natured collier dog which lay at his feet in the sleigh, spoke the true 
bback-woodsman—one of those hardy, fearless, much-enduring men, 
‘who seem made to be the pioneers of civilization, clearing away forests 
for others to plant cities in their room. 

‘As the night, however, closed about him, it became evident that even 
to him the prospect of crossing the unsound ice in the darkness was far 
from welcome. ‘It will be as dark as pitch’, said he, half aloud, ‘and the 
ice is rotten in a dozen places. Well, there’s no help for it now, and T 
Know the road blindfold. Once safe on the other side and I've done 
with the ice for this winter. I promised Mary this should be the last 
time.” 

‘As the young teamster—for such he was—spoke, he urged his already 
sd horses fo greater speed, for their hoofs were plashing in several 
inches of water, and the ice beneath was in a state which allowed no 
dallying by the way. 











One other short story by Rhoda Page has been located, “The Lost Boy: a 
‘Tate of the Burning Plas” inthe January issue of the Victoria Magazine (Belle 
sille, 1848), See Section XH, No.7, Tor a biographical note and a selection from 
her poetical compositions 
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‘The moon had not risen, nor could she have given him any assistance 
if she had, for the sky was covered with thick black clouds, and not so 
‘much as a solitary star peeped forth through the gloom. Relying, how- 
ever, on his own knowledge of the track, James Gray drove on fear- 
lessly until he was convinced that he must be nearing a point where 
became necessary to make a wide detour, to avoid a spot where the ice 
was both thin and unsound. Rising to his feet in the sleigh, he peered 
eagerly into the darkness, to ascertain, if possible, his exact position. 

Well was it for him that he did so, as by that movement he freed his, 
limbs from the encumbrance of sundry empty bags, horse cloths, &c., 
which, when not required for their legitimate uses, were gathered about 

im as defences from the raw night air. 

Even as he stood gazing wistfully forward into the black night, not 
daring greatly to slacken his horses’ speed where the foundation on 
which they stood was at best so precarious, the brittle ice yielded, 
cracked, and finally gave way with a fearful crash, breaking into a thou- 
sand fragments, upon which the frightened animals vainly struggled to 
regain their footing. There were a few terrible convulsive efforts, a wild 
snort of terror, and then horses and sleigh disappeared in the black 
chasm. 

As he felt the sleigh sinking under him, Gray sprang out of it, with 
a strong, sudden bound; but the treacherous ice again broke under him 
he clung to its edge with the grasp of a drowning man, but though it 
supported his weight in the water, it crumbled and gave way beneath 
him, as often as he attempted, by its aid, to extricate himself from 
terrible position. He shouted for help till his voice failed him, but no 
man heard or answered to his call. Then, as he literally hung there 
between life and death, his thoughts turned, as those of all human 
in such sore straits must, to One whose ear is never closed, and he ‘eried 
unto the Lord ia his trouble’. 

“God have merey upon me!’ broke from his whitened lips, as he 
clutched yet closer the jagged edges of the ice which his numbed fingers 
now could scarcely feel. At this instant something swam by him, and a 
struggling and panting sound told him that his poor dog was still near 
him, striving, ike himself, to escape from the abyss into which they had 
been so suddenly plunged. Even in his own utmost need the brave man 
could still spare a thought for his faithful friend, 

Releasing, for an instant, his hold by one hand, he seized the poor 
creature and flung him as far as possible upon the firmer ice. He heard 
him shake his shaggy coat, and then, after a brief pause, as if in doubt 
whether to remain and share his master’s fate, set off at full speed in the 
dicection of his home. A ray of hope flashed at once through the mind 
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of the despairing man. He well knew that Watch's appearance, alone 
and dripping with water, would arouse the fears of the anxious wife 
who awaited his return; she would probably surmise the truth, and then 
he felt that nothing would be left undone that human power could do, 
to seek for, and if possible to save him. Minute succeeded minute— 
time, which, to him, seemed like eternity, passed by, and still he clung 
with that vice-ike grip to his frail support, Through his half-maddened 
brain all the scenes of his early boyhood, of his young, vigorous man- 
hood, passed in rapid review; but above all rose the image of that fair, 
fond young wife, as he had seen her that morning standing at his side, 
with her baby in her arms, and forcing him to repeat, again and again, 
the promise that this journey across the lake should be the last. The last! 
the words scemed to ring in his ears; and as his brain whirled and his 
senses swam in that unutterable agony, a voice of fiendish mockery 
seemed ( shriek them out—for the last time! for the last time! 


Meanwhile, in the neat, cheerful, humble home on the farther shore, 
sat the expectant wife, awaiting the coming of her husband, listening 
‘eagerly for the first sound of his well-known bells. It was Saturday eve- 
ning, and the small log house wore its neatest aspect, to welcome the 
return at once of the Sabbath and of its master. Everything, including 
Mary herself and her boy, was as neat and pleasant to the eye as hands 
could make it; and a fair object she was, as, seated by the cradle of her 
child, she plied her Knitting-needles busily, or now and then interrupted 
her occupation to raise her head and listen, 

Suddenly she started up, as a scratching and whining noise at the 
door caught her ear. She threw the door wide open, and poor Watch 
sprang over the threshold, wet, panting, and alone, The moon was shin- 
ing feebly now, and one glance showed Mary that her husband was not 
there—another at the dog's dripping coat told her that her fears were 
but too well realized. A dizzy sickness came over her. It passed in an 

stant, and she stood, pale indeed as death, but with every faculty 
aroused, every nerve strung, to meet the need of the moment. Time 
‘enough would there be for tears and wailings, should the worst prove 
true; at present she must act—not waste, in idle sorrow, moments as 
precious as years. 

Hialf-way between Mary's cottage and the lake, stood the rude cabin 
fof an honest Irishman, who, with his ‘boys’, two stalwart young men, 
had come, not long before, to reside in the neighborhood. In less than 
five minutes Mary was on her way thither; her infant, warmly wrapped 
up, clasped even more closely than usual to her bosom, as if she feared 
to lose what might now be her only earthly treasure. 
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Great was the astonishment of honest Tim Martin and his house 
hhold when Mary Gray suddenly appeared in their midst, (none of them 
ever knew exactly how she came there, for she had entered without 
knock or call), and still greater was the sympathy of their kind hearts, 
when, in accents of forced calmness, she told her story, expressing her 
belief that something (she could not bring herself to speak more plainly) 
had befallen her husband, and imploring them to aid her in her search 
for him. Gladly would they have persuaded her to remain in the cabin 
with the good dame while they went forth upon the search; but Mary 
was inflexibly determined to share in it. 

"Ye can be of no use, darlin’, said the good-hearted fellow, when the 
simple preparations for starting were completed; ‘ye're better here by 
far; you, t00, that slip about upon the ice like @ cat in walnut shells, 

‘shall stand as firm to-night as any of you’, said Mary, as she gave 
her child to Mrs. Martin and stepped out of the cabin. ‘I's no use talk- 
ing, Mr. Martin; do you think T can sit here when James is perhaps— 
She could not finish the sentence, but she was understood. 

With rapid steps the litle party set off, followed by the dog, which, 
however, they lost sight of soon after they left the shore. Mary kept her 
promise of standing firm upon the slippery surface of the lake, for a far 
deeper fear had banished all timidity for herself, and it would scarcely 
have been felt had her path been through burning coals. Long and care- 
fully did they search, narrowly examining every crack and fissure in the 
ice where it seemed at all possible that the catastrophe they dreaded 
‘but would not name might have taken place. At length one of the young 
‘men, who was a little in advance of the rest, suddenly started back with 
fan exclamation of surprise, and lifting the lantern he carried shewed 
them a yawning gulf but a few feet from where they stood. 

“There was no hole here this morning’, he whispered to his brother; 
but Iow as was the tone in which he had spoken, it struck like a knell 
upon the wife's ear. With a sudden mad impulse, she sprang towards 
the chasm, but was instantly stopped by a strong but kindly hand. ‘Ah! 
thin, the crathur’, said the kind Irishman; ‘sure ye would n't think of it. 
Think of the boy at home, jewel; why should ye lave him too?” Mary 
felt all that these words were meant to imply; but the sinful impulse 
was checked, and burying her face in her hands, tears—hot, burning 
tears—came to relieve her breaking heart 

Suddenly a low whine caught the ear of one of the young Irishmen, 
‘and at the same instant a faint gleam of moonlight showed him the doz 
‘at alittle distance, standing at the edge of the chasm and looking fixedly 
downwards, apparently at the black waters below. With a mute sign to 
the others to keep Mary back, he erept cautiously round towards the 
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faithful animal, and there, stil clinging with that desperate, straining 
rasp to the rough edge, he saw James Gray, speechless, motionless, 
‘and evidently almost gone. 

‘The lost was found, but his extrication was still not easy. The ice 
under the brave youth's feet cracked and strained, as, creeping as near 
to the edge as temerity itself could dare to go, he threw round the half 
lifeless body the knotted rope with which he had come provided. 

‘A few minutes more and the now rejoicing little party were on their 
homeward way, bearing in their arms the rescued one, while Mary 
walked beside, now audibly blessing her kind true-hearted friends— 
now, in the silent depths of her heart, offering up thanksgivings to Him 
‘who had thus given her back her husband from the very gates of death. 

My simple tale is told. James Gray is now a thriving farmer, with 
more gray than dark hairs upon his head. Mary has become a grave but 
gentle matron, with many fair young faces smiling round her, but neither 
has ever forgotten that awful night; and still when winter comes round 
again and the frozen lake lies glittering in the sunbeams, ‘a sea of glass 
like unto crystal’, do the thoughts of both travel backwards—hers to 
that agonizing search, and his to the untold, unspeakable sensation of 
that fearful Hour in the Toe. 








9. Tuomas Nexp (1808?—2) 


Six Years in the Bush (London, 1838) contains in abbreviated 
form the diary of Thomas Need, though it was published anony- 
mously. An uncle, one of the deans of Canterbury, tried to make a 
clergyman out of him by paying his expenses at University College, 
Oxford, but he withdrew when, as he put it, he ‘couldn’t swallow 
the 39 Articles’. He travelled to Canada with a servant and plenty 
‘of money, and, being a typical Englishman of the day, had a num- 
ber of the rough edges rubbed off in the process, all of which he 
took in the right spirit. He first travelled about looking for a favour- 
able place, observing from the appearance of Percy Village, in 
Seymour, that a settlement was so called because nothing was 
seitled. Finally he purchased 3000 acres in Verulam Township for 
£750 and became founder of the village of Bobcaygeon. Fond of 
hunting, he once appeared in Peterborough in a half-Indian Robin- 
son Crusoe costume, followed by hooting boys. He resented the 
destruction of Cameron Falls and other beauty spots by commercial 
development just as people capable of their appreciation were bx 
ginning to arrive. In 1850 he left John Langton in charge of his 

mn affairs and returned to England, married, and lived in 
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Nottingham until his death. There are no direct descendants of 
this interesting pioneer of the district, since his daughter Mary 
hhad no children. In 1926 she and her husband, E. W. Chambers, 
addressed the following interesting letters to Librarian Arthur 
Wilgress at the Legislative Library of Ontario. They are enclosed 
in an envelope affixed to the Library's copy of Six Years in the 





Woodlands House, Holford, 
Bridgewater, Feb. 3rd [1926] 





T was delighted to hear from you in reference to “Six Years in the 
Bush”. Most interesting to me. (T.N.) He was eight times across the 
Auantic. He worked very hard—flour mills—after being sent to Uni- 
versity College, Oxford by his uncle, one of the Deans of Canterbury 
who intended him for a parson. He passed but, as he said, he couldn't 
swallow the 39 articles—so Uncle said “I will do nothing for you, Tom”. 
So he and a friend Geff, Hall—also from Notts.—went out to Canada 
1832, Mr. Hall married out there and my father came home 1850, hav- 
ing been left some money by his Aunt Miss Welftt. My father married 
1850 and I am the sole result, 1851. I married in 1877 Emest Cham- 
bers who is writing to you. We have no results, I have two pretty little 
water colors in my bed room of the flour mills 
‘Yours most sincerely, 
“Mary E. Chambers”, 


have a “Six Years in the Bush” which is an abbreviated account, a 
diary brought out by my father’s old friend Mr. Roper, since dead. He 
was a College friend. 


Woodlands House, Holford, 
Bridgewater, Feb. 3rd, 1926. 
Dear Sir,— 

Thave been trying to think of something to tell you about Mr. T. 
‘Need in addition to what my wife has said. He bought the Village of 
Bobcaygeon in 1833 from Mr. Boulton. He sold his saw mills and 
property to Mr. Boyd," I think in 1849, who eventually paid off what 


‘!Mossom Boyd came to Canada in 1834 at the age of nineteen and was t 
cooly orginal setler to remain in che Sturgeon Lake region. A man of ge 
fergy and persistence, he chopped his first clearing en the noth shore ofthe fake 
himself, in rafting square timber to. Quebec he was Tor a time a partner of John 
Langton, He was eminently suscessul in the Tumber trade, but the Boyd Papers, 
Public Archives of Canada, concern largely the post-Confederaion period. He 
died in 1883, 
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‘was still owing in 1866 or ~68. He had given a piece of ground near the 
Church for a cemetery. The clergyman came here about 12 or 14 years 
ago for my wife's signature as there was no ttle to it, which she signed 
land we believe a railway ran through the land soon afterwards. 

‘After his marriage he lived at Gannow in Derbyshire but eventually 
moved to Nottingham where he and Mrs. Need? died. He was very fond 
‘of hunting and shooting and good at both. He became very deaf—a 
family failing. He was great friends with the Langtons and Mr. John 
Langton looked after his affairs when he left Canada. I don’t know what 
else to say, but if you care to write again we shall be very glad to answer 
any questions we can. 

‘We hear Bobcaygeon has become a great holiday resort. There is a 
Street called Need St. 

Thave a very heavy old rifle of his he had in Canada, grooved bore. 
‘He could not have carried it, but probably used it when in his canoe; 
his dogs used to run deer into the lake. 

Yours sincerely 


“B, W. Chambers” 





We have four good 
heads of Canadian 
Stags. 


SELECTIONS FROM HIS JOURNAL 


{Six Years in the Bush; or Extracts from the Journal of a Settler in 
Upper Canada, 1832-1838 (London, 1838), pp. 40 et seq.] 


‘The distance from Peterboro’ to the [Chemong] Lake shore was about 
six miles, over which a friend kindly offered to transport my effects in 
his waggon, We started about nine o'clock in the morning; I, in my 
inexperience, believing that though the road through the forest was 
notoriously bad, a couple of hours at most would suffice for the traject: 
at the end of that time, however, we had scarcely accomplished half the 
distance when the wheels sunk so deep in a slough that two hours more 
‘were taken up in extricating them. The next two miles were accom- 
plished with still more difficulty, for we were obliged repeatedly to make 
a corduroy, ot in other words to cut stakes and lay them horizontally 
for the wagon to pass over; but even this scheme failed at last; and at a 
‘mile distant from the lake our teamster declared the wagon inextricably 


hore are portraits of Mrs. Need and Mary (Need) Chambers in Anne Lang- 
ton, A Gentlewonan in Upper Canada, facing p. 128, but it one of Need exists 
it's probably in the hands of the family connection in England, 
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fixed; our only chance was then to loosen the horses and load them with 
the goods, which was done; and in this manner we reached the lake at 
six o'clock in the evening, covered with mud, hungry, and exhausted. 
‘On regaining the waggon we made some ineffectual efforts to draw it 
‘out backwards, but in the end were compelled to abandon it for the 
night and make the best of our way back to the town. At day break T 
started again on foot, in company with three hired laborers, to rejoin 
the baggage at the lake side, where a boat was appointed to meet us. 
‘On reaching the shore no boat was in waiting, nor was there any appear- 
ance of one on the whole water; this was a bitter disappointment, and 1 
fear I lost both temper and patience; but after a litle time, growing 
‘more cool, I walked along the shore in the hope of falling in with some 
Indians and procuring a canoe: in this I was unsuccessful; but just as I 
was giving up the search in despair I observed something like a boat 
beating against a rocky headland a few hundred yards off, which indeed 
it proved to be, though apparently water-logged and rotten. Stil it 
seemed a godsend; and when, with the assistance of my companions, 
‘who soon came up, we had got it on shore, it was pronounced by one 
‘of them, a carpenter, capable of being made sea-worthy in a few hours. 
‘Tthad evidently been ice-bound in the early part of the winter and aban- 
doned by its owner, We all set to work immediately, the laborers to 
‘caulk the gaping seams with clay and moss; I to make a paddle to steer 
by, and the carpenter to fashion a pair of oars: at length we got off, 
‘but my companions were wholly unacquainted with the use of the oar, 
and my practise had not extended beyond an occasional pull on the still 
surface of the Isis, at Oxford, a very different affair from encountering 
a head wind and a heavy sea on a Canadian lake in a crazy old water 
logged boat: stil, by hugging the shore and alternately cheering and 
scolding the men, some litte way was made; and when, at night-fall, 
‘we landed to light a fie and obtain some rest, the carpenter announced 
that seven miles had been accomplished, The night was very stormy, 
and the ensuing morning, if possible, worse; so that after an ineffectual 
‘effort to continue our voyage it was decided to remain where we were. 
T took my gun and wandered into the forest in quest of game, while 
my companions started off to visit some Indians, of whom they procured 
a large maskalongy or pike, which, together with a few pigeons, fur- 
nished us with an excellent supper. Towards evening the wind lulled: 
and the men being now less alarmed for their personal safety exerted 
themselves with such good will that before night-fall we brought our 
‘boat safely to anchor at Verulam, and I leapt ashore on my own ter- 
ritory. 
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August 20-—Went to Peterboro’; where a rapid improvement had taken 
place during the summer—new houses had been built, new shops 
‘opened, and a large influx of inhabitants had arrived. I had been so 
many weeks absent that I had forgotten to change my half-Indian cos- 
‘ume before I left the woods, consequently my old acquaintance recog- 
nised me with difficulty, and especially as the sun had sadly changed my 
‘complexion; even the boys in the street hooted as I passed. . . . 
October 6.—A Land Surveyor arrived to-day to lay out the ground plan 
of a village, which some projected public works on our chain of lakes is 
likely to call into existence on my property. We measured several lots, 
and in many instances had bidders for them immediately. One person 
proposed to open a tavern; which, if respectably conducted, will be very 
useful to the infant settlement. The intention of Government, sanctioned 
by the Legislature, is to cut a canal between Lake Sturgeon and Pigeon 
Lake for the purpose of avoiding the present dangerous river and rapids 
and connecting the navigation of the two Lakes. Such an undertaking 1 
hhad in some degree anticipated when I selected my lot of land; but I 
hhad not imagined that it would have been so soon executed, or that the 
interests of our rude district could so soon have attracted public atten- 
tion. From this time I may fairly consider the value of my property in 
the market quadrupled. 

24.—Yesterday two large flat-bottomed boats arrived, with the fa 
lies and effects of the new settlers, at the projected village. The sound of 
the axe and the hammer and the mixed voices of women and children, 
fell strangely but delightfully on my ear as T strolled along the shore this, 
‘evening: a striking contrast to the time, only a few weeks past, when 
‘on the temporary absence of the woodmen I was left alone in the howl- 
ing wilderness. 

27.—An Indian camp has been formed on the opposite shore of the 
Lake for the autumn hunt: two of the men brought me a present of a 
hhaunch of venison, with an invitation to join them in the chase: in two 
days we succeeded in taking three deer, one of which fell to my rife. 

30.—This morning I was favored with a visit from three Indian 
ladies, seemingly, however, under the vows of La Trappe, for not one 
word would they utter, either in English or their own language: what 
freak took them I cannot imagine, as I afterwards found that they could 
talk fast enough when they liked. 

31.—Accompanied an Indian to the forest to learn the art of barking 
squirrels: this is performed by striking the bark of the tree with a rifle 
ball, just under the animal, which is thus killed by the splintered bark 
without injury to the fur or flesh. . 














390 ‘THE VALLEY OF THE TRENT 


May 20.—Two boats, heavily laden with work people and artisans, 
‘passed up the lake to day on their way to Cameron's Falls, which have 
been lately purchased by two young adventurers for the site of a saw 
mill. Sentiment is out of place in this Colony, where for many years to 
come the omamental must give place to the profitable; the ‘zo wads’ 
{0 the ‘zo xpesoy’; but I confess it was not without deep sorrow I learned 
that in a few weeks one of the loveliest scenes in the province would be 
destroyed. It had been a great delight, on the long evenings of the last 
summer, to sail up the lake in my canoe and pass a quiet hour or two at 
the Falls after the toils of the day were over. The Indians, whose limited 
vocabulary rarely admits an inappropriate appellation, have given them 
‘a name, which signifies ‘listen, what a sound’. They have however but 
a faint idea of the sublime and beautiful, and it seemed very sad that 
this spot, whose loveliness has been wasted upon the heedless eyes of 
the savage from time immemorial, should be doomed to destruction just 
as beings capable of appreciating it were beginning to settle in the neigh- 
bourhood. I must believe that these master works of nature, though 
buried in a wilderness and unobserved or unappreciated by human eye, 
are not lost, any more than the countless flowers that are ‘born to blush 
‘unseen’ 

In the old world we should people such a spot with fairy habitants; 
but in this cold, dull, matter-of-fact country there is no room for imagi 
nation to work, no cherished associations or ancient recollections suited 
to feed and nourish it: all is too new and too real. I have sometimes 
attempted to trace back the records of the Indians, but they have little 
to impart: even the forest trees are not ancient, the ‘gnarled and knotted 
‘oak’ of the old world is utterly unknown. The lakes and the rivers in- 
deed are of yesterday, and so are the beavers; but every thing else is of 
to-day, plain matter-of-fact to-day. . .. 

June 18.—At the Rapids below the clearing I fell in to day with three 
Indians of the Mohawk tribe, returning from the chase with a quantity 
‘of furs, One of them was Pidrre, a celebrated model of Indian symmetry. 
Indeed I do not think T ever witnessed so faultless a form and figure, 
whether for strength or beauty; [ asked him if he and his companions 
hhad not been trespassing on the hunting grounds of my friends the 
Chippewas, to which he replied, with a scomful laugh, that ‘the Chip- 
pewas were women, and dare not look a Mohawk in the face’;—in fact, 
‘an ancient feud has existed for many generations between the two 
rations, which even Christianity has not succeeded in healing, The lake 
‘country of the district belonged of ancient right to the Chippewas, but 
some time since a portion of it was invaded and apparently conquered 
bby some of the Mohawks. The Chippewas, defeated in many bloody 
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encounters, at length gave up the struggle and retired farther back into 
the forest: their quiet, however, was only the lull of the winds before 
a storm: for one night, long after their enemy were, as they imagined, 
securely settled, they came down from their retreat in overwhelming 
‘numbers, surrounded the wigwams of the sleeping Mohawks, and throw- 
ing firebrands into the roofs, butchered the startled inmates as they 
rushed out; neither sex nor age were spared, and it is said that scarcely 
‘one of the invaders survived to tell the tale of horror of exact vengeance 
from their tribe, This act of terrible but scarcely unjust retribution occur- 
red on Rice Lake, where a grass-grown mound still marks the Indians’ 
grave. Near it the Settlers turn up with the plough tomahawk blades and 
arrow heads, with other implements of Indian warfare. Since that dread- 
fal night the Chippewas have never been disturbed by any aggression 
fon their territory, unless, as in the present instance, by individuals; but 
nevertheless the tradition of the Mohawk’s prowess in the field has 
come down to the present generation, heightened by the colouring of 
time, and I doubt whether the whole tribe could be brought to encounter 
my three marauding acquaintance of to day in open fight: the very name 
‘of Mohawk is @ bugbear to them, and there are few that will not turn 
ppale at the mere mention of it... . 

July 13.—The evening being soft and still I got into my canoe and 
paddled up the lake to observe the progress of the works at Cameron's 
Falls. A. very few weeks had elapsed since the purchase, but with more 
than the usual celerity of this wonder-working country a vast deal had 
been effected. A broad mill-dam was thrown across the stream at the 
hhead of the cascade to stem the current and conduct it over the wheels 
of the mill; the green meadow, which for countless ages had afforded 
the richest pasture to the wild deer, was now browsed by horses and 
cattle; and where the litle copse of oak had stood, nothing remained 
but blackened stumps, interspersed by rude unsightly log houses; num- 
bers of workmen were plying their respective trades on the ground, and 
everything bore the appearance of an active and rising settlement. . . 
March 9, Sunday.—A day ever to be marked with a ‘white bean’ in the 
‘annals of our settlement; for on it an humble building, which we had 
raised for the worship of God, was opened for divine service. The highly- 
esteemed clergyman of Peterboro’ consented to officiate, and never T 
believe was there a more devout or attentive congregation assembled 
within the walls of a Christian church, Some time before the hour of 
service our settlers had taken their places, the women seated, and the 
‘men for the most part leaning in deep thought against the walls. Several 
were in tears, and all seemed much affected with the idea of being per- 
‘mitted once more to worship God after the manner of their fathers, in 
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the rude wilderness; perhaps, also, they thought of friends separated 
from them for ever, who at the same hour were about to join in the 
same services with themselves, and wending their way to more costly 
but not more sincerely dedicated temples. They who are privileged to 
live within sound of the church bells, and are in the habit of attending 
their summons at stated seasons as a thing of course, can scarcely enter 
into the feelings of the exile on such an occasion as the present, for his 
habit and mode of life, together with his (in most cases) eternal separa- 
tion from all his friends, naturally Ieads him to rely less upon man and 
more upon his Maker, His undertakings, his successes, even the daily 
blessings of preservation and food, seem more immediately to flow from 
2 particular Providence and make him serious and thoughtful. We sang 
together the Morning Hymn, and then the service was proceeded with. 
Afterwards, in the presence of the whole congregation, a number of 
‘young children were admitted by baptism within the pale of the Church, 
‘who, if it please God, shall grow up to preserve the faith as well as the 
language of their Fathers in this distant land and add one more link to 
the chain which binds the colony to the mother country. 








10. J. W. Dunnar Moopie (1797-1869) 


An officer and an author when he met Susanna Strickland, 
Dunbar Moodie was at once persona grata. His books, however, 
Narrative of the Campaign in Holland in 1814 and Ten Years in 
South Africa, are dull and in no respect notable. After a series of 
errors and misfortunes in Upper Canada he obtained the office of 
Sheriff of the District of Vietoria (now Hastings County), and 
from 1839 until his death in 1869 the Moodies resided there. 
‘Though appointed by Sir John Colborne in a period of Tory ascen- 
dancy, Moodie was a personal friend of the Honourable Robert 
Baldwin, to whom, as Attorney-General, he made continual com- 
plaints and requested more lucrative posts. He was actually a 
‘moderate Reformer with strong views in favour of Responsible 
Government. Continually in financial and political trouble in 
Belleville, he was eventually ousted from his office by a series of 
lawsuits. Poverty and disappointment, as well as_ ill-health, 
followed. Like his wife, he contributed to literary journals, though 
frequently his articles were mere excerpts from earlier books. His 
best Canadian writing comprises a few sketches, in both verse and 
prose, of his pioneering experiences in Douro. He died in 1869. 

'ee the series of his letters, 1843-1849, inthe Baldwin Correspondence, Vol 
58, in the Toronto Public Libary. 
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‘THE OULD DiRAGOON 
‘A VISIT TO THE BEAVER MEADOW, A SKETCH FROM THE BACKWOODS 


U. W. D. Moodie, Scenes and Adventures, as a Soldier and Settler, 
during Half a Century (Montreal, 1866), pp. 219-29] 


Behold that man with lanky locks, 
‘That hang in strange confusion o'er his brow; 

And nicely scan his garments, rent and patched, 

In colors varied like a pictured map; 

‘And watch his restless glance—now grave, now gay— 
As saddening thought or merry humour’s flash 

‘Sweeps o'er the deep marked lines, which care hath left 
‘As when the world is steeped in blackest night, 

‘The forked lightning flashes through the sky, 

‘And all around leaps into life and light, 

To sink again in darkness blacker sti 





Yes! look upon that face, Iugubrious, long, 
As thoughtfully he stands with folded arms 

‘Amid his realm of charred and spectral stumps 
Which once were trees—but now, with sprawling roots, 
Cling to the rocks that peep above the soil. 


‘Aye! look again, 
‘And say if you discern the faintest trace 

‘Of warrior: bold, the gait erect and proud, 
‘The steady glance that speaks the fearless soul, 
Watchful and prompt to do what man can do 
‘When duty calls? All wrecked and reckless now. 


But let the trumpet’s soul-inspiring sound 
Wake up the brattling echoes of the woods, 
‘Then watch his kindling eye, his eagle glance, 
While thoughts of glorious fields, and battles won, 
And visions bright, of joyous hopeful youth 
Sweep o'er his soul. A soldier now once more 
Touched by the magic sound, he rears his head, 
Responsive to the well known martial note, 

And stands again a hero ‘mid his rags. 


It is delightful to observe a feeling of contentment under adverse cir 
‘cumstances. We may smile at the rude and clumsy attempts of the re- 
‘mote and isolated backwoodsman to attain something like comfort, but 
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hhappy he who with the buoyant spirits of the light hearted Irishman, 
contrives to make himself happy when all others would be miserable. 

A certain degree of dissatisfaction with our present circumstances is 
necessary to stimulate us to secure future comfort; but where the de- 
lusive prospect of future happiness is too remote for any reasonable 
Lope of ultimate attainment, then surely it is true wisdom to make the 
most of the present, and to cultivate a spirit of happy contentment with 
the lot assigned to us by Providence. 

‘Ould Simpson, or the ‘Ould Dhragoon’, as he was generally called, 
‘was a good sample of this happy character; and I shall proceed to give 
the reader a sketch of his history and a description of his establishment. 
He was one of that unfortunate class of discharged soldiers who are 
‘tempted to sell their pensions, often far below their real value, for the 
sake of getting a lot of land in some remote settlement, where it is 
only rendered valuable by the labor of the settler, and where they will 
Ihave the unenvied privilege of expending the last remains of their 
strength in clearing a patch of land for the benefit of some storekeeper 
‘who has given them credit while engaged in the work. 

‘The Ould Dragoon had fixed his abode on the verge of an extensive 
‘beaver-meadow which was considered a sort of natural curiosity in the 
‘neighbourhood; and where he managed, by cutting the rank grass in 
‘the summer time, to support several cows which afforded the chief sub- 
sistence of his family. He had also managed, with the assistance of his 
devoted partner, Judy, to clear a few acres of poor rocky land on the 
sloping margin of the level meadow, which he planted year after year 
with potatoes. 

Scattered over this small clearing, here and there might be seen the 
but-end of some half-burnt hemlock tree which had escaped the general 
combustion of the log heaps, and now formed a striking contrast to the 
white limestone rocks which shewed their rounded surfaces above the 
meagre soil. 

‘The Ould ‘Dhragoon’ seemed, moreover, to have some taste for the 
picturesque; and by way of ornament had left standing sundry tall pines 
and hemlocks neatly girdled to destroy their foliage, the shade of which 
‘would have been detrimental to the growth of the ‘blessed praties’, which 
he designed to grow in his clearing, but which, in the meantime, like 
‘martyrs at the stake, stretched their naked branches imploringly to the 
smiling heavens. 

‘As he was a kind of hermit from choice, and far removed from other 
settlers whose assistance is so necessary in new settlements, old Simpson 
was compelled to resort to the most extraordinary contrivances while 
clearing his land. Thus after felling the trees, instead of chopping them 
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into lengths for the purpose of facilitating the operation of piling them 
preparatory to burning, which would have cost him too much labour, 
he resorted to the practice of ‘niggering’, a it i called; which is simply 
laying light pieces of round timber across the trunks of the trees, and 
setting fire to them at the point of contact, by which means the trees 
are slowly burned through. It was while busily engaged in this interest- 
ing operation that I first became acquainted with the subject of this 
sketch. 

Some twenty or thirty litle fires were burning briskly indifferent parts 
of the blackened field, and the old fellow was watching the slow progress 
of his silent ‘niggers’, and replacing them from time to time as they 
smouldered away. 

‘After threading my way among the uncouth logs blazing and smoking 
in all directions, T encountered the old man, attired in an old hood of 
bonnet of his wife Judy's, with his patched canvass trowsers rolled up 
to his knees; one foot bare, and the other furnished with an old boot, 
‘which from its appearance had once belonged to some more aristocratic 
foot. His person was long, straight, and sinewy, and there was a light 
springiness and elasticity in his step which would have suited a younger 
‘man, as he skipped along with a handspike over his shoulder. He was 
inging a stave from the ‘Enniskillen Dhragoon’ when I came up with 
him: 

















“With his silver mounted pistols and his long carbine gun, 
Long life to the brave Inniskillen Dragoon’. 


His face would have been one of the most lugubrious imaginable, 
with his long tangled hair hanging confusedly over it in a manner which 
thas happily been compared to a ‘bewitched haystack’, had it not been 
for a certain humorous twitch or convulsive movement which affected 
one side of his countenance whenever any droll idea passed through his 
mind. Tt was with a twitch of this kind, and a certain indescribable 
twinkle of his somewhat melancholy eye, as he seemed intuitively to 
form a hasty conception of the oddity of his appearance to a stranger 
unused to the bush, that he welcomed me to his clearing. He instantly 
threw down his handspike, and leaving his ‘niggers’ to finish their work? 
at their leisure, insisted on our going to his cabin to get something to 
drink. 

‘On my way I explained to him the object of my visit, which was to 
‘mark out, or ‘blaze’, the side lines of a lot of land T had received as part 
of a military grant immediately adjoining the beaver meadow, and I 











One settler wrote home that he had “a hundred niggers” working for him! 
(See Guillet Early Life in Upper Canada (Toronto, 1933). p. 277.) 
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asked him to accompany me, as he was well acquainted with the differ- 
ent lots. 

“Och! by all manner of manes and welcome, the dhevil a foot of the 
‘way but I know as well as my own clearing; but come into the house 
and get a dhrink of milk an’ a bite of bread and butter, for sorrow a 
‘dhrop of the whisky has crossed my teeth for the last month; an’ its’ 
but poor intertainment for man or baste I can offer you, but shure you're 
heartily welcome.” 

‘The precincts of the homestead were divided and subdivided into an 
infinity of enclosures, ofall shapes and sizes. The outer enclosure was & 
‘bush fence, formed of trees felled on each other in a row, and the gaps 
filled up with brushwood. There was a large gate swung with wooden 
hhinges, and a wooden latch to fasten it; the smaller enclosures. were 
made with round poles tied together with basswood bark. ‘The house 
‘was of the rudest description of ‘shanty’, with hollowed basswood logs 
fitting into each other somewhat in the manner of tiles for a roof, instead 
of shingles. No iron was to be seen, in the absence of which there were 
plenty of leather hinges, wooden latches for locks, and bark strings 
instead of nails. 

Here was a large fire place at one end of the shanty, with a chimney 
constructed of split laths, plastered with a mixture of clay and cow 
dung. As for windows, these were luxuries which could well be 
peensed with; the open door was an excellent substitute for them in the 
day time, and at night none were required; when I ventured to object to 
this arrangement, that he would have to keep the door shut in the winter 
time, the old man replied in the style so characteristic of his country 
“Shure it will be time enough to think of that when the cowld weather 
sets in.” 

Every thing about the house wore @ Robinson Crusoe aspect, and 
though there was not any appearance of original plan or foresight, there 
‘was no lack of ingenious contrivance to meet every want as it arose. 
Judy dropped us a low curtsey as we entered, which was followed by a 
‘similar compliment from a stout girl of twelve and two or three more of 
the children, who all seemed to share the pleasure of the parents of 
receiving strangers in their unpretending tenement. 

Many were the apologies that poor Judy offered for the homely cheer 
she furnished us, and great was her delight at the notice we took of the 
‘childer’. She set litle Biddy, who was the delight of her heart, to read- 
ing the Bible; and she took down a curious machine from a shelf, which 
she had ‘contrived out of her own head!, as she said, for teaching the 
children to read. This was a flat box, or frame, filled with sand, which 
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saved paper, pens, and ink. Poor Judy had evidently seen better days, 
but, with a humble and contented spirit, she blessed God for the food 
and scanty raiment their labour afforded them. Her only sorrow was the 
‘want of ‘iddication’ for the children. 

She would have told us a long story about her trials and sufferings 
before they had attained their present comparative comfort and inde- 
pendence, but, as we had a tedious scramble before us, through cedar 
swamps, beaver meadows and piney ridges, the ‘Ould Dhragoon’ cut 
her short, and we straightway started on our toilsome journey. 

‘Simpson, in spite of a certain dash of melancholy in his composition, 
was one of those happy fellows of the ‘light heart and their pair of 
breeches’ school, who, when they mect with difficulty and misfortune, 
never stop to measure its dimensions but hold in their breath and run 
lightly over, as in crossing a bog where to stand still is to sink 

‘Off then we went, with the ‘Ould Dhragoon’ skipping and bounding 
‘on before us over fallen trees and mossy rocks, now ducking under the 
Tow tangled branches of the white cedar, then carefully piloting us along 
rotten logs covered with green moss, to save us from the discomfort of 
wet feet. All this time he stil kept one of his feet safely ensconced in 
the boot while the other seemed to Tuxuriate in the water, as if there 
were something amphibious in his nature. 

We soon reached the beaver meadow, which extended two or three 
miles; sometimes contracting into a narrow gorge between wooded 
heights, then spreading out again into an ample field of verdure, and 
presenting everywhere the same unvarying level surface surrounded 
‘with rising grounds covered with the dense unbroken forest, as if its 
surface had formerly been covered by the waters of a Iake,—which in 
all probability has been the case at some not very remote period. 

Tn many places the meadow was so wet that it required a very large 
share of faith to support us in passing over its surface; but our friend 
the Dhragoon soon brought us safe through all dangers to a deep ditch, 
which he had dug to carry off the superfluous water from the part of 
the meadow which he owned. When we had obtained firm footing on 
the opposite side we sat down to rest ourselves before commencing the 
of ‘blazing’, or marking the trees with our axes, along the 
e of my lot. Here the mystery of the boot was explained. Simp- 
son very coolly took it off from the hitherto favored foot, and drew it 
‘upon the other. He was not a bit ashamed of his poverty, and candidly 
‘owned that this was the only boot he possessed, and he was desirous of 
giving each of his feet fair play. 

‘Nearly the whole of the day was occupied in completing our job, 
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in which the ‘Dhragoon’ assisted us with hearty good wil, enlivening 
us with his inexhaustible fund of good-humour and drollery. 

It was nearly dark when we got back to his shanty, where the kind- 
hearted Judy was preparing a huge pot of potatoes and other ‘com- 
bustibles’, as Simpson called the other eatables, for our entertainment. 

Previous to starting on our surveying expedition we had observed 
Judy very earnestly giving some important instructions to one of her 
litle boys, on whom she seemed to be most seriously impressing the 
necessity of using the utmost diligence. The happy contentment which 
row beamed in poor Judy's still comely countenance bespoke the suc- 
cess of the messenger: 

‘She could not ‘call up spirits from the vasty deep’ of the cellar, but, 
she had procured some whisky from her next door neighbour—some 
five or six miles off; and there it stood somewhat ostentatiously on the 
table in a ‘grey beard’, with a ‘corn cob’ or ear of Indian corn stripped 
of its grain for a cork, smiling most benevolently on the family circle 
and looking a hundred weleomes to the strangers. 

‘An indescribably enlivening influence seemed to exude from every 
pore of that homely earthen vessel, diffusing mirth and good-humour 
in all directions. The old man jumped and danced about on the rough 
floor of the ‘shanty’, and the children sat gigaling and nudging each 
other in a comer, casting a timid look from time to time at their mother, 
for fear she might check them for being over ‘bould? 

‘Is it crazy ye are intrely, ye ould Omadhawn’, said Judy, whose 
notions of propriety were somewhat shocked with the undignified levity 
of her partner: ‘the likes of ye T never seed; ye are too foolidge intrly 
Have done wid yer divltries, and set the stools for the gintlemans, while 
1 get the supper for ye's.” 

‘Our plentiful though homely meal was soon discussed: for hunger, 
a good conscience, can Taugh at luxury; and the ‘grey beard’ made 
appearance with the usual accompaniments of hot water and maple 
sugar, which Judy had seraped from the cake and placed in a saucer 
fon the table before us, 

‘The Ould Dhragoon, despsing his wife's admonitions, gave way 
freely to his feelings and knew no bounds to his hilarity. He laughed 
and joked, and sung snatches of old songs picked up in the course of 
his service at home and abroad. 

‘At length Judy, who looked upon him as a ‘raat janiu’, begged him 
‘to sing the genilemens the song he made when he first eame to the 
country’. Of course we ardently seconded the motion, and nothing loth 
the old man, throwing himself back on his stool and stretching out his 
Jong neck, poured forth the following ditty, with which T shall conclude 
this hasty sketch of the “Ould Dhragoon’. 
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DAN SIMPSON 





sone, 


Och! its here I'm intirely continted, 
In the wild woods of swate Mericay; 
God's blessing on him that invinted 
Big ships for our crossing the say! 


Here praties grow bigger nor turnips; 
And though cruel hard is our work, 

In ould Ireland we'd nothing but praties, 
‘But here we have praties and pork. 


Tlive on the banks of a meadow, 
‘Now see that my maning you take; 

It bates all the bogs of ould Ireland— 

‘months in the year it's a lake. 








Bad luck to the beavors that dammed it! 
T wish them all kilt for their pains; 

Fur shure though the eraters are clever, 
“Tis sartin they've drowned my domains. 


{ve built a log house of the timber 
‘That grows on my charmin estate; 

‘And an illegant root-house erected, 
Just facing the front of my gate, 


‘And I've made me an illegant pig-sty, 
Well littered wid straw an’ wid hays 

‘And it’s there free from noise of the childer, 
I sleep in the heat of the day. 





I's there I'm intirely at aise, Sir, 
‘And enjoy all the comforts of home; 
[stretch out my legs as I plase, Sir, 
‘And dhrame of the pleasures to come. 


Shure, ‘tis pleasant to hear the frogs croakin’ 
‘When the sun's going down in the sky, 
And my Judy sits quietly smokin? 
While the pratics are boiled till they're dry. 








‘Och! thin if you love independence, 
‘And have money your passage to pay: 

‘You must quit the ould counthry intirely, 
And start in the middle of May. 
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11, Susanna Moonie (1803-1885) 


Susanna, the prettiest of the Strickland girls—'a curly headed 
emotional ‘creature, rather Keatsian in appearance”"—was the 
youngest of the six daughters of Thomas and Elizabeth Strickland 
‘of Sussex, England. She was the rebel of the high-Tory Stricklands, 
‘who were scandalized when she underwent conversion and joined 
the Methodist Society in a neighbouring village. She came back to 
the fold, however, as did her sister Sarah, piquant and unintel- 
lectual, who first married a Methodist but was subsequently able to 
retrieve the family’s lost prestige by marrying a clergyman of the 
Establishment. 

In 1831 Susanna married a half-pay officer, J. W. Dunbar 
Moodie, and the Moodies and Trails came out to Canada in 1832. 
They settled in Douro near Lakefield, but were unsuccessful as 
farmers in ‘the Bush’. The exigencies of pioneer life and the birth 
of children prevented Mrs. Moodie from employing her gift of 
authorship until about 1836-37, when she contrived to write while 
her children slept. A number of rather artificial novels of the type 
common at that time were published in periodicals and in book 
form, chiefly in the United States. She was something of a philoso- 
pher, and soon came round to the view that the world did not owe 
her Or her husband a living, and that the best people were 
who worked hard and used their talents to the peak of their ability. 
While living in Belleville, in 1847-48, the Moodies ventured upon 
literary enterprise, the Victoria Magazine, but she is best known 
for her Roughing It in the Bush (1852) and Life in the Clearings 
Versus the Bush (1853). She died in Toronto on April 8, 1885. 








OUR LOGGING-BEE 


[Susanna Moodie, Roughing It in the Bush; or Life in Canada (Lon- 
don, 1852), Vol. I, pp. 67-83] 


‘There was a man in our town, 
In our town, in our town— 
‘There was a man in our town, 
He made @ logeing-bee; 


And he bought lots of whiskey, 
‘To make the loggers frisky — 


na Pope-Hlennessy, Agner Strickland: Biographer of the Queens of England 
(London, 1940), p. 20. 
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‘To make the loggers frisky 
At his Togging-bee. 


‘The Devil sat on a log heap, 
A log heap, a log heap— 

‘A red-hot burning log. heap— 
A-grinning at the bee; 


And there was lots of swearing, 
Of boasting and of daring, 
Of fighting and of tearing, 

‘AL that logging-bee. 


J.W.D.M# 


‘A Logging-Bee followed the burning of the fallow as a matter of 
course. In the bush, where hands are few and labour commands an 
‘enormous rate of wages, these gatherings are considered indispensable, 
and much has been written in their praise; but to me they present the 
‘most disgusting picture of a bush life. They are noisy, riotous, drunken 
‘meetings, often terminating in violent quarrels, sometimes even in blood- 
shed. Accidents of the most serious nature often occur, and very litle 
work is done when we consider the number of hands employed and the 
‘ereat consumption of food and liquor. I am certain, in our case, had we 
hired with the money expended in providing for the bee two or three 
industrious, hard-working men, we should have got through twice as 
‘much work, and have had it done well, and have been the gainers in the 
end, 

People in the woods have a craze for giving and going to bees, and 
run to them with as much eagerness as a peasant runs to a race-course 
or a fair, plenty of strong drink and excitement making the chief attrac- 
tion of the bee. In raising a house or barn a bee may be looked upon as 
a necessary evil, but these gatherings are generally conducted in a more 
‘orderly manner than those for logging. Fewer hands are required, and 
they are generally under the control of the carpenter who puts up the 
frame, and if they get drunk during the raising they are liable to meet 
with very serious accidents. 

Thirty-two men, gentle and simple, were invited to our bee, and the 
maid and I were engaged for two days preceding the important one in 
‘baking and cooking for the entertainment of our guests, When I looked 
at the quantity of food we had prepared I thought that it never could 

44. W. Dunbar Moodie, Susan's husband 
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be all eaten, even by thirty-two men. It was a burning-hot day towards 
the end of July when our loggers began to come in, and the ‘gee!" and 
“haf’of the oxen resounded on every side. There was my brother S—,# 
with his frank English face, a host in himself; Lieutenamt— in his 
blouse, wide white trousers, and red sash, his broad straw hat shading 
4 dark manly face that would have been a splendid property for a bandit 
chief; the four gay, reckless, ile sons of —, famous at any spree but 

apable of the least mental or physical exertion, who considered hunt- 
ing and fishing as the sole aim and object of life, These young. men 
rendered very litle assistance themselves, and their example deterred 
others who were inclined to work. 

There were the two R——s, who came to work and to make others 
work; my good brotherin-law,? who had volunteered to be the Grog 
Bos, and a host of other settlers, among whom I recognized Moodie’. 
old acquaintance, Dan Simpson, with his lank red hair and long freckled 
face; the Youngs, the hunters, with their round, black, curly heads and 
rich Irish brogue; poor C—, with his long, spare, consumptive figure, 
and thin, sickly face. Poor fellow, he has long since been gathered to his 
rest! 

‘There was the rufian squatter P—, from Clear Lake,—the dread 
of all honest men; the brutal M—, who treated oxen as if they had 
been logs by beating them with handspikes; and there was Old Witt, 
with his low forchead and long nose, a living witness of the truth of 
phrenology, if his large organ of acquistiveness and his want of con- 
scientiousness could be taken in evidence. Yet, in spite of his derlitions 
from honesty, he was a hard-working, good-natured man, who, if he 
‘cheated you in a bargain, or took avway some useful article in mistake 
from your homestead, never wronged his employer in his day’s work. 

Monaghan was in his glory, prepared to work or fight, whichever 
should come uppermost; and there was old Thomas and his sons, the 
contractors for the clearing, to expedite whose movements the bee was 
called, Old Thomas was a very ambitious man in his way. Though he 
did not know A from B, he took it into his head that he had received a 
call from Heaven to convert the heathen in the wilderness; and every 
Sunday he held a meeting in our logger’ shanty for the purpose of 
awakening sinners and bringing over “Injun pagans’ to the true faith. 
His method of accomplishing this object was very ingenious. He got his 
wife, Peggy—or ‘my Paggy’, as he called her—to read aloud for him 
4 text from the Bible until he knew it by hear; and he had, as he said 
teuly, ‘a good remembrancer’, and never heard a striking sermon but he 








‘Sams! Strickland, 
Thomas Trail, Catharine's husband 
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retained the most important passages, and retailed them secondhand to 
his bush audience. 

‘There was John R—, from Smith-town, the most notorious swearer 
in the district; a man who esteemed himself elever, nor did he want for 
natural talent, but he had converted his mouth into such a sink of ini- 
uity that it corrupted the whole man and all the weak and thoughtless 
of his own sex who admitted him in their company. I had tried to con- 
vince John R— (for he often frequented the house under the pre- 
tence of borrowing books) of the great crime that he was constantly 
committing, and of the injurious effect it must produce upon his own 
family, but the mental disease had taken too deep a root to be so easily 
cured. Like a person labouring under some foul disease, he contaminated 
all he touched. Such men seem to make an ambitious display of theit 
bad habits in such scenes, and, if they afford a little help, they are sure 
to get intoxicated and make a row. There was my friend, old Ned Duna, 
who had been so anxious to get us out of the burning fallow. There was 
a whole group of Dummer Pines." Levi, the little wiry, witty poacher: 
Cornish Bill, the honest-hearted old peasant with his stalwart figure and 
‘uncouth dialect; and David, and Ned—all good men and true; and 
Malachi Chrosk, a queer, withered-up, monkey-man that seemed like 
some mischievous elf, flitting from heap to heap to make work and fun 
for the rest; and many others were at that bee who have since found 
a rest in the wilderness: Adam T—, H—, J. M—, H. N—. 
‘These, at different times, lost their ives in those bright waters in which, 
‘on such occasions as these, they used to sport and frolic to refresh them= 
selves during the noonday heat. Alas! how many, who were then young 
‘and in their prime, that river and its lakes have swept away! 

Our men worked well until dinner-time, when, after washing in the 
lake, they all sat down to the rude board which Thad prepared for them, 
loaded with the best fare that could be procured in the bush. Pea-soup, 
legs of pork, venison, cel, and raspberry pies, garnished with plenty of 
potatoes, and whiskey to wash them down, besides a large iron kettle 
of tea. To pour out the latter, and dispense it round, devolved upon me. 
‘My brother and his friends, who were all temperance men, and conse- 
‘quently the best workers in the field, kept me and the maid actively 
‘employed in replenishing their cups. 

‘The dinner passed off tolerably well; some of the lower order of the 
Irish settlers were pretty far gone, but they committed no outrage upon 











Paynes, whose descendants are widely spread throughout Canada and the 
United States, Many other family names could be ideatied from Mrs. Moodie's 
‘lescrption, hut her comments about them suggest that their descendants would 
prefer them to remain anonymous. 
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cour feelings by either swearing or bad language, a few harmless jokes 
alone circulating among them. 

After the sun went down the logsing-band came in to supper, which 
‘was all eady for them. Those who remained sober ate the meal in peace 
and quictly returned to their own homes; while the vicious and the 
drunken staid to brawl and fight. 

‘After having placed the supper on the table I was so tired with the 
noise, and heat, and fatigue of the day that T went to bed, leaving to 
‘Mary and my husband the care of the guests. 

‘We were obliged to endure a second and a third repetition of this 
odious scene before sixteen acres of land were rendered fit for the 
reception of our fall crop of wheat. 

My hatred to these tumultuous, disorderly meetings was not in the 
least decreased by my husband being twice seriously hurt while attend- 
ing them. After the second injury he received he seldom went to them 
himself, but sent his oxen and servant in his place. In these odious 
‘gatherings the sober, moral, and industrious man is more likely to suffer 
than the drunken and profane, as during the delirium of drink these men 
expose others to danger as well as themselves. 

‘The conduct of many of the settlers, who considered themselves 
‘gentlemen and would have been very much affronted to have been called 
otherwise, was often more reprehensible than that of the poor Trish e 
‘grants to whom they should have set an example of order and sobriety. 
‘The behaviour of these young men drew upon them the severe but just 
‘censures of the poorer class, whom they regarded in every way as thi 
inferiors. 

‘That blackguard calls himself a gentleman. In what respect is he 
better than us? was an observation too frequently made use of at these 
‘gatherings, To see a bad man in the very worst point of view, follow 
‘him to a bee; be he profane, licentious, quarrelsome, or a rogue, all his 
native wickedness will be fully developed there. . . 














12, Sim Rictagp Bonsycastie 
A VISIT TO SEYMOUR TOWNSIMIP, TRENT RIVER, IN 1845 


(Bonnycaste, Canada and the Canadians in 1846 (London, 1846), 
Vol. I, pp. 235-59] 


‘The River Trent is a large stream, full of shallows and rapids and 
beautiful lakes, taking its rise north of the township of Somerville, in 
the Colborne District, not very far from a chain of lakes which reach the 
Ottawa on the east, and the Black River, a feeder of Lake Simeoe, and 
a tributary of Huron and the Severn, on the west. 
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‘The river Trent is strangely tortuous, but keeps almost entirely within 
the Colborne district, named after Lord Seaton, and at Rice Lake 
afforded a site for the Colonial Office to establish a flourishing colony 
1 few years ago at Peterborough, and to open an entirely new and very 
rich portion of Canada West. 

“This river, placed, as it were, by Nature as the connecting link of a 
‘great chain of inland navigation embracing the expanse of Huron, 
Ontario, and the Ottawa, opens a field of research both to the agricul- 
turist and the forester. The woods abound with the finest kind of un- 
touched timber; the land is fertile in the extreme; and the rivers, streams, 
and lakes abound with fish. In short, had the Trent Canal been finished, 
instead of the miserable and decaying timber-slides which now encum 
ber that noble river, another million of inhabitants would, in ten years 
more, have filled up the forests which are now only penetrated by the 
Indian or the secker after timber. 

‘A private individual has, however, put a steamboat upon the centre 
of the river's course; and Mr. Weller, no doubt, finds that it pays him 
well, for the portion of Colborne district near Rice Lake is setting 
rapidly. 

“The Trent Canal, or a railroad in the same direction, would lead to 
the Georgian Bay of Huron, and thus render a journey to the far West 
easy of accomplishment, as itis the most direct route from Oswego and 
New York. 

But I must journey on, and after resting at Brighton start by daylight 
‘and penetrate into the bowels of the land by a sandy road, which, after 
passing that village, stretches into the forest due north. 

‘Away the waggon went, not at a hand-gallop, for the sand was too 
deep for that, and, passing through woods by a tolerably good road for 
so new a settlement, we, every now and then, at intervals few and far 
between, saw a new farm or a new log-hut. 

‘The day was fine, and so, having carried our provision with us, we 
halted in the deep woods upon the muddy banks of the Cold Creek to 
breakfast. A Tartar camp was visited by an English traveller somewhere 
in the dominions of the Grand Lama, and he was treated to London 
porter. So were we in the deep forest of Central Canada, for London 
porter appears to travel everywhere; and discussing it with much relish, 
‘we fed the horses and gave them what they liked much better, clear and 
ure water—which, indeed, T now think would have been quite as good 
for us—and waggoned on until we came to a surprising new settlement 
in the Bush, the villages of Percy and Perey Landing, where, there being 
mill ‘privileges’, as a sharp running water-stream is called in the United 
States, flour and saw-mills have been established and a very thriving 
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population is rising both in numbers and in means. Here we dined in a 
new inn, or rather tavern, kept by a French Canadian, and then pursued 
‘our journey for afew miles on a decent new road amidst fine settlements 
and good farms, and, crossing a beautiful stream, plunged into the un- 
disturbed forest by a road in which every rut was a canal, and every 
stone as big as a bomb-shell at the very least. How the waggon stood it, 
and the roots and stumps of the trees with which these boulders were 
diversified, 1 am still unable to explain; for my part I walked the greater 
part of it, for the bones of my body seemed as if they were very likely, 
after a short trial, o part company with each other. 

‘At length, after jolting, jumping, complaining, and comforting, we 
came to a bridge near Myer’s Mills. Our conducteur, my young friend 
aforesaid, who was more used to the road, saw at a glance that some- 
thing had gone wrong with the said bridge: for it exhibited a very dis- 
orderly, drunken sort of devil-may-care aspect. 

He was too far advanced upon it to retreat, when he discovered that 
‘a beam or two had departed into the lively current below. With true 
backwoodsman’s energy he pulled his horses up sharp, reined them 
‘well up, and then, with a tremendous shout, applied the whip, and 
actually’ leaped horses, wagon, and passengers over the chasm, the 
remainder of the bridge groaning and saying most plainly, ‘will not 
bear this any longer’. Next morning we heard that the whole structure 
hhad fallen in and disappeared 

Thave been in some danger in the course of my life; but a visit after- 
wards to this spot convinced me that one’s existence is often a sort of 
size-ace throw; and whether the six or the one comes up oF goes down 
is a miracle. I never had a nearer leap for clearing Styx than this, ex- 
cepting one shortly afterwards upon the timber-slides of the Trent, at 
Healy's Falls 

‘A vast timber canal or way had been constructed here by the Board 
‘of Works to convey timber down a rapid without danger, the slide being 
alongside of that rapid. It was an interesting work; and with my young 
friend and two naval officers, settled in Seymour, T went to examine it. 
At the sluiceway or timber-dam was a sort of bridge composed of paral- 
lel pieces of heavy square joists and a platform; we walked slong this 
Mahomet’ railway, where Azracl seemed to have established pretty 
such the same sentry as Cerberus, having two or three mouths ready 
to devour the adventurous passenger. 

‘The parallel pieces were about two feet distant from each other; I 
walked on one and my companions on the other, until a good view of 
the whole work and the splendid rapids was attained, Under our feet 
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at some distance was the water of the slide running on an inclined plane 
of woodwork, at @ great angle and with enormous power and velocity 
into a pitch or cauldron far below. 

‘The day was bright, and the shadow of the parallel logs left between 
the space no view of the water underneath. They called me suddenly 
to look at the rapid, 1 jumped, as 1 thought, over the space between us; 
‘but my jump was into the shadow. One of the naval oficers, a powerful 
man six feet and more in height, saw me jump; and just as 1 was dis- 
appearing between the timbers caught me by the arm and, by sheer 
ruscle and strength, held me in mid-air. The other immediately assisted 
him, but my young friend became deadly pale and sick. I did not visit 
either the slide or the cauldron; in either, instantaneous and suifocating 
death was inevitable. Reader, never leap in dark places, and look before 
you leap. My young friend looked before he leaped over the bridge with 
his span of horses, and, like a gallant auriga, guided his van without 
fear; but he told me afterwards that the cold sweat sat on his brow when 
the chasm was cleared, as much on the bridge as it did at my Quintus 
‘Curtius venture. By the by, did Quinte Curce, as the French so adroitly 
call him, ever leap—I doubt the fact—into the chasm which closed 
over him? 

1 went to a combined fishing and shooting pie-nickery, and travelled 
from Rainey’s mills and Falls all along the valley ofthe Trent to Healy's 
Falls. 

“The Trent is a beautiful and most picturesque river, rushing roaring 
along over a series of falls and rapids for miles together, and expanding 
in noble reaches and litle lakes. 

Rainey's Falls T have faintly sketched to show the soft beauty of 
some parts ofthis river; at Healy's Falls it is more broken 

‘We went to Crow Bay, just above which the Crow River, from the 
iron mine country of Marmora, runs into the Trent. Here we found two 
fiends, brothers, setled in great comfort. They had been about ten 
years in the ‘Bush’ and had excellent farms and horses equal to any T 
hhave seen so far in the interior, with every comfort around them. In one 
of their pleasure-boats, we embarked for the junction of the rivers, on 
‘which itis intended t0 place a town when the country becomes more 
sete. 

{All is now forest excepting a very extensive and very flourishing 
settlement of twelve hundred acres, undertaken by a retired fild-oficer 
in the army, which was a grant about ten years ago for his services and 
is now worth two thousand pounds, or perhaps more since a bridge has 
been built by the provincial legislature over the Trent in order to con- 
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nect the mail route between the townships of Seymour-East and Sey- 
mour-West, as both are filling up rapidly and land becomes consequently 
dear and scarce. 

‘The first settlers in Seymour were lumber merchants who, seeing the 
‘wealth of the country in pine, and oak, and ash, the great fertility of the 
soil, and the facilities afforded everywhere for erecting mills, established 
themselves permanently, and, before the agriculturists were induced to 
think of it, had removed from all land within miles of the river the only 
valuable timber that the township contained. ‘Thus one source of profit, 
and that a very great one to the farming settler, has been destroyed, and 
the enterprising timber-merchant has established at convenient distances 
several saw-mills where his lumber is converted into plank and boards 
for the lower markets, and where he is at all times ready to saw what- 
‘ever timber the farmer has left into boards and planks for him, receiving 
so many feet of timber and giving so many fect of lumber, as sawed 
timber is called, taking care of himself, of course, in the exchange. 

‘The flour-mills at Perey proceed upon the same principle: a farmer 

sacks of grain and receives sacks of flour in exchange, said ex- 
‘change being of course three to one, or more, against him. 

‘Throughout Canada is this truck or barter system pursued, and very 
lite money finds its way either into or out of the back townships, unless 
it be the receipts of the lumber-merchant from Quebec or the lakes. The 
Tumber-merchant is, therefore, the lord of the Trent, or of any other 
great internal river whercon are new settlements; and many of them 
Ihave amassed large fortunes. 

‘Thus came timber-slides instead of canal upon this splendid river, 
which must, as soon as the Murray Canal on the Bay of Quinte is un- 
destaken, be also opened to navigation, as by it the richest part of West- 
ern Canada, both in soil and in minerals, will be reached, and a direct 
communication had in war-time from Kingston, the great naval key of 
the lakes, with Penetangueshene, and Lakes Huron and Superior. . 

Tt was somewhat melancholy, on reaching Healy's Falls, which are 
turbulent rapids of the most picturesque character with an immense 
timber-slide or broad wooden sloping canal alongside of them, to sce 
the clearance in this far solitude formed by the workmen. They had 
built houses, shanties, and sheds, and had lived and loved together for 
‘many a month, with their families, on this charming spot. Nothing was 
jn ruin: all was new, even to the window-plass; and when our party, 
after toiling away through the forest, reached the opening and saw below 
us the foaming rapids, the grand forest, the rugged banks, the timber- 
slide, and the little wooden town, we thought here at least is a well 
chosen hamlet at which we may rest awhile. 
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No smoke rose from the chimneys; not a soul appeared to greet us; 
the eagle soared above; the cunning fox, or the murderous wolf, the 
snake and the toad alone found shelter, where so many human beings 
hhad so recently congregated, where from morn till dewy eve the hum of 
‘human voices had been incessant, and where toil and labour had won 
support for so many. 

Occasionally the rude and reckless tumberman halts here whilst his 
timber is passing the slide; the coarse jest and the coarser oath are alone 
heard at the falls of the Trent, save when the neighbouring farmer visits 
them to procure a day's relaxation from his toils and to view the gran- 
deur of creation, and, we trust, to be thankful for the dispensation which 
thas cast his lot in strange places. What must be the occasional thoughts 
of a man educated tenderly and luxuriously in England, when he reflects 
upon the changes and the chances which have brought him into contact 
with the domain of the bear, of the snake, and of the lumberer! Dear, 
dear England, thy green glades, thy peaceful villages, thy thousand com- 
forts, the scenes of youth, the friends, the parents who have gone to the 
land of promise—will these memories not intrude? No where in this 
wonderful world do they come upon the mind with more solemn impres- 
siveness than in the wild woods of Canada. 





13. Cuarces Rican Wet 
[A VISIT TO THE PETERBOROUGH REGION, 1854 


(Weld, A Vacation Tour in the United States and Canada (London, 
1855), pp. 93-118] 


Immediately after leaving Coburg we plunged into the forest, through 
which the railway is carried to the [Rice] lake. Here we found a tiny 
steamer, with high-pressure engines, which snorted and splashed across 
the water to the discomfort of ducks and other birds feeding on the wild 
rice. This plant, which gives its name to the lake, grows in such pro- 
fusion as to make the water appear in many places like green pastures. 
Steering through these we drew near the wooded shore and entered the 
‘mouth of the Otonabee, a lazy river about a hundred yards wide, lined 
by the dense and dark primeval forest. The sail up this stream is ex- 
tremely wild and romantic. As the steamer puffed round each bend, 
flights of scared water-fowl made the river 
“Vocal in its wooded walls 

‘and passed away into the wilderness yet undisturbed by man. For, with 
rare exceptions, the forest is in a state of nature; and, even where the 
settler has broken in, his labours have made but litle impression 
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‘Captain’, said the butter-merchant, ‘be sure you pat me out at Camp- 
bell Town.” Shortly after this injunction the lite steamer paused abreast 
of a small clearing, provided with a rude landing-place constructed of 
unhewn logs. ‘Now then, who's for Campbell Town’? exclaimed the cap- 
as he threw an attenuate leathern bag letered “Her Majesty's Mail? 
to 4 lad in waiting with a cart. At these words the butter-merchant, 
valise in hand, came forward and begged to know where Campbell Town 
was, a5 no houses were visible. The question was not irrelevant. Town 
in the shape of houses there was none; a few scattered log-huts and 
shanties formed the embryo of what, doubtless, will be ere long a flour- 
ishing community. Beyond these there was nothing insight but the inter- 
rinable forest. The Yankee’s countenance fellas his vsion of a thriving 
agricultural settlement was dispelled by the reality; and as he stepped on 
shore to seck his fortune we heard him uttering, ‘Wall, I'm dara'd if 1 
ever see sich a town’ 

‘Near Peterborough the settlements increased in number and extent, 
and were of all ages, from the first stage where the prostrate trees oF 
unsightly stumps told how fiercely war had been waged against the 
forest, to the period of glorious vietory proclaimed by the snug house 
‘and Romestead standing amidst green pastures or com-felds, whose 
golden waves awaited the sickle, oF stood gathered into banded sheaves, 

















‘Like armies of prosperity’ 


[As the steamer drew near Peterborough, and the captain pointed to the 
residence of my friend, I felt strange emotions; for it had been a day- 
dream of many years’ uration to vist him and his sister in their Cama 
dian home. Now it was on the eve of realisation; and those who have 
enjoyed the warm welcome of affectionate friendship in a far distant 
Jand will conceive my feelings of joy when T passed under their roof. 
One purpose of my tour was accomplished; and, easting off the cares 
and anxieties of travel, T gave myself up for a season to quiet repose 
‘Accompanied by two friends I left Peterborough easly on a glorious 
rmoming for the backwoods. We travelled in a buggy, the vehile gener- 
ally used in Canada, which, although extremely light, successfully resists 
the terible concussions arising from the wretched roads. Our destina- 
tion was the township of Douro, about twelve miles from Peterborough, 
‘where I was promised a hearty welcome from Major Strickland, brother 
of the authoress of the ‘Queens of England’, who has long been settled 
the above township. Our route lay up the left bank of the Otonabee, 
the stream not being navigable higher than Peterborough. Its dashing 
‘waters are, however, used for floating down logs for the lumber trade, 
and driving sawmills. We visited the largest of these establishments, 
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about three miles from Peterborough. The machinery is on a gigantic 
scale. One hundred and thirty-six saws were working with tremendous 
velocity, reducing huge logs to planks at the rate of nearly fifty an hour. 
Instead of using files to sharpen the saws, a powerful punching machine 
‘employed, which cuts fresh faces on the teeth; a process combining 
‘ereater efficiency with saving of time. 

Resuming our drive we entered the bush, now unenlivened by settle- 
‘ments, their absence being made painfully sensible to us by the terrible 
‘condition of the road. Holes masked by mud were of constant occur 
rence. Into these our vehicle plunged with a crash, threatening to reduce 
to atoms; but, much to my surprise, it was on each occasion dragged 
‘out by the willing horses, apparently uninjured, Worse, however, than 
the holes, was the dreadful corduroy composed of large logs, over which 
‘we bumped with a dislocatory motion, rendering it difficult to keep one’s 
seat. To avoid these bad places, we frequently turned aside into the 
bush, preferring to rough it through the tangled underwood; and occa- 
sionally drove in the bed of the river when it afforded an easier route. 
So bad, in short, was this road, that although we had only a dozen miles 
to drive, we were five hours on the way. But as our bones outlasted the 
jolting, the varied incidents were highly diverting. As we approached 
Douro, the forest gave place to clearings, affording charming views of 
the scenery of this favoured township. Presently we came to small 
hhouses and log-huts sown broadcast upon the land; the commencement 
‘of a town to which the name of Lakefield has been given, as the sheet 
‘of water from whence the Otonabee issues is within a short distance. 
Hastening onwards, for an ominous black cloud threatened a storm, we 
at length arrived at Major Strickland’s settlement,? and had just time to 
‘get under shelter, when the thunder-cloud discharged its contents in 
torrents of rain, imparting a delicious coolness to the atmosphere. It has 
been said everything is on a larger scale in the New World than in the 
‘old. That the thunder is louder, and the rain heavier in Canada than in 
England is certain; at least, if what I heard and saw on this occasion 
‘were fair specimens of these phenomena, 

Fortunately the Major was at home, and as soon as the weather per- 
mitted we crossed the yard to his house, where we received a warm 
‘welcome, Dinner was immediately ordered, and as impromptu repasts 
are of constant occurrence in the bush, where even stage-coaches are 




















"Lakefield" says a. Directory contemporary with Samuel strc 
school, “is beautiful litle Vilage in the Tovchip of Douro, on 
Katchewanoe Lake, It isthe residence of number of young Englishmen, who 

wve come t0 the country withthe view of learaing the aft of farming or Touch 
ing it in the bush” (Directory of the United Counties of Peterborough and Vie- 
torla for 1858 (Peterborough, 1858), p. 32.) 
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Tiquors"" (Report No. #1" of the Ontario Land Surveyors Assocation, 1926, 
pase 103.) 
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‘obtained from the viegin soil, which for some years requires no manure. 
AL the same time, no wise farmer will exhaust the vegetable supersoil 
by taxing its wonderful producing properties too severely. 

‘On our return we found the young gentlemen putting their rifles in 
order and eagerly planning a deer-hunt for the following morning. The 
‘woods abound with these animals, which are started by dogs and driven 
towards the lake; the sport consisting in either shooting them as they 
bound across openings in the forest, or capturing them in the water. A 
locality is assigned to every person joining the sport, where he is en- 
joined to remain until he has either the good fortune to shoot the deer. 
fr is apprised that the game has gone off in another direction. 

‘The necessary preliminaries having been arranged to the satisfaction 
of all parties, we sat down to supper, after which songs were sung with 
fortissimo choruses; for, at the time of my visit, Major Strickland’s 
domestic establishment had not the advantage of a lady at its head. At 
the same time, I must say, social conviviality never degenerated to 
‘coarseness; and though the red hunting-shirts, looming through tobacco- 
smoke, gave the company a brigandish appearance, gentlemanly conduct 
was as strongly maintained as if the scene of our merriment had been a 
London drawing-room. 

As the deer-hunt was fixed for an early hour, we soon retired to rest; 
‘and thanks to fatigue and a good bed I was in a few minutes in the land 
of dreams, from whence I did not emerge until roused by the hunting 
party. The scene of the sport was about two miles from the house. The 
dogs were sent into the forest, and the hunters repaired to their places. 
Faithful to their instructions, they remained at their post a long time 
‘with their eyes ‘peed’, as the Yankees say, and their ears alive to the 
faintest sound. But it was not my fortune either to shoot the deer or see 
it; for, although one was started, it took a course towards the interior 
‘of the bush, into which it was pursued by the dogs. The preconcerted 
signal, a blast from a horn, set the hunters free; but before turning home- 
wards 1 could not resist the desire of penetrating alone into the forest. 
Carefully noting conspicuous trees, I went on until wrapped by the 
mazy folds of innumerable stems, between which daylight and gloom 
struggled for mastery. The silence, broken only by the occasional scream 
‘of a wild bird or the hum of insects, was painfully oppressive; and as the 
spirit of the scene grew upon me I felt how truly Goldsmith has pictured 
the lost wanderer in an American wilderness— 

















“Where beasts with man divided empire claim, 
And the brown Indian takes @ deadly aim; 
‘There, while above the giddy tempest fies, 
And all around distressful yells arise, 
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The pensive exile, bending with his wo, 
To stop too fearful, and too faint to £0, 

Casts a fond look where England's glories shine, 
‘And bids his bosom sympathise with mine.” 


A duck-shooting and fishing expedition, on which we started after 
breakfast, was attended with greater success than the deet-hunt. These 
birds in autumn are numerous, and easy of approach, as the sportsmen 
are masked by the rice-beds among which they feed. Tt would, indeed, 
have been easy to shoot dozens of these fowl; but we were content with 
‘a moderate bag, and relinquishing our guns, prepared our tackle for 
basse fishing. Stout rods and lines are requisite for this sporting and 
heavy fish, which on this occasion, I am sorry to say, we captured with 
bait. No flies were to be had; so the tourist who may be tempted to visit 
the backwoods on a sporting expedition will do well to bring a supply 
with him, 

The piscatorial wealth of the water was amazing. Standing on a raft 
constructed expressly for fishing, moored in favourable localities, we 
‘caught in the course of a few hours several basse weighing from two to 
four pounds each, besides numerous goodly perch and sun-fsh, glorious 
in their golden splendour, which eagerly struggled for the bait with 
their finny brethren. 

But pleasant as are my associations with Lake Clear—its beauteous 
‘wooded isles,’ around which the basse love to lead 


“A cold, sweet, silver life, wrapped in round waves, 
‘Quickened with touches of transporting fear,— 


more undying memories attach t 

brief sojourn at Lakefield, to 

island in an upper lake. 
Major Strickland paddled me in his log canoe; giving me, before 









sible, as the slightest swerve would in all probabi 
tating us into the lake; a dificulty which promised to be increased, as 
part of our plan was to troll for maskinonge. Now as these fish are noted 
for their great size and strength, it was evident no small care would be 
requisite, should T capture one of these monsters, to keep the canoe 
steady; for matters were so arranged that, while halfedlined at one end, 
the Major, squatted on his hams, paddled at the other; and a stout 


"At that time the western half of Stoney Lake, with its beautiful 
sonsidered part of Clear Lake. 


ands, was 
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‘rolling-line was towed astern, one extremity of which was secured to 
‘my right arm. The bait used for maskinonge is curious; being a large 
spoon of polished metal, generally copper or brass, within the concavity 
Of which a strong hook is soldered. A swivel attached to the head of the 
spoon allows it to rotate when drawn rapidly through the water; and 
whether it be that maskinonge are spoon-fed during their infancy, or 
‘other reason, I cannot say; but itis certain they have a great fondness 
for this glittering bait. But the reader will, perhaps, want to know what 
a maskinonge is like. Similar to the pike in shape (Esox estor of Cuvier), 
it is generally much larger; and though the weight of a fish is often its 
‘only ttle to fame, the maskinonge has the merit of being good as well as 
‘ereat. In common with the pickerel, which occupies a position some- 
where between the trout and perch, it is peculiar to the United States 
and especially to the great lakes and the northem waters, where it is 
very abundant. This I can confirm; for we had not made much progress 
before I felt a sharp twitch at my arm, quickly succeeded by a pull which 
arrested the skiff's progress. Taking the line in my hand, T played the 
fish as well as I could, and succeeded eventually in drawing him along- 
side. To secure him was, however, quite beyond my skill, for he was of 
prodigious size. Handing the tackle to the Major, he dexterously swung 
‘our prize into the canoe, where he was speedily reduced to tranquility 
by a well-administered blow on the back of his head from a small mallet, 
He weighed 22 Ibs.; and those who have captured large and strong pike 
will conceive the exciting work it was to battle with such a fellow from 
the narrow confines of a log canoe. We afterwards caught two more; 
‘and might have swelled the number to almost any amount had we felt 
inclined. But we could not fish and visit the Indians; so we wound up 
‘our lines and paddled swiftly through the bright waters. The trip was 
delightful. At the head of Clear Lake, a reach, not unlike that separat- 
ing the upper and middle Killarney lakes, occurs, studded by wooded 
islands, On one of these the Indians were camped; but there was no sign 
of life, nor could we detect amidst the dense foliage a landing-place. 

A wild whoop from my companion was answered by an Indian, who 
burst through the bush and motioned us to a litte creek, where we dis- 
embarked, Following our swarthy guide, we came suddenly on a small 
clearing, in the centre of which was the lodge. A more picturesque spot 
‘could not well be conceived. The ground, mantled by a variety of wild 
flowers, sloped gently towards the Lake. Lofty trees shut out the oppres~ 
sive sun, and a tiny brook gurgled sweetly as it leaped into daylight 
from the gloom of the forest. The lodge was constructed of birch-bark, 
‘open at the top for the egress of smoke. Around were various hunting 
and fishing implements. Portly fish, with strips of bear-lesh and venison 
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‘hanging on poles in process of curing, attested how efficiently these had 
been used, 

Pushing aside the buffalo-skin serving as a door we entered the lodge, 
from which, however, I was nearly driven by the dense and acrid smoke. 
‘The family consisted of the Indian's wife, mother-in-law, and two girls, 
who were squatted round the fire superintending a savoury mess of 
boiled ducks, fish, and squirrels. 

‘The women and girls could not speak a word of English. The exces- 
sive natural simplicity of the giels and the freedom of their limbs were 
remarkable, With their naked feet, which were beautifully formed, they 
seized fragments of wood and cast them on the fire with the same ease 
fas we should perform the operation with our hands, 

The whole scene was sufficiently wild and novel to be very interest 
ing; and I sincerely recommend the tourist to turn aside from the beaten 
track to visit the Indians in the bush. He must not, however, expect to 
see the wild savage in this part of North America. The white man has 
ven him into the far west beyond the Mississippi. But though the 
Ojibeways residing in Upper Canada pass a considerable portion of the 
year in the outskirts of towns, their hunting spirit breaks forth in the 
autumn, when, casting off the trammels of civilisation, at all times 
galling and perplexing, they seek the wilderness, erect their lodges by 
the side of a lake or stream, and spend their days hunting and fishing; 
while their squaws make Indian ornaments or sew the seams of birch: 
‘bark canoes, for which they have a constant demand from settlers, The 
Indian whom I visited had several of these graceful boats in hand, for 
each of which he was to receive six dollars, . 

We returned to Lakefield in the evening; and the following day my 
kkind host drove me to Peterborough. On our way he frequently ex- 
patiated on the state of the road, which I thought wretched, but which 
he contrasted with the condition of things when it took him an entire 
day to joumey from Peterborough to his home in the bush. 














14, Cotoner SaMUEL STRICKLAND PRESENTS DipLomAs 
["Katchewanoonka Herald.”] 


Last Thursday Lieut Col, Strickland granted Diploma’s to two of his 
pupils, T. B. Allen Esq and W. P. Band. The Former Gentleman passed 
4 highly creditable Examination and as a proof of what high esteem 
he is held the next day he received the appointment of Steward over the 
Estate of the Rev. P. S. Warren. Mr Band was not so fortunate we 
believe, not so much from want of abilities, but from too great a con- 
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Courtesy of George M. Douglas 
AGRICULTURAL DIPLOMA 








“This item from the manus 
inthe late eighteen-Sfties makes fun of “the gallant Major" and his Agricultural 
Schoo! for budding Canadinn backwoodsmen. The writing is by T. B. Allen, who 
ands behind W. P. Band as he receives his diploma, J.B, Beatty, snother pupil 
{S the artist The banner at the left bears the interipton DIFLOMAS FOR EVER. 
“This unique material reproduced by courtesy of George M. Douglas of Lake 
field, in whose postestion fa fragmentary fle of the "Katchewanoonka Herald.” 











fidence in himself, and therefore not studying sufficiently; Mr Band is 
‘much cut up about it, but idleness always meets its reward; he was 
nearly losing an extremely advantageous situation with E. Leigh Esq. 
‘who of course could not receive him without his diploma; the un- 
fortunate youth is now staying at the hospitable mansion of J. E. Beatty 
Esq., who is attempting to eradicate those pernicious seeds of idleness 
‘which have been sown on a too fertile mind. 





15, Cartan Hortox Rays 
[A VISIT To PETERBOROUGH AND LAKEFIELD, 1860 

[Morton Price”, A Theatrical Trip for a Wager! through Canada and 
the United States (London, 1861), pp. 60-9) 

From Port Hope we journeyed north to Peterborough. This is a 
portion of my journey that I look back to with much pleasure. I, by 
this time, began to see my way. My winning the wager was a certainty, 
bar accidents or ill-health. We were gradually getting into the ways of 
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the country and the habits of the people, and, strangely enough, so it 
then seemed to us, the farther we got into this strange land, the more 
Englshified it became; atleast, as far asthe inhabitants were concerned, 

So, be it understood, I did not go to Peterborough for the purpose of 
increasing my professional receipts, (though, as luck had it, I did to 
some extent, most unexpectedly, and as will be seen); but rather to 
investigate a litte life amongst the backwoodsmen, and what T saw T 
will now relate. Peterborough, which is quite a frontier town, there 
being no other pretention to the term ‘town’ north, or beyond it, is a 
‘most eccentric-looking place. Though quite in its infancy, it appears to 
hhave grown prematurely aged—a sort of young child with an old man’s 
face. 

‘A few years ago its site was a wilderness. Now there's, T don’t know 
hhow many, but a good lot of people there. Of course the greater number 
of the houses, especially the large ones, or those intended to have been 
large, ar, and are likely to remain, in an unfinished state... 

‘At Peterborough I was destined to mect an old friend with a new 
face; he was at Eton with me, and was then and there very pretty 
boy; and being of a retiring mild nature, I had often on more than one 
‘occasion taken his part against some juvenile bully. He had come to 
Canada to learn farming. “Heaven save the mark!"—and was studying 
‘away out’ at a place called Douro, about twelve miles off. 

The pretty, retiring, mild youth, had changed into a big-bearded, 
brawny, bellowing back-woodsman. T never saw such a creature. (I 
told him so; so, of course, I may you.) If you can fancy Ben Caunt, 
with an enormous red beard, whiskers, and mustachios, in a Glengarry 
cap, a red flannel shiet, loose leather breeches, and a pair of knicker- 
Dockers, you have (barring the nose) a good likeness of my friend 
(what shal 1 call him?) —‘Blazes! 

‘When he discovered my ‘tle game’, as he called it, nothing would 
satisfy him but that we must and should give our Entertainment i 
Peterborough. ‘He would bring in all his friends from Douro, he would 
keep them and himself perfectly sober until it was all over; and if every- 
body in Peterborough didn't come he'd know the reason why!" &e., &c, 
4c. To such powerful arguments we could but succumb, and, much t0 
‘our surprise, we discovered that there was alittle amateur theatre in the 
town, called White's Room. At this time Thad just writen a new enter- 
tainment, called Scene in the Highlands, and being anxious for a re- 
hears, and having litle dread of Peterborough critics, we ‘concluded” 
to play, and did so, with such success, and to such erowded and respect- 
able audiences (whether owing to our friend Blazes’ persuasion or 
threats Tknow not), that not content with two nights, we played four! 
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1 thought Lucille’s' hearers would never be satisfied with ‘Ever of thee’, 
‘Annic Laurie’, and ‘I'm sitting by the stile, Mary’. They would have 
her back, time after time; and I think if I had been exiled there T should 
have done the same. Blazes persisted in crying over ‘I'm sitting by the 
stile, Mary’ and said he was an Irishman, though I know he used to be 
a Londoner. This, however, was late in the evening. 

Having thus paid our way, and a little to spare, I determined on 
slight relaxation from mental Iabour, and ditto a litte in the body. 
Douro, I have said, isa ‘diggings’ some twelve miles from Peterborough, 
and is a regular stronghold of sucking farmers. Suckers, and no mistake! 
‘Their powers of suction would astonish a Pitman! 

Well, this Douro is right in the bush, and if any of my readers should 
journey from Peterborough to Douro'they'll wonder how it ever got 
there; a more villainous road I never travelled, though my friend Blazes 
(of course), and also his friend (another long but not so rough-looking 
‘customer, who had something to do wit the lumber—ic. timber trade), 
declared *'twas nuts to what it was!” 

1 was glad that a slight cold prevented Lucille from being one of the 
party, though that fact prevented me from staying to see and do all that 
T should have wished. A deer hunt, of course, we had—that is to say, 
the dogs had, and having, I suppose, ‘By raison of being a stranger’, as 
a bona fide Irishman of the party said, been put in a ‘convaynient’ px 
tion—which meant that T could neither see or be seen—and told to 
keep my eyes and ears open and my mouth shut, I had my first and last 
acquaintance with a Canadian Deer Hunt. . 

Breakfast at seven. “Any head-ache?” “No? “What do you say to 
fishing?” 

“Why, you know’, I said, ‘shat was what I came here for.” 

‘And the whisky? 

‘Bother the whi 

“Well, you were * 
of you 

‘The speaker was so utterly ‘sewn up’ some two hours before the party 
Quite dispersed, that he slept where he fell, and never ‘turned in’ at al. 

ing, some two or three of us went; and if T at all astonished these 
rough sons of Englishmen with my ‘pop-gun’, T did so stil more with 
my rod. It was an ordinary trout rod, made’ by an old fellow named 
Hucklebridge, in Bath, (one that I have fished with over fifteen years), 
and with a few sewin fies (my friends used bait), T succeeded in land 
ing, or rather in Boating, for fished principally from the lster, thirteen 
tbass—a fish neither a salmon, a trout, nor a grayling, but (with a dash 

‘This was Rhy's actres-companion on the American tip. 








, 
ight” and I shall tell your friends that I took care 
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of the porpoise) a litle of all combined, They averaged three pounds 
apiece. But, bless you! a good old English trout of that weight would 
hhave made my ancient piece of hickory bend its back a litle more than 
any of them di 

They were, however, good fun. There was a nice breeze, and the 
thing was new; and that goes a long way towards temporary satisfaction, 

Blazes was a great hand at a canoe, and after I was tired of fishing he 
insisted on paddling me up a lake, 1 forget the name, where he said he 
hhad appointed to meet an Indian 

“What—a real live Indian?” 

‘Lbelieve you, my bo-hoy!" 

Now I had ofen wished to see an Indian, and, like most things that 
‘one wishes much to see, when I did see one T didn't think much of i. 

‘The dark and almost indecent individual we were in quest of, made 
a sudden appearance in answer to an unearthly sereech from the lungs 
‘of my Charon as we neared the shore of a thickly-wooded eyot. Paddling 
over the tiny waves with a marvellous rapidity in a similar unsafe look- 
ing concern to that we were in, he came alongside; and after an inter- 
change with Blazes of a few words in French and Chinese—at least it 
sounded like it—and an awful lot of grimaces, he pointed at me with 
‘the spoon end of his paddle, saying, or rather shouting, “Hi-phiz, cock- 
‘onoscrummery!" of words to that elect, and darted off; and, much to my 
surprise, we after him! 

“Where are you going?’ I asked. 

“Going! Going to introduce you to my father-in-law, that i to bel” he 
answered, paddling away with all his might. 

“Your what?” 

“Yes; it's allright! That's my wife's brother, on ahead, there!” 

“Get out!” I exclaimed, forgetting I was in a canoe, and bestowing a 
kick on his shins. 

“By G—dl" was his reply, 
set in again, if you come any of those games, 
not in bed!” 

‘Thus admonished, T collapsed, 

We shortly reached a large raft moored along-side a steep bank, the 
bank itself being nearly hidden from view by overhanging trees” and 
bush, Blazes here pulled up, and told me (this time) to ‘Get out!"—a 
performance of no easy accomplishment. Canoes are the most slippery 
‘things in ereation—our outriggets are jolly-boats to them. Out, however, 
T got, after a deal of wibble-wobbling; and Blazos paddled off some- 
‘where out of sight, much to my momentary discomfiture. He, however, 
quickly appeared on the bank overhead, and from thence directed me 




















‘we shall both get out sooner than we can 
still, man!—you are 
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to. flight of steps, or rather stones, which I had not until then perceived. 
I ascended, and found myself on a little green knoll with large tree 
stumps here and there, and studded around with huts apparently made 
of logs and bark of trees, Well, I never!—I was actually in an Indian 
encampment! There were men and women, and children and dogs; and 
Blazes seemed on intimate terms with all, 

He presently introduced me to a venerable-looking old picture card, 
‘wrapped—although it was very hot—in a buffalo skin, and squatted on 
his haunches smoking a red clay pipe with a profusely ornamented stem. 

in-law’, he said, “this is my friend—a mighty hunter in Eng- 
Jand—a great warrior in many lands—and a jolly good fellow!” 

This correct description, being given in English, not a word, of course, 
the old gentleman would have understood but for the expressive pan~ 
tomine with which it was accompanied. It, however, evidently impressed 
the aged Ojibbeway that T was somebody; and he thereupon set up a 
howl of welcome and beckoned me to squat. This, imagining myself 
tolerably secure, I did, and looked about me; and thereupon saw the 
retreating form of Blazes on the point of entering one of the huts. Now 
Thad no intention of being left with this old heathen, so I made tracks 
after him, and affectionately taking his arm I requested Blazes to bear 
the same in mind. He looked annoyed—which, however, did not affect 
me in the least, and we entered together. 

‘There were only two occupants—a frightfully plain specimen of an 
aged female, and a girl of about fifteen or sixteen. They were both em- 
ployed in embroidering velvet with beads. Immediately the younger of 
the two saw my companion she sprang up, and jumped into his arms, 
and in (as far as Tam a judge) very fair French welcomed him, said 
she had been expecting his visit; and it was evidently a lover's mecting. 
T must describe her. She had very little on; what she had, appearing to 
‘me to be a blue serge petticoat with some sort of embroidery round the 
skirt, over which was a dingy white ‘cutty sark’, confined at the waist 
with a beadwork embroidered girdle, and over this a man's work-a-day 
cloth jacket with large mother-o'-pearl buttons! Her hair was jet black, 
‘with a sort of oily look about it I didn’t quite like; but, Tor! she had 
‘enough for a dozen women—I never saw such a magnificent mop! Tf she 
hhad put it @ Anglaise into a net at the back of her head she would 
never have seen her toes again! Her complexion was brown—yes, 
brown—the brown of the ripe flbert. Her nose was perfect, if not 100 
small;—her mouth a little large. But—murder! such red lips and white 
teeth you almost wished it larger that the vermillion and the pearl might 
show the more;—and her eyes—well, there T am beaten, Sulffce it to 
say, that T never saw such eyes for black ones. T dreamt of them more 
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than once afterwards. Her head was beautifully put on; and her legs, 
which were naked to the knee, were the moral of Louise Leclercq’s 
brown silk stockings. 1 never could see any beauty in a naked foot— 
especially when the sole was as hard as nails—so Tl leave her foot 
alone—excepting to say it looked very small. 

But I am over-spinning my yarn. These were the wife and grand- 
daughter of the old gentleman whose society I had so rudely declined, 
Blazes' was desperately in love with the girl; it seems he had some 
months previously picked her out of the water as she was vainly en- 
deavouring to right her canoe, which had topsy-turvied. They swim like 
corks (the women, I mean); but she was nearly exhausted with her 
efforts, being very young; and would most likely have been drowned but 
for Blazes’ assistance. Of course, the old ones were immensely grateful 
for the preservation of their ‘che-ild’; and would have tattoed, or other- 
wise ennobled Blazes upon the spot had he wished it. But he didn’: 
hhe made himself, however, a sort of godfather to the young Naiad, and 
hhad succeeded in teaching her French and a smattering of English; and 
T think he said she could write ‘a tolerable fist’. 

We stayed until our watches warned us to be off—for darkness in 
‘Canada, like the thunder-storm, comes on you bang—without the pre- 
ude of twilight; and I didn't care much about remaining after nightfall 

this wild region, even under the wing of Blazes. Had there been a 
twin Naiad I might have been reconciled; but there wasn't. 

I shall ever remember our homeward voyage through the beauty of 
that night. Squatted in the stern of the canoe, with a delicious pipe of 
tobacco in my mouth, I watched the deep shadows of the bush-covered 
shore as the moon rose—full, large, and red—tighting up the waters but 
‘throwing land and forest into deeper gloom. My companion paddled 
leisurely along, playing, as it were, with the sparkling water; and our 








George M. Douglas, an authority on the district, believes H. Pierce (or Pearce) 
is the farm stadent referred to by Rhys. He is frequently mentioned in the mant- 
‘ripe newspaper ‘Kachewanoonka Herald’, which the students circulated between 
1835 and 1859 and of which Mr. Douglas has some copies. Among items written 
in satirical vein by Thomas Balguey Allen is one quipping Pierce for deserting 
Fanny his dog, and observing that 

‘Our Gentleman Hero no longer will take ob- 

Servation of amy but pretty Miss Jacob" 
and the concluding verse runs 

Sif'a Bride you take home of the Indian breed, 

Your father and mother would sorrow indeed: 

So repent, foolish yout, take warning, be sure 

That if you must marry don't marry a squaw.” 
“The Jacobs and Irons were among the Indians of the district and they were at 
fat time encamped oppeste Colonel Strickland’s where the Lakefield Park 












A nc 


[9] WALTON STREET, PoRT Hore, pas“ 








[54] CAMERON LAKE 
Looking northeastward towards Fenelon Fal 


[55] "BLYTHE." THE LANGTON HOME, STURGEON LAKE 
The marquee was the dining room 





amend [54] CAMERON LAKE 
Looking ortbeastward towards Fenelon Fall 


[SS] “BLYTHE THE LANGTON HOME, STURGEON LAKE 
The marge was the dining-toom, 












[56] FRANCES STEWART [571 HON, THOMAS 
aneein STEWART (1921847) 
At the sue of 72 AAs 4 young mania Island 





(5) SIR JOHN COLBORNE 1 SIR PEREGRINE MAITLAND. 


Lieut-Governor of Upper Canada, 
N1828: visited the Trent Valley 


[61] CAPT. CHARLES RUBIDGE 
(ine-tar) 


ROBINSON (17H 1438) 
Supervised rsh emigration. 1825 








[66] SUSANNA MooDrE (6514. W, DUNBAR MOODIE 
N18) anes) 





(66) CATHARINE TRAILL [67 CAPT, THOMAS TRAILL 
‘inca 1409) {i7o0-1839) 


(68) ROBERT McCAULEY (@] PATRICK youNs 
MARY JANE McCAULEY “The Youngs founded Young's Point 





[70] MeCAULEY'S HOTEL, BURLEIC (TH LEVE PAYNE (1790-1856) 
TOWNSHIP SARAH PAYNE (1792-1 


{A Termpecice house ina diy of had drinking ‘Prominent ear eter 





[72] THE ORIGINAL LEVI PAYNE LOG HOUSE. 1831 
Located on the Inn River inthe Township of Dummsr 





(73) CATHARINE PARK TRAILL [74] SAMUEL STRICKLAND 
“(1802-1899) (0104-186) 

‘The scene is the verandah of “Minne- "The gallant Majors he was called by 

wave” Stoney Lake, about 1897; with the pupils of hit Agrcalara Schoo for 

The authorese are. er grandaugiten Trini Canadian backwoodsmen 


Katharine (et) and Caroline 


[75] THE STRICKLAND HOME IN FULL GLORY 

















[90] PORT HOPE IN 1819 
“Looking south from Fotherg's grounds towards Lake Ontario 
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litte bark went bobbity-bobbity, as much as to say ‘I should just like to 
pitch you two out, you seem so jolly lazy!” 

[Blazes was evidently buried in a Brown study, and I didn't care much 
about interrupting him. I, too, was thinking—thinking of picture 1 
hhad somewhere seen of a very dark girl and a very fair one;—and wish 
ing that I were an artist that T might put on canvas the darkest and the 
fairest beauty in creation. Heigho! 

Nothing occurred to disturb the even tenur of our way; and on we 
‘went, paddling and puffing—an occasional snatch of a song on my part, 
and & melancholy effort at a second on his, alone mingling with the 
gurgling of the water at the bow of the canoe and the hum of many 
insects in the air. We arrived at the landing-stage, and there found a 
servant waiting witha trap and, what much gladdened my eyes, a bottle 
of whisky, for we long since finished the flask that accompanied us. We 
hhad only a few miles to go to ‘Blazes’ Park'—as 1 termed his few acres 
of clearing—and whether it was the whisky or jolting I know not, but 
Blazes at last opened his mouth and blurted out, ‘I say, od fellow, I'm 
going to marry that nigger las!” 

‘Marry? I said, putting the bowl end of my pipe in my astonishment 
to my lips—'the devil” 

‘Nearly as black, certainly’, he replied, mistaking my exclamation; 
“but there's more of the angel in her than the devil—anyhow!” 

‘My dear man, I dida't mean that 

‘No, no; T know. Of course you'll laugh; but mark my words: if you 
ever come to Douro again you'll find that girl in my house—my lawful 
wife” 

He made his words good; for in spite of the jeers of his wild band of 
‘companions he carried her off one fine night and married her by book 
and candle (Blazes is a Roman Catholic); and, as he is next heir to 
many a broad acre in ‘Mersic England’, it is just possible I may yet 
again sce the heroine ofthis litle yarn, and presiding over a very difer- 
ent establishment to that inher Indian home. 











XII. POETICAL PRODUCTIONS OF THE INHABITANTS 


MHERE 15 a distinct difference, if often subtle and frequently 

arbitrary, between poetry and verse; and it is equally apparent 
that the beauty of either is often merely in the eye of the beholder. 
In the old Newcastle District there were several inhabitants who 
have considerable claim to the name and fame of “poet,” and many 
others who were clever versifiers. Notable among the former is 
‘Rhoda Anne Page, whose poetical compositions, although almost 
unknown to modern readers, have been praised by both her con- 
temporaries and competent critics. Forgotten in this generation is 
The Ojibway Conquest, an epic pocm by the Rice Lake Indian, 
George Copway. That Copway, though scarcely a generation re~ 
‘moved from savagery, should be an author is remarkable enough, 
but that he should produce a work with as much beauty of narrative 
and grace of style as this story of the Wen-di-go, Me-gi-si, and 
Me-Me—and still be unknown—is a reflection upon Canadians. 
His friendship with the poet Longfellow is not the least interesting 
incident in his career. In addition to those whose verse is repre 
sented here, many others contributed fugitive poems to the Cobourg 
Star and other newspapers, and to the various literary periodicals, 
of the day. Included among them are many of merit printed anony- 
mously or with initials only. The amount of “literary” material in 
the periodicals of that period is indicative of the general standard 
of readers’ taste, though itis equally apparent that, due to restricted 
education, subscribers to newspapers and magazines comprised but 
a small proportion of the population. Like the government of the 
day, this enjoyment of literary and cultural excellence was pre- 
dominantly aristocratic, not democratic, but it formed a solid basis 
for general education and intellectual advancement. 





1, FREDERICK PRESTON RUSIDGE (1806-1898) 


Frederick Rubidge was born in London, England, on March 10, 
1806, one of five sons of Robert and Eleanor Rubidge and a half- 
brother of Captain Charles Rubidge, second settler in Otonabee 
‘Township, 1820. He came to Canada about 1825 with two younger 
brothers and studied surveying, probably under Major Samuel 
Wilmot, a prominent surveyor in the district. In 1831 he received 
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his certificate, locating first in Peterborough but a few months later 
in Cobourg, where he was active also in literature and amateur 
<dramatics, as is apparent from the columns of the Cobourg Star in 
the years 1831-1833. As a result of the successes of “The Gentlemen 
Amateurs of Cobourg,” a similar association produced plays in 
Peterborough. In 1836 he married Jane Boswell of Cobourg. 
‘Among the important surveys in which he participated were the 
first for the Cobourg Rail Road Company, 1835, and several 
related to northerly townships and the Trent Canal. His verse is 
largely patterned after that of Pope and other eighteenth-century 
poets, with but little of the Romantic influence, and much of it 
‘was caustically anti-Reform.’ In his later life he resided in Ottawa 
‘and Montreal, and died in 1898 at the age of ninety-two. 


MITHER MAY PEEP 
[Cobourg Star, November 22, 1831] 


Na? gang, laddie—Mither may peep, and thee spy out, 
‘For partin-time's past, when ye hame was fo win; 

Should she catch thee thus hugging me, lack! how she'd ery out; 
‘Then hie awa’ laddie, lest mither'pop in. 








Her ce wi suspicion o* somethin will gisten, 
My braw gown all tumbled, and hair out o° pin. 

Shell ask for my knitting, ye've’stolen—Oh! listen! 
Pray hie awa, laddie, ‘ere mither glide in. 


Na’ be not sae foolish—Il gie ye my promise, 
[Niest time ye shall kiss me, but don’ now begin; 

She'll want her Wee supper, and—harkee! she come is! 
‘hie thee hame, laddie, ’ere mither glide in. 








Stink down by the paddock, where oft ye ha tarried, 
"To coax me as now—Oh, ye lads mak us sin! 
Well, well then, to-morrow wi? ye I'l be marred: 
‘so eie o'er your teazing—Hush!—rin, laddie! rint 





SONNET—RIVER OTONABEE 
[Cobourg Star, September 6, 1831] 
Stream of the wilderness, at whose far source 


‘The fierce wolf lappeth, of awaits his spoil, 
‘Thro’ ages rolling thy ignoble course, 





20 the biography and collection of his verse, in typescript in the Toronto, 
Public Library, compiled by Edwin C. Guilt 
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But now to flow with corn, with wine, and oil 
‘Time was, dark river, when thy current bore 

‘None other burthen than the frail canoe; 

Or when the wild deer, snorting from the shore, 

Deep plung’d him where the floating lilies grew. 

‘Then eame the Explorer from yon eastern ayain. 

‘Tracking Caboti's® streams, he looked on thine; 

‘The Emigrant close follow'd in his train, 

‘And other barks sald ‘tween thy banks of pine. 

‘Their sway the Indian Nereides now resign, 

‘And maids from England's ‘Thames upon thy marge recline * 





‘THE DROWNED EMIGRANT! 
[Cobourg Star, November 14, 1832] 


(On the sand of the shore, a bloated corpse, 
He lay where the waves bad thrown him; 
No wail of the widow lamented his loss, 
"No friend stood by to own him. 


‘Yet was he unknown? Ah nol for his ways 
Had been one wild course of error; 

‘And some there were who remember'd the days 
‘When his name was a name of terror. 


He fled—for the life his treach'ry prolong’, 
From a hundred hands was in danger: 

He was cast at the feet of the man he had wrong’d, 
“As tho’ heav'n were that man’s avenger. 





Why mised the Atanticshark his prey? 
‘Why wander'd he hither to perish?— 

“To yield, in the judgment which snatch’d him away, 
‘A warning for us to cherish, 


‘And thus when injuries prompt our hate, 
When we feel with revenge excited, 

Let us think of this poor drowned wretch? and his fate, 
"And look to be heav'n-requited. 


‘From Sebastian Cabot, the discoverer, 

The post i thinking, no doubt, of the wife and daughters of his brother, 
Captain ‘Charles Rubidge, who seted on the shores of the Otonabee in 1820, 

"Wie subject of this poem is James Demsey, an Irish emigrant from Queen's 
County. Tn’ October 1632 the steamer Willam IV landed. passengers atthe 
‘Cobourg wharf in a heavy sea, and two men were washed overboard by huge 
‘aves ss the ship was turing oUt into the Take. They were drowned, and the 
Body of Demsey was found half buried in the sand aboot half a mile west of the 
harbour, on the property of Tames Calcut, who had left Ireland to eseape ruin 
Ete Rands of arbend of marauders called White Feet, led by Demsey. It would 
te dificult to find a more remarkable coincidence. 
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2, Tuomas Cann (1780-1860) 


‘Thomas Carr, who was born in Scotland and spent ten years of 
his youth in the West Indies, emigrated to Upper Canada with his 
brother Andrew in 1819. They were among the first settlers in the 
following year in the Township of Otonabee, where they were the 
original owners of the entire site of the village of Keene, on Indian 
River. Soon afterwards Andrew Carr was killed by a falling tree. 
District councillor, postmaster, road commissioner, and justice of 
the peace, Thomas Carr was always a man of prominence in Otona- 
bee. When the Cobourg Star was established in 1831 he became 
among the earliest contributors of literary material to its columns. 
In his latter years he became melancholy and depressed, and his 
death by suicide on November 1, 1860, closely paralleled that of a 
friend whose death had inspired an elegy thirty years earlier. 
Like many another worthy, he was buried on his own land, and the 

sent owner of the property still points out, between the house 
and the bam, the grave of the founder of the village of Keene. 





eLecy 
‘On the death of a favorite cat, who spent a long and apparently happy 
life in the faithful discharge of her humble but useful duties. 
[Cobourg Star, September 7, 1836] 


oor Puss has paid great Nature's debt— 
‘A debt we all must pay, 

Howie'er we mortals toil and fret, 
"AS fast our Tives. decay. 


Whilst wintry blasts were howling round, 
‘And dark'ning all the sky. 

While snow's deep mantle deck'd the ground, 
Poor Puss was left to di. 


‘Her mistress, cruel and ingrate, 
Sought a far-distant home, 
‘And Puss abandoned, hapless fate, 





‘No squirrel gamboll'd round, 
‘The birds had winged their distant flight, 
‘And milder climates found. 


Deep wand'ring through the pathless waste, 
1 saw her slender form; 

Tran to hail my stranger guest, 
‘And shield her from the storm. 
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Debarred of speech her thoughts to tel, 
‘She, purring, shewed her bliss; 

No prisiner rescued from his cell 
‘Could warmer thanks express. 


Winters twice seven have shed their snow, 
Yet still she shared my cot; 

Of ev'ry pilfring knave the foe, 
Nor sought a happier lot, 


A longer life Puss could not crave; 
Death dealt the fatal blow 
‘That ends the coward and the brave, 

‘And lays the favrite low. 


‘Farewell; my humble, faithful friend, 
Thy fate T need not mourn; 

My years, lke thine, must have an end, 
‘My frame to dust return. 


Let all who read my artless lays, 
Foll gently treat thy kind; 
Such faithful service merits praise 
From ev'ry grateful mind, 


My HAME 


‘By a settler in Otonabee Township, probably Thomas Carr 


[Cobourg Star, December 27, 1831] 


{canna ca’ this forest hame, 
Ttis nae hame to me, 

ik tree is suthern to my heart, 
‘And unco t0 my ee. 


IC cou'd see the bonny broom 
‘On ilka sandy know’ 
(Or the whins in a their gowden 
pride, 
‘That on the green hill grow: 


If cou'd see the primrose bloom 
Tn Nora's hazel glen; 

‘And hear the linties chiep and sing, 
Far frae the haunts of men: 


If Tcou'd see the rising sun 
Glint owre the dewy corn; 
‘And the tunefu" lavrocks in the sky 
Proclaim the coming mora: 
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IFT cou'd see the daisy spread 
Its wee flowers owre the lee; 
Or the heather scent the mountain, 
breeze, 
‘And the ivy climb the tree; 


If I cou'd see the lane’ kirk yard, 
‘Whar’ frien's He side by side: 
‘And think that Tcou'd lay my 
Danes 
Beside them when I died 


‘Then might T think this forest 
hhame, 
‘And in it five and dee: 
Nor feel regret at my heart's core,t 
My native land, for thee. 


3. CapTAIN Gronce ARUNDEL HILL 


VERSES FOR THE TWENTY-FOURTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
BATTLE OF WATERLOO 


[Cobourg Star, June 19, 1839] 








morning brings a festival to Britain's tiple shore, 
‘The mimicry of war is seen, the thund'ring cannons roar; 
Her merry bells peal rapidly, gay streamers meet the view, 
Itis her day of triumph on the plains of Waterloo; 


‘Around her youthful Queen are met the high-born of the land, 
While there, in gorgeous warrior garb, a hundred chieftaing stand; 
‘And he, the vietor-chief, is there, and starts to find how few 

His eye can count, in that proud throng, who fought at Waterloo; 


Where are the rest? Where should they be, but where al that live must lie? 
For Time is gleaner to the sword, and takes what i passed by: 

His path is land and ocean; and his step, though soft as dew, 

Erfaces all it treads upon, and will tread’ on Waterloo; 


“Twas not the weak, in heart or arm, that Britain conquered thea, 
But the flower of France’s chivalry, well-trained and gallant men; 
‘Then honor to the victors, and to the vanquished too, 
For gallantly they struggled on the plains of Waterloo! 


This is the source of the ttle of a recent play by Robertson Davies of Peter- 
boroueh. 

"Captain Hill, who had served with Wellington at Waterloo, wrote the verses 
in 1838. He speaks for many veterans who had settled in the wilds of Canada, 
siving up their small pensions for land that sometimes proved almost usles. 
He bimscif was setled near Clear Lake on rocky land ‘hat has remained an 
abandoned farm t0 this Jay. 
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‘There wakens revelry tonight in many a princely hall, 
Where the battle will again be fought, again will Picton fall 
‘The shout, the charge, the closing shock, will many a voice renew, 
‘And wine-cups will be drained to those who fell at Waterloo. 


Ob in that hour of patriot pride, of music and of song, 

‘Will not there be one generous heart to feel a soldier's wrong? 
‘One tongue of honesty and zeal to bring that wrong to view, 
‘And claim a late rodress for men who bled at Waterloo? 


Before thine eyes had seen the light, VICTORIA, Queen of Isles; 
‘They bled to guard the jewelled crown that shades thy brow of smiles; 
‘And later, when a foe appeared, to watch that crown they flew, 

‘And its gem of Canada was kept by men of Waterloo! 


(©, speak the word; they look to thee to cheer ther life's cold eve, 

For want and age have crushed them dovin in the wild woods where they 
grieve; 

©, speak, and let them have again the boon which away they threw, 

‘And greater will be thy glory than was theirs at Waterloo! 


‘The purest wreath the conqueror boasts is stained with earthly leaven, 
The widow's shriek, the orphan’s cry, go with his name to heaven; 
‘And lovelier ‘tis in heaven's sight, one generous act to do, 

‘Than to wear the proudest medal which was won at Waterloo. 





4, Dr. James Haskins (1805-1846) 


Born in Dublin in 1805 and a graduate of Trinity College, Dr. 
Haskins emigrated to Upper Canada in 1834, He engaged in his 
profession first in Belleville, then at River Trent or Trent Port 
(later Trenton), and subsequently in the Township of Loughbor- 
ough, where his young wife died in childbirth, He removed to 
Frankford, on the west bank of the Trent, where he lived a solitary 
and melancholy life until his death in 1846. In a poem “To the 
Memory of Dr. Haskins”, Mrs. Susanna Moodie eulogized the 
poet: 
“Neglected son of Genius! thou hast passed— 
In broken-hearted loneliness—away.” 


‘TO THE RIVER TRENT! 


Noble river! rushing on, 
Deep and broad, and bright and free: 
Winter's rage hath come and gone, 
‘But no bonds he had for thee, 


From The Pocticel Works of James Haskins, A.B., M.B. (Hartford, 1848.) 
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Strong, unfettered, bold and deep, 
Hire, in majesty, thy tide 

Rushes with resstess sweep, 
Pours along in stately’ pride. 


Blue thy breast, with billows bright 
Sparkling in the fervid ray; 

Glorious is thy stream with light, 
Gilt with gold of vernal day. 


Green thy banks, with budding groves 
Bordering the meadows fai 

Still thy shore the cedar loves, 
Shoots the tam'rack high in air. 


Cedars white, and alders grey, 
Circling many a lordly pine; 

Giant oaks their forms display, 
Firs whose silv'ry leaflets shine. 


Hangs the mighty maple o'er 
“Trunks upturned and rocks around; 
Hark T hear a sullen roar— 
"Tis the rapid’ thundering sound. 


Boil the foaming torrents through 
Rocks that fain would check their rage; 
See! the monarch stream anew, 
Calm, pursues his pilgrimage, 


CCalmly, through the forest glade, 
View his peaceful current glide; 
‘Solemn now, through 
‘Dark, yet tranquil, 





Onward, on! the goal is nigh; 
Glorious lake! thy form I view, 
Blending with th'ethereal sky— 
‘One bright tract of boundless blue. 


Noble river! fare thee well! 
‘As thy current, strong and deep, 
Onvward—irresistible— 
‘May my soul its progress keep. 


Heav'nward to its peaceful home, 
"a the world where live the bles 

Past the rocks, the rapids’ foam, 
Thus may speed—there gladly rest. 
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5. SUSANNA Mooi 


[Mrs, Moodie's Canadian poems are scattered through her prose 
works] 


‘THE OTONABEE 


Dark, rushing, foaming river! 
‘love the solemn sound 
‘That shakes thy shores around, 
‘And hoarsely murmurs ever, 
As thy waters onward bound, 
Like a rash, unbridled steed 
Flying madly on its course, 
‘That shakes with thundering force 
‘The vale and trembling mead. 
So thy billows downward sweep, 
Nor rock nor tree ean stay’ 
‘Their fierce, impetuous way; 
Now in eddies whirling deep, 
‘Now in rapids white with spray. 





love thee, lonely river! 
"Thy hollow, restless roar, 
‘Thy cedar-girded shore, 
The rocky isles that sever 
‘The waves that round them pour. 
Katchawanook basks in ight, 
But thy currents woo the shade 
By thy lofty pinestrees made, 
‘That cast a gloom like night, 
re day's last glories fade 
Thy solitary voice 
‘The same bold anthem sung 
When Nature's frame was young; 
'No longer shall rejoice 
‘The woods where erst it rung, 








‘Lament, lament, wild river! 
‘A hand js on thy mane 
‘That will bind thee ina chain 
[No force of thine can sever. 
‘Thy furious headlong tide, 
In murmurs soft and low, 
Is destined yet to glide 
‘To meet the lake below: 
"And many & bark shall ride 
‘Securely on thy breast, 
"To waft across the main, 
Rich stores of golden grain 
From the valleys of the West. 
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INDIAN SUMMER 


By the purple haze that lies 
On the distant rocky height, 
By the deep blue of the skies, 
By the smoky amber light 
‘Through the forest arches streaming, 
Where Nature on her throne sits dreaming, 
And the sun is scarcely gleaming 
‘Through the cloudlets, snowy white, 
Winter's lovely herald greets us, 
‘Ere the ice-crown'd tyrant mects us. 


‘This dreary Indian Summer day 
Attunes the soul to tender sadness; 
‘We love, but joy not in the ray; 
Te is not summer's fervid gladness, 
But a melancholy glory 
Hovering softly round decay, 
Like swan that sings her own sad story, 
"Bre she floats in death awa} 


6. CATHARINE TRAILL 
‘THE GRAVES OF THE EMIGRANTS 


Here are some verses written as the thoughts occurred to me on the 
‘graves of the Emigrants, These household graves became the more inter- 
esting to me on learning that, when a farm is disposed of to a stranger, 
‘the right of burying their dead is generally stipulated for by the former 
possessor. —CP.T. 


sleep not where their fathers sleep, 
‘In the village churchyard’s bound; 
‘They rest not ‘neath the ivied wall 
‘That shades that holy ground; 


Nor where the solemn organ’s peal 
Pours music on the breeze 

‘Through the dim aisles at evening hour, 
(Or swells among the trees; 


[Nor where the turf is ever green, 
‘And flowers are blooming fair, 

Upon the graves of ancient men 
‘Whose children rest not there; 


Nor where the sound of warning bell 
Floats mournfully on high, 
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And tells the fale of human woo— 
That all who live must die 


Where, then, may rest those hardy sons, 
‘Who left their native shore 

To seek a home in distant lands, 
‘Beyond the Atlantic's roar? 


‘They sleep in many a lonely spot 
Where mighty forests grow; 

Where stately oak and lofty pine 
‘Their darkling shadows throw. 


‘The wild bird pours her matin song 
“Above their lonely graves; 
‘And far away in the stlly night 
Is heard the voice of waves. 


Fair lilies, nursed by weeping dews, 
Unfold their blossoms pale; 

‘And spotless snow-flowers Tightly bend 
Low to the passing gale. 


‘The firely lights her litle spark 
‘To cheer the leafy gloom, 

Like Hope's blest ray that gilds the night 
‘And darkness of the tomb. 


Where moss-grown stone or simple eross 
Ts silent record keeps, 

“There, deep within the forest shade, 
‘The lonely exile sleeps. 


7. RHODA ANNE Pace (1826-1863) 


‘Thomas Page! of Cobourg and his two literary daughters, Eliza- 
beth Agnes and Rhoda Anne, are among numerous cultured people 
of the old Newcastle District whose literary achievements were 
appreciated in their own day, and for a generation afterwards, but 
hhave since been neglected, Rhoda Anne's early poetical works were 
published in her lifetime in a small rare booklet entitled Wild Notes 
from the Back Woods (Cobourg, 1850), and by wide search in 
contemporary periodicals the Editor has located about a dozen of 
her subsequent poems. She first resided at “The Pines,” a few miles 
northeast of Cobourg, but upon her marriage to William B, Falkner 
she removed to the vicinity of Rice Lake. The vicissitudes of family 

‘Tomas Page was editor of the Neweastle Farmer inthe late eighteen-fortis. 
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life restricted her subsequent literary work. She died on December 
7, 1863, and her grave is in the small but beautiful Church of Eng- 
land cemetery at Gore’s Landing," Many of her works have a sad 
and melancholy tone, for she was often depressed by the trials of 
life and the sadness of illness and death. Sit John Macdonald was 
impressed by her patriotic song, “St. George's Flag,” and requested 
a copy of it; but her “Voices from the Woods” and other nature 
poems have perhaps a larger share of true poetry in their com- 
position, 








VOICES FROM THE Woops 
Colonist, November 15, 1850] 





[Toronto Bi 


‘We talk of lifeless things, and creatures dumb, 
Of stocks and stones, and voiceless flowers and trees, 
‘To me there seems strange eloquence to come 

‘From every one of thes. 


One eve T wandered in the quiet wood, 

‘The light leaves rusted in the summer gale, 

‘Whose sighing through the forest solitude 
‘Went like a spirits wail. 


‘The tall oak reared his branches to the sky, 
Lordly and proud—the stately and the strong— 
‘The type of daring thoughts and actions high 








‘A woodland king he seemed, but near 

Drooped gracefully a weeping willow tree; 

‘That spake of strength and might and manhood’s pride, 
This of Homilty. 


For its green branches bent them to the sod, 

‘And softly kissed the lovly daisy’s face, 

‘As if the humblest workmanship of God 
‘Were worthy an embrace. 


“The trembling aspen quivered in the breeze, 

‘Wavering like weakness in temptation’s breath, 

‘But the still solemn cypress grew by these, 
‘And preached unshaken Faith, 


4A later and more famous poet, Archibald Lampman (1861-1899), is close 
connesed with ths beatiful vilage, where he spent sven years of boybood, 
Gove Landing named affer Capsin Thomas Scar Gore. who owned 365 
S565 ong the shore in 1840, He diod fo 1858, The setlemest was at ealed 
Tuy's Tavern, David Ty Delay "a very respectable Scotchman.” 
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‘And the dark, sullen, sombre hemlock there, 

‘Stood dull and choerless as despondency, 

But a sweet briar was blooming, fresh and fair, 
“Hard by the gloomy tree. 


‘And round his rugged trunk her branches twined, 
‘All rich with scented leaves, and buds, and flowers, 
‘Sweet as the gentle words and accents kind, 

“That brighten grie’s dark hours. 


‘Obt many a voice from the sequester’d wood 

In the deep calm of a still summer even, 

May whisper to the soul in thoughtful mood, 
‘Wisdom that comes from Heaven. 


FLOWER FANCIES 
[Cobourg Star, June 13, 1855] 


ROSE 


A crown! a crown! to grace the garden's Queen, 
‘A crown of dew-gems, stolen from old night; 
‘A diamond here, and there an emerald sheen, 
‘And there pale pearl with its trembling light; 
But let the glowing ruby shun the sight, 
‘Lest it grow pale and wan with jealousy, 
‘And sicken into dimness with despite, 
At tins that do its own outvie. 
[Bid her to raise her graceful head full high, 
‘And crown her as an Empress should be crown’, 
‘And call her sister flowers that cluster nigh, 
‘And bid them circle her and hem her round— 
‘Lot Beauty's train once more their Goddess-Queen surround! 








LILY OF THE VALLEY 


‘Ob! beautiful vale Lily! sweet and sainted, 
Like a pale nun in holy cloister dress, 
‘Thy graceful bells low-drooping, as they fainted 
Beneath the weight of their own loveliness; 
Shrinking alike from Zephyr’s cool caress, 
"And the hot kisses of the Sun-King’s ray, 
In modest walk and quiet humbleness, 
Blooming unseen thy virgin life away; 
‘The dows steal to thee at the close of day, 
(Tears that kind angels weep o'er this world’s woe), 
‘And in thy green leaf nests the weary fay, 
‘And cools his hot cheek on thy bosom's snow, 
‘And sleepeth in lovedreams thy pearly domes below. 
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RICE LAKE BY MOONLIGHT! 





INTER SCENE 


‘Moonlight upon the frozen Lake! how radianty smiles 
‘The Queen of solemn midnight upon all is fair Isles, 

‘And the starry sparkling frost-work, that, like a ehain of gems, 
‘Hangs upon each Tair ise’s brow in glitering diadems. 


How stlly lies the sleeping take, how sill the quiet river, 

‘As though some wizard-spell had laid their waves at rest for ever; 
Murmurs abroad the hoarse night wind, waves every leafless tree,— 
Yet not one ripple stirs thy breast, oh! proud Otonabee, 


How strange it i, this death in life, this mute and stirless show, 
‘While we know the prison'd waters are heaving yet below, 

Like the cold calm look the strong mind may to lip and brow impart, 
‘While ceaseless care, like canker-worm, is gnawing at the hear. 


Light, but no warmth—a dancing gleam—while all is cold beneath, 
Like the sweet smile that mocks us yet upon the face of death; 
While yet the dead lip wears so much of beauty and of bloom, 
We scatce can look on it and think of darkness and the tomb. 


[How quiet in the Moon's pale light the tiny islands le, 
Down-looking to the waveless lake, up-gazing to the sky, 

‘Shumb'ring beneath her holy beam like children lull'd t0 rest, 
‘Watch'd by a mother's loving eyes—upon that mother’s breast. 


‘Awake, awake, oht sleeping Lake, at the wild sind-spri’s call, 
‘Wake in thy summer's joyousness, shake off the Frost-king’s thrall; 

For back t0 wood, and stream, and brake, glad spring retums once more, 
‘And thy merry waves shall break again in music on the shore. 








How many changes hast thou seen, since first the sunbeams smile, 
‘Through the dimtwinkling forest leaves, glanc'd down on wave and isle; 
Ere yet upon thy sunay banks a mortal footstep trod, 
‘Or any eye had look'd on thee, except the eye of God. 


“The dusky tribes that knew thee first have vanish’d from the scene, 
‘And searcely left a wreck behind to tell of what hath been; 

Yet still through time, and chance, and change, smile the fair lake and river, 
[AS pure and bright and beautiful, and shadowiess as ever. 





‘Man dies, and is forgotten, his monuments decay, 
His very memory passes like a dream of yesterday; 

But the glorious trophies of His might that God himself hath plana’ 
"Till earth and heaven pass away, unchangeable shall stand, 





‘his and the remaining three pooms are reprinted (rom Wild Notes from the 
Back Woods. 
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‘ST, GEORGE’S FLAG 


St. George for merry England, ho! up with the pennon brave! 
It hath streamed o'er many a conquered land, o'er many a distant wave; 
Up with the zed cross banner! ‘tis a glorious sight to see, 

‘The noblest fag that ever flew, stream out so fair and fee. 





It floated o'er proud Acre's towers in day’ long passed away, 
‘When Lion Richard led his host at the holy tomb to pray 
And sill the Crescent paler waned before the hallowed sign, 
‘That few in triumph o'er thy fields, ob! sacred Palestine. 





It cheered Old England's stalwart sons thro’ Cressy's hard won fray, 
It waved o'er royal Henry's head on Agincourt’s proud day; 

‘The sultry breath of sunny Spain its crimson cross has fanned, 

And gallant hosts have borne it on through India's burning land. 


Oh! many a flag of gaudier hue the fanning breeze may wave, 
‘But none that bears & nobler name, more stainless or more brave 
‘None that hath Jed more dauntiss hearts to battle for the right, 
‘None that hath flown more proudly o'er the crimson field of fight. 





Up with the brave old banner then! the peerless and the bold, 
‘True hearts will rally round it yet as in the days of old 
‘And stil on every English lip the thrilling ery shall be: 
‘St. George for merry England, ho! God and our own country!" 


THE OLD MAN'S DEATH SONG 


Nay! leave the old man to dic! 

[All whom he loved are gone before, 

‘They have landed alone on a brighter shore, 

‘And earth is joyless, and cold, and dim, 

thas lost its beauty and light for him, 
Leave, leave the old man to die! 


Call him not back to earth! 

‘There are spirit voices that bid him come, 

Would ye Keep the wanderer from his home? 

Would ye woo the bird to his cage again? 

Would ye rivet the freed slave's broken chain? 
Call him not back to earth! 


Lay him down, lay him down to sleept 
‘Make the old grave more deep and wide, 
‘Where long have slumbered his child and bride, 
One in her youthful matron glee, 
(One in his joyous infancy, 

Make the grave wide and deep! 


POETICAL PRODUCTIONS 439 


oll not the passing bell! 
Mourn for the dead who have passed from earth 
In manhood’s glory or boyhood!'s mirth; 
‘The old man hath drank from Life's cup of woe, 
‘And his spirit is weary and glad to go, 

Bid him a long farewell! 





FROST ON THE WINDOW 


‘There's not a thing that Nature's hand hath made, 
However simple be its outward seeming 

‘To careless eye or listless ear displayed, 
‘But hath a hidden meaning, 


Allke, unto the Saint's or Atheists ear, 
“The anthem of the woodland choir is given; 
(One hears the lark, what doth the other heat? 
‘A hymn of praise to heaven. 


The glowing rainbow steals its silent march 
‘Athwart the sky when raindrops gem the sod, 

‘One sees three gorgeous hues in Heaven's arch, 
‘And one the law of God. 


‘The winter moon was shining coldly bright: 
‘The birds and leaves had left the trees together, 

‘Save, here and there, one that on some lone height 
‘til braved the’ bitter weather. 


“And o'er the window erept the hoary frost, 
With many a wayward freak and curious antic, 
In varied lines, that quaintly blent and crossed 
In tracery romantic. 


Here, bloomed a wreath of pure pale flowers, 
“As hucless as the faded check of death; 

‘There, rose tall pinnacles and Gothic towers, 
‘That melted with a breath, 


‘And trees and foliage rich—the tinted oak, 
‘The willow, wan and stil, Ike setled grief, 
‘The hazel, easy bent but hardly broke, 
‘And varying maple leaf— 


‘That changes stil its green or crimson hue 
With every seson, autumn, spring, or summer, 
Sycophantic like, donning a livery new 
"To welcome each new comer. 
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‘The gentle moonbeam Kissed the silvery pane 
With a most sisterike and chaste caress, 
As if it fain a fellowship would claim, 
With such pure loveliness. 


‘And stil more beautiful the magic ray 
‘Made all it rested on, leaf, flower, and tree, 

‘And lingered there, like innocence at’ play 
With staintess purity, 


‘Oh! beautiful it was to watch them there, 
‘Those varied forms, so gracefully fantastic, 
‘The handiwork, so delicately fair, 
Of Nature's fingers plastic, 


‘And as I gazed, methought such sights were given 
[Not to our gross material senses solely, 

But to the soul, like messengers from Heaven, 
Prompting pure thoughts and holy. 


‘There's not a thing that Nature's hand hath made, 
However simple be its outward seeming, 

To careless eye or listless ear displayed, 
But hath @ hidden meaning. 


8. Kah-ge-ga-gah-bowh (Gonce CoPway, 1818-1863) 


George Copway was born in the autumn of 1818 near the mouth 
of the Trent. His father belonged to the Crane, and his mother to 
the Eagle tribe. His great-grandfather is said to have been the first 
Chippewa to settle in the Rice Lake district, long the territory of 
the Hurons. His father was an hereditary chief and medicine man, 
and known as an excellent hunter. A Wesleyan missionary, the 
Reverend James Evans, taught him to read, and he was a convert 
to Methodism in 1830. Four years later he was serving as a mis- 
sionary among the Lake Superior and Ilinois tribes, where he is 
said to have travelled 185 miles on foot within two days to obtain 
food for starving companions 

Tn 1839 he was back at the Indian Village (Hiawatha), on Rice 
Lake. In 1840 he married Elizabeth Howell, daughter of an Eng- 
lish officer in Toronto; and she and her sister suffered many hard- 
ships when they accompanied him into the Indian territories west 
‘of Lake Superior. A son was born in 1842. Copway subsequently 
lectured in England and Scotland, and in 1850 attended the Peace 
Congress in Frankfurt, Germany. In addition to the remarkable 
poetical work, The Ojibway Conquest, reprinted herewith, the 
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Michigan Historical Commission lists Pa-mah-duk ke-ne-bood 
(Life and Death) as published in Indian verse with translation, in 
New York, December 24, 1850. His prose works, partly autobio- 
graphical, are rambling and at times incoherent. In appearance he 
was tall, handsome, and muscular, and he had fine manners. He 
died near Pontiac, Michigan, in 1863. His Indian name, Kah-ge- 
gt-gah-bowh, means “He who stands forever.” 

‘The friendship between Henry Wadsworth Longfellow and 
George Copway, occurring as it does near the time of publication 
of The Ojibway Conquest, suggests that Longfellow may well have 
aided him in its composition, or at least polished the manuscript 
before it went to press. The references to Copway are found in Vol- 
‘ume II, pp. 135 et seq., of Samuel Longfellow’s Life of Longfellow 
(Boston, 1886), though there is no listing in the index. In his 
Journal for February 26, 1849, Longfellow wrote; “Kah-ge-ga- 
gah-bowh, an Ojibway preacher and poet, came to see us. The 
Indian is a good looking young man. He left me a book of 
autobiography.” Elsewhere he refers to him as an Ojibway Chief, 
and on April 12 he attended one of Copway's lectures—“A. 
rambling talk, gracefully delivered, with a fine various voice, and 
a chief's costume with little bells jangling upon it, like the bells 
and pomegranates of the Jewish priests.” Two days later he at- 
tended a second: “He described very graphically the wild eagles 
teaching their young to fly from a nest overhanging a precipice on 
the Pictured Rocks of Lake Superior.” On June 13, 1850, Long- 
fellow’s journal says that Copway came to tea. Other references 
thereafter are in a letter to Ferdinand Freiligrath, a German poet 
whom Copway visited while attending the peace conference in 
Germany. In the letter, dated July 16, 1851, Longfellow wrote: 








Copway returned with very grand and gracious accounts of you, and 
described in flowing colors the “merry night at Cologne”. . . . But the 
precious books you sent me he has not yet delivered. I have written to him 
Tately about them; and if they are not forthcoming I shall raise such a war- 
‘whoop that it wil frighten him. 


Copway is a good story-teller, and The Ojibway Conquest bears 
much resemblance to Arnold's Sohrab and Rustum. Following the 
fashion of his day, and no doubt his own inclination, he draws the 
characters of his epic poem in the “noble savage” tradition. If there 
are defects in his work there are also many beauties, and it is fiting 
that belated justice should be done to this Rice Lake Indian by 
resurrecting his poetry and bringing The Ojibway Conquest: a Tale 
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of the Northwest to the attention of his fellow-Canadians a century 
Iter. 
Copway dedicated the poem to his wife: 


0 BLIZA 
1 have no words to tll the loveines 

Which breathes ote thy Tae form: then how much les 
‘he Bright, the pur, the beautiful the blest 

Wit we thle rmony within thy res 

When after weary wanderings by wood, 

‘Ant lake, and scam, and mountain wis Txood 
‘Spon thy isand home, thy giles hear 

‘Avhealing welcome gave. When forced to par, 

‘Aad the fail Bark, tat oer the waters bore 

‘Me on my way at ist from thy loved shore, 
Receled'in the distance from thy ie, 

‘Thy lovely hand waved a most sweet ‘din, 

Fait daughter! accept ths tibate of breast, 

Rich in thy amuls, bath been 0 rely Best 


NOTE TO THE READER 


Of all the numerous and populous tribes of Indians found inhabiting 
‘the northern part of this continent at the time of its discovery, the Sioux 
‘and Ojibways alone retain anything like their original character. 

Of these two tribes or nations the Ojibways inhabit principally the 
‘mountainous country about Lake Superior, extending south to the plains 
of Illinois or Wisconsin, and on the west bordering on that of the 
Sioux, between whom and they have had a bloody warfare [sic]. The 
Mississippi valley now forms a common boundary, with the exception 
of the upper or the head of the great river. 

Itis a well-known fact, known by all who have travelled among them 
for who are conversant with their past history, and, as traditions trans- 
mitted to the present races indicate, that all the country lying south and 
‘west of the head of Lake Superior once belonged to the Sioux. By a 
‘constant warfare carried on for a great many years, and a succession of 
isfortunes and defeats, the Sioux were at length compelled to abandon 
to their more fortunate enemies all of their possessions east of the Mis- 
sissippi river, and even a not inconsiderable portion on the west of its 
‘more northern sources, Tradition says that the last decisive battle was 
fought near the islands of the south-west end of the Superior, known 
as the ‘Apostle Islands’, on a point where La Point now stands. Tt is on 
this circumstance that the following tale is founde?. 

This is given in a form which may be interesting to some who other- 
‘wise might not be interested in the nation, —whose ever kind intercourse 
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with the pale faces has ever been apparent. None who have lived any 
length of time among us could but have observed the manner of relating 
historical narrations of by-gone days to the children, as the Ojibways do. 
‘Tam very glad to think that justice has been done to them by many 
writers in theit tales, and the peculiar romance which belong to them. 
A residence of Teba-koo-ne-wa-we-ne-neh, in the remote west, origi- 
nated the tale which is now presented to the public. 
KAH-GE-GA-GAH-BOWH, 
Ojibway Nation. 





New York, April 25, 1850. 


‘Taz Ostpway Conquest* 


‘THE sr. LOUIS ‘The reindeer there roams feet and 
ee, 
‘There isa stam that hath its rise And men as wild and fet as he, 


Beneath the veil of northern skies, Though small in size, of iron mould, 
Where frosts and snows elernal meet No fear of storms, n0 thought of cold, 














Tn wild array the wanderers feet, With limbs unchiled,unslackened pace, 
around, ‘They flety follow in the chase, 

is fast in icy festers bound rom dawa tl twilight paints the west? 
A loony, wild a dreary waste Without a moment lent to Tet, 
Aslever the eye of man embraced; | Then stretched at length upon the 
‘Where shrub, if shrub perchance be snows, 

there, ‘Till morn they find a sweet repose. 
Blooms) not es elsewhere, fresh and 

fair, ‘An! litde knows the child of ease, 
But sinted, bace, and small of growth, Whom everything is ced to please, 
Ie pestes to the earth 3s Toath ‘To whose convenience every shore, 
‘To spread its branches where the breeze From North and South must yield ie 
Which pastes, hisses but 0 freeze, store, 
And if lower should rear is head And o'er whose wall protected form 
‘From sich inhospitable bed, ‘There never beats the trezing storm; 





When thawing snows may yield a day 
‘To summer sins resiless $a 
Its lower which doth not bl 
By fronts that loth its leaves tn whit, 
But smifes en from its bel of sp0W 
iho Gee Ma head waters of Lake Superior are an 
Eee tevepes Oe ee active andthe most energetic race 
The footnotes to this poem were Long journeys were performed in times 
sumbered in the original; in'most other of war, and’ with Tite or no res dur 
Criginal texts in this volume asterisks ing the day” of Hunting. One. would 
were Used. hardly credit the feats they cam. pet- 
“in the north and northowest there form in the dead of winter Over ill 
is ‘kind of fower which matures Tate and down ravines, covered. with snow, 
the Tall, and stil blossoms in the they. make” theit seow-shoe | tack, 
ead of winter. There isa strange con- Though the forestworl, the tres 
trast beoween is snowy’ bed and is deli heavily Tadened with sow, they seck 
cate hues In spring it diet with the the g1me: and this is done day after 
Snow, and agein reappears in the fall. day through the period of life. 


"The facility to endure long journeys 
and fatigues has long been the adanrae 
ton of the people abroad. Those Indians 
Who lived in the north and about the 
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Ab! litle knows he of the woes 

‘Which gather round the life of those 

Who live, ia nature's rudest mood, 

Tn these deep haunts of solitude, 

For though the tempest's power bath 
“wrought 

‘To! their bold minds, with danger 
“aught, 

‘Tough Youth and manhood, and old 





used in their accostomed sag, 
She toy bared to vey wad 

‘he che tat aes th der behind, 
‘The tegeen want the oqunt fast 
Break op ie best fob a as 
‘And late © wreck is dro to ae 
feat was once 0 bal and free 


1. THE STREAM 


“Thou fair St. Louis! such the scene? 
From which thy waters flow; 

‘But diferent far the land of green 
"To which from thence they go: 


“There most ever be a pec iterest 
aached to the St Lots River, iting 
from the consideration that iti the 
source ofthat mighty chin of 
Waters, Which, ater pouring thelr tide 
{hough "more than Halt te extent of 
the wester ry at ast ie 
charge themscives in the Gulf of St 
‘Lawrence, where they mingle with and 
fe lon in thove of the Atlantic. Bot 
Thad not thi fact to. drw an 
tere around the character of the 
fiver io i suchas fo Jeave an im 
Presson upon the mind of one who has 
Eide upon is pure waters not easly 
{o be forgotten The varity of i 
fenery, the oauty of eve 
‘lees he rapid and whining tos of 
faves, and the high elif of rocks 
whore it swells ite maddening ‘ome 
Sl this can be seen in the St Louis 
Shout the exteme west end of Lake 
Superior and one can follow i 
through is varios windings, now nat: 
row and then widens Ike’ ake, THe 
‘eenery about the Bead of Lake Superior 
ft pictrenque and grand, and a ite 
Ya) up, farther on, dashing with in 
stu fory through some narrow 
Focky pase, or ove fll fom whose 
helt the beholder Becomes diy in 

















For many a fog, long mile they speed, 
"Through fart, brighter lands, 

‘Trang ad free like a noble seed 
‘Unchecked by rider's hands; 

From their fr source to where they pour 
nto bright Superior’ ie, 

‘tis wid natur on thy sore, 
"Man hath not carbed thy id; 

‘Bt on thot fowest in thy might 
Uatuintd as wea God 

First called thee sparkling unto ight, 
"At his restive nod. 

“The vale through which thy wate 
"Heep, 

‘The forest shade, the craggy steep, 

‘The cataract who thunder ile 

‘The echocs of am undred ills 

‘The deep raving, the precious ine, 

te rer tensa dy aren ine, 

‘Such isthe path thy waters 

Ere lox wifin the Ocean Lake 

OF often on thy limit seam, 

id trom the aoon fides salty beam 

By tree whose lant branches cast 

1 deep shade oer me a pated, 

‘lath iy light bark now danced alo 

Teme of moe cualed ae? 

(F floating, tke th Tighe ir, 

Woy wh the curren tire, 

‘While T'have passed hoor afer howr, 

Benesth the scene's enchanting power, 

‘The mectet perfume on the a 

‘From thowsand wild Sowers growing 
here, 

‘And colors of the brighest hue 

Gn every side that met the views 

‘The wid ose, with Ra sweets beguiling 

‘Aoog the shore 0 brightly silo, 

‘Whose peal fling on the wave, 

‘Thole wn fue tothe correntgxve: 

‘The mellow light of diferent des, 

Which came from forest shaded skin, 

The stiles overall hat det 

So\deep it could almost be felt 

Al thee have beld me many a day 

‘wiling copie to hee swuy 
who that has art to fel 


looking down, make the voyage one of 
‘contin excitement and delight. We 
fight here presenta. more minute 
fescription of the onward windings of 
this river, but we forbear at present, 
believing none will contradict us when 
wwe say itis not less in grandeur than 
the scenery on the North River. 
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Would barter one such hour as this, 
For all the gay world can reveal, 
(Or all it ever knew of Bis! 
‘Pleasures! in vain the precious gema 
Ye seek in fashion’s heartless throng, 
“Ask those who seek there, ask them 
Who sought dhe Roating phantoms long, 
‘There's not 2 joy that throng ca 


Which doesnot cost a pang more deep: 
"There® nota please it bids lve, 
But lulls some virtue ito sleep. 


IML, THE DANCE, 


isha ses ay 
aah ee 
ich overlooks St. Lous tide 
Seer 
Ce lala 
Searels 
padres 
es cert ey 
pled terial 
are eee 
oe ore 
iremeneonern 
Eg ek deat 
res weir ae 
= 
pea aaa 
Poskere min 
Reore ret 
een 
A flag most curiously made Ramee 
ooo ook EM 














“There is no time in which an Tndian 
brave adoro his person with so rae 
fare at when going to war, Here the 
‘warrior ‘Taye. ase. the” encombering 
Ertles of dest worn at other Ges, 
snd only. wears those light and yet, 
‘often “eniemely “oraménta, wich, 
Without confining inthe last the fee 
nd easy moton of every lin, exhibits 
their fine forms othe es” possible 
vantage 

‘The Teather ag isthe fag. which 
wear and, in some pars, is yet ied 
“The feathers of the Fare aay ease are 
Ineed’topeier over four feet long 
When ready for war, this i stack fo 


Of every shade of coloring. 
He was youth, in whom combined 
Al that was bright in form and mind; 
‘The noble forehead, broad and high, 
‘The foul that shone within his eye, 
‘The thoughts which o'er his features 


eee 

fn guick and ever varying shade, 

‘The limbs where srength was Seen to 
‘wll 

In every fll and vel 

Distingibed him Sone of thse 

‘Where natures fairest gifts repo — 

ME-GESI—such the name he bore 

‘he Esse of the Loney Shore 

‘Ad he planted inthe 

‘That plnioas shaft amid the sound 

(Of drtm, and song, and econg shou 

He looked like Mars himselt come ut 

1 take asin the day of yore, 

‘The van pon the Rel of gore. 

‘Around thi shaft with messed pace 

Bich warrior found ready place, 

‘Ac soon the ling fos avance 

‘And mingling inthe wld wardance, 

‘White ever and anon loud 

nd piercing, whoop" rose from the 
rome, 

ending ts scents, shill and clear; 

In annwering echoes far and near, 

‘Aod when they died in a away, 

55h "wart tat dread aay” 

Stood ke a atte planted deep, 

So all and Sem ther tack they keep: 

While at each paune a brave advanced 

he slag thea round him 

lancet, =; 

‘And in ride eloquence porte 

‘The havoc he in war had made, 














the contre ofthe warpaty, while now 
Sint then the standardbearer waver I, 
wile the rest send 8 piercing thoUt {© 
reaver. 
The drum is one of the prin 

lnsrosents wot need fs ts ot tat 
reparations, and at all times, and ale 
Thoth very unmosical to face ers in 
the. shined ‘work, i by ts Bel. 
ret etimaton. It is made by tbily 
etching a pace of deere over & 
hoop ab somewhat resembles stam. 
Dorie. ‘The dromatick i 4 pce of 
‘wood with short cross at dae end, 
With which the drum i besten 





46 ‘THE VALLEY OF THE TRENT 


‘The feats of bravery be had done,? 

‘The selpe from slaughtered vicis 

‘As well of fallen warrior bold, 

‘As wife and child, of these he told 

‘And as he held them out to view, 

Some’of them yet of fresh Blood hue, 

And. raised the war whoop loud and 
high, 

With Swelling breast and flashing eye, 

He seemed again amid the strife 

‘With which he fale ad. been a0 rife, 

‘That morn had pealed the rolling dram 

‘Amid the ery "They come! They come! 

The Sioux! The Sioux!” And’ at the 
‘ound, 

Each Wwarrio’s foot was on the ground, 

‘And. Knife’ to Knife, and. Breast 10 
rest, 

‘The douieful strife they long, contest 

‘They fought as though thelr blood 

‘Resumed again when ceased the 
slaughter, 

‘They fought tike men whose deadly 
hate 

Nothing but death could satiate. 

Ta Soe a kg se foc 








Arn lave to foe a hardearned fel 
Some fed and some mere captive ted 
Beer to have een i the ded, 
iter by far for though tonict 
“Thy ave fom dent brit rel, 
‘Thgjve Hot ce fr wel Be} 
‘Tomorrow comes the fatal blow, 
Iecomes wit al the crel art 
Hate can invent to wring the heart, 
When should tall or pel to fear, 
They die witout a 








Despised alike by foe and frend, 


"At the public dances of our nation 
fs the only place where any one can 
boast of bravery. and it not expected 
2'rave should beast stall times bot 
‘tu such ‘places ‘of thelr exploits in 
trate On! ach oscasons T have sat to 
Tsten” to" their bold sloguence” and 
faphic. description, tnt my own 
Frets iresistibly caught the passionate 
feelings of thee 


1V. THE WENDIGO 


“The dance is o'er, the revel past 
‘And of that savage how the ost 
‘seh throwa hil? upon the ground 
‘And bis tecstomed slmber foun. 
Clue by their sie the capes sep, 
‘in thot sed thre note was 
For hind and foot securely te, 
Vain wore the effort that they tried 
To shake fom of thei ibe the thong 
Which bound them in its fold. 90 
Vain id say:—no, one was thers, 
Who, though the Bands he kaew to 
While oye of fe was om him teat — 
‘And to bis skill» castion lent 
‘When watchful eyes were sunk fo ex, 
‘And neared rsthing heaved ti 
Treas, 
Could fear those shackles from his 
es, 
‘Asveasy a8 the spiders mesh 


woul! not ike to hazard the ase 
tion i this eaighened age, that there 
W'soch a thing. as mage or super 
‘atural agency smong the Indian, bt 
Tost ‘confess myset unable. stall 
have done who have. witnessed those 
tshibtion, to” account for steac- 
{only one of those Indi who pre 
{ends fo" have an intercourse with 
Spirits wil permit hime to be bound 
Wands and fect then wrapped closely 
Ins blanket or deers ds, 
‘stound bis whole body with cords and 
thongs as long and. as tightly a the 
incredulity of ay one preset may soe 
ft'to continue the operation, ater 
‘which fe is thrown itor smal lodge 
He bogins alow, unintelligible inca: 
{ation To the gods, and inreases in 
api and londness until be works 
hime up into a great pitch of Soom 
tng or real frenzy, st wich ime, ox 
sly ‘thece of four minutes afer being 
Dl in, be opens the lodge and throws 
fut the thongs snd hides with which 
fe was bound without a single knot 
ting untied or fd daplced hime 
Siting calm and frov on the ground 
Carver, in his travels, gives a trou 
Si interesting secount of an exh 
tion of this ind. acompanied with 
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The frosts of many wioters sped 
rad left heir wace upon his head, 
Hs life, which passed sn constant Wars, 
Had marked him with 3 thousand sears, 
But every tron muscle told 

‘That vigor had not yet erown old 

He might have lost Youth's spring and 





ence, 
‘But strength had well supplied their 
ace. 
ether hy foree or magic spell 
‘He burst his shackles, none could tell, 
‘Yet never, but for one brief hour, 
Hid they pon his Tinbs 4 power 
‘Among his native brethren famed 
‘For many years he had been named 
For feats of strength and wondrous at, 
‘The WEN DI GO OF ICY HEARTS 
In the days strife of ancient foes, 
‘To which this night had brovght @ 
‘lose, 
‘His heavy blows, which fo! tke rain, 
Had worked his way with beaps of 
‘lain. 
‘Through yielding ranks he held his 


place, 
‘Tl Ti rock st whose firm base 

‘The ocean breaks in murmurs hoarse, 
MEGIST checked his onward course. 


Popes, which was astonishingly fut 
Rita Rou who" poss this Se pre: 
feed atm pet comet and ees 
them ftom ther bonds You soy thst 
‘Sperion, Moc of the se Kind 
Tuong the’ pale fen T flor the 
India bad seo fave, meses 
stiong then 

‘ie Wen--go, in the Hea ofthe 
Indias, monster who lives tthe 
orth speratral Slog whe reams 
oot the far in seach of ct 
forte tre on human fab. He 
repeated to be ar tall the pine 
frecg a whinge tread” is heard 
‘road him wherver he i frost and 
Sli are hh companion: he f devord 
St tetng~tey hearts i is belived 
toes batt bees Ventegee yt 
Isterous proces and if yond 
‘ppored to ecome one he imme 
‘inky patches, When e Wend 
fan be hile tis only done by men 
‘tho are suppose! to havea song 
Sim, or an say of favorites fromthe 
soins to aid them 























‘As springs the tiger om his prey 
Wien ‘presed” by ‘huage, 90 rang 
they 
Reckiis of all that might oppose, 
They ished upon each other Bows 
‘And grappled witha force thy fel 
{To which the grasp of vice of sel 
‘Would be an ifants touch. The tate 
‘Then Masher guek in dnaly site 
They fought se though on them sione 
‘The forines of the Gay were thrown 
“hey fought as it they” provly ft 
On fo mean fe ther Blows were deal 
Pach neve to is ast tension wrought 
Like meting thonder bots they fought 
‘The WEN DIOS superior strength 
Gercame youth's sppleness at Length, 
Xa wnie MeGiSt ely Blea, 
He ofthe icy heart succes; 
His Wade i raed to strike the blow, 
he lst he need to sik, when 1 
7s threstening rm all sudden stops, 
‘And down as by 2 palsy ops 
Tie sous moment xe. 
hen yied at ME-OLSTS wl 
‘Ani captive now ad captor teeing, 
Side by" sie are calmly seeping 


Midnight had passed, and there they 
a 


In reit-unbroke, that warsor band: 
‘The powerfl confit of the ay 
Tad Tow relaxed each iron hand. 
“The moon, too, now had ink to rest 
Behind the fils which skit the west, 
‘And damp mists from the ter rose, 
‘Aad ofer the banks in cicles close 
Asitence deep was overall 
Bcept the nay waterfall, 
‘That indistinct by atance, fell 

‘hb and evel 


Upon the brave ME-GI-STS breast, 
‘The touch awoke him quick as thought; 
He sprang upon his fect and caught 
Within one hand his ready blade, 
‘The other on the foeman Id; 

Dot when he save in whet eaim mood 
‘The WEN-DI-GO before him stood, 
He did not strike, but for a space 
‘They looked within each others fece: 
MECOLSI with a blended feeling 

Of awe and wonder o'er him stealing, 
‘And which he could sot all coneeal 
‘By the dim light the stars reveal; 
‘Sternnest and dignity alone 
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Upon the other's features shone. 

‘The WENDI-DO the silence broke, 

As scarce above his breath be spoke, 
‘re you brave? Then follow 






ning cael, 
aks ep that bad n0 Sound, 
‘Tovwake the femen slsping rsd, 
He psd, and ring on before, 
Prod the winding til tat bore 
‘Through wid past of = growth most 
a 
Along the rivers sloping bank. 
MEEISt fore aoe cat 
Ber oe ope! bin an bn poy 
Ierolte, ten uk 
‘ong the track the ete Ie 
‘Andnow by the di sari they 
‘Togo ld thir nent ay 


V. THE CAVE 
‘A league was passed, yet on they 


Whatcer their thoughts, they had no 
vent 

But mute they sill their way pursved, 

Deeper withia the solitude 


At length the youth impatient grown, 
Paused and exclaimed in 90. light 
“that Tam brave no longer thou 
‘Canst dovbs from what thon sest now: 
If thou bedst ‘not that leston learned 
By yesterday's experience earned 

‘The alstance now precludes all fear 
Of treacherous band of listening ear; 
‘Then tell thy wish what eer it be, 


This is an expresion we we in 
ctullenging one soother when we de 
Sire to ensnge another in any enterprise 
hich quires the exerci of hs 
Sbute af the mind. When any one 
{enmlted by another, he immedi 
falls at the’ wigwam, and ino 
‘rough the lodge ars ‘him this gues: 
tom fod if he eas in the afters 
Sn appeal then immediately made "0 
‘eit elatve prowess, If he docs aot 
{2 anower eis inmedintsiy branded 
3S an old woman an appelation for 
a ‘Comards; not that all women are 
‘cowards €or some dea! in cower fa 
Sone counts. 




















‘Thow'l find no coward heart ia me; 
‘Speak! or this knife may shame to wear 
‘Another sheath than that I bear” 
‘Peace, Tool, replied the WEN-DI-GO, 
‘As quick he turned aad struck 2b 
‘That sent the spinning blade to wel 
“They could not hear i where fll 
‘Check thy hot blood, nor deem that 1 
Have brought thee here for treachery. 
‘Think you, had T desied your life, 
Ere you awoke could not my 
Have borne to your unconscious breast 
‘The blow that brings eternal ret? 
have a tale wil pierce thy heart 
Worse than  foeman’s barbed dart 
Doubt not, but follow me; and thea 
‘Turned: and pursued the teal agnin, 
Nor long purued betore around 
A hola rocky pois moun, 
sent its craggy summit high 
‘ot ito the dusty sty, 
‘And terminated in & cove 
Formed by the arching rocks above. 
Here entered they, and on a rock 
‘Torn from the roof by some rude shock 
‘They took their seat A wilder spot 
‘Throughout the universe is not 
As thi which sow thelr seps ad 
‘ound, 
‘Than that by which they were surround. 
Far, far away Beneath the ground 
‘There came a hoarse and. gurgling 
ound 
(OF water into fury lashed, 
‘AS or some precipice "were dashed; 
‘The owl, scared by ther entrance, fed, 
‘And screamed ifs notes above their 
heads 
Lank wolves, whose den the cave had 
een, 
rowed round them 3s they entered in, 
While just without the caverns door 
‘The waters of St. Louis roar, 
As ofr the dizy fall they flow: 
‘And then an hundred fect below, 
‘With deafening sound they bresk and 
‘oll 
In endles sirife and wild turmoil 
"Here in this dark and gloomy prt 
‘The WEN-DI-GO beran—a spot 
Where oft, ts said, the Manitou 
Unveils himself to. human view, 
‘And smiles or frowns as he discovers 
OF truth falsehood they are Tovers— 
Here let me ret while T disclose 
‘Atale may leave us no more foes, 
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‘And the Great Spitit do. by me, 
‘Ag I shall deal in truth with thee 


‘You wonder that I brought you bere, 
But ah! you know not balf how dear 
{eth wld spor to me Srange chance 
‘ich bring again within my lace 
‘The scenes where Tong, Tong winters 
st 
onthe quiet blood of youth flowed 
fas 
1 wandered with my bow well strung 
‘And quiver der my’ moulds ing 
‘And iF my arrow vghtly 
‘ea potted a the wild ints head, 
‘Whatever fortune might bei, 
My merry here war sated 
Here, to, in ater years I roved 
In fondness withthe bride T oveds 
‘This war our home tl that ful 8ay 
When the accuned Oftway 
Rusted down upon us, watering death 
Tike Boil Spits poisoned brent 
‘And with fle heart and bloody hand 
‘rove us from our pateroa lad 
‘Thou knowest well the bred strong 
Hath dwelt bewosn our nations long, 
‘And from this land where now yOu Se 
‘Toe cord Ojtway roving fee 
‘Thou knowest by tht hated race 
‘The Sioor was torn tl not & pace 
By stream or mountain now is ef 
(OF which he hath ot been Beret 
Stange chance! Upon that very a 
‘Wher those we lets lately seeps” 
My wigwam sod. My tides Bight 
[As the ‘unloaded moon at night 
‘Ahpuckoays from ruthes woves 
‘And sng sweet notes which spake of 
Tove, 
le the rae wth pet 
Gambotes, wil happy hear ou boy 
eas a baght and omer’ ye 
“Thay were alone, was away 
Upon the wild deer tale Night fll 
‘And I returned, but who can tel 
‘The engulh ofthat howe! T came 





~WiAbpockway sa kind of mat which 
is made out of the blades of the Tush 
‘olgarly called “cattll” with great skill, 
for the purpose of covering the wig. 
wams of the natives. They appear ata 
distance Bight, and. glisen ‘before the 
Sun. These, too, they make mats for 
thelr beds to repose tpon in the night 


“To sce my wigwam in « fame— 

My wife wor siain~—the purple tide 

‘Wis coring yet warm from he side, 

Bur sil ao sweet was thot fain amie, 

Which shone pon her face the while, 

could not deem her dea, but fons 

Myself pon the ground and clung 

‘ee tig wy 

‘The crimion drop of Boo! that lay 

Sprisled pon her pal checks 

‘And then in id and broken shri 

fondly” called upon her name; 

1 ised Ber is, but closed fn death 

"Those lip from which there came 20 
‘rath 

1 sought my boy, but he was gone 

‘and iia engush and aloe, 

Stood ike am ork the thunder bid 

Had riven at the spirits word? 

‘Tl hae day pasion’ fearfl Bast 

Had ‘never or my spirit passed 

[No angry strife, no withering are, 

No burning cure bod entered ther; 

My brides my" boy, they were the 

‘Ta ever moved my spirits wings 

But as sood and wept to view 

Her own hearts blood my bride dew, 

‘And thought upon the hited foe 

‘oss atm Had) dal the soting 
‘iow, 

ark thoughts within my soul found 


Inlatnge and tightning ike embrace 
Horror sad" anguish and spar 


Our mation believe that thunder is 
caused by a Taege bird which Ties 30 
far up in the sky at not to be visible. 

ise is caused by the motion of 

















Fgmte the object om which i fall. This 
Iappens when fre follows «sake of 
jhtning Whenever lightning sik 20 
beet they think that he Bind shoots 
from its ee s small round stone which 
Produces the. eects and ase You 
{hat if you will dig and examine where 
the lightning enters the ground, hie 
one il, nd bas bola, found. 
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Aone at fist were mingled ther, 
‘Bar those fall ton pve plac fo one 
Deep burning pasion, which alone 
“Took full possion of my tress 
Revenge! Revenge! How T caressed 
‘The darling thought! Al else that ie 
Dems wordy of @ morals stife 
‘Was swallowed up in thi wild thst, 
For vengestce of te fo aceuned. 
Tit upon the tut beside 
‘The murered body of my bride, 
‘Red with ove Nand upon ber bead, 
‘The other with the warm blood red, 
‘There, in he presence of the dead, 
Tvowed my frst and latest breath 
“oats fvengens, df death 
‘Winters hove passed, ‘now 
‘Long sie I mal thai fertl Yow, 
‘Bot never sace that fatal hour 
Hiya moment tow is 
How wel sehath been kept those 
‘Who fail beneath my aom dislove 
Revenge! ir 8 powerful charm 
‘To steal the heart sad nerve the arm, 
‘To give the foot unwonted speed, 
‘And tothe eye in hour of need 
‘Alyn quchnes; rach Fe proved 
‘The pasion that within. me moved 
‘An Mundred warriors hah this band 
‘Ardy sent fo that far land 
‘Where wander shadow of the dead 
By the dim lah Aurora she ® 
‘involve ora soe re 
Dot that Inman 
‘Thee which wield my ited hea 
My brie had ia our happy hours, 
Masked, with the dyer” of various 
flowers 
Such ar our tribe alone em 
‘ur Totem on our ite Boy 








The Indians, unable to account for 
the various phenomenas’ of nature, 
hhave associated with most of them 
some curious superstiéon. ‘The aurora 
borea 
nate the 
apis, the shadowy land, 
‘they gather fa the chase or mingle in 
‘the dances, with which they “amuse 
themselves, 

‘O-se-chog. means shadow, and when 
applied to man, we say, in reference 
{o his soul, his shadow the reality of 
Sich atte they seo yet earnot fel. 

‘Among the Tadians’ each familys 


















1 saw upon thy breast chat sign — 
{knew i wall_Yea! thw arf mine! 
‘My long lot cil! Thy purple vena 
Xo fouf Ojbway ood fastaos 

Ser thy eld form there i no trace 
OF that despises, snake cated race, 
Who, sot contented our far land 

‘To desolate with Hof and brand, 
Must ye oor very sms engage, 
Conte aginst Ge ses to" wage 
Bur there no more thy lon nerves 
Rather tha thou tas foo" sholdet 





‘My blade shall penetrate thy heart 

Een though my’ only’ child thou art 

Ie yet a single spark remains 

(Of noble impulse in thy veins, 

‘And contact with the Ojibway 

Hath ‘not extinguished the last ray 

(Of the proud spirit of thy sires, 

Now, ‘ere the waning night expies, 

Swear 1 revenge the wrongs we beat, 

And here thy murdered” mother’, 
‘rear 

‘The old man ceased, and had the light 

Permitted him the welcome sight, 

He would have seen that haughty ire 

Which fent his eye its dazzling fre, 

‘The features of the youth reveal, 

As thor he answered the eppeal? 


‘hy the dead Manton that dete 
itt thse arched and erage’ dl 
By her wow bight and wale 
Was et me bent in inaacyn 
Pet Se echoes of he Ford 
‘long the caver root was Bar, 
‘And ‘uben they ded aay, 8 eh 
Sah stem crning ono pasty, 











ated by some ditingsished badge 
‘or crest such at the Sgure of a swam, 
deer, rane, eagle, beat, offer of 
ttooie This emblem we calla totem 
‘The laws relative to are somewhat 
curious IIs ot permitted for a male 
Sd tomate to tnuxmarry whose totem 
ieppens to be the sme; they are all 
coltdeted brother anf faery in 
SMoptng of inherting their totem 
Smndng the children, the boys and pls 
take that of wr, tal wometins 
the. gis can only take that of ther 
moter. Ths is ooly true ss t0 the Git 
ferent other nations. 
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Sweet as the swans expiring notes! 
Upon the air around them fats 
“Hush? sid the WEN-DIGO; eis 
My bride come from the bower of bliss, 
Inthe far country of the dead, 

‘To breathe a blessing or thy bead. 
‘Thott shadowy spirit for whose sakel® 
[ive both when I sep and wake, 
‘Whore influence in rest and ste 
Hath been the guide-star of my’ life 
‘And, to revenge whose WrOQgs, "no 








NE toriure could my hand rosa, 

Delay thy ght to the bright shore 

‘Which wie coming, till once more, 

‘Av inthat biter day, swear 

For every tes of thy fae ale 

‘Which dteted thy Bead when laid s0 
‘ow 

1 pluck a scalp trom that of foe. 

Spit Let tis thy sadness cheay 

$F shadows both again we meet"? 





‘Though this is a common-place 
atone hele aout te couse 

‘wre the scenes ae we spook 
2 Hct wih wd fon tnd anon 
Which is the most graceful of all Bird 
whe swan 

‘Like all unenlightened nations, our 
nation have many extemely supers 
floor notions. "They ‘believe the vist 
tion. of the souls of thee departed 
friends not often to be visiblo with a 
fatural body, but they bese them i 
ome way~-by the sighing ofthe winds, 
the hum of eeaion, or fancy they Hd 
‘om the Heey clouds of an evening shy 

“Some of the ideas in reference %0 














explanation which they generally. give 
fof the reason why they Bary thelr dead 
wu weaponn ok Ranting andar 
ood, ‘and. apparel is s0 curious a 

Ingenious that we cannot help relating 
it The Indian is asked why he does 
this His reply ie that the shadow of 
the body has left for the distant west; 
‘thatthe soul needs the shadow of these 
frticles and ‘not. the material, ‘The 
Shadow of these things serves tothe 
foul 3s they did to the body while 








VL. THE COUNCIL 


Upon mountain whose high peak 

‘The very heavens seems 10 see, 

‘Which ict on the southern shore 

And looks Superio’s waters o'r, 

‘Are gathering now the few ho fe, 

‘When yesterday so ily sped 

‘Though the gray dawn’ of mom 
appeared, 

re from the eave their course they 
ese, 

And many a tong mile lay between 

‘Ths ‘place and where the silo had 
ech 

‘The goihered ranks slready show 

MEGS and the WEN-BIGO. 


Quickly they come and silent meet 

\without'4 word or Took to gret, 

Bat cach as up the seep he wound, 

‘Threw himselt mately om the ground, 

‘Til of that satered band the Tas 

Had to his pace tn sence passed 

No darkly apiating trace 

{Could be dscovered inthe f9c8 

Sf trai yout or fcowed ape 

‘To tell of passion’ iwvard 1 

But every brow wae alm and ser, 

Whatever smothered res might bara. 

‘The WEN DI-GO, to whom the lead, 

‘As wel in council asin ded, 

‘Had’ Tong been eiven as his dv, 

For wisdom deep, and courses tue, 

Slowly arose. Thre mas no buts 

(Of pasion in hit words at ft 

Bu"calmly over each event 

‘That marked thelr resent stifle be 

‘And gen his voce grew sadly mild 

‘Av his words turned upon bis child 

‘Whom the great Manion, he Sai, 

Had now restored from the dea 

From which the cheering hoe he dew, 

‘Although thie sumbers might be fem, 

The Manton was sl thet frend, 

‘And wold nt fail them the en 

‘hallowed cause ike theis to less 

‘With signal aod complte success 

But when he dwelt upon the wrong 

‘Which they bad: now endured 0 Tong 

From the fal race of Ojibway 

‘And pointed t0 the land that lay 

Far ar the eye around could roam, 

‘And told them, that was once their 
home, 
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But home from which they were 
expelled, 

‘And now by hated foemen held, 

‘The powers which in his bosom reigned, 

‘But which ull then he ad restrained, 

Burst forth nd like Heavea's lightning 
lowed, 

While every working feature showed 

Which passion held within his sou 

Like fire whea o'er the prairies rushing, 

Gr torrents from a mountain. gushing, 

“The impulse of his own was pressed 

‘With ightlike speed trom breast to 
‘reat 

NNo bosom there but was on fre, 

No heart which didnot glow with ie; 

‘And when he ceased, fn such dead yell 

Upon the air their warwhoop fell, 

‘The wild beast from bis covert fled, 

‘The wild birds screamed above their 
head, 

‘Aad long when from ther lips it died, 

Iteshoed down the mountain's side 








[A tres dicusin then arose 
For every warsor 10 propone 

‘at to each one might sem to show 
“The best advantage der the fo, 


[At no grat distance tothe right, 
‘Aad only hen from their sight” 

By rocky Ss, which lodge on ledge 
[Abrupt fose inthe waters edge, 
hi rae and ile ay 

[A clustering group of lands Ia. 
fers, scattered oe the banks of een 
‘And shady grove, tere might be sen 
‘Many loge wore Bark 20 witel® 





Tlie lodges are made by poles stuck 
inthe round and these met at the 
‘nds wich in meeting Tap over and 
fre ted, and theve are coveted withthe 
wie birch. This Rind of Bark i 
‘ite that when many are seen at's 
AEsance they appear a6 though there 
sere more han What rally the nu 
be 

its uk wad for aon ee 

ne. We cover our wigwams Wid 

Renate our canoe, vessels for water, 
ad the dhes we tied to eat ot of 
Fancy worksores are mae out ofthis 
iat Our tong of war tongs, 
nd. trations ae recorded on his 
tank 








Was sending back the noonday light, 
Upon thes ies the Ojbway, 
Stee, ftom tier homes’ they drove 
“The conquered Siou, had dwel secre, 
‘And decming them at once’ ‘tre 
‘And Sto eet, had guberd all 
Ineessant warfare dd fot eal 
‘To deeds from deeds already’ done, 
ogy he Tod ths oly so 
this fe spot each though was 
‘turned, if 
‘And every warror's bosom burned 
‘To win fain thowe longs es 
‘And lve wihia heir quiet sm, 
Here then each heart feolved as soon 
[Av reached tomorrow's sta is nos, 
‘To sre a Blow should fre he land 
From the accursed foemen' hand 
Or fighting tl the lat was ssi, 
eave thie bears’ Blood’ upon the 
pain 








Vil. THE SACRIFICE 


‘The day that dawoed upon the foe, 

MEGEST and the WEN DIO. 

Had let whe, all unconscious, rest 

Was regning over every breast 

‘Awoke the eacampmnents busy bum, 

‘And, tthe sound ot signal 

‘The warriors gathered round thir hie, 

Whose Took svat stern, whore. words 
were bre 

He waved bis hand, and quick as 
‘tought 

{A 'Shalt of stoutst oak was bro 

‘Aad planted frmly nthe ground, 

‘To. dis with winding” thongs” were 
‘ound 

‘The captives, whose_uohap 

‘Most gratify hee captor! Nate 

‘And where fhe who always bore 

‘The foremost honors hereofore, 

‘And sthere the noble capive he 

Had led in thei Inte victory? 

Stange that he comes not he, whose 
thand 








‘One Tadian family often have fve 
thousand, six thourand, eight thousand, 
ant ey inguin des exe op 
im he mle rth rig 

the irk ‘holds the supa ahck has 
‘been made. ci 
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Was ever first to light the brand, 
‘And by whom were the vitors te 
‘None ever knew the nots to slide 
MEISE, favorite of all, 

‘Way comes he not at comrades’ call? 
And why lays he the res bebi 

While other hands the vistims bind? 
‘These ae the questions rapidly 
From lip to lip are heard to BY. 








By the Ojibway ts believed 
“That when mortal bath received 

‘A vigorous and feat fast, 

‘And day and nigh in watching passed, 
‘And who bah long wisn he mind 
From all comminion with his Ein, 
‘And hath within the forests shade 
‘ils Home with evil spins made, 
Learning from them each magic ar 
Wich their instruction can impart, 
‘And hath his heart dark imbued 
‘Wins al of i, and aaught of good— 
“These doa fearful power int 

Beyond all merely human sel, 
Freedom, at wil the form to change, 
"The wate, cath, oF air to Fane, 
‘And most of ll they svangely ve 
Bese on hman Beth to ve 

‘Thus when an hour-or more it sped, 
[And stl no trace of ther Bed, 

They doubt aot thatthe haughty Sioux, 
‘With whom ME-GI-SI bad to 0, 

Was one of these, and deem full well 
“Thee favorite, by his mage fell. 

‘The wnhallowod rites no longer wai, 
‘Ths this for Blood to sat, 

Bt with redoubled eal are made 
Hane ung dyed. 

Nothing thir vengeance could meget, 
To datit the heart or wring the beast 
‘But was prepared wit savage at 

In the dite soene t0 es 

The faggots atthe vitin's fet 

‘The seourge thelr naked sh fo beat, 
‘The arrows of the pine well dried, 
‘The bow to hur them ia the side, 
‘An ov the flames around them Fs 
Frning to al their agones 

‘Torture ie these they So not lack 
‘The vitin's outward tense to rack; 
Fue more tormenting fer re those 
Designed to wake his inward theoes— 
‘The tat the gibe, the goaing sneer, 
“The insulng charg of coward fear, 
Innit stength the bow to bend 
‘And erring ak the shal 19 send, 




















‘A sul which could not 10k on pain, 

‘And bands which had no foeman Stn, 

fins bowed with rie? and not with 
years, 

‘Aad efes which shone but not with 

‘Such were the taunts upon them hurled, 

As ote it forme” the Bot” Bae 
curled. 


What sounds are those that fl the 


Above al others echoing ther, 

‘As doch the cataracts oud rer, 
‘he brook which murmurs a te shore, 
Gr ihunders bursing through th sty 
‘The ovlets hoarse and stared. cyt 
It's the victiny dentosong shoot 
Whic burt fom ther Bem oxoms 
Casting dence a thoi foe, 

‘And mocking atthe torturing throes 
‘Their thirty vengeance would besow: 
The hing ames whi round them 
Te break thee courage have no power 
But as exuling in hour 

‘When Vitor) bath wrested ther 


brow, 
Is the bold shout they put forth now. 
‘The noble deeds they have performed, 
‘The oble hough their ears have 
‘The sunset tand, so bright and fair, 
Which "wats “id them woletne 
there 
‘These are the burden of thelr song, 
Which swells in such protd notes slong, 


Brave Sons of Nature! Ye need not, 
‘To make you at this moment what 
Hath been, wl be, while time sacceods, 
‘And Beart alive to noble deeds, 
‘The admiration ‘of mankind: 
Yerneed ot nthe maces wad 

the philosophy of schoas, 
‘To teach you the eternal rules 
OF fortnide and selconro, 
‘And al which doth exalt the sou 


Fainter and fainter, yet still clear 
‘That death-song falls Upon the ear 
Of those who dance around the Hires, 
Where Bravery such as this expires. 
At Tength each vitin's voice i stil 
‘And vengeance now hath drank its ll 
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“The fires are out, the warriors gone, 
And, MO-NING-WUN-AH, ere the sun 
Sinks to his covch behind the west, 

Their Barks upon thy shores shall rest 


‘The sun had set, the clouds which 





So lovely, and whose ta) impart 
‘To every inpulse of the heart 
‘Such chastened, hallowed thoughts, as 





‘Akin to the soft light which there 
Beams forth so beautifully. bright, 
‘Sweet herald of approaching night 
(Over the calm waters of the bay, 
Where the Ojfoway Island lay, 
‘Those rays are glance in many track 
‘To the bright clouds, which send them 








the waters where they glow, 
Forming mimic heaven below. 

(Obt that such hallowed scenes as this 
‘Should ever look on ought but bls! 
‘When the fond soul hath felt the power 
OF this enchanting, soothing hour, 

‘To wipe out every stain which care 

(Or sin hath left corroding there, 
‘Obt why wil it again vetura| 

‘To drink from the polluted urn, 
With which guilty pleasures allure 
‘The bosoms thus, Once rendered pare. 


“This lovely scene has passed away, 
‘And the last tins of dying day 

‘Ave fading from the western skis, 
‘When MO:NING-WUN-AH, there arise 
Along thy shores a voice’: wall, 
‘Whose accents through thy lovely vale 
All sorrowful snd plaintive spread 
itis the walling for the dead. 


‘Whe evening is always the time the 
friends of the deceased collect around 
the aaten apd sng 2 tow, wang 
{sound of the voice. Often, by the banks 
fof the Missnppt, we have ened the 
Ojibway sing the death-song, and the 
voice stems to creep over the distant 
hills, whieh sound, they. believe, aids 
the’ soul in travelling to the distant 
‘west, When the shadows of the red 
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‘aces collect from the valleys of that 
Happy Land they send thelr echoing 
shouts to each other from hill to hil 

SOThIs is one of the most harmless 
cof birds, which you call dove. A beas- 
{iol legend is told the children ofthis 
bird, when in flocks they return from 
the north in the spring, in the wewamm, 

‘Travellers have found the language 
of the Ojibvay to be very miss and 
at the same time to be one of the 
‘most noble in Ametica This # sus 
fepuble of expressing the nicest shade 
ff thought by’ endless modifeations of 
the verb. The Tanguage of the nation 
has justly been called the "Gresk of 
‘metic 











POETICAL PRODUCTIONS 455 


She loved with ll he power of such, 

‘epee a ro et ch 

Te chet eich wi expose il 

ite i tern ea a 

‘een power or fly 

Within the sa, al joyous. 

Wie ‘db not emo wit the 
ie 

of fling which 1 ath in fig. 

Sich wate lve 0 pre, s0 Seep, 

MECIS! tom 1 myles 

Had ateaed never more fore 

4o'uwin be pais ca 

Toey loved ee mre eet ld 

To nae the nei ath of od 

‘Upon one ay sn se hat fa 

OF thes tres sich al 

She tating hear abd MEME ft 

Hess wih ti iter anpuch cl 

Won fe we se old ve 

IA fr ile the wold wa oe 

ine sya se due mo more 

‘Wonka wh er hel happy shore. 


There was 4 sweet secluded spot 
‘A geile point which slighty abot 
Sik Uopg tank into the bay. 
Where often a the close of dy, 
‘Apart from those whose noisy mith 
ins et ch fer 
For of that hallow 

Which ove dither ears enained, 
She and ME-CLSI pased the hours 

In weaving garlands of bright Sowers, 
‘And szcling with love's tembling hand 
‘Around thelr browe the fragrant Ban, 
Or breathing t such ter’ ear 

‘The tender words they loved to hear, 
He with s deep and noble feeling 

His passions fervent strength reveling 
‘While she, with fs of words perchance 
Bur with bright enraptring glance 
From her fll eyes reponsve turned, 
‘Toa that in Bt own fear burned 
(Or, leaning fondly om his breast, 

‘She sung the dying day to Test 


Nez, wie wy ancy ret 
“tho dige upon the night ar fel 
‘She sought this spot and, seated there, 
Upon ter hands he owed her fa” 
[Abd gente face, er which was 

‘The marble palenes of the dead 
LAB! MEMET none ean ever know 
‘The fll extent of that deep woe 
‘Which wrong thy Beart, Sn the hour 








When they, like thee, have felt its 
power, 


While thus she sat bask appeared, 

‘And to, this spot it evil course 
tered. 

‘A moment, and its prow was fast 

‘Upon the shore, an trom i pased 

‘Arial ‘and nob youth, who eat 

‘Wath genie steps tnd slowly bent 

Im saddened fondaes by ber ses 

She saw him not; Tor sorrow’ tide 

Had swept across her beat unt 

Her senses sank beneath its cil, 

‘But when her aan he fondly 

Sie raged her head“ME-OLST. broke 

Tn joyfal accets, a5 sho sprung 

‘And Found his neck in tateport clang 

“The sudden joy his presence brought 

Upon her heat 20 overwrought 

Her conciousness fed withthe shock, 

‘And now lke ivy to the rock 

Sie ay ia sweet unconscious ret 

Entwined round her lover breast 

‘And then at length her eyes unclosed 

To his, on whose breast she repose, 

‘The look was al so mild nd Set 

‘With which those eyes her lover's greet, 

AS though their light beamed from & 
‘oul 
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“To hear thy words s soft and sweet, 

Gal me, a oft they so, thy ride, 

‘Ot what hath cath wo give beside! 

When will the warcty sese to 

My heart because bids thee leave; 

White Tan hundred times a day 

Come to this lovely spot 10 pray, 

nti scems my heart woul. break, 

‘To the Great Spit for thy sake 

Sey, muse thou yet again expose 

Thy Ite among those crus foes, 

‘The fearfal Soour?—-Bot ab, love! why 

Breaks from thy bosom that dep sgh? 

Has thy bear any eare? ah, sy, 

‘And etme hss that cate away 

She sd aod with ber Bogor fie 

She brushed away the raven ale 

Which oer hi forehead clustering 

‘And Gen yon hs brow she laid 

Fie gene pe, ME-GESH 

His purpose most in in set 

‘And tof a momeat he forgot 

‘i sd, inexorable It, 

Sovsweet the thi tbat Kis bad sen 

‘Through bis sad art but whem be Bent 

His es upon her lovely face, 

‘And aw How deep and pure the trace 

Of testing love i every look, 

is bosom heaved, and is soul shook 

‘With the atom of pain 

Its breaking chords hid to sai, 

[Ay sushing® hough again impress 

‘The withering, blghting consciousness 

‘That he no more upon that sale, 

Which ad seh power to beg 

Could fa he Bias of former days 

Fix his fll soul's adoring. gaze 

‘sls! he knew the dream wan pst 

‘And this fond look ust bei as. 

Te knew that should those eyes beam 

when he was gone, sk when they met 

“He could pot, aust not rom the sight 

Kecewe, a he had done, delight 

Fe Know it yet that check should wear 

“The hallowed mules which Bow were 
ther, 

“The tls of rapture they fnpat 

Must fall upon anothers. heare 

Ii those eyes beam! If that check glow! 

‘Aas! He dah too sly know, 

fis presence only can awake 

“Tho sles which Beam but for bis 
ie, 

“That Re alone can ive the Hight 








Without which they will sink i night, 
“Twas this which gave the deadliest 
‘oval ie soul was sufrog, 
The slve might met the Blow, 
‘And his Beart ‘only fel the woe, 
{ron his own the Bight might set 
‘And leave unscathed er tender breast, 
‘He could sustain the scathing stroke, 
Smt et Whe th oak 
ose unt ghaing Indeed might 
[= eehiayee mers 
Bat whose frm root they could not 
ake, ine 
But that the mibery be knew 
Should tear her heart ssbader, to! 
‘Ot that was torture all too dep, 
Fe fle hee hough in tonal swsep 
‘Across hb brat and when at length 
A poweeft etlor calle the sength 
Tn his prostate breast gui, 
‘And he 90 far oreame is pala 
Ast, ia broken words, reste 
‘he fale he knew It sel ther fate, 
Te was with acconts 0 subdue, 
Ine fal frie, 

i Word he spoke 
chord within td her orc. 
‘ARI MEME, thou hat een dat 

riding dew-drop of my hear, 
Beneath whose brightness Ihave fle 
In that of love all feclings matty 
©, was glorious drat tht stole 
5 see. purely oer my" sul 
oid ot deem tht Tshosld wake 
“To sce my heart wih that dream break 
He, MEME that bright dest eed 
Ue the cold ages of the dead, 
Teel is dead joys or my breast 
In key sifocation pres 
©, what but thee abd his dear 
‘Would T not ve ould T bat Boe 
From memry ail tht hath pased 
Sice in this bower we pate ast 
ve struggled, but is fn vl 
‘The fre in my heart and brain, 
‘And will not cease fs torturing strife 
Ui esting with ‘mye 
‘Thou Knowest the totem T have Boras 
Ie not such as by thy ibe worn 
‘That we unknowing what i ae, 
Have ofien wondered how it came 
‘Tha 1 alone have worn 8 crest 
Dilferiag so strangely from the re. 
"is stange no moet the bated 
“Thy mystery hath at length revealed, 
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‘And thy fond lover bath his sire Adds only to the biter store 
‘Among the foe whom thy tribe's iro ‘With ‘which’ the “hesrt was charged 
‘Hla deinen from their mative land, before 

‘Avseattred but unconquered band.” Yet‘O; how happy! were it not 

Yes MEME, In one of those, That this Inexorble lot 


‘Thy hatony free denes foe, Hath lnerposed its withering bi 
Whom; buts gromedt nce so fue Between hent and ll as bight, 
‘Thou dds wel term the fearful Sioux. How happy to observe each day 





FFearfl they are, and will be yet, Beneath thy sweet sinlle pass away, 
‘To those who shall their path beset. To feel thy’ warm breath on my chek, 
‘Thou knowest between this tribe of To see the, love thee, hear the speaks 
thine And shield thy tender heart feom all, 
‘And. that which henceforth must be Which on it might too rodly fal, 
‘mine Bright picture of our former days, 
Exists a hatred strong as death, But one on which T mist not gaze 





‘Resigned not even with 





‘breath. ve braved both fiends’ and foemen's 





Suge then, they could een abide power 
‘To aoe the dove the eagle's bride. For the enjoyment of this hour, 
‘Alast MEME, it may not be, ‘To bathe my soul once mote i light 
‘And were ie not, my love, for thee, Ere it sink into endless night 





Teould rejoice that my firm nerve 
"To direfal vengeance yet might serve, He paused, and closer to his breast 


For her whose soft and gentle ays” The maidens form he wildly” pressed, 
Were caroled to my infant days,” As if that pressure could keep ter 
But whom the Ojbway begulled, ‘Aibeart whlch else would burst asunder. 
‘And robbed at once of wite and child; And there they stood, that bapless pair, 
‘And [have sworn my soul to give The vielim each of mute despair, 
‘To retebution while 1 live; ‘Yet how exalted, noble, pure, 
But short the moments that remain The anguish which their souls endure! 
Before that vow will be ivan When the full bosom swells like this 
‘Tomorrow's sun wil se its beam With feelings boundless, fathomlss, 
Flashed beck in many a warcknife's There's something s0 etalted there; 
sleam, ‘That cen though’ springing’ from 
‘And yonder waters om whose breast despair, 


‘The moonbeams now so sweetly rest, The Heart would scarce desire repose 
Shall drink before the day shall close, If purchased at the life of thor. 
‘The mingled blood of warring foes,” Sensations vague and undefined 








‘And T shall be amidst the strife Had agiared ME-ME's mind 
‘But not, as erst, against the life When first ME-GESTs word conveyed 
Of sire'and Kindred warrior, no, ‘The destiny o'er them weighed, 

My arm must find more fiting foe, But when at length she knew the worst 
Something forewarns me that my blood And the full tuth upon her burst 
Shall mingle with tomorrows Hood; A pang shot through her heart ‘and 
Peet it now within my Beart, ‘brain, 


“Tornight forthe last me, we part; But one, and all was ealm again; 
‘And yond stars which shine so bright, But with that pang had fled al sense 
‘When they come not another night, OF pain or woe forever hence. 


Will look upon my bleeding form “Twas so intense no other griet 

No longer with life's pulses warm, Could wake a throe, however brief, 

‘And that brow, cold, and damp in And then a holy calmness came, 
‘eath, ‘Succeeded to the passioned fame 

40 lately hallowed by thy breath. Which had so betsy, il that hour, 

But let it comel Way should T live Maintained thn her breast its power 

When life hath nothing now to give It was a calmness which had 

But lighted hopes and vain regrets; Tn the convietion thatthe earth 


‘And every lingering sun that Sets ‘With all ts pleasure, all ie sweet, 
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‘ad oothing which coud ever cheat— 

Even for ove bret moment ight 

{The sada of or bosom’ Ugh 

‘All wanguily sbe raed her ead, 

Drooping ike lily oer is bod, 

‘Ant Gel Tose her fom the clasp 

Gonvbtae of her lovers ssp, 

‘And spoke with ook so calm and mild 

ienightsimost be sad she sled, 

But such sme a one might (ace 

the sold and marble face 

(OF one hove spirit had Jost ven 

‘The bonds which chested its ight 19 
iesven. 

‘ME-GIS!, © how glad would 1 

1 this poor body down to die 

‘Goud it Bor bing again to thine 

‘Te joy tat cam no more be mine. 

Let ao thy MEMES broken hear 

One sorrow 10 thine own impart 

Orne, but go, forget that we 

ive ever loved ao ttl. 

{Ty auty ely then be it 3 

7nd It thought of me eer throw 

‘ross thy breast state cloud 

‘The sombine of Re peace to shroud. 

‘What though this tte shall light my 
powers 

LEE to he, giome flower, 

‘And ind its Test 

ii soda pon the earth's cold Breast? 

My spint stl sell hover neue the, 

‘nd thi sony thought wo chee thee, 

‘Kod pour mont fondly ito thine 

‘The Lit which Rae shal shin. 

Yes, go forget that we have ‘et 

Orit thon canst nat all frget, 

‘Think of isu a dream which stole 

Ta night's calm bours into thy soul 

Whow memory perchance may lin 

‘Around thy softened Beart end Sing 

‘A Shad of snes which you may 

Not altogether dash sway, 

Bat which thou shoulda ot lt control 

‘The sength and Bravery of thy 20 

No, i thou canst not banish a 

‘And memory will a tes real 

‘The ladrome hours our hearts have 
“now, 

“thle by each other's look snd tone, 

“There Ist thy fond thoaehts only dwell 

On thi. thy MEME loved thee wel, 

‘Kod oniy look those swost hors 

AS thou “wouldst Took on lovely 
‘ower, 











‘But whieh, though withered, yet would 
‘shed 

‘Their fragrance sweet as when their 
‘ue 

‘Was heightened by the nights sot dew. 

(Of Jet me deem that thus thy heart 

‘Will Took on me, and 1 can part 

With “one Test pang from ‘all those 
bright 





©, Love! How hallowed, noble, pre, 

“The feeling which thou dost secure 

Upon the feast where thon dost deign 

“To insite thy perfect relent 

When touched By thee, how all the 
ost 

OF carthly passions, which s0 toss 

‘And heave "thelr billows ofr the soul 

Before ie hath felt thy control, 

By hy strong alchemy expelled 

Yields up the paces it hath hel 

‘And all that Ans acceptance theve 

1s hallowed as the breath of prayer: 

‘And MEME, though desputes cold 
"breath 

Had sent the fey chill of death 

Over her boson’s tender chords, 

Yet even then her Tove found words 

She fondly hoped might Interpose 

‘A power to south het lover's woes, 

Buf vant The love which thus could 
‘make 

Such sacrifices for his sake 

Had Kindled tn his eart the same 

Settsacrificing, generous fame, 

‘And when hi quick sense caught th 

‘And last fond proof of love s0 tue, 

‘And saw and fl himself how much, 

‘hppa cont whch made ch 
nd gaze upon her standing there 

So'droopinely sod yet a0 far 

{was too fitch, he could not brook 

Tan se ad nearaitn ak 
le caught her up and wily presed 

‘The Blight ily to his breast, 

‘And for a moment yeided all 

His heart and soul {0 Tove's fond call 

Renolved to brave scorn, torture, death, 
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‘To save that gentle heart from scath 

Fond. dreamer, up! away! away! 

Death aad dishonor It you stay, 

But detth and honor i you 

“Away! to meet your couniry's foo! 

‘A’moment, and he felt it true, 

No word broke forth to say adieu, 

Bat one long buming kiss he gave 

Upon that brow he could not save, 

‘Then turned and willy rushed again, 

With widered “sense and maddened 
brain, 

‘To where his light bark floating lay, 

And’ ott the waters shot his Way. 











1X, THE LAST BATTLE 


“Tis noon agin. The sun’ warm beam 
In gleaming brigty oer the stream, 
Wich wiht Gare clan and ow, 
Bears on its breast the stealthy foe, 
Within their lige barks ‘oles 
Who now have paused a moment By 
Tee entrance to be exstal bay, 
Opposed to where the sands 
Row bref words. to nerve thelr 
breast, 
“The WEN-DLGO to each addresed, 
‘i promi of avery mex 
they in that days se saceed, 
Sat meal to wants beat cart 
hic in the sprit tand should gret 


Bla the idea ofthe Indian, bravery 
isthe Ney that unlocks the encance (0 
the mos! exalted joys of the Great 
‘West or foure stat. The peaceful aod 
Gian vite of humaaiy, forgive: 
‘est neonate pore o 
‘pen the ges of an Indias Parodie. 
"Things have changed, and now it 
cterne, "Once the Indian "brave 
Sdored the man who recognized him 
a8 noble wari yet however he 
‘ay ow admire tha gual in man, 
hs buen so rened by edsation, be 
Yel tver exhib tat manliness which 
Seats and eanobles man Never wil 
Str Indian stoop to lw cunning and 
fneannen whch characterize the Higher 
Fate of pretended civled lie of other 
tations 

‘One of the remons which 
tas made the altace sit inhi 











‘Theie souls, should death their path 
ese, 
‘And when it came be bravely met. 
‘These sd-—his bark, whose prow ais 
allie : shad 
Shot from smong the res, and Ted 
‘The way around’ woodland Bead 
‘Which Rad the bay and ses concealed, 
‘And now before them lay rvealed 
‘The scenes whove memory around 
“Their warmer felings log bad wound, 
‘And where s0 soon they must decide 
{€ooce ass they shal bide 
‘Within their gut spl, or weber 
They aad this last hope tie togeter. 
‘th a on ray 
Came out upon the open ba} 
‘Rnd. Siught the vit 8” moments 
use 
Rn through the whole, while each one 
‘eas 
1 Sntheced breath snd drops prayer 
For the Grest Spirit's guardian cares 
‘Thon with & shout of euses dread 
To gxtber upon foeme 
By thelr song arma 
‘ners 
onwards like a thing of ait, 
Rnd should "n0 foemen check thelr 
“peed, 
sort were the moments that they need 
re they shall ret thelr glancing oar 
{Upon the nearest lands hore, 
Whore o'r the green and shady strand 
“he fodges of Offonay stand 
eat won sadly fold pe, 
Unconsios of hing foe, 
“The chies and warFos, but with spear 
‘And ow aod warclab Iying near 
Reaay pon the fst slr, 
{To be renumed with sturdy arm. 
‘The foremost of the barks hath now 
‘Almost upon the shores prow, 
‘When ridden from the Oftways rang 
“The wary blast and, with sprang 
Each warrior there upon his feet 











‘deavors to civilize the Indian is be- 
fause he could aot subdue the high 
State of noble independence ia him, at 
though i was necessary that hie spirit 
‘was to be subdied first before he could 
fe tmght the noble spt of Chriaian 
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With answering shou, and rushed to They somtimes se his shadow pass 
met, Slowly‘ along the mont gras 
In'aif too wid and dark for name, And then i bloodless lige they tll 
‘he foe that thus upon them came."”” Of some mischance they Kgow full well 
‘hen grappled cachhis nearest fos, To fall on whom the apie eye 
Nor jig eher ull whe Diow "” Glanoed anil as 
‘Which drank ies latest current wel i lad aa 
ot him ail iflss where he el 
‘Buyin the se, tough for cach 
‘Siow ‘THe REQUIEM 
Tee persed of hit formen two, 
‘There lived bat two ofthat brave band The eve that gathered o'r the wats, 








To track through foes their’ way to Yet crimson with the reat slaughter, 
land. Came slowly, beautiflly on; 

ME-OLSI and the WEN-DI-GO, And whea is lant faint hues were gone 

‘Around whom fell at every blow’ Shadovted in the embrace of night 





Victims to their resistess strength, ‘The moon and stars Tooked down as 
Had fought their bloody way at length bright 
‘Upon the beach, and there they siood As though no scenes of camage lay 





‘Alone, unconguered, unsubdued— Where. now their beams 0 sweetly 
Keeping, like lions free, at bay stray 
Sarounding foemen's whole array, Chance led at this delightful hour 


Or those who were upon them rushing, A band of maidens to the bower 
In ghastly heaps around them crushing. Where MEME and her lover parted 
Matidened to see the slaughtering tide The night belore so broken heared 


And feel their power thus defied, And there upon a mossy bed 
‘Shame to their courage edding wing, Lay ME-ME, slleat, cold, and dead, 
‘The Ojbways upon them spring ‘With the last look on lover east 


Lie famished wolves upon the pre 
‘That chance hath thrown witha: eit 


Ani tice snd son are borne beneath, 

‘Their sh an hundred weapons sheath; And, ss they waved with the softs 

And when the rushing “crowd gave Of the night zepys patsing by, 
ace, Wept dewy teas oe one 0 

whi ME-OLSts breast altace Lying Ie blighted roe bod. there, 











(Of Iie with all Ws pains had fled, And poured the fragrance of their 
Mangled he lay among the dead! breath 

But from beneath thelr raining blows To hallow such a tristful death. 

‘The WEN-DLGO again arose, When fist beheld, the maidens deemed 


‘And dashing of ae things of naught, "Mid owers and moonbean Light she 
‘Those who fo sop is progress sought, dreamed on 





One thriling yell of scorn he gave,” But when they gathered near and felt, 

‘Then plunged beaeath the blood-dyed fe they fondly knelt, 
wav ‘That death's rode fingers had impresed 

‘They saw no more, and whether then Thelr icy tovch upon her breast, 





is spint pased, oF If again, 1g gach throb of lise or pia 
Concealed by magic from the view Beyond the power to beat agai, 











He Tiviag rose, none ever knew: ‘A walling low, tke sighing tone 
Sill they believe, mid the drge OF winds when through the trees they 
‘OF winter's winds and waters surge, mean, 

Or in the tempest’ blasting hour,” While all around beside was hushed, 
‘They hear his voice and feel his power; From thelr full bosoms sadly. gushed: 
‘And even upon summers nigh ‘Heart of our hearts, farewel, farewell” 





‘When ssinds are hushed and siars are ‘Thus rose the dige's plaintive swell 
vriht, "Thou wast the sunbeam sprit elven, 
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But softened like the ight of even, Ter their sensitive bosoms, forever are 
Within our darkened osoms stealing, hushed. 

‘That Kissed the buds of happy feeling, 

‘And in the fragrant breath and hue, the eart of the dead beat too 
‘Of sweetest fove to flowers drew. ‘warmly for earth, 

©, what shall Keep that Bue so fair! Like «bird fa the far sunny south that 
(0 what shall keep that fragrance there? had birth, 

‘Their "wareth, sod light, with thee Bot which wandered where winds from 





"withdrawn, the northern sky pasod, 

‘Their hue ised, ther fragrance gone, Whefe It sung one sweet strain, then 
‘We withered where our ster fll, sank in the blast. 

Heart of our hearts, farewell, farewel 





Ere the sad toncs had left the ear, So the soul that once dwelt in that fair 
‘prt hovering nese, ‘orm of clay 
Caught vp, esin the Hingring sain, Over which You now wee, that it hus 








‘And in such music as passed avay, 

he ‘aptured "heart a ehidhoods Life tat bled hovered near you, then 
‘dreams, Went to its rest, 

‘When in some fairy land it deems Inthe sweet sprit home, in the land 

"Mid bright ethereal forms it dwell, of the west. 


“The requiem around them swells: 
‘Weep not tht her spirit tho early hath 


fi, 

“Theres a bower prepared io the land That sprit sl lives, though the body 
ofthe blest, ne ett 

Where the young, and the pure, and 1 lives wi 
the lovely shall rest, with a sigh, 

Who have left the sadearth, where the It lives where is happiness never shall 
teupents that rushed ae 





Joye pass no. more 


INDEX 


[IN INDEXING this Volume the Editor has Kept in mind that the Table of 
Contents is particularly detailed, and in itself enables the reader to locate 
subjects in which he is interested. The following qualifications and re- 
stritions form the basis of this index: 

1, Officers’ titles, and those of clergymen, doctors, and similar per- 
sons, are omitted except in instances where no first name or inital 
available 

2. Indian names, which have many variants, are in general indexed 
‘only when they are stil in common use. 

3. Names which lic outside the old Newcastle District are omitted 
unless there is a special reason for their inclusion. 

4, Signatures to petitions, which are often indecipherable, are not 
indexed. 

5. Printed matter accompanying the rotogravure illustrations is not 
indexed. 

‘6. For similar reasons the material in the following sections has been 
‘omitted from the index: Section II, No. 3; Section IV, Nos. 2, 3, 4,5, 
and 9; Section V, No. 13; Section VI, Nos. $ and 8; Section VIT, Nos. 
3 and 5; Section VIII, Nos. 1 and 2. 
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FOREWORD 


“I did not realize that the old grave that 
stood among the brambles at the foot of 
‘our farm was history.” 

—STEPHEN Leacock 


Au Too MANY of us, as Stephen Leacock has so well expressed 
it, are unaware of the great wealth of history that lies in the 
records of our past. As one decade and generation succeeds another, 
the gap between us and our forebears widens and the opportunity 
for collecting and preserving these records greatly diminishes, 

It is very heartening to see the growing interest in our history 
that is being shown by the people and various communities of our 
young country. We are now developing a sense of history. An 
increasing number of our people are being made deeply conscious 
of the absorbing history of this Province and Nation. Steps have 
also been taken to expand the facilities available in our public 
archives. It is, however, true that many of these records exist only 
in manuscript form and are not readily accessible to the people. 
Many old records in private homes and in business offices are being 
inadvertently destroyed or lost. 

It seemed proper, therefore, that the Government of Ontario 
should undertake to preserve in printed form, available to the 
interested public and to historians, a representative selection of the 
more interesting and significant records of the past, covering 
particularly those regions and periods in which historical research 
has not yet been extensive. To facilitate this, the Champlain Society 
was invited to undertake the preparation and publication of a series 
of documentary volumes on the early history of Ontario. 

For over half a century, the Champlain Society has been engaged 
in publishing volumes of documents in the broader fields of Cana- 
dian history, and it has earned for itself an international reputation. 
It, therefore, is especially well qualified to undertake the prepara- 
tion of this series, toward which the Government of Ontario will 
contribute the cost of publication and editorial expenses. There 
will be no diminution in the regular work of the Champlain Society. 
What is gained is an entirely new Ontario-assisted series which we 
would not otherwise have. 
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It is not intended that these volumes should deal with inter- 
pretive phases of history; rather they will represent a collection of 
basic historical facts, documentary in nature. It is hoped that in- 
teresting and important documents and records, including those 
pertaining to what is now Ontario during the French régime, will 
be available from within the Province itself. No doubt similar 
records are in existence in our sister Province of Quebec and over- 
seas. If so, they can be copied and made available in these 
documentary volumes. From them historians and others may reach 
their own individual interpretations and draw their own con- 
clusions. 

Separate volumes are in the course of preparation on several 
geographic regions. Since in most cases, the early history of a 
Tocality tended to develop in its own way in accordance with the 
special conditions facing the pioneer families, the series, in the 
main, will cover the years from the early part of the seventeenth 
century into the days of settlement. But it is not bound by fixed 
dates, as in some areas the work of exploration and pioneer 
development began later than in others. Thus the development of 
some parts of the Province goes back well into the French régime, 
while in others it is not significant until the nineteenth century. 

The first volume, The Valley of the Trent, is edited by Mr. 
Edwin C. Guillet, who is well known for his books on the pioneer 
history of Ontario. Mr. Guillet has an intimate knowledge of the 
Trent Valley, and through his associations and experience has been 
able to secure for his volume many valuable documents and 
illustrations. 

In addition to Mr. Guillet’s work, volumes on Fort Frontenac 
under the French régime, on Kingston from the English Conquest 
to the War of 1812, and on the Windsor area in the seventeenth and 
eighteenth centuries are all well under way and will appear in due 
course. 

Under the general guidance of the officers of the Champlain 
Society, the editor of each volume is responsible for the selection 
of material. In each case, he will provide an introduction for the 
purpose of placing the documents in their proper perspective and 
assisting the reader to understand their significance. Any opinions 
expressed in these volumes are, of course, those of the editors. 
The reader of this Ontario-assisted series will not find in them a 
history of the conventional sort, but rather a collection of primary 
sources. Nevertheless, they should prove extremely valuable as a 
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source of information and make for interesting reading in them- 
selves. 

The volumes of this “Ontario Series” in the Champlain Society 
format will be available to its individual members and also to 
students and the public through the university and public libraries 
holding memberships. In addition, arrangements have been made 
with the Ontario Historical Society for the distribution of a special 
issue. It is therefore hoped that each volume will be easily accessible 
to the public either through the libraries or private subscription. In 
the carrying out of this project, the co-operation of the Champlain 
Society is gratefully acknowledged. 


Leste M. Frost 
Prime Minister of Ontario 
January 1, 1957 


PREFACE 


E PREPARATION of an historical work, however much it may 

be a labour of love, is always to a large degree a co-operative 
effort; and it is usually true that the contributions of others add 
comprehensiveness and richness of detail, particularly when the 
volume concerns local history. I am indebted primarily to the 
Honourable Leslie Frost, Prime Minister of Ontario, and to the 
Champlain Society, joint sponsors of the series of which this is the 
initial volume. Dr. W. Kaye Lamb, Dominion Archivist and Presi- 
dent of the Champlain Society, has taken a personal interest in the 
volume in both capacities; and both he and the Society's General 
Editor, Professor J. B. Conacher, have improved its content by 
critical comment and suggestion. Dr. George Spragge, Ontario Pro- 
vincial Archivist, and Mr. D. F. McOuat, his capable and co- 
operative assistant, have not only made available many documents 
which might otherwise have been missed, but have shortened the 
process of assembling these by providing facilities for photostating 
and typing. 

Many other sources have supplemented these two large archival 
collections. With the assistance of my wife it was possible to locate 
and transcribe a number of rare items relative to the Trent region 
in the Library of the British Museum, the Cambridge University 
Library, and the Mitchell Collection in Glasgow. A good deal of 
general research has been done in the Canadian collections of the 
Toronto Public Library, the Legislative Library of Ontario, the 
University of Toronto Library, and the Library of Parliament in 
Ottawa. To the librarians and their staffs in these libraries my 
thanks are extended. 

I should like to acknowledge the assistance of Mr. R. M. Lewis 
of the Ontario Department of Planning and Development, who is 
responsible for the excellent index of documents in the Ontario 
Parliament Buildings and related offices which made possible the 
location of items in various collections. The staff of the Surveys 
and Maps Division in the East Block gave me valuable assistance 
in making these available. 

Mr. William Graff, Librarian of North York Township, who was 


1Mr, McOuat is now Secretary of the Archaeological and Historic Sites Board 
of Ontario. 
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Librarian in Peterborough when research for this volume began, 
extended many courtesies when I consulted the invaluable Peter 
Robinson Collection of documents in that Library. 

Not only co-operation but inspiration has come over a period of 
many years from Mr. George M. Douglas, of “Northcote”, neat 
Lakefield, to whom this volume is dedicated. His antiquarian inter- 
ests and his photography render his contribution to this volume 
pre-eminent. Similarly outstanding has been the assistance of Mrs. 
Helen Fowlds Marryat of Hastings, long prominent in the historical 
field in Peterborough County, who has been enthusiastic and un- 
tiring in her contributions to the volume. She generously gives credit 
to many others along the Trent River, as follows: Mrs. George 
McCubbin, Warkworth; Lieutenant-Colonel F. E. Birdsall and Mrs. 
Gilbert Elmhurst, Birdsall; Miss Louisa V. Fowlds, Toronto; Miss 
Ivy Eggleton, Belleville; Miss Lilian Benor and Mr. C. W. Rey- 
craft, Campbellford; Mr. C. S. Chard, Stirling; Mr. Percy Lancas- 
ter, Havelock; Mr. James Humphries, ex-Warden of Peterborough 
County; Miss M. E. Blacklock, Meadowvale; and Mrs. William 
Brooks and Messrs. Howard Fairman, Raymond McGuire, J. L. 
Doherty, and William Armstrong, all of Hastings. 

One of the greatest contributors to the illustrations reproduced 
in this volume is Miss Phyllis Denne of Bridgenorth, who greatly 
enriched the book by making available a large number of historical 
negatives assembled many years ago by her father, the late T. H. G. 
Denne.’ The Trustees of the National Maritime Museum, Green- 
wich, England, have permitted the reproduction of two paintings 
of sailing-ships contemporary with those used to transport the Peter 
Robinson emigrants across the Atlantic. Mr. Alen McCombie, 
Toronto, made available one of his paintings of Cameron Lake, 
and the Sigmund Samuel Canadiana Gallery, Toronto, a water- 
colour of Cramahe (Colborne) by James Pattison Cockburn. Miss 
Sheila Boyd, Bobcaygeon, grand-daughter of Mossom Boyd, who 
was long one of the best known lumbermen and industrialists of 
the Trent Valley, provided some early water-colours of that village. 
Items from both the writings of the Langtons and the sketches of 
‘Anne Langton are reproduced by courtesy of the Langton family, 
of the Fenelon Falls Public Library, and of the Macmillan Com- 
pany of Canada and Clarke, Irwin'& Company, the publishers re- 
spectively of the journals and letters of John Langton and his sister. 
Miss Florence Atwood, Lakefield, provided portraits of her grand- 
father and grandmother, Thomas and Catharine Traill, the former 

4Sce Introduction, pp. Ivii and Iviii. 
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not previously reproduced; and Mrs. Robert Scully, Toronto, made 
available a rare portrait of her grandmother, the poet Rhoda Anne 
Page of Cobourg. Mrs. Kathleen Sibbald Lloyd of Cobourg, whose 
husband was a great-grandson of Captain Charles Rubidge, pro- 
vided an early oil portrait of him not previously reproduced. For 
information about the Trent Canal I am indebted to Mr. A. L. 
Killaly, Peterborough, who was long its Superintendent, and whose 
grandfather was Minister of Public Works in the canal’s early years. 

My thanks are extended to two members of the staff of the Royal 
Ontario Museum. Mr. Kenneth E. Kidd, Curator of Ethnology, 
provided a valuable account of Indian remains along the Trent, as 
well as photographs; and Mr. James L. Baillie of the Department 
of Ornithology lent negatives of the Fothergill paintings in the 
Museum, interesting landscapes made in 1819 of the Port Hope- 
Rice Lake region. 

To Mrs. Helen Marryat, Hastings, from whom I received 
numerous manuscript and printed materials, photographs and 
maps, I am indebted as well for the inclusion in this volume of 
several water-colours of the Trent region by the Reverend M. A. 
Farrar, a pupil of J. M. W. Turner, the English landscape artist. It 
has just come to my notice that another English artist of the same 
period has left work closely related to the Valley of the Trent. He 
is Edwin Whitefield (b. 1816), who came to America in his youth 
and won fame for his views of towns and scenes in the United States 
and Canada. About the middle of the century he was in Ontario; 
and during an itinerary from lakes Simcoe and Couchiching to 
the Rideau Canal and Kingston he made many sketches of scenes 
along the Trent system, including Peterborough, the Yankee 
Bonnet Rapids two miles below on the Otonabee, the steamer 
Otonabee wooding up in that neighbourhood, and a variety of 
others between Chemong and Rice lakes. His original sketchbook 
was sold in November 1956 by Goodspeed’s Book Shop, Boston, to 
Mr. Walter Wallace, 922 Madison Avenue, New York City.* 

The interpretation of Indian place-names has recently become 
more difficult because of the lack of experts in that field in 
museums. My thanks are due to Mr. John Huden, Burlington, Ver- 
mont, and Mr. Stephen Laurent, Intervale, New Hampshire, with- 
out whose assistance many Indian names of lakes and rivers would 
have gone without explanation. 

2For a description of the sketchbook see The Month at Goodspeed’s, Vol. 


XXVII, Nos. 1-2, pp. 13-14. The booklet was brought to my attention through 
the courtesy of John Gray, President of the Macmillan Company of Canada 
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Jam indebted also to two literary experts who were good enough 
to read critically some portions of the poetical productions of two 
writers of the Rice Lake district in whom I have for many years 
been particularly interested. Professor R. L. McDougall of Uni- 
versity College and Dr. E. J. Pratt, Professor Emeritus of Victoria 
University, favourably commented upon, respectively, John Cop- 
way'’s The Ojibway Conquest and certain of Rhoda Anne Page’s 
poems, and the inclusion of these items at considerable length in 
these pages is the result. 

For information and suggestions my appreciation is also ex- 
tended to the following: Dr. W. Stewart Wallace, Librarian Emeritus 
of the University of Toronto; Dr. T. R. Millman, Archivist of 
Wycliffe College; Mrs. Margery Pewtress, Cobourg; Mr. Robert 
Porter, Peterborough Public Library; Mr. Stuart Ryan, Port Hope; 
Professor G. H. Needler, Toronto; Mr. William Colgate, Toronto; 
Mr. William Dennison, Toronto; and Mr. J. A. Edmison, Assistant 
to the Principal, Queen’s University. My thanks are due to Mr. F. 
H. H. Lowe, Ninette, Manitoba, for portraits by Paul Kane of Mr. 
and Mrs. F. S. Clench, who were Mr. Lowe's grandparents and the 
parents of Kane’s wife; and to various descendants of the Weller, 
Traill, Payne, Caddy, Dunford, Moodie, Ruttan, Batten, Rubidge, 
Strickland, McCauley, Hayward, Stewart, Matthews, Young, and 
Langton families who were prominent in the early history of the 
Valley of the Trent. 

My wife, who continues to endure graciously my preoccupation 
in historical research, has assisted in many ways in the preparation 
of this volume; and my sons James Edwin and George Robert have 
aided in the photographic work. 


E.C.G. 
Toronto 
January 1, 1957 
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INTRODUCTION 


T= TRENT system of lakes, rivers, and canals occupies a con- 
siderable part of the counties of Hastings, Durham, Northum- 
berland, Peterborough, Haliburton, and Victoria. The first settle- 
ment in “the back townships”—as the entire region in the rear of 
the first tiers of townships along Lake Ontario was usually called— 
was in the year 1818 in Smith Township; and soon afterwards the 
potentialities of the trade in lumber were being eagerly explored. 
With the establishment of the first mills, and with the use of the first 
steamboats very shortly afterwards, came alterations in water levels 
and channels of communication; and all these developments in the 
Trent watershed were soon included in “the Trent Canal”—a long- 
term, spasmodic, and controversial project which continued until 
recent times. In 1912, when a survey of the region was made under 
the direction of the Commission of Conservation, it was estimated 
that the Dominion Government had spent “some ten million dollars 
on this canal and watershed, building dams at some forty lakes to 
regulate the waterflow,” even though the government had never 
secured control of the watersheds which form the source of the 
system. The vast and unfortunate errors made in the spirit of pio- 
neering and in the name of free enterprise had long since laid waste 
the greater part of the region. The Survey puts it this way: 


The slopes, once for the most part covered with valuable pine and hard- 
wood forest, had been cut over. A large area, the pinery in particular, 
had been repeatedly subjected to fires and rendered liable to eventual 
total destruction. . . . A short inspection trip made it clear that these 
conditions presented a problem of peculiar and particular interest; . . . 
a problem meriting the development of some plan for its solution. 


The geological structure of the region, although an attraction 
to early settlers, was destined to be, in consequence of the mis- 
management of the timber resources, a chief reason for the disas- 
trous failure of the northerly sections as agricultural land. The 
eminent geologist, Dr. A. P. Coleman, summed up the situation 
as follows: 

See Trent Watershed Survey: a Reconnaissance by C. D. Howe, Ph.D., and 
J. H. White, B.A., BSCE., with an Introductory Discussion by B. E. Fernow, 
LL.D. (Toronto, 1913), p. 1. 
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The combination of kames (hills of sand and gravel with boulders) 
with pure sand deposits, through which rise occasional hills of the 
harder Archaean rocks, makes a region entirely unsuited for agriculture, 
and useful only for forest growth. The result of glacial action north of 
the Palaeozoic rocks has been the formation of poor soils deficient in 
lime and often also in clayey constituents, except for the occasional 
lime-stone or shale and clay deposits. 


When the lumber industry was at its height it was unnecessary 
for settlers to live by agricuiture alone, or even in part; but as the 
vicious exploitation of the timber resources proceeded, followed by 
bush-fires and the erosion of soil no longer held on the rocks by 
the roots of trees, agriculture became unprofitable because most 
of the good earth was washed into lake and river. The absence of 
all safeguards in early lumbering under the licence system had the 
inevitable result, as the Survey makes clear: 


The sequence of this mismanagement is everywhere the same. The 
removal either of the best or of all timber, without disposing of the 
débris, leaves a slash which is invariably subject to fire; after this a loss 
of interest takes place on the part of the licensee and, what is worse, on 
the part of the government. Nature then attempts to reproduce the 
forest, and this is followed by a repetition of the fires, which kill the 
seed trees and seedlings of the better kinds. The ground is then re- 
covered by aspen and birch for a time; but, through repeated con- 
flagrations, it is finally rendered useless for any productive purpose. A 
similar sequence takes place in connection with the small-farm portions: 
at first, through the home market made by the lumbermen, a fair living 
may be made by the occupant; gradually this market vanishes and the 
soil becomes worked out; the surface wears away, the rocks are exposed, 
and the people are left destitute and miserable. . . . At the present time 
[1912] the pine timber, at least, is practically gone from this watershed; 
. . . finally the bare-rock condition or man-made desert is the result. 
At present only the beginnings of these conditions can be seen here and 
there, yet in the three townships of Methuen, Anstruther, and Burleigh 
alone nearly 150,000 acres of such desert exist. 


Although the half century since 1912 has seen a little reforesta- 
tion, a good deal of mining, and a great development of the region 
as a vacation paradise and the resort of hunters and fishermen, 
there has probably been a further deterioration of the land from 
the point of view of agriculture. In general, it has been abandoned 


AQuoted in Trent Watershed Survey, pp. 9-10. 
2Trent Watershed Survey, pp. S and 4. 
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to summer resorts, except where minerals have been found in quan- 
tities sufficient for commercial exploitation. 


The chief headwaters of the Trent system lie in the central part 
of Haliburton County and consist of some 130,000 acres of water 
surface; and another 100,000 acres are added by nine other basins, 
comprising, in order of size, the Gull River, the Burnt River, the 
Mississauga, Jack's Creek, Eels Creek, Deer Bay Creek, Nogies* 
Creek, Buckhorn Creek, and Squaw River. The total water area of 
the Trent Canal and its feeders is estimated at nearly three hun- 
dred square miles. 

The Trent Canal project, for a century developed in a slow and 
irrational fashion, has been subjected, according to the Survey, “to 
precisely the same kind of mismanagement as the territory through 
which it passes”? and the natural result has been public criticism 
and ridicule which the original idea did not deserve. Even a genera- 
tion ago the canal’s usefulness for local freight had practically 
ceased, and its value was largely restricted to facilities for water- 
power and pleasure craft.* 

Apart from political considerations, the development of the 
Trent system was delayed, both early and late, by hopes of other 
routes and other types of transport. A great deal of research might 
be expended upon early maps and surveys without positive result; 
for the course of waterways has often been altered, and the general 
lack of names or of consistency in their use makes identification 
uncertain. An example of this confusion, and of the search for 
alternative routes, is afforded by Alexander Sherriff’s “Topo- 
graphical Notices of the Country iying between the Mouth of the 
Rideau and Penetanguishene on Lake Huron.” He refers to the 
Muskoka River and lakes as named after a Mississauga chief; but 
only the traders used the name, the Indians employing another. 
From the southern branch of that river, wrote Sherriff, “canoes 
may pass to the Trent or Lake Simcoe.” Travelling vid the Severn, 
he was twelve days returning from Penetang to Lac des Allumettes. 

AChief Nogie (or “Captain Nogy” as John Langton knew him) is said to have 
discovered a lead mine near the creck, and to have gone there alone from time 
to time to replenish the supply for his tibesmen's muzzle-loaders. Jealous of his 
secret, he is said to have unwittingly killed his own son when he found he was 
being’ followed. 

2Trent Watershed Survey, p. 2. 

‘8The Peterborough region is probably best known because of its Lift Lock, 
‘a Trent Canal development inaugurated in 1904. The meetings of the American 


Canoe Association at Stoney Lake in 1883 and 1887 also drew attention to it; 
and the “Peterborough canoe” has long been famous. 
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The going was “not expeditious, the men being obliged to pass 
twice over the portages, and it being often very difficult to get our 
three fathomed canoe through the uncleared tracks.”* He counted 
forty-five portages, the longest three-quarters of a mile, and he 
noted that many of them would need widening, and the rivers 
cleared of trees and driftwood, to enable the route to be covered in 
four or five days. The interpretation of such records is most diffi- 
cult, however, and no one could trace the routes with certainty. 
These unsatisfactory experiences were several times repeated in the 
search for the best routes of travel. 

The scope of this volume is not slavishly restricted to the geo- 
graphical boundaries of the Trent watershed, which extends on 
either side of the system of lakes and rivers from the highlands 
above Balsam Lake to Trenton and Belleville. We omit, for several 
reasons, all reference to the Bay of Quinte and Belleville, as well 
as to most of Hastings County and to numerous outlying townships 
in various parts of the region. On the other hand Cobourg and 
Port Hope are included in some measure, for they were ports of 
entry and administrative and commercial centres of much of the 
region in the early period, and supplied many enterprising settlers 
and industrialists who were prominent in its development. The 
period under review is generally that prior to Confederation, but 
there are also references to post-Confederation settlement and 
development of several of the more northerly townships, including 
those which subsequently became part of the County of Haliburton. 


A nation’s history is basically the history of its innumerable 
communities and localities; and the national historian is always 
indebted to those who have investigated and recorded the local 
scene. Records—the heritage of the past which enables subsequent 
generations to understand how their ancestors lived and worked— 
have been preserved in Ontario only in part, and often more by 
accident than design. Some parts of the province have been for- 
tunate, both in the amount of records available and in the assiduity 
with which competent historians have made use of them. Especially 
in recent times, university theses have advanced our knowledge of 
some localities; but still more valuable are the few local histories 
written within a generation of earliest settlement, at a time when 
many pioneers in the true sense of the word were still alive. The 
Peterborough district is among the more fortunate in both these 
respects; but there is another reason even more important which 

1Transactions, Literary and Historical Society of Quebec, Vol. I, 1831, pp. 
243-309. 
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makes the region’s recorded history perhaps the richest and most 
informative in Ontario. This is the fact that many of the early resi- 
dents, attracted to “the back lakes” largely by aesthetic considera- 
tions, were highly literate and lucid both in talking and writing 
about their experiences; and we consequently have for the region 
a body of literature that is approached nowhere else either in quan- 
tity or quality. The works of “the literary Stricklands’—Samuel 
Strickland, Susanna Moodie, and Catharine’ Traill—are the best 
known; but we have letters, emigrant guidebooks, journals, ac- 
counts of pioneering, essays, and verse by John and Anne Langton, 
Frances Stewart, J. W. Dunbar Moodie, Rhoda Anne Page, Charles 
and Frederick Rubidge,? George Arundel Hill, Thomas Poole, and 
Thomas Need—to mention only the more prolific writers. There 
were plenty of cultured settlers* who did not write books, of course, 
and many others less cultured who were at least equally valuable 
in settlement, business, and public spirit; but the literary works of 
those named above provide a firm basis of source materials for a 
history of the Valley of the Trent. 

“Oid times” in the region have been investigated in recent years 
by several capable historians and newspapermen, among whom 


3The name is often misspelled, the Toronto Public Library and many others 
using “Catherine” in their records; but Mrs. Traill herself never spelled her name 
other than “Catharine.” 
2in addition to his work in settling the Peter Robinson immigrants of 1825, 
Captain Charles Rubidge opened the Keene Road in the eighteen-thirties, and 
was responsible for the arrangements for a second emigration of Irish in 1839. 
These emigrants, totalling one hundred and eighty-three, were mainly from 
Colonel Wyndham’s estates in Clare and Limerick, and were located in the rear 
concessions. Frederick Rubidge, half-brother of Charles, was a surveyor, poet, 
and leader in amateur dramatics in the eighteen-thirtic 
SJohn Langton described Peterborough in the eighteen-thirties as “a very 
icturesque, thriving village, . . . with near thirty genteel families within 
and he attended Bachelors’ Balls there in evening dress, 
observing, “I certainly never expected on coming to Canada that I should be 
one of the Bachelors who gave a ball to between eighty and ninety, and meet 
with two of the best waltzers I ever figured with.” (Langton, Early Days in Upper 
Canada (Toronto, 1926), pp. 21 and 82, respectively.) When Patrick Shirreff 
visited the village in 1833 he disliked the “mean houses,” but noted that Peter- 
borough's population included “a number of military and naval half-pay officers 
of Britain,” and that the society of the place had the reputation of being “the 
most brilliant and polished in Canada.” (Shirreff, A Tour through North America 
(Edinburgh, 1835), p. 123.) But there were others who visited the village and 
were “at a'loss to see what was the great inducement” to settle in the region. 
When he enquired if there were many “good practical farmers” in the neighbour- 
hood, William Hutton was answered in the negative, “the principal settlers 
around it being half-pay officers and others who generally consider not whether 
the locality they fix upon is likely to be profitable, but whether it be beautiful 
and Tikely to contribute to their pleasures.” (Letter of William Hutton, dated at 
Belleville, June 20, 1834, in The British Farmer's Magazine, April, 1835, p. 104.) 
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may be mentioned Watson Kirkconnell, Helen Marryat, Howard 
Pammett, and F. H. Dobbin; but it is not our purpose here to com- 
pile an exhaustive bibliography of primary or secondary sources 
for the region's history, but rather to name only some of the earlier 
outstanding compilations. Of these, Dr. Thomas Poole’s A Sketch 
of the Early Settlement and Subsequent Progress of the Town of 
Peterborough, and of Each Township in the County of Peter- 
borough (Peterborough, 1867) is one of the earliest and most 
valuable of Canadian local histories. In 1941 a short Completion 
of Sketch ..., 1867-1941, purported to bring Dr. Poole’s work up 
to date. The History of the County of Peterborough, Ontario; Con- 
taining a History of the County; History of Haliburton County; 
their Townships, Towns, Schools, Churches, etc.; General and 
Local Statistics; Biographical Sketches, . . . (Toronto, 1884) is the 
work of C. Pelham Mulvany, Charles M. Ryan, and Charles R. 
Stewart, and it contains much of great value that could not be 
recovered now, however intense the research. Among other pub- 
lications more or less contemporary with settlement is the valuable 
Directory of the United Counties of Peterborough & Victoria for 
1858... . (Peterborough, 1858), and Thomas White’s An Exhibit 
of the Progress, Position, and Resources of the County of Peter- 
boro’, Canada West, Based upon the Census of 1861; together with 
a Statement of the Trade of the Town of Peterborough (Peter- 
borough, 1861), which contains much of historical value. A later 
survey, the 1944 Report on the Ganaraska Watershed, edited by A. 
H. Richardson for the Dominion and Ontario governments, con- 
tains a good deal of authentic historical material, some of which 
relates to the more southerly parts of the Trent Valley. Of prime 
importance to the history of the Trent Canal, of course, are the 
Journals and Appendices of the Legislative Assembly of Upper 
Canada and the various Reports of its history and improvements as 
at Confederation, 1867, when it was transferred to Dominion 
Government control. 

Victoria County is rather deficient in source materials in com- 
parison with its neighbour Peterborough, but Watson Kirkconnell’s 
Victoria County Centennial History (Lindsay, 1921) is a scholarly 
and intensive study of the region; and if he had incorporated such 
pictorial materials as could then have been assembled it would 
have been still more valuable. Included in it is a painstaking sum- 
mary of pioneer survival in the county,! as well as geological and 
Indian data seldom assembled by the local historian. 

1See Chapter XV, “Research into Pioneer Survival,” pp. 218-27. 
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Of the notable literary figures of the district, perhaps the most 
outstanding were the Stricklands of Reydon Hall, Suffolk, three of 
whom were early Trent Valley settlers. They came of a commercial 
family of which the father, Thomas Strickland, was so interested 
in the encouragement of literary pursuits that six out of the eight 
of his children who grew to maturity became well-known writers. 
Though their connection with the nobility was remote—if not non- 
existent—the family gloried in their alleged pedigree and assidu- 
ously nurtured it in an England noted for social caste and snob- 
bery.! One daughter, Catharine Parr, was named after a possible 
progenitor, Katharine Parr, sixth wife of Henry VIII. A cogent 
reason for fame did exist, however, for Agnes and Eliza produced 
their Queens of England from arduous and painstaking research at 
a time when access to documents was seldom permitted. Agnes, 
particularly, felt throughout her life that by this work her family 
was identified with the whole pageant of English history. 

The literary productions of the Canadian Stricklands are men- 
tioned in various parts of this volume. Catharine, a clever essayist, 
made a name for herself as a lover of nature in a day when most 
people trampled and destroyed it with enthusiasm.? Susanna, some- 
thing of a philosopher, became equally widely known for her books 
Roughing It in the Bush (London, 1852), and Life in the Clear- 
ings versus the Bush (London, 1853), in which she appears as a 
bitter satirist of her fellow-settlers, and no doubt with very good 
reason. She mellowed, however, with the years, and later admitted 
that the world—at least the Canadian pioneer world—did not owe 
aristocratic immigrants a living; and that the best settlers were those 
who exerted themselves and chopped a competence out of the for- 
est, and did not assume that they were conferring a benefit upon 
Upper Canada merely by removing to it. The Stricklands, however, 
and many others like them, are to be credited with setting literary 
and cultural standards and raising the general tone of life in “the 
backwoods.”* 

Samuel Strickland (1804-1867), who merits extended notice 
here, came to Upper Canada in 1825, seven years earlier than his 
talented sisters. He first resided with a family friend, Colonel Black 


3See Una Pope-Hennessy, Agnes Strickland, Biographer of the Queens of 
England. 1786-1874 (London, 1940), passim and particularly p. 7. Bliza Strick- 
and collaborated in the series. 

2See below, Section XI, No. 7, and Section XII, No. 6, for Mrs. Traill’s writ- 
ings. 
‘See below, Section XI, No. 11, and Section XII, No. 5, for Mrs. Moodie’s 
writings 
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of Darlington Mills (now Bowmanville). Always highly suscep- 
tible to female charms, Strickland lost no time in marrying a 
daughter of the family, observing at the time that “the torch of 
wedded love” burned particularly brightly in Canada. 

In May 1826 he removed to Otonabee Township, where he had 
purchased two hundred acres of land near Scott’s Plains (Peter- 
borough). His wife remained with her parents, and he learned of 
her death in childbirth while he was walking to “the front” from 
Peterborough. Within a short time he married Mary Reid, daughter 
of a settler in neighbouring Douro. In 1828 he became a superin- 
tendent of the Canada Company and spent some years in the 
“Huron Tract.” In 1831 he was back in Peterborough, where he 
exchanged his Otonabee land for a lot in Douro, and became the 
founder of Lakefield, where he lived successively in a log shanty, 
a frame house, and a large stone mansion. A militia officer and an 
“uncompromising Conservative,” he was successful as lumberman 
and farmer. In the latter capacity a substantial income and a great 
deal of labour later came from the pupils of his farm-school, for 
at that time young Englishmen paid large sums for such instruction 
as they received in Canadian backwoods life.’ Strickland is best 
known from his two-volume Twenty-Seven Years in Canada West 
(London, 1853), but it is uncertain how much of the writing is 
his and how much that of his sister Agnes, whose name appeared 
on the title-page as editor, probably with an eye to increasing the 
book's sale. In any event the book, which contains a good deal of 
valuable material on pioneering, is often marred by sentimentality 
and gushing effusiveness. Not only his first wife died in childbirth, 
“snatched away in the bright morning of her existence with the 
rapturous feelings of maternity just budding into life” (as he put 
it); but so did his second wife when bearing her fourteenth child. 
Perhaps both of them had at the time some feelings other than 
“rapturous.” A third wife, middle-aged, accompanied him back 
from a second trip to England in 1855. Probably some pupils for 
his farm-school accompanied him also. Certainly his school became 
at this time more prominent in the life of Lakefield and district 

Excerpts from Charles Weld’s and Horton Rhys's accounts of visits to Samuel 
Strickland give further details. See below, Nos. 13 and 15 of Section XI. No. 14 
of the same section is a short selection from the farm-pupils’ newspaper, and is 
accompanied by a satirical sketch. 

2%In later years, and particularly in the Muskoka District, the farm-pupil 
business: was an undisguised “racket.” See Roger Vardon [pseud., F. M. Dela- 
fosse], English Bloods (Ottawa, 1930), and Volume III of Guillet, “Famous 


Canadian Trials,” which describes the notorious Birchall murder case where the 
victim Benwell was deluded into the belief that he was to be a farm-pupil. 
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“The gallant Major,” as his pupils often facetiously called him in 
“The Kachewanoonka Herald,” the manuscript newspaper which 
they wrote and circulated for several years, was widely known in the 
region and in municipal life; and when he died on January 11, 
1867, the local press referred to him as “one of our old Pioneers, 
. .. Who as the type of a true Englishman in manly appearance, in 
cordial manner, in kindly and hospitable feeling, could scarcely 
be surpassed.” 

Archibald Lampman owes to the Trent region the inspiration 
he must have received from the years of boyhood he spent amid 
the beauties of Gore's Landing, Rice Lake. Isabella Valancy Craw- 
ford removed to Lakefield in 1866 when she was fifteen, and lived 
there until the late ‘seventies. But apart from these more notable 
writers, a large number of others achieved something more than a 
local reputation. Neil Wilson, an early teacher in Percy and Aspho- 
del, was the author of Rescued in Time, which was widely circulated 
in Sunday School libraries in the eighteen-nineties. In the Montreal 
Literary Garland and the Maple Leaf, and in the Moodies’ short- 
lived Victoria Magazine, appears a good deal of fugitive verse and 
prose, some of it anonymous, from the pens of inhabitants of the 
Trent region, most of them already mentioned. Dr. Samuel P. 
Ford of Peterborough and Norwood wrote a considerable amount 
of poetry, most of which appeared first in the Waverley Magazine, 
Boston. James McCarroll, a teacher and newspaperman, lived in 
the district for some years and contributed verse widely to the press 
and literary periodicals. Michael Ryan’s verse is found in the 
Literary Garland and in Barker's Canadian Monthly Magazine. 
William McDonnell of Lindsay wrote two long narrative poems 
and several novels, and also composed both words and music for 
a three-act opera, “The Fisherman’s Daughter.” James Wicks Duns- 
ford of the Bobcaygeon district wrote lengthy verse and an his- 
torical novel, “The State Messengers” (Peterborough Gazette, 
1845-46). George Coventry of Cobourg and Caroline Hayward, 
who resided near Port Hope, added to the somewhat uninspired 
and uninspiring verse of the day. The Poems of William Telford 
(Peterborough, 1887) is the production of a resident of Smith 


3Valuable biographical material on the Stricklands and Stewarts, to which is 
added a short account of Thomas Need and John Langton, may be found in 
print in G. H. Needler, Otonabee Pioneers (Toronto, 1953); but a larger cover- 
age of the literary people of the region is in typescript and manuscript in E. C. 
Guillet, “Canadian Literary Pioneers” and “Early Canadian Literature,” copies 
of which are in the Library of Parliament, Ottawa, the University of Toronto 
Library, the Legislative Library of Ontario, and the Toronto Public Library. 
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Township, whose Scottish neighbours hoped they recognized in 
him another Burns—or at least a Hogg or Fergusson. In general, 
these versifiers and poetasters may be graded as fair, bad, and 
worse—in which last category must be included the Leisure Hour 
Musings (Peterborough, 1874?) of Alexander Graham of Otona- 
bee Township. 

There is, however, a work of lasting interest which we include in 
this volume as one of the most remarkable literary items relating to 
the region. This is a poem entitled The Ojibway Conquest, by 
George Copway, or Kah-ge-ga-gah-bowh, a Rice Lake Indian. 
Trained by early Methodists as a missionary, he became a writer 
on Indian life and history, travelled in Europe, and was a friend of 
Longfellow. Though there is no proof of the opinion, it would 
appear probable that Longfellow aided him in the production of his 
epic poem, for Copway called upon him in February 1849, a year 
previous to its publication; and the two men were together on at 
east four or five other occasions. Be this as it may, The Ojibway 
Conquest is a notable piece of composition which should no longer 
remain unknown and unappreciated. 


The place-names of a district shed considerable light on its 
origins. Names given by the Indians to portages and trails have 
survived in the region. Among these are Coboconk, a contraction 
of Quash-qua-ge-conk—“where the gulls meet”; Bobcaygeon? a 
corruption of Bob-cajewon-unk—“the shallow rapids”; and Ome- 
mee, named from a sub-tribe of the Missisaugas, the Pigeons, who 
are commemorated also in Pigeon Lake and Pigeon Creek. 
Chewett’s map of 1789, Collins's of 1790, Rubidge’s of 1836, 
and others contain Indian names of lakes, rivers, and portages of 
which we have with difficulty obtained interpretations,* as follows: 
Saggettewedgewam (Trent River)—“river hard to travel” 


1See Samuel Longfellow, Life of Henry Wadsworth Longfellow (Boston, 
1886), journal of February’ 26, 1849, et seq. 

2Billy McKeough (or McCue) was early on the site as an Indian trader; 
Thomas Need was the founder of the village; and James McConnell built the first 
frame house and opened it as a tavern—the Travellers’ Home. Lieutenant 
Governor Sir John Colborne christened the place Rokeby in 1834, but fortunately 
the name was not perpetuated. 

8A. generation ago there were a few experts in the Algonquin and_related 
tongues in the chief museums of Canada and the United States, but the field has 
apparently been abdicated. The National Museum of Canada and the Royal 
Ontario Museum have no interpreters of these languages. Almost all the inter- 
pretations herewith are contained in letters from John Huden, Burlington, 
Vermont, to whom the Museum of the American Indian, New York, referred our 
queries, and from Stephen Laurent of Intervale, New Hampshire. 
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Cheboutequion (Stoney Lake)—“big long rocky water” 
Wabuscommough (Chemong or Mud Lake)—‘lake of earth” 
Annlequion Checom (Sturgeon Lake)—“good long pike to 
ee 

Yawbaskkaokawk (Scugog River)—“here hemlock bark is 
cut” 

Ouskebawkning (Talbot Portage)—“green leaf place where 
we leave the river” 

Squaknegossippi (Indian River)—“trout-spearing place” 

Koshkahabogamog (Kasshabog or Kosh Lake, east of Stoney) 
—‘lake of many bays”; 

a variant, Kashagawigamog, in Haliburton, is similarly interpreted 

“Jong and winding waters.” Apparently the Indians were fond of 

the name, for another variant, Koshkibogamog, was given to a lake 

of many bays in Barrie Township, about a hundred miles northwest 
of Kingston. 

A number of place-names in the region are from members of 
the British nobility, such as, for example, Burleigh, Ennismore, 
and Methuen. Smith Township commemorates Surveyor-General 
the Honourable D. W. Smith, and Asphodel appropriately recalls 
the trilliums that early settlers found there in abundance. Smaller 
localities had sometimes a name with a romantic connotation. Love- 
sick Lake, for example, was at first considered a part of Deer Bay, 
or called the Burleigh Rapids or Chutes; but when an Indian, 
Richard Fawn, was jilted by an Irish girl, Katharine O’Donohue, 
he decided to end his days in dejection on an island in the lake. He 
did not carry out his resolve, and lived to pay court to other girls, 
but the name “Lovesick” was nevertheless applied to the lake.* 

The names of the first settlers in innumerable localities were 
used in early nomenclature, and many of them, such as Gore's 
Landing, Dunsford, Reaboro, Healey’s Falls, Thurstonia, Crooks’ 
Rapids, and Downeyville, to mention but a few, persist to the 
present. Crowe’s Landing on Stoney Lake recalls Francis Crowe 
(1808-1877), the first reeve of Dummer Township, an office he 
held for seventeen years. Across the lake is Mount Julian in Bur- 
leigh, originally cailed Julien’s* Landing after a Frenchman who 





Strickland, Twenty-Seven Years in Canada West, Vol. 11, pp. 233-4. 

2Some early settlers were sometimes given curious appellations. Patrick Connel, 
who came to Ops Township in 1825, was commonly called “King Connel.” His 
grave is still pointed out on his one-time farm, lot 7, Concession IT. Humphrey 
Finlay and his wife, who came to Emily Township in 1820, were known locally 
as “King and Queen of Emily.” 

With a very distinct French pronounciation, roughly “Jooliaw.” 
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was probably an Indian trader. Purdy’s Mills (Lindsay)* was called 
after William Purdy, who arrived in 1828. Peterborough, of course, 
was named after the Honourable Peter Robinson.’ Still other names 
are due to the whim of minor officials at York; and an occasional 
one recalls sentimental associations of early settlers with the Old 
Land. For instance, Aros, the Scottish birthplace of Charles Mc- 
Innis, an early postmaster on the north side of the Balsam Lake end 
of the Talbot Portage, was the name he gave the post office. The 
Aros post office was actually the front room of Admiral Van- 
Sittart’s log mansion, long the curiosity of Bexley Township. In 
addition to numerous names of early settlers and mill-owners, 
there are along the Trent River many English names, such as Wark- 
worth; while Frankford was named by Sir Francis Bond Head 
after himself, probably on the occasion of a visit. 


The experiences of individuals are often lost in historical general- 
izations, and it is therefore the intention here to reproduce from 
the rarer sources a selection of those characteristic of the region, 
and of pioneering in general. In some districts a particular choice 
of location ed to a settler’s home being widely known. Robert 
Clifford, the third settler to find his way to North Burleigh, in 1862, 
is a case in point: 

. . believing in the good old Scripture adage that the house founded 
‘upon a rock would stand the storms of life, [he] determined to test the 
truth of the maxim. He accordingly selected lot 24, concession 14, a few 
rods west of the Burleigh Road, a spot of ground which rises at an 
elevation of 100 feet, for a foundation of a house which is a huge 
granite rock, the white glittering surface of which has been polished by 


Lindsay was the name of one of the surveyors assisting John Huston in the 
survey of the town site in 1834, lots 20 and 21 of Concession TV having been 
reserved for the purpose in McDonell’s survey of Ops Township in 1825. Lindsay 
was accidentally shot in the leg, and his death resulted from infection, He was 
buried on the river-bank, and Huston’s plans gave his name to the incipient town. 
Lindsay was a community of 1200 inhabitants in 1861, when it was laid waste 
by a fire on July 5. In an hour, many wealthy people were rendered penniless 
and a hundred buildings consumed, most of them on Kent Street; but a wider 
street and improved buildings took their place. 

2The name replaced “‘Scoit’s Mills” in 1827. In 1850 Peterborough was in- 
corporated as a town. Several accounts are extant of the visit of the Prince of 
Wales to Peterborough in 1860, among them a good one in Poole, op. cit., pp. 
73-80. It had then been incorporated for ten years, but in the following year, 
when its population was 3841, three disastrous fires devastated much of the town. 
‘There is as yet no book on the history of the city of Peterborough, even though, 
in addition to all the other source materials, the collection of newspaper files in 
the Public Library is exceptionally large. 
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the suns and storms of many a century. At a distance it has the re- 
semblance of a snowbank, and has been admired by every traveller who 
passes over the Government road.t 


Many settlers—and not only the aristocrats—were enthralled by 
the opportunities for fishing and hunting, sports which only a few 
could enjoy in the Old Land except by poaching. Strickland, writ- 
ing in the early “fifties, said that “Parties are now made yearly every 
October to Stony Lake, Deer Bay, or the River Trent. . . . This is 
one of the great charms of a Canadian life.” He had seventeen deer 
hanging in his barn at one time, and he and two of his sons caught, 
near Burleigh Falls, during one morning in October 1849, salmon 
trout, lunge, and bass totalling 473 pounds.* The Canadian Hand- 
book & Tourists’ Guide (1867) says that many Cobourg gentle 
men had private shooting boxes on Rice Lake.? Typical of the early 
settlers was Washington Coones (son-in-law of Robert Clifford, 
mentioned above) who 


from a boy was always fond of hunting, and when quite young, by 
chance, one day got hold of a rifle which was offered him for sale, and 
with the ‘cuteness of a boy asked for a trial of the gun, which was 
allowed him; on the same day he went out and killed three fine deer, 
which amply paid for his investment. At last he had gained his long-felt 
wish to own a gun of his own, and from that day to this he has been a 
most zealous hunter, killing bears, wolves, and deer in abundance. Few 
hunters in northern Peterborough to-day can equal him, either in wood- 
craft or in drawing a bead on a head of game.* 


Life in many a rear township was often crude in the extreme, 
even before actual degeneration set in from sheer isolation and the 
inability to make a living. Examples could be quoted of log shanties 
without furniture or heat, the occupants lacking even a few crusts 
of bread; of church collections with nothing put on the plate—from 
complete lack of funds; of illness and death from inability to pro- 
cure a doctor or give any kind of remedy. Drunkenness often 
caused lapses even in what primitive civilization there was. In 1864 
a New Year’s Eve dance and “spree” at Buck’s Hotel, Minden, 


aMulvany et al., op. cit, p. 719. 

2Strickland, op. cit, Vol. I, p. 179, and Vol. II, p. 238. 

8An account of Cobourg is given on pp. 124-7 of the Guide. 

‘Mulvany, p. 721. A map of Burleigh Township issued by the Department of 
Crown Lands, Ottawa, May 7, 1866, shows Benjamin Coones's name on lot 8 
of Concession X (Surveys Office, East Block of the Ontario Parliament Build- 
ings). 
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went on for four days and five nights. Corson’s Siding, in Bexley, 
was, according to Watson Kirkconnell, long called “Hell’s Half 
Acre.” He says that Gooderham and Worts owned a timber limit 
adjacent, and hired Corson, a lake captain, to ship cordwood to 
Toronto, and adds: 


For the winter’s cut of cordwood he [Corson] would import a gang of 
lake sailors from Toronto. The latter would bring with them an abun- 
dance of whiskey and an auxiliary corps of prostitutes, and the limits 
were so aflame with drunkenness and hot uncleanness that the siding 
was known throughout the north country as “Hell’s Half Acre.”* 


Yet there were many worthy people who sought to relieve suffer- 
ing without a thought of payment for their courage and sacrifice. 
There were circuit-riding clergymen, saddle-bag doctors, and self- 
sacrificing mid-wives. We mention on page xlvi of this introduction 
the services of Mrs. Robinson of Smith Township, and there was 
also Elizabeth Clague, whose obituary notice in a Peterborough 
newspaper, without date but probably of 1894, expresses public 
appreciation of her life and work—and incidentally gives us an 
interesting picture of her husband, a retired sailor and primitive 
artist who was long a character in Dummer Township: 


The “Family Doctor” Gone 
Death of Mrs. J. Clague, of North Dummer, One of the 
Best Known Persons in the Township—Sketch of Her Life. 


The “family doctor” of North Dummer—Mrs. Elizabeth Clague—a lady 
esteemed for her amiable, kind, and hospitable disposition, and one 
known throughout the county for these unfailing qualities, died at her 
home, about three miles from McCracken’s Landing, on Monday May 
21st. Many a person had been enabled to leave a bed of sickness through 
the untiring efforts of Mrs. Clague, who was known throughout the 
district as “the family doctor”. The deceased was born in Wales 76 
years ago and married Mr. John Clague, her now bereaved husband. 
Mr. Clague was a sailor and for many years endured the difficulties of 
ocean life, the last vessel on which he was employed being the “Sir 
Walter Raleigh.” For some years afterwards he sailed on Lake Ontario, 
and then he decided to purchase a farm, but he was so fond of the 
water that he would not make a deal unless there was a body of water 
in the vicinity. After some exploring he found a satisfactory place on 
the shores of Stony Lake in North Dummer, and still resides there. Mr. 
Clague is an enthusiastic mariner, which is well shown by the singular 


1Kirkconnell, Victoria County, pp. 78-9. 
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device he has arranged on his property. On the roof of his barn a fort, 
which he terms “Fort Royal,” has been carefully arranged with mechani- 
cal skill. It faces the lake. In this small but striking representation a 
figure of a marine officer scanning the water looms forth. This arrange- 
ment old Mr. Clague takes unmistakable pride in. As an artist Mr. 
Clague also is very enthusiastic. Many a summer tourist has registered 
in the art gallery register at Mr. Clague’s and viewed the numerous 
paintings in the quaint little gallery. In Mrs. Clague the campers and 
residents of the northern section of the county have lost a staunch 
friend, the Methodist church a good woman, and the surviving husband 
and adopted daughter a loving wife and kind mother. The sympathy of 
a host of friends will go out to the bereaved ones in their sad loss.t 


Accompanying, or sometimes preceding settlement, was the 
thoughtless exploitation of the vast timber lands. One can almost 
see it being done from Samuel Strickland’s vivid description: “Three 
hundred axes will waken the slumbering echoes of the rocky glen 
and wood-crowned height where the foot of the white man never 
trod before,” he writes, and notes with obvious enthusiasm that 
Gilmour and Company were about to lay waste “the noble pine 
forests of Burleigh and Methuen.”® Strickland’s sons Roland and 
George were subsequently head of a lumber firm which controlled 
two and one-half townships of timber limits and had mills at Lake- 
field and Lake Simcoe with an annual output of ten million feet of 
lumber and 300,000 feet of squared timber. E. Phelan, Mulvany 
tells us, “piloted the first timber that ever came to Peterborough, 
receiving for his services $16 per day. He run the river for many 
years.”* French-Canadian log-drivers were soon imported into the 
district, and in 1866 the mills of the county sawed 50,650,000 feet 
of lumber for export. It was a stirring life on lake and river, for 
masts and squared timber were frequently driven all the way from 
Balsam Lake to Quebec." 





{This is a copy of press clipping in the small hotel at Mount Julian, Stoney 
Lake, where a panel of Clague’s paintings on wood is preserved. In the summer 
cottage of the Editor of this volume, on Stoney Lake, are many pine-board paint- 
ings from the interior of old “Fort Royal.” A few other paintings are in the homes 
of neighbours of the old Clague home in Dummer Township. See portraits of the 
Clagues and an example of his work, plate-figures 39-41. The Clague register men- 
tioned in the obituary notice has not been located but may have been preserved 
among the family connection of Mr. and Mrs. Ab Dunford, the adopted daughter 
and her husband. 

2Strickland, Vol. Il, p. 226. 

*Mulvany, p. 579. 

4See below, Section VIT. Nos. 8, 9, and 10. 
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Flour-milling did not develop as quickly as saw-milling. The 
earliest settlers—if not reduced to chewing corn for their children, 
as were those in Smith Township—had to make long journeys to 
primitive mills, at first as far as Port Hope or Cobourg. As in other 
early settlements, hollowed tree-stumps were often used as “plump- 
ing-mills” until something better was available. A small mill was 
established by Adam Scott, at Scott’s Plains (Peterborough) in 
1821. His biography is given by C. P. Mulvany as follows: 


Adam Scott, the first settler on the present site of the Town of Peter- 
borough, was born in Edinburgh, Scotland, in 1796, and was a mill- 
wright by trade, In 1812 he left England for America and settled in 
Delaware County, New York State; he remained there for about six 
years, working at his trade. While there he married a daughter of J. 
Mann, of Yorkshire, England, by whom he had three sons and three 
daughters. In 1818 he came to Canada and, locating at Port Hope, 
worked at his trade and built a saw-mill, When he came out from Scot 
land he had about $4,000. He lost nearly all of this in building, by con- 
tract, a mill at Cobourg for old Squire Henry. In the spring of 1820 he 
came to what is now Peterborough, the site of which was then covered 
with a dense growth of huckleberry bushes interspersed with a few 
pines. The first thing he erected was a small log shanty, 18 by 20 feet, 
which he covered with black ash bark. Then he put up a saw and grist 
mill, which was of the most primitive kind. The saw was an “up and 
down” saw, and the millstones were taken from a neighbouring quarry. 
The few settlers who had located in Smith Township, two years before, 
gave the place the name of “Scott’s Plains.” His daughter Jeanette was 
the first person born in what is now Peterborough; this was in 1820. 
‘Adam Scott removed from “Scott’s Plains” in 1827, having lost all his 
property through getting in debt with John Brown of Port Hope, and 
located on the Hagerman farm, one mile east of Port Hope, where he 
resided for two years. He then removed to the Township of Cavan, 
where he followed his trade. He died February 7th, 1838. Adam Scott 
was an immensely strong man. He stood 6 feet 4 inches in his stocking 
feet and weighed 260 pounds, which was nearly all muscle. With perfect 
ease he could shoulder a barrel of salt or cider. In a previous part of 
this History there is an incident recorded of his having carried a heavy 
mifllerank from Peterborough to Port Hope to be repaired. His wife 
died at “Scott’s Plains” in 1825, of the fever and cholera which then 
prevailed among the Peter Robinson immigrants. He was asked by 
Hon. Peter Robinson to accept the immigration agency but he declined. 
He owned twelve acres of land surrounding his [mill], and was fre- 
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quently urged to purchase more, but he declined, thinking that the place 
would never amount to anything. He often crossed the River Otonabee 
in the summer season on stilts to reach his oxen, which were pastured 
where the village of Ashburnham now is. One of Adam Scott's sons, 
also named Adam Scott, who was born at Port Hope, December 2st, 
1818, is now living in the Village of Millbrook, where he follows his 
father’s trade; he has lived in Millbrook for four years. He has filled 
the office of Reeve of Manvers and Cavan for several years. On March 
6th, 1840, he was married to a daughter of James Holmes of Cavan.! 


Until Jacob Bromwell’s mill was erected in Smith Township the 
only choice was between Scott’s and an apology for a mill on Gallo- 
way’s Creek in Cavan. As settlement proceeded, a grist mill was 
usually quickly established. There were often makeshifts, however, 
such as, for example, Brummill’s Mill on the Otonabee, which was 
called the “pocket mill” because of its small size. Grain was often 
taken to mill in bags tied to a crotched stick, with a pair of oxen 
hauling the load. 


The progress of settlement in the Trent region is illustrated by 
some of the documents which follow in this volume. It is my inten- 
tion here to mention interesting features of the story to be found 
in other source materials, The growth of settlements was usually 
very gradual. In 1825 only three log houses occupied twenty miles 
of territory along the south shore of Rice Lake, and one of them 
was the tavern of David Tidy, known as “a very respectable Scotch- 
man”, who was the founder of Gore’s Landing,? then called Tidy’s 
Tavern. To the east of Rice Lake, in Seymour Township, there 
grew up in the early eighteen-thirties a settlement of military and 
naval officers, for it was one of a number of townships in which 
they were encouraged to locate. Major Campbell was the Govern- 
ment’s agent, and M. S. Cassan describes in his journal his ex- 
periences in approaching and settling there.* Sir Richard 


1Mulvany, pp. 589-91. “Squire” Henry of Cobourg, whose mills Scott erected 
at great loss to himself, was a nephew of Alexander Henry, fur-trader and ex- 
plorer. Before settling in Cobourg he had spent twenty-five years in the Western 
trade, once being reduced to chewing leather aprons and shoes to avoid starvation. 
Adam Scott operated a distillery of low reputation in connection with his mill, 
where “unrectified” whiskey was supplied to the few settlers who would drink it, 
and to the Indians. 

2Named after Captain Thomas Sinclair Gore, who owned 265 acres along the 
Rice Lake shore in 1840. He died in 1858. 

8See Transaction 22, Women’s Canadian Historical Society of Toronto, 
1921-22. 
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Bonnycastle’s impressions of the region during settlement are found 
in one of the documents in this volume.’ 

Although surveyed in the early “twenties, it was not until 1860- 
1861 that the pushing of a so-called road into wild and rocky Bur- 
leigh Township first made settlement possible. The name “Burleigh 
Road Settlement” was applied, however, not only to Burleigh but 
to Chandos, Anstruther, and Monmouth (in Haliburton), all of 
them for purposes of administration part of the Township of Dum- 
mer until 1865. Indicative of the general hardship experienced in 
this region is that of Cornelius Maher, who removed from Douro 
to lot 5, Concession VIII, of Chandos in 1862. At first he was “the 
happy possessor of a horse, which he used for logging; but it was 
drowned in a beaver meadow, and he had to ‘hand-log’ for two 
years until he could afford to get another.”* 

The problem of the scarcity of cows in these settlements was 
solved by an ingenious—and profitable—scheme evolved by James 
Lickley* of Burleigh Township, who had saved a few hundred dol- 
lars capital and who certainly did not lack a spirit of enterprise. He 
developed a system of lending cows to settlers. Each cow was to be 
returned after three years, together with the first calf; but if it were 
killed by lightning or the falling of a green tree Lickley assumed 
the loss. The idea proved profitable, for Lickley became something 
of a capitalist and had leisure to be a hunter, according to Mulvany: 





Mr. Lickley’s flocks and herds have increased to such an extent that he 
is at the present time the largest owner in the county, notwithstanding 
he has annually sold a large number. His herd numbers 160 head be- 
sides a large flock of sheep, scattered over an area from Young's Point 
to the Provisional County of Haliburton, the value of which would ex- 
ceed several thousand dollars. If by any chance he meets a stray cow 
in the road he never throws a stone at her for fear she may belong to 
his herd. He is strictly temperate, honest, accurate in all his dealings, 
and shares the confidence of his employers to the greatest degree. Dur- 
ing the long sixteen years of his residence in Northern Peterborough he 
has indulged in that life-long cherished sport, hunting the wild part- 


1See below, Section XI, No. 12. 

2Mulvany, p. 743. 

8Lickley's’ mother was left a widow on arrival in Canada in 1823 when her 
husband was drowned in the harbour of Quebec. In 1834 she died in Montreal 
during the second great “cholera year”, and twelve-year-old James worked at 
various trades and in the fishing industry for many years, finally removing to 
Peterborough County in 1862. Obtaining employment on the Burleigh Road, he 
helped to chop and clear the portion from Burleigh Falls to the twenty-first 
mile-post, half a mile north of Apsley. 
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ridge, duck, and doe. He is often seen with his gun and dog, scaling the 
rocky heights or by the water’s edge of some lake or pebbled brook in 
quest of fish or game. When the shades of evening gather round he 
retires to his humble log cabin laden with the proceeds of the day's 
hunt, and after placing his trusty rifle in its accustomed place over the 
door, prepares, with his own hand, his repast of partridge, venison, or 
other game, while his faithful dog, his only companion, sits by his side 
and patiently waits his share of the spoils. Mr. Lickley never married, 
the object of his admiration having died, and in obedience to the love 
he cherished for her memory never transferred his affections to another. 


Biographical material is particularly rich and informative for 
this region. The following examples are given as characteristic. 
Giles Stone,* generally recognized as the first settler in Burleigh, 
1861 (though the census of 1850 shows forty-five inhabitants), 
purchased his hundred acres at eighty cents per acre. His father, 
William, had two hundred acres on the shore of Cedar Lake, and 
died there in 1869 at the age of eighty-four. Giles helped in build- 
ing five miles of the Burleigh Road, and in 1862 the township’s 
second post office, Haultain, was opened on his property. Daniel 
Couch was located on lot 39, Concession V, of Anstruther, where 
he had the first blacksmith shop north of Stoney Lake. His son 
Moses located on the south shore of Loon Lake, on lots 7 and 8 in 
Concession VII of Chandos. Samuel Edgar, whose wife was in 
1862 the first white woman to enter Chandos, paid $14 to have a 
barrel of flour brought forty-three miles from Peterborough. Bill- 
ings Kilborne entered the township in the same year and built a 
shanty; and in 1863 he took his family in to his ninety-six acres, 
before a tree had been cut or even the road blazed.* 

The pre-emigration experiences of many families place them in 
categories now famous in history, though sad and depressing in 
their own day. Exemplifying this group are the Burts of Burleigh 
and Chandos townships. Ephraim Burt, of lot 7, Concession III, of 
Chandos, might well have been one of the “Tolpuddle Martyrs”, 
for he belonged to a family of agricultural labourers in Dorsetshire. 
Mulvany tells his story: 


As an instance of the struggle of the average English agricultural 


1Mulvany, pp. 722-5. 
2A grandson of Giles Stone (1756-1846) of Northumberland County, and an 
example of the many who removed from “the front” to “the back townships” to 
seek their fortunes. 
SThis paragraph is based upon the biographies in Mulvany, pp. 728, 735, 736, 
and 740-1 
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labourer, it may be here mentioned that Mr. Burt had worked year after 
year, early and late, in Dorsetshire, for the sum of six shillings sterling 
per week, and “found himself” out of that! In 1838 Mr. Burt married. 
It may be imagined that with a young and increasing family, in a coun- 
try where labour commands the pittance of six shillings per week, it 
was almost a life-and-death struggle to keep the wolf from the door. But 
when his son Charles grew up sufficiently to assist his father, they, to- 
gether, by working over-time and practicing the most rigid economy, 
saved over three hundred dollars in money, and came to Canada in June 
1862... . 

Having decided to settle in Burleigh, they carried their entire store 
of this world’s goods on their backs from Peterborough, in addition to 
a food supply, the latter being renewed from time to time in the same 
manner till land was cleared and the new clearing gave forth a crop. 
This journey required several days of hard tramping at that time, varied 
by night bivouacs in the forest or open field. . . . Without following Mr. 
Burt's varied and trying experiences, suffice to say that he subsequently 
removed to Chandos, . . . where he now resides in comfort and inde~ 
pendence after passing a lifetime of rugged experiences in a battle 
against poverty and unpropitious fortune.* 


A result of isolation in the early days was the growth of revivalist 
sects and camp-meetings. Well-known at these were Thomas Robin- 
son and his wife, who hewed out a home in the wilderness in 1820, 
settling on lot 15, Concession VIII of Smith Township. They were 
old-time Methodists, widely recognized as fine singers, and, we are 
informed: 


were the leaders in prayer and song at the good old-fashioned orthodox 
backwoods meetings. Mrs. Robinson was also a celebrated physician 
and midwife, doing all, however, without remuneration or reward save 
what a clear conscience and delight in doing good to her fellows ever 
carried to her heart. It was quite a common thing for her to go distances 
of thirty miles on horseback in the night, through storms and forbidding 
forests, across rivers and morasses, to render aid to the sick; and many 
of the most sturdy yeomanry of Peterborough and Victoria Counties 
were ushered into being under Mrs. Robinson’s care? 


Organized religious life slowly penetrated into the rear settle- 
ments. Members of the Church of England were frequently aided 


sMulvany, p. 733. See also the memorial volume The Book of the Martyrs 
of Tolpuddle, 1834-1934. Five of the six “martyrs” subsequently emigrated to 
Ontario and are buried near London, 

2Mulvany, pp. 580-1. 
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by well-to-do friends in the Old Land when they sought to establish 
parish churches in the New; but self-denying missionaries provided 
that church’s first contact with many settlers in the Trent Valley. 
In Seymour Township members of the Church of England were 
numerous and influential, but the greater number of them became 
Methodists from the lack of Anglican facilities for worship. When 
Christ Church was founded in Campbellford it was the only Church 
of England in Seymour, and the MacHenry family provided a 
log house for the clergyman; but at that time the Methodists had 
eight churches in Seymour.’ The Langtons describe in some detail 
the establishment of the Church of England in the Sturgeon Lake 
region. The erection of the church at Fenelon Falls was due to the 
Langtons and the Dunsfords, and also to James Wallis, a man who 
established grist and saw mills there and greatly developed the 
settlement. 

The Roman Catholic Church sent its priests into the wilderness, 
wherever parishioners were settled. Patrick Scott, founder of the 
Scott Settlement in Chandos Township, joined with Michael O’Brien 
in the eighteen-sixties in erecting on lot 8, Concession XII, the only 
Roman Catholic church in the township. Fathers O’Connel, Lynch, 
and Keating were the earliest priests to minister to the parish. We 
have, however, no detailed records of early Roman Catholic pene- 
tration into the Valley of the Trent. 

The cheapness and potency of badly made whiskey created 
many a problem in this as in other regions. But temperance so- 
cieties were soon diligent in every district; and although the peace- 
loving and sober were often disturbed by the riotous and drunken, 
the worst conditions were gradually alleviated. This was sometimes 
effected—as in Ennismore village—by raising the tavern’s licence 
to $600 or more, with the result that the township’s inhabitants 
were to a large extent deprived of strong drink. The disgraceful 
riots on the Twelfth of July, and other occasions of Catholic-Pro- 
testant feuds, were always aggravated, if not caused, by the super- 
abundance of whiskey at twenty-five cents a gallon—or less. Some 
localities established a reputation for sobriety which was considered 
an inducement to settlers. Among these was Harvey Township, 
which long granted no liquor licences. 


The settlement of Haliburton, occurring as it did in the late 
“fifties and early ’sixties, was quite different from that of the longer- 


1See Women’s Canadian Historical Society of Toronto, ‘transaction No. 24, 
1923-24, For accounts of the ministrations of Methodist and Church of England 
clergy, see Section IX, Nos. 2 and 3, below. 
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settled regions to the south, Stanhope Township received some of 
the first settlers. Isaac Hunter arrived in 1855, and G. A. Mason 
at “The Point” in Boskung (or Bushkonk) in 1859. These and 
other old sailors, with their strange history and yarns, gave a special 
flavour to the Lake Onishkonk region, Haliburton village was just 
bush land in the early “sixties, but by 1865 the forest began to 
disappear from the chief street, and some twenty acres was at least 
partially cleared. C. R. Stewart, Manager of the Canadian Land 
Company and the first settler on Head Lake, became a well-known 
figure in the settlement, and his son had a store in the village, Adam 
Garrett later purchased the store, and ran a boarding-house as 
well. Samuel Picket opened a tavern. Settlers within a radius of 
fifty miles came to Haliburton village to buy and sell, to go on a 
spree, and perchance to attend church. C. R. Stewart at first brought 
in the mail in a punt twice a week; but postal services were more 
frequent—and the population greater—when the Victoria Railway 
pushed into the region as far as Haliburton village, in the years 
1874 to 1878, Stewart also erected a small wooden church sixteen 
feet by twenty-four, and the first services were read by Surveyor 
Miles. There was soon a larger edifice designed by John Belcher 
of Peterborough, to which the widow of Judge Haliburton (author 
of Sam Slick and a director of the Land Company) contributed an 
organ. Before that, Dr. Peake, newly arrived from England, led the 
choir with an accordeon mounted on a frame and run with a 
treadle. His repertoire consisted of two tunes—“The Evening 
Hymn” and “March of the Men of Harlech,” but both were utilized 
in as effective a manner as possible and to the satisfaction of all. 

Soon after the formation of Haliburton County in 1874 a rush to 
Western Canada and the United States began, and about a thous- 
and settlers left for Dakota, Manitoba, and the North-West Terri- 
tories. The more well-to-do simply abandoned their farm settle- 
ments, selling only their livestock to pay their way westward. The 
loss of population was only temporary; but many of the new-comers 
found conditions harsh, and they soon degenerated to such an ex- 
tent that some of them had to be induced by government aid to 
move to more favoured lands. “A far-reaching policy for the man- 
agement of this region,” reports the Trent Watershed Survey of 
1912 with reference to those who occupied farms unfit for sustain- 
ing civilized conditions, “must include a plan for the removal of 
this degenerating population.”' Hardly ten per cent of the thirty- 
five townships included in the survey had, after half a century, been 

‘Trent Watershed Survey, p. 5. 
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cleared for farm purposes. The population of this district in the 
first decade of the century had decreased fifteen per cent, or three 
times as much as the rural population of the whole province. The 
Survey traces the pattern for us: 


Time and again, following a spur road it would be found ending in a 
remote pocket of soil which had once been ferreted out as good farm 
land, but which had, after all, been finally abandoned. Along the earlier 
colonization highways one finds long stretches unsettled to-day and with 
no signs of any former occupation beyond the mute testimony of neat 
piles of stones or occasional ornamental or fruit trees. There is not a 
jingle township but has its quota of such examples... . Often these 
abandoned farms are among the best in the settlement, but their owners 
could not continue getting a mere subsistence despite their best efforts. 
Instances were met where the owner had simply left his farm, often 
with buildings above the average, unable to find a purchaser. 


The townships to the south of the lakes of the Trent system, 
usually good agricultural land, were omitted from the Survey. Of 
the others, the five in Hastings County—Lake, Faraday, Limerick, 
Tudor, and Wollaston—had twice as many abandoned farms listed 
for sale in 1912 as had ten townships in Haliburton, and three times 
as many as had six townships in Peterborough. The total for the 
three counties was one hundred and ninety-four farms comprising 
18,085 acres, and they were offered for sale for three years’ back 
taxes aggregating $3,178.29, or at the rate of less than six cents 
per acre per year. The presence of mental and physical defectives 
and the general social degeneracy in some of these regions were all 
part of a wasted human asset; and the whole situation, according 
to the Survey, “is but another example of past misguided or rather 
unguided occupancy of townships which should never have been 
thrown open for settlement, and of the lack of appreciation by 
Government of its obvious duties.”* 


Early transportation and communication in the Trent Valley 
was primitive. Each district slowly developed its roads, ferries, 
bridges, and steamships from makeshift beginnings. A few ex- 
amples, proceeding from “the front” to “the backwoods”, will 
indicate the general trend. The Port Hope-Rice Lake portage trail 
dates from Indian days, but the route followed by the earliest 
settlers was usually northward from Cobourg to Claverton (Gore’s 

bid, p. 95. 

Ibid, p. 97. 
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Landing) or Sully (Harwood), on Rice Lake, whence water trans- 
port was available across the lake and up the Otonabee. In the 
early ‘thirties a steamboat was running over the route, a service 
that was shortly extended to Healey’s Falls on the Trent; and the 
Cleghorn and Weller stage-lines continued the communication to 
Cobourg. 

Though possibly not the first over the route northward from 
Port Hope, Barnabas Bletcher’s stage-line was an early and well- 
known one. Bletcher’s Tavern was three miles north of Port Hope, 
the nucleus of a small settlement later called Dale. In the ‘forties 
Bletcher’s son-in-law, Thomas Eastland, became proprietor and 
extended the stage-line. Eastland continued the carriage of mail to 
Bobcaygeon, Chemong Lake, and Lakefield; and in the ’sixties on 
over the Burleigh Road to Apsley and Cheddar, sixty miles from 
Peterborough. 

The first post office in Burleigh Township was called Burleigh, 
a settlement four miles south of Apsley which has long been 
abandoned and is now hardly a memory. Later post offices were 
established at Haultain and at John Holmes’s Hotel at Burleigh 
Falls. In a period when isolation was hard to bear, the rural 
postman was a popular if overworked official, and he was every- 
where a welcome visitor. The first post office in Asphodel Town- 
ship, writes C. P. Mulvany, 


was kept by Thomas Walker on his farm near what is now the village 
of Westwood; it was opened about 1837-38. The second was that 
opened at Norwood by James Foley. The first mail carrier was a man 
named Joseph Hunter, who lived in Peterborough and who, as an old 
settler still living says, “was an Irishman and a Quaker”—truly an odd 
combination. He used to carry the mail, which was certainly not very 
bulky, on horseback once a week from Peterborough to Walker’s farm 
and to Foley’s, thence south across the Trent to Warkworth in 
Northumberland County. 


During the cholera epidemic of 1832 some regions went for 
months without mail. This was particularly trying to families 
separated because of the exigencies of pioneering, Joseph Ford, a 
Wiltshire weaver, left his wife with friends in Prescott while he 
went on to Peterborough to seek work at his trade. Finding no 
demand for weavers of fine broadcloth, he hired out to “log up.” 
Hearing nothing from him, his wife became anxious and borrowed 
money to proceed to Peterborough. Mulvany tells the story: 


‘Mulvany, p. 412. 
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By chance he happened [to be] at the dock when the little steamer which 
carried her from Rice Lake hove in sight—an event which was looked 
upon as a happy omen of the future. By dint of unremitting toil Mr. 
Ford soon saved sufficient money to purchase a loom for himself, and 
with this he worked early and late for many years in his struggle — hard, 
but successful in the end—to rear and educate a family of five sons 
and two daughters.* 


Tavern-keepers provided an essential service by “putting up” 
travellers and incoming settlers as they laboriously made their way 
into the rear townships. Peter Phelan had the first tavern in Bur- 
leigh, three miles south of Apsley, in the early ‘sixties. The details 
we have about McCauley’s Hotel, midway between Burleigh Falls 
and Apsley, may be taken as typical. Erected in 1863 by Edward 
Sanderson (better known as “Britannia Ned”) who fought with 
the Union forces in the American Civil War, it was a log structure 
of one and one-half storeys in which Sanderson’s daughter Sarah 
Jane was born—the first white child in the township. Mulvany 
describes it thus: 


In the early days of the settlement this house often gave shelter to as 
many as sixty persons in a single night, the proprietor having to sit up 
all night to keep a fire going to warm his guests. Eight miles west and 
six miles east of the Burleigh Road at this point the country is entirely 
uninhabited and is a “wolf range,” so called on account of the numerous 
bands of wolves that roam through the unbroken forests, making night 
hideous with their howlings; while along the road to the north for 
several miles the land is rough and mountainous, sparsley covered with 
‘dry pines which tower away up into the heavens like so many ship 
masts. Thousands of these dry trees meet the eyes, reminding one of 
approaching the harbours of Portsmouth or Liverpool. . . . Brown’s 
Falls, a short distance north, situated upon Eels Creek,? is crossed by 
a bridge about one hundred feet in length. The spot is pointed out as 
being the place where a man named Henry Brown went over the falls 
some years ago and miraculously came out alive. The road at this point 
is extremely crooked, now dipping down into the deepest hollows and 
now rising over the tops of the highest hills. Farther on up the creek 
are the remains of a log structure, 10 by 12 feet, one storey high, 
erected in 1862 by Christopher White, one of the early settlers in Bur- 


Ubid., pp. 540-1. 
2£els ‘was a brother of “Handsome Jack” Cow, an Indian chief of the region. 
At certain seasons there are eels in the creek. 
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leigh. It contained but one door, in which were bored several auger 
holes for windows.t 


The ancient carrying-places were not infrequently surveyed into 
settlers’ roads, as ‘for example the Ganaraska trail, the Com- 
munication Road between the Otonabee and Chemong Lake, and 
the Talbot Portage between Lake Simcoe and Balsam Lake. The 
early settlers in the Talbot River region, in following the portage 
trail, were often delayed at the Grass River, where a punt was kept 
to provide ferryage. If the punt was on the wrong side, the traveller 
had to wait until someone came along from the other direction; 
and tradition has it that one wayfarer waited two weeks. The 
terrain along the river banks was all beaver meadow, and there 
were no trees from which a raft could have been made as a sub- 
stitute for the ferry. 

The lack of bridges at strategic points was often disconcerting 
to neighbouring settlers on opposite sides of bodies of water. In 
northern districts particularly, the bridges on colonization roads 
were burned out at least once a year. Where the traffic warranted 
it, a ferry service was set up, especially at places where spring ice- 
floes washed out the bridges. After several failures to bridge Mud 
(Chemong) and Pigeon lakes, the District Council in 1844 granted 
£26 “for the purpose of building a scow and ferry boats on Mud 
Lake, to ply from Galt’s Landing in Ennismore to Edmison's Land- 
ing in Smith.”? Three commissioners were appointed to control the 
ferry and obtain a ferryman, and the tolls were: 


Span of horses and wagon, 15d. 
One horse, with or without waggon, 6d. 
Yoke of oxen and vehicle, 9d. 

Horned cattle, 3d. a head. 

Pigs and calves, 2d. a head. 

Passengers, 3d. each. 


Floating bridges subsequently built on both lakes were land- 
marks of the region until modern times, when motor roads around 
the lakes made them unnecessary. 

Nowhere in Canada was there more enthusiasm for railroads 
than in the villages of Cobourg and Port Hope, rivals for the 
Trent Valley trade. As early as 1831 Frederick Rubidge was busy 
surveying and map-making for a railway from Cobourg to Rice 
Lake, and the original charter for the line was dated March 6, 

4Mulvany, p. 441. The township map of 1866 shows Robert McCauley’s name 


on lots 5 and 6 of Concession IX. 
‘Poole, Peterborough, p. 188. 
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1834. The Rebellion of 1837 and subsequent repercussions, how- 
ever, dampened the enthusiasm for these plans; and the early 
charter lapsed from non-fulfilment of the terms relating to the sale 
of stock. The Guarantee Act of 1849 inaugurated an era of railway- 
building in the Canadas; and the citizens of Cobourg obtained a 
new charter in 1852, with the ambitious plan of bridging Rice 
Lake and proceeding to Peterborough—whose town council was 
probably wise in refusing financial support to the scheme, though 
willing enough to accept any benefits that might accrue. The 
citizens of Port Hope were not much behind in railway plans to 
tap the country near Lindsay, Peterborough, and Beaverton; and 
their railway was at least untroubled by the Rice Lake problem 
which eventually ended all hope of success for the Cobourg line. 
The attempt of that line to bridge the lake on insecure piers might 
have been avoided by filling, for the average depth over the route 
from Harwood to the Indian Village was a mere seventeen feet; 
but the power of the ice of winter and the high water of spring 
combined to make the use of piers impossible, and the line was 
abandoned before it was well under way.* 

‘A curious plan for railway-building is deserving of mention 
here because it touches upon the western part of the Trent Valley. 
It is the proposal of Sir John Smythe of Toronto, “a man supra 
grammaticam, and one possessed of a genius above commas”, as 
Dr. Henry Scadding described him.* Smythe’s great hobby was a 
railway to the Pacific, in connection with which he brought out a 
lithographed map. Dr. Scadding gives the following description 
of the project: 


In a tract of his on the subject of this railway, he provides, in the case 
of war with the United States, for steam communication between 
London in England and China and the East Indies, by ‘a branch to run 
on the north side of the township of Cavan and on the south side of 
Balsam Lake’. “I propose this,” he says, “to run in the rear of Lake 
Huron and in the rear of Lake Superior, twenty miles in the interior 
of the country of the Lake aforesaid; to unite with the railroad from 
Lake Superior to Winnipeg, at the south-west main trading-post of the 
North-West Company.”® 


1Guillet, Cobourg, 1798-1948 (Oshawa, 1948), pp. 71-99. 

2Scadding, Toronto of Old (Toronto, 1873), p. 177. 

Ibid. No doubt the value of this project was greatly enhanced in the eyes of 
hoi pollo’ by the signature at the end of “Sir John Smythe, Baronet and Royal 
Engineer, Canadian Poet, LLD., and Moral Philosopher.” Dated September 26, 
1845, a copy of this peculiar production is bound with other printed matter of 
‘Smythe’s in the Toronto Public Library. 
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It is probably unnecessary to mention that many a modern 
stream in the Trent Valley bears little relation to its appearance 
or potentialities in the days of early settlement. The River Ganar- 
aska, which flows into Lake Ontario at Port Hope, is not, of course, 
in the Valley of the Trent, though it bears considerable relation to 
it because of the portage route from its mouth to Rice Lake. 
Ganaraske (or Ganaraské, as the French sometimes spelled it) 
was an Iroquois village so named from the prevalence of salmon 
there—‘at the spawning-place.”! The destruction of this river 
valley has been investigated and described scientifically in The 
Ganaraska Watershed, a work to which reference has earlier been 
made. 

‘A much smaller stream, Shelter Valley Creek which empties into 
Lake Ontario about ten miles east of Cobourg, exemplifies in a 
small way the waste of natural resources so evident almost every- 
where in the Trent Valley and its environs on a much greater scale. 
At one time considered by travellers an exceptionally beautiful 
stream, the Shelter Valley Creek supported a dozen saw mills, grist 
mills, wool factories, carding mills, and pump factories. It was a 
favoured spot to fish for trout, and they are still caught, though 
in decreasing numbers. Its banks were then well wooded, and 
soaked up with ease the rainfall and the melting snow of spring, 
while its mill-dams regulated the flow. But when large-scale pro- 
duction by electric power drove out the smaller operators and the 
remaining forest was cleared, the banks were left to cattle and 
sheep who ate off not only the grass but also such small saplings 
as sprang up. The thin topsoil washed into the lake, the neglected 
mill-dams broke away, and flash floods ravaged the stream-bed 
until it is now a sorry sight, full of boulders, broken fences, and 
refuse—a skeleton of its former beauty and usefulness.” 


Introductory comments to the various sections of this volume 


Similarly Kentsio, an Iroquois village on Rice Lake, is interpreted to mean 
“abounding in fish.” Until the eighteen-twenties, and in some regions later, sea~ 
salmon ran up into Lake Ontario and up the streams emptying into it. An early 
writer says that many hundreds of barrels of salmon were taken from the Trent 
every autumn, and that fish of ten to twenty pounds “may be purchased of the 
Indians at one shilling each, or for a gill of whiskey, a cake of bread, or the like 
trifle.” (M. Smith, A Geographical View of the British Possessions in North 
America (Baltimore, 1814), pp. 29 and 20). The building of dams and other 
obstructions and the sawdust and other refuse from mills are believed to have 
ended the salmon-run. 

2The Toronto Globe and Mail of April 27, 1956, uses Shelter Valley as an 
example of erosion and waste of natural resources. 
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give reasons for documents’ inclusion; but a few remarks here will 
provide the general political setting. The Conservatives of Upper 
Canada arrogated to themselves a monopoly of loyalty to the 
Crown, and those who challenged them were made to appear as 
rebels. Sir John Beverley Robinson and his brother the Honour- 
able Peter Robinson, an Executive and Legislative Councillor, 
were members of the “Family Compact,” and Peter Robinson, of 
course, is mentioned frequently in this volume. This small group, 
as A. R. M. Lower puts it, “managed to keep the good things to 
themselves”; and he points out that as Commissioner of Crown 
Lands, Peter Robinson was found short in his accounts and re- 
signed, although his brother undertook to make good the deficit.’ 
‘Among the documents in this volume are several relating to the 
court case arising from a tavern brawl which clearly shows that 
while cheers for Sir John Beverley Robinson or Bishop Strachan 
were in order, it was obviously most unpalatable, if not a seditious 
offence, to shout “Hurrah for Mackenzie and Papineau!”? This 
particular incident, of course, is understandable, occurring as it 
did near the time of the abortive Rebellion of 1837; but Upper 
Canada, prior to the coming of Durham and Elgin, was in no 
sense a democracy. As the books of the Stricklands, the Langtons, 
Mrs. Stewart, and Thomas Need show, aristocratic notions were 
increasingly unpopular among the settlers along the Trent, as in 
other parts of Upper Canada. 

The sources of the documents reproduced in this volume are 
given in some detail in the introductions to the various Sections. 
In general, we may say here that the Public Archives of Canada 
is the source of a large number of documents—some sixteen inches 
of them if measured in bulk—found under the general head of 
correspondence and complaints relative to the Trent Canal. Search 
in the Upper Canada Sundries led to the location of a number of 
early letters on various aspects of life in the region; and individual 
items are from other sections of the Archives. Many of the maps 
reproduced in this volume are also from the Public Archives, as 
are numerous illustrations and portraits. 

The Peter Robinson documents in the Peterborough Public 
Library form a group perhaps unparalleled in value outside the 
great archival collections. That they should have been carefully 
saved, and have survived the exigencies of life, is a pleasing cir- 


ALower, Colony to Nation (Toronto, 1946), p. 229. 
See Section VIII, No. 6 (c), below, pp. 297-300. 
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cumstance amid so much carelessness and so many unnecessary 
losses to which documentary, as well as printed, materials are fre- 
quently subjected. 

The Ontario Bureau of Archives has been searched particularly 
for surveyors’ reports and records of a similar nature. A great deal 
is available there, in the Department of Planning and Develop- 
ment, and in the Surveys and Maps office of the East Wing of the 
Ontario Parliament Buildings; and the few documents reproduced 
here must be taken as representative of a vast collection of surveys, 
correspondence, lists of early settlers, records of Courts of Quarter 
Sessions, and a variety of other material of interest to historians. 
Numerous items, documentary and illustrative, have come from 
individuals, and these, as well as those from the public collections, 
are acknowledged in the Preface. 


Every effort has been made to include in this volume illustrations 
and maps calculated to equal the documents in comprehensiveness 
and human interest. A considerable proportion of them have been 
located only recently, and by far the greater number are re- 
produced for the first time. The illustrative material falls into four 
main divisions: maps, documents, portraits, and sketches or photo- 
graphic representations of scenes of the past. 

The maps have been chosen for several distinct purposes. The 
earliest indicate a defective knowledge of the Trent system, but are 
of particular value for their Indian or French place-names and, in 
some instances, for the carrying-places they show. Later maps, 
sections of which are reproduced, show township boundaries, early 
settlements, and Trent Canal developments. Several of these maps 
are reproduced for the first time. 

The documents selected for illustrative purposes are from the 
Peter Robinson Papers and from the archival collections, as well 
as a few from other sources. All of them have some special value 
or interest, though consideration, of course, had to be given to 
their readability when reduced in size. As the Peter Robinson 
documents have not previously been printed, it has been thought 
worth while to reproduce an adequate selection representative of 
the more characteristic items. 

The portraits and sketches were selected for this volume from a 
wide choice, for the Trent Valley is comparatively rich in the 
quantity and quality of art contemporary with its settlement. 
Among others, we have the work of Anne Langton, Charles Fother- 
gill, Edward Caddy, the Reverend M. A. Farrar, and Caroline 
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Hayward, who was the mother of Alfred and Gerald Hayward, 
painters respectively of flowers and miniatures. Anne Langton’s 
paintings and sketches provide for the Sturgeon Lake-Fenelon Falls 
region pictorial representations of the conditions of early settle- 
ment in that part of Victoria County, a region which is otherwise 
not rich in illustrative material? Paul Kane, the painter of the 
Indians of the Canadian West, lived for most of a year in Cobourg, 
and the Editor of this volume has recently located six portraits in 
oil of local people, almost certainly done by him at that time, which 
we now reproduce.* Kane married a Cobourg artist in her own 
right—Harriet Clench, daughter of F. S. Clench, one of the best 
of the early cabinetmakers'—and although most of her work does 
not seem to have survived, we reproduce in this volume an example 
of her flower-sketches. 

A one-time mayor of Peterborough, the late T. H. G. Denne, 
should be accorded the appreciation of posterity for having as- 
sembled a fine collection of historical illustrations, the presence of 
which in the Peterborough Public Library makes all the difference 
between poverty and riches. Within its limits, the collection com- 
pares favorably with that of John Ross Robertson in the Toronto 





1Their parents, Captain Alfred and Caroline Hayward, lived at “Ravenscourt,” 
between Cobourg and Port Hope, and at Rice Lake. Marmaduke Matthews, 
Toronto artist, encouraged the talent of the Haywards long before they became 
world famous. Gerald Hayward's grave is at Gore’s Landing. Edith, the wife of 
Alfred, was also an artist of sensitivity, and painted many landscapes of the 
Cobourg-Rice Lake district. 

“The Langton family has given a collection of her work to the Fenelon Falls 
Public Library. 

In an obituary notice entitled “Paul Kane, the Canadian Artist” (The Canadian 
Journal of Science, Literature, and History, Vol. XI, 1873, pp. 66-72), Sit 
Daniel Wilson wrote: “His first scene of artistic labour, after leaving Toronto, 
was Cobourg, where portraits of Sheriff and Mrs. Conger, her sister Mrs. Perry, 
Sheriff Ruttan, and others of his early patrons, were executed.” With this start 
T was able to locate Sheriff Conger’s portrait in the Peterborough Public Library, 
and Sheriff Ruttan’s in the home of his great-grandson, Colonel Charles Ruttan, 
of Toronto; and those of William Weller and his wife and of Kane's parents: 
inlaw, the Clenches, in possession of their descendants. A comparison of the 
technique and colours of these portraits with those of the Kane collection in the 
Royal Ontario Museum adds to the weight of evidence, and Mr. Kenneth Kidd, 
Curator of Ethnology, considers them to be Kane's work. It is probable that other 
portraits will be located in Canada, as welll as in the United States, for Kane, 

‘ded by his Cobourg earnings, engaged in portrait work for many years prior to 
his journey to the Canadian West where he made his Indian paintings. 

“The Editor of this volume has in his home a desk built in the spring of 1845 
by F. S. Clench for his own use. It is made of Brazilian flame walnut and bird’s- 
eve mapte, and is of fine craftsmanship. The pride of its maker is particularly 
evident in two small secret cabinets with red-leather covers made to look like 
books and entitled “The Works of F. S. Clench.” 
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Public Library, and is particularly valuable because of the fact 
that, although in many parts of the province the Tremaine series 
of illustrated maps and the Belden historical atlases have added a 
good deal of useful illustration to the record of the past, the 
counties of Peterborough, Victoria, and Haliburton were, un- 
fortunately, not included in either series. 

The manuscript documents reproduced in this volume appear 
exactly as they are in the originals; but where errors in spelling 
might be taken as printer’s errors, the Editor has inserted sic in 
square brackets. Printed materials of an official nature are re- 
printed here as in the originals, with two exceptions: obvious 
printer's errors have been corrected, and occasional usages such 
as periods after column headings have been modernized. In pri- 
vately printed materials it has been assumed that the inordinate 
use of commas—often excessive to the point of unreadability a 
century ago—is due to the printer, not the author, and such 
commas have been omitted; but errors in spelling and construction 
have in no instance been altered. The documents have been selected 
to illustrate as many facets as possible of early life in the Valley 
of the Trent, and they speak eloquently for themselves. Of the 
great wealth of available material, much of value and interest has 
had to be omitted, and other documents have been in some cases 
abridged. The core of the volume is formed by those documents 
which relate to the Peter Robinson emigration and to the Trent 
Canal; but the literary and artistic productions of the inhabitants 
have been included in the belief that these best exemplify their 
spirit and culture. By introductory notes and footnotes, and by 
this Introduction, the Editor has endeavoured to elucidate these 
varied materials and to weld them into a composite whole that will 
serve to commemorate in some measure the valiant pioneers of a 
notable region. 


Epwin C. GUILLET 
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I. DISCOVERY OF THE TRENT VALLEY, AND ITS 
NATIVE INHABITANTS 


[ SEPTEMBER 1615 Samuel de Champlain was at the northern 
outlet of Lake Simcoe, preparing to accompany his Huron allies 
on an expedition against the Iroquois. His account of the journey 
is not sufficiently definite to indicate with certainty whether all the 

ring-places were used to save time; or whether, on the other 
hand, the Indians were pleased to show him all their best hunting- 
grounds, and avoided short-cuts. A notable recent discovery in 
France is Champlain’s map of 1616, but we reproduce heré his 
later map of 1632, upon which the Huron country and the Valley 
of the Trent are more clearly delineated, although of course far 
from accurate. 

Not only are Indian remains extensive in this region, but recent 
discoveries have aroused public interest and set off several scientific 
expeditions. In 1954 employees of the American Nepheline Com- 
pany discovered rock carvings, or petroglyphs, four miles north- 
west of the eastern end of Stoney Lake. The following estimate and 
interpretation of this and various other important Indian remains 
along the Trent has been prepared for this volume by Kenneth E. 
Kidd, Curator of the Ethnology Division, Royal Ontario Museum: 


Since man first became aware of its existence several thousands of 
years ago, the Trent Valley has been a major traffic artery between 
upper Lake Huron or Georgian Bay and the eastern end of Lake Ontario. 
The lakes and rivers which lie within it, beginning with Balsam Lake, 
continuing with Sturgeon Lake, Chemong Lake, the Otonabee River, 
and Rice Lake, and ending with the Trent River, provided relatively 
easy passage, in modern times made more easy by the construction of 
canals. Besides the facility which these lakes and rivers afforded for 
easy travel in aboriginal times, the land in which they lay was highly 
desirable, and its more northerly limits must have provided excellent 
hunting and fishing for all Indian tribes; while the lower or southerly 
portions were well suited to the horticultural methods of the later seden- 
tary peoples, Remains of Indian occupation are exceptionally abundant 
in the northern parts of Simcoe and Victoria Counties, as well as around 


1This map has been printed in Imago Mundi, Vol. XI, facing page 85. 
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the Bay of Quinte where the Trent System disembogues; and in the 
intervening territory some of the most unusual manifestations of abori- 
ginal occupation in the Province of Ontario are to be found. 

‘The first of these which may be described here is a group of rock 
carvings located about four miles northwest of the eastern end of Stoney 
Lake, in Burleigh Township, Peterborough County, More precisely they 
are on the east side of Jack’s Creek and about two miles south of a small 
body of water called McGinnis Lake. Rock carvings, or “petroglyphs” 
to use the technical term, are widely distributed in both northern and 
southern America, and a few are known in Ontario, but no others of 
equal extent have so far been reported from this province.t 

The carvings in question were made upon an oblong outcropping of 
crystalline limestone, a hundred and thirty feet long and a hundred and 
two feet wide, situated almost at the very edge of the Laurentian Shield. 
This soft but beautiful rock afforded the makers an ideal location upon 
which to engrave their carvings, of which there are approximately one 
hundred; the exact number depends largely upon the spectator, for 
some are so indistinct as to be disregarded by one but to strike another 
as quite obvious. The work is so shallow as to be visible to most people 
only in cross lighting, unless blackened in, and was probably done by a 
process of pecking or crushing the base rock with another stone. 

The figures include an assortment of designs, the meanings of some 
of which are obvious enough, such as birds, a turtle, and manlike crea- 
tures; the intentions of the makers with regard to many of the others is 
far from clear. Triangular outlines might equally well signify coniferous 
trees or a certain form of arrow point. Some of the anthropomorphic 
figures, with heads resembling a sun with rays of light shooting out from 
them, may represent deities. 

Many of the carvings already described correspond in greater or 
lesser degree to some of the symbols used by the historic Ojibwa in 
their birchbark scrolls which were used in secret societies of that tribe. 
Other carvings are sufficiently different to suggest that they may have 
been done by another people; such, for instance, as the very realistic 
bear tracks. Unfortunately, this point is at present as obscure as all 
other matters connected with the site; dates, the tribe or tribes respon- 
sible, and the meanings, are all quite unknown. It is likely, however, 
that the makers were an Algonkian people or peoples, that the carvings 
antedate the arrival of the white man, and that they had some religious 
significance. 

1Paul W. Sweetman, director of the provincial expedition to the site of the 
petroglyphs in July 1954, has described them in detail, as well as the investigation 
of the site of a prehistoric Troquoian village five miles to the south-east, on the 
Quackenbush farm, lot 29, Concession xii, Dummer Township. See “A preliminary 
report on the Peterborough petroglyphs,” Ontario History, xlvii (1955, no, 3). 
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‘The second prehistoric site situated in the Trent Valley is that known 
as the “Serpent Mound” on Rice Lake. In actuality it is but the most 
spectacular of a number of similar remains in the area, for kindred 
structures exist—or did exist a half century ago—on east Sugar Island, 
‘Cameron's Point, and at the mouth of the Otonabee River on the north 
shore of Rice Lake. In the light of what information is extant concern- 
ing them, and in default of excavation, it seems reasonable to believe 
that they all were the product of one culture. Beyond any doubt, this 
was an Indian culture—the belief that the “mound builders” were mem- 
bers of some non-Indian race is quite unfounded—and possibly the 
Hopewell. Excavations now under way at the Serpent Mounds will 
clear up cultural affiliations once and for all. 

‘The so-called Hopewellians, who are believed on current evidence to 
have flourished about two thousand years ago and whose most spectacu- 
lar manifestations include the biggest “serpent mound” known, de- 
veloped in Ohio. They were an agricultural people who cultivated maize, 
beans, and squash, smoked tobacco, wove cloth for garments, and, 
benefiting from a far-flung commerce, made liberal and highly artistic 
use of such exotic materials as obsidian from the foothills of the Rock- 
ies, fresh-water pearls from the Mississippi, shells from the Gulf of 
Mexico, and mica and copper from Isle Royal. The objects made from 
these substances have given the culture a pre-eminent position on artis- 
tic grounds so far as aboriginal North America is concerned. At present 
the Rice Lake Indians are believed to have belonged to this Hopewell 
Culture, 

The group referred to as the “serpent mounds” represents the co- 
ordinated efforts of a large number of people, probably working over 
a period of years or decades, The visible remains include a large ser- 
pentine mound approximately a hundred and eighty-five feet long and 
twenty feet wide, lying east and west on a fairly high ridge about two 
hundred feet north of the waters of Rice Lake, on a seventy-acre pro- 
montory. In close proximity to this main mound are at least five others, 
‘one of which, lying immediately east of the “serpent”, is popularly 
referred to as the “egg”. 

Less obvious remains include a village area where domestic refuse 
lies many inches deep, and very considerable deposits of clam shells. 
While it is entirely possible that the village remains are those of the 
builders of the mounds, there is reason to suspect that the shell heaps 
pertain to a much earlier people; which suggests that this part of the 
Trent Valley has been a favoured haunt of Indians from very ancient 
times indeed. The mounds already referred to as occupying scattered 
locations elsewhere on Rice Lake are believed to belong to the same 
manifestation as the “Serpent Mound” group. 
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Any discussion of the occupation of the valley would be incomplete 
without mention of the later inhabitants, the Iroquois and the Algon- 
kians, The former are known from the extensive remains to be found in 
north Victoria County and from scattered sites elsewhere, notably around 
the Bay of Quinte. The Algonkians are later arrivals who apparently 
came in the eighteenth century. One branch of these, the Mississauga, 
still inhabit the area, and the well-known Indian missionaries, Peter 
Jones and Peter Jacobs, were both members of that tribe. 


No. 1 in this Section is Champlain’s account of his journey of 
1615. No. 2 is a short narrative of a visit to an ossuary discovered 
in Manvers Township in 1839; and while it is probably not of out- 
standing importance, the find may well lead to further excavations 
in that locality, and it is included here for that reason. The third 
item is a valuable statement of the traditional Indian history, as 
recorded in 1904. 

There is much valuable information available as to more recent 
history of the Indian inhabitants of the region, their manners and 
customs, and their relations with the invading white man, With the 
one exception of his plying them with whiskey in the fur-trade, 
particularly at early trading depéts like Smith’s Creek, settler and 
merchant appear, in general, to have had decent relations with the 
original proprietors of the region. 

‘The remaining items in this Section, Nos. 4, 5, and 6, are ac- 
counts, by three people who had the best opportunity to know, of 
Indian life in the period of first settlement or immediately there- 
after; and they present a reliable and generally pleasing record. 








1, EXCERPT FROM CHAMPLAIN’S JOURNAL OF HIS JOURNEY WITH THE 
Hurons, 1615 


[Samuel de Champlain, Works, Champlain Society edition, H. P. 
Biggar, General Editor; Volume III, translated and edited by H. H. 
Langton and W. F. Ganong, pp. 58-62] 


. . . They set out on the eighth of the said month, and on the tenth 
following there was a sharp white frost. We continued our course toward 
the enemy and made some five to six leagues through these lakes? and 





1As was also George Copway, missionary and author of a number of books 
con his race, and of the epic poem The Ojibway Conquest, reprinted in this vol- 
time. Section xi, No. 8. 

2Here the editors list “Cranberry, Balsam, and Cameron” lakes; but G. H. 
Neeiiler, with considerable plausibility, suggests thet Couchiching and Simcoe 
are intended (see Ontario History, 1949, p. 201). 
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The map in collotype facsimile which this note accompanies may be 
described bibliographically as follows: 
[La Nouvelle France] faict par le Sr. de Champlain. 1616. (Paris, 1619] 


Printed scale 5.5 cm = 100 leagues. Engraved surface measures 
34.5 x 53.7 cm; whole sheet measures 42 X 55.5 cm. 





‘The map was purchased by the John Carter Brown Library in July, 1953, 
from Arthur Rau, antiquarian bookseller of Paris, who reported it as having 
been found in a Sanson d’Abbeville atlas containing chiefly maps proceeding 
from the early 1650's. The volume bore upon the inside of its cover the words 
“Livre de geographie de 138 tables. Ex collectione Car. fr. Piget Logici, 1709”. 
‘The Champlain map of “1616” was inserted in the volume at the time of 
binding in its relevant geographical position. From Miss Myriem Fonein, 
Conservateur en Chef du Département des Cartes et Plans, Biblioth@que 
Nationale, we learned that the map had previously been submitted to her 
for identification by Mr. Heilbron, bookseller of Paris, who, as owner, had 
given permission for a photographic copy to be made by the Département for 
its collections. Miss Foncin courteously sent us a scholarly note upon the map 
prepared by Mr. R. Hervé, Librarian of the Département des Cartes et Plans. 

The supposedly unique print we are discussing is clearly a proof from an 
unfinished state of the plate. It has no title, no engraver's name, and no 
cartouche enclosing the extensive table of place-name references. The scale 
of latitudes on the righthand boundary of the map is not filled in with 
numerals, and the engraver’s guide lines for the table of place-name references 
have not been erased from the plate. Furthermore, there are misspellings and 
errors in the locations of place-names which in all likelihood would have 
been correctly inscribed in any but a very early proof. “Fretum David” is an 
example of an error of the first sort, while “acadie” improperly located in the 
New England area tells even more clearly the story of an uncorrected plate. 
If additional evidence were needed as to the proof state of the map, it would 
be found in the unevenness of its printing. In several instances the outlines 
are not black but pale gray, and in the case of the Indian name “Algom- 
mequains” at the left centre of the map, north of the Ottawa River, it is 
almost necessary to use a glass for decipherment. This name is the only one 
also which is read with difficulty in our facsimile. 
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In geographical outline, general contents, scale, and size, the northeastern 
half of the map is a close copy, doubtless a tracing, of the printed map in 
Champlain's Les Voyages of 1613, entitled “Carte geographique de la nouelle 
franse en son vray meridiein’, a production admirably up to date as to 
contents. In the “1616” map Champlain made extensive additions to south- 
ward and northward which bespeak his acquaintance with recent English 
and Dutch publications in the field of American exploration and colonization, 
but more important from every point of view is the addition he made from 
his own hard-won knowledge of a large area lying to the westward of the 
meridian which runs through the eastern extremity of Lake Ontario. The 
newly added area portrays the whole extent of Lake Ontario, here called Lac 
St. Louis, and what is known today as Georgian Bay, the earliest delineation 
of any part of Lake Huron, Running still further to the westward from Lake 
Huron is a body of water probably intended to represent hearsay knowledge 
of the other Great Lakes which lay in that direction. The map shows also a 
conjectured, badly understood, and unnamed Lake Erie with no indication of 
Niagara Falls in the passage leading to Lake Ontario. It shows also for the 
first time a reasonably correct delineation of the Ottawa River. At several 
places on the map, both north and south of the lakes, are the names of Indian 
nations. In brief, this map records graphically the area explored by Cham- 
plain and locates the several Indian nations encountered by him in his 
expedition of 1615-1616, the narrative account of which appeared in print in 
his book, Les Voyages (Paris, 1619). 

Comparison of the lettering of the map with that on the title-page and 
plates of the book of 1619 suggests that the engraver who worked upon the 
book was concerned also with the production of the map. One may assume 
that the map was intended for publication with the book of 1619, but it is 
certain that the plan was not carried out. Only conjecture may be offered in 
explanation of this failure in purpose. At an unknown date after 1650 the 
original copper plate was acquired by Pierre du Val, royal geographer, who 
after making certain minor revisions in its configurations, adding a great 
many place names, and dressing it up in a decorative sense, published it 
under the title, Le Canada faict par le Sr de Champlain . . . in successive 
versions of 1653, 1664, and 1677. 

‘The copy of the unrevised map of “1616” here reproduced may be a proot 
made from the plate in 1619, when it was still intended for publication in 
the book of that year, or it may be a proof taken by du Val before he pro- 
ceeded with his revision. In either case it represents the state of Champlain’s 
geographical and ethnological knowledge in 1616 and thus finds a definite 
place in the Champlain cartography of New France, The following table of 
relationships shows at a glance the growth of the great explorer’s knowledge 
of Canada and fixes the place in that scheme of the presumably unique map 
which this note accompanies: 








The St. Lawrence Basin Nova Scotia and New England 


[The Lost Map of 1603.] (See ———— descripsion des costs... de la 
Les Voyages, 1632, Bk. I, Chap- nouvelle france . . . 1607. (Ms. 
ter VIL, page 41.) in the Library of Congress. (In 
Works, Champlain Society ed., 
Portfolio, Plate LXXX.) 








“Carte geographique de la —~ Champlain's ms map of 


Nouelle franse en son vray | exploration of 1615-1616 
meridiein” in Les Voyages, (presumptive). 
1613. 


“Carte geographique de la Nou- (LA NOUVELLE FRANCE] 
velle Franse . . . faict lan 1612 FAICT PAR LE SR DE 
in Les Voyages, 1613. CHAMPLAIN. 1616. 


“Carte de la nouvelle france, augmentée . . .” 
in Les Voyages, 1632. 


‘A detailed study of the map by the present writer is found in Imago Mundi, 
A Review of Early Cartography, No. XI, edited by Leo Bagrow, Stockholm, 
1954, pages 85-94. 


Lawrence C. Wrorn 


‘The John Carter Brown Library 
Providence, Rhode Island 
September, 1956. 
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thence the savages carried their canoes over land about ten leagues, 
and we came upon another lake from six to seven leagues in length and 
three in breadth. From here issues a river which makes its discharge 
into the great lake of the Onondagas.' Having crossed this lake we 
passed a rapid and followed the course of the said river, downstream 
continually, some sixty-four leagues, to what is the entrance of the said 
lake of the Onondagas, and on our way we portaged round five rapids, 
some from four to five leagues in length. We alsp passed through several 
lakes of very considerable size,* as is likewise the said river which passes 
through them, and which abounds greatly in good fish. It is certain that 
all this country is very fine and of pleasing character. Along the shores 
one would think the trees had been planted for ornament in most places. 
Moreover alll these regions in time past were inhabited by savages, who 
have since been compelled to abandon them out of fear of their enemies. 
Vines and walnut-trees grow there in great quantity. Grapes here come 
to maturity, but there remains always a very pungent acidity which one 
feels in the throat after eating many of them. This proceeds from lack 
of cultivation. The cleared portion of these regions is quite pleasant. 
Hunting deer and bear is common here, and for the sake of the experi- 
ence we had a hunt and captured quite a good number as we journeyed 
down. To do this four or five hundred savages placed themselves in line 
in the woods, until they reached certain points which jut out into the 
river; then marching in their order with bow and arrow in their hands, 
shouting and making a great noise to frighten the animals, they keep on 
until they come to the end of the point. In this way all the animals that 
are between the point and the hunters are compelled to throw themselves 
into the water, unless they pass through the line at the mercy of the 
arrows which are shot at them by the hunters. Meanwhile the savages 
posted in the canoes, ranged on purpose along the edge of the shore, 
easily draw near the stags and other animals, hunted and harried and 
very terrified. Then the hunters kill them easily with sword blades fast- 
ened to the end of a stick like a half-pike, and in this way they do their 
hunting, as also in like manner on the islands, where there is much game. 
T took a peculiar pleasure in watching them hunt in this manner, noting 

‘Lake Ontario. 

2The editors here list, with some omissions and one bad error, the lakes through 
which they believe the expedition passed; the error is “Buckbarn” for “Buckhorn.” 
The present editor takes the view that no finality is possible in the interpretation 
of Champlain’s narrative when there were well-travelled carrying-places which 
may or may not have been followed, depending on whether the Indians’ anxiety 
to get on with the invasion of the Iroquois country triumphed over their feeling 
of pride in showing Champlain the best and most beautiful of their hunting- 
grounds—the Stoney Lake section between Chemong Lake and the Otonabee— 
which could be cut off by a six-mile portage. 
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their skill. Many animals were killed by arquebus-shots, at which they 
were greatly astonished: but it unfortunately happened that in aiming 
at a stag, a savage came inadvertently in the line of fire and was wounded 
by a shot, having no idea of such a thing, as may be supposed. At this a 
great clamour arose among them, which nevertheless subsided upon the 
gift of some presents to the wounded man, which is the ordinary method 
of allaying and ending quarrels; in case the wounded man dies, the pres- 
ents and gifts are made to his relations. As to game, it is in great abun- 
dance in its season. There are also many cranes as white as swans, and 
other kinds of birds, resembling those of France. 

We went by short stages as far as the shores of the lake of the Onon- 
dagas, hunting continually, as is mentioned above, and when we reached 
it, we crossed it at one end, that pointing eastward, which is the entrance 
to the great river Saint Lawrence, in latitude forty-three degrees, and 
in this crossing are five very large islands. We paddled some fourteen 
leagues in order to cross to the south side of the lake, towards the 
enemy’s country. . . . 


2. INDIAN BURIAL Pit, MANVERS TOWNSHIP 
(Letter of “J.H.,” Cobourg Star, June 19, 1839] 


Having learned that a number of Indian skeletons had been acci- 
dently discovered in the Township of Manvers, curiosity induced me 
to accompany two friends in Cavan on a visit to the spot. 

On the apex of a conical hill of considerable height, covered with 
hard timber of ordinary size, we discovered a pit about 14 or 15 feet 
in diameter, surrounded by a circular embankment formed by earth 
thrown out at the time of the interment; on the west side was a gap 
of width sufficient to admit two persons passing abreast. 

The mass of bones was slightly covered with black mould and large 
flat stones, and about 3 feet below the top of the embankment. From 
the centre of the pit grew a basswood tree, which on being half cut 
through and its concentric rings counted, proved to be 130 years old. 
‘A Beech growing on the top of the embankment, similarly cut, showed 
150 rings or years. Forty or fifty skulls and a heap of other bones had 
been exhumed previous to our arrival. 

Anxious to ascertain the depth, we directed the pit at one part to be 
dug to the bottom and found it about 8 feet from the top of the bank. 
We estimated that one-fourth of the area had been dug, and finding it 
yielded at least 150 skulls, inferred that 500 or 600 bodies had been 
deposited. The skulls and larger bones in the upper strata were sound 
and perfect, those in the lower, as might be expected, more decayed. 
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In the conformation of the skulls a remarkable uniformity prevailed: 
the facial angle close—forchead narrow—posterior part wide and 
heavy—the occipital protuberance large—and the check bones wide 
and high; many of them indicated great age, but the majority were those 
of subjects between 18 and 30; in stature they did not appear to exceed 
the average of Europeans. 

Notwithstanding the strictest search, only two or three bones of a 
child were found, and none which could be decidedly pronounced 
female. Two skulls were picked up, apparently injured during life. . . . 
It is worthy of remark that the teeth left (and in a great proportion the 
set was complete) were perfectly sound and free from caries during life. 

No relics of warlike weapons or ornaments were found. It was evi- 
dent that the bodies had originally formed a mound above the surface, 
and had been protected from the depredations of animals by large 
stones. No lake or river of any size within several miles of the spot, 
which appears to have been selected for its abrupt elevations. On review- 
ing the appearances of this vast and sequestered Charnal house we 
ventured to conjecture that they had fallen in a battle fought in the 
vicinity and been conveyed to that place for interment, thrown in 
promiscuously, and probably in a state of nudity. The date cannot be 
far, if any, short of two centuries ago. But if any of your correspondents 
better versed in the history of aboriginal antiquities can throw any light 
on the probable origin of this remarkable grave, it would be especially 
gratifying to the hundreds who have been led by curiosity to visit it 


3. THe COMING OF THE Mississacas* 
Prepared by J. Hampden Burnham, Esq., Peterborough 
[Ontario Historical Society, Papers and Records, 1905] 


Paudash, son of Paudash, son of Cheneebeesh, son of Gemoaghpenassee, 
to the Ontario Historical Society: 
I, Robert Paudash, with my son Johnson Paudash, am desirous of 
putting on record for the first time the solemn tradition of the Missis- 


1A list of Indian camp and village sites in Victoria County, compiled after 
extensive research by George E. Laidlaw of Victoria Road, is given in Watson 
Kirkconnell, Victoria County Centennial History (Lindsay, 1921), pp. 124-6 and 
133. In his ‘reminiscences Henry Lye (1834-1926) of Hastings, referring to the 
eastern end of Rice Lake, says: “Cameron's Point had many evidences of Indian 
‘occupancy and hostile encounters; a sort of embankment had been constructed 
on its shore from the mouth of the Ouse River into the bay now known as Bird- 
sall's Bay; remnants of clay pottery were abundant and there were large piles of 
mussel or clam shells in or near the water.” (The Lye MSS. are in possession of 
Mrs. Helen Marryat, Hastings, and Mrs. Gilbert Elmhurst, Birdsall). 

*Read by Lieut-Col. H.C. Rogers, President of the Peterborough Historical 
Society, before the Ontario Historical ‘Society, at Windsor, June 2, 1904. 


10 THE VALLEY OF THE TRENT 


sagas respecting their present place of settlement in Ontario, and the 
migration which led them thither. No word of what I am about to say 
has come from reading, or in any other way than from the mouth of 
Paudash, my father, who died, aged seventy-five, in the year 1893, the 
last hereditary chief of the tribe of Mississagas, situated at Rice Lake, 
and from the mouth of Cheneebeesh, my grandfather, who died in 
1869, at the age of 104, the last Sachem, or Head Chief, of all the 
Mississagas, who in turn had learned, according to the Indian custom, 
what Gemoaghpenassee, his father, had heard from his father, and so 
on. I am glad for the sake of the memory of the Mississagas, who were 
always loyal to the great King, to hear of this revival of interest in the 
Mississagas, who do not appear in history or in the records of this 
country as much as they deserve from the importance of their deeds in 
war, and of their efforts to preserve peace and good-will towards the 
great King. In the first place, es you would know, the Algonkins, who 
include the Mississagas, inhabited the great northern portion of this 
continent, excepting the small part which the Iroquois, their deadly 
enemies, inhabited on the southern shore of the Lake Ontario; while 
far to the south dwelt the Muskokees. The Mississagas were so named 
because they settled on a river on the north shore of Lake Huron, about 
seventy miles from Sault Ste. Marie, the word Mississaga meaning river; 
but they were Shawnees, part of the great Ojibwa tribe, of which the 
word Chippeway is a corruption. In what is now the Ohio Valley, the 
Shawnees dwelt in peace and power till such time as their sachems 
became disturbed and divided by party strife. One party thereupon went 
north through the country of the Michigans, and crossed into Canada, 
at Boweeting, now known as Sault Ste. Marie, settling down on the 
north shore of Lake Huron. Not many years after the arrival of the 
Mississagas, the Iroquois, represented by their chief tribe, the Mohawks, 
came north across the Lake Ontario and massacred the Hurons, pos- 
sessing themselves of their hunting-grounds. Coming into contact with 
the Mississagas, the Mohawks massacred small parties of them, and 
endeavored to drive them off. It being a matter of life and death to the 
Mississagas, they held a great council of war, and decided to attack the 
Mohawks, and, if possible, to drive them away. A party of Mohawks 
was entrenched at an island in lower Georgian Bay, afterwards known 
as Pequahkoondebaminis, or the Island of Skulls. The Mississagas sur- 
rounded and made great slaughter of them, the island taking its name 
from this circumstance. The remainder of the Mohawks were compelled 
to retreat eventually, but being a fierce and warlike tribe they resisted 
stubbornly. The Mississagas then advanced up what is now the Severn 
River to Shunyung, or Lake Simcoe, stopping at Machickning, which 
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means Fish Fence, at the narrows between Lake Simcoe and Lake Cou- 
chiching, in order to get a supply of food. Parts of the fence remain to 
this day. There they received reinforcements, and making preparations 
for a campaign, divided into two parties. The main body proceeded 
along the portage, now called Portage Road, to Balsam Lake; the other 
party went south to Toronto. After various skirmishes the Mohawks 
continued their retreat down the valley of the Otonabee, or Trent, to 
where they were settled in numerous villages along the River Otonabee, 
and on Rice Lake. They made their first real stand at Nogojiwanong, 
which was the original name of the town of Peterborough, meaning the 
place at the end of the rapids; Katchewanook, above the present village 
of Lakefield, meaning the beginning of the rapids. A sharp skirmish 
took place here upon what is now known as Cemetery Point, the 
Mohawks being worsted and retreating farther down the river, making, 
however, a determined stand at the mouth of the river, while the Mis- 
sissagas encamped at Onigon, now known as Campbelltown; the word 
Onigon meaning in Mississaga, ‘the pulling-up of stakes’, because the 
Mississagas, coming too closely upon the entrenched Mohawks, as they 
found when they had made their encampment, pulled up their stakes 
and retreated farther up the river. After great preparation, an attack 
was made by the Mississagas, both by land and water, and the Mohawks 
were driven, after a battle, in which no less than one thousand warriors 
were slain, down Rice Lake to what is now known as Roche’s Point. 
Great quantities of bones and flint arrow-heads are found at the site of 
this battle, even to this day. At Roche’s Point there was a Mohawk 
village, in front of the former site of which is a mound in the shape of 
a serpent, and having four smaller mounds about its head and body in 
the forms of turtles. These mounds are a pictorial representation of 
Mohawk totems placed there by the Mississagas in memory of the occur- 
rence and of the Mohawks. It has been supposed by some to mean more 
than this, but my father has so stated it. 

The Mohawks fought well, but the Mississagas were just as good. 
An attack having been made upon this village the Mohawks were com- 
pelled once more to retreat. The Mohawks then fled to Quegeeging, or 
Cameron’s Point, at the foot of Rice Lake, where great numbers of 
weapons and bones have since been found, and were again fiercely 
attacked by the Mississagas, who compelled them to beat a further re- 
treat down the river to Onigaming, the famous carrying-place, where 
the Murray Canal now is, being the portage across from Lake Ontario 
into the Bay of Quinte, and from there into their own country. The 
Mississagas rested at Onigaming, and waited for the detachment from 
Toronto to join them, Before pursuing the main body of the Mohawks 
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further after the attack at Cameron’s Point, a party of the Mississagas 
went up country to a lake called Chuncall,* in Madoc, north of Trenton, 
where a party of Mohawks dwelt, and wiped them out. The lake being 
small, the fish fed on human flesh, and became very savage, so much so 
that the Indians came to hold them in dread. 

It being known that the Iroquois would never rest until they should 
return and attack the Mississagas, and, perhaps, at a disadvantage to 
the Mississagas, the latter decided to advance against the Mohawks 
and the Iroquois generally, beyond the Great Lake. They came upon 
them at their fort on the Mohawk River, and laid siege to it. After a 
long time the Mohawks, who resisted with great bravery, sent out two 
old men to see if peace could not be made, it being a pity that two brave 
enemies should fight till both were upon the point of extermination. It 
was evident, however, that there could be no certainty of peace for the 
future, since the Iroquois, as well as the Mississagas’ children, would 
surely take up the quarrel and continue it. It was decided by treaty, 
therefore, that the children of the Mohawk and Mississaga warriors 
should be given and taken in intermarriage, and in this way peace was 
assured for the future. The Mississagas then returned, and seeing that 
the land conquered by them from the Mohawks, who had dispossessed 
the Hurons, was full of game and an excellent hunting-ground, they came 
down from Lake Huron and settled permanently in the valley of the 
Otonabee, or Trent, and along the St. Lawrence, as far east as Brock- 
ville. They thus extended from Lake Huron to Brockville, in the east, 
and in the west, where the Credit Indians live, a tribe of the same race, 
from Toronto to Lake Erie. The British Government subsequently 
recognized the claims of the Mississagas to this country, and the eastern 
bands were gathered together at Nanabojou, or Hiawatha,** on Rice 
Lake; at Chemong, near Peterborough; and at Scugog, near Port Perry. 
Hiawatha is not Mississaga, the Mississaga name for Rice Lake being 
Pamadusgodayong, meaning Lake of Plains, from the fact that when the 
Mississagas first came down to the mouth of the river, the southern 
shore of Rice Lake opposite appeared to be flat since it had been cleared 
of forest, being the com-fields of the Mohawks. Chemong is a corrup- 
tion of Oskigimong, and refers to the boat*** shape of the lake. Scugog 
means shallow water. 

After the great war of the American Revolution, the Mohawks, who 
had been allies of the British, and for that reason had had to leave the 


*Hog Lake, or Moira Lake, is in Huntingdon, near the south end of Madoc 
township. Pethaps this is the lake referred to. 

**Nanbojou, Manabuzhoo, or Nanaboozhoo, is an Algonkin word. Hiawatha 
is of Iroquois origin. 

***Boat? Chemong is usually interpreted as “canoe”. 
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United States, came over to Canada and asked the Mississagas to allow 
them to settle at Grand River and the Bay of Quinte. The British Gov- 
ernment bought both reservations for the Mohawks from their allies— 
the Mississagas—and settled them there as they desired. 

In closing my remarks I would like to call your attention to the 
Indians at Moose Point on Georgian Bay. Last winter my son and I 
were at Parry Sound, where we met some of the Indians dwelling at 
‘Moose Point, who had war medals but no land or annuity. These Indians 
are the descendants of those who came with Tecumseh, and afterwards 
did not dare go back. I am sure that if their case was presented to the 
Government they would get either land or annuity like ourselves. 

T solemnly declare this to be the tradition of the Mississagas, as given 
me by word of mouth by my father, Paudash, and by my grandfather 
Cheneebeesh. 


Declared before me at Peterbor- | (Sd.) CHIEF ROBT. PAUDASH, 
ough, this 28th day of May, Chief of the Mississagas 
1904. at Pamadusgodoyong. 





(Sd.) HAMPDEN BURNHAM, | Also (Sd.) 
A Commissioner, etc. JOHNSON PAUDASH.t 


Note.—While it would be obviously improper to impute anything like a want 
of faith in the sincerity of Chief Paudash in the foregoing declaration, it would 
bbe misleading not to point out to the reader that the Otonabee Serpent Mound 
is, most undoubtedly, the work of a people who occupied the soil long before 
the coming of the Mississagas. We have to thank the Chief, nevertheless, for his 
courtesy in communicating to Mr. Burnham the story of the belief as it is enter- 
tained by the Mississagas of to-day. Chief Paudash is the very worthy and intel- 
igent head of the Mississaga Band now residing at Hiawatha, on Rice 
Lake—D. B. 














4, A SETTLER’s IMPRESSIONS OF THE INDIANS 


[Catharine P. Traill, The Backwoods of Canada: Being Letters from 
the Wife of an Emigrant Officer, Illustrative of the Domestic Economy 
of British America (London, 1836), pp. 162-70] 


The Indians are very successful in their duck-shooting: they fill a 
canoe with green boughs so that it resembles a sort of floating island; 
beneath the cover of these boughs they remain concealed, and are en- 


1A rather disappointing M.A. thesis, that of Jean E, Harstone, 1914, in the 
University of Toronto Library, has yet a few items of value. Entitled “The Early 
History of the County and Town of Peterborough and of Lakefield and Rice 
Lake,” it describes historical records of the district as “meagre”(!). Included in 
the thesis is Mosang Paudash’s long and bloody narrative of the feud between 
Chief Bald Eagle's Ojebwas on the north shore of Rice Lake and Chief Black 
Snake's Mohawks on the south shore. 
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abled by this device to approach much nearer than they otherwise could 
do to the wary birds. The same plan is often adopted by our own sports- 
men with great success. 

A family of Indians have pitched their tents very near us. On one of 
the islands in our lake we can distinguish the thin blue smoke of their 
wood fires, rising among the trees, from our front window, or curling 
over the bosom of the waters. 

‘The squaws have been several times to see me; sometimes from curi- 
osity, sometimes with the view of bartering their baskets, mats, ducks, 
or venison, for pork, flour, potatoes, or articles of wearing-apparel. 
Sometimes their object is to borrow ‘kettle to cook’, which they are 
very punctual in returning. 

Once a squaw came to borrow a washing-tub, but not understanding 
her language I could not for some time discover the object of her solici- 
tude; at last she took up a corner of her blanket, and pointing to some 
soap began rubbing it between her hands, imitated the action of washing, 
then laughed, and pointed to a tub; she then held up two fingers, to 
intimate it was for two days she needed the loan. 

These people appear of gentle and amiable dispositions; and, as far 
as our experience goes, they are very honest. Once, indeed, the old 
hunter, Peter, obtained from me some bread, for which he promised 
to give a pair of ducks; but, when the time came for payment and I 
demanded my ducks, he looked gloomy and replied with characteristic 
brevity, ‘No duck—Chippewa (meaning S———.,' this being the name 
they have affectionately given him) gone up lake with canoe—no canoe 
—duck by-and-by.’ By-and-by is a favourite expression of the Indians, 
signifying an indefinite point of time; may be it means to-morrow, or a 
week, or month, or it may be a year, or even more. They rarely give 
you a direct promise. 

As it is not wise to let any one cheat you if you can prevent it, T 
coldly declined any further overtures to bartering with the Indians until 
my ducks made their appearance. 

Some time afterwards I received one duck by the hands of Maquin, 
a sort of Indian Flibberty-gibbet: this lad is a hunchbacked dwarf, very 
shrewd, but a perfect imp; his delight seems to be tormenting the brown 
babies in the wigwam or teazing the meek deer-hounds. He speaks 
English very fluently, and writes tolerably for an Indian boy; he usually 
accompanies the women in their visits and acts as their interpreter, 





1Her brother, Samuel Strickland, who was himself persona grata with the 
Indians. See his descriptions of them, relative to both those in the vicinity of 
Goderich and in the Trent Valley, in his Twenty-Seven Years in Canada West 
(London, 1853), Vol. II, pp. 32-53 and 90-108. See also, relative to Thomas 
Need and the Indians, Section XT, No. 9, pp. 387-92, below. 
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grinning with mischievous glee at his mother’s bad English and my per- 
plexity at not being able to understand her signs. In spite of his extreme 
deformity he seemed to possess no inconsiderable share of vanity, gazing 
with great satisfaction at his face in the looking-glass. When I asked 
his name he replied, ‘Indian name Maquin, but English name ‘Mister 
Walker’, very good man’; this was the person he was called after. 

These Indians are scrupulous in their observance of the Sabbath, and 
show great reluctance to having any dealings in the way of trading or 
pursuing their usual avocations of hunting or fishing on that day.t 

The young Indians are very expert in the use of a long bow, with 
wooden arrows, rather heavy and blunt at the end. Maquin said he 
could shoot ducks and small birds with his arrows; but I should think 
they were not calculated to reach objects at any great distance, as they 
appeared very heavy. 

*Tis sweet to hear the Indians singing their hymns of a Sunday 
night; their rich soft voices rising in the still evening air. I have often 
listened to this little choir praising the Lord’s name in the simplicity and 
fervour of their hearts, and have felt it was a reproach that these poor 
half-civilized wanderers should alone be found to gather together to 
give glory to God in the wilderness. 

I was much pleased with the simple piety of our friend the hunter 
Peter’s squaw, a stout, swarthy matron, of most amiable expression. 
We were taking our tea when she softly opened the door and looked 
in; an encouraging smile induced her to enter, and depositing a brown 
papouse (Indian for baby or little child) on the ground, she gazed 
round with curiosity and delight in her eyes. We offered her some tea 
and bread, motioning to her to take a vacant seat beside the table. 
She seemed pleased by the invitation, and drawing her little one to her 
knee, poured some tea into a saucer and gave it to the child to drink. 
She ate very moderately, and when she had finished, rose, and, wrap- 
ping her face in the folds of her blanket, bent down her head on her 
breast in the attitude of prayer. This little act of devotion was performed 


2Much was done to civilize the Indians, particularly by the Wesleyan Methodist 
Society. A good summary of the Indian settlements at Alderville (Alnwick Town- 
ship) and Grape Island (Bay of Quinte) is given in W. H. Smith's Canadian 
Gazetteer (Toronto, 1846), p. 2. Training in the management of farms and voca- 
tional education of various types were included. The indenture for the lease of 
Grape Island is given in George F. Playter, The History of Methodism in Canada 
(Toronto, 1862), pp. 293-4, while Methodist religious and educational work 
among the Indians there and’at Lake Scugog, Mud (Chemong) Lake, and Rice 
Lake are described passim, and particularly pp. 274-8, 287-8, 305-13, and 356-60. 
In 1856 the cornerstone of an industrial schoolhouse was laid at Alderville, and 
4 description of the ceremony is given in the Cobourg Star, June 14, 1848. The 
Sons of Temperance was reorganized there in 1856 (Cobourg Star, September 
17, 1856). 
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without the slightest appearance of pharisaical display, but in single- 
ness and simplicity of heart. She then thanked us with a face beaming 
with smiles and good humour; and taking little Rachel by the hands, 
threw her over her shoulder with a peculiar sleight that I feared would 
dislocate the tender thing’s arms, but the papouse seemed well satisfied 
with this mode of treatment. 

In long journeys the children are placed in upright baskets of a 
peculiar form, which are fastened round the necks of the mothers by 
straps of deer-skin; but the young infant is swathed to a sort of flat 
cradle, secured with flexible hoops, to prevent it from falling out. To 
these machines they are strapped, so as to be unable to move a limb. 
Much finery is often displayed in the outer covering and the bandages 
that confine the papouse. 

There is a sling attached to this cradle that passes over the squaw’s 
neck, the back of the babe being placed to the back of the mother, and its 
face outward. The first thing a squaw does on entering a house is to 
release herself from her burden, and stick it up against the wall or chair, 
chest, or any thing that will support it, where the passive prisoner stands, 
looking not unlike a mummy in its case. I have seen the picture of the 
Virgin and Child in some of the old illuminated missals, not unlike the 
figure of a papouse in its swaddling-clothes. 

The squaws are most affectionate to their little ones. Gentleness and 
good humour appear distinguishing traits in the tempers of the female 
Indians; whether this be natural to their characters in the savage state, 
or the softening effects of Christianity, I cannot determine. Certainly 
in no instance does the Christian religion appear more lovely than when, 
untainted by the doubts and infidelity of modern sceptics, it is displayed 
in the conduct of the reclaimed Indian breaking down the strong-holds 
of idolatry and natural evil and bringing forth the fruits of holiness and 
morality. They may be said to receive the truths of the Gospel as little 
children, with simplicity of heart and unclouded faith. 

The squaws are very ingenious in many of their handiworks. We 
find their birch-bark baskets very convenient for a number of purposes. 
My bread-basket, knife-tray, sugar-basket are all of this humble material. 
When ornamented and wrought in patterns with dyed quills, I can 
assure you they are by no means inelegant. They manufacture vessels 
of birch-bark so well that they will serve for many useful household 
purposes, such as holding water, milk, broth, or any other liquid; they 
are sewn or rather stitched together with the tough roots of the tamarack 
or larch, or else with strips of cedar-bark. They also weave very useful 
sorts of baskets from the inner rind of the bass-wood and white ash. 
Some of these baskets, of a coarse kind, are made use of for gathering 
up potatoes, Indian corn, or turnips; the settlers finding them very good 
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substitutes for the osier baskets used for such purposes in the old 
country. 

‘The Indians are acquainted with a variety of dyes, with which they 
stain the more elegant fancy-baskets and porcupine-quills. Our parlour 
is ornamented with several very pretty specimens of their ingenuity in 
this way, which answer the purpose of note and letter-cases, flower- 
stands, and work-baskets, 

‘They appear to value the useful rather more highly than the merely 
ornamental articles that you may exhibit to them. They are very shrewd 
and close in all their bargains, and exhibit a surprising degree of caution 
in their dealings. The men are much less difficult to trade with than the 
women; they display a singular pertinacity in some instances. If they 
have fixed their mind on any one article they will come to you day after 
day, refusing any other you may offer to their notice. One of the squaws 
fell in love with a gay chintz dressing-gown belonging to my husband, 
and though I resolutely refused to part with it, all the squaws in the wig- 
wam by turns came to look at ‘gown’, which they pronounced with their 
peculiarly plaintive tone of voice; and when I said ‘no gown to sell’, 
they uttered a melancholy exclamation of regret and went away. 

They will seldom make any article you want on purpose for you. If 
you express a desire to have baskets of a particular pattern that they 
do not happen to have ready made by them they give you the usual 
vague reply of ‘by-and-by’. If the goods you offer them in exchange for 
theirs do not answer their expectations they give a sullen and dogged 
look or reply, ‘Car-car’ (no, no), or ‘Carwinni’, which is a still more 
forcible negative. But when the bargain pleases them they signify their 
approbation by several affirmative nods of the head and a note not much 
unlike a grunt; the ducks, fish, venison, or baskets are placed beside 
you, and the articles of exchange transferred to the folds of their capa- 
cious blankets or deposited in a sort of rushen wallets not unlike those 
straw baskets in which English carpenters carry their tools. 

The women imitate the dresses of the whites, and are rather skilful 
in converting their purchases. Many of the young girls can sew very 
neatly. I often give them bits of silk and velvet and braid, for which 
they appear very thankful. . . . 


5, THREE YEARS AMONG THE OsrBways, 1857-1860 
[Emma Jeffers Graham, in Transactions of the Women’s Canadian 
Historical Society of Toronto, 1916-17] 


It was on an afternoon in June, 1857, that the Peterborough train, 
after crossing Rice Lake, stopped at the station of Hiawatha, where our 
small party of travellers from Montreal alighted. The station itself was 
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only a shack, one end of which was devoted to the sale of groceries. 
Tt was kept by Mr. Waters, who was not only a station master and a 
grocer but also a pillar in the little mission church. 

My father, Rev. Wellington Jeffers, had been pastor for several years 
of St. James Methodist Church, Montreal, and had suffered a severe 
nervous breakdown. At his own request he had been assigned to a mis- 
sion where the outdoors life might prove beneficial. On leaving the 
train my father was surrounded by members of his flock, nearly all of 
them being of the Ojibway tribe. The women wore plain cotton gowns, 
neatly made, and simple straw hats, while the men were garbed in 
woollen shirts and trousers, with red scarfs tied around the waists. 
They also wore plain wide-brimmed hats of coarse straw. This con- 
ventional attire was highly disappointing to my brothers, James and 
Wellington, who had been looking forward to a community of fierce, 
dark-skinned braves who might at any moment decide to go upon the 
war path. The Indians bent with courtesy and grave decorum before 
my father, who was a man of commanding height, and seemed to be 
impressed by his greeting. The women, on the contrary, laughed joy- 
ously at the stature of my stepmother, who was but five feet in height, 
and took a great interest in my baby stepsister, Helen, whom they in- 
sisted on carrying in their arms through the village street. 

There was neither carriage nor horse to carry us to the Mission 
House, for the reason that there were no vehicles in the village except 
a light waggon belonging to Mr. Waters and a veritable ‘one hoss shay’ 
owned by one of the Indians. So we proceeded along the street of the 
little settlement, my father and the chief, Paudaush, leading the way. 
The Indian women, who were child-like and merry in manner, sur- 
rounded my step-mother, while I, who was twelve years old, walked 
hand-in-hand with my brother, Wellington. We were both rather nerv- 
ous, as we associated Indians with tomahawks and spears; but we arrived 
in safety at the cabin of Mr. Gervase Smith, who was an Indian of a 
superior order, having a house ‘like white folks’, as the villagers said 
when speaking of him. Here a delicious dinner awaited us of fish, wild 
rice, and other dainties served on shining dishes, while the polished 
cutlery might have adored a city table. The wild rice was a dish of 
which we became very fond, as it seemed to have a sweetness and rich- 
ness lacking in the lighter variety. 

The little mission church, to which we were taken after this meal, 
seemed very small in comparison with the St. James Church in Mon- 
treal, which was then considered one of the largest Protestant churches 
in Canada. At the side of the church was a small gate which opened 
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into the lane which led to the Mission House. To this we were escorted 
and duly welcomed. It was a good-sized modern house, painted a dark 
red, with a large garden which was fenced with pickets. Behind the 
church and just beyond the garden was the burying ground, which was 
held sacred by the Indians, no lawless or profane person being allowed 
burial there. It was a beautiful and picturesque spot. But who shall 
describe the lake—which was girdled by woods and hills and dotted 
with verdant islands? To the right of Hiawatha, high on the banks, 
nestled Gore’s Landing, and away to the left, over which the setting 
sun rested in glory, was the important mission of Alnwick. 

It was a simple yet not uneventful life which we lived among those 
friendly folk, and the life in the open air soon restored my father’s shat- 
tered health. One of the things I learned was the art of fishing. My 
father bought a punt and in this we would sit for hours with our lines 
quivering and jerking, and we usually went home with the basket full 
of sunfish, white fish, and perhaps a maskinonge. It was there that one 
had every opportunity to study the art of cooking fish, and it proved a 
most useful accomplishment, In the autumn the Indians went out in 
their boats to the rice fields and there they carefully gathered in the 
grain. The process was a simple one: the Indian possessed himself of 
two shingles, and with these scraped the rice from the stalks into the 
boat. When the rice was all gathered in, it was poured into large wooden 
pans where the Indians shelled it by trampling it (with new moccasins 
on their feet). The peculiar flavour of the wild rice was remarked by 
all of us, and we soon came to regard the white rice as tasteless. 

In 1859 the Great Comet appeared, causing much interesting dis- 
cussion in scientific circles. Religious fanatics were sure that the end of 
the world was very near, and talked constantly of the various signs and 
wonders which assured them that the Last Day was at hand. I remember 
‘going out into our wood-yard one evening and seating myself on a log, 
prepared to watch the progress of the comet. As I looked at the great 
star with a tail which swept across half the heavens, my faith in the 
prophecies of direful happenings grew strong. I had brought from my 
father's study a copy of Pollock’s ‘Course of Time’, as a help to inter- 
pret the doings of our celestial visitor. But the descriptions of the Last 
Day, as imagined by that writer, were so alarmingly vivid that T sprang 
from the log and ran back to the study with Pollock’s ‘Course of Time’, 
pushing it down behind the larger books so that I might never see it 
again. The Indians, who had great reverence for the mysterious, looked 
upon the coming and passing of the great star with profound awe. Some 
of them believed that the Great Manitou was angry with the world and 
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intended to destroy it. They asked many questions of my father, who 
held very calming views of the ‘Second Coming’ and who did his best 
to keep the members of his flock from becoming hysterical. 

In their religious feeling these Indians were simple and sincere. The 
missionary meeting was a great annual event, and the young men and 
girls were trained to sing the old hymns and anthems. I do not think I 
have heard sweeter music than their singing of ‘O’er the gloomy hills 
of darkness’ or ‘Hark the herald angels sing!’ One Sunday my father 
asked me if I thought I could teach a class of young women in the Sun- 
day School. I was only twelve years old but I said I would try. So every 
Sunday afternoon I knelt on the seat of a pew in the little church and 
told the most interesting Bible stories I knew to a class of about twenty 
young women. When they became excited over any incident in the story 
they would give loud cries like miniature war whoops, and finally became 
so noisy that my father questioned me as to the matter of my teaching. 
He told me not to tell them exciting stories, as we were disturbing the 
school; but when the war whoops lessened I felt that I had not been 
a success. 

‘When the hunting season arrived there was a great stir in the village, 
every able-bodied man, woman, and child preparing for the fray. The 
Indians depended largely on their success in hunting for their support 
during the winter months. When they returned from the hunting-ground, 
laden with the spoils of victory, they feasted until they became ill with 
various humors caused by alternate over-eating and starvation. Fore- 
thought was almost an impossibility for many of them. They have 
Tearned much in the last fifty years, however, and the improved phy- 
sique of the Indian is due to greater care in matters of diet. 

On the first day of October two Indians came to the Mission House 
to tell my father that the day had come when the men filled the yard 
with wood for the winter. Of course we had to provide entertainment 
for our benefactors; so there was a hurried conference in the kitchen. 
We had to prepare large quantities of all kinds of food—a huge roast 
of venison, a boiled ham, a bushel of vegetables, and a vast number of 
pies. We were very tired at night, but our wood-yard was packed with 
many cords of good hickory and several cords of pine for kindling. We 
always found them honourable, and even noble, in their business deal- 
ings. Would that the same could invariably be said of the white man’s 
dealings with his Indian brother! 

Becoming dissatisfied with the small yearly grant which was given them 
by the Government, the different tribes in Canada decided to hold a 
Council of protest and appeal, and it was held in Hiawatha. Intense 
excitement was created in the village when it was known that the Great 
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Chiefs were coming to hold a pow-wow. The Council Hall was deco- 
rated with boughs and brilliant hangings, and the chiefs sat in Oriental 
fashion as they palavered. One day, during the Council, two stalwart 
braves in red garb and feathers, with tomahawks in their belts, came to 
the Mission House and asked that my elder brother, who was a hand- 
some and extremely fair lad, should come to their afternoon session, as 
they decided to give him an Indian name. He went with them, greatly 
delighted by the honour paid him. On his return he related to us how 
they bade him sit by them and smoke the peace pipe—which he did 
rather reluctantly, not having as yet learned to enjoy such a rite. I am 
sorry that I cannot recall the syllables of the Indian name, but it meant 
the ‘Rising Sun’, I am glad to say that the Government heeded the re- 
quest of these ‘wards’ and increased their grants, both in money and 
land. 

‘The mission was frequently visited, especially in the summer, by 
friends who were delighted with the picturesque scenery. Among the 
most welcome guests were Mr. John Dougall, the Editor of the ‘Mon- 
treal Witness’, and professors from Victoria College. 

My father used to go to Peterborough frequently to purchase dry 
‘goods or household supplies. One day he brought home a book entitled 
‘Roughing it in the Bush’, which he thought was a remarkable pro- 
duction. After reading every word of it I said to him: ‘Why, she just 
writes about everyday life. I know people like those she tells about’. 
My father replied: “That is what makes it literature’. My father became 
a friend of the author, Mrs. Moodie, and after the family moved to 
Belleville and my father was also living in that city they had many talks 
on old times in Canada. I was visiting my father in Belleville years ago, 
when one morning, in the course of a walk, we met an old lady who was 
evidently going to market. My father bowed so profoundly that I asked 
him about the lady who had just passed us. ‘One of the ablest women in 
Canada’, he said warmly. This was none other than Mrs. Moodie, a 
member of the famous Strickland family and grandmother of the late 
Mary Agnes Fitzgibbon, who, with Mrs. Curzon, founded the Women’s 
Historical Society of Toronto and who will ever be kept in grateful 
memory. 

‘An incident which shows the complications of our quiet existence at 
Hiawatha may be related, Our charwoman was of Irish parentage but 
was the wife of Daniel Cow, a rather riotous Indian who once came to 
shoot my father, declaring that the missionary was an idle citizen. Biddy 
Cow came to my father one day to ask that her son be baptized on the 
following Sunday. On being questioned about the name to be given the 
baby, she said that it was to be named after my father and therefore 
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would be known as Wellington Jeffers Cow. Now my father shrank 
from such an honour in connection with that prosaic name. So he be- 
came a diplomat and suggested that Dr. Wood, who was the Super- 
intendent of Missions, should share the honour, and thus it came about 
that the little Wellington Wood Cow received his name and grew up to 
be a stalwart Irish-Indian and a good Canadian too. 

Sometimes the greatest enemy of the Indian was the clever and un- 
scrupulous half-breed, who, in some cases, seemed to unite the vices of 
the two races. Such a one used to swoop down on Hiawatha at intervals 
and exercise a mysterious fascination over the younger Indians, who 
were sadly led astray owing to his evil influence. Then the older Indians 
would take their guns and search for this destroyer of the village peace, 
who was so fleet-footed and cunning that he easily avoided them. I saw 
this Evil Genius of Hiawatha one Sunday morning, for he did not hesi- 
tate to come to the mission church to seek his prey. He was a handsome 
creature in a dark desperate fashion, and I remember that my small 
brother whispered to me: ‘He lookth like a pirate’. 

The next morning the village was roused by the news that half-a- 
dozen of the young people of Hiawatha had been lured away from their 
homes by this rascal and had spent the night in one of the hidden drink- 
ing places which the half-breed frequented. One of the finest old Indians 
in the church came to my father with the tears rolling down his dark 
cheeks and cried: ‘Oh, my meenister, he stole my little gir—my 
papoose—she sit on my knee and sing hymns and be a good little girl. 
But he take her and I kill him’. But he did not kill him, for when the 
searchers reached an old barn which stood in a deep wood about a 
mile from the village, the tempter had made his escape and only his 
victims were found lying in a drunken stupor. A few months later the 
half-breed was found in the same old barn, lying wasted by the disease 
then called ‘consumption’. The old woman who found him took him to 
her little cabin and nursed him to the end. Before he died he said to her 
one day: ‘I see I very wicked. But no one ever taught me—no mother— 
father very bad white man—sorry!” However, the Indians would not 
bury him in the sacred mound by the mission church, and the body was 
cartied far into the woods where it was given a resting-place under a 
maple tree—and the grave was long regarded with terror as an evil 
spot. 

In 1860 my father was appointed editor of the ‘Christian Guardian’ 
and we left the little mission for Toronto. I have always remembered 
with affection the simple people among whom we lived for a very happy 
three years by one of Ontario's loveliest lakes. 
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6. INDIAN History IN METHUEN TowNsHiP* 


IC. Pelham Mulvany et al., History of the County of Peterborough 
. . . (Loronto, 1884), pp. 218-22] 


In the north-west corner of the Township of Methuen and about eight 
miles north-east of Stony Lake, with which it is connected by Jack’s 
Creek, is a lake the real and common name of which is Jack's Lake, 
although on one map, at least, it is called White Lake. It derived its 
name from Handsome Jack, an Indian chief, who claimed all the streams 
and lands in this locality as his fishing and hunting grounds. He was 
considered the handsomest man among the Chippewas, then com- 
manded by ‘Cap.’ Paudash, of Rice Lake; he stood six feet four inches 
in height and weighed fully 250 pounds. He belonged to the Cow family, 
and among the whites was known as Jack Cow. Stony Lake, Loon Lake 
in the Township of Chandos, and all the streams south of Loon Lake 
were claimed by him as his inherited property. He was most tenacious 
of his rights, and would invariably destroy all the traps of white men he 
found set on his streams. But he would allow the pale face to hunt for 
deer and partridge or to fish in the streams, so long as no furs were 
taken. 

Handsome Jack usually lived in a birch-bark wigwam, which he 
moved from place to place as circumstances required. Although he never 
missed an opportunity of rather greedily asserting his right to his streams 
and hunting grounds he, nevertheless, was very hospitable to those who 
were friendly with him, He would often invite the whites to his wigwam 
and would order his squaw to prepare a good meal of rice, beaver, and 
partridge boiled with a little pounded corn. This was ‘Te Pake’, a hodge- 
podge mixture, somewhat akin to an Irish stew. The hospitable Indian 
would sit by and apparently enjoy seeing the white man eat at his fire- 
side. When the repast was finished he would light his pipe and relate 
thrilling scenes of his wild life in hunting the bear, wolf, deer, and other 
animals with which the woods were alive. 

Handsome Jack was the father of two lovely girls named ‘Baby Cow’ 
and ‘Polly Cow’, both of whom inherited their father’s extreme beauty 
and perfect symmetry of form. The latter grew up a most beautiful 
maiden; her soft-tinted complexion, heightened by the rose-hued blos- 
som of health, and her long black hair reaching nearly to the ground, 
rendered her an object of envy to other dusky damsels. She possessed 
a fine voice, and on many a moonlight night have the pine-crowned 


YThis item is of special interest in that Mr. Mulvany personally interviewed 
numerous inhabitants of the region in the lifetime of many of the first settlers. 
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islands of Stony Lake re-echoed the sweet melody of her quaint and 
weird native songs, the faint ripple of the waters keeping time as she 
paddled her canoe beneath the shadows of the overhanging boughs or 
out on the open lake in the splendour of the full moon. She was the 
ever-worshipped idol of her father and of many others, who were 
alarmed when, at the age of sixteen years, she grew ill of a fever. The 
best efforts of the ‘medicine men’ were futile to stay the ravages of the 
disease, and Handsome Jack was inconsolable, So died the beautiful 
Polly Cow on an evening when the setting sun shot golden shafts through 
the frost-bitten leaves that fluttered in the autumn wind. The old Indian 
chief was heart-broken. He was determined that his darling daughter 
should sleep in a fitting grave, and accordingly repaired to one, the most 
southern, of the three islands at the point where the waters of Clear 
Lake run into Katchewanooka—the Water of Many Rapids. On this 
island, about ten feet from the water’s edge, he dug the grave with his 
own hands and walled it up with stones. Then, placing the body in a 
birch-bark coffin, he paddied it down the lake in his canoe and buried 
it in the grave he had prepared beneath a balsam tree, which is still 
standing to mark the lonely grave of Handsome Jack’s daughter. The 
disconsolate father then cleared away the trees and brushwood between 
the grave and the water’s edge so that the dead gir!’s spirit could wander 
there daily for water, as was the Indian belief. Night after night did the 
sad-hearted chief watch by the grave, until he joined his daughter in the 
Happy Hunting Grounds in 1835. Since the occurrence of this touching 
incident these islands have been called the Polly Cow Islands. They are 
only about half a mile below the small village of Young’s Point, and can 
be easily visited by the tourist or others who would like to stand under 
the balsam tree that shades Polly Cow’s grave. A few years ago some 
young Englishmen who were residing in the neighbourhood arranged 
a plan to steal the remains of the lovely Indian maiden and send them 
to England as a curiosity, together with the story of her marvellous 
beauty, her death and burial; but happily the act of vandalism was frus- 
trated. The squaw of Handsome Jack survived him many years, and 
married an Indian named Snow-storm. . . . 

‘The northern portion of the County of Peterborough contains chains 
of small lakes nearly one hundred in number. Some of these possess 
names of historic character, being the names of Indian chiefs by whom 
they were claimed, with the land surrounding them, for hunting and 
fishing purposes. The first worthy of mention is Eels Lake, located in 
the north-east corner of the Township of Anstruther. It derives its name 
from ‘Eels’, a subordinate chief of the Chippewas. Its outlet is Eels 
River, a deep and swift-running stream of much importance for milling 
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and log-floating purposes which flows directly south for about forty 
miles until it enters Stony Lake about seven miles east of Burleigh Falls. 
‘Eels’ was a brother of “Handsome Jack’, In the Township of Methuen, 
to the south-east of Jack’s Lake, is Bottle Lake, so-called from the 
resemblance of its shape to that of a bottle. It empties itself into Kasha- 
bogamog Lake, also in Methuen Township. ‘Kashabogamog’ means 
‘lake of many passages’, and like all Indian names is particularly appro- 
priate. Its shape resembles very much a hand with wide outstretched 
fingers, each finger being a long and narrow piece of water. Some years 
ago a wealthy young Englishman named Falaasa met his death by 
drowning in this lake. This chain of lakes, together with Clear Lake 
three miles eastward, was formerly owned by John and Moses Taun- 
chay, two Indian brothers, who held it and the surrounding land for 
many years as hunting and fishing grounds. Massossaga and Kitcheoum 
Lakes, in the southern portion of Township of Cavendish, on the east 
side of the Buckhorn Road, were at one time the hunting and fishing 
grounds of a Chemong Lake Indian named Isaac Irons, whose squaw 
was a sister of Handsome Jack. 

Loon Lake, situated in the centre of the Township of Chandos, is a 
beautiful lake of very irregular shape, having no less than twelve dis- 
tinct bays. The water is from twelve to twenty-five feet in depth and is 
very clear and cool, its supply being principally derived from springs. 
It was originally called, by the Indians, Mongosogan; but when the 
white man reached it, after making his way through the forests that lay 
between it and civilization, it received its present name out of respect 
to the thousands of loons that annually repaired to these waters about 
the first of June for the purpose of rearing their young. 


Il. PREPARATIONS FOR SETTLEMENT 


Penns in this Section will serve as examples of a large 
number that are available. Footnotes have been inserted in No. 
3, John Smith's excellent and interesting survey of the entire New- 
castle District, particularly to indicate the modern equivalent of 
Indian place-names. Richard Birdsall, whose reports are not among 
those included here, was among the more prominent early land 
surveyors in the region, having laid out, under the direction of 
Zacheus Burnham, the Peterborough townsite in 1825, and parts 
of various townships earlier and later. Frances Stewart describes 
the process in Douro in one of her 1823 letters: 


. + one very wet day I saw two men walk past my window; one had a 
blanket about his shoulders, a pair of snowshoes in his hands, and a 
small fur cap. The other was dressed in ragged sailor's clothes. I took 
the foremost for an Indian as they generally wear blankets about them, 
but to our surprise we found this was Mr. Birdsall, a very smart young 
Englishman who is surveyor of the township in this district, and his 
assistant; they had five other men with them as chain-bearers, etc. I 
found that they had all been living in the woods for the months of 
March and April, which accounted for the ragged and weatherbeaten 
appearance of the whole party. 


1. SURVEYING THE NEWCASTLE District BOUNDARY, 1804 
[Archives of Ontario, Crown Land Papers, 72 (5)] 
Diary of Division Line between the Home & Newcastle Districts 


Stegman—1804—Diary from the 13th of August to the 31st 
Inclusive, 1804. 


Monday August the 13the 1804. Returned Diary and Field Notes in the 
Surveyor General's Office. 

Tuesday the 14the. Waited on the Honorable the Executive Council. 

Wednesday the 15the. Received Instructions for the Survey of the Division 
Line between the Home and Newcastle Districts and prepared for the 
same. 

Thursday August the 16. Engaged men and provisions for the Survey. 

Friday the I7the. Left York and went 18 miles. 


30ur Forest Home (2nd ed., Montreal, 1902), p. 36. Birdsall, born in 1799 
in England, died suddenly at Graham's Tavern (now Bailicboro) in 1851. 
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Saturday the 18the. Went 20 miles. 

Sunday the 19the. Arived at the Boundary Line. 

Monday the 20the. Went to the 9the Concession of Whitby. 

Tuesday the 21st. Began to open the Division Line and run three Miles. 

Wednesday the 22nd. Continued the aforesaid Line three Miles. 

Thursday the 23rd. Finished the said Line and came to Lake Beobescugog 
at 5 O'Clock P.M. 

Friday Augast the 24the. Sealed the Lake Beobescugog and the Large Bay 
by intersection. 

Saturday the 25the. Finished the Survey and returned to Dundas Street. 

Sunday the 26the. Went to Tuflins’ Creek. 

Monday the 27the. Arived at York 5 O'Clock P.M. 

Tuesday the 28the. Maid out the pay list and Discharged the party. 

Wednesday the 29the. Protracted the Survey and returned a Plan of the 
same in the Surveyor General's Office. 

Thursday the 30the. Maid out the Accounts for the Surveyor General's 
Office from the Ist of July, to the 31st of August. 

Friday the 31st of August. Finished the Accounts and a Plan for His Honore 
the Chief Justice. 

I Certify this to be a True Diary—Jobn Stegmann, Dy Surveyor 


2. SURVEY OF BURLEIGH AND HARVEY TOWNSHIPS 
(a) LETTER OF ANDREW MILLER EXPLAINING DELAY, JULY 18, 1823 
[Letters Received, Ontario Department of Lands and Forests] 


Dundas, 18: July 1823.— 





Sir, 

Having been informed a few days since by Colonel Nelles that the 
returns of the Survey of Burleigh and Harvey were wanted 

I would beg leave to inform you that I have them both nearly com- 
pleted, also that of the Gore between Emily and Mud Lake; I shall be 
able to deliver them in the space of six or eight days—I would also beg 
leave to state that I should have had these finished and delivered sooner 
but on account of the small Traverse yet to be done. —This on account 
of the great depth of Snow in the Winter, and the height of the Water 
this spring, was not practicable to be done sooner than now; I shall pro- 
ceed immediately down and complete it, it will require but a few days— 
We commenced running the first line, last Spring on the 20: June, and 
after that, Salmon Trout Lake, which bound Burleigh all on the South, 
fell five feet or more, so that large bays, and inundated Swamps or 
Marshes on its borders became entirely dry and passable 


To 
Thot Ridout Esq? Tam Sir &¢ &¢ 
Surveyor General (sed) Andrew Miller 


DPS. 
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(b) REPORT OF ANDREW MILLER, SEPTEMBER 29, 1823 
[Survey Reports, Ontario Department of Lands and Forests] 


To Thomas Ridout Esquire Surveyor Gen! 
Of Upper Canada & &e & 
Sir, 

Having completed the survey of the Townships of Burleigh & Harvey 
in the District of New-Castle, together with a Gore of Emily lying on 
the west of Mud Lake, I have the honor herewith to transmit the Plans 
and field Notes of the same— 

I would beg leave to remark concerning the said Townships of Bur- 
leigh & Harvey in general, that they are an extremely rough and rugged 
tract of Country; comprising but very little if any land, that in the strict 
sense of the word may be called good tillable land. The Waters and 
Lakes however bounding them on the south and west are large and fine; 
abounding with numerous kinds of large fish, and wild fowl, always pro- 
ducing large crops of wild rice, and affording, with the interruption of 
4 rapids of a few rods each a good navigation for schooners and boats. 
The numerous and strong indications of Ore together with the frequent 
waterfalls, intimate that this Country may become of vast use to the 
government as a mining Country— 

As it respects the Township of Burleigh in particular, I would remark, 
that there are four species of land or surface pertaining thereto— 
First—large tracts of open rocky, barren pine plains, very thinly tim- 
bered, with little shrubbery or underwood, and interspersed with numer- 
ous small alder and tamarack swamps, cranberry marshes and broken 
sloughs, — 

Second—Large tracts of hilly, ridgey, and in some places mountainous 
country, very rocky, steep, and precipitous. Hills thinly timbered with 
Hemlock and Pine some small stinted Oaks, and an almost impenetrable 
growth of young poplars and birches, about the size of large Sugar 
Canes, filling every foot of vacancy between the rocks. This hilly tract 
abounds in small lakes of from 30 to 100 and 200 chains in circum- 
ference, lying between the high and steep hills. These Lakes abound in 
beaver and wild fowl, and doubtless with fish. They are in the fine hunt- 
ing grounds of the Massisiguas— 

Third—Considerable tracts of level surface covered with a flat lime- 
stone rock. This is most curious and frequently extends for miles. The 
rock contains large seems from 6 to 10 inches wide, and frequently 
from 5 to 110 feet deep perpendicular. This rock is usually covered with 
alittle leaves and rubbish and in most places an inch or two of earth— 
This tract is timbered quite well with Beech Maple Ash &. 
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Fourth—A streak of from 2. to 4. lots wide and through several con- 
cessions, where the surface is bending in moderate swells and the stones 
appear to be broken or smaller and Limestone chiefly also, and com- 
pletely filling the ground—This is also timbered with Beech, Maple, & 
Ash, the soil a grey lam——The Pine plains lie in the East and South 
east part of the Township, the rocky ridges are all the northern half— 
‘The lime rock in the western or S. Western corner, And the limestone 
swells in the southern part and the southwest. 

The Complexion of the Township of Harvey is much the same as that 
of Burleigh only less of the pine plains, more of the flat lime rock, and 
as you approach Pigeon Lake on the west the Country becomes less 
rocky and in the Concession adjoining the lake and south of big island 
a few lots may be useful for cultivation but are still stony. This remark 
may also extend for a small distance down the river but with less pro- 
priety. Thus it fully appears a rough country. The rocks in general except 
the limestone land appear to be silicious and no doubt will be valuable 
for mill stones. We also found on breaking them specks of lead ore in 
places and by the large black seems appearing to run through many of 
them one would judge there was black lead. These seems contain large 
fleaks of isinglass and a substance by rubing which your fingers are 
blackened—I saw a piece of black lead near the size of an egg which 
was cut from some of the rocks by an indian, also a piece near the same 
size which marked like red chalk and resembled it exactly. This was 
brought also by the indians — 

Thave the honor to be 
with much respect 
York Sept. 29% 1823— ‘Your Most Obedient 
And very Humble Servant 
Andrew Miller Dep. Prov. Sur. 

N.B. I learnt from the reports of the Indians that something like twenty 
miles back from the rear of Harvey the land became good— 








3. GENERAL ACCOUNT OF THE NEWCASTLE District, 1827 
[Andrew Picken, The Canadas (London, 1832), pp. 153-166] 


MINUTES. Inspection of the Newcastle District made by Mr. Jobn 
Smith, Junr., Deputy Pro, Surveyor, at the request of 
Mr. Galt. 


On entering the Newcastle district the traveller cannot but be sur- 
prised that the only mode of crossing the river Trent is by a scow in 
summer and on the ice in winter, which, at certain seasons, is not with- 
out danger. A regular ferry is kept here, which pays the nominal rent 
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of 10£ currency to the Provincial Government; the tolls are at the rate 
of threepence-halfpenny for every foot passenger, and eightpence for 
man and horse. Notwithstanding the great proportion of passage is taken 
by the steam-boats, the tolls at the ferry, for the season, amount to 
upwards of 150£ currency. As the travelling in the four winter at least 
equals that of the eight summer months, were a bridge erected and a 
moderate toll imposed, the proceeds would not only meet the interest 
but soon repay the principal; after which they might be applied to the 
improvement of the road (Dundas Street), which for ten miles to the 
westward is in a bad state. The only objection I have heard urged 
against a bridge is that the ice floating down with the spring floods would 
endanger it. Iam assured, however, by old residents that the ice banks 
before it reaches the mouth of the river, and that it does not drift off 
into the bay of Quinté, but honeycombs and sinks. A tolerable road, on 
the line of which the land is generally inferior, skirts the bay of Quinté 
from the Trent to the Carrying Place, about five miles distant; at this 
point it branches to the westward until it join Dundas Street, and east- 
ward into the county of Prince Edward. At the Carrying Place the 
steam-boats are met by the York stage. 

At the first settlement of the country the only mode of communication 
to the settlements above was by boats which crossed from the head of 
the bay of Quinté by this portage (about 1 mile) to the lake Ontario, 
and thence coasted its shores; hence the name of the Carrying Place. 
The portage is laid out on either side in building lots. On the lake side 
flat rock is met with, while on the side next the bay of Quinté is a high 
sand-bank which extends some distance to the westward. On either 
hand the land differs materially, and to the west is very low and swampy. 
At one point the waters of lake Ontario and the bay are separated only 
by two miles of low wet land. It would appear that, at some period, 
there has been an open communication. There is a small village at the 
Carrying Place, with an Episcopal church, at which, for some years, a 
resident missionary has officiated. In this neighbourhood the Canada 
Company holds no lands, unless at Presqu’ile bay, which have been 
already inspected. 

Proceeded direct to Cobourg, and thence to Peterborough by the 
route of the Rice lake. 

The situation of Cobourg is healthy and pleasant. It stands imme- 
diately on the shore of lake Ontario, on lots 16 and 17 in concession B 
of Hamilton. In 1812 it had only one house; it now contains upwards 
of 40 houses, an Episcopal church, a Methodist chapel, 2 good inns, 4 
stores, several distilleries, an extensive grist-mill, and the population 
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may be estimated at about 350 souls. The trade of Cobourg is increas- 
ing rapidly, more through the spirit and enterprise of its merchants than 
its natural advantages. In alluding to its deficiency in the latter respect, 
the want of a harbour, and the break in its communication with the 
back country caused by the Rice lake, are particularly meant. It is, 
however, to be observed that the formation of a harbour is now pro- 
posed, as will be seen by the accompanying minutes, and that the Rice 
lake, by means of the extensive streams which pour into it, along which 
settlements are forming, promises to become the channel of a great 
addition to its inland trade. 

The following has been mentioned to me as the present state of the 
trade of Cobourg, viz.: 


EXPORTS. IMPORTS. 
5000 barrels of Flour. 200 tons of Merchandize. 
500 do. Pork. 600 barrels of Salt. 
150 do. Potash. 250 do. bulk of Foreign 
200 do. Sundries, such Goods, &c. 
as Lard, Beef, Butter, 
Whiskey, &c. 


‘The adjoining townships are of a fertile soil. An excellent road leads 
from Cobourg through the centre of the township of Hamilton to the 
Rice lake. A large sum (I believe 600£ currency), borrowed from the 
bank of Upper Canada on the responsibility of the magistrate of the 
division, has been judiciously expended on this road in the course of the 
summer. It is expected that the amount of taxes in absentee lands, which 
is to be levied next year, will meet the expenditure. On both sides of 
the road the Canada Company holds lands, in general of a good soil; 
those nearest to Cobourg being the most eligible for immediate sale. 
It is now proposed to open a branch road from this to meet the Cavan 
road near the head of the Rice lake. The line selected will serve those 
lots belonging to the Company which lie in the 6th and 7th concessions 
of Hamilton, from the 20th lot westward. 

The soil of Hamilton is generally a sandy loam, On the western part 
of the township it is clayey. Very extensive ridges border the Rice lake, 
which from their being bare of timber are called the Rice Lake Plains. 
The soil is a mixture of sand and clay in various proportions, according 
to the elevation: on the highlands sand prevails, and vice versa. The 
whole is, in general, capable of cultivation; but from a want of wood 
and water, it is said, would answer best for sheep-walks. In most parts 
the plough could at once be used. The large grants held by absentees in 
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Hamilton have prevented the settlements extending beyond the fourth 
concession, excepting on the western boundary and a few on the Rice 
lake. 

The following sale has come to my knowledge. viz.: 

Edward Ellis and Co., of London, by their Agents Forsyth and 
Richardson, of Montreal, to David Sidey, No. 16 in 5 con. Hamilton, 
200 acres at 15s. per acre; 252 down, and the rest in 5 annual instal- 
ments with interest. The sale was made in the course of the summer; 
the lot is good, and on the Cobourg road. 

The townships of Monaghan and Otanabee, which are divided by 
the Otanabee river, form the northern shores of the Rice lake. Otanabee, 
though it has an excellent soil in general (loam upon clay), has been 
but very partially settled. This is mainly to be attributed to its distance 
from, and difficulty of access to, market. These objections are now 
removed; the roads on all sides being improved, and grist and saw mills 
built in the township (lot 13 on 6th concession), as also at Peter- 
borough. From the Cobourg road a ferry is established across the Rice 
lake, whence a road runs from Banister’s Landing northerly, until 
it branches on 13th lot between 10th and 11th concessions; eastward, 
through a settlement to the mills, and thence to Asphodel; and northerly, 
with scattering settlements on the line to Peterboro’. There are numerous 
swamps in the township, and sandy plains skirt the Rice lake shore. The 
settlers in Otanabee are chiefly from the lowlands; the rest are high- 
landers and a few English. The road through Otanabee to Peterborough 
is improving. 

The town-lot of Peterborough is in the north-east angle of the town- 
ship of Monaghan. It is laid out in half acres, the streets nearly at right 
angles with the river; park lots of nine acres each are reserved near the 
town. The patent fee on each is 8£ provincial currency, and office fees 
and agency will increase it 15s. or 20s, more. 

The settlement commenced in 1825, at which time it formed the 
depét of the emigration under the Hon. P. Robinson. The situation is 
most favourable, being on an elevated sandy plain watered by a fine 
creek, which discharges into the river below the town. The country 
round is fertile, and there is great waterpower on the town-plot, on 
which mills are now being built by the government. These mills are on 
an extensive scale, being calculated to pack 40 barrels of flour; and the 
saw-mill to cut 3000 feet of boards per diem. 

A very substantial frame bridge has been thrown across the Otanabee 


1From the persistence with which “Otanabee 
appear to have been the original spelling. 





used in early records it would 
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river at this place. There are now upwards of twenty buildings in Peter- 
borough, including one store which does an extensive business, and 
another now being built. There is a medical practitioner and two clergy- 
men resident here (Episcopalian and Roman Catholic), and a school 
to which the government allows a liberal aid. 

The township of Smith is a peninsula formed by the Mud or shallow 
lakes which divide it from Ennismore and Harvey, and the Otanabee 
river, which separates it from Douro. The soil is a loam; in the north- 
cast angle it is rocky. The settlement was commenced, about nine years 
ago, by a small body of Cumberland miners, who were located by gov- 
ernment on either side of the Indian portage from the Otanabee river 
to Mud lake. This is about seven miles over, and the road is tolerably 
good. To these emigrants, on depositing a sum of money, I believe in 
the proportion of 10£ to each head of a family, a free passage was 
afforded; the money was returned when their settlement had been com- 

leted, 
PiThese settlers are now independent farmers, although at first several 
had their own exertions alone to depend upon. 

The principle of a deposit, in all cases where aid is given to emigrants, 
is well worthy consideration. It is a guarantee for their good intentions, 
a guard against a fickle disposition, and a reserved fund in the time of 
need for the emigrant. Since the period spoken of, many emigrants from 
the north of Ireland, and more lately from the south, have settled in 
Smith. It is in general well settled to the 7th concession, and on Mud 
lake to the 11th concession. Canada Company lands, within this range, 
are the most eligible for immediate sale. Several families, under the 
superintendence of Mr. Robinson, have been located as far back as the 
12th and 13th concessions. The lakes and other waters bordering on 
Smith abound with the maskinonjee and bass, and Clear lake (between 
Douro and Smith) with salmon trout to the weight of 30 Ib. and 40 Ib. 
The canal, which has been spoken of between the bay of Quinté and 
lake Simcoe, it is supposed will cross the peninsula near the base. 
Several of the miners informed me that, being in search of a salt-spring, 
they had discovered on the 27th, in 10th concession, Smith, C. C., a 
spring which in smell and taste resembled that of Gollsland. 

The townships of Douro, Emily, and Ennismore, or the Gore of 
Emily, have for the most part been settled by the emigrants of 1825. 

The soil of Douro is calcareous; there are large swamps scattered 
through the township; the best lands are at a distance from the waters, 
and particularly on the eastern boundary; and the most eligible lots for 

Later named Shemong (Chemong). 
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sale are those approximating to Peterborough. Mr. Robinson’s emi- 
grants are located on the front third of the township; the rest has been 
located by militiamen chiefly, scarce one of whom has performed the 
settlement duties required. The lands will, of course, revert to the crown, 
and, as the localities are daily improving, will no doubt be speedily 
settled. The settlers are exerting themselves in opening roads. 

The township of Dummer, which lies to the eastward of Douro, re- 
sembles it in soil. The front is generally good, the rear rocky. There is 
no settlement in this township as yet; the most eligible lots for imme- 
diate sale are those on the front. A large creek called the Squaw-kone- 
gaw, takes its rise in a small lake within fifty or sixty rods of a bay of 
the large lake" on the Otanabee river. They are separated by a rocky 
ridge, at the highest not more than six or seven feet above the level of 
either lake, and as the rocks rise abruptly on either side, a ravine is 
formed, down which part of the waters of the Otanabee find a passage 
in the spring flood. Were it at any time to become an object (for the 
sake of mills, &.), by throwing a dam across the Otanabee river at 
25th in 4th concession of Douro, a certain supply of water might be at 
all times diverted down the Squaw-kone-gaw; and this again might be 
regulated by a sluice-dam on the ravine, which it is believed is on 30th 
lot in 6th concession, Dummer, C. C. 

This very extraordinary connexion of waters is met with in other parts 
of the province. I would instance the Salmon river and the Moira, 
which leave the same lake in Sheffield; and the Gananoqui and Catara- 
qui creeks, which flow from the same lakes on the line of the Rideau 
canal. 

The township of Ennismore, or Gore of Emily, is generally of an 
excellent soil, loam upon clay. A large proportion is taken up by re- 
serves and surveyor's land, the remainder by emigrants of 1825, chiefly 
from Kerry, and who are doing well. The nearest mills are at Peter- 
borough. 

Emily is settled, through a few of the first concessions, by emigrants 
from the north of Ireland, thence to the rear by those of 1825. The 
roads are yet new but improving; in the latest settlements but partially 
opened. The soil is generally good, sandy loams in the hills, on the flats 
and in the valleys clayey loam; the township is for the most part level, 
and has numerous swamps, especially towards the rear and on the line 
of Pigeon creek, which traverses the township. Beaver meadows are fre- 
quent in this, and are also met with in the other townships in this range: 


*This is Stoney Lake, then usually called Salmon Trout Lake. Squaw-kone-gaw, 
‘or Squaknegossipi Creek, is the Indian name for Indian River. 
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they are very serviceable to the new settler. There are two good saw- 
mill sites in this township; one reserved by government on south half 
18th and 19th in 8th concession; a second on 6th in 10th concession. 
A small grist-mill is being built on 19th in 4th concession. It is probable, 
however, that, excepting for the home use of settlers, the produce will 
be generally taken to Peterborough, from the excellent mills there and 
other conveniences. To that place a road has been opened, and the 
magistrates of Hamilton! having lately granted 30£ to aid the inhabi- 
tants, it will soon be improved. By the line of Pigeon creek the settlers 
in Emily may pass by water to Mud lake, within seven or eight miles 
(by a good road) of Peterborough, and by this route many of Mr. 
Robinson’s emigrants and their provisions were conveyed. 

‘There is such an advantageous line of water communication in that 
direction that the whole produce of the back country may be expected 
to pass by Peterborough; hence all lands in the situation relatively 
favourable may be considered the most valuable. Ops is one of the finest 
townships in this part of the country; the soil is loam upon clay; it is, 
in general, level: the north-east angle of the township has extensive 
swamps. The Scugog river, a very fine stream navigable for boats, 
traverses the township, by means of which settlers may proceed to Mud 
lake, with only one portage of one quarter mile, at what is called the 
Pau-boo-kaije-wenum? rapid. At one place in the township the river 
is very rapid, and, having a descent of from twelve to fourteen feet, 
would afford an excellent mill site. In a southern direction, by the 
Scugog lake from which the river issues, water communication may be 
had in spring and fall through the townships of Cartwright and Reach, 
within seventeen or eighteen miles of the Big Bay, in Whitby, on lake 
Ontario. The township was actually surveyed in 1825, and thrown open 
for location on the principle of actual settlement. Many locations were 
made, but it is to be feared that, from the want of roads and mills, the 
conditions of settlement will in very few instances be performed. There 
has been much said against the system of demanding fees on grants of 
land in this province, which would have never found utterance had a 
proportion been expended in opening roads, building mills, &. Such 
improvements would ensure a more speedy and satisfactory settlement 
than any penal conditions annexed to grants of land. 

‘A waggon road has been opened for about nine years from Port Hope, 
following the boundary line between Hope and Hamilton, Cavan and 
Monaghan, to Emily and Smith. The line of road is broken by ridges 


1The township, of course. 
2Apparently the Indian name for Bobcaygeon Falls. 
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and swamps, at which places much labour will be required to make it 
good. It is at all times passable. 

Cavan was first settled in 1817. At this time scarce a lot remains 
unlocated (except reserves); the soil is generally good, sandy loam 
upon the west; on the east inclined to clay; in the front rather light. 
Those lots next Monaghan are the most eligible for immediate sale. 
‘The township is well watered and possesses numerous sites for saw- 
mills. There is already built, and at work, 1 grist and saw-mill on E. % 
12th in 4th con.; 1 grist mill on 10th in 4th con.; and another on 14th 
in 9th con. There are 5 stores and 2 distilleries in the township. The 
mills are used for the home consumption only, the surplus wheat being 
sent to market at Port Hope. The majority of the inhabitants of Cavan 
are from the north of Ireland, the remainder English and from the 
south of Ireland. The first, it is believed, are Presbyterians, but attend 
the Episcopal service in the absence of a clergyman of their own. 

The Episcopal church stands on 12th in 10th con.; a missionary has 
been resident from the first settlement of the township. There are six 
schools scattered through the township, with from twenty-five to forty 
scholars each. The clearings are large and in good order; frame barns 
are numerous, but the dwellings are yet of logs. 

Monaghan was settled at the same time as Cavan, chiefly by English. 
The soil is loam upon clay. The township is generally well settled, with 
the exception of some large grants on the 13th con., and on the Rice 
lake. It is well watered, but without mill sites except at Peterborough. 
In this, as in all the adjoining townships, the timber for the most part 
remains uninjured; the roads are yet new, but the inhabitants are mak- 
ing exertions to improve them. There are two families in this township 
whose exertions and success deserve mention. Both came out with 
limited means about eight years since. 

The Rutherfords, from Jedburgh in Scotland, had, in 1826, about 
fifty head of horned cattle, besides grain and meadow land, 

. . . Smithson, from Yorkshire, raises, upon the average, sixty acres 
of wheat every year. 

JOHN SMITH, Jun., 
Dep. Pro. Surveyor. 
Cobourg, 14th Dec., 1827. 
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5, SURVEY FoR THE TowN oF LINDSAY, 1834 


[Archives of Ontario, Crown Land Papers, Diaries & Field Notes, 
72(2)] 


LINDSAY J HUSTON 1834 


Diary whilst employed in Surveying the Town Plot in the Township of 
Ops ending in July 1833.1 


Received from Samuel Proudfoot Hurd Esquire Surveyor General of the 
Province of Upper Canada—Instructions to Survey a Town Plot in the 
Township of Ops bearing date the 23rd of May 1833.— 


1833 


June 20th Thursday left home to commence the Survey called upon 
Alexander McDonell Esq. at Peterboro for further instructions. 
got to Cottingham in Emily the same day 
21 Friday employed William English and Thomas Laidly got near 
to the Town Plot in Ops the same day 
“ 22 Saturday employed James McGuire and James Ried for the 
day only set all hands to build a shanty on the Town Plot to 
sleep and cook in. 
“ 23 Sunday did no work 
“ 24 Monday I attended the sale of the improvements of the high- 
ways in Ops—being one of the Commissioners my men to 
have no pay this day but I had to find them — 
“ 25 Tuesday Surveyed. 
“26 Wednesday Do 
“ 27 Thursday dismissed Thomas Laidly, consulted Mr. Logie and 
Mr. Purdy who advised me to go to Peterboro and inform A. 
McDonell Esq. of the bad quality of the land I did so and Mr. 
‘McDonell directed me to return and go on and Survey — — 
“28 — Got back to Cottingham in Emily. — 
“ 29 Saturday Engaged Isaac English both William English and 
Isaac English to have pay this day 
“ 30 Sunday ——— 
July 1 Monday engaged James McGuire and James Ried again and 
also John McCarter — 
Tuesday Surveyed 
Wednesday Do 
Thursday Surveyed engaged William Rich — 
Friday Survey'd rain — 
Saturday Survey’d John McCarter quit the employment. 
Sunday ——— 
Monday engaged Michael Sheels Survey’d — 
Surveyed — rain 
Wednesday Do dismissed William Rich — 
¥n June 1846 John K. Roche surveyed “the Park Lots adjacent to the Town 


Plot of Lindsay” (Archives of Ontario, Crown Land Papers, Diaries and Field 
Notes, 72 (6)). 
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“11 Thursday Surveyed Isaac English left the employment 

“12 Friday Surveyed 

13. Saturday Surveyed rain dismissed Michael Sheals 

“14 Sunday — 

“15 Monday Surveyed and finished dismissed all hands 

“16 Tuesday got to Peterboro At distant periods spent 4 days in 

writing my field book mapping and making out my returns 

NewCastle District 


To Wit 

John Huston 

Esquire of the Township of Cavan in the said 
district Deputy Surveyor maketh oath and saith that the annexed Diary is 
just and true to the best of his knowledge and belief. 

J. Huston 
Sworn before me this 
3ist day of May 1834, 
R. Henry J.P. 


Il]. SETTLEMENT AND PIONEER LIFE 


[es cusmactanisics of general settlement and early life in the 
region are exemplified in this Section. Several plans for settle- 
ment, some of them abortive, are included. To obtain action in 
promised surveys or grants, petitions were often necessary, as in 
No. 3. Pioneer conditions in some of the earliest settlements are 
well described in Nos. 2 and 7. No. 5, a letter of Admiral Van- 
Sittart relative to his proposed settlement in Bexley Township near 
Balsam Lake, opens up an intriguing episode in pioneering about 
which comparatively little is known. No. 9 is an interesting docu- 
ment relative to settlement at the mouth of the Trent (Trent Port 
or Trenton). Nos. 11 and 12 illustrate conditions of settlement in 
the northern townships just prior to Confederation, 1867, which 
is the limit of the period under review in this volume. It has been 
considered preferable for purposes of comparison to keep the ex- 
cerpts from the prose writings of early settlers largely in one place 
(Section XI), and a great deal of valuable material on settlement 
and pioneer experiences is consequently to be found in that 
Section. 


1. EARLY PLANS FoR SETTLEMENT 
(a) CHARLES FOTHERGILL PLANS A SETTLEMENT NEAR RICE LAKE, 1817 
[Public Archives of Canada, Upper Canada Sundries, 1817] 


May it please your Excellency 

I trust your Excellency will pardon my accompanying the enclosed 
with a request for the honor of an interview in which I might further 
explain the views I have ventured to entertain, along with a few gentle- 
men of my acquaintance shortly expected from England, in respect of a 
settlement to be made in Upper Canada— 

—I have taken the liberty of enclosing the copies of two letters 
addressed by myself to Henry Goulburne Esq’, with their answers, in 
order that your Excellency might perceive, in some measure the nature 
& extent of my designs—and that my wishes extend somewhat beyond 
the limits of those grants which I have understood are usually made to 
mere, ordinary, farmers— 

—On my arrival at Quebec, and my having the honor of an interview 
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with his Excellency Sir John C. Sherbrooke—after explaining the nature 
of my views—he returned the letter addressed to him by the Secretary 
of State at home—with a desire that I would give it to your Excellency, 
& with an assurance that, from your Excellency’s indulgence & liberality, 
I might hope for everything for which I had expressed a desire— 
Being an entire stranger to your Excellency I can have no claims to 
urge for any particular indulgence or attention—I can only declare my 
hopes & in soliciting an opportunity further to explain them entreat 
your pardon for the manner, perhaps irregular—in which I have 
ventured thus to introduce myself{— 
T have the honor to subscribe myself, 
With the highest Consideration & respect, 
Your Excellency’s 
Most obedt & very humble Serv— 
Charles Fothergill 
Jordan’s 
The York Hotel 
Monday Morning 
March 10th 
1817 


(b) FOTHERGILL’s PLAN, 1817 
[Public Archives of Canada, Upper Canada Sundries, 1817] 


May it please your Excellency 

Encouraged by the kindness and condescension with which your 
Excellency listened to my proposal for the formation of a new settle- 
ment upon the Rice-Lake, and the readiness with which I was furnished 
with the means of procuring Major Wilmot's assistance—I hasten to lay 
before your Excellency the result of my further enquiries, & to solicit 
an opportunity of explaining it more fully. 

—I had the misfortune to pass the Dpy Surveyor on the road, & to 
lose his personal assistance;— but, having procured a man well 
acquainted with the country and with the lines of the new Township, so 
far at least as they are run out, I have been enabled, after going over 
the ground, to ascertain all that is necessary—It appears that the new 
Township will not touch upon the Rice-Lake, but that it will leave a 
large broken front to the Eastward extending to that Lake—This tract will 
be probably about 8 miles long, by a breadth of from half a mile to 
34—or even 5, miles in extent—in which space is comprehended a 
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district of land admirably well calculated for the kind of settlement I 
wish, on behalf of myself and friends, to form— 

I am perfectly well satisfied with its advantages, and have only to 
pray that it may be speedily reclaimed—There is already one broken 
Township on the opposite side of the Lake; this tract, forming another 
of nearly equal extent—will fill up a gap in the chain of settlement, and 
round off the cultivated lands in that quarter as far as the Indian pos- 
sessions;—it will form a valuable back country productive of advantages 
to the front Townships, & water-communication to the Colony at large, 
of the first importanee—The out-let to this back country will be by 
Smith's Creek, where an excellent harbour for schooners & small 
craft might be formed at no very considerable expense—and I think, by 
means of the kind of population I hope to see there, a considerable 
‘commerce in various kinds of valuable produce, might in a short time 
be carried on—TI have already taken some steps towards the improve- 
ment of this out-let which, together with some other particulars con- 
nected with an extended plan of settlement, I am desirous of stating 
to your Excellency—more fully than can be done in a note—when I 
can have the honour of another interview— 

With the sanction, and under the kind auspices of your Excellency I 
trust that much may be done by a few ardent, enterprising, minds acting 
upon a body of chosen settlers in so fine a country—Full of this hope, 
and with lively feelings of gratitude, mingled with those of the highest 
Consideration & respect, I have the honour to subscribe myself 

Your Excellency’s 
most obed' & very humble servt 
Charles Fothergill? 
The York Hotel—March 29th 








¥The authority on Charles Fothergill (1782-1840) is James L. Baillie of the 
Royal Ontario Museum (see Canadian Historical Review, Vol. XXV; December 
1944, pp. 376-96). Fothergill, among many other activities, was the author of 
A Sketch of the Present State of Cansda (York, 1822), and other essays. He 
‘was associated with Adam Scott in the erection of the grist and saw mill at the 
Little Lake mouth of Jackson Park Creek. His plans to settle friends in Monaghan 
do not appear to have matured, but he was prominent in various business enter- 
prises. He knew the Indians well and kept a shooting lodge at the mouth of the 
Otonabee. In the Legislative Assembly and in his newspaper he became increas- 
ingly critical of the government and was dismissed as King’s Printer. He was a 
noted naturalist, and his manuscript journals on birds are a prized possession of 
the Royal Ontario Museum. His interest in the Indians led him to intercede in 
behalf of an Indian boy convicted of shooting a play-fellow (see Charles Fother- 
gill to Sir Peregrine Maitland, from Blair’s Tavern, Clarke Township, September 
26, 1820, Upper Canada Sundries, Public Archives of Canada; and with reference 
to Adam Scott, founder of Peterborough, see the Introduction, pp. xlii, x 
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2. PETERBOROUGH CounTY’s First SETTLERS, 1818 
THE TOWNSHIP OF SMITH 


[Thomas W. Poole, A Sketch of the Early Settlement and Subsequent 
Progress of the Town of Peterborough, and of Each Township in the 
County of Peterborough (Peterborough, 1867), pp. 123-7] 


The survey of the township of Smith was just completed in 1818 
when a number of colonists who had sailed that year from Cumber- 
land, in England, found their way to that township for the purpose of 
forming a settlement. There was as yet no semblance of road through 
the almost unbroken forest from Port Hope, and they accordingly 
chose the route by way of Rice Lake and the Otonabee river. On arriv- 
ing at Smith the first thing done was to erect a temporary log house on 
the first lot west of the communication road, which is a small triangular 
piece of ground just outside of the present limits of the Town of Peter- 
borough. Here they lived in common until, by mutual assistance, small 
houses or shanties were erected on their several lots, to which they then 
removed. 

The names of those first settlers who comprised this group were 
William Dixon and his family of five sons, Joseph Lee and his sons John 
and George; Robert Millburn, Robert Walton, John Walton (not the 
late Reeve and no relative), Walton Wilson, Thomas W. Millburn, 
John Smith and his son Joseph Smith. These were commonly spoken of 
collectively as ‘the colony’ settlers, to distinguish them from others of 
an early period. 

The following were also among the early pioneers, having settled in 
the township during the same season (1818) and but a little while later 
than those already named: John Harvey, Ralph Bickerton, Alexander 
Morrison, Jacob Bromwell, Robert Nicholson, James Mann and his son 
James, Thos. Lockhart, and John Yates. Among those from one to 
three years later were Walter McKibbon, Samuel McKibbon, William 
Tully, Thomas Robinson, Isaac Nicholson, Silas Pearson, Joseph Walton 
and sons, the eldest of which was the late Reeve of Smith; Matthew 


2Dr. Thomas Poole (1831-1905), a medical graduate of Victoria University, 
Cobourg, who was born in 1831, served the Newcastle District in several capacities 
other than that of doctor in Asphodel Township, Lindsay, and Peterborough. He 
was for some time editor of the Peterborough Weekly Review, Superintendent 
of Schools for Asphodel, and the author of a history of the County which is one 
of the earliest and most valuable of Canada’s local histories. The two great sub- 
jects of controversy in the period were politics and religion, but he dealt with 
restraint about both of them and produced a well-balanced volume based upon 
authentic records, and information from the earliest settlers, many of whom were 
still alive when he wrote. We have been unable to locate a photograph of Dr. 
Poole. 
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and Richard Bell, John Edmison, Ephraim Jackson and sons, and 
‘Thomas Millburn. 

‘These names constitute the roll of honour among the early settlers 
of Smith—men who, by their courage in penetrating the forest and their 
example in enduring and finally overcoming its difficulties and hard- 
ships, laid the foundation of a fine settlement, in connection with which 
it is but fitting that their names should be remembered as those of 
practical patriots whose deeds remain, and the fruit of whose eamnest- 
ness and industry it is to be hoped their children will long enjoy. 

The first requisite to procure land in those days was to take the oath 
of allegiance, on which a certificate was issued as evidence of the fact. 
A location ticket for the lot sought was then granted, for which a small 
fee was charged. Owing to the wild and unsettled state of the town- 
ship when the first of these were issued, ‘the colony’ or first settlers were 
not required to make any other payment than this mere nominal one: 
but in later years a fee of $25 was charged to others on the issuing of 
their deed. Before a full title to the land was procured an affidavit made 
by two persons, setting forth that the settlement duties were performed 
and a house at least 18 by 20 feet in size erected, had to be presented 
at the land office, which for some years rendered a second journey to 
Toronto a matter of necessity. The performance of the settlement duties 
was not so rigidly exacted in this township as in Otonabee, in con- 
nection with which they will be more clearly described. 

The first settlers in Smith encountered difficulties and privations of 
which we, in after times, can have but a faint conception. Unaccustomed 
as many of them were to the new scenes in which they found themselves 
placed, with scant provisions and separated by long wastes of wood and 
water from their fellow-kind, their situation, with their wives and little 
ones, must have been at times appalling; and by less indomitable spirits 
would have been relinquished in despair. Looking back upon it now, 
in the light of their present prosperity, what have they not achieved! 
Such brave men are the true patriots, whose names deserve to be handed 
down in the annals of our history to future generations. 

During the first few years great difficulties were often felt in procur- 
ing the necessary provisions with which to support life. These had to be 
brought all the way from Port Hope or Cobourg in the most laborious 
manner and in the total absence of even the most ordinary roads, the 
only guide being the ‘blaze’ upon the trees through the interminable 
forest in which they seemed entombed. Under these circumstances it is 
not to be wondered at that whole families were often for weeks without 
tasting bread, and that the herbs and succulent roots of the rich woods 
were often called into requisition to lengthen out their scanty fare. 
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Late in the autumn, during one of these critical junctures, a number 
of the younger men of the settlement started in company for Port Hope 
to bring in a supply of provisions, of which their families began to be 
sorely in need, The journey was made by way of the Otonabee river and 
Rice Lake, and on their way back to their expectant households they 
encamped on an island in Rice Lake. The season was already advanced, 
and a keen frost setting in, what was their surprise and mortification 
to find themselves next morning hemmed in by an icy barrier which 
stretched away in the distance and blocked up the mouth of the river 
through which their course lay. Imagine their impatience at being thus 
delayed, well knowing that during their absence their loved ones were 
living on short allowance, and their children vainly stretching out their 
hands for bread. On the next day the ice had become sufficiently firm to 
support them, and they proceeded on their way over its glassy surface, 
dragging their canoe with their provisions behind them. This is but a 
sample of the difficulties of which those early years furnish many ex- 
amples. 

Not even after their first small clearings were made and they began 
to sow and reap their tiny harvests was their condition greatly improved. 
How they watched the wheat as it grew, and tasted of the pulpy grain 
as it hardened and matured in the kernel! But there was no mill, and 
their utmost ingenuity could not convert it into the bread for which 
they longed with all the force of early relish. In this dilemma the stumps 
of trees, or some of the larger logs, were hollowed out into pot-shaped 
cavities, in which a huge mallet was made to fall to crush the grain, the 
process being aided by the spring of a sapling bent over for that pur- 
pose, or the unwieldy lever still used for raising the bucket in farm 
wells. Wheat was boiled, roasted, and as a food for children was even 
chewed by their parents, besides being thus pounded, in order to convert 
it into food. 

The more robust and vigorous, indeed, not unfrequently shouldered 
a bag of wheat and carried it through the woods of Monaghan, Cavan, 
and Hope to Smith’s Creek, as Port Hope was then called, returning with 
it ground, to the great joy of the household. On such journeys it was 
usual to take along a supply of potatoes to be eaten on the way, a 
sufficiency being concealed beneath some friendly root or convenient 
wind-fall at about midway of the distance to be used on the way home. 

A little later an apology for a mill was erected on Galloway's Creek, 
in Cavan, and a now leading and wealthy farmer in Smith informs us 
that after the family were two weeks without flour he, then a young 
man, took the oxen and the sleigh and wended his way through the 
woods to Galloway’s. Winter was setting in, and he found the mill 
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silent and the water wheel frozen and immovable. Determined to have 
the flour, he set to work with a will, but after chopping away the ice and 
spending nearly all night in clearing obstructions, a few rounds was the 
utmost the machine could be urged to go, and he had to trudge back 
weary and disappointed. 

‘About the year 1821 the little mill erected by Mr. Adam Scott, on the 
bank of the Otonabee at Peterborough, and which has been already 
described, was set in motion, and, imperfect though it was, it must 
nevertheless have been a great boon to settlers so situated. 

A small grist mill was erected by Jacob Bromwell, one of the early 
settlers in Smith, which came into. operation just before the mill erected 
by the Government in 1827. Bromwell’s mill was a frame structure 
erected at the mouth of a small creek which enters the Otonabee river 
just below Mr. Snyder’s saw mill. In point of size and usefulness it was 
about on a par with Adam Scott's; and was but a brief time in use, the 
erection of the larger mill referred to having superseded the necessity 
for both of these lesser structures. 

A deputation from the early settlers in Smith waited upon His Excel- 
lency, Sir Peregrine Maitland, to express the disadvantages under which 
they labored; but as reference has already been made to the incidents of 
that occasion they need not be repeated here. With the erection of the 
grist mill at Peterborough by the Government a new era dawned upon 
the settlers in this as well as the adjacent townships, and thenceforward 
their prosperity and success were fully assured. 

‘The present excellent roads in Smith were only brought to their pres- 
ent perfection after long years of successive improvement and the outlay 
of large sums of money. In 1831 a writer in the Cobourg Star described 
the communication road as scarcely passable for ox teams, and filled 
with boulders, stumps, and other obstructions. In 1832 £100 was 
granted by the U.C. Legislature to improve this road, and further sums 
in later years. 


3. Tue SETTLEMENT OF OTONABEE TowNsHIP 
(a) PETITION OF SETTLERS, 1819 
[Public Archives of Canada, Upper Canada Sundries, 1819] 
Hamilton, Newcastle District, 
12 Nov‘, 1819. 
Sir, 
Tam desired by the Subscribers of the included Petition to forward 
it to you, and to request that you will be pleased to lay it before His 


58 THE VALLEY OF THE TRENT 


Excellency the Lieut. Governor. For His Excellency’s information there 
is a List subjoined of all the Families who have signed the Petition. 

Hoping that it will meet His Excellency’s approbation and concur- 
rence, and that you will be pleased to communicate the same, I beg 
leave to subscribe myself 

Sir, 
your most obdt hble Servt. 
Edward M’Mahon esquire Thomas Carr. 
Acting Secretary &c. 


To His Excellency Sir Peregrine Maitland, Knight, Commander of the 
Most Honorable Military Order of the Bath, Lieutenant Governor of 
the Province of Upper Canada, Major General commanding His 
Majesty’s Forces therein, &c. &c.; the Petition of the undersigned Emi- 
grants humbly sheweth, 

That your Excellency’s Petitioners are Emigrants from different parts 
of Great Britain, and arrived in the Township of Hamilton during the 
last summer, with an intention to settle in its neighbourhood. 

That, having understood that a tract of Land, situated on the north 
side of the Rice Lake, and lying upon the Ottonabie river, was shortly 
to be surveyed to form a new Township for the location of Settlers in 
general, your Petitioners, thinking it an eligible situation, and preferring 
it to more remote Townships, have waited, with considerable incon- 
venience and expence, for the completion of its survey, in order to 
procure their Lands in it. 

That your Petitioners are now informed, by respectable authorities 
that it is the intention of Your Excellency to reserve the said Township 
exclusively for naval Officers and Seamen, 

That many of your Petitioners, having nearly exhausted their small 
funds, and having no prospect of obtaining steady employment during 
the winter, will be put to great inconvenience and hardships, unless 
Your Excellency will be pleased to grant them Lands, which they may 
be advantageously employed in clearing and preparing for a spring crop. 

Your Petitioners therefore most humbly entreat, that Your Excellency 
will be pleased to allow them, together with persons belonging to the 
Navy, to participate [in] the advantages offered by the said Township, 
as a Settlement towards which their hopes and their wishes have been 
steadily directed, by allowing them to obtain their Grants of Land there, 
as soon as it shall be in a state of readiness to receive them. And Your 
Petitioners as in duty bound, shall ever pray, &. 


3See Section XII, No. 2, for a biographical note. 
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Thomas Plews John Plews 
W" Cosgrave William Neads 
James Lowes George Wilson 
John Lacy’s X mark George Greenbank’s X mark 
‘Andrew Carr William Howson 
Tho* Scott William Howson for George Howson 
William Bateson Tho* Robertson 
William Bateson jun* James Hunter 
Thomas Bateson Thomas Nelson 
John M‘Nie John O'Bryan 
Geo, Clark Wm. Fleming 
Ambrose Male Ralph Davidson 
Henry Lindsay Anthony Blezard 
Robert Ferguson John McIntosh 
‘Andrew Nelson Jat Radcliffe 
for himself and John and John Betty 
William Nelson Alexander Noble 
John Blezard Peter Robertson 
Rich Dale James M°Carthey 
Tho* Carr James Robertson 
Henry Adamson John Hutchison 
William Watson John Ainlay 
Thomas Autard John Barnet 


May it please Your Excellency, 

We the undersigned Commissioners of the 
Land-board, and Magistrates of the District of Newcastle, do certify 
that the circumstances stated in the foregoing Petition are, according 
to the best of our Knowledge, correct; and we humbly recommend the 
Petitioners to Your Excellency’s attention and favour, as persons of 
sober and industrious habits. 


Zacheus Burnham J.P. DMG Rogers. 
H. Ruttan J.P. Walter Boswell. 
R Henry LP. Elias Jones. 

T Ward. 


Settlers’ Names, and the number of their respective Families 
Men Women Chdn & Young Persons Total 


John Lacy 1 1 1 9 
William Needs 1 1 5 1 
John Nelson 1 1 5 7 
George Wilson 1 1 5 7. 
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Thomas Robertson 
Andrew Carr 
Ambrose Male 
John Blezard 
John McIntosh 
Richard Dale 
Thomas Autard 
Henry Lindsay 
James Randolph 
Anthony Blezard 
William Watson 
John Henly 
Thomas Plews 
William Howson 
William Fleming 
William Bateson 
William Bateson 
‘Thomas Carr 
John Yates 
George Howson 
James Hunter 
Thomas Bateson 
John M‘Nie 
Andrew Nelson 
William Nelson 
John O'Bryan 
Robert Ferguson 
Thomas Nelson 
Alexander Noble 
John Plews 
James Laws 
George Clark 
George Greenbank 
Ralph Davidson 
John Betty 
Thomas Scott 
James M‘Carthy 
Henry Adamson 
John Bamet 
Peter Robertson 
James Robertson 
John Hutchinson 
William Cosgrave 
Total 
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1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
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(b) LETTER OF MARCUS F. WHITEHEAD, INQUIRING ON BEHALF OF 
SETTLERS, 1819 


[Public Archives of Canada, Upper Canada Sundries, 1819] 


Hope 3" Decemb' 1819 
Major Hillier, 
Sir, 
‘A wish to satisfy the constant inquiries of the 
Settlers, (as well as Motives of interest) induces me to beg the favor of 
you, to inform me whether you are acquainted with His Excellency the 
Lieut. Governor’s intentions, with regard to the disposal of the Town- 
ship of Land, now Surveying at the Rice Lake. Reports say, that it is 
intended for the Navy only, while the Majority of the Gentlemen, of the 
Land Board assure me that it will be open for all descriptions of Settlers. 
therefore I am quite unable to give the Emigrants any determined satis- 
faction on the subject. 

I would also beg the favor of you, to request Mt Baby to oblige me 
with some particular instructions, as to my duty as Collector. I feel 
myself rather awkwardly situated, being quite unacquainted with the 
particulars of the office, the statute not being sufficiently explicit— 

In the mean time please to inform me, what was the amt of Cash paid 
by M' Geo. Boulton to Mt Me Mahon for the papers. 

May I beg you to pardon the trouble I have given you? And believe 

Me Sir, 
Your Most Obedient Humble Servt- 
Marcus F. Whitehead. 


(c) LETTER OF CHARLES RUBIDGE, 1820 
[Public Archives of Canada, Upper Canada Sundries, 1820] 


Hamilton, District of Newcastle. 
22 January 1820 
Sir/ 

I am this day informed by letter from the Surveyor General that your 
Excellency will not confirm my location of Lot No 12 in the eleventh 
concession of Otonabee as Your Excellency had made a previous prom- 
ise of it to Mr Charles Jones who has now a location Ticket for it——in 
presuming to address you I do so convinced of your determination to 
do justice to every one, and certain that this deprivation must have 
arisen from some misrepresentation.—Allow me briefly to state to your 
Excellency that I have served twenty one years in the Navy to the satis- 
faction of every Officer I have ever Sailed under, that I came out to 
settle in this Country at a heavy expense, having a Wife and four 
Children and after waiting for the location of the grant allowed 
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me by His Majesty for seven Months, being restricted by Your Excel- 
lency to a particular tract of land said to be reserved for the Navy. I 
attended at York and among others located the lot before mentioned 
which location your Excellency was pleased to approve of. and by the 
authority of an order in Council a location Ticket was given me of 
it—after so great a lapse of time when I am effectually prevented from 
the same advantage of choice given to other settlers to have part of my 
location, and in my first settlement with a young Family the most valu- 
able part of it granted to another I feel convinced you will take into 
your favorable consideration, and if your Excellency will be pleased to 
direct reference to be made to the old diagram you will perceive this lot 
was reserved by an order in Council for Captain Spilsbury (prior to my 
order in favor of Mr Jones.) who gave it up to accomodate me in con- 
sideration of my Family—allow me to add Mr. Jones had his choice in 
any Township whereas I was restricted to this alone.—I have the Honor 
to remain with all possible respect. 


To/ Your Excellencys 
His Excellency Most Obedient 
Major General Sir Peregrin Maitland Humble Servant 
W.CB.—S&e—fe—fue— Charles Rubidge 
Lieut. R.N. 


4, PETITION For A MILITIA CoMMISSION IN THE RICE 
Laxe District, 1820 


[Public Archives of Canada, Upper Canada Sundries, 1820] 


‘The Memorial of James Furzer Elliot 
Humbly sheweth 

that your memorialists father Henry Elliot served twenty one Years 
in his Majestys Royal Marines and is now from Ill health contracted in 
the service on the half pay of that corps— 

That your memorialist through the intent of Lord Forbes has the 
honour of having his name on the Duke of Yorks list for these some 
years past for a commission but the peace intervening prevented his 
having his wishes realized. 

Your memorialist seeing no hopes of obtaining a commission was 
induced to come out to Canada as a settler and being desirous of serving 
his King in some degree hopes Your Excellency will honour him with 
a commission in the Militia for one of the new Townships settling at 
the Rice Lake, his claims are— 
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His fathers services in various climates for the before named period, 
a brother of his fathers, Capt. in the 28 Regt. Killed at St Christophers, 
the loss of four out of five Uncles by the maternal side in his Majestys 
service all in active employ, his Grandfather and all his family for many 
generations being employed in either Army or Navy his two elder 
brothers served one thirteen and the other ten years in his Majestys 
Royal Marines the elder severely wounded. 

Your memorialist humbly hopes your Excellency will take his case 
into consideration and comply with his wishes, should it not interfere 
with your other arrangements, and your memorialist will ever study to 
deserve Your Excellencys kindness and has the honour to subscribe 
himself 

‘Your Excellencys 
Most obt humble Servant 
James Furzer Elliot 
Brookdale 
Hamilton Jany. 7% 1820 


5. ADMIRAL VANSITTART AND BEXLEY TowNsHIP, 1826 
[Archives of Ontario, C.L.P. General Correspondence of the C.C.L.] 


Woodstock 13 September 1826. 
Sir 

Thave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 17 
ulto; & beg to offer, as an apology for my not answering earlier that my 
son who was employed by me to make the purchase of the lands in 
Bexley, was at the time on the way to that place. 

‘The terms on which I purchased the land in the township of Bexley 
appear not to have been complied with:—this appearance, however, 
originated in a permission given by the late Commissioner of Crown- 
lands, to delay indefinitely completing the purchase. The motives, 
amongst others, urged upon the late Commissioner to warrant the delay 
were drawn from the politically unsettled state of the Province at that 
time (or immediately succeeding it) & further from the prospect, sanc- 
tioned by a vote of the House of Assembly of a great & speedy reduction 
in the price of land in new Townships. 

It is now my wish to pay the first Instalments on lots amounting to 
about three thousand acres, which my son will point out (not however 
definitely declining the remainder should the purchase be allowed to 
continue open for me); & I shall, of course, opportunity serving, be 
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equally anxious with His Excellency the Lieutenant Governor to further 
“the actual settlement of that part of the Province.” — 
T have the Honor to be 
Sir 
Your obedient Servant 
Henry VanSittart.1 
The Honble R. B. Sullivan 
& & & 


6, ALEXANDER McDoneELL? To PETER ROBINSON, 1829 


[Archives of Ontario, Crown Land Papers, Correspondence of the 
5.G. and C.C.L., McDonell to Robinson, August 16, 1829 


Peterboro 16! August 1829 
My dear Sir 
Hearing yesterday morning in Ops that a number of settlers had 
arrived at Cobourg, I hastened to this place to make some arrange- 
ments to get them round at once to Cotnums with the Scow, but met 


1The Admiral, a cousin of Baron Bexley, was the first settler in the township, 
through which ‘passes the ancient Indian carrying-place from Lake Le Clie 
(Simcoe) to Balsam Lake. He was granted 1000 acres on the shore of West Bay, 
‘and came in with ox-waggons, chopping away logs and trees along the old trail 
which had seen a succession of Jesuits and coureurs-de-bois from Champlain 
onwards. The stone chimneys of an eighteenth-century trading-post of three build- 
ings stood in this locality until the eighteen-seventies. “The old admiral [says 
Watson Kirkconnell in his Victoria County Centennial History (Lindsay, 1921), 
pp. 75-6] was not without character. Even in his wilderness home he insisted on 
dressing for formal dinner every evening and was never without his champagne. 
He was twice married. His second wife was Miss Stephenson, the daughter of 
fone of his own servants, and to her he left the entire Balsam Lake estate. In 
later times, about 1871, the property passed into the hands of the late George 
Laidlaw, ‘the Laird of Bexley’, who named it ‘The Fort Ranch’. The name does 
not refer to any fort on the premises, but to the customary question of a frequent 
guest, the late Hon. Rupert Wells, who, as the times were hard and money tight, 
would ask his host on each visit’ if he were still ‘holding the fort.’ One of hi 
sons, Colonel George E. Laidlaw, now occupies the estate.” (See also footnote 
to No. 2 of Section I.) John Langton, a contemporary of VanSittart and settled 
not far off, refers to the Admiral’s son coming to the 24,000 acres his father had 
purchased, accompanied by the Reverend William Bettridge. VanSittart agreed 
to bring out thirty families of settlers the following summer, and his manager, 
Rebridge, was to go to Britain to conduct them thither. VanSittart’s original 
settlement, at Woodstock, is described as “a log house of many additions, extend- 
ing over the ground in all directions and looking, it was said, more like 
African village than a house; but inside it was full of objets d'art from Italy. 
(Early Days in Upper Canada: the Letters of John Langton, p. xxxttt inter alia.) 

2Colonel Alexander McDonell (1786-1861). In 1825 he aided in locating the 
Irish immigration, and he was subsequently Immigration and Crown Land Agent. 
In 1834 and 1836 he was elected to the Legislative Assembly; and he served in 
both the War of 1812 and the Rebellion of 1837. 
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Six heads of Families within a few Miles of this last Evening on their 
way out, they will reach my place today where I shall join them this 
Evening,—I am favoured with M' Buchanans list of Families from 
M® Bethune, which gives an account of Seven others not yet arrived but 
hourly expected at Cobourg—they are all from Scotland, two other 
families from the same place took possession of their Shanties on friday, 
it was my intention to send you a return of the locations already made, 
but shall now defer it until I shall have settled the late additions to our 
Settlement—As there is every appearance of a regular Succession of 
Emigrants to this quarter for a time, I intend contracting for the making 
of twenty or thirty Shanties immediately, as I keep but two Axemen 
(Canadians) who build a Shanty in three day’s, from the manner these 
men have of making the roof, with small slips of basswood bark, bound 
together with poles, I have as yet heard no complaints from incon- 
venience by leaks— 

From the men yesterday I received several letters, yours respecting 
Peter Morrison is among them, I have at present no recollection of 
having seen any person of that name, or of having received the letter 
of which he was to have been the bearer, I shall however examine the 
file of letters this Evening on my return to Ops—Two persons only I 
believe have left the Township without Settling who came to it with 
that view, Clyto [?] and Perry who were to return in the fall— 

Tam 
‘My dear Sir 
very faithfully Yours 
Honble P Robinson A M¢Donell 


7. EMIGRANTS FROM FROME, SOMERSETSHIRE, TO DUMMER 
TownsuiP, 1831 


In 1945 Ivan Grant, a Canadian soldier, visited Frome, in 
Somerset, to inquire about the emigration to Canada in 1831 of 
his ancestors William and Jane Grant. As a result a pamphlet was 
edited by J. O. Lewis and printed in Frome in June of that year, 
entitled Letters from Poor Persons who Emigrated to Canada from 
the Parish of Frome in the County of Somerset. Herewith are two 
of the letters, both from settlers in Dummer Township, introduced 
by material on the means by which the 1831 emigration was 
effected, the send-off by the inhabitants of the parish, and the em- 

1A copy of this rare pamphlet is in the possession of the Editor, to whom it 
was given by Adelaide Batten McGiffin and Caroline Grant Farrill, descendants 


of the Dummer Township pioneers who wrote the two letters reproduced here- 
with. 
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barkation. The following introductory material is stated in the 
pamphlet to have been taken from “Tom Bunn's book . . . a Frome 
philanthropist.’: 


In the year 1830 about seventy persons went to North America from 
the neighbouring parish of Corsley, and were provided on their arrival 
with a small sum of money, and then left to Providence and their own 
discretion. Letters continued to be received from these persons, and 
from other settlers in North America, during the last year and the 
present, all of which, without an exception, gave a favourable account 
of the welcome and kindness with which they were received; the en- 
couragement given to their industry; their good wages and plentiful 
support; and the easy terms on which an industrious labourer might 
acquire land and independence. These letters, which are too numerous 
to be quoted here, gradually removed the apprehension, which was at 
first entertained, of the consequences of landing poor families on a 
foreign shore without previously making a provision for their support. 

At a meeting held the fifteenth of February last, of the Committee 
for the Relief and Employment of the Poor, the Right Honourable the 
Earl of Cork in the chair, after hearing evidence on the subject of emi- 
gration, it was ordered that notice be given on Sunday next of a parish 
meeting to be held on Thursday, to consider and decide on raising a 
moderate sum of money by poor rates for the purpose of assisting pro- 
per persons and their families, now receiving relief, to emigrate from 
this country to Canada. At this meeting an agricultural labourer who 
had gone to Canada at his own expense, had obtained there good wages 
and maintenance, and good treatment, and who had returned to fetch 
his wife and family, was examined in person. At the subsequent parish 
meeting £300 were voted for the assistance of families receiving parish 
relief only. It appeared that the sum paid for the maintenance of a 
family for less than two years would remove them to North America, 
never to be again burthensome to the parish; and the advantage of the 
poor in that country would be much superior to any which could be 
expected here. The three hundred pounds voted by the parish was 
increased by one hundred pounds given by the Most Honourable the 
Marquis of Bath; fifty pounds by the Earl of Cork; thirty pounds by 
the Messrs. Sheppard; and other smaller subscriptions. As soon as it was 
known that assistance would be given, about two hundred persons, in- 
cluding their families, gave in their names as volunteers. From these 
were selected thirteen heads of families, thirteen married women, four 
young men under twenty, twenty-seven daughters, and twenty-eight 
sons, going with their parents, in all eighty-five. No influence was used. 
Every emigrant who attended was requested to say whether he went of 
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his own choice and freewill, and every one replied that he went entirely 
of his own free choice. There was an anxiety to be permitted to go. At 
different meetings of the committee, it was ordered that those who 
emigrated should be allowed one pound each for the heads of families, 
and their respective wives; one pound each for tools; one pound for 
any single person; ten shillings for each child; ten shillings for clothing; 
that they be conveyed in carriages; that they leave Frome on Monday 
night, the 21st of March instant; and embark, and sleep on board, Tues- 
day night. That their passage and provisions be paid for to Quebec, 
and a further passage to Montreal. That the allowances in money should 
be paid them after the voyage. Berths were previously secured on board 
the Airthry Castle, belonging to Messrs. Sheppard and Salmon, respect- 
able merchants of Bristol. 

‘No sooner was the decision known than all hands were at work to 
provide necessaries and conveniences for the poor who were to depart, 
and never to return. Ladies who had large families employed themselves, 
their children, and servants. The ladies of the Charitable Society, the 
numerous children of the National School, the forty girls at the Asylum, 
and many others, were busily engaged. Clothes, bedding, tools, and 
almost numberless articles were provided, without adhering to the limit 
of expense. Every emigrant had his separate bag and parcel, well filled, 
and carefully packed. All the travellers were invited to the house of the 
Minister of Christ Church, where they received Bibles and other reli- 
gious books. On the Saturday the rites of Baptism, without fees, were 
administered to many of the children who were to cross the ocean, at 
the parish church. Many attended at Christ Church on the Sunday previ- 
ous to their departure, and heard a discourse, purposely prepared for 
them, well adapted to their situation and their future prospects. Pre~ 
cautions were taken that Divine Service should be performed on Sun- 
days during the passage. 

‘One of the emigrants, to whom a gentleman had given a sovereign 
by mistake for a shilling, was so honest as to bring it back to him. In 
the night of the 21st instant eighty-five men, women, and children, with 
their baggage, set out in seven carriages, preceded by a band of music, 
Three proper persons accompanied them to preserve order and attend 
their wants. They embarked the next evening. The captain of the vessel 
appeared humane and attentive to all who were placed under his care. 
Necessary medicines were provided. Towards night the little children 
began to enquire when they were to go home? perfectly unconscious 
that they were never to see their homes again! One of them is said to 
have had an attachment at Frome. Her sister, it is reported, was averse 
to the water, and fainted when she came on board. Influenced by these 
circumstances, the parents sold part of the things given them, and re- 
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turned with their family to Frome where they were received as unwel- 
come visitors, having prevented others from going who would gladly 
have taken their place. On the 23rd instant a gentleman went on board. 
He said it was not a pleasing sight. Their hearts seemed full, and the 
women were in tears at the thought of parting for ever from their native 
country. A lady went the next day, for the kind purpose of distributing 
useful gifts for the children. She said they were then more cheerful. 
Farmer Beauchamp, who accompanied them from Frome, proceeded a 
few miles on the voyage, and said that when he returned they were 
cheerful, and sent grateful remembrances to the friends they had left. 


We have a description of the arrival of these emigrants in Can- 
ada, for William Lyon Mackenzie visited the ship when she docked 
in April 1831 at Quebec: 


One forenoon I went on board the ship Airthy Castle, from Bristol, 
immediately after her arrival. The passengers were in number 254, all 
in the hold or steerage; all English, from about Bristol, Bath, Frome, 
Warminster, Maiden Bradley, etc. I went below, and truly it was a 
curious sight. About 200 human beings, male and female; young, old, 
and middle-aged; talking, singing, laughing, crying, eating, drinking, 
shaving, washing; some naked in bed, and others dressing to go on 
shore; handsome young women (perhaps some), and ugly old men, 
married and single; religious and irreligious. Here a grave matron chant- 
ing selections from the last edition of the last new hymn book; there a 
brawny ploughboy ‘pouring forth the sweet melody of Robin Adair’. 
These settlers were poor, but in general they were fine-looking people, 
and such as I was glad to see come to America. . . . It is my opinion 
that few among them will forget being cooped up below deck for four 
weeks in a moveable bed-room, with 250 such fellow-lodgers as I have 
endeavoured to describe 


Two letters in the collection are from settlers in the Township of 
Dummer. The first is from William and Jane Grant to their parents, 
the second from Levi Payne to his parents. 


1 
Dummer, September 6th, 1831. 
Dear Father and Mother, 
This comes with our kind love to you; I hope you are well; myself 
and the children are well, but William has got the ague, he has had it 
Mackenzie, Sketches of Canada and the United States (Toronto, 1833), 
pp. 179-80. 
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these five weeks; it has been a very wet Spring and a great many have 
the ague this season. But for all this we do not wish ourselves in Frome 
again. I suppose you would like to know how we live, since William is 
not able to work; we landed in Quebec the 21st April, then went by a 
steam packet to Montreal, 180 miles. I cannot tell the distance from 
one place to another, you have heard of the river St. Laurence, which 
is about one hundred and thirty miles long, we do go up there by the 
Dummer! boats, a tedious way to Prescot, then to Kingston (tell Wil- 
liam Gregory we saw Robert Davis, he is well, he made us welcome) 
then we went to Little York to the Governor of the Upper Province, 
who lives there; now we had no longer to maintain ourselves we had 
our provisions found us and our passage paid back to Oberne,? seventy 
miles down the river, again from there to Peterborough. William gave 
in his discharge there, which entitles him to one hundred acres of land, 
which we are now in possession of, we have forty-nine pounds of flour 
and seven pounds of pork every week for a twelve month, and axes to 
chop with, (the old Country axes are no good here) great numbers of 
emigrants have come out this Summer, you would be surprised to see 
them, they are all provided for the same as we are, only those that are 
not soldiers have to pay £20 for the land in six years. We are eighteen 
miles from Peterborough, the pork and flour is brought out in casks. 
By the blessing of the Almighty, we expect to do well; we thought to 
sow two acres of fall wheat, but William’s having the ague we shall not 
be able to sow any before Spring, then, please God, we think to sow 
two acres of wheat, one acre of potatoes, half an acre of corn, peas, 
garden, etc. I suppose you think this too much to be true; I have not 
told you one word that is not true. We have to chop down the timber, 
put it in piles, and burn it, if you had it in England you would grudge 
burning it, fine, clean-grown timber. Sugar-maple here is fine and high, 
(that is what the Corsey® man meant by the sugar bush). We have here 
a whole mass of woods, no one knows the bounds of it in England. If 
England, Ireland, and Scotland were to come out, they could not inhabit 
it. It was said before we came out, that it was going to be stopped, as 
so many were coming, but don’t you believe it, they are all glad to see 
us come, Government pays for all, never a township filled so fast as 
Dummer, a house almost on every hundred acres. Every one here makes 
his own sugar, he makes a hole in the maple-tree at fall when the sap 
‘g0es back, and in spring when it rises, then boils it and it makes beauti- 


3Durham boats were large flat-bottomed craft used to carry freight and pas- 
sengers up the St. Lawrence. 

2Presumably Cobourg. 

8Corsley. 
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ful sugar; they make their own soap and their own candles. There are 
people here, who came out as poor as we did, who have now their cows 
and oxen, sheep, pigs, etc. in short, every thing heart can wish for. A 
great many Irish came out this summer, but they would sooner see 
English and Scotch. Shoes are dear here; there is no clothing business 
carried on; all iron tools are very dear, axes from 10s. to 12s. each. We 
have a methodist preacher amongst us, and a gentleman from——— 
twenty-five miles off, comes once a fortnight. As for money, we shall 
have but little yet, till our crops come round to have something to sell. 
Clothes are dear; if any of the party come out next spring, let them 
buy as much as they can, and Jet them beware, that the people all up 
the country, will cheat them in every way they can. A man that has a 
family, will do better than one without, for every child that can carry 
a stick is of use. The summer has been much like the summers in Eng- 
land, we do not know what the winter will be. We have our houses built 
of wood, not for want of stone, but masons; we have plenty of lime- 
stone; these are now settled places; Government pays for all our houses. 
Let any one see the letter that wishes it, they may take it for a truth, A 
man from Bradley is come back, it was too hard work for him, he will 
give it a bad name, don’t believe him, his name is T—r. I forgot to tell 
you that William was lost, when he went to see the land, two days and 
two nights, I never expected to see him again, twelve men went in 
search of him, almost all his clothes were torn off, such a figure I never 
saw! 
Your affectionate Son and Daughter, 
WILLIAM & JANE GRANT. 


Direct to us, 3, 20 Lot, near Peterborough, in the Township of 
Dummer, Upper Canada. 


Dummer, October 13, 1831. 
Dear Father and Mother, 

I write these few lines to let you know how we are getting on; we 
have one hundred acres of good land, and about seven acres of beaver 
meads on the land. Give my love to my father-in-law and brother-in-law, 
and my wife’s love to her father and brother, and tell them that we are 
doing well, it was a good thing for us that we came here, we never 
wanted for neither bread and meat since we left home. When I got on 
my land I had one sovereign and twelve shillings left, but have more 
than one, two, or three now, and if I had not been ill I should have 
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had near twenty pounds now, I was ill for nine weeks in the fever and 
ague, I should have had 5s. a day all the time; George can get 2s. 6d. 
a day and his keep; men get 4s. a day and their board, or Ss. a day 
and no board, in the summer; I have got two acres and a half of wheat 
this fall, and I shall sow about three acres of spring wheat next spring, 
besides other grain, if please God. The weather is near the same here 
as at home, if any difference, rather more thunder; the days are two 
hours and a half shorter here in the summer, and two hours and a half 
longer in the winter; the people tell us the frost goes into the ground 
about eight inches in the black peat land, but in the red land it goes in 
a foot or more some winters; the snow was not eight inches deep all 
last winter; all kinds of seed will grow here; please to send me a little 
early cabbage seed, a little white stone turnip seed, a little onion seed, 
a little carrot seed, and a few pig-berries. Please to tell my brother 
John to send over a pair of truck-axles, and make them strong; give my 
love to brother John and all the family; brother John you may do well 
here, blacksmiths and carpenters that can make carts and waggons, may 
get money as fast as any farmer in England; you can get your timber 
for nothing, I will give you as much timber as you can use in twenty 
years, if you come, 500 tons a week of fine deals and elm, or sugar 
timber; one tree shall measure forty yards in the body, without finding 
a knot or branch on it; a gun will not carry to the top of the deals. When 
we cut or burn one of them down, you can hear the fall of it for a mile, 
some of them is five yards round, and by the fall they break off in three 
or four pieces; sometimes we have a great many patriges [partridges] 
here, and a great many deer, woodcocks, snipes, ducks, geese, foxes, 
beavers, bears, and a few wolves. For killing a wolf we get £1 5s., we 
take the head to the governor and receive the money. We have all kinds 
of fish; George has caught 5s. worth in an afternoon; pigeons are beyond 
number, and hares not a great many; I have seen no pheasant yet; the 
price of things here is dearer than it is in some places; flour 6 pounds 
for one shilling; beef and mutton from 3d. to 4d. per pound; pork, from 
4d. to 6d. per pound; sugar and soap, 8d. per pound; butter, 8d. per 
pound; candles, 1s. per pound; wheat, 5s. per bushel; brandy, 1s. 3d. 
per pot; rum, 10d. per pot; whiskey, 7/sd. per pot at the still house, if 
you take a gallon, 2s. 9d.; cider, 6d. per gallon; beer, at the brew-house, 
16d. per gallon. Cloth is as cheap or cheaper than it is at home; we can 
buy good blue cloth for 8s. 6d. per yard; kerseymere for 4s. per yard; a 
man’s pair of half-boots, 15s.; shoes, 10s. 6d. per pair. Thomas Smith 
had a pair of half-boots made last week for 15s., good strong boots. 
The price of potatoes, 1s. 3d. per bushel; the best red ones, 1s. 6d. per 
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bushel. Please to tell my brother John to give John Singer's love to his 
mother, and his wife’s love, and James Sanders and his wife’s love to 
them. John Singer’s wife got a son a month old, they are all well and in 
health, So now with my love to my dear father and mother, brother and 
sister, brother-in-law and sisters-in-law, and my wife’s love to every one 
of you all; my children’s love to their grandfathers and grandmothers, 
uncles and aunts. David and Mary is at service under one roof, in 
families living in two adjoining houses, they got their washing, clothing, 
and keep, with 15s. per month for the winter, they like their places 
much, both families are English people. Father, there is a family coming 
from Chapmanslade, at spring, the man lives close by me, Henry Snel- 
grove, you can send the seeds by them, and the truck axles and letters; 
one of my brother’s can go to the house, it is one field from the public 
house towards the Black Dog, tell the man’s wife he is very well; he is 
in my house two or three times every day. Give my love to James Gold, 
Robert Butcher, and John Doman; if you like to come, you can get £3 
per month, with your board, washing, mending, and lodgings anywhere. 
Give my love to John Whatley, and tell him I wanted him very bad one 
day, for I shot a deer and was not able to carry it home myself; I got it 
up at my back but I fell down with it, and I could not take it up again; 
T went to a farm house and got a man to help me, and the farmer 
dressed it for me, I gave him one quarter of it. I went home with the 
head, skin, heart, and liver, and next morning Joseph Edwards, myself, 
and George, my son, went and got it home. I got the skin for William 
Smith, of Deverill; I shall send it as soon as I can, give my love to him 
and his wife; give my love to Mrs. Goddard, and tell her we are all 
well; she should not want for game if she was here. Give my love to all 
my friends at Warminster and Crockerton; so I must conclude with my 
love to my father. When you write to me, direct to Levi Payne, in the 
township of Dummer, near Peterborough, in Upper Canada, in the 
second Concession, on the 18th lot of land. Send me word how things 
are going on, trade and other things, and whether you have work or not. 


LEVI PAYNE.? 


2The two letters are from the pamphlet, pages 5-6 and 10-12, respectively. 
‘These descriptions of the arrangements for removal to Canada, the departure, 
the arrival at Quebec, and the reaction to settlement form a remarkable sequence 
seldom found in the history of emigration. See E. C. Guillet, The Great Migration 
(New York, 1937) for conditions of travel and experiences in the arduous sailing- 
ship period; and Poole, Early Settlement of Peterborough, pp. 169-75, for a 
description of pioneering experiences in Dummer as given to Dr. Poole by those 
concerned. 
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8. CHoosinc Lanp IN UPPER CANADA 


[This letter, in a subsequent undated edition of The Emigrant’s Guide 
.. - Containing . . . Letters from Emigrants (1832), was copied from 
item 10470 aa. 19 in the Library of the British Museum. Numerous 
references in the letter suggest that it was written by J. W. Dunbar 
Moodie] 


Extracts of a letter from a Half-pay Officer settled in the Newcastle 
District, Upper Canada, to his Friend in London, dated 24" November, 
1833. 


ee Ihave had much conversation regarding the former state of the 
colony with the older settlers, and they all agree in stating that, until 
within the last four or five years, they were obliged to take goods in 
exchange for their wheat, etc., from the merchant; now, however the 
case is totally altered, and MONEY can be readily obtained for most 
articles of farm produce. When the farmer happens to be in their debt, 
however, as at home, they frequently compel him to take goods in part 
payment, and allow a smaller price for their grain. 

Yesterday I completed a purchase for you of 227 acres of land, viz., 
127 acres in Hamilton, about four miles to the eastward of Cobourg, 
and 100 acres in Haldimand, about nine miles east from Cobourg and 
two miles and a half from the village of Grafton, near the shore of the 
Lake. The first mentioned place is to cost £600 currency, and the last 
mentioned £300, in all £900 currency, or, at the present rate of ex- 
change, about £760 sterling, Each of these places contains about 70 
acres of cleared land, free from stumps, and has small orchards of apple- 
trees, log houses, barns, etc. My bargain with Mr. C., the seller, is that 
if you are not pleased with your purchase he will take back the land, 
and will return the price in two years, with 10 per cent. per annum for 
the use of the money. . . . I shall now give you some account of my 
‘own proceedings since I wrote last, and detail my future prospects, in 
which I feel assured you will lend me your assistance, which I am de- 
termined to merit by the manner in which I shall conduct any com- 
missions I may receive. Some time ago, by the death of a relation, I 
came in for a legacy, which enabled me to make some most desirable 
purchases of land at a sale of Government lands; I bought 200 acres of 
wild land in Douro, adjoining part of my grant which I had taken up in 
that township. As none of the neighbours who knew the land would 
oppose me I got it at 20s. per acre, and immediately after the sale I was 
offered £2 per acre by a land speculator. I have contracted for clearing 
twenty acres and building a log-house there, where I intend to fix my 








14 THE VALLEY OF THE TRENT 


future residence. I have sold my farm here for £200 and 800 acres of 
wild land, which is worth at least £400 more, in all £600, being better 
than double what my farm here cost a year ago. You will say this is 
pretty well; but I have been favoured by the circumstance alluded to. 
I now come to my future plans, in which I think you can materially 
assist me without incurring any kind of responsibility. I propose in con- 
junction with my brother-in-law, to undertake an agency business for 
investing money in improved lands for capitalists in England who may 
honour us with commissions for that purpose. My plan is shortly as 
follows; to make no purchases until a good tenant is found, who will 
pay a rent of from 6 to 8 per cent. on the price of the land for any 
term of years not exceeding twenty-one years. The price of the lands 
would not be payable until the purchase was effected, and clear titles 
made out and duly registered. We propose charging three per cent. on 
all transactions, with travelling expenses, which last would not be great. 
It would obviously be our interest, and we should make a point of 
managing the business in the most economical manner for the parties 
employing us. My brother-inaw has been several years employed by 
the Canada Company in locating settlers, etc., etc., and from his ex- 
perience as a farmer is well qualified to form a correct judgement of the 
soil and situation of the lands, etc. As I have formerly stated, wild lands 
rise much more rapidly in value than improved lands, when judiciously 
chosen; but their ultimate rise in value, though certain, proceeds at a 
different rate, according to circumstances in different situations. 

Of course if employed to make purchases of wild lands, which is not 
a part of our immediate plan, we would require to examine the lands 
particularly, which would be attended with considerable difficulty from 
want of roads, &c., and a greater expense than in the first case. I should 
feel particularly obliged by your mentioning our proposal to any of 
your friends who might wish to purchase land in Canada (that is to 
say in the neighbouring districts as regards Cobourg). I should state 
that, in the first instance, 1 would undertake to invest £5000 in land 
paying from 6 to 8 per cent in rent in the immediate neighbourhood of 
Cobourg, Port Hope, &., &.; our future proceedings must be de- 
termined by circumstances. The society in the neighbourhood of your 
farms is much better than where I am. By-the-bye I should mention that 
though one of the farms is called 127 acres in the deed, it is supposed 
actually to contain about 150 acres. I trust my arrangements will give 
you satisfaction, and 

Iam, &., &., 

NB. During last winter one house in Cobourg paid £4000 in cash for 
the article of wheat alone. 
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9, SETTLEMENT AT THE MOUTH oF THE TRENT, 1834 


[Archives of Ontario, Crown Land Papers, General Correspondence 
of Surveyor General, 15 January, 1834} 


Commissioner of Crown Lands Office 
York 15% Janry 1834. 
Sir 

I have the honour herewith to enclose you an application addressed 
to me by Mr. Sheldon Hawley and others residing at and near the mouth 
of the River Trent in which they beg that the portion of the Clergy 
Reserve remaining at the disposal of the Government, and containing 
about 40 Acres may be surveyed and laid out into Town lots and offered 
for sale in the usual manner. 

As I fully concur with the Petitioners that great advantage would be 
derived by the establishment of a Town I beg to recommend their ap- 
plication to the favorable consideration of the Lieut. Governor and to 
request that the Surveyor General may be authorised to make the survey 
required. 

T have the honour to be Sir 

Your most obedient 
Humble Servant 
Peter Robinson 
Sanctioned 
Col. Rowan J.C. [John Colborne] 


To the Hon” Peter Robinson 
Commissioner of Crown Lands 
&c &e &e 
York 
Sir, 

We the undersigned residing at and near the mouth of the River Trent 
beg to remind you that there are at present, specially reserved by the 
Government, about one hundred acres of land in the township of 
Murray immediately adjoining the West Bank of the said River at its 
mouth; that about 12 acres of the said Reserve have recently been 
granted to the English Episcopal Church, the Roman Catholic Church, 
and for the erection of a school house in this township,—the Residue 
still remaining in a wild state and unappropriated. 

As in our opinion the increasing wealth of this township and the 
neighbouring country stand in need of a village, and the mouth of this 
River is a situation particularly favoured by nature for that purpose,— 
we humbly beg leave to represent that the improvement of this part of 
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the Province would be greatly accelerated was all the reserved land, 
above alluded to, surveyed and sold in town lots on the usual conditions 
of building that such lots are when sold by the authority of the Com- 
missioner of Crown Lands. We beg also to suggest that a sufficient spot 
of ground, in such part of the above reserved land as may appear best 
adapted for the purpose, be set apart in order to enable the Inhabitants 
of this township and others to hold weekly markets thereon, together 
with Quarterly or Annual Fairs on such days and under such Regu- 
lations as His Excellency the Lieut Governor may think proper to 
sanction. 

We cannot help reminding you, Sir, altho’ we deem it almost su- 
perfluous, in addressing a Gentleman who has always been so favour- 
able to the General improvement of the Country as you have been, that 
the establishment of markets is a measure which invariably stimulates 
the industry of the poorer class of Agricultural Settlers—at the same 
time that it affords great convenience and facilities in the disposal of 
their goods to the Merchant, the Storekeeper and the Mechanic. 

We, therefore, beg you will be pleased to take our request into your 
serious consideration; and that you will be pleased to cause the Survey 
and sale of the above mentioned land to be carried into execution with 
as little delay as possible—as we feel, with regret, that this portion of 
the Province is far behind other situations less favoured by nature, from 
the want of that patronage which the Government of this country hax 
always been ready to extend, when the wants of any portion of its 
subjects are respectfully made known to it. 

We have further to request that you will, if necessary, make the 
subject of our present application known to His Excellency the Lieut* 
Governor, and that you will be pleased to point out to him the great 
advantages that would be derived to all those living in this neighbour- 
hood by a compliance with the request of those who have the honour to 
address you—We have the honour to be, 

Sir, 
Your Most obedient, 
Humble Servants 
River Trent 
13¢ January 1834 


Sheldon Hawley Robt. Potts 
John Grier M. D. Curran 
J. Brooks Crowe Jacob Ford 
William Robertson Denis Macaulay 


John N. Murphy 
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10, IMMIGRANTS To THE NewcasTLE District vid Port Hope, 1836 


[Accounts and Papers, 1837: The Annual Report of A. C. Buchanan, 
Acting Chief Agent for Emigration to Canada, December 12, 1836] 


Letters from Landed Proprietors in England, with Answers thereto. 


Beachamwell, Norfolk, 10th May 1836 

Sir, 

Thad the satisfaction of learning from your letter to my friend, Mr. 
Daniel Gurney, the report which he had received from you of the 
success of the emigrants from this parish, whom I had ventured to 
recommend to you last year, and who sailed from Lynn by the brig 
“Shannon.” The accounts received here by the relations of the parties 
themselves have excited such a desire to remove to Canada among the 
labouring people, that I have resolved to assist four families and two 
young men with means of emigrating, and have selected persons who, 
as able and dexterous labourers in husbandry, are well qualified to 
expect success in that line, and one youth, brought up a tailor, with 
probably talents enough to be useful in those parts. I have not invited 
my tenants to undertake any of the expenses attending this expedition, 
so that this not being exactly a parish measure, I again, by the advice of 
Mr. Pinnock, of the Colonial department, address all these people to 
you, soliciting your kindest interest in their behalf and aid to forward 
the whole of them to Port Hope, on Lake Ontario. I enclose you one 
of the office forms, filled up with the names of the party, amounting 
(including an infant) to 23 individuals, with the signatures of such of 
the men as were able to write. 

‘On account of this undertaking I send you enclosed a remittance of 
802. sterling, to be paid to you by the Quebec Branch of the Montreal 
Bank, together with the addition of the current exchange; which sum 
of 802. sterling I paid into the hands of Messrs, Thomas, Wilson & 
Co., of Warnford-Court, London. 

The Schedule annexed to this letter points out in detail the apportion- 
ment of the above sum to the purposes of expediting the emigrants by 
the conveyances to Lake Ontario, and the sums to be paid to them in 
coin by the King’s Receiver of Upper Canada to each family or in- 
dividual, with the sums appointed to be received by the people, and 
which cannot be invaded or touched on their journey in any way. 1 
hope these people will find themselves set down in Upper Canada under 
very advantageous circumstances. They will all have a little money in 
their pockets; I do not know what they may have of their own, by sale 
of their furniture etc., but I have given to the captain 12 half-sovereigns 
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in gold to be distributed among them, according to instructions, as soon 
as they shall be quite clear of the Channel; and they will also, I believe, 
get some present of money from the farmers they have worked for, as 
well as hops etc., from me. 

I should hope that the Spicer family, who are steady people, with 
four able persons among them, may, with the sum of money appointed 
for them to receive, and under your directions, be able to settle very 
advantageously. 

I shall be glad to learn of the arrival of the “Penelope”, with those 
emigrants in good health, and be very gratified for the services and 
kindness which you will bestow upon them, 

I remain, etc. 
(signed) John Motteaux 


To A. C. Buchanan, Esq., etc., Quebec. 
Beachamwell and Strangham emigrants by the “Penelope” from Lynn: 


Above 14 years—Spicers - - - 5 £84 
, Reeves - - - 2 

% John Furbys - 2 

B Henry Furbys - 2 

Comwall “= - 1 

1 

3 


Moorcroft 


@ 1/11/6 20 9 6 


Under 14 years—Spicers - - - 4 
bai Infant om oe 

# Reeves - - - 3 

i John Furbys - 1 
Henry Furbys - 1 

9 


@ 6-7 4 - 
less 27 13 6 


To be paid in coin on the parties landing at Port 
Hope by the hands of his Majesty's Receiver, 


Upper Canada. 
To William Spicer, self and family £20 
” William Reeves, for ditto - - 10 


” John Furbys, for ditto - - - 6 
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To Henry Furbys, for ditto - - - 6 

” C. Comwall - - ---- 2 

» William Moorcroft - - - - 2 6 
To meet any contingencies, and the residue 6 6 6 





if any to be divided 
£80 — — 


If any death occurs previous to the distribution, the portion to go to 
the remainder of the family 

(signed) John Motteaux. 
Beachamwell, 10th May 1836. 


The above sums are to be paid, together with all benefit arising from 
the course of exchange. 


11, SETTLEMENT OF THE NORTHERN TOWNSHIPS OF THE 
Trent VALLEY! 


[Public Archives of Canada, Parsonage Letters] 


Dysart Feby 29, 64 
My dear Charles 

Not having received any answers to letters written in July and 
September last to yourself Mrs Phillips and Mrs Bonwick we can only 
conclude they were never receiv'd as we have not even had a paper or 
any intelligence whatever In the first I inform’d you that we had a fine 
voyage out in 14 days and had arriv'd at Port Hope a very beautiful 
little Town on Lake Ontario all in good health, distant 437 miles from 
Quebec I also inform’d you that employment was very scarce Trade 
being almost at a stand still on account of the war in the States, In the 


"The settlement of parts of Haliburton, and of many other outlying townships 
in the region, was largely in the post-Confederation period and consequently out- 
side the scope of this volume. But many of the first settlers—including numerous 
children of the pioneers in the older and more southerly townships—found their 
way northward in the eighteen-fifties and -sixties. The letter quoted above 
describes experiences in Dysart Township which may be taken as typical. Dysart 
was part of Peterborough County until 1874 when Haliburton County was 
formed. Among the most remarkable early settlers of Haliburton was Thomas 
Mason of Boskung, Stanhope Township, whose experiences in various parts of the 
Empire, and in Haliburton after 1860, are vividly described in “The Patriarch of 
Boskung: the Strange Life History of a Venerable Canadian”, by Watson Kirk- 
connell (Minden Echo, July 21, 1922). To obtain supplies Mason rowed or car- 
tied a punt 63 miles to Fenelon Falls, negotiating eight portages, one of them 
almost three miles long. In spite of all sorts of misfortunes and hardships—even 
more than ordinarily fell to the lot of the pioneer backwoodsman—Mason was 
still active at the age of 93, when his experiences were recorded. 
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next I inform’d you that not being able to get any employment—Myself 
and Henry where about to start for the Backwoods we travelled 100 
miles out the last 40 miles entirely through the woods the Land Com- 
pany had the stands [torn] I took one of their lots and commenc’d 
Chopping when after clearing an acre I was informed I had been clear- 
ing on another man’s ground after staying 6 weeks I retumn’d to Port 
Hope and not being able to do better we all started again for the Back 
Woods The Railway bringing us to Lindsay 40 miles the first day then 
by steamer the next day 20 miles to Bobcageon the remaining 40 I can 
scarcely describe for if any Road was ever made purposely to upset the 
Passengers the Bobcageon must be the one I am happy to say we 
arriv’d safely without any accident on the 3d day of October. I then 
commene’d working for the Company and looking out for another Lot 
We had to build a Log House and come into it at Christmas when the 
Cold was so intense that the cups and saucers froze hard together whilst 
we where drinking our tea and a pail of water standing by the fire side 
would be frozen solid during the night I have had my fingers frozen 
whilst out chopping and this is nothing uncommon for fingers and toes 
should be well wrap’d up but people do not wrap up their bodies in 
great coats in this country as they do in England except when travelling 
for with the most intence frost we have the most beautiful sunshine 
and no rain, but it would be impossible to live in this country without 
fires in the night as it is quite common for the breath to be frozen on 
the Blankets But with all these drawbacks and a few others which I 
have not mentioned we are all much pleas'd with the general features 
of the Country. During the time we have been here we have had a 
greater number of fine days than I ever remember to have seen during 
the same time in England If you where to see the children you would 
believe them to be really happy altho they have been without shoes all 
the winter and our fare has been of the plainest description it has rarely 
ever varied from Bread Pork Potatoes and Tea without butter sugar or 
milk I only know of one milch cow and one horse in the whole 10 
Townships consisting of 250 thousand acres When we came out here 
there where only four or five settlers or squatters in all, there are now 
nearly twenty besides a good many Lots taken by parties waiting for 
the melting of the snows which it is said will take place in about six 
weeks from this time. Henry is doing well working for himself being 
assistant cook to a gang of men who are cutting roads through the 
forests where he has been the last four months he looks fat and well 
If you have not received any of our Letters and I fear you have not for 
a young man out here who came from Manchester has written to his 
friends eight letters and they have wrote to say they have not had one 
of them you must have thought we had gone to some unknown Region 


SETTLEMENT AND PIONEER LIFE 81 


and forgotten you altogether But not so we left too many really kind 
friends in England ever to forget them or the assistance we received in 
our greatest necessity and I hope you will give our kindest regards to 
as many as you can and take all the trouble you can to inform them of 
what I now state more especially our old neighbours and friends East 
and West I hope you will see Abraham and give my love to him and 
tell him to write a line also write yourself and let us know how you are 
both getting on I should like to give you a full discription of this 
Country but I can hardly find time for having only little Everett and 
Fred to assist me My time is all taken up I shall have to travel 26 miles 
through the snow to post these letters as I mean to have no mistake 
this time we are often oblig’d to trust to Indians Trappers and others 
going out to the front to sell their skins they are safe enough until they 
get hold of the Wiskey when they can no more be trusted than a mad 
dog We have plenty of other wild animals such as bears, Wolves, 
Beavers, Otters, Fishers, Martins, Minks and Muskrats and Wild Cats 
and a great many more that I cannot remember the names of The 
Deer are also numerous a very splendid Animal something of the Elk 
breed many of them weigh 200 Pounds each but the only animal the 
Hunters fear is the Wild Cat some of them measure 6 feet in length 
and have claws the length of a man’s finger are a sort of Leopard and 
the Hunters say they always attack with their claws more than the 
teeth I am happy to say these animals are not numerous in these parts 
Thave many a time regretted I had not even an old musket for the skins 
of many of these animals fetch a deal of money out at the front more 
even than they do in England The Lot I have taken contains 134 acres 
it is call’d the old Indian Portage which means Road leading the near- 
est way from the Kahshagawigamog Lake, the Indian name for long 
and crooked, to the Burnt River also a noble stream of water I should 
think no country in the world contains more numerous and beautiful 
Lakes than this one I have just mention’d if situate in England whould 
be called Virginia water the first our Shanty I mean House is in a 
most beautiful bay which command a view for several miles up the 
wildest part the scenery of which I cannot possibly describe even at this 
time of year, the country is very mountainous and cover'd with hard 
wood the number and size of the Trees would almost astonish you The 
soil is most prolific and the springs are very numerous, I must now 
conclude for the present and hope you will write as soon as you receive 
this and send me papers if it is only something suitable for the children 
for they are a long way from any school We all desire our kindest Love 
and regards to you and all of you and believe me to be your affectionate 
Father 
A. Parsonage 
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12, REPORT ON THE BOBCAYGEON ROAD SETTLEMENT, 1863 


[Archives of Ontario, Crown Land Papers, 62 (12), Reports on 
‘Locations’ on Bobcaygeon Road] 


Minden January 10% 1863 
To the Honorable Wm. McDougall 


Sir 


Ihave the honor to submit the following being my first report of the 
Free Grants on the Northern Section of the Bobcaygeon Road to Jany 
1, 1863. 

This Section of the road has only been opened dureing the past year, 
therefore any report will be found meagre as to the quantity of land 
under cultivation altho I think the general improvement will be found 
equal to most other roads, in the same space of time. The settlers 
wholely consist of persons who have been for a considerable time in 
the Country. Not one Emigrant family has reached my Agency for the 
last year. 

The Number of Free grants located and nearly all occupied up to 
this time is 64, the great distance that they are North makes it rather 
inconveniant to be reached with wagons the Nothern part of the road 
not being quite finished, but now that we have snow, parties who have 
taken up their Lots are begining to arive. 

The Most Notherly Settler is where the road crosses the Muscoca 
River about 70 Miles North of Bobcaygeon, at this place the land is 
very good and a large track of it being Beach and Maple with but 
little Stone. 9 Miles South the road crosses a narrows of the Lake of 
Bays, or more commonly called Trading Lake, here a good Settlement 
has commensed and here alls is a track of excellent Land to a large 
extent, In the lake fish abound, deer and other game is plentiful, which 
the new settlers find of great service. 

The settlers generaly have wished to locate at the farther part of the 
road for at some future day they will be nearer an outlet for their pro- 
duce by the way of Georgian bay or Parreys Sound, the distance about 
45 Miles. 

A Saw Mill will be erected this season on the Muscoca River, which 
place is well situated for a Grist and Saw Mill this will be a place of 
some importance. 

The Country is unusually healthy free from Fever and Ague and 
other diseases incidental to a new Country. 
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‘The Nationality of the Free Grant Settlers may thus be classed vis 


Irish 25. families 
Canadian 26 i 
English a 
U. States 2 ma 


64 
No of Acres cleared 72 


The quantity of Land cleared is small As I mentioned previously, the 
settlers have been on their Lots only a fiew months others are now 
taking possession of their Grants. 
The Nothern part of the road is still unfinished, much to the in- 
convenience of the settlers 
I have the honor to be Sir 
Your Obedient Servent 
George G. Burwell 
Free Grant Agent 
North Bobcaygeon 


IV. SETTLEMENT: THE PETER ROBINSON 
EMIGRATION, 1825 


Anes the most remarkable documentary records to be pre- 
served outside of our great archival collections is that of the 
Peter Robinson emigration from the south of Ireland to Peter- 
borough County in 1825. The material is so complete that hardly an 
angle or episode in the state-conducted emigration—from petitions 
to be included, to reaction to settlement, and even to the state of the 
settlement many years later—is without documentary commentary. 
The late Thomas A. S. Hay, for many years City Engineer of 
Peterborough, kept as a sort of personal treasure a tin box full of 
the documents, and upon his death they found their way to the 
museum in the Peterborough Public Library, probably through the 
interest of the late F. R. Yokome, editor of the Examiner and co- 
worker with Mr. Hay. F. H. Dobbin, writing in Our Old Home 
Town (Toronto, 1943, p. 47), says that the box remained un- 
opened “until a short time ago.” The editor of this volume worked 
upon the material in 1953-54 and reported upon its value, and as 
a result the Archives of Ontario made a photostatic copy of all of 
it. The selections which follow give a well-rounded picture of a 
notable experiment in large-scale emigration. 


1. HANDBILL ANNOUNCING THE EMIGRATION? 


EMIGRATION TO 
CANADA 


MEMORANDUM of the terms on which the Government has agreed 
to convey a limited number of Settlers from Ireland to Upper-Canada, 
under the superintendance of Mr. Robinson and to locate them upon 
lands in that Province; and also of the conditions upon which lands 
shall be granted. 

Such Emigrants as the Superintendant shall accept, shall be con- 


1The collection includes as well ship lists and other materials relative to the 
earlier Irish emigration of 1823 to the Lanark region in the old District of 
Bathurst. This emigration was also under the direction of the Honourable Peter 
Robinson, 

2Probably posted widely in the south of Ireland, this item from the Collection 
would appear from a hand-written notation to have been in Cork. Some 50,000 
people are said to have made application as a result. 
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EMIGRATION PLACARD, IRELAND, 1825 
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veyed from the place of embarkation in Ireland, to their lands in Upper 
Canada, wholly at the public charge, and provisions shall be furnished 
them during their voyage, and for one whole year after their location 
upon their respective lots. 

Such Farming Utensils as are absolutely necessary to a new Settler 
shall also be found for each head of a FAMILY, or person receiving a 
grant of Land. 

‘No Person above the Age of 45 Years shall be conveyed to Upper- 
Canada, at the Public Expence, unless under particular circumstances, 
in the discretion of the Superintendant, and no person above that age 
shall receive a grant of Land on his arrival in the Colony. 

Every Male above 18 years of age and not exceeding 45 years to 
whom a certificate shall have been given by the Superintendant that he 
was accepted by him as an Emigrant Settler to receive lands in Upper 
Canada, shall on his arrival receive a location ticket, or order for 70 
Acres of land in such part of the Province as the Lieutenant Governor 
or Person administering the Government shall assign, And in order that 
such emigrants as shall be industrious and prudent may have an op- 
portunity of extending their possessions and providing for the respect- 
able maintainance of their Children, an additional tract of 30 acres, 
adjoining every such Grant of 70 acres, to afford an opportunity to the 
proprietor of such larger tract of purchasing the same within the period, 
by paying the moderate sum of £10 Sterling. 

The order or location ticket for 70 acres to be given to the Emigrant 
upon his arrival shall express certain duties of Settlement, and culti- 
vation, the same in proportion as are required by the Government to 
be performed on lands granted in Upper Canada to other Settlers and 
the period to be allowed for the performance of such duties shall be 
also expressed in the order. 

So soon as the settlement duties shall have been performed the party 
may obtain his Patent on paying the expence of preparing the same, 
which it is supposed will not exceed £2 10s. Sterling on each grant. 

Each tract of 70 Acres so granted shall be subject to the payment of 
an Annual quit Rent to the Crown of two pence per acre to be paid half 
Yearly in such manner, and subject to such penalties and forfeitures, in 
the case of failure, as shall be expressed in the Patent, and the same 
quit Rent shall be charged also upon the grants of 30 Acres. It shall 
however in every case be in the option of the Proprietor to redeem the 
quit Rent at any time on paying of Twenty Years purchase and with 
respect to the original location of Seventy Acres, no quit Rent shall be 
chargeable until 5 Years have expired from the time of the location. 

As it is intended that all Persons who shall be thus assisted by the 
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Government in removing to Upper-Canada shall become actual 
Settlers in the Province it is necessary it should be clearly understood, 
that if the conditions of cultivation and improvement to be specified in 
the location ticket, shall not be performed within the period prescribed, 
or if the person locating any lot under the present system shall before 
receiving his Patent for the same, withdraw from Upper-Canada, and 
remain absent for the space of Six Months without sufficient cause to 
be allowed by the Lieutenant Governor of the Province, the Land so 
assigned to such Person may be given to another Applicant, 


Fermoy: Printed by Thomas Lindsey, King’s Street opposite Abbey- 
Street 


2. PETITIONS FOR INCLUSION IN THE EMIGRATION‘ 
Aprill 28% 1825 
To Peter Robinson Esq? 
‘The Humble Petition of Michael Sullivan most submissively Sheweth 
—that Petit® nearly twelve months ago removed from a distant part 
of the Country to the Cove of Cork in order to be ready for Emigra- 
tion to Upper Canada at the first opportunity—Petit" is a Stout 
healthy man has three young fellows Sons of a promising appearance 
Petit and his Sons have been brought up to the Cultivation of the 
Land his wife also is a healthy woman & so is a Girl a Daughter of 
his Petit" humbly implores your Honor to tak him & his family into 
your Consideration he and his Boys are willing to go to the remotest 
Part of the Globe that they Could get a Piece of Land to Cultivate— 
Petit? Can produce excellent testimonials of Moral Character if 
required Petit" relies on your Honors humanity and will as in Duty 
Bound for ever 
Pray 





‘Newmarket on Fergus. 
April 16th 1825. 

Sir, 
I beg leave to inform you, that I have written to you in July 
1823, to request that my family would then be taken out to Canada, but 
found by the very polite reply with which Mr Ingram had the goodness 
See “The Assisted Irish Emigration to Upper Canada under Peter Robinson 
in 1825, including the Founding of the City of Peterborough and the Settlement 
‘of the Surrounding Townships,” an M.A. thesis, Queen’s University, 1934, by 
H. T. Pammett. Its historical value is lessened by an unnecessarily exaggerated 
bias against Robinson and the early aristocratic settlers in the region, but it 


contains a great deal of collateral material relative to conditions in Ireland and 
‘many other aspects of the Emigration. 
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Peter Robinson Papers, Peterborough Public Library 
TESTIMONIAL OF CHARACTER FOR JEREMIAH BOLAND 


to favor me, that you had sailed a few days previous to my application. 
T hope it is not now too late to address you on this subject, when the 
present benevolent Government contemplates the relief of some of the 
unfortunate sufferers of this country, by encouraging emigration. I 
have a Wife and Eight Children, four Sons and as many Daughters, 
rising gradually from 11 to 21 years of age; the Bearer, whom I send 
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to wait on you, is my eldest son, they are all well educated and indus- 
trious, and I can procure the most satisfactory Documents of Character. 
I beg you will have the kindness to acquaint me with the latest period 
that is fixed for the Second Division of the Emigrants to sail, and if 
they will be allowed to take any Domestics or articles of furniture. 
T have the honor to be, Sir, 
your very obedient Servant 
John Burke. 
Sir 
Having called at Mt Roberts and not meeting you there I beg leave 
most respectfully to request you will have the goodness to forward an 
answer to my Father as soon after the receipt of this as may be your 
convenience. I have shewn MF Ingram’s letter to Mt Roberts to whom I 
will take the liberty of referring you as to its contents, and have the 
honor to be Sir 
Your most obedient 
Humble Servant 
Edm‘ Burke. 


The Humble Address of William Croak 
Milthrea Parrish of Buttevant Reduced Farmer 


Humbly Sheweth he (Addressor) Intered his name and Eight Children 
and wife 4 Boys and 4 Girls the youngest of which is 12 years of age 
in Ballygibblen last August for Immigration to Upper Canada and now 
on your Hon™ Arrival Disposed of his potaties and Furniture and re- 
duced himself to a State of Beggary as the regestry where addressor was 
Intered has been lost in Ballygibblen Addressor now has no refuge 
under Heaven but relying on your Hon™ Goodness and Humane Char- 
acter which Adorns the Country that Gave Your Hon® birth for which 
Addressor and poor Family will Fervently pray your Temperal and 
Etternal welfar for life as in duty bound— 


Sir 

I take the liberty of recommending the bearer Margt Groves a widow 
with two sons and a daughter who are anxious to proceed to America 
to joint a part of the Family who have already gone and are settled 
there. The woman is a Native of the County of Wicklow and bears an 
Excellent Character. She has been All her life accustomed to Agricul- 
tural business and her Family is one of the better order of Irish Ten- 
antry, Indeed I may recommend her and the Family she takes with her 
as persons who came within the description of those intended to be 
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tempted by the measure of Emigrating to Canada and under these Cir- 
cumstances I am induced to trouble you with a line in favour of a 
Family who have been always considered people of excellent Character 
and Conduct. 
Lam Sir 
Your mot Obt Serv* 
Tho! Otho Travers 
E! Ind Co Recruiting Depart 
Cork 27% Apr! 1825 


Worthy Sir 
the humble pettition of James Walsh humbly sheweth that he is a Poor 
man of a Young helpless Charge really Famishing for want of work his 
Name is on the Books with Lord Mount Cashels in Kilworth these two 
months two goe to uper Canada and he hopes Your Honor will take 
him in to your humane Consideration and give him a letter to Captain 
Robinson or to any of the Lords as he can Produce the Best of Caracters 
from the Rev! Thom* Barks and Father Foran it is the greatest act of 
Charity Ever was done to take him and his young helpless Charge out 
of misery 
‘And he in Duty Bound 
Will for Ever Pray 
James Walsh 


Sir I Beg leave to represent y* honour that I the returned Emigrant 
for upper Canada N° 166 am fully satisfied to Embark for the same 
with the exception of My Children Being not in array to Bear any of 
the frigids Nor am I provided With any farming utensils and in fine I 
‘Am not able to Defray my Expence to the Beach Sir I am anxious to 
know whether I am to be Provided with any of the above 
Honoured Si* 
I remain y* Unexceptionably 
Peter Fane 


I certify that I have long known Francis Young—He is a man of 
most industrious sober habits & great mechanical ingenuity and having 
a numerous family—consisting of 7 Sons from the age of 7 to 20—and 
2 daughters—I think him a person fully deserving of any encourage- 
ment which the Government may wish to offer to emigrants— 

Dated at Newport 
June 21 William See 
1823 Curate of Newport 
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Tam acquainted with the bearer margret St Leger alias Markaham, from 
her infancy, and intimately in my parish these eight years past, and 
from my knoledge of her, I consider her to be an honest, virtuos, & 
wel conducted young woman, who is respectably connected in the 
County of Clare, She is now determined to go to her her husband, to 
Canada in America, where he is there two years past. I recomend her 
most earnestly to the Care of Captain Robertson & the passengers of the 
vessel in which she is sail 
Six mile Bridge County of Clare 
Ireland April 25 1825— Cornelius Clune 
Parish Priest 
To Captain Robinson— 
The Petition of Henry Molony of Six Mile Bridge in the County of 
Clare Labourer— 
Humbly Sheweth 

That your Honor’s Petitioner has made Application to you in 
Cork on or about the 1** of July 1823 for a Passage to America at 
which time you were ready to sail— 

That your Honor then informed Petr that, as Petr had not his 
family with him in Cork, nor Could not reach there before the Vessel 
would sail. Your Honor kindly advised Pet" to return home, and the same 
opportunity w* offer the Spring following but your Honor did not come 
to Cork at that time— 

That Pet" was obliged to sell the Chief part of his effects to 
defray his travelling expenses then and now, and must remain in a 
most deplorable condition if Your Honor does not give him and family 
a Passage this time— 

That as Pet" is a Labouring man, as you may perceive by the 
Certificate herewith handed you, and placing a full reliance on the 
promise your Honor made him in July 1823 He therefore humbly hopes 
your Honor will grant him a Passage, and Pet" will Pray— 

Six Mile Bridge 14th March 1825— 


Please your Honour 
The humble petition of James Condon— 
Most humbly and respectfully sheweth That petitioner held a small 
farm from the Earl of Kingston, and was dispossessed thereof last Novem- 
ber, in consequence of the smallness of his Lot, as his Lordship would 
not allow small Lots to be let on his Estate in future That his Lordship 
promised petitioner at that time to recommend him and family to your 
Honour at your next arival in this Town. And that there was no occa- 
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sion to have petitioner’s name inserted on the List. Please your Honour 
petitioner has three Boys in his family. humbly hopes your Honour will 
take him into Consideration— 

‘And petitioner as in Duty bound 

will always pray for your 

Honouwr’s welfare. 
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Peter Robinson Papers, Peterborough Public Library 
CERTIFICATE OF ACCEPTANCE, ROBINSON EMIGRATION 


3. THE PASSENGERS ON THE TRANSPORT Resolution 


‘A return of IRISH EMIGRANTS proceeding to CANADA, to be settled at the 
Expense of His Majesty's Government, under the superintendence of Mr. PETER 
ROBINSON, Embarked at COVE on Board of the Resolution Transport, Captain 
‘Anthony Ward, Master for Passage, to QUEBEC. 


G. H. Reade Esq" Surgeon in charge. 
Cove of Cork, 5 May 1825. ee a 


*Two similar lists, one apparently for the Captain and one for the Surgeon, are 
found for each ship. The other ships and their quota of passengers are as follows 

Fortitude, 282; Star, 214; Regulus, 157; Amity, 147; Albion, 191; Elizabeth, 210; 
Jokn Barry, 258; and Brunswick, 343. The Brunswick, apparently the largest, is 
the only one that the editor has scen mentioned elsewhere, Edward Talbot referring 
to his passage on her in 1818 and to the same captain, Robert Blake. See Guillet, 
The Great Migration: the Atlantic Crossing by Sailing-Ship since 1770 (New York, 
1937), passim; and Pioncer Inns and Taverns (Toronto, 1956), Vol. I, p. 42. In 
this table six columns detailing sex and age have been deleted, as the information is 
apparent in the columns ‘Names’ and ‘Age’. 





A RETURN of IRISH EMIGRANTS proceeding to Caneda, to be settled at the 
Expense of His Majesty's Govermment, under the superintendence of Mz. Pata Rostwsen, 
Emberkod at Cove, om Beard of the LenZech 





Trmmeport, Yerrcelat CU lorem — ——. Master, for Pamage to Quebec, 
© -%aftece twee fot Rages bo charge. 
cors or oom, clay —— as. 
4S Mm, - 









Loeatnc vine Hho Am 
op eonpaiatert e 
8 


























4lslelel]e] | i 


Peter Robinson Papers, Peterborough Public Library 
FIRST PAGE OF THE LIST OF PASSENGERS ON THE ELIZABETH, 1825 
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40 Men. Included in the Males 
38 Women... and Females above 14 
Males above 14 61 
under 4 61 
Females above 14...... 58 
under 1.0... 47 
Total Total 227 
Heads 
of Names ‘Age Occupation Former Remarks 
Families Residence 
1 Patrick Kearney 36 Farmer 
Catherine 30 Castle Lyon 
Denis 10 Cork Lord 
James 8 Ennismore 
Mary 5 130 
Patrick 1 
2 — Richt Andrews 42° Shoemaker Earl of 
Susanna 38 Brigown Kingston 
Jeremiah 16 Cork 32 
Ellen 2 
Elisa 10 
William 7 
Frances 3 
3 John © Dogherty 37 Farmer Brigown Earl of 
Ellen 26 Cork Kingston 
‘Anne 16 40 
Judith 5 
Kitty 12 
John 2 
Mary 26 Sister to John 
4 William Torpy 54 Farmer 
Mary 40 
‘Thomas 2 
Michael 21 
Mary 19 9 
Kitty 18 
Honora 15 
John 1B 
Elisabeth 10 
Bridget 6 
5 Robin Walsh 38 Farmer 
May Walsh 38 Earl of 
John 7 Kingston 
Thomas cry 1 
Ju 4 
Johanna 9 
Robert 4 Brigown 
Michael 3 Cork 
6 David Magner 32 Farmer 
Mary 32 Kilworth Lord. 
John 15 Cork ‘Mountcashel 
i Ea 


Catherine 
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Heads 
of Names Age Occupation Former Remarks 
Families Residence 

David 9 
Mary 4 

7 William Hogan 30 Sawyer Mitchelstown 
Alice 34 Cork Earl of 
‘Thomas 9 Kingston 
Frances 7 35 
Mary 4 
Ellen 1 

8 John M*Koy 27 Labouror —Doneraile Lord 
Catherine m4 Cork Doneraile 
Ellen 7 52 
James 5 
Catherine 2 

9 William Cleary 45 Farmer 
Mary 40 
‘Timothy 20 38 
Mary 15 
Johanna 2 
William 10 
Catherine 3 

10 William Will 20 Farmer 
Michael 19 37 
Elisa 2 

11 John Quinlan 35 Labouror 
Margaret 28 Affam 
Michael 12 Waterford Lord 
James 10 Mountchasel 
Mary 8 99 
Catherine 6 
Nancy a) 

12 Bryan Walsh 35 Farmer Temple Ling 
Mary 32 Tipperary Earl of 
Edmond 6 Kingston 
Mary 3 8 
Pat 2 

13 John M-Craith 37 Farmer Brigown Earl of. 
Mary 4 Cork Kingston 
Ellen 14 7 
John 12 
Daniel 10 
Mary 8 
Catherine 4 

14 John Lane 23 Farmer)Left Castle Lyons 
Mary a ao Lord 
Patrick: 1 Lachine Mountchashel 

18 Thom*. MeCraith 35. Farmer 4 
Margaret 28 
Redmond 3 30 
Catherine Nevile 18 Sister 

16 Mary Mahony 50 Mother 
William 26 Farmer Head of Fam? 
Mich! 4 Brigown 
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Heads 
of Names ‘Age Occupation Former Remarks 
Families Residence 
Ellen 23 Cork Earl of 
Honora 20 Kingston 
17 Thomas Carey 43. Farmer & 39 
Esther 41 Slater 
21 
19 Farrahy Lord 
15 Cork Ennismore 
13 129 
u 
9 
7 
2 
18 John Cranly 30 Farmer Donesky Lord, 
Margaret 25 Tipperary Ennistmore 
John 1 126 
19 Patrick Brien 30. Farmer 
Honora 30 
William 9 1B 
Anne 6 
John 4 
David 1 
Elizabeth Carrol 17 Sister in law 
20 John Fleming 66 Reduced Farmer 
Edmond Allen 39 
Bridget Allen 38 
John 19 2 
William 7 
Mary 4 
Edmond 7 
Robert 5 
Bridget 3 
Bridget Johnson 11 Granddaugh 
21 John Condon 30. Nailor 
Sarah 2 Mitchelstown 
Martin 7 Cork. 
Henry 6 Earl of 
James Hl Kingston 
22 Henry Couche 41 Shoemaker ul 
Susanna 32 
Susanna 19 
Christopher 17 
Henry 16 Mitchelstown 
Mary 12 Cork Earl of 
Anne 9 Kingston 
Jane 3 Ere 
23 Thomas Condon 42.‘ Farmer 
Margaret 40 Kilworth 
James 21 Cork Lord 
Bartholomew 16 Ennismore 
Patrick u 132 
Ellen 10 
John 8 





PETER ROBINSON EMIGRATION 7 











Heads 
of Names Age Occupation Former Remarks 
Families Residence 
Mary 5 
Thomas 1 
24 Nancy Purcell 40 
Thomas 24 Reduced Church Town Capt 
Elisa 22° Farmer Cork Roberts 
Patrick 7 185 
Margaret 15 
John 4 
Daniel 13 
Mary 10 
25 William Barrett. 85. Farmer 
Johanna 35 Kilworth Lord 
John 1B Cork Mountchasel 
Mary n 102 
William 9 
Norah 7 
Johana 4 
Edmond 1 
26 Pat* O Donnle 40. Farmer Brigown Earl of 
‘Martha 35 Cork Kingston 
Edmond 25 16 
Catherine 20 
Ellen 15 
Patrick: 4 
Jane u 
Mary 8 
27 John Armstrong 32‘ Farmer Mitchelstown 
Elisa 30. Reduced Cork 
15 Earl of, 
16 Kingston 
9 232 
8 
7 
3 
1 
28 William Wall 48° Farmec Mitchelstown 
Mary 36 Cork 
Anne 19 Earl of 
Mary 16 Kingston 
William 4 19 
Thomas 2 
29 Mau® Brien 37 Farmer 
Mary 33 2 
‘Morgan 7 
Honora 13 
John nw 
Thomas T 
William 4 
Margaret 1 
30 Denis O Brien 35 Cooper Mitchelstown 
Bridget 26 Corle Earl of 
James 5 Kingston 
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Heads 
of 
Families 


Names Age Occupation Former Remarks! 


Residence 





31 


32 


34 


Johanna 
Michail O Brien 
Gilliam 

Mary Brien 
John 

Elisa 

Michael 

Patrick Clancy 
Mary 

Thomas 

Denis 

Maurice 

Daniel 

Patrick 

James McCarthy 
Mary 

James 

Thomas 

John 

Mary 

Florence Driscoll 
Mary 

Denis 

Margaret 
George Byrnes 
Kitty 

Patrick 





noob Bia 


aBRwokSuaackGuand 


Farmer 


Farmer 


Farmer 


Farmer 


Farmer 


2 
Brigown 
Cork Earl of 
Kingston 
2B 


Kilworth Lord 
Cork ‘Mountcasel 
90 


Glandelane 
Cork Lord 
Mountcasel 
8 


Castle Lyons 
Cork Lord 
Ennismore 
135 
Brigown 
Cork. Earl of 
34 
Kingston 





4. SURGEONS’ 


Lists AND COMMENTS 


(4) A-LIST OF THE EMIGRANTS EMBARKED ON BOARD THE Albion IN 
MAY 1825 FOR A PASSAGE TO QUEBEC 


[Compiled by John Thomson, Surgeon R.N.] 








Number Number 
of of Name Age Remarks 
Families Ticket 
1 60 James Daly 30 An excellent man worthy of 
Ellen 26 encouragement 
Patrick 2 
Mary 2 
2 45 Thomas Stack 40 A good industrious man 
Mary 4 
Honora 20 





"The columns are totalled at the end of the document as follows: Men 40, 
Women 38, Males above 14 61, Males under 14 61, Females above 14 58, Females 
under 14 47. 
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No.of No. of 
Families Ticket Name Ages Remarks 
Richard 16 
Maurice 3 
Thomas 10 
Mary 6 
Johanna 4 died on the 30 of May 
3 46 James Barry 38. A decent family 
Bridget 37 
Margaret 16 
Bridget 4 
Catherine 7 
John 5 
Ellen a: 
4 53 Michael Sullivan 28 
Judith 26 Understands Midwifery 
Catherine 7 
Michael 5 
Mary 2 
5 85 Dan! Shea 34 Quiet but indolent, the wife 
Catherine 32. industrious 
4 
2 
9 
2 
6 125 44 A plausible & I suspect a designing 
44 character 
23 A good young man, a cooper by 
trade 
Emanuel 22 Suspicious 
Sabina 21 
20 
Mary Anne 19 
Henry 18 
Daniel 15 
Avice 10 
% 59 Patrick Healy 35. Industrious & very quiet 
Eliza 36 
Mary 19 
Thomas Ww 
John 15 
Judith 1B 
Ellen itt 
Eliza 9 
Margaret ‘3 
8 140 Patrick Lynam 22 Deserted at La Chine 
Ellen 21 Deserted at La Chine 
9 146 Daniel Connor 33. A decent family 
Bridget 2% 
Judith 16 
Margaret “4 
James 12 
Ellen 8 
Bridget 5 
10 61 Timothy Sweeny _34_Very indolent 
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No.of No.of 
Families Ticket Name Age Remarks 
Johanna 30 
Honora n 
Mary 9 
Catherine 4. died on the 7 of June 
un 136 John Clancy 30. A well behaved man 
Eliza 30 
Ellen 16 
William a 
John 5 
Johanna 3 
2 183 John Collins 40 rather dirty & of an unbappy 
Johanna 40. temper 
Michael 20 
Timothy 18 
Jobn 16 
Catherine 4 
Edmund 12 
James 8 
Bridget 3 
Maurice 1 
1B 138 Mary Keefe 48 very decent & quiet 
Mary wv 
John 16 
“ 69 Bartholomew Lingane 36 A quiet family 
Ellen 8 
Mary 16 
Jeremiah 13 
David 2 
Patrick 10 
Eliza 6 died on the 23" of May 
Margaret 3. died on the 13 of June 
Edmund 26 
15 63 James Keefe 38 tidy, but I fear not fit for hard 
‘Ann 29 work 
Catherine 18 
James 7 
Ellen 13 
Eliza 2 
Timothy 9 
Mary Anne 5 
16 134 John Brien 40. well behaved 
Margaret 40 
‘Thomas 15 
Ellen 2 
Catherine 9 
Johanna 1 
Ww 170 William Ryan 30 well behaved 
Catherine 30 
Michael 1B 
William 5 
Ellen 3 
18 161 William Reily 35. well behaved 
Elizabeth 30 
Thomas 1B 
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No.of No. of 
Families Ticket Name Age Remarks 
Joseph n 
John 8 
Mary 4 
Jeremiah 2 
Johanna 1 died on the 13 of May 
19 151 Daniel Sheehan 40. An industrious family 
Ellen 39 
Mary 21 
Elizabeth rg 
Daniel 15 
Patrick 10 
Judith 9 
Daniel 1 
20 121 David Nagle 37. well behaved 
Juliana 30 
Richards 16 
Ellen 1B 
John 10 
Garret 7 
Margaret 5 
Patrick 15 found on board after we sailed, 
but not victualled at sea 
a 87 Michael Sweeny 37 very decent, good family 
Margaret 32 
John 16 
Richard 13 
Mary 9 
Catherine 5 
Denis 1 
22 74 John Sheehan 39 An industrious good family 
Bridget 36 
Cornelius ai} hard working good young men 
‘Timothy 18. 
Patrick 79 
Michael 8 
John 6 
Mary 16 
B 76 — William McDonald 34 Well behaved 
Mary 32 
John 16 
William 4 
‘Alexander st 
Charles 8 
Patrick 5 
Michael 3 
% ~~ 62_——~Patrick Lynch. 32. hard working tho! poor 
Deborah 30 
Mary “4 
Catherine 2 
James 10 
Eliza 8 
Ellen 6 
Thomas 3 
Deborah Born at La Chine 
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No.of No.of 

















Families Ticket Name Age Remarks 
5 267 James Sheneck B1_ tolerable 
Johanna 28 
Mary 2 discharged to the Star 
Mary born on the 12 June 
26 48 John Regan 32. rather 
Nory 30 
Abigail alias 
William 16 victualled as a female 
Mary 6 
a 179 Michael Lowes 44 An excellent family, worthy of 
Sarah 42. favor 
28 
24 
20 
2B 194 40 A most worthy man, wife very 
32 industrious, he is brother to 
Zachariah 20 the above’ and wish to be to- 
Rebecca 8 gether, they are Protestants 
George 6 
29 301 Jeremiah Connor 35. rather dirty, but I hope will be 
Mary 30. industrious 
Margaret 9 
Jeremiah 7 
Johanna 3 
Daniel Born on the 3" of June 
30 104 Michael Kenny ——-30_hard working family 
Mary 32 
James 2B 
Margaret 20 
John 5 





Abstract of the foregoing List 

















Males Females 
above 14 above 14 Children Total 
Embarked at the Cove of Cork 56 82 B 11 
Discharged at the Cove of Cork _”” a 1 
On board at the time of sailing 56 52 2 190 
Found on board when at sea 1 a * 
Born on board 2 
87 2 u 198 
Died on board 5 
Arrived at Quebec El 32 a) 188 


Arrived at La Chine 
Born at La Chine 


Deserted at La Chine 
Arrived at Prescott 





John Thomson Surgeon R.N. 


and Superintendent 











oT 52 co 188 
a iH 

7 7 30 
1 1 * 

56 aL 0 187 
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(b) A LIST OF IRISH EMIGRANTS EMBARKED IN THE sip John Barry 
‘w™ BURNIE SURGEON 





Names General Remarks &e. 





John Lane ‘A good Family. Instrumental in saving the Ship when on 
Shore, thereby avoiding additional expence and delay. 
Son Cottrel in a quarrel with an Indian of the Boat, brought 
on by himself, about the Tarpaulin, cut the Boatman in 
several places’ on the right arm, and was himself hurt. 
As a compensation and to prevent more serious conse~ 
quences I gave a note on Com* Finlay for 11. Dollars 
which T must pay on my return. 








Hen’ Maloney Youngest child died at the Cascades on passage up the 
River. Buried at the Cedars. 

Jat Slattery A quiet Family. Youngest child died at Lachine. 

Pat Ryan (A good Man. Instrumental in saving the Ship &. &. 
(Brothers Tim” & John very troublesome Chr 

Mich! Dahill A Protestant Family 

Callaghan A quiet Family. A child born in the John Barry. 

Pat. Twomy A willing, hard-working, good man 

‘Thot Shea A quiet Family. Youngest Child died in Gulph St.Lawrence 

Cor M*Auliffe A quiet family 

John Daly (A good, industrious, o 






(Himself by trade a Cooper. 


John Callaghan 

Rich¢ Sullivan (A very good, quiet, willing & industrious Family deserving 
(every attention & encouragement 

Ed" Gillman Himself a very good man. Has a large Family of Daughters 

Ja Hurly 

Rich¢ Walsh 

‘Thot Hennessy 

John Blackwell Avery excellent Family, Protestants, of good and industrious 
Daughters. Was instrumental in saving the Ship &c. 
Brought out a Lad from Cork, engaged to serve him 3 years 
who has, to his great loss, left him on some frivolous excuse. 
Deserves every encouragement. Has behaved wholly to my 
satisfaction. 

John Sullivan ‘A very good Family, of kind and industrious Daughters. 





Fully satisfied with their behaviour. 
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Names 


General Remarks &¢. 





Corn* Sullivan 


‘Tho* Groves 


John Walsh 


Francis Young 


W= Foley 


Martin O. Brien 
Dé Hogan 


Jes Boland 
Ja* Condon 
Pat. Baragy 
John Kelehar 


Tho" Casey 
‘Tim Regan 


‘Tim? Leary 
Dé Owens 
Ja* Mahony 
Dan! Malony 





‘A very good and willing Family, chiefly grown up, behaved 
‘well on the Passage 


A very excellent Family, Protestants, The Mother a worthy 
kind woman. Boys very willing and attentive. Affraid of 
her neighbours and has suffered ill, from some on account 
of religion. Has two daughters Mé'in Ramsay, whom she 
anxious to join. She is very diserving every indulgence 


‘A very excellent Family, acquainted with gardening. Has 
behaved himself well and deserves every encouragement 
and recommendation, wrought hard at the Pumps. 


A very excellent Family, willing, industrious, and obliging 
in every respect, have behaved in the most examplary 
manner, and deserve every attention and encouragement. 
Instrumental in saving the Ship. 





A very excellent Family, of quiet and willing lads, have 
behaved to my entire satisfaction. Has two sons at God- 
manchester, whom he is anxious to join, provided he can 
have his land and allowances. 





A quiet Man, Youngest child died at P* Bersiamitis 


‘An old Soldier, wrought hard and behaved well on passage 
‘Acting as cook-—Has since committed himself 


A very good, quiet, industrious & willing Family 





Assisted in cutting up and dividing provisions on passage 


Shannoal!! An excellent and willing man, and deserving 
every recommendation and encouragement from his good 
conduct, with which I am fully satisfied in every particular. 
Assisted the 34 Mate with the provisions and took care of 
the dogs on the Passage. 


A very good Family—behaved well on passage 


Came on board sickly, Took Fever on 2¢ June Died at 
‘Quebec Hospital. Wife took sick shortly after, produced a 
child in the 8* month. Convalescent at Quebec—hurried 
off to Lachine. Arrived on Saturday evening. Took danger- 
ously sick, on Sunday and died at 12 on Tuesday—Child 
died and was buried at Kingston. Two Boys and Two girls 
very fine Children are left orphans. I left 8 Dollars belonging 
to them in M? Reades charge—Their chest by some mistake 
has been left at Quebec 





Wife a lying mischief making woman 
‘A quiet Family. All very sickly 


A very excellent Family, Behaved intirely to my satisfaction 
during the passage. Was instrumental in saving the Ship &c. 
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Names General Remarks &e. 
and deserves every recommendation and attention from 
general good conduct 

Dé Nagle Behaved well on passage. Story being known thinks himself 
in danger among present neighbours. 











5, LETTERS AND NOTES CONCERNING THE ASCENT OF St. LAWRENCE 
(a) SURGEON POWER OF THE Elizabeth TO PETER ROBINSON 


Prescott U Canada 21** July 
sir 1825 


I deem it my duty to state to you that on the Emigrants under 
my charge landing at Montreal the 4" Instant—while busily employed 
in seeing them placed on the Carts with the baggage—James Lee and 
family Six in N-- deserted taking with him his bedding. I could not attend 
at the time neither had I means to prevent him—but on arriving at La 
Chiene I instituted an inquiry into the business and found that an Idea 
pretty generally prevailed that they Could do such an act with impunity. 
Not wishing to allow so erronious an Opinion to continue and also to 
deter others from following Lee’s example I took two of the people 
who witnessed the theft before the authorities at Montreal and having 
attended two days Informations were lodged against the delinquent he 
was arrested and sent to Jail but afterwards admitted to bail for what 
in England is deemed felony—Altho this was strictly speaking nothing 
but my duty yet as it was attended with some additional expence (which 
together with small sums supplied from time to time to the women who 
had sick children and no means of providing refreshments) amounts 
I find to about Twenty dollars— 

Should the service on which I was employed admit of its being rei 
bursed I will feel much obliged by your doing so. if not the intention 
of this Letter will be fulfilled by putting you in possession of the fact 
of the man’s desertion 





T have the Honor 
tobe 
Sir your Most Obedient 
Servt 
C. Power Surgeon 
To P. Robinson Esq’) R..N. in Charge of Emigrants 
&e &e & ) for Ship Elizabeth 


PS. Jeremiah Dwyer is bound in recognizance to prosecute at the next 
assizes holden at Montreal I believe in August. 
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(b) LETTER TO DR. READ," PRESCOTT 
Prescott 9% July 1825 
Sir— 

We have to request that you will be pleased to use your endeavours 
to procure a supply of fresh provisions for the Irish Emigrants just 
landed here under our superintendence—which their state of exhaustion 
& general health so much require— 

We are Sir 
your Ob. Servants 
(Signed) Brian McMorris_ Surgeon R.N. 
Superintending Ship Star. 
James W. Ternan Surgeon R.N. 


To Superintending Ship Amity 
Doctor Read Mathew Burnside Surgeon R.N. 
&e &e be Superintending Ship Regulus 


(c) ACCOUNT FOR MEDICAL ATTENDANCE 


Prescott 224 January 1826 
‘The Honb'* Peter Robinson 


























Ds to W. J. Scott® 

1825 To Strict Attendance upon the Sick Irish Emi £ 8 D 

from 26% of July to 204 August at 10 sh 

diem... Woe = 
i Attendates and Medicine to Mv Buckley from 10% 

to 30% August....... i, Bem 

‘Atvnding el night and eivering Mt Cocnel with 

Medicine subsequently, 1 

m4 6 





(d) LETTER RECOMMENDING WILLIAM FITZGERALD 
Prescott July 1825 
‘My Dear Sir 
‘This will be handed to you by W™ Fitzgerald who came with 
me in the Amity & in whose welfare I feel a very great interest. 

If any extra advantages be reserved for rectitude of conduct & strict 
probity they cannot be bestowed upon a more worthy person nor can 
any thing give me more satisfaction than to find that this making you 
acquainted with his worth should be productive of advantage to him. 

Believe me D* Sir 
Very truly yours 
P. Robinson Esq* James W. Ternan 
&e &e be 
1G. H. Reade, Surgeon of the Resolution, and subsequently doctor to the im- 


migrants in Peterborough. 
‘Dr. William James Scott, born in 1793, died at Prescott on October 14, 1875. 
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(e) JAMES W. TERNAN, SURGEON ON THE Amity, TO PETER ROBINSON 


Kingston 19% July 1825 
My Dear Sir— 

To this I beg to annex a list of Emigrants who came with me in the Amity 
with their respective characters which may in some degree guide you until con- 
firmed by your own acquaintance with them—. 

Thot Callaghan—quiet well behaved & Slothful 

John Gordon—he and all his family highly deserving and well-conducted 

Dennis Shanahan—an honest well-disposed man 

John Galvin—as honest well disposed & industrious a young fellow as ever left 
his Country 

Dennis Kearny—an honest well meaning creature 

Mich! Costello—a good honest man with a good family 

W= Oakly—a man of excellent principle & will be found to deserve encourage- 
ment 

John Stark—has a very good family—himself imprudent 

John Leary—an honest creature & a very deserving family 

Patt Crowly—a quiet well disposed man 

David Conry—was generally well behaved but consider him a stubborn turbulent 
character 

Thot Hallahan—a well disposed man & a good fami 

Owen McCarthy a good industrious man & a very well conducted family 

Thot Murry—a well disposed honest indolent man 

Mich! Buckly—has a very honest well conducted family for whose sake I could 
wish him well-conducted 

Wo Fitzgerald—a man of gentlemanlike behaviour & good principle—to be 
trusted 

Rich English—a Slothful well-behaved man 

John Twomy—an honest well disposed fellow 

Dan! Scully—a quiet industrious man 

Barre Sullivan—an insolent turbulent fellow 

John Kennelly—an honest well disposed industrious creature 

Ine Lancaster—a wseful smart active well-conducted man with a decent family— 

James W Ternan 
Surgeon Roy! Navy 
Superintending Ship Amity 





({) JAMES W. TERNAN TO PETER ROBINSON 


Kingston 1*t August 1825 
Dear Sir— 

I beg leave to add my request to those of my Brother Officers who 
came to Canada in the Superintendence of Irish Emigrants, that you 
will have the kindness to arrange for the payment to us of a Colonial 
allowance usual in the Transport Service together with the travelling 
expences incurred from our arrival in the country. Indisposition pre- 
vents my having the pleasure of waiting on you but as one or more of 
the Officers concerned will have that pleasure I hope to be favored with 
your reply by their return—or else directed to me at “S. Garwood’s 
Esq’ R. N. Dockyard”. 

On my arrival here I had the pleasure of meeting your Brother who 
took with him your two dogs in excellent condition & as promising as 
ever visited Canada. Much of their good state they owe to a man (Jn Lan- 
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caster) who came out with me in the Amity to whom I gave a note of 
recommendation to you—To other deserving men I also gave recommen- 
dations which I hope you." give your kind attention to—In a private letter 
I gave an outline of the Characters of those who came with me & I can- 
not avoid the mention of the man Mich.! Buckly so highly recommended 
by the Mayor of Cork as one of the most infamous characters with re- 
gard to whose family D.* Reade has made some arrangements the neces- 
sity of which you.! soon discover—Altho’ it may be surely called super 
errogation I cannot withold the charitable advice of the immediate 
removal of the Emigrants from this place—Their encampment is un- 
healthy & fever increases rapidly—I have to return my warmest thanks 
for your kind letters of introduction—not having visited York I had not 
the pleasure of delivering to the Att” Gen'—M® Price of Quebec I left 
well & should you have any commands to him I shall gladly be the 
bearer and am Dear Sir very sincerely yours 
James W. Ternan 


(g) RECOMMENDATION OF DAVID HOGAN 


Ihave known the bearer David Hogan private in the 48 Regiment and 
om his passage from New South Wales— His conduct was correct & his 
character excellent, and I do believe him to be a good and honest man— 
Kingston 7 August 1825 
James W. Terman 
Surgeon Royal Navy 
Superintendent of Emigrants 


(h) RECOMMENDATION OF JOHN DOODY 


John Doody a Butcher conducted himself with propriety on the pas- 
sage and as I understand a good tradesman and well conversant with 
the cutting part of his trade 

Prescott F. Connin 

5 July—1825 Surgeon R.N. 


(i) NOTES CONCERNING EMIGRANTS ON THE Fortitude 
Memo. of some of the Fortitudes Irish Emigrants 


James Cotter ) Bad and Dangerous characters & 
Pat¥ Lehay +) ‘fit for any mischief 

Mich. Elligott ) Insolent 

‘W" O'Halloran ) Ruffians 


T could not point out any others as with the above exceptions I had 
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no reason to complain of the conduct of any between Cork & Quebec 
Flaherty the bearer of this served as cook to the Emigrants on the 
passage out and conducted himself in every respect well 


Fortitude F, Connin 
at Quebec ‘Surgeon in 
15 June 1825 Charge 


(j) EMIGRANT RIOT AT L'ISLE DE PERREAU 


Memo 

Friday 24 June 1825, about 9 P.M. arrived at L’ilse de Perreau 
found the boats that had arrived before us in terrible confusion landed 
with difficulty and discovered that some of the Emigrants had broken 
the door & windows of a house and severely cut two men in the head 
with stones, the clock was also broken dressed the wounded men & 
ordered the boats on for fear of more mischief. Originated in a dispute 
about boiling a kettle. Sunday 26 Mr Simson of Coteau endeavoured to 
discover the offenders the Sons of Cotter & Casey without doubt con- 
cerned as they were wounded. The damage estimated at ten pounds on 
our arrival at prescott Mr Reade dismissed Cotter and Casey they came 
out in the Fortitude but suspicion attaches also to the Henny’s of the 
Albion. 

John Thomson Surgeon R. N. 


6. PETER ROBINSON’s DESCRIPTION OF THE ARRIVAL OF THE SETTLERS 
[Public Archives of Canada, Q 343 pt. 2, pages 263-4) 


Cobourg. 
6% Oct? 1825. 
My Dear Brother 
T leave this in a few minutes for Smith—The emigrants are all at the 
Depot! at the head of the Otonabee River, with the exception of a few 
invalids —I send Major Hillier a return of the deaths that have occurred 
since their arrival in Prescott 


1The arrival of the poor immigrants from Ireland has given us some variety,” 
wrote Frances Stewart. “They are encamped on the ‘plains’, a place about two 
and a half miles off. Their huts look very odd, being made’ with poles standing 
up, boughs or branches of trees interwoven, and mud plastered over this. They 
live in these till log shanties are ready for their families in Douro. These huts 
already cause the ‘plains’ to be called a village. . . . Dr. Reade has come as the 
‘emigrants’ doctor, and his wife, the first lady who has settled here. The Doctor 
liked among the poor Irish, he is a very humane, hospitable, friendly little man. 
The poor creatures suffered ‘a good deal, and many died.” (Our Forest Home 
(Toronto, 1889), p. 47). 
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Men Women & children Ne 
from 14 years upwards 28 

Children under 14 including 
those just born 37 





65 Total 


by this you see that the mortality has not been so great for the num- 
bers, & the uncommon unhealthy season—I had a letter from Major 
Hillier in which he mentions that Birdsall had been instructed to call 
‘on me to consult as to the survey of the Town plot at the head of the 
Otonabee River, and I expect soon to see him—By the Bye why not 
call the Town Wilmot Horton’ it is the prettiest place I ever saw the 
plain is very extensive & has just trees enough for ornament. 

It is impossible to forsee what difficulties I may get into with such 
a party as I have so remote from any force sufficient to quell a riot. As 
yet I am obeyed, and I exact the strictest obedience but there are many 
idle rascals from Ireland frequently exciting our people to mischief and 
leading them astray—Such advises do much mischief however I am 
determined to carry a high hand at the Depot, & the first man that 
troubles me shall be imprisoned & kept there, until I get advice— 

‘A Mr Hearn a Catholic priest is now at the Depot he seems quiet 
enough but from what he said last Sunday at Mass I fear he wants dis- 
cretion—He publicly told the—Ems. that M* Crowley had no authority 
to come among them—The latter had spent some days with us & gained 
much, the affections of the people, and appears a very proper person— 
As soon as the Bishop arrives he must see to this— 

Love to Em. God bless you 
aR P. Robinson 


[written in margin] Tell Mt Crowley he will hear from me next post. 


7. OTHER LeTTers RELATIVE TO THE SETTLEMENT 
(a) JOHN STRACHAN TO R. W. HORTON 
[Public Archives of Canada, Q 343 pt. 3, pages 551-3] 


19 Bury Street St. James’s 
5 July 1826 
Dear Sir, 
In returning M* Robinson’s statement I beg leave to remark, that 
it mentions 120 families to be actually on their lands, and 62 missing. 
making up 182 heads of families which were located in 1824. 


Author of Ireland and Canada, London, 1839. 
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In accounting for these 62 it is stated, that 8 are dead,—but their 
children or relatives will certainly claim the lands assigned them, which 
are indeed secured to them by a special law of the Province. 

‘As to these eight therefore the object of Gov' is obtained—a family 
has been sent from Ireland, or if the dead persons have no families, their 
heirs will come out to claim the property, and thus the same lot may 
produce a double emigration — 

Nine are said to have gone to the United States—but it does not 
follow that they are lost to the Province.—the probability is, that they 
have gone to work on the Canals and public works to gain money to 
enable them to purchase cattle, which is quite usual, and that in a short 
time they will all return—This is the case with hundreds of Emigrants— 
‘They leave their lands for different periods from 3 to 24 months accord- 
ing as they are successful. But should such persons not return, which I 
conceive to be improbable (as it is their interest to return) the lots 
assigned them, being now in an improved settlement, will sell for more 
than it cost Govt to bring the first Locatees out. 

Of the thirty two heads of families still remaining in Canada it appears 
to me of very little consequence to His Majesty’s Govt. whether they 
have continued on their original Locations or not—Some may have 
joined other Irish Settlements of which there are several in the Province 
from having friends and relations or liking the lands better, for these 
poor people are kind to each other. 

Many of them are doubtless employed on the Welland Canal earning 
money to purchase live stock, and will either return to their first loca- 
tion, or purchase lands in another part of the Colony. Others again are 
employed in getting out timber from the woods, & rafting it to Quebec, 
an employment which often commands great wages—such will come 
back at the end of the season—One has returned to Ireland and may be 
considered the only loss—So that in my opinion 181 out of 182 are 
satisfactorily accounted for—I remain 

Dear Sir 
Robt W. Horton Esq. M.P. Yours sincerely 
John Strachan. 


(b) THOMAS A. STEWART TO THE REVEREND JAMES CROWLY 
[Evidence before Select Committee on Emigration from the United 
Kingdom, 1826] 


Copy of a Letter to the Rev. Mr. Crowly, a Roman Catholic Clergy- 
man, from Mr. Stewart, a Magistrate and a very respectable gentleman 
residing in the midst of the Irish Emigrants: 


nz THE VALLEY OF THE TRENT 
Douro, January 20, 1826. 
Dear Sir, I beg to transmit the following Statement: 


Some days ago I perused a paragraph in the ‘Colonial Advocate’ 
relating to Mr. Robinson's Emigrants, stating that 30 had left this in 
one night and gone to the United States, and that the rest were inclined 
to go also; this I conceive to be entirely false and without foundation. 
I am here living in the very midst of them, from 20 to 30 pass my 
door almost every day; I visit the camp every week, and at all times I 
take an opportunity of conversing with them on their affairs. I have 
always found them satisfied and happy. Some of them have told me with 
tears in their eyes that they never knew what happiness was until now. 
In general they are making great exertions in clearing land, and the 
exertions have astonished many of the old settlers. I conceive that this 
is in general owing to the great care Mr. Robinson has shown to their 
complaints and studying their wants. Not one complaint has there been 
against them by any of the old settlers, and it is the general opinion that 
where so large a body of people are brought together none could con- 
duct themselves better. When we heard of their coming among us we 
did not like the idea, and immediately began to think it necessary to put 
bolts and bars on our doors and windows; all these fears have vanished. 
These fears I must acknowledge were in consequence of stories that 
were circulated before their arrival in this part, which have all turned 
out to be equally false with those of the ‘Colonial Advocate’. Mr. Robin- 
son has also been particularly fortunate in his choice in the medical 
department, as the care, humanity, and great attention shown by Dr. 
Reade could not be exceeded. I could say much more, but the fact will 
speak for itself. 

Thomas Alexander Stewart.’ 
To the Rev. Mr. Crowly. 


8. SiR PEREGRINE MAITLAND TO EARL BATHURST, 1826 
[Public Archives of Canada, Q340, pt. 2, pages 412-18] 
Upper Canada, 
York, 31st March 1826. 
‘My Lord 
T have the Honor to inform Your Lordship that, during the last and 
present months, I visited those parts of the Country in which the Emi- 


18ee biographical notes on Frances and Thomas Stewart, Section XI, Nos. 
1 and 2, 
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grants from the South of Ireland, sent out by the Government in 1823 
and 1825, have been settled by the Superintendant.! 

Of those brought out in 1825, whom I first saw, I have much 
pleasure, in stating to Your Lordship that every evidence was afforded 
to me which the appearance, the conduct and the declarations of the 
Emigrants themselves could furnish, that they have escaped? all that 
benefit from the change in their situations which they could possibly 
have expected; and which the Government, with the kindest intentions 
towards them, could have desired. 

T transmit herewith the official return of Mr Robinson, shewing the 
distribution of the whole number brought out; and when it is considered 
that the season in which they arrived was one of the most unhealthy, 
throughout these Provinces, that has been for some years experienced, 
the deaths which have occurred will not appear numerous; nor indeed 
could they be so regarded, under the circumstances, at any time—One 
family, and one only it will be seen has removed to the United States; 
and they had, I understand, the inducement of relations residing in that 
Country. 

All are now located on lands, with which they have every reason to 
be satisfied; the progress made by many of them in clearing their farms, 
was witnessed by myself, and not without surprise; and the example of 
the Emigrants who preceded them, their own evident emulation, and the 
opinion of the Inhabitants of the Country who have observed their 
progress, all confirm me in the conviction, that, with the aid so bene- 
volently afforded them, they may become, and that they are in every 
way likely to become, very useful Settlers in the Province; and to 
support themselves and their families in a state of comfort, to which 
they could scarcely have expected to attain. 

Not one complaint has hitherto been made of their conduct, they were 
unavoidably detained at different points of their route, in populous 
parts of the Country, Where they might have indulged a disposition to 
riot, and to such outrages as very frequently occur, when a large number 
of such are assembled in a place in which they are strangers. 

Your Lordship will perceive, in most of the addresses which were 
presented to me in the course of my journey through the Eastern parts 
of the Province, and which accompany my despatch to Your Lordship 
N° 15., that the Inhabitants of the Country bear ample testimony to the 
good conduct of these Emigrants, and speak with much gratitude of the 
liberal policy of His Majesty's Government, in providing for their 
Settlement in Upper Canada. 

Min one of her letters Frances Stewart gives a whimsical account of the visit 


to Peterborough. See Our Forest Home (2nd ed., Montreal, 1902), pp. 50-3. 
2Probably a copyist’s error for the word experienced. 
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As they are now on their lands, very much dispersed, and in- 
dustriously occupied; having properties to improve, and families whom 
they can certainly support by their labor, I can see no reason for ap- 
prehending that they will not become speedily identified with the other 
classes of our population, and continue to live in the same peaceable 
obedience to the laws, which they have to this time exhibited, I am 
indeed fully persuaded that Your Lordship may congratulate yourself 
on the complete fulfilment of the most favorable expectations that could 
have been indulged, with regard to these people, and that the result of 
the measure, so far as it has proceeded, offers, in its effects here, every 
encouragement to its continuance. 

With respect to the Emigrants of 1825, I cannot perceive that differ- 
ence of religion has occasioned, or is likely to occasion, any dis- 
agreable occurrences among themselves, or between them and the 
other settlers. On the contrary, though they are in general Roman Ca- 
tholics, they are kindly received by the Irish Protestants settled in the 
adjoining Township, and I trust nothing will occur to interrupt their 
friendly intercourse. 

After having visited these Emigrants in their Settlements in the Dis 
trict of Newcastle, near the Rice Lake, I proceeded, accompanied by 
M® Robinson the Superintendant, to the District of Bathurst, to learn 
the state of those who had come out in 1823; and I was pleased to find, 
that the only doubt I have felt, with respect to the measure, and which 
regarded its details, was groundless; for these people, from whom the 
assistance of Government Rations was withdrawn at the end of the year, 
are certainly not in a state of suffering, but, on the contrary, have ad- 
vanced, judging from those whom I promiscuously visited, to a degree 
of comfort with which they have reason to be, and evidently are, entirely 
satisfied. Mt Robinson had been prevented by the unremitting attention 
which the other 2000 settlers required, and by the necessity of his con- 
stant presence with them, from paying an earlier visit to those of 1823 
since his arrival from England; but the accounts which he received, on 
this occasion, were of the most gratifying description. He has directed 
a minute return to be made, from actual personal visitation at the house 
of every one of the settlers of 1823, which will soon be completed, and 
which will exhibit to Your Lordship, at one view, the progress they 
have made in cultivating their lands, acquiring stock &c. It will shew 
also what number of them are actually residing upon their lands, and 
what degree of truth there is in the report which has reached Your Lord- 
ship, of more than one half of them, having withdrawn to the United 
States. There were among these Emigrants some young unmarried men, 
of whom some were turbulent characters; and having taken an active 
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part in the disturbance, which unfortunately occurred two years ago 
between them and the Scots Settlers, they happily found it prudent to 
leave the Country. 

The general conduct of the Settlers, I am happy to be able to inform 
Your Lordship, is in every respect satisfactory. The affray of April 
1824, the causes and progress of which’ I reported fully, to Your Lord- 
ship at the time, does not appear to have left any unfriendly feeling 
bebind it, and the Magistrates of the District publicly assured me, as 
Your Lordship will perceive in their address, that these settlers are, 
equally with the other Inhabitants, an industrious contented, and peace- 
able population. 

M Robinson himself can best inform Your Lordship, by what 
methods that good understanding, industry, and rapid advancement, so 
very conspicuous in both his settlements have been promoted, I found 
the Emigrants forward and unanimous in expressing a most grateful 
sense of the unwearied attention personally given by him to their wants 
and interests. Most probably the prevalence of this sense contributed in 
a very material degree, to the complete success which the experiment 
has had; and when I consider the great numbers and peculiar spirit of 
the people, who have been so happily provided for, and how many local 
difficulties have been overcome in carrying the measure into effect, I 
cannot but feel, that the selection of the Superintendant has been most 
fortunate; and that the manner in which Mt Robinson has performed 
the Service committed to him by Your Lordship, is justly entitled to the 
highest commendation. 

I make these remarks, not so much from a sense of Justice to Mt 
Robinson, who is sufficiently known to Your Lordship, as to impress 
upon Your Lordship the consideration, that the result, as it respects the 
condition, and conduct of the Emigrants, and their feelings towards the 
Government, might have been very different, under other circumstances; 
and that it cannot be safely anticipated, that future experiments, which 
may be differently conducted, may not be attended with very different 
consequences. 


Thave the Honor to be, 
My Lord 
Your Lordship’s 
Most Obedient 
Humble Servant, 
P. Maitland, 


3See Andrew Haydon, Pioneer Sketches in the District of Bathurst (Toronto, 
1925), pp. 143-61. 
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Sir— 

Thave the honor to report for the information of Lord Goderich, that 
having been appointed to select and take charge of a limited number of 
Emigrants from the South of Ireland, and settle them in the Province of 
Upper Canada, I left London on the 8 April 1825, and reached 
Mitchelstown in the County of Cork, on the 12, From this date to the 
23" day of May, I was employed in selecting persons agreeably to my 
instructions, superintending their embarkation, and discharging the 
different Ships employed in their transportation. 

To choose about two thousand individuals out of fifty thousand who 
were anxious to emigrate, was found a very difficult and in many cases, 
an ungrateful task;—and altho I was assisted in the most zealous and 
friendly manner by the Noblemen, Magistrates and respectable Gentle~ 
men of the Baronies from which they were taken, the utmost vigilance 
became necessary to prevent imposition. 

In making my selection, I gave each man (head of a family) after 
being approved, a Certificate, and retained a duplicate, a method which 
I found on trial, to be a much better plan, than merely keeping a register 
of their names in a book. In a few instances, persons holding these 
Certificates sold them to others, who were perhaps, still more desirous 
of emigrating, and whose families nearly corresponded in age, and 
number to their own; but I believe, in no instance, did the deception 
succeed. 

‘The Surgeon of each Transport had orders to report as soon as he 
had received his complement of Settlers on board, on which I proceeded 
to the Ship and mustered them all on the Main-deck—the Hatches were 
then closed except one, when in the presence of the Surgeon and Master, 
I took the Original Certificates which had been given over by the head 
of each family to the Surgeon, at the time of his embarkation, and 
from these after comparing them with the duplicates in my own pos- 
session, I called over the names of each individual belonging to the 
different families, and made them pass before me, and when T was 
satisfied they were of the age and description given in by the Father, 
and that no imposition had been practised, they were sent between 
decks. 

In chosing [sic] the Emigrants the instructions that they should be 
small Farmers, able to make good Settlers, and without the means of 
supporting themselves in Ireland, were scrupulously adhered to. 
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In one particular I was induced to deviate, in a few instances, which 
was in admitting a very small number above the age of forty five. They 
are however, farmers of superior intelligence and character to the other 
Emigrants, and appear from their experience in agriculture, and their 
greater practical knowledge, capable of giving a good example to the 
other Settlers, and of contributing essentially to the making of this 
second experiment still more creditable than the first. 

My anxiety to produce this desirable result, and the intelligence 
manifested by the persons in question, and the good characters which 
they produced, will, I hope, be deemed a sufficient excuse for this 
deviation in a very few instances. 

Nor is it irrelevant to remark that aged Men and Women, when care- 
fully selected, are of great service by their influence and advice, in 
keeping up order, temperance and kindliness among the Settlers, and 
in repressing discontent, insobriety and contention. 

It was of great importance to me, that in selecting the persons deemed 
most proper to emigrate, I was assisted by the neighbouring Noblemen, 
Magistrates, and Gentry, because notwithstanding every precaution, 
murmurs were heard, and accusations were made, 

These were the more difficult to remove or answer, because they 
seldom descended to particular cases, but were so conducted as to 
produce a general impression, if not contradicted, that the Emigrants 
selected, wore the exterior appearance, at least of having been ex- 
empted from that Distress which their removal from the Country was 
intended to remedy; and consequently that they were not of the de- 
scription of persons whom it was the intention of Parliament to relieve. 

Tt was fortunate that these things came to my ears before I left Ire~ 
land, as it afforded me an opportunity of submitting my instructions to 
several Gentlemen of the first respectability and honor, who could not 
be supposed in any way interested, and who had an opportunity by 
personal inspection, and inquiry to ascertain how far these instructions 
had governed my conduct. 

T therefore applied to the Mayor of Cork and Sir Anthony Perrier, 
to accompany me on board of the Ships, Fortitude, Resolution, Albion, 
and Brunswick, then at Cove, and ready for Sea, that by the most minute 
investigation, they might ascertain how far the Settlers on board of these 
Ships corresponded with the description of persons whom I was in- 
structed to Select. Their Certificate I beg leave to annex: Nor was this 
all, so deeply did I feel my responsibility that I invited Mt Horace 
Townsend and M* Callaghan, to examine the Emigrants after they 
were all on board, and to assist me in re detecting any imposition which 
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might have been practiced upon me, in order that even at that late 
period, the object of such imposition might be discovered and 
punished. 

I was the more anxious to procure the assistance of these two Gentle- 
men, because I had been given to understand that they entertained a 
very unfavourable opinion of the mode of selection, and in particular 
imagined, that the recommendation of the Noblemen, Magistrates, and 
Gentry, to whom I had been particularly referred, had been confined 
to their own Tenantry. 

The result was the most satisfactory; every suspicion was removed, 
and the approbation of the Gentlemen above noticed, given with the 
utmost sincerity and good will, to the faithfulness of my selection. 

I beg to add the testimony of the Magistrates attending the Petty 
Sessions at Cecilstown, County of Cork. 

“We hereby, Certify, that on Mr Robinson’s arrival in this Country, 
in the year 1823, the people of our neighbourhood were disinclined 
to accompany him to Canada, appearing to doubt the advantages held 
out by the Government, to persons willing to emigrate to that Country 
being realized, on their arrival; and it was with great difficulty, the 
Gentlemen in whom they had confidence, could induce them to believe, 
that no deception was intended. 

“That since that time their minds have undergone a total change, in 
consequence, as we conceive, of the favourable accounts that have been 
received from the Settlers of 1823. And that on M' Robinson's recent 
arrival in this country, the applications were so very numerous that it 
became a matter of great difficulty to make a selection from amongst 
them, claims and qualifications being so nearly balanced. 

“That no persons however, were approved of, but such as were 
recommended by the written or personal applications of the respectable 
Gentlemen from whose Neighbourhood they came, and were of the 
description we understood from M' Robinson it was the intention of 
Government to prefer, such as the Inhabitants of the disturbed Districts, 
and farmers and others in reduced circumstances, unable to obtain an 
honest livelihood at home, or to pay their passage to Canada.” 

Before quitting this part of my subject, I feel also great pleasure in 
adding the testimony of thirty of the most respectable Gentlemen in 
the County of Cork, to the success of the former emigration, and the 
effect which it had produced on the population generally. 

‘They also recommended one hundred families from their populous 
district, all of whom were totally without the means of subsistance but 
of those I could only take a very few. 

“We the undersigned Magistrates Clergy, and principal Inhabitants 
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of the Parishes of Passage, Monkstown, Shanabally, Barnaheely and 
Carrigline, beg leave to call your humane attention to the alarming 
state of our numerous labouring Classes in these extremely poor and 
populous parishes. 

“We have tried various expedients by voluntary contributions, and 
through the aid of Collections at Charity Sermons, to mitigate the dis- 
tress which so awfully exists in this part of the County of Cork, and in 
the Vicinity of the City on the verge of the Harbour. Various causes 
have arisen to create this peculiar distress, especially the number of 
idle hands who congregated from all parts, and who were thrown out 
of Employment by the stoppage of the great works on the fortifications 
of Spike-Island, and the completion of the Naval and Ordnance Works 
at Haulbowlin and Rocky Islands. 

“Superadded to this, there are nearly two thousand Acres of Land 
unleased and untilled in a great measure, and consequently unpro- 
ductive, close to the Town of Passage, and the Village of Monkstown. 
Poverty induced Fever—fever numerous deaths of heads of families, 
which have thrown numbers of Widows and Orphans on the bounty of 
the benevolent, who feel in this neighbourhood all the evils of absentee- 
ship. You have Sir, reduced what was deemed theory in 1823, to 
practice, through your Skill, ability, and zeal, and your knowledge of 
Canada. 

“You have removed the prejudices which ignorance produced 
against Emigration to that Colony, by the successful experiment already 
tried. 

“We are of opinion, that about one hundred heads of families in this 
Barony, would gladly avail themselves of the bounty of Parliament to 
proceed under your directions to the proposed locations. We therefore 
hope that you will be pleased to take measures to relieve this District, 
from a portion of our unfortunate Population, who have no honest 
means of subsistence in the absence of productive Employment.” 

The whole number of Emigrants embarked amounted to 2024, in 
nine Transports as follows: 





Fortitude. ‘Thomas Lewis, Master, 
Mr Francis Connin, R.N. Surgeon. 
61 Men Males, above 14 i 89 
48 Women do. under” : . 56 
s Females, above 14 ny 2 18 
$ do. under ” 62 






Total hamaeeeele . oo 282 
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Anthony Ward, Master. 
M' G. H. Reade, Surgeon. 
Males, above 14 

do. under ” 
Females, above 14 

Do. under ” 





Total 


John Mills, Master, 
M® Jn? Thomson, R.N. Surgeon. 
Males, above 14 . 
Do, under ” 
Females, above 14 

do under ” 





Total 


Robert Blake, Master. 
M Jn? Tarn, RN. Surgeon. 
Males, above 14 
do. under ” 
Females, above 14 
do. under ” 


Total 


Joseph Becket, Master. 
M® Ninian McMorris, R.N. Surgeon. 
Males, under 14 

do. under ” 
Females, above 14 

do, under ” 


Total 





W" Arrowsmith, Master. 
MF James W. Ternan, R.N. Surgeon. 
Males, above 14 

do. under ” 
Females, above 14 

do. under ” 


Total 


61 
61 
58 
47 


227 


108 
16 
92 
67 


343 


67 
48 
55 
44 


214 


47 
40 
42 
18 


147 
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Regulus. George Dixon, Master. 
M Mathew Burnside, R.N. Surgeon. 
29 Men Males, above 14 ane 52 
25 Women do. under ” oo Hee Ne) 
< Females, above 14 ans 36 
S do. under ” 30 
zB: ies 
as Total ipl toner 157 
Elizabeth. Donald Morrison, Master. 
M*® Pierce Power, R.N. Surgeon. 
45 Men Males, above 14 84 
31 Women do. under 40 
e Females, above 14 imunccinannanns: 56 
ze doy under? sisauissnnretues 30 
as Total : 210 
John Barry. Peter Roche, Master. 
‘Mr W. Burnie, R.N. Surgeon. 
48 Men Males, under 14 se cy - 88 
38 Women do. under ” 60 
o Females, above 14 a . 58 
eri do under ” 47 
Ce ae 
Ba Total heise 253 


Having seen all the Emigrants embarked, and under weigh, I found 
it requisite to return to London to make the necessary pecuniary ar- 
rangements. Accordingly I left Cork on the 24", and arrived in London 
on the 27 May, and having made such arrangements as were deemed 
sufficient, I got to Liverpool on the 8%, and sailed in the Panthea for 
New York, on the 9% of June. 

“The passage was unusually long, and I did not reach Niagara till the 
28" uly. Here, I learned that the Transports conveying the Emigrants 
had all arrived, having had very short passages, not any of them except 
the John Barry, having had more than 31 days. The greater number of 
the Settlers had been actually forwarded to Kingston, where they were 
encamped in Tents by order of His Excellency Sir Peregrine Maitland, 
and were anxiously waiting my arrival. 

T likewise understood, that some of them were suffering from fever 
and Ague, occasioned by the excessive heat of the Season—the 
‘Thermometer having stood at 100 in the Shade, within the last ten 
days. 

"Having delivered Lord Bathursts dispatches to His Excellency Sir 
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Peregrine Maitland, and received the warmest assurances of support, 
in forwarding the Settlement of the Emigrants, as had indeed been 
strongly manifested in the measure which has been already adopted by 
His Excellency, in setting apart for their reception, the Townships in 
the rear of the Rice Lake, which consist of as fine land as there is in 
the Province. 

Leaving Niagara on the 30 of July, I proceeded to York, and pro- 
cured without delay, from the Surveyor General all the information in 
his possession, relative to the land which I was about to Settle. 

On the third of August I arrived at Cobourg in a Waggon, a distance 
of 70 miles from York, and altho’ I felt impatient to proceed to Kings- 
ton to see the Settlers, yet, on consideration, I thought I should forward 
my object more, by viewing the lands on which they were to be located, 
ascertaining the means of Communication, and the proper place for 
the depot of Stores and provisions. Instead therefore of going forward 
to Kingston, I went back into the interior, to ascertain these respective 
objects. 

Having employed M' McDonell, an intelligent and respectable young 
Man, well acquainted with the Country, as my Guide—I explored the 
different rivers and avenues of access, to the lands alllotted for the Emi 
grants, and was highly gratified in discovering greater facilities of 
communication than I had anticipated, and that the tract was in every 
respect, highly eligible. I found that we could get our Provisions and 
Stores forwarded half the distance by Water, and that there was a 
central situation at the head of the Otanabee River highly convenient 
for a Depot. 

Having spent six days in exploring the Woods, and satisfied myself 
as to the quality and situation of the land, I joined the Emigrants at 
Kingston. Here I found them as comfortable as could be reasonably 
expected—some of them suffering from fever and Ague,* owing to the 
intense heat of the Weather, tho’ not in a greater proportion than the 
Inhabitants of the Province generally. 

Every thing possible had been done for their benefit by His Excellency 
Sir Peregrine Maitland. He had appointed Colonel Burke, Deputy 
Superintendent, who was in charge at Kingston, on my arrival, and Dt 
Reade the Surgeon had been left at Prescott, to forward the Settlers 
who still remained behind. 

On the 11® August I embarked five hundred on board of a Steam- 
boat and landed them the next day at Cobourg on Lake Ontario, a 
distance of 100 miles—the remainder of the Settlers were brought up 
in the same manner, the boat making a trip each Week. 

Our route from Cobourg to Smith, at the head of the Otanabee 





1There were three hundred ill with these diseases, and thirty-three of the 
immigrants died. 
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River, lay through a Country, as yet, very thinly inhabited. The Road 
leading from Lake Ontario, to the Rice Lake, (12 Miles) hardly pass- 
able—and the Otanabee river, in many places, very rapid, and the 
Water much lower than it had been for many Years. 

The first thing I did was to repair the road, so that loaded Waggons 
might pass; and in this Work I received every assistance from the 
Magistrates of the district, who gave me fifty pounds from the district 
funds and this Sum, together with the labour of our people, enabled me 
to improve the road in ten days so much, that our provisions and bag- 
gage could be sent across with ease and three large boats were trans- 
ported on Wheels, from Lake Ontario, to the Rice Lake. 

The Otanabee River is navigable for twenty four miles, altho’ in 
many places it is very rapid, and at this Season there was not water 
sufficient to float a boat of the ordinary size over some of the Shoals. 
To remedy this difficulty, I had a boat constructed of such dimensions 
as I thought might best answer, to ascend the Rapids, and had her com- 
pleted in eight days, so much depended upon the success of this 
experiment, that I felt great anxiety until the trial was made, and I 
cannot express the happiness I felt at finding that nothing could more 
fully have answered our purpose, and that this Boat sixty feet in length, 
carrying an immense burden, could be more easily worked up the 
Stream, than one of half the size, carrying comparatively nothing. 

Now that I had opened the way to the Depot at the head of the river, 
there was no other difficulty to surmount than that which arose from the 
prevailing Sickness, the ague and fever, which at this time was as 
common among the old Settlers as ourselves. 

The first party I ascended the River with, consisted of twenty men of 
the Country hired as axe men, and thirty of the healthiest of the 
Settlers: not one of these men escaped the ague and fever, and two 
died. This circumstance affords abundant proof that the Settlers were 
much better off, encamped in the open Country during the greatest heat 
of the Weather, where they were not only less liable to contract disease, 
but were also exempt from being tormented by the flies, which swarm 
in the Woods during the Summer months. 

The location of the Immigrants by far the most troublesome and 
labourious part of the service, was completed before the Winter com- 
menced, and J had a small log House built for each head of a family on 
their respective lots where they reside; and it gives me much pleasure to 
be enabled to assure you that they have been obedient and well con- 
ducted, and that they have cleared and cultivated as great a proportion 
of their land as could be expected, as will appear by the annexed return. 

Their letters to their friends in Ireland, will sufficiently prove how 
far they are satisfied with their present condition,’ and it will be easy 

1See No. 11 for their address to Sir Peregrine Maitland in 1826. 
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for me to furnish you with such abundant evidence of their actual resi- 
dence and industry as will fully satisfy you of their happy and 
Prosperous condition. 

With regard to myself, I shall only remark, that from the commence- 
ment of my appointment, I have felt the utmost anxiety for the success 
of the measure, and have not only devoted my whole time and thoughts 
to its progress and happy accomplishment, but (besides exploring the 
Country) I have resided constantly with the Emigrants in the Woods, 
from the 15 August 1825, to March 1827, and a greater part of that 
time under Canvass. 

I embrace with pleasure, this opportunity of acknowledging my 
obligations to Colonel Burke the deputy Superintendent, and Mt Reade 
the Surgeon, for their able and zealous assistance, for altho’ they suffered 
as well as myself, from the unusual heat and sickness of the Season, 
they were, nevertheless, most assiduous in the discharge of their duty. 

After all, the general summary annexed of the actual state of the 
Settlers, their improvements, Cattle, and produce, will furnish his 
Lordship with more favourable and pleasing evidence than any thing I 
can say of the inestimable benefit conferred upon them, by their re- 
moval to Canada, and of the unquestionable success of this second 
experiment. 

Thave the honor to be 





Your most obedient 
Humble Servant. 


Return of the Irish Emigrants of 1825, 
up to the 24% November 1826." 














Distribution Men Women Children Total 
Settled in the Newcastle district, 655, 530 oA —«1,850 

do. in the Bathurst, do. 20 19 8 67 
Remained with friends in| 

Lower Canada. u 5 u 30 
do, with do, at Kingston....... 2 e ot 2 
Absent at Cobourg......0000.. 1 1 3 5 
Died at Sea, and in Canada 51 18 7 145 

73 373 722,108 

Embarked at the Cove of Cork, total 2,024. 

Born at Sea 15, in Canada, 54 69 

Joined in Canada.....-...0-.000----__ 18: 

2,108, 





*Based upon the 2024 emigrants who embarked at Cork, the cost of this notable 
experiment in mass migration under state control and at state expense was £21 5s. 
per head. 
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10. AppRESS TO SIR PEREGRINE MAITLAND ON HIS ViSIT TO 
PETERBOROUGH, 1826 


[Presented on behalf of the immigrants by Patrick Barragan, a school- 
teacher, this interesting and characteristically Irish address is printed in 
the Appendix to the Report of the Select Committee of the British 
Parliament . . ., 1826, p. 299] 


To His Excellency Sir Peregrine Maitland, &., &., 

We, the Irish Emigrants recently brought out by Colonel Robinson to 
this country, feel grateful to our gracious good King, and to His 
Majesty’s worthy, good, and humane government for all they have, and 
we hope yet intend, to do for us. 

We also are well pleased, and entertain the best wishes for, our 
Worthy Chief Mr. Robinson for all he has done for us'; and we are 
fully sensible that his fine and humane feelings will not permit him to 
leave anything undone that may forward our welfare. 

Please Your Excellency, we are totally at a loss for words adequate 
to express the thanks and gratitude we owe Doctor Reade for his active, 
skillful, and unremitting care, &c., of us. We are likewise thankful to, 
and well pleased with, the officers placed over us. 

Please Your Excellency, we agree very well, and are pleased with the 
proceedings of the old settlers amongst us, as it is in the interest of us 
all to do the same. And should an enemy have the presumption ever to 
invade this portion of His Majesty's dominions, Your Excellency will 
find that we, when called upon to face and expel the common foe, will 
to a man follow our brave commanders; not an Irish soul shall stay 
behind; and if we have no better weapons in our hands, mow them down 
with our Irish shillelahs. 

Please Your Excellency, we labor under a heavy grievance, which we 
confidently hope Your Excellency will redress, and then we will be 
completely happy, viz:—the want of clergymen to administer to us the 
comforts of our Holy Religion, and good school-masters to instruct our 
children. 

We now beg leave to retire, wishing Your Excellency long life, good 
health, and every success. 


GOD SAVE THE KING 


Uf corroboration were needed it is afforded by John Richards, sent out by the 
British Government to investigate the success of the emigrations of 1823 and 
1825. “I was two or three days at Peterborough,” he wrote, “during which time 
pethaps thirty or forty settlers, and some with their families, came in to see Mr. 
Robinson, and the manner in which they met him was quite affecting; it was 
more to bless him as a benefactor than to receive him as a visitor.” (Sir R. W. 
Horton, ireland and Canada (London, 1839), p. 36.) 
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11, PROGRESS OF THE ROBINSON SETTLERS BY 1847 
[Papers Relative to Emigration to Canada, pp. 10-11] 


(No. 137.) 


Cory of a DESPATCH from Earl Grey to Governor-general the Right Honourable 
the Earl of Elgin. 


Downing-street, 18 November 1847. 
My Lord, 

REFERRING to your Lordship’s despatch, No. 82, of the 26th of August last, 
enclosing a return of the assessed value of certain townships in the Newcastle Dis- 
trict, in Western Canada, settled by pauper emigrants from Ireland between the 
years 1825 and 1828, for the purpose of being laid before Parliament, I have to 
inform your Lordship that I gather, from two Reports of a Select Committee of 
the House of Commons on Emigration, dated on the 26th May 1826, and 29th 
June 1827, that 2,024 Irish pauper emigrants, embarked from Cork in the year 1825 
ior Upper’ Canada, under the superintendence of Mr. Peter Robinson; that of this 
number 621 men, 512 women, and 745 children were located on the Newcastle 
District, and that the total expense of the conveyance of these emigrants from 
Ireland to Canada, and of their settlement at Newcastle, including their sustenance 
up to the period at which their first crops enabled them to provide for themselves, 
‘was 43,145 |., no portion of which appears to have been repaid by the settlers. 

Thave now to request that your Lord ascertain and report to me, whether 
the townships, of which the assessed value is contained in your despatch, No. 82, 
are the townships on which these Irish pauper emigrants were settled, and if not, 
that you will furnish me with any information which it may be in your power to 
obtain respecting the formation of these settlements. 









Thave, &. 
(signed) Grey 


(No. 30.) 


Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor-general the Right Honourable the Earl 
of Elgin to Earl Grey 


Government House, Montreal, 15 March 1848. 
(Received'10 April 1848.) 
My Lord, 

Win reference to your Lordship’s Despatch, No. 137, of the 18th November, 
calling for further information respecting the settlements formed in the year 1826 
by emigrants from Ireland, under the superintendence of Mr. Robinson, Ihave the 
honour to communicate such additional particulars as it has been in my power 
to collect from the scanty records remaining in the public offices here, relating to 
those settlements, and from inquiries which T have instituted on the spot. 

Enclosed is a return of the number of acres granted to Mr. Robinson's emigrant’s 
in each township, and returns in detail showing the present condition of every lot 
0 granted, that is to say, the number of acres in each lot (generally 100,) the number 
of acres now cleared and under cultivation, the number of souls, houses, cattle, 
&c., on each lot. From these details it will be sufficiently apparent, that none of 
these townships were settled exclusively by the emigrants of 1826. Since that period 
the remaining lands have continued to be taken up by voluntary settlement, and 
the present condition of these townships may be gathered from the following Table, 
compiled from the best information that can be obtained. 
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Present Number Present 
Number of Acres Present Assessed 
of Acres | settled by | Number Value of 

settled in the |Mr. Robinson's} of Rateable 
a Township. | Emigrants. | Inhabitants. | Property. 
Total 
£. 

Douro - -| 25,740 6,000 1,194 14,751 

Smith - =| — 33,410 3,000 1,989 26,828 

Otonabee- = | 48,138 5,200 2,689 36,307 

Ennismore- -| 8000 6,600 463, 4,169 

Asphodel-  -| 22,018 3,600 870 14,022 

Emily - -| 35,899 13,800 2341 20,667 

Ops- = =| 33,831 610 1,855 20,972 





It must be observed, that in the year 1826, when Mr. Robinson brought out 
the Irish emigrants, the above townships were all wilderness lands, in the rear of 
the Newcastle District, and far removed from the settled tracts. They now form 
part of the District of Colbourne which has the flourishing town of Peterborough 
for its chief town, a town first laid out in the same year of 1826. 
Thave, &. 
(signed) Elgin & Kincardine 








Enclosure 1, in No. 4. 


No. 1.—ReturN of the Number of Acres in each of the under-mentioned Town- 
sutps of Upper Canada, located by Emigrants from the South of Ireland, under the 
superintendence of the late Honourable Peler Robinson, in the year 1826; also 
exhibiting the Number of Acres in the said Townships respectively, for which 
Patents have since issued. 





Townships 





Douro- 
‘Smith - 
‘Otonabee 





‘Total Located 
Total Patented - — - 





Of the unpatented lands, the parties concerned are from time to time proving 
their claims, and applying for patents; the decease of the locates in some instances 
rendering it necessary to prove before the Heir and Devise Commission their 
dlaims. 

‘A very small proportion of the lots have been resumed in consequence of the 
Tocatees abandoning their lands. 





V. TRANSPORTATION: THE TRENT CANAL 


TT: SECTION and that upon the Peter Robinson emigration of 
1825, containing as they do so many documents previously 
unpublished, form the core of this volume. Wide research has un- 
earthed a great deal of value on the Trent lakes and rivers, apart 
altogether from the more obvious printed reports of surveys, not- 
ably those of N. H. Baird. After Champlain was taken by the 
Hurons over the route in 1615, not much use was made of it for 
two centuries. But in 1785, and from time to time thereafter, maps, 
reports, and surveys were made so that the Government could 
decide whether the Toronto Portage was a better means to reach 
Lake Simcoe than was the Trent system, or whether there were not 
alternative routes to the north or east of the Trent lakes which 
might be preferable to either of the others as a connecting link with 
the Ottawa River or Lake Ontario. The decision in favour of the 
Toronto Carrying-Place shelved all thought of the Trent until the 
arrival of the first settlers along “the front” in the seventeen-nineties 
and in the Trent Valley a quarter century later. The exploitation of 
the timber resources then attracted men of enterprise and capital, 
and it was only a matter of time before the Trent Canal was under 
way, though the slow, intermittent development which character- 
ased it throughout resulted in its being outmoded and of little value 
long before completion. The Frobisher letter (No. 1), and its 
accompanying map, indicate that but little of an exact nature was 
known of the Trent waterway in 1785. The Collins Map of 1790 
(No. 2) is of special value for its careful delineation of the four 
main carrying-places connected with the route. No. 3, Lieutenant 
Catty’s survey of a possible alternative route to the north, dis- 
couraged further efforts in that direction. John William Bannister’s 
rather visionary and impracticable plans for canal construction 
(No. 4) are of interest, especially because of his early prominence 
as a settler on the shores of Rice Lake. N. H. Baird’s surveys of 
the cighteen-thirties, Nos. 7 and 8, are, of course, of pre-eminent 
importance, but the piecemeal construction was unworthy both of 
his survey and of the need as it existed in the eyes of his contempor- 
aries—as exemplified in No. 10. Nos. 11 and 12 indicate the mass 
of correspondence, largely in the Public Archives of Canada, that 
remains to testify to the ramifications of the Trent development; 
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and No. 13 is an historical statement of what had been accom- 
plished when the Federal Government took over the canal at the 
time of Confederation. 


1, BENJAMIN FRopisHER DESCRIBES THE TRENT ROUTE, 1785 
[Public Archives of Canada, C.O. 42, Volume 47) 


Montreal 2" May 1785. 
Sir 

. . . Since I had the Honor to receive Your letter of the 10 March, 
Thave made every enquiry in my power, not only in Town but in differ- 
ent parts of the Country, respecting the practibility of a Communication 
from Lake Ontario to Lake Huron, and am sorry to say, all my en- 
deavours to acquire some knowledge of it are far from being satis- 
factory. 

I have seen several persons who have gone from hence to Lake 
Huron by the carrying place of Toronto, but have only met with one 
who set out from the Bay of Kentie, and that so far back as the year 
1761, and the knowledge he seems to have of the Country he travelled 
thro’ I consider as very imperfect, I have however laid it down, in the 
inclosed Sketch, more to shew that there is such a Road, than any 
opinion I have of its being Correct—I am told the Lands from the Bay 
of Kentie, to Lake la Clie abound with good Wood, and are generally 
fit for Cultivation, there are several Villages of the Mississagues on 
different parts of that Road, who raise Indian Corn, and other grain, 
and whose friendship it will be necessary to Cultivate, if upon survey it 
should be found practicable but if I may rely on information, there is 
very little probability of establishing in that quarter a Communication 
for Boats or Large Canoes, on account of the Water being generally 
very shallow between the different Lakes, except in the Spring, and even 
then, it is described to me, as being insufficient for large Canoes, not to 
mention the Carrying Places, which are Six or Seven in Number to reach 
Lake la Clie, and I am told two of them are near three leagues in length; 
I am however informed that to the distance of the Rice or the Folle 
avoine! Lake from the Bay of Kentie, there is plenty of Water for Boats 
of any Burthen—From all these circumstances as related to me, T judge 
a Communication that way without paying any regard to the Carrying 
Places, to be from the want of Water totally impracticable, however as 
I believe there is no Man in the Country capable of giving any certain 


ALiterally translated “wild oats.” As wild rice much resembles oats during 
growth, “the Lake of Wild Oats” is almost as appropriate as “the Rice Lake.” 
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information about it, I think a Project that holds out so many advan- 
tages to the Province at large ought not to be relinquished, until it is 
found upon Survey, to be as represented really impracticable and should 
that be the Case, the next object that offers to Introduce a Communi- 
cation between the two Lakes is the Carrying place of Toronto which 
from the Ontario side to Lake Huron is a direct line, is no more than 
100 Miles, and by Water it does not exceed 160—That is Toronto 45 
Miles, Lake La Clie 37, thence to Lake Huron over Land 18, or by the 
River as laid down in the inclosed sketch about 70. 
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Iam told Lake LaClie will admit of the Navigation of small vessels, 
and there is no want of Water in the Rivers already mentioned, that 
runs from it, into Lake Huron, but it seems there are in it several Falls 
of Water, which with other obstructions occasions Six or Seven carrying 
places, all of them short ones—large Canoes have gone up and down it 
at different times, but am told it is not practicable for Boats untill some 
of the carrying places are levelled so as to get them over upon rollers— 
To avoid this river there is no other way of getting to Lake Huron from 
Lake LaClie, but by a road overland as before described of about 18 
Miles some parts of which are low Marshy Grounds of a considerable 
extent so that embrasing every object for the purpose of Establishing 
a sure and short Communication between the two Lakes, I am of 
opinion from the present knowledge we have of the Country, it can only 
be Accomplished by the Carrying place of Toronto to Lake LaClie, 
and thence down the River to Lake Huron, and tho’ the length of land 
Carriage will be very great, yet as it is in a fine Country, and the Lands 
as I am told exceeding good, it would require very little encouragement 
from Government to have it Settled; and provided the Lands on the 
Carrying place are granted in small lots and not in large Tracts to opu- 
ent Proprietors, we may expect in a high state of Cultivation, in which 
case, Carriages will not be wanting under proper regulations, to Insure 
at a moderate rate a speedy Transport. 

These Sir are my Sentiments, until we are better informed of the 
nature of the Communication from the Bay of Kentie to Lake LaClie, 
and let what will be the Event of that Survey, I conceive there is a neces- 
sity for Establishing the Carrying place of Toronto as speedily as pos- 
sible, as in the course of a very few Years the Settlers, from their 
vicinity, and facility of Transport to Lake Huron, would be in a situa- 
tion to supply the Provisions that are wanted by the Traders for the 
Northern Countries, which under the most precarious circumstances, 
such as the failure of Crops & they have hitherto been obliged to pro- 
cure from Detroit, and should the United States be put in possession of 
the Posts, their Situation will be stil more precarious, the Americans 
will have it in their power to injure or Ruin, every Man from this part 
of the Province who depends on receiving Provisions from that Settle 
ment, from which and other reasons needless to enumerate, I submit 
to Your Honor the propriety of encouraging Farmers to take up lands 
on the North Side of Lake Huron, at such places as will admit of Cul- 
tivation, particularly in the Two Tessalone, all of which Collectively 
will facilitate the procuring of Provisions, and give the Traders from 
hence a manifest Superiority over their American Neighbours. On the 
other hand we must also consider the advantages that would arrise from 
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so ready a Communication with Lake Huron, which while it extends, 
and adds strength and Security to our Frontier, (If I may be allowed 
the expression) with the other Settlements afford effectual Protection to 
the Natives between the Two Lakes, who are Mississagues and some 
Tribes of Chippawas, from whom I conceive there will be no difficulty 
in making the purchase, more especially as I believe their best hunting 
Lands are at some distance from the Tract that would be chosen for 
the purpose of establishing an entercourse of Transport between the 
two Lakes. 

The present road by the Ottawa River, & the communication now in 
prospect will not Admit of a comparison with each other. The first is 
most eminently dangerous for the Transport of Goods, from the Num- 
ber of Cataracts, and the length and rapidity of the River, not to men- 
tion the carrying Places, which from hence to Lake Huron, are upwards 
of Forty in Number, over which the Canadians carry the Goods, & 
Canoes occasionally, and it is to their dexterity alone and the knowledge 
they have of the management of Canoes in this particular Branch of the 
Inland business, that so few accidents happen, whereas Boats of about 
the same burthen, are navigated by half the number of Men, and for 
their Service they are always to be had on more easy Terms than for 
the other, as it requires a greater degree of Experience, and which noth- 
ing can give them but that of being constantly employed in that busi- 
ness—I shall not pretend to estimate the difference of Expence in the 
Transport, as I do not see it can be done with any degree of exactness 
until the other Communication is Established, however in the mean time 
to give Your Honor some idea of what it may be, I must Acquaint You, 
that by the Ottawa River, it is generally estimated at about twenty Per 
Cent on the Canoes assorted for the Trade, but in Cases of sending 
Provisions or other Articles of little value here, the Freight to Michili- 
makimac on every Package of One hundred pounds in weight is about 
Fifty, and from that to Sixty Livres, and to the Grand Portage from 
Eighty to Ninety — 

If these hints and the Sketch I inclose you can be of any Service, I 
shall think my Self very happy in having laid them before You. 

Thave the Honor to be 
Most respectfully 
Sir 
Your obedient and 
most humble Servant 
(Sign’d) Benj Frobisher 
The Honble Henry Hamilton Esq” 
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2. THE CoLLiNs Map or 1790 


[Manuscript Notes RE the Portages along the Trent, in “A Plan of 
the District of Nassau in the Province of Quebec, Compiled in the Sur- 
veyor-General’s Office Pursuant to an Order in Council of the 22nd day 
of February, 1790, and dated Quebec this Ist day of October 1790.” 
It is signed by Samuel Holland, Surveyor-General, and John Collins, 
Deputy Surveyor-General. The copy in the Surveys office of the Depart- 
ment of Lands and Forests, Ontario Parliament Buildings, appears to 
be the original, as the other two known copies are without the Notes. 
The two notes on the Toronto Carrying Place are omitted here] 


(1) Northerly Part of the Trent (Healey’s Falls): 
“This fall is twelve feet high the Hill you ascend at landing is on a level 
with the top of the Fall, the Carrying Place across is twenty five Chains 
in length, the road is good and you embark on a level with the Water — 

(2) A Short Distance South (Middle Falls): 
‘This Fall six feet high, the Hill at landing is twelve Feet, the Carry- 
ing place across the Point, is twenty Chains, and the road is level and 
good to where you embark.—’ 

(3) A Short Distance further South (Ranney's Falls): 
‘A Beautiful Fall of fifteen feet high, the bank at Landing is three feet, 
the Carrying place on the opposite side is agreeable to the dotted line 
being forty Chains in length, and a good level road to where you em- 
bark, you then descend a Hill of twenty feet, — 

(4) At the Point later called Percy Landing (Percy Boom): 
‘A: A Salt Spring discharges into this River, Three Gallons of the Water 
makes one Gallon of Salt, the Natives make great Quantities of it—’ 

(5) The Portage? from Percy Landing to the Upper Trent near the 

East End of Rice Lake: 

“A B Carrying Place of eight Miles and Seventy six Chains through and 
[sic] Excellent Country for making a road, Should this Communication 
be Established by opening this Road, you shorten the distance thirteen 
Miles and avoid three Falls, as laid down on the Plan on the opposite 
side’ [i.e., numbers 1, 2, and 3 above.] 

1They are given, though with several errors in transcription, in Percy J. Robin- 
son's scholarly Toronto during the French Régime (Toronto, 1933), pp. 198 
and 204, 

2No efforts have been made to trace accurately the route of this Indian carrying- 
place, which was no doubt followed by Champlain in 1615. But Mrs. Helen 
Marryat is actively investigating clues in the region, such as Indian campsites, 
burial grounds, and other evidences of a well-travelled route in times past; such 


research, however, is complicated by extensive changes in the height and course 
of the Trent due to timber shutes, mill-dams, and locks. 
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(6) The Ganaraska! Carrying Place (Port Hope to Rice Lake near 
Bewdley): 

‘N O. Carrying Place from Lake Ontario to the Rice Lake is is [sic] 
eleven Miles and ten Chains, through an excellent Country for making 
a road, the first four Miles the land is very good, the remaining part is 
high Sandy land.—This road might be made Compleat for fifty Pounds 
Currency. If this Communication should be made use of it will be Neces- 
sary to have a Post at N, and another at O, in order to forward the 
Transport—’ 


(7) The Chemong Portage from the site of Peterborough (Little 

Lake) to Lake Wabuscommoug (Chemong) :* 
‘C D Carrying Place of Six Miles four Chains and one Perch, through 
a very good Country for making a road by opening this Communication 
you shorten the distance twenty Miles, you avoid three Carrying Places, 
and a great number of Rapids of very Strong Water, many so very shoal 
that in the fall of the Year you have great dificulties to pass with light 
Canoes — 


AAnother Indian name for Port Hope—Cochingomink—signifies “the com- 
mencement of the carrying-place.” The Collins Map of 1790 shows the carrying- 
place west of the River Ganaraska (later called Smith’s Creek), while a Port 
Hope historian says that it began on the east side and continued through blazed 
trees, “a direct and most convenient route from Smith’s Creck to Sackville’s 
Creek, at which point the Indians were accustomed to launch their canoes. Its 
course lay to the eastward of the present gravel road, sometimes running as far 
as a mile away. As the woods have been gradually cleared away all traces of this 
old road have been obliterated.” (W. Arnot Craick, Port Hope Historical Sketches 
(Port Hope, 1901), p. 44). The Collins Map gives the length of the portage as 
eleven miles and ten chains. Stuart Ryan of Port Hope, an authority on the town’s 
history, says that natural features suggest that the carrying-place commenced on 
the west side of the mouth of the river, crossed it just below the present Art 
‘School, and continued along the east bank to a point near Dale, probably along 
for neat the present Cavan Street, the first settlers’ line of communication with 
the north. Mr. Ryan believes the name Cochingomink erroneous, and that the 
proper name of the Indian village at the mouth of the Ganaraska was Peme- 
tascutiang or Pemetash Wationg, among numerous variants, a name apparently 
brought down from Rice Lake (Letter to the Editor, March 7, 1956). 

2The following table gives the Indian and English names of the chief lakes and 
rivers of the Trent system under three main heads, from east to west: 








Chewett’s Map of 1789 Collins’ Map of 1790 Later Maps 
Saggettewedgewam River (not named) ‘Trent River 
Rice Lake Rice Lake Rice Lake 
Lake Cheboutequion Lake Cheboutequion Salmon Trout, Rock, or 
Stoney Lake 

Lake Wabuscommough Lake Wabuscommoug Mud or Chemong Lake 
Lake Annlequion Lake 

‘Checom Annleequionchecom Sturgeon Lake 


Other units of the system, such as the Otonabee River, Lovesick Lake, Buckhorn, 
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Collins map of 1790, Surveys Department, Ontario Parliament Buildings 


THE PETERBOROUGH-CHEMONG PORTAGE 


Annleequionchecom is Sturgeon Lake, Cheboutequion is Stoney Lake, and 
Wabuscommoug is Chemong Lake 


Cameron, and Balsam Lakes, are not named on the early maps. A variant of the 
Indian name for the Trent is “Saggettaweddaw,” and the Indians are known to 
have called Rice Lake “Pemedashcoutayang” (“Lake of the Burning Plains”). 
“Shemong” is Indian for “canoe,” and “Otonabee” is interpreted “Waters running 
swiftly, flashing brightly.” Salmon Trout Lake was subsequently given two names: 
Clear Lake for the southern and westerly parts, and Stoney Lake for that portion 
east of Boschink Narrows, earlier called “Boshing,” interpreted “spattered with 
‘many islands.” See Introduction, pp. xxxvi and xxvii. 





Collins map of 1790 
THE TALBOT PORTAGE 
Ouskebawkning (“green leaf place where we leave the river") connected Lakes 
‘Simcoe and Balsam. The lower inscription describes the upper part of the Toronto 
carrying-place, which followed a creek to Lake Simcoe—variously known in the 
French period as lac aux Claies, lac Le (or La) Clie, and Lake Toronto 





Collins map of 1790 


THE GANARASKA AND TRENT PORTAGES 

‘These Indian carrying-places led to Rice Lake, called by the French Folle Avoine 

(“wild oats"), and known to the Indians as Pamadusgodoyong or Pemedash- 
coutayang, because of the plains on the southern shore 
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(8) The Talbot Portage! of 16 miles from “Champlain's Landing” 
on Lake Le Clie (Simcoe) to Balsam Lake: 

‘E F Carrying Place of two Miles and a half it crosses the heigth [sic] 
of land that lays between the Rivers that run to the East and fall into 
Lake Ontario and those that run to the West and fall into Lake Huron 
it intersects a Creek Creek [sic] that falls into Lake le Cle, which has 
a sufficient Depth of Water for Boats or small Vessels, but laying on a 
heigth [sic] has no Current to carry off the Trees and Rubbish that have 
laid in it for many Years, which obstruct the Communication, but might 
at a very small Expence be made Commodious and good.—This ob- 
struction obliges us to make use of the Carrying Place G H, which is 
Sixteen Miles, and passes through a Country of broken Land intersected 
with Cedar Swamps, This Creek is twenty feet wide and five deep, where 
the line intersects at F. and at the mouth where it discharges into Lake 
Ie Cle, is one hundred feet wide and twenty feet deep— 


3. LieuTENaNT J. P. CaTTy’s SuRVEY OF A ROUTE BETWEEN LAKE 
SIMCOE AND THE OTTAWA, 1819 


[Public Archives of Canada, Public Works I, Vol. 9, pp. 25-30] 


Montreal 1** October 1819 
Sir 

I have the honor to report to your Excellency that in pursuance of 
your instructions I proceeded to examine the course of the Waters laying 
between Lake Simcoe and the Otawa— 

I left the Lake by a River which I have every reason to suppose the 
Talbot river, but which I cannot determine without seeing Captain 
‘Owens Survey of it. We had not ascended it more than two miles before 
we found our Course impeded by the Stream being completely choaked 
by trees fallen across it—We here commenced the first carrying Place 


Some years ago the Honourable Leslie Frost, Prime Minister of Ontario, en- 

.ged in research upon this ancient road, probably the province’s oldest. With 
the aid of early maps and surveys, later road surveys passing over parts of the 
old trail, and Superintendent A. L. Killaly of the Trent Canal, he was able to 
establish that the present road, the carrying-place on the Collins Map, and Cham- 
plain’s trail are essentially the same. On the Collins Map are shown the Grass 
River, half a dozen smaller streams, and low swampy places along the route. 
In 1834-35, when J. Smith surveyed it, the road was so closely defined that a 
more recent road following it was surveyed into French-style lots with narrow 
frontage and great depth. It was apparently intended that these lots should be 
occupied by Indians as a Reserve, and one Cottingham of Omemee was given the 
contract to erect thirty houses for “Christian Indians” at Indian Point, the heathen 
apparently being left to fend for themselves. The Prime Minister has in mind a 
suitable historical marker for this road. 
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of about twelve miles through a flat Country very finely timbered and 
the land to all appearance of the first quality We now and then came 
upon the river and found the Channel narrower and Shallow, not more 
than two feet water in deepest Parts. The River, however, rises two feet 
at least in the Spring which would make this part navigable for Bat- 
teaux were it cleared of the timber. At the end of this Portage the River 
widens into a fine deep Stream with about twelve feet Water on an 
average, which continues for about five miles when the River again 
becomes Shallow and unavigable even for Canoes wherever there is 
deep water it so narrow that there appears scarce room for a Batteau 
to pass—The bed of the river about ten miles higher up is entirely dry 
and the Water passes under ground for about half a mile, and there 
Seems but little appearance of any Channel for boats, even when the 
Water is highest—From this place to the first Carrying Place to the 
Lakes the river is navigable though very much choaked by fallen trees. 
The land on each side is low but of good quality—The course of the 
river about S S W. the carrying place to the first Lake is about four 
miles in length over very fine land but hilly—This neck or ridge of 
Land appears to form the divisions between the head of the waters which 
fall into Lake Simcoe and those which take their course towards Lake 
Ontario in the direction of Kingston. The first Lake is about seven or 
ight miles in length, the Banks rocky and Producing little else but Pine 
timber. On the Eastern side it discharges itself by a small river into 
another Lake which I understand communicates with some river falling 
into Lake Ontario near the Bay of Quinte. We left it by the North east 
end and ascended a fine broad and deep Stream for about seven miles 
into a chain of small narrow Lakes which communicate with each other 
by separate streams— 

From the Second to the third Lake the navigation is interupted by 
four separate falls of about twelve feet each, and after passing the third 
Lake, we were generally obliged to carry from one to the other as the 
Streams which joined them were so filled with trees as to prevent our 
taking up the Canoes—The Lakes are ten in number the two last very 
shallow and the land in the neighbourhood of the last connecting Stream 
nearly all low land and Swamp——The whole distance from the first to 
the last Lake is about ninety miles. The land has uniformly the same 
appearance on the banks of these Lakes viz. high rocky and Barren but 
T observed whenever we left the immediate Vicinity of the Lake and 
advanced into the interior the land appeared to improve—At the south 
east end of the last Lake is a river which runs in the direction of and 
discharges itself near Kingston. We here commenced a Portage of about 
four miles over very high but fine Land. This ridge divides the Waters 
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falling into Lake Ontario from those falling into the Otawa. Our Course 
had hitherto been from N.N.E. to N. E. The Lake to which we carried 
the Canoes is about five miles in length and in appearance Shallower 
than any of the others—We left it by a fine broad and deep Stream 
running in an Easterly direction through a flat and low Country rather 
marshy—We went down the river about sixteen miles without interup- 
tion to a large Swampy Lake very Shallow which is the commencement 
of a Chain of Lakes about ten miles in length the remainder are how- 
ever deep and have much the same appearance as those already passed. 
At the East End of the Lakes, is a fall of about thirty feet with rapids 
for about half a mile below. These lead to a fine river with low sandy 
Banks and on an average about six feet water. The Stream is here and 
there blocked up by trees but we proceeded about thirty three miles 
with little interuption, we here came to some strong Rapids about half 
a mile in length, which were succeeded by about Eight miles of Smooth 
water—The River here makes a circuit of seven or eight miles and 
becomes very rapid with three separate falls. The carrying place across 
is not more than one mile and over very fine Land. We then proceeded 
about forty miles with little interuption down to the river's junction with 
the Madaswasca which takes place in a large plain bounded on every 
side by High Land— 

The Madaswasca comes into this Plain from the South, About Six 
miles below, the rapids commence which occasioned us to make small 
carrying places for about One mile when the river is again navigable 
for six or seven miles—We then arrived at a succession of rapids for 
about sixty miles over ledges of rock—The river here enters a very fine 
Lake with high banks and finely timbered with beech, Elm, and Maple— 
The Lake itself is about Seven or eight miles in extent. Immediately 
upon leaving the Lake the river assumes its former appearance and be- 
comes a continued Strong rapid with falls of four or five feet here and 
there, for about forty five miles when it falls into the Otawa about eight 
miles above the rapids and falls of the Chat — 

From this sketch of our cursory passage through the Country your 
Excellency will perceive that the only part which offers any encourage- 
ment to the hope of establishing a batteau communication is the first 
chain of Lakes and the river which falls into the Madawasca, and even 
this presents many obstacles, as the Communications from Lake to 
Lake are generally very bad and would require great labour to render 
them passable for light Boats. Should these difficulties be overcome, 
some other communication than by the Madawasca must be found as 
its whole course is almost an uninterupted Rapid, when the water is low, 
Scarce affording enough to float Canoes in Safety over the Rocks, when 
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high, rising to such a degree and flowing with such rapidity as to pre 
clude the possibility of taking up Batteaux and much more of bringing 
them down— 

The Talbot River may be navigable in the Spring, when the waters 
are high but is so shallow in the fall as scarcely to afford Water enough 
for a Canal. The Land I have reason to believe is good in every part 
except in the immediate Vicinity of the Lakes and Rivers— 

These, Sir, are the Principal Observations I have been able to make 
during my Journey through the Country which has been much more 
tedious and less Satisfactory than might have been expected from the 
first accounts I received 





I have the honor to be 
Your Excellency’s 
Most obedient humble Serv* 
(Signed) J. P. Catty 
Lt R' Eng* 


4. J. W. BANNISTER' SUGGESTS MEANs OF BUILDING THE CANAL 
(a) THE FIRST PLAN, A LOTTERY 


[Public Archives of Canada, Upper Canada Sundries, J. W. Bannister 
to the Lieutenant-Governor.] 


Rice Lake, Upper Canada 
15th Dect 1820 

May it please Your Excellency, 

My Location happening to be on the Rice Lake Settlement, the abso- 
lute want of a Communication, thence to the Bay of Quinte, of necessity 
occurred to me in the strongest Light. During my residence here, I have 
been particular in exploring and inquiring, so as to enable myself to 
form a reasonable opinion of this matter. 

T have been informed, that Surveys from Lake Simcoe to the Bay of 


1The Introduction to the fourth edition of his pamphlet contains the following 
outline of his life: “The writer of the Pamphlet now reprinted was brought up 
in the navy; and by hard service from nine to nineteen years of age acquired the 
reputation of being a daring officer and a skilful seaman. After considerable experi- 
‘ences in civil affairs, and especially in agriculture, at the peace in 1819 he visited 
Canada, where he obtained several thousand acres of land. He was subsequently 
called to the English bar, intending to settle in Canada; but in August, 1829, 
died Chief Tustice of Sierra Leone. In Africa he was remarkable for the same 
earnest desire to promote good public objects, and for the same right feelings, 
in all respects, which had ever distinguished him. A memoir of his short but 
active life may be found in the New Monthly Magazine for December, 1829.” 
Bannister’s original lot appears to have been 800 acres granted in November 1820 
in the rear of Bannister’s Landing (Hiawatha Indian Village), 
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Quinte have been made, by fit and able Men; consequently, any observa~ 
tions from me, as to their local capability will be superfluous, and it 
only remains to submit to Your Excellency, a mode to raise the money, 
for this purpose, to carry the proposed work into effect. 

‘A Government Lottery, under every consideration that I have given 
to the subject, appears to me, to be the only probable method, to collect 
so large a sum, as the contemplated work will require. 

I trust that your Excellency will do me the justice to believe, that I 
far, from approve of this species of gambling and that I have not 
hastily submitted it to your Excellency; No, the seeming otherwise im- 
practicability of raising so much money, except by being assisted from 
Home; The paramount necessity for the Country in general (indepen 
dent of its Local advantages) of the inland navigation being begun; The 
gigantic strides daily making by our aspiring and republican neighbour, 
in this Valuable power; and “‘tho’ last not least,” the present over- 
whelming petty Lotteries, Raffles, and other sorts of gambling, which 
may be more effectively put down by the more respectable Classes, 
preferring a Legal Lottery to illegal gambling; are the strong induce 
ments which have forced me thus to intrude myself upon Your Excel- 
lency, 

T have now to conclude with every sentiment of respect for Your 
Excellency; and to 

Subscribe myself, 
Your Excellency’s 
Most humble servant 
John William Bannister. 


(b) THE SECOND PLAN, TO COMBINE SETTLEMENT AND A CANAL 


[ohn William Bannister, Sketches of Plans for Settling in Upper 
Canada a Portion of the Unemployed Labourers of Great Britain and 
Ireland (London, 1821). At least four editions of this pamphlet appeared. 
The following excerpts are from the fourth, entitled On Emigration to 
Upper Canada, by the Late John William Bannister, Esq. Rice Lake, 
Upper Canada (London, 1831)] 


. . A sketch of the second plan follows, by which a party can be 
settled in Canada without burthening the mother-country to a larger 
amount than the expense of conveying them from Europe to their places 
of destination. 

It will doubtless be in remembrance of many persons in the province 
that a plan was agitated in 1820 relative to making a canal from the 
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Rice Lake to the head of the Bay of Quinté by the means of a sub- 
scription of the produce of the country to defray the expense, and that 
subscription entitling the contributors to proportionate shares in the 
canal: it may also be well remembered how readily the views of the 
proposer were entered into by the richer and poorer classes of the dis- 
trict of Newcastle, the district in which the then proposed canal was to 
have been cut, as well as by many of the inhabitants higher up the 
country; let us then see how we can connect this plan of opening a 
canal by the above means of defraying the expense with that of settling 
six thousand men, women, and children in comfort in the neighbouring 
country. 

We will divide the party into three divisions of two thousand each, to 
be sent out to the river Trent, which connects the Rice Lake with the 
Bay of Quinté, in three successive springs. On the arrival of the first two 
thousand let those who are capable of labouring, immediately to be put 
to fitting work at the proposed canal, instead of proceeding forthwith to 
their location. Provisions, clothing, lodging, medical assistance, and 
certain instruction for the children will be provided by preliminary 
arrangements to be hereafter noticed. The second spring will bring the 
next division, and the course of the ensuing year will be as the former; 
the arrival of the third two thousand will be the commencement of new 
and pleasant occupations to the first division; they will now be permitted 
to have so much time to visit the lands appointed (during which they 
will be allowed provisions, etc.) for location, in order to fix upon a lot; 
to put up their ‘tshantees’; as also afterwards to put up their houses, to 
clear five acres of land for a spring crop, together with the use of a pair 
of oxen for a given time to perform the ‘logging’; again, they must have 
partial allowances whilst preparing for the autumn season and finishing 
the settlement duties, together with some assistance during the follow- 
ing winter. On the opening of the fourth spring perfect freedom begins 
to dawn: we must now (for the last time) supply our friends (according 
to the number of their helpless children) with a few other necessaries, 
the deeds of their land free of any expense, and then leave them to the 
protection of their Maker, the laws of their adopted country, and their 
‘own industry. . . .* 





*Should the patrons of a system for colonising upon the above principles per- 
ceive, at or before this period, that the result may be convenience to the mother 
country, advantage to the province, and happiness to the settlers, it can be con- 
tinued to many succeeding bodies of two thousand persons, inasmuch as after 
the completion of the work from the Bay of Quinté to the Rice Lake, there will 
bbe no obstacle to proceeding thence to the carrying place in the township of 
‘Smith, and forward through the shallow Lakes to the boundaries of the Canadas. 
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5. TENDERS ASKED FOR WORKS ON PROPOSED TRENT CANAL, 1833 


[Cobourg Star and Newcastle Commercial and General Advertiser, 
April 3, 1833] 


Internal Navigation of the Newcastle District 


Notice is hereby give[n] that the undersigned Commissioners will 
receive Tenders until the first day of June next, to be opened at the 
Superintendent's Office, Peterborough, from such persons as are willing 
to contract for the performance of the following work, viz: 
First—To construct a Lock at the Bobcaygeon Falls, on the outlet 

between Sturgeon and Pigeon Lakes, of about 28 feet in width by 

120 feet in length. 

Second.—To construct a Lock of same dimensions at Purdy’s Mill, on 
the Scugog River in the Township of Ops. 

Third—To clear the Channel of the Otonabee River at Dangerfield, 
Robinson’s Island, and Yankey Bonnet Shallows, not less than 66 
feet in width and of sufficient depth to admit Steamers drawing 4 feet 
water to pass at the lowest water. 

Fourth-—To deepen the principal entrance to the Otonabee River from 
Rice Lake. 

Fifth—To erect Piers and deepen the Channel of the Otonabee from 
the head of Whitelas’ Rapid? to the little Lake near Peterborough. 
Sixth—To clear out and make navigable for Boats, Cavan Creek from 

the mouth on the Otonabee to Taggest’s Mill, in Cavan. 

Further information may be obtained by applying to J. G. Bethune, 
Cobourg, or Thomas Need, Peterborough, after the 10th day of May 
next, by which time the Commissioners will have had the whole intended 
improvements surveyed and reported upon by a practical Engineer. 

Persons tendering to erect the two Locks above mentioned must 
produce satisfactory references that they have knowledge of that kind 
of work, otherwise their tenders will not be noticed. 

No contract will be entered into without two sufficient Sureties for 
the due performance of the work. 





Jas. G. Bethune A. McDonell 
B. Brown Thos. Need 
John Hall J. Huston 


Peterborough, March 1833. 


2William and George Whitla were owners of land near the rapids after 1828. 
Samuel Strickland wrote in 1851 that the lock and dam at Whitla’s Rapids were 
the best-constructed in the county. (Twenty-Seven Years in Canada West (Lon- 
don, 1853), Vol. Il, p. 228). 


10 
EXPERIENCED CONTRACTORS, 
FOR ‘THE 
Emprovement of thr Navigation of the 


RIVER TRENT, 


NEWCASTLE DISTRICT. 


SEALED TENDERS 


Will be received for the execution of the 
whole, or a portion, of the undermentioned 
Works, (for the due performance of which 
good and sufficient security will be required) 
till Tuesday, the 16th of October next. 





Plans and Specifications of the works may 
be seen, after the Ist of October next, at the 
Office of Sheldon Hawley, Esq., Trent Port, 
or of G. S. Boulton, Esq., Cobourg; and ne- 
cessary information had, on application to N. 
H. Baird, Esq., Civil Engineer. 


Tenders to be addressed ( post paid) to Shel- 
don Hawley, Esq., Trent Port, and marked, 


“Tenders for the Improvement of the 
River Trent.” 





ON SECTION Ist. 


A Dam, Stone Lock and excavation at Mey- 
ers’ Island, Mouth of the Piver Trent, anda 
Dam at Widow Harris’s. 


ON SECTION 2d. 

re Blome Leeks Excavation and Dam at Chis- 
1olm’s Rapids. Pe ee 
Cobourg, Sept. 18, 1987 $9 ee A 


[STAR OFFICE, COBOULGL, -Lea. Lh ae 


Chasey Raho’ 


Public Archives of Canada 
ADVERTISEMENT FOR TENDERS, 1837 


fever 


fit 
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6. PROGRESS IN TRANSPORTATION 
[Cobourg Star, July 31, 1833] 


Steam-Boat Notice 
Internal Navigation of the Newcastle District, via Cobourg 


The Steam-boat PEMEDASH,’ Captain Cleghorn, plies daily between 
the town of Peterborough and Sully on the Rice Lake, every day as 
follows:— 

Leaves Peterboro’ for Sully every morning (Sundays excepted) at 8 
o’clock—leaves Sully every afternoon and arrives at Peterborough early 
the same evenings. 

STAGES in connection with the above Boat leave the Steam-Boat 
Hotel at Cobourg every morning (Sundays excepted) at 8 o'clock, for 
the conveyance of passengers—and from 5 to 10 heavy waggons leave 
the Cobourg Harbor Ware-house every morning (Sundays excepted) at 
half-past six, for the conveyance of merchandise and luggage directed to 
Peterboro’ or any other part of the interior. 

A large and secure Ware-house has been erected at the landing at 
Peterboro’, where Goods and Luggage will be stored free of expense. 

The STEAM BOAT STURGEON, Captain Nichols, is now receiv- 
ing her Engine at the village of Bridgenorth, Lake Chemong, and will 
be ready in a few weeks to ply between Bridgenorth and the Bobcaygean 
falls through Chemong, Buckhorn, and Pigeon Lakes, calling at several 
intermediate places, of which due notice will be given. A large sum of 
money is now expending on the communication road between Peter- 
borough and Bridgenorth, a distance of only 6 miles, which will render 
it equal to any in the Province. 

Persons arriving at Cobourg will obtain every information by apply- 
ing to Mr. T. Evans, at the Office of the Harbor Company, or at the 
office of the undersigned. 

J. G. Bethune. 
Cobourg, 20th July, 1833.2 


1An abbreviation of “Pemedashcoutayang,” “the Lake of the Burning Plains,” 
the name arising from intentional burning of the south shore of the lake by the 
Indians to increase the growth of deer-grass as a feeding-ground for game. A 
highly laudatory letter describing the “enchanting” scenery of Rice Lake is in 
the Cobourg Star of June 18, 1833. 

2The Cobourg Star of September 4, 1833, contains an account of a public 
meeting to further the work then in progress along the Trent system. Those men- 
tioned as taking a prominent part in the proceedings are Robert Reid, Thomas V. 
‘Tupper, Dr. John Hutchinson, Cheseman Moe, John Hall, J. B. Ferguson, Walter 
McFarlane, John R. Benson, Major Logie, John Huston, Charles Rubidge, 
Ephraim Sandford, and Thomas Murphy. Almost all of these were inhabitants of 
Peterborough. The meeting was held in the King’s Arms Hotel, Peterborough, 
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7. INITIAL SURVEY FOR THE TRENT RIVER SECTION OF THE CANAL, 
1833 


[Journal of the House of Assembly of Upper Canada, 1833-34] 


November, 1833 
REPORT 


To His Excellency SIR JOHN COLBORNE, Knight, Commander of 
the Most Honorable Military Order of the Bath, Lieutenant Governor 
of the Province of Upper Canada, Major General Commanding His 
Majesty’s Forces therein, &. &c. &c., on the practicability of render- 
ing the River Trent navigable from its mouth or confluence with the 
Bay of Quinte to Rice Lake. 


By N. H. BAIRD, 
Civil Engineer, 
MICEL. 


In obedience to Your Excellency’s commands, transmitted to me by 
Lieutenant Colonel Rowan, Civil Secretary, in his communication, bear- 
ing date 19th March last, as well as subsequent correspondence, I 
proceeded upon the 7th day of September last to the mouth of the 
‘Trent (the state of the waters preventing an earlier inspection,) for the 
purpose of attending to the import of my instructions, viz: To survey 
and estimate the expense of rendering that River navigable for Steam 
Boats drawing five feet water, with Locks of commensurate dimensions, 
134 feet in length by 33 feet in the clear, the result of which examina- 
tion, survey and levels, I have the honor now to lay before your 
Excellency. 

Before coming to a conclusion, as to the mode most likely to be 
attended with expediency in rendering the River navigable, I conceived 
it necessary, first, to traverse and explore the whole course of the River, 
its banks and contiguous ravines, the result of which determined the 
principle upon which I should proceed to estimate the difficulties to be 
overcome, and taking into account the great quantity of water in the 
River (nearly the second in the Province in point of discharge) the 
effects which such might have on the construction of the different works 
required, connected with the vast accumulation of anchor ice along the 


land it adjourned to meet again on September 18th. A long letter signed by “C.K.” 
describes improvements in the region (Cobourg Star, October 9, 1833), and in 
the same issue it is announced that N. H. Baird is actively surveying the Trent 
for the proposed canal. Further letters by “C.K.” occur in succeeding issues of 
the Cobourg Star. 


152 THE VALLEY OF THE TRENT 


banks and shallows, and from the very great facility afforded, from the 
favourable nature of the banks, as illustrated by the several sections ac- 
companying, the principle of damming the River, would seem, under all 
circumstances, to be the preferable mode of overcoming the several 
obstructions, and upon which principle I shall proceed to point out to 
‘Your Excellency the manner in which I would propose surmounting the 
obstacles to such a grand and available stream, 

It will, however, in the first place be necessary, in order that Your 
Excellency may have a comprehensive view of the subject, to enumerate, 
in as condensed a form as may be consistent with the extent of the 
undertaking, the several obstructions to the navigation of the River, 
from its mouth to the Rice Lake, and may be classed under the follow- 
ing general sections, viz: 

feet in, 1st. The Rapids, commonly called the nine mile rapids, 
116 5 9 extending from a mile above the mouth to navigable water 
at the Widow Harris’, rising in all 116 feet. 
2d. After passing along a fine navigable sheet of water, 
8 78 available at present for moderate sized craft, for 6 miles, 
the Little, or Chisholm’s Rapids, present themselves in ex- 
tent 1100 yards, and rising 8 7 8 feet to Chisholm’s Saw- 
mill, which leads to a still finer sheet of navigable water, 
with a moderate current, not less than 12¥/; miles to the 
Percy Landing, at which place the 3d Section commences, 
in extent 124 miles to Crow Bay, and rising 150 feet— 
150 5 3 with the exception of a small sheet or pond opposite to 
Major Campbell’s new settlement in Seymour, the whole 
of this Section consists of a series of rapids interrupted 
only by big Falls, Chutes, &. 
From the foot of Crow Bay (along the bay) the water 
is of sufficient depth for 17 miles until reaching the foot 


3Perey Landing, which was also known as Beatty's Landing from a man who 
kept boats there, is near Meyersburg, where Colonel Myers kept a shop. Percy 
Landing is now called Perey Boom. Numerous officers were early settled below 
Beatty's. 

‘Seymour Township is one of several in the province that were originally 
opened for the settlement of military and naval officers. Major Campbell was in 
charge as Government Agent, and the town of Campbellford was named in his 
honour. “At the two principal bends of the river [Trent],” wrote John Langton 
in 1833, the same year as Baird’s Report, “there are two cities, Cambleton and 
Howard; the one consisting of a shanty, and the other of a loghouse without 
windows.” Subsequently he reverses the order of their achievement as settlements, 
but there is little difference. (Early Days in Upper Canada, pp. 6 and 21). Soon 
afterwards there was a tavern near Campbell's house, and a ferry (and later a 
bridge) opposite, so the settlement was for a time called Seymour Bridge. 
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of the rapids from Heeley's Falls in extent 1/ miles, at 

which point, commonly called the Forks, being at the con- 

fluence of the Crow River with the Trent, commence the 

next series of obstacles, the 4th in rotation which embraces 

+72 95 Heeley’s Falls, extending as stated 1/ miles* where com- 
mences the Long Reach, navigable for 134 miles with 

the exception of three shallows* or rifts which as will after- 

*4 20 wards be detailed, may be easily overcome, to the foot of 
Crooks’ Rapids! immediately below Asphodel bridge, six 

miles from Rice Lake; at this point the Sth and last general 

section occurs, in extent about ¥ a mile and rising 7 ft. 








9 in. 
Natural rise 
7 90 
Increase 0 50 o 5 
8 20 8 2 


which overcome brings the navigation into the head or 
summit pond of Rice Lake, making from the mouth of the 
River at the Bay of Quinte, a total rise independent of 
the natural current along the several navigable portions, 
which of course I wave, 
Fi In. 
of 360 8 5-10 
rifts 4 3510 


365 00 


in a distance of 61 miles, and which I would propose to overcome by 
the following operations; and in detailing which, with reference to the 
plans and sections, I trust I may succeed in laying the matter in as clear 
a light before your Excellency as the subject will admit. 

With reference to the abstract of obstruction to be overcome, the 
Ist. or nine mile rapids present the most formidable, the natural rise 
to widow Harris’ at the then lowest pitch of water being 116 feet 5 
inches 9-10ths. 

‘These being a continued succession of rapids, cascades, chutes and 


3The Honourable James Crooks first bought land along the Trent in 1810. He 
built a mill in 1835, and sold out to Henry Fowlds in 1851. For a time “Fowlds’ 
Rapids” replaced the earlier name. His steamship, the Forest City, was launched 
‘on September 11, 1858, and during her inaugural trip on the Trent Mr. Fowlds 
was tendered an address, eulogizing his public spirit, by a large number of 
‘Asphodel-Percy residents (See the Cobourg Star, September 22, 1858). 
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shallows, until reaching the small pond of still water near the Highlands 
over O’Connor’s Tavern, I propose surmounting by the construction of 
Dams and Locks, with the requisite excavation for the foundations and 
entrances, as shewn on the sections, placing the Lock No. 1 first or 
entrance Lock in the now dry channel at the head of Myers’ Island, and 
taking advantage of the present channel between the island and main 
shore, as a line of ingress, as shewn on the detailed plan. The navigation 
Keeping the channel of the River,* until reaching below Robinson’s 
Mills, at which point marked on the plan, a collateral cut will be required 
for a short distance into the still water at O'Connor's, which being 
raised eight feet, will sufficiently drown the Highland Rapids to throw 
the requisite depth into another collateral cut, as shewn on the detailed 
plan, along a meadow, chiefly through rock excavation, upon which I 
propose to have Lock No. XIII. of 9 feet lift, which will carry the 
communication into the navigable sheet above Widow Harris's house, 
at which point the Wing Dam, as shewn, will be required to raise the 
water sufficiently to insure the necessary draft of water over the 
shallows above Lewis Bush’s, and before coming to the foot of the 
little or Chisholm’s Rapids, at which place the second Section com- 
mences, and which, although of no continuance, and the rise apparently 
trifling, being only 8 7 8, yet presents considerable difficulty, and 
which may be overcome with most advantage by one lock of 10 feet lift, 
the difference from the natural rise (8 7 8) occasioned by raising the 
Jong reach above, and by 1100 yards of excavation through lime stone 
rock, of a nature easy of excavation, and of suitable material for the 
lock, &c. as the rate per estimate will shew. This Section will cost 
£13814 7 6, and bring the navigation into what I shall (for distinction) 
call the Percy Reach, extending 127 miles to Percy Landing, the waters 
of which, however, will require to be raised, as shewn on the Sections, 
1 foot 4 inches 2 by the construction of a Dam at the head of Chisholm’s 
Rapids, on the Table Rock, in order to afford a sufficiency of water to 
the rocky shallows opposite to the Government place, from the head of 
Long Island upwards; and will cost, as per estimate, £400 0 0 Halifax 
Currency, and ensure a perfect navigation to the foot of Section 3d or 
Percy Landing, which place is by nature calculated for the reception 
of any number of vessels, from its extended Bay (Trent Lake) and the 
secreting coves issuing from it. 

From this point to Crow Bay (termination of Section 3d) a distance 
of 12% miles, the river does not, upon the whole, afford such op- 
portunities of improvement by damming, particularly the first 11/ mile. 
From Percy Landing at Point A. (being the deepest and most con- 


*By 9 Dams & 12 Locks. 
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venient spot for leaving the river) the navigation must follow a collateral 
cut along the West shore in suitable excavation, until reaching Myers’s 
Mill pond, as shewn on the plan, rising 23 ft. 8, 8, by 2 Locks of 12 & 
13, 7 and from which, until reaching Wilkins’ Mills, a distance of 236 
miles, the river, from the fortunate circumstance of being divided by a 
long island, extending from Percy Landing, offers every facility that 
could be wished, as the whole of the water can be turned down the back 
or main channel during the excavations from the bed of the river, which 
must be lowered at the different points, as shewn on the Section, to save 
raising the dams to an inconvenient height, and consequent embank- 
ments, the banks for the greater part (to the head of Long Island) being 
rather low—then from Myers’ mill the navigation will be carried to the 
foot of the Big Falls or Wilkins’ Mills by 2 Locks, 2 Dams, and the 
different excavation from the bed of the river. 

From the waters immediately below the Falls, which are of sufficient 
depth, and only require to be deadened by the Dam, head of Long 
Island, the line of navigation must leave the river until reaching the 
Table Rock rapids above the Falls, or to Wilkins’ boom, a distance of 
1430 yards, for which purpose, as favourable an opportunity presents 
as could well be conceived, along a natural hollow or ravine, coursing 
by the rear of Mr. Wilkins’ house and leading nearly to the point where 
it is intended to rejoin the river: at this place three combined and two 
detached Locks will be required to carry the navigation over the Big 
Falls, their contributary rapids and table rock chute, into the river above 
the boom, making a rise of 39 ft. 11. in. chiefly through favourable 
excavation. 

From hence to Crow Bay the river presents every opportunity for 
improvement with the exception of the Crow Bay or middle rapids, at 
which point a collateral cut from No. XXVII. at the foot of these rapids 
to No. XXIX. foot of Crow Bay, will be required with 3 Locks, through 
rock excavation of well bedded limestone; from the Boom to this point 
(XXVIL) requiring (comprehending the still water at Major Camp- 
bell’s) 2 Locks and 3 Dams, the whole rise being 58 ft. 5 in. 3 from 
Wilkins’ Boom to Crow Bay, with the increased head on the Bay neces- 
sary to cover a table rock to the requisite depth—This Section from 
Percy Landing will cost £113,714 13 4, which brings the line to the 
Forks at the foot of Heeley’s rapids, where commences Section No. 4. 
which rising 72 ft. 9 in. 5 in a distance of 11 miles, I propose sur- 
mounting by 8 Locks 3 Dams and 220 yards of excavation, as shewn 
on the section for this place, in the following manner, viz:—At or near 
the Forks, by the construction of 3 Dams 14, 13 & 13 feet in height by 
180 feet in width with 3 Locks of 9 ft. 6 in. 8 ft. 8 ft. lift, which will 





156 THE VALLEY OF THE TRENT 


back the water into what may be termed Entrance Bay, at the foot of 
Heeley’s Falls, from which point in a direct line to the summit water 
of the Long-Reach, a ravine leads, in every respect calculated to assist 
in overcoming the difficulties on this important station, and which may 
be accomplished by the construction of one detached, three combined, 
and one regulating Lock, making a total rise with the increase of head 
‘on summit level of 76 ft. 11 in. 5 pts requisite as afterwards will be 
shewn, and will cost in all £32,892 2 5 bringing the navigation into the 
14 Mile Reach, on which however there exists three different impedi- 
ments to more than 18 inches draft of water, and which are tinged on 
the general plan amounting in all to 4 ft. 2 in. perpendicular rise, which, 
together with the complement of water required over the Upper Shallow 
(say 3 feet) make a total of 7 ft. 2 in. The surmounting these, I had in 
contemplation to accomplish by part excavation, and to have towed up 
Craft by a Machine suitable for the purpose, but after taking into 
account the comparative trifling damages which would arise, from raising 
the level of the Long Reach, and the facility of doing so at Heeley's 
Falls, the adoption of the latter measure, would seem the more advis- 
able, and which is intended to be effected by a dam across the table rock 
at the summit of Heeley’s Falls of 13 feet in height and 320 in length, 
at an expense of £750 which at the same time will effect a material 
saving in the rock excavation, from the summit level, head of the Falls, 
to the guard Lock, and which being wholly rock, will more than com- 
pensate for the construction of the Dam. To last Section, the 5th, the 
navigation is now brought by the last named dam, backing the water to 
Crooks’ rapids, where a similar obstruction to the rapids at Chisholm’s 
occurs; the natural rise being 8 ft. 2 in. and the rapids running over a 
continuation of table rock, with at the time of inspection only 9 inches 
water, and at lowest water nearly dry. 

To overcome these, as well as to ensure a sufficiency of water over 
the rocky shallows between Asphodel Bridge and Rice Lake, I should 
propose the construction of a dam across the river belew the rapids, at 
a convenient site, which shall be of sufficient height to throw 5 feet 
water over the now lowest portion of the table rock, on which there is 
above the Mill, 1 ft. 4 in., and from which, excavating a few beds, say 
to 2 feet in depth for a short distance, will leave a permanent increase 
of level at and above Asphodel Bridge of from 1 ft. 8 in. to 2 feet, 
sufficient, I believe, to cover the rocky shallows above, and which in 
consequence, will raise the general summit level of Rice Lake, allowing 
for difference of current from the Lake to Asphodel Bridge, at least 1 
ft. 8 in. above the lowest water, which would, I presume, be attended 
with no serious inconvenience but probably a benefit. 
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‘Thus may the different obstructions to the 
free navigation of the River Trent be overcome 
and rendered available for the passage of Steam 
Vessels drawing 5 feet water, 110 feet over all 
by 32 feet beam, viz. by Section Ist. from the 
mouth to the Widow Harris’, 9 miles, rise 116 
5.9, by the construction of 13 locks, 9 dams, 
and two collateral cuts, Ist. 432 yards in length, 
2d. 770 yards in length. 

Section 2.—From Widow Harris’ to head of 
Chisholm Rapids, about 6 miles, rise 8 ft. 7 in. 
8 by a wing dam at widow Harris’ to drown 
the shallow above Lewis Bush's, and by one 
lock and 1100 yd. rock excavation at Chis- 
holm’s. 

Section 3.—From Chisholm’s to Crow Bay, 
including Percy Reach, by a dam at Chisholm’s 
to cover the shallows at the Government place, 
by 2 locks and 134 miles of excavation to Myers’ 
Mills, 2 locks, 2 dams, and excavation from the 
bed of the river to Wilkins’ Mills or Big Falls— 
thence 3 combined and one detached lock and a 
guard lock, with 34 mile excavation to Wilkins’ 
Boom, thence to Crow Bay by a dam across the 
river above the Boom with 5 detached locks, 
with their respective excavations from the bot- 
tom of the river with a collateral cut from 27 into 
Crow Bay, 1100 yards. 

Section 4.—From the foot of Crow Bay, by 
a dam across one of the outlet channels to cover 
the table rock sufficiently—to the forks or foot 
of Heeley’s Rapids by 3 dams and 3 locks to 
Entrance Bay (foot of Heeley’s Falls) and by 
one detached, 3 combined, and 1 guard lock 
with their excavations and cut of 220 yards 
through chiefly limestone rock to the summit 
of the Long Reach. 

Section 5.—From Heeley’s Falls to Rice 
Lake, by the construction of a dam at the head 
of Heeley’s Falls to drown the three interven- 


£ s 
7062-9 
63683 3 
138147 
113714 13 
32892 2 


10% 


6 


4 


5 
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ing rifts 4.2 3 0 or shallow above, and to 6420 «9-0. 
back sufficient water into the lock at Crooks’ Con. 642 0 10 
Mill, by the construction of one lock and dam “£70629 10" 
there, to cover the rocky shoals above together 
with considerable rock excavation above, and 
under water. 

All which may be accomplished for the sum 
Including for Lock of £233447 6 11% H. C’y. in 4 years from 
Houses £1320 0 0 commencement. 

Having thus endeavored to lay before Your Excellency what occurs 
to me, after two months of constant investigation, the mode by which 
the River Trent may be rendered navigable; it may perhaps, not be out 
of place should I endeavour to lay before Your Excellency a few of the 
advantages likely to accrue from the fulfillment of such a measure, not 
only to the country immediately contiguous, but to regions beyond, 
thereby relieving them from the land locked predicament in which they 
now are and must remain, unless relieved by some such expedient. 

To the country immediately bordering on the river, the advantages 
are too apparent, from the harassing inconvenience experienced in 
dragging every species of commodity and provisions required for the 
many wants of new settlements through, perhaps, the worst of roads in 
the Province, and obviate the many heart-rending scenes of endurance, 
scarcely to be credited but by an eye witness. 

To Government, the benefit must come more immediately home, in 
the increase in value of the many thousands of acres on, and contiguous 
to its banks and contributory lakes and streams which, on all hands, 
(and by people much more conversant with the true estimation than T 
can be) is admitted, must rise at least 100 per cent, the moment these 
operations shall commence. 

The facility for the transport of Lumber from the waters above, and 
from the different manufacturing establishments now existing, and 
which must soon double, will form a very prominent feature in the 
advantages likely to follow. The Tolls upon which will be cheerfully 
paid, and that dangerous business of “driving the river” to the destruc- 
tion of much valuable property, and loss of human life among the 
“wicked” Rapids, obviated, and have no doubt, from all the information 
Thave been able to collect, will, the first year, yield £6,000. 

To this add the still more incalculable benefit this Province would 
derive from the Marmora iron works being set in operation, which 
being situated on Crow River, (which in conjunction with the Trent 
also inspected) only nine miles from where the line of communication 
passes in Crow Bay, a fine navigable stream with the exception of three 
ranges of rapids, each of which admit of easy improvement, and which 
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T have reason to believe would be commenced so soon as the prosecution 
of the Trent should be decided upon. 

From these works the Falls would also be considerable. 

To new settlements to the North, and round the Rice Lake, Ottanabee 
River, and Lakes beyond, what an incalculable benefit would accrue 
from the improvement in contemplation; necessitated now to drag from 
Lake Ontario all the many wants for their infant settlements at exhorbi- 
tant rates, over a hill and dale road to Rice Lake, there shipped on 
board of a Steam Boat for Peterboro’ established nearly two years ago 
by an enterprising individual (J. G. Bethune, Esquire, of Cobourg) 
there unloaded and conveyed again nine miles by land into another 
Steamer, (belonging to the same individual) thence by various portages 
to their different destinations. When the Trent shall be rendered navig- 
able, the Settler and Merchant may have their goods shipped under their 
‘own eye at Montreal wharf, pass along the Lachine, Ottawa River, and 
Canals at Carrillion, Chute Aux-Blondeau and Grenville, along the 
Rideau Canal, up the Bay of Quinte, along the Trent navigation, Rice 
Lake and to Peterboro’ without ever once being disturbed after leaving 
the Montreal wharf, to say nothing of the diminution in freight, which 
must, as a matter of course follow—and on the other hand it requires 
no stretch of imagination to anticipate all those settlements in a few 
years contributing materially towards the export Trade, and that Wheat, 
Pot Ash, Staves, &c must be re-shipped as return Cargoes. 

Another, and by no means the least, consideration, to induce the early 
adoption of such a splendid scheme and rational measure, should be the 
consideration of the fact, that the navigation carried into Rice Lake is, 
comparatively speaking, the communication carried into Lake Huron, 
as appears evident from all the information I have been able to collect, 
(not having visited those quarters) as to the obstructions existing be- 
tween Peterboro’ and Lake Huron, and which, although not coming 
within the immediate sphere of my instructions, I have the honor to 
submit for your Excellency’s information, as collected from my intel- 
ligent guide, John Harris (an Indian Trader.) 

Ist. From the Otonabee River to Mud Lake, excavation 7 miles. 

2d. Thence into Chemong, Buck, Pigeon and Sturgeon Lakes, 
rapids 1 mile. 

3rd. Into Cameron’s lake, rapids 14 mile. 

4th, Into Balsam lake, rapids 1 mile. 

From thence to Lake Simcoe, 18 miles by land, making the total 
canaling from Rice Lake to Lake Simcoe, 274 miles, then into Lake 
Huron down the Severn (I believe the difference of level is somewhere 
about 70 feet.) 

‘Taking all these into consideration, connected with the immediate 
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local advantages which must, as a matter of course, follow the improve- 
ments now in contemplation; the key to all those regions beyond, and 
viewed in connexion with the Ottawa and Rideau navigation already in 
operation, and those in contemplation by the back of the Island of 
Montreal, the grand desideratum of an internal water communication 
from the Atlantic or Gulph of St. Lawrence to Lake Huron, ought cer- 
tainly to have some weight in interesting the Mother Country in further- 
ing such an undertaking; that is, if the Provincial funds should not be 
adequate within the 4 years of execution, (which, however, is somewhat 
out of my sphere) but I believe I may safely assert, without the fear of 
contradiction, that there is not a landholder between the Trent's mouth 
and Lake Simcoe but would cheerfully submit to an annual tax on his 
lands during the execution of the works, to assist in defraying the ex- 
pense; and if such a measure were properly digested and arranged, I 
have little doubt but as an alternative it would meet the general feeling 
of the District, and tend to facilitate the undertaking. 

From the preconceived magnitude of the undertaking, the short time 
from necessity available to accomplish the whole during the lowest 
pitch of water, and to enable me to give my exclusive attention to the 
levels and localities of the river, I found it indispensable to engage the 
services of a Provincial Surveyor (Mr. Rubidge of the Newcastle Dis- 
trict) in whom I found, throughout the whole of the arduous duty, much 
perseverence and attention, and in the necessity of which engagement, 
I trust your Excellency may concur. 

In submitting the foregoing as the result of your Excellency'’s com- 
mands, I trust I may have succeeded in laying the matter before Your 
Excellency in a comprehensive light. 

I have the honor to be, 
Your Excellency’s 
Most obedient and 
Very humble Servant, 
N. H. BAIRD, 
Civil Engineer, 
MONTREAL, 28th Nov. 1833. MICEL. 


Amount of estimate for locks of substantial 
rough Masonry as per detailed estimate with 
wooden dams, £233447 6 11% 

Locks, 134 x 33 x 5 feet water. 

Estimate for locks of dimensions similar to the 
Lachine Canal 195300 10 0 

BE. Difference,. £ 38146 16 11% 
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8. INITIAL SURVEY FOR THE TRENT CANAL, RICE LAKE TO 
Lake SIMCOE 
[Appendix to the Journal of the House of Assembly of Upper Canada, 
1836] 


NO. 12. 
REPORT 


On the most eligible route for a Canal between Lake Simcoe and the 
Rice Lake, and on the practicability and expense of connecting these 
waters—by order of His Excellency Sir John Colborne, K.C.B. &c. &c. dc. 


BY N. H. BAIRD, Civil Engineer, M.LC.E.L. 
December, 1835 


REPORT 


To His Excellency SIR JOHN COLBORNE, K.C.B. Lieutenant 
Governor of the Province of Upper Canada, and Major 
General commanding His Majesty's Forces, &¢. &c. &c. on 
the most eligible route for a Canal between Lake Simcoe 
and the Rice Lake, and on the practicability and probable 
expense of connecting these Lakes. 






BY N. H. BAIRD 
Civil Engineer, 
&MICEL. 


MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY, 


THAT in accordance with your Excellency’s commands, con- 
veyed to me in Lieutenant Colonel Rowan’s communications of the 
29th May and 6th June last, and in the spirit of the particular instruc- 
tions conveyed in the latter, in conformity with the Address of the House 
of Assembly of date 16th April last, viz:—“To examine the most elig- 
“ible route for a Canal between Lake Simcoe and the Rice Lake, by a 
“series of running levels, and to report to your Excellency, for the 
“information of the House at its next Session, respecting the practic 
“ability and expense of connecting these Lakes.” 

T have, in consequence, the honor to state for your Excellency’s 
information, that upon the 18th day of June last, having completed my 
preliminary arrangements, in providing proper assistance and canoes, 
in which I found more difficulty than I anticipated, and having engaged 
the services of Mr. F. P. Rubige, Deputy Provincial Surveyor, for the 
surveying department, I proceeded to the inspection and examination 
of the country between Rice Lake and Lake Simcoe, conceiving it more 
in order to follow up the route from the Bay of Quinte, as detailed in 
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my former report to your Excellency on the proposed improvements 
on the River Trent, in 1833, than to reverse, and commence from Lake 
Simeoe—the result of which inspection, levels, survey, &. I shall en- 
deavour, with as much perspicuity and brevity as the nature of the 
important subject will admit, to lay before your Excellency, assuming, 
although not expressed in my instructions, or in the Address from the 
House, the same scale of navigation as that reported on for the improve- 
ment of the Trent, viz. for locks 134 x 33 x 5 feet water as the data 
upon which to proceed; accordingly commencing from Rice Lake, into 
which the navigation must be understood as made available by the 
requisite operations formerly reported and estimated, and for per- 
spicuity and reference sake shall divide the whole route into five sec- 
tions, commencing from the Rice Lake, thus: 


22 
Section 1st. From Rice Lake to Peterborough, 21 80 
34 
” 2nd.” Peterborough to outlet of Clear Lake 14 80 
” 3rd.” Outlet of Clear Lake to Bobcaygean 
40 
lock and rapids woe BL BO 
24 
” 4th, =” Bobcaygean to Balsam Lake Portage 26 80 
40 
” Sth. ” Balsam Lake to Lake Simcoe 16 80 
Making in all, 110 miles 


With reference to section No. 1, the first obstacle presenting itself 
is the bar at the outlet of the Otanabee River, over which, in some sea~ 
sons, at lowest summer water, there is not more than eighteen inches; 
from this point of difficulty to within half a mile of Peterboro’, or at 
Whitlaw’s Rapids, a distance of 21 miles, the river presents a fine avail- 
able stream for moderate sized steamers, with the exception of three 
trifling obstructions, as shewn in the accompanying plan and section, 
viz. Danger Field, Robinson’s Island, and Yankee Bonnet Shoals,’ over 
which, at lowest summer water, 18 inches will be the utmost, and would 
not even have reached that but for the exertions made last summer, or 
summer before, in removing the round bolders from the channel, and 
placing them in heaps or piles, out of the fair way, by a grant (I under- 
stand) from the Provincial Parliament, laid out under Commissioners 
appointed for the purpose, and which in so far as such partial improve- 
See Mrs, ‘Traill's explanation of the name on p. 371 below. 
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ments go, appears to have been a benefit to the navigation. The next 
obstruction, in rotation, is the Whitlaw’s Rapids, a pitch of about 2 
feet 9 inches (2-9;) at this point considerable expense has been in- 
curred, in clearing the bottom from bolders and in forming buttresses 
therewith to contract and deepen the bed of the river, and which seems 
to have so far succeeded; but, at the same time, the benefit seems to 
have been counteracted on the other hand by the increase of current, 
which, as a matter of course, the contracting the channel has had the 
effect of creating, although not so great as to prevent the steamer Nor- 
thumberland, a twin boat of particular construction, and drawing very 
little water (say 2~6,) laid on that route by individual enterprise, to 
surmount at a moderate pitch of water, when she readily gains the 
extent of the navigation of the Otanabee River in its present state, in 
the basin immediately below the town, and at the foot of the 9 mile 
rapids, having surmounted with ease a small ripple of a few inches 
difference of level, at the narrows between the Little Lake and upper 
bay. Thus terminating the first section of difficulties on the route, viz. 
the bar at the mouth of the river, Danger Field, Robinson’s, and Yankee 
Bonnet Shoals, with Whitlaw’s rapid, and small rapid above, making 
in all, from Rice Lake to Peterboro’, a difference of level of 4 feet 6 
inches. 

The next and more serious obstruction to the navigation of the 
Otanabee River, presents itself prominently in a series of uninterrupted 
rapids and chutes from Peterboro’ Bay to above Herriot’s mill, in Douro, 
and into the now dead water of Katchiwannoe Lake, a distance of 9% 
miles,’ and rising no less than 147-6 feet odd, on which portion of 
section 2nd are situated, above Peterboro’ bridge, Hall’s mills, built for 
the use of the settlement by Government some years ago, taking the 
water from the river above the mill by a very long aqueduct, and by 
the construction of a dam across the river, as shewn upon the accom- 
panying detailed plans, having a head and fall of 12-7 8/10 feet. This 
dam has the effect of sending the water as far back as point A on the 
plan—from thence to the tail water of Stevenson’s saw mill, the river 
preserves its general character of rapids and swift water, and generally 
deep, say from 3 to 4 feet; above this point is situated Mr. Stevenson’s 
mill dam, of rude construction, but it is presumed sufficient for all the 
purposes required, making a head and fall of 2-7 feet, and throwing 
the water as far back as point B on the plan—from which to the next 

1These Nine-Mile Rapids, so different from the present navigation, form another 
cogent reason for believing that Champlain's Indian expedition of 1615 avoided 
the long and arduous route vid Stoney Lake by using the Chemong carrying-place; 


but if they did enter Stoney Lake, a shorter route to Rice Lake would be by the 
Indian River, though it would be then, as it is now, very shallow in many places. 
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artificial obstruction to the river, the same characteristic of rapid and 
chute prevails, until reaching Lee’s mill-dam and works, at which place 
a dam, on somewhat more substantial form and principle of construc- 
tion, affords a command of 13-1 2/10 feet of head and fall, and backs 
the water, with the exception of a slight current, as far as point C, at 
the foot of Mr. Reid’s clearance; from the mill pond, it is worthy of 
remark, that the water has been conducted scientifically by the late Mr. 
Lees along an expensive and well constructed canal to his mill, as shewn 
on the plan, and being somewhat through rock, must have cost a con- 
siderable amount—this work will be more particularly referred to when 
treating of the improvement. 

From point C. on the plan, or from the head of Lee’s mill pond, the 
river presents one continued series of rapids and chutes until reaching 
the dead water of Katchiwannoe Lake. The general character of the 
banks, high and rocky, and well bedded, affording excellent materials 
for lockage, &c. being of a good compact limestone. 

From the detailed plan accompanying, from actual survey, a more 
correct idea may be formed of the general character of the river than 
any attempt at description could convey, while at the same time the 
longitudinal section shews the continued rise, with the general depths of 
water, as found at the time of inspection. 

From the foot of Herriot’s rapids (on which an excellent saw mill is 
in operation, and a grist mill in progress of being erected) 8 feet-10-3 
of rise carries into the mill pond dead water, upheld at that level, say 
142 ft.-3-5 above Peterboro’ Bay, by a short substantial dam, as shewn 
on the plan and section, and backing the water over the former rapids 
into Katchiuwannoe Lake, at the lower extremity of which a shoal 
presents itself, an obstruction to the requisite navigable qualities, but of 
short duration. Next in order, and the only obstruction to the naviga- 
tion on the 2nd section, is the rapids at and opposite Young's house and 
mill, and the artificial obstruction of a dam thrown roughly across the 
river by Mr. Young, for the use of a very complete common principled 
grist mill, made to drive two runs of stones, with a total head and fall 
of only 3 feet, and during the particular period of my inspection, had 
only 24 inches, and affords an instance of what properly applied power 
may produce, with a due regard to economy of water. By the accom- 
panying plan it will be seen the enterprising proprietor has spared no 
pains in the construction of an aqueduct, &c. through a stony stratum to 
gain his end; as to the expediency or propriety of his throwing a dam 
across the river at the particular spot he has, will afterwards be con- 
sidered in this report, although it would appear to have materially 
benefited the navigation into the outlet of Clear Lake, by drowning the 
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rapids thereon and giving sufficiency of water over them, thus terminat- 
ing the second general section of the route. 

‘The next portion (forming the 3rd section) extends from Young's 
rapids to Bobcaygean, a distance of 3134 miles, rising 38-4 feet, and 
taking in its course Clear and Stoney Lakes, Peninsula Falls, Deer Bay, 
and Burleigh Chutes, and Buckhorn’s rapids or Hall’s mill, with the 
navigation of Buckhorn and Pigeon Lakes, with their shallows, &c. 

Then to resume at Young’s mill rapid, the navigation, in consequence 
of the dam already constructed, is complete, with the exception of 3 
in place of 5 feet water on the outlet of Clear Lake, until reaching the 
Peninsula Falls, through the rather intricate navigation of Clear Lake, 
among its rocky islands and sunken rocks, and along the splendid navi- 
gation of Stoney Lake, until reaching the head thereof, in the spacious 
basin into which the Falls disgorge themselves with boisterous rapidity 
from the several ragged and iron-bound outlets. To surmount the 
obstacle at this point (rise 25-8 3/10) seemed at first, and even on 
mature reflection and inspection, to be a work of somewhat of a serious 
nature, from the particular quality of the obstructions in the several 
openings and outlets and ravines of which the mass of adament obstruc- 
tion is composed, when after much search, a small channel, emitting the 
east quantity of water of the whole, afforded an opportunity of carry- 
ing the navigation over an ascent of 25-8~3, and into the water con- 
necting with Deer Bay, and at which point the dreaded iron-bound 
nature of the rock turned out to be the finest workable granite—the only 
instance of the real granite, in any quantity, which has come within my 
observation in either of the Provinces, with the exception of Buckhorn 
rapids, where it also exists; by the general plan the position of the lock- 
age can be seen—conceiving it unnecessary, so long as I had a correct 
section of the ravine, to have a detailed plan of the whole, particularly 
as such could not be properly done till winter, from the very intricate 
and insulated nature of the several islands, bluff points, &. Having 
gained the waters of the bay above, the next obstruction occurs at the 
outlet of Deer Bay, as shewn on the plan, where a rise of 2-2 6/10 
presents itself in a smart wicked chute or jump, in a short distance, but 
affords an excellent opportunity for improvement in the well-protected 
bay below, and advantageous ravine and low ground adjoining. Having 
overcome this obstacle, a small chute again interrupts the navigation, of 
18 inches, as shewn on the longitudinal sections of the route, until 
reaching Buckhorn rapids, on which are situated Hall’s mills, (and 
which point forms a particular feature in the line of communication, as 
‘commanding and regulating the whole surfaces of Buckhorn, Chemong, 
and Pigeon Lakes, up to Bobcaygean, 15%4 miles,) at which place a 
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difference of level occurs of 8-2.6/10, to be overcome, as afterwards 
described—and carry the navigation to Bobcaygean rapids and locks, 
thus terminating the 3rd sectional division of the route, from which to 
Balsam Lake Portage, a distance of 26% miles, and rising 34 feet, the 
4th section extends, comprehending the rapids and works at Bobcay- 
gean, the shallows from thence to Sturgeon Lake, the works at Cam- 
eron’s Falls and Balsam Rapids, and which present the following 
obstructions, namely—at Bobcaygean a rise of 5 ft. 5 in. 4 pts, and a con- 
tinuation of rapid of considerable extent, together with shallows, until 
reaching the outlet of Sturgeon Lake, and which has been attempted 
to be surmounted by the construction of a lock and a dam at consider- 
able expense, by a Provincial grant, but which has not as yet been avail- 
able, by some unaccountable oversight in three circumstances, from 
the level of the lower sill being equal to that of the lowest water in 
Pigeon Lake, in place of being the requisite Canal water depth below 
the same, say 3 feet for these purposes—from the dams above not being 
sufficient to retain a sufficient head of water over the shallows above, 
and lastly, from the loose and open nature of the cut from the above 
to the lock, not retaining the water for want of proper means being 
used in the construction, allowing the water to escape in the many 
crevices and open chasms which the nature of the ground presents, 
thereby rendering the works at this place entirely useless, without an 
adequate outlay to remedy the evil. 

The next and most serious obstruction to the navigation on this sec- 
tion occurs at Cameron's Falls, up to which point, after overcoming the 
difficulties at and above Bobcaygean, a most excellent line of navigation, 
in deep waters of Sturgeon Lake presents itself, when a rise of 24-10 2/10 
occurs, from the waters of the deep navigable inlet from Sturgeon Lake 
to the foot of Cameron’s Falls, into the still water of Cameron’s Lake, 
rendering the adoption of two locks and guard lock at a most convenient 
site, as shewn on the plan, necessary. None who have ever witnessed 
the scenery of Niagara Falls but must at once have the impression 
forced on their minds of a resemblance in miniature, in Cameron's 
Falls—the approach from Sturgeon Lake, between the high rocky 
banks, in their perpendicular grandeur, until instantaneously the Fall 
presents itself in the same horse-shoe form, with a curtain similarly 


1Named after Duncan Cameron, Provincial Secretary of Upper Canada, 
1817-1838, the original grantee of lot 23, Concession x, which included the falls. 
The modern name, Fenelon Falls, recalls Francois de Salignac de Fénelon, ex- 
plorer and Sulpician missionary, who spent the winter of 1669-70 at the Seneca 
village of Ganatsekwyagon (“opening in sand cliffs”) to the east of Rivitre Rouge 
and Frenchman’s Bay. The latter’ name commemorates the event—the first 
recorded residence of @ white man in the vicinity of Toronto. 
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arranged, affording behind it, from one shore to the other, a promenade. 
‘A commencement has been made by the enterprising proprietor, on an 
extensive scale, indicative of the rise and progress of a place of impor- 
tance, and which, doubtless, its central situation must insure; in addi- 
tion to a saw-mill, preparations are making for the erection of a grist 
and other mills, An inn of unusual extent and accommodation for a 
new country, has just been completed, together with the proprietor’s 
own and several other houses, store, &c. forms quite a village in a 
wilderness, 

Leaving Cameron’s Falls, the route continues somewhat shallow up 
the river, (until reaching Cameron’s Lake, which is in general very 
deep,) but which, by the operations at Cameron’s Falls, will readily 
be overcome, and thus carry the navigation over the shallows, foot of 
the Balsam Rapids, opposite the head of the Fork Island, and at which 
place the rapids may be said to commence, and although rising only 2 
ft. 8 in. into Balsam Lake, present a very protracted and serious inter- 
ruption, (compared to what the first impression did import,) as shewn 
in the detailed plan and section accompanying, and this accomplished, 
carries the navigation into Balsam Lake, 2272/10 ft. above the Rice 
Lake, and the summit level of the communication from the Bay of 
Quinte to Lake Simcoe and Huron, 592 ft. above the Bay of Quinte, 
and 118 ft. 6 in. above Lake Simcoe. The surface of Balsam Lake I 
purpose holding permanently near high water mark, for the purpose of 
giving sufficient water over the bar at the outlet of the Lake, head of 
Balsam rapids, as also to afford better access to the shore at the Por- 
tage, or the point where the cut of junction with the Talbot is intended 
to leave, besides saving many thousand pounds in excavation—thus 
terminating the 4th section, and commencing the Sth and last to Lake 
Simcoe—descending 118 ft. 53/10 in. in a total distance to the Lake 
of 16% miles, or to the point of junction with the Talbot, discharging 
itself into Lake Simcoe, 13%4 miles. 

In attempting a description of the obstructions on the section, I may 
commence by remarking generally that they are two-fold:—in the 
Talbot River, on the one hand, in its course holding out one line for 
consideration, in contra-distinction to carrying a continuous navigation 
over a most favourable country of 1334 miles, until intersecting the Tal- 
bot River in its more developed character for navigation, within 2% 
miles of Lake Simcoe, and in either affording sufficient scope for the 
duties of the Engineer. 

‘The Talbot River in its southern branch, taking its rise in a swamp 
to the west of Balsam Lake, continues winding in a very narrow and 
serpentine course for about 3 miles, until reaching the Forks or junction 
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with the north branch, at which point the river assumes a respectable 
navigable appearance for batteaux, and continues so, but in a very ser 
pentine course, until reaching the Long Portage and head of the Lost 
Channel, and continuation of Dry-bedded River, where the water finds 
its way under ground, and makes out “to day” again at about a mile 
below, from which the river continues as formerly described until reach- 
ing the Crooked or Wicked Rapids, of about half a mile in extent, along 
which we had great difficulty to float the canoes, with the baggage and 
provisions out, which brings the river into what may be called the com- 
mencement of the navigable portion, having at this point, by three suc- 
cessive rapids, descended about 55 ft. From this point to the Summer 
Portage, on the plains, or near the head of the next rapids and flood 
wood interruptions, the river preserves a navigable character, being 
from 70 to 100 ft. in width, and from 4 to 5 ft. in depth, with the ex- 
ception of a small interruption, about 41% miles from the Portage, of 
rocks and gravel in form of a shoal and rapid, which might easily be 
overcome. 

From this point (the Summer Portage) the rapids commence, and 
continue, interspersed with short stretches of still water and jambs of 
flood wood, until reaching the termination of any thing like serious 
interruption at point T. on the plan, from which, downwards, may be 
reckoned the really available portion of the Talbot River for improve- 
ment, and which, from the detailed plan accompanying, made out from 
actual survey, at much inconvenience to the party, will appear to be 
of a nature somewhat doubtful in its present state—the radii of the sur- 
vey being such as to render the ready navigation by the description of 
craft intended to be used on this inland communication at least difficult, 
although the elbows may be materially relieved of their acuteness, from 
which point until reaching Lake Simcoe no material difficulty occurs, 
with the exception of flood wood, but what lockage will easily over- 
come. 

Having reached the mouths of the river along 8, 10, 18, and 20 ft. 
water for the last 3 or 4 miles, as shewn in the plan, the progress into 
the lake is impeded by the existence of a gravelly and sandy bar of con- 
siderable extent into the lake, as per plan and section, affording at low 
water not more than 2 ft. 6 in. in the fair way, but which can be re- 
moved and permanently secured against filling up by the construction 
of piers properly thrown out. 

Of the capabilities of the Talbot, from its confluence with Lake 
Simcoe to the commencement of the rapids, there can be but one opin- 
ion, although that is in some degree shackled from the very circuitous 
nature of its course, making, for instance, a distance by following the 
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river, of 30 miles to Balsam Lake, whereas by a direct line from the 
present Indian Landing, or rather from a more convenient basin one- 
eighth of a mile above, the distance would be reduced to 16% miles, 
thereby not only avoiding many inconvenient turns, as shewn in the 
plan, but shortening the distance greatly, say 3% miles. 

Having thus endeavoured to lay before your Excellency the difficul- 
ties and obstructions to be overcome, in order to render what I conceive, 
after mature deliberation, the most eligible route for a water communi- 
cation available to connect Lake Simcoe with Rice Lake; I shall, in 
order as they occur, suggest such operations as I consider will be re- 
quired to accomplish the end in view. 

But prior to entering into the details of the route proposed for adop- 
tion, it may not be out of place to remark, that in gaining the extremity 
of the Ist or lower section, viz. Peterborough Bay, the attention was 
naturally called to look around for an outlet—appearances indicating 
that the navigable qualities at that point ceased. When my attention 
was naturally drawn towards the ultimate object of my search—the 
direction of the head waters—Chemong or Mud Lake naturally attracted 
attention; however forbidding its appearance in the present state at low 
water, through which a canoe can be paddled but with difficulty, and 
the general report as to its inadequacy to any thing like navigable pur- 
poses, nevertheless, I resolved on trial, and steering my course in that 
direction, following a natural ravine and apparently low ground, leaving 
the bay at the convenient basin, as shewn on the plan, and passing 
through chiefly the unlocated town lots of Peterboro'—crossing the 
communication road at Mr. Dixon’s gate, and thence bending north- 
ward in easy curvature through convenient ground, until reaching by 
easy ascent the height of land between Peterboro’ and Chemong Lake, 
in the shortest feasible route between the two waters which afterwards, 
contrary to my expectation, on applying the level, I found not to exceed 
50 feet above Chemong Lake, thereby offering a probability of the 
internal or cross-the-country line, being worthy of attention; still as the 
Otanabee, in its circuit, had to form the criterion of competition, I 
resolved not to abandon it without an examination, particularly as the 
land route did not hold out any very flattering inducement to at once 
adopt it; however, when on the ground, and as the country afforded an 
excellent portunity of ascertaining the gross difference of level, and 
at the same time afforded data for a sectional view of the country for 
whatever purposes its capabilities afterwards might be deemed sus- 
ceptible, I instituted a set of levels across from Chemong or Mud Lake 
to Peterboro’ Bay, and found I had the quantity of 189 ft. of difference 
of level or lockage to contend with, and of course to be encountered, 
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in the several obstructions in the Otanabee, in its elbow course, a differ- 
ence of level, which somewhat staggered my confidence, being led to 
believe that the difference (of level) was inconsiderable, as stated in 
my report on the Trent: but having soon thereafter an opportunity of 
proving those levels by a series from Chemong Lake, down through 
Buckhorn and Peninsula Falls, and down the long rapids of the Otana- 
bee to Peterboro’, putting the matter beyond all doubt, which led to the 
idea (taking into account the probability of a proportionate increase 
on the several remaining sections of the route from the original con- 
jectures on the subject) of addressing the Interim Report, which I had 
the honor of handing your Excellency personally, and thereon receiving 
your Excellency’s further instructions, which the importance and con- 
sideration of the subject required. 

I would further remark, that in consequence of the tenor of my in- 
structions, and from circumstances occurring since the issuing of the 
address, and in obedience to your Excellency’s commands, originating 
from such circumstances, viz—"The reputed eligibility of a route 
“existing to connect these waters by way of Stoney Lake, with Belmont, 
“Ball, and Crow Lakes, and thence with the Rideau Canal head waters 
“on the Crow River,” — 

In consequence, and with the view of leaving no room to doubt as 
to the most eligible, I inspected the reputed route, in a most arduous 
and unsatisfactory exploration of that country, in its iron bound coasts 
and islands, continued rapids and vexatious portages, over hill and dale 
—occupying myself and part of my hands nine days, serving only fully 
to establish the impossibility of finding a practicable route in that direc- 
tion for a canal communication. 

From Crow Lake, which I reached by the several continuous rapids 
and blind portages described by way of Belmont and Ball Lakes, and 
finding no prospect of reaching the head waters of the Rideau from 
either of those points, although from the cursory knowledge I have of 
the direction of the Rideau’s head waters, I had all along been con- 
vinced of the probability of finding a choice of communication from 
thence to the upper lakes, although at much sacrifice of lockage, but 
not in the direction reported to your Excellency; I reached the Marmora 
Tron Works, and from thence descended the Crow River, and from 
thence by Heely’s Falls, on the Trent—fixing beyond doubt, that the 
Otanabee was the most probable, and in all likelihood, the only prac- 
ticable route for the object in view. 

Having thus described the endeavors to establish the most eligible 
route, I now come to lay before Your Excellency the operations re- 
quired on the different sections to render them available for navigation, 
commencing in rotation, as formerly, from Rice Lake; and under sec- 
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tion 1, occur, the Bar at the mouth of the River, the Shallows of Dan- 
gersfield, Robinson's Island, and Yankee Bonnet,’ and which I would 
propose surmounting by such additional height to the dam at Asphodel 
bridge, (proposed as necessary for the improvement of that portion of 
the Trent) as will maintain Rice Lake permanently at or near high 
water mark, and which from the slight difference of level from Rice 
Lake to Whitlaw’s Rapids, (about 2 ft. 9 in.) can easily be done; at 
the same time, I would recommend the closing up the centre channel 
of the mouth of the Otanabee, with the view of assisting either of the 
others, in having a clear passage, and preventing the formation of an 
additional bar, which would be apt to form, if not artificially prevented, 
and which the formation of piers will ensure. 

In raising the waters of Rice Lake a decided general advantage will 
arise to the surrounding country, in rendering the whole comparatively 
healthy, and insure, at a trifling expenditure, an available navigation to 
Peterboro’, at all times, by the simple adoption of a dam and lock at 
Whitlaw’s Rapids, which is the next obstruction on this section, thereby 
throwing back water over the Little Lake, sufficient to drown the ripple 
at the Narrows between the lake and bay, and throw sufficient water 
into No. 1 lock of the collateral cut from Entrance Bay; thus carrying 
the navigation from Asphodel Bridge to Peterboro’, 40 miles, at an 
expense of, per estimate, £4,246. 19s. a very inconsiderable amount 
indeed, when compared to the advantages to be derived, the enumera- 
tion of the whole of which I do not consider comes within the immediate 
sphere of this report. 

Section 2nd.—From Peterboro’ to Clear Lake, 1444 miles, and rising 
147 feet, with a continuation of rapid for 9 miles, until reaching Her- 
riot’s mill pond in Katchiuwannoe Lake, and thereafter the rapids at 
‘Young’s mill, of short duration. 

To overcome these, (the most serious obstruction on the whole route) 
there can be but one opinion, pointed out in the extreme facilities the 
river affords in its universally high and well defined banks, and the 
convenience afforded for the construction of dams at suitable distances, 
to render the intermediate spaces available, the practicability of which 
system has been so amply tested on the Rideau communication, that 
leaves not a doubt as to the applicability in the present instance, while 
the existence of tolerably sized dams at present, proves the facility with 
which such can be constructed where required. But although I should 
recommend the system as generally applicable to the nine mile rapids, 
yet, as will be seen by the accompanying detailed and minute plans, I 
propose leaving the river at the Little Bay, immediately contiguous to 


3For Mrs. Traill’s explanation of the name see p. 375. 
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the store-house, and making part of the present marsh and Bay, a re- 
ceiving basin, and carrying the navigation inland through the town of 
Peterboro’, as nearly parallel with the streets as now laid out as pos- 
sible, along favourable low ground, and well suited to lockage—bounded 
by the natural mound or bank on the western side—bending its course 
round to the plain lots, until reaching the natural ravine at R, to which 
point the levels naturally lead, as shewn on the accompanying plan and 
section, until reaching the river at S, and into the dead water from Hall’s 
mill-dam, or from the termination of the mound referred to, to cary 
on a continued navigation to the summit line of Lee's mill-pond, for 
which the ground is favourable; and as this would appear in the mean- 
time to be more eligible, it may be deemed sufficient to estimate on this 
Jine, leaving the adoption as a matter of expediency hereafter, when the 
works may go into operation. 

I would, therefore, propose for the present, the continuation of the 
cut to Lee’s mill-pond, by which all the mill operations will be left 
undisturbed, and the wicked chain of rapids avoided. 

Having gained the mill-pond by a collateral cut of 2% miles, with 
5 locks, making 56 ft. lift, and the necessary bridges, &c. for the accom- 
modation of the public, the dam and lock system will come into good 
play, until reaching the foot of Herriot’s rapids—by the several locks, 
dams and excavations, as shewn on the plan and section, from which a 
collateral cut of one-eighth of a mile will be necessary to carry the line 
past the mill and rapids, and avoid interfering with the operations 
thereof, which are likely to become extensive, and secure a more con- 
venient and ready mode of passing this particular spot of difficulty, than 
by following the river and then by raising and strengthening the present 
dam, a sufficiency of water can be backed up, with no inconvenience to 
the adjoining lands, to the foot of Young’s rapids—covering the small 
rapids at the outlet of Katchewannoe Lake, and throwing sufficient 
water into the lock of 3 ft. lift at Young’s, as shewn on the plan and 
section—from which to the waters of Clear Lake, a short cut of 70 
yards in length, averaging 6 ft. deep, through a gravelly section, will 
carry the navigation (and completing section 2nd) from Peterboro’ to 
Clear Lake, 14% miles, and rising 146-10 plus 3 2/10-150 ft. and at 
an estimated expense of £66,524 14s. 1d. 

Section 3rd—From Young’s to Bobcaygean, including in its course, 
through Clear and Stoney Lakes, the Peninsula Falls, Burleigh Chutes, 
Deer Bay, Buckhorn Rapids, and the navigation of Buckhorn and 
Pigeon Lakes. 

Having gained the waters of Clear Lake, the only operation required 
to complete the navigation to Peninsula Falls will be a properly con- 
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structed dam, to raise the waters of Clear and Stoney Lakes 2 ft. above 
their present heights, so as to give sufficiency over the outlet of the 
lakes at lowest summer water, which cannot in any way interfere with 
adjoining lands, the general character of Clear and Stoney Lakes being 
rocky and barren shores, and in general very abrupt. The Peninsula 
Falls, gross rise of 25-8 3/10, I propose surmounting by 3 locks and 
extended wing walls, with the requisite guard lock at the head or sum- 
mit to regulate the spring floods. From this point the navigation con- 
tinues through Deer Bay, until reaching Burleigh Rapids, a pitch of 2 
ft. 2 in. at which place a most favourable opportunity presents to sur- 
mount, what otherwise would have been attended with trouble and 
expense, in the placing of a lock in the neck of a Peninsula, as shewn 
upon the general plan, with the necessary excavation, &. which will 
carry the navigation, by the construction of a dam at this place over 
the little chute to Buckhorn Lake extremity, of rock excavation, as also 
in the raising of the present or the construction of an additional dam, 
sufficient to deaden the rapids and swift water above, and throw suffi- 
cient additional head in Buckhorn, Chemong and Pigeon Lakes, so as 
to retain those waters at high water mark, and thereby insure a constant, 
safe navigation to Bobcaygean Rapids, where terminates section 3rd, 
in a distance of 3114 miles, ascending 38 ft. 4 in. at an expense of 
£21,102 2s. 5d. 

Section 4th—From Bobcaygean to Balsam Portage (to Lake Sim- 
coe.,) 26% miles — 

Will require the re-construction of the lock at Bobcaygean, the lower 
sill being placed, as already stated, at least 3 ft. too high, besides the 
dimensions of the lock chamber being too contracted for the present 
contemplated scale, being only 28 ft. in the clear; the cut from the lock 
head to the bay above will require considerable enlargement and deep- 
ening, so as to admit of being properly secured by lining, &c. to prevent 
the escape of the water through the open fissures of the loose rock, as 
provided for in detailed estimate; the re-constructions and increased 
height to the present dam, with the addition of a smaller one, between 
the upper island and main land, as shewn upon the plan, with the view 
of giving a sufficiency of wall over the long continued shallows in the 
river above to Sturgeon Lake—which gained, gives a splendid navi- 
gation for any sized craft to Cameron's Falls, and to the very foot 
thereof, where a most favourable opportunity occurs for lockage into 
Cameron’s Lake, or rather the river leading to said lake, as shewn on 
detailed plan and section of that place, surmounting the difference of 
level of 24/10 2/10, by two locks advantageously located on the brink 
of the rocky bank, with the addition of a guard lock and excavation 
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into the river or mill-pond above—in a distance of only 265 yards, 
and averaging 6 ft. cutting, passing between the hotel and saw-mill, 

Before leaving the extended and fine navigable water of Sturgeon 
Lake, it may not be out of place to refer your Excellency simply to the 
fact of the existence of one of the most favourable opportunities ever 
presented to open up the same extent of country, by so very little assis- 
tance from art, as the waters of Scugog River and Lake afford, passing 
in the course from Sturgeon Lake, from the south-west angle of Fene- 
lon, through the whole of Ops (40 miles in extent, interrupted only by 
the rapids at Purdy’s mill), touching on Manvers, watering the whole 
of Cartwright, and part of Reach, at the upper extremity of the lake, 
and even extending its ramificated contributory branches, rendered par- 
tially available (and which little local enterprise would make perfectly 
so,) into Mariposa, Brock, and Whitby, and as a matter of course not 
confining its spreading influence to these alone, but enabling an avail- 
able communication being opened up from the safe and convenient Bay 
of Windsor (where it is now in contemplation to construct a harbour) 
by a railroad, or a good macadamized road, for the present, from which 
point the head of the extended navigation seems to be distant only 18 
miles, and which, as already shewn on the particular report on that 
subject, can be rendered available by the simple operation of one dam 
and lock below the present site of Purdy's mill, and at an expense not 
exceeding £2500, (under proper management)—thereby affording an 
immediate relief to those rapidly settling Districts—at a trifling outlay, 
until the through main channel of communication should be opened 
up, and then affording a permanent local benefit to the Townships 
immediately bordering on the Scugog River and Lake, as also on the 
contributaries, the Non-can and Cross Creeks. 

To resume my sectional description of the main line:—Having gained 
by the operations stated, the summit of Cameron's Lake, as the river 
above the dam, particularly at the outlet into Cameron’s Lake, at low 
water, does not exceed 18 inches, it will be necessary that the dam now 
existing, and which is one of the most substantial and creditable pieces 
of workmanship I have seen in the Province, should be raised from 
2 to 3 ft. to assist in giving sufficiency of water over the bar at the 
mouth of the river, where some rock excavation will also be necessary; 
but if the banks will bear it, and I have no doubt but they will, even 
a greater increase would be advantageous, not only in the saving of 
rock excavations at this point (under water) but in materially assisting 
operations at the foot of Balsam Rapids, which point the navigation 
reaches easily through the deep Cameron’s Lake, and up either of the 
channels of the river, communicating with Balsam Rapids and Lake, 
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where operations of considerable magnitude, compared to the trifling 
difference of level, will be requisite to connect with Balsam Lake, in 
the construction of a lock of 3 ft. lift—and a continuous excavation, 
chiefly through rock, for 450 yards to the river above, at point B, where 
a dam will also be required to throw sufficient water over the bar and 
into Portage Bay—on the summit level of the chain of communications, 
from the Bay of Quinte to Lakes Simcoe and Huron, making a distance 
of section 4th of 26% miles, and rising 34 ft. at an expenditure of 
£25,546 16s. 2d. Currency, being a total difference of level above 
Rice Lake, with the increased head on Balsam Lake of 227 ft; above 
the Bay of Quinte,—592 ft.—assuming Balsam Lake to be 3 ft. above 
July mark, and 118-6 ditto above Lake Simcoe, and assuming Lake 
Huron, as shewn on the map, 594 ft. above the sea, would seem to leave 
a difference of level between Lakes Simcoe and Huron of 110 ft. odd, 
say 110 ft. 6 in. 

‘Next comes the last sectional division of the route No. 5, and one, 
as already stated, upon which there is sufficient scope for the Engineer's 
duties—not in point of any very untoward difficulties to be surmounted, 
but in the proper selection of the most eligible route from Balsam Lake 
to Lake Simcoe, between which there is a difference of level of 118- 
5-3 in the present state of the waters, an amount far beyond what was 
anticipated, and which, consequently, suggested the strictest investiga~ 
tion into the merits of the two probable routes already spoken of, viz. 
to follow, as much as may be available, the course of the Talbot River 
from its source downwards—or to adopt an eligible line for a more 
continuous navigation from Balsam to Lake Simcoe, and for which 
latter the face of the country affords (with the exception of a trifling 
rise near Balsam Lake) an opportunity equalled only in one instance 
in the course of my observation in either Province, and in that for a 
more limited distance (viz. on the line for a continuous Canal from Lake 
St. Francis to Lake St. Louis, which runs through the Seigniory of 
Beauharnois, and which I estimated last year for the Honourable Ed- 
ward Ellice, in contra-distinction to the other side of the river—the 
expense being much less.) Still, how-much-soever I might be disposed 
to avail of such facility for continuous navigation by a cut to Lake 
Simcoe direct, yet there are circumstances sufficiently urgent to give the 
preference to a medium between the two, and which, I have no doubt, 
will present the most eligible for adoption, as in tracing the Talbot 
River from its commencement in the great swamp near Balsam Lake 
to Lake Simcoe, in all its freaks of serpentine curvature, which I did 
in the month of June, when the water was very low, as well as in the 
months of October and November—I fully came to the opinion that to 
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follow the Talbot higher up (as for the sake of description I would beg 
leave to reverse the order and commence from Lake Simcoe,) thus the 
commencement of the rapids, at McQuaig’s rapids or house, as marked 
Q on the accompanying detailed plan, made from actual survey, with 
the view of ascertaining the real nature of the river, would not only be 
exposing the works to much tardiness of execution from the limited 
period in which operations could be carried on among a continuation 
of rapids, but at the same time, when done, would add much to the 
length of the communication—the direct line with the point of junction 
with Balsam Lake being only 13% miles in extent—and although I 
should certainly look forward ultimately to carry the navigation to this 
point, or into the Simcoe Portage reach—yet, in the mean time, I would 
suggest the propriety of leaving the Talbot either at the convenient and 
commodious basin, as shewn on the plan at D, 1% miles above the 
mouth, &c. or above the termination of the lately constructed road from 
Balsam Lake—and from the said basin, or point T, to carry an inland 
cut to Balsam Lake, as per line delineated red on the plan, with the 
necessary 12 locks of, in all, 116 feet lift, as thereon shewn, or as may 
afterwards be found more convenient to locate; for which, as already 
stated, the section of the country is most favourable, with the exception 
of considerable rock excavation in bedded limestone on leaving Balsam 
Lake, which, however, will meet well the purposes of lock building, of 
which there will require to be in all the inland cut 12 locks, (of different 
feet lift each) besides on the Talbot River, between Lake Simcoe and 
Talbot basin, of nominal feet lift, with the requisite continuous excava- 
tion, culverts, bridges, &c. together with the necessary operations at the 
mouth of the river, in the removal of the bar and by the construction of 
piers, to prevent its again forming; thus overcoming the obstruction in 
this section, by an inland continuous cut from Balsam Lake to Talbot 
River at T, of 13% miles, with 12 locks thrown at suitable distances, 
as shewn on the plan and sections, by one lock on the Talbot River, 
if found necessary, and the construction of the necessary works at the 
mouth of the river, in all 16%4 miles; descending 121-1 3/10 feet by 
lockage, or 118-5 7/10 natural difference of level, at an expenditure 
of £121,212 18s. 1d. Currency. 

For the sake of perspicuity, I beg leave to annex a recapitulation of 
the whole for your Excellency’s information, which at one view will 
shew the abstract of operations required, amounting in all to the sum 
of £262,067 16s. 4d. and for which I consider these works may be 
constructed in a permanent, substantial, and workmanlike manner, and 
under a similar specification as intended for the Trent works, viz.—“Of 
good substantial hammer-dressed masonry, with ashler hollow quoins, 
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comers, and coping, wooden sills, &c. &c.”—Thus opening up an unin- 
terrupted water communication from the Bay of Quinte to Lake Simcoe, 
a distance of about 195 miles, and 706-4 feet of lockage, for the sum 
of £495,515 odd, Currency, including the Trent estimate, which 
amounts to £233,447 6s. 11Ysd. Currency. 


RECAPITULATION 





Sec. Description of Route Miles Rise ~—- Dms__ Loc. Amount 





No. From Rice Lake to Peter- 
1 borough, including the 
bar at the mouth of the 
Otanabee, Danger’s 
Field, Robinson's & ft. in, 
‘Yankee Bonnet Shallows, 
Whitlaw's Rapids, &. 21 


gis 


4.6 221 4,246 19 0 
3 Tock. 





2 From Peterborough to 
Clear Lake, including 
the nine mile Rapids, 
Herriott’s Rapids, 
Katchiwannoe Lake, & 
‘Young's Rapids “4 


als 


M76) 6 466,524 14 


3° From Young's outlet of 
Clear Lake to Bobcay- 
gean, including Clear 
and Stoney Lakes, 
Peninsula Falls, 
Burleigh Chutes, Buck- 
horn's Rapids, Buck- 
horn’s Lake, Chemong 
and Pigeon Lakes 31 


Bs 


38 4 20-2 5 LOR 2 5 


4 From Bobcaygean to Came- 
ron’s Falls and Balsam 
Lake Portage, including 
Sturgeon Lake, with Bob- 
caygean Rapids, Shallows 
above Rapids, Dams 
there—Dam at or below 
mouth of Little Bobcay- 
gean, navigation of Stur- 
geon Lake, Cameron's 
Falls & Shallows, Came- 
ron's Lake, Balsam 
Rapids and Balsam 


Lake, 26 34 0-35 (R546 16-2 
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Sec. Description of Route Miles Rise. |= Dms_ Loc. Amount 





5 From Balsam Lake to Lake 
Simcoe, including colla- 
teral cut to Talbot River, 





Locks thereon, clearing Fall of 
‘of Flood Wood, and piers Collateral 
at the mouth of Talbot, Cut. 
Harbour, 16 853 12 12121218 1 
Amounting to £235,643 9 10 
Lock-Masters houses, & 2,600 0 0 
£238,243 9 10 
To which add contingencies & management &c. 10 per Cent 23,824 6 6 
Total amount of Estimate, (£262,067 16 4 
N. H. BAIRD, 
Civil Engineer, 
December, 1835. MICEL. 


Having now, for your Excellency’s information, submitted the result 
of my labours, and of a more protracted survey than I had anticipated, 
arising from circumstances which oftentimes give rise to, and create 
more difficulties in the progress of the Engineer's operations than the 
real difficulties presented, namely, the different supposed routes which 
offer themselves to consideration, as imagined eligible, through the 
different sections of country in which they occur, and pressed upon the 
attention as the best, or as in many instances, the only practicable 
route——thereby diverting the attention and occupying that time which 
would have been more advantageously directed to the natural course 
of the communication, but which, from the circumstance of a doubt 
existing or possibility thereof, leaves no alternative but to follow out 
such, if in any way feasible; and under such impression, I was led to 
make the tour of the back line of Lakes, Rapids and Portages, from 
Stoney to Crow Lake, which, as already stated, serves but to confirm 
the prior opinion of improbability, as also in examining the lay of the 
country, through the different Townships of Eldon and Fenelon, as 
directed in your Excellency’s detailed instructions, per Lieutenant 
Colonel Rowan’s communication of date 16th June last, particularly 
the portions bordering on, and in the proximity rather of Lake Simcoe 
and Sturgeon Lake; but soon ascertaining that such a route must entail 
with it, not only a very material increase in distance, but at the same 
time an increase in lockage, and without any certain supply of water 
from a summit level, the country rising gradually towards that course 
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from the Talbot valley (certainly the lowest ground in that section of 
country) until again falling into the Scugog—and having followed that 
fine river and more extended lake navigation to its head, and ascer- 
taining, geographically speaking, that that route, although apparently 
feasible towards Lake Simcoe, would be entirely too circuitous. 

After due consideration of the matter in all its bearings, and weighing 
the merits of the junction with Lake Simcoe, through the Scugog route, 
which must have been down the valley of the Little Talbot to Beaver- 
town, a stream by no means bearing comparison with its greater rival 
of the same name, independent of the want of accommodation for 
shipping, except at a very great outlay of money, and by the Scugog 
Lake route, following either the North-Cross-Creek route, 7 miles above 
Purdy’s mill, into the centre of Mariposa, where the height of land 
‘occurs—or continuing up the Lake, take the Noncan River or Creek 
at the north-west angle of Cartwright, and crossing the south-west angle 
of Mariposa, gain the height of land in Brock, and from thence descend 
into Lake Simcoe, down the Black River Valley, which holds out no 
particular inducement or accommodation for lake craft, which at times 
will be hard enough pressed to find shelter, all independent of the geo 
graphical objection in point of distance—not only in a local view, from 
Sturgeon Lake to Lake Simcoe, but in following up the ulterior object 
of continuing the chain of communication with Lake Huron—all of 
which will be avoided, and the grand object of the most direct and least 
expensive mode of connecting these waters obtained by the Balsam Lake 
route; and the Talbot River, as now estimated, besides having the 
double advantage of bearing out the general character of the whole 
line as an internal communication, opening up a widely extended and 
valuable country, and one which promises, ere long, to be second to no 
proportionate space of inland country in the Province, in point of capa~ 
bilities of improvement, productions and opportunities for enterprise. 

For the general line of communication and its connection with the 
adjacent and surrounding country, and shewing that the line as now 
surveyed and estimated is not only the most direct that can be found, 
but the one most calculated to develop the resources of the fertile and 
valuable country through which it passes, I would beg to refer your 
Excellency to the accompanying general plan which I have had com- 
piled (by Mr. F. P. Rubige, D.P.S.) to shew the whole line at one view, 
with the different works proposed to render the whole navigable, by 
which it will be seen that from the Bay of Quinte to Lake Huron, the 
general direction of the communication maintains a pretty straight 
course—that assuming the section from Lake Simcoe to Huron as prac- 
ticable, and which I extremely regret was not in my power, on account 
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of the advanced state of the season, to have examined, as stated by 
your Excellency as desirable, when I last had the honour of an inter- 
view, and with which intention I did proceed to the Narrows of Lake 
Simcoe, from the Talbot River, when the difficulty of procuring a proper 
canoe and crew, and accommodation proper for the excursion, (having 
left my canoe, &c. at the Talbot, to complete some measurements, under 
an assistant,) added to the apprehension, which afterwards turned out 
to be well founded, of being frozen up in some of my operations below, 
resolved me (then the Sth of November,) to abandon the task; but still 
I had the satisfaction of gleaning a considerable deal of information 
from the kindness of an individual in Orillia, who is much interested 
in the furtherance of the grand object—and in the perusal of a Report, 
drawn up by an Officer of Engineers, on the state of the Severn River, 
and which, from the general description therein given, would appear 
to be not more sectionally objectionable for improvement, than what 
has been met with on the lower sections of the route—the difference of 
level, as already stated, being about 110 ft. 

I would also state that I had, at the same time, an opportunity of 
gaining information as to the projected route (by a Mr. Boyde,) from 
Shingle Bay, but which from the general principle, as I understood the 
description, nearly double the lockage would have to be encountered, 
than by a gradual descent; besides, judging from past observation and 
experience, and studying the course of nature in her multiplied arrange- 
ments, it ever appears that the lowest pass between any two sections 
of country is generally, if not always indicated by the greatest discharge 
of water—although, as a matter of course, and one in all cases not to 
be avoided, the route may be somewhat circuitous. I would, therefore, 
be disposed to hazard the opinion, that either by the Severn or Notta- 
wasaga Rivers must be the line of communication, unless the latter be 
intercepted from Lake Simcoe by a considerable height of land, which 
T have not had an opportunity of examining; in support of which hypo- 
thesis, and which I consider by no means problematical, I would refer, 
as an example, to the country lying between Peterboro’ and Chemong 
Lake, around which the River Otanabee, the main outlet from these 
waters down the Trent, &, makes such a circuitous bend of no less 
than 23 miles—that having traversed the country between these points 
in all directions, for the purpose of endeavouring to find a practicable 
over-land route, and actually running levels of the most probable, I 
found the lowest ridge of land to be 49 ft. 4 8/10 above the waters of 
Chemong and Pigeon Lakes, diminishing proportionately, on approach- 
ing the outlet, and vice versa. I might quote many other instances, which 
have come within my observation, to strengthen the hypothesis, that 
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the country between Lakes Simcoe and Huron may have a similar 
sectional character—unless some convulsion of nature may have inter 
fered in the general arrangement. 

Having thus attempted to lay before your Excellency the result of 
a very minute and detailed examination of the country lying between 
Rice Lake and Lake Simcoe, with the lakes and waters thereon, and 
of a series of running and detached levels, as in terms of your Excel- 
ency’s instructions, and in pointing out what I conceive to be the most 
eligible line for connecting those lakes, I should now proceed to point 
out the prospective benefits likely to arise from the adoption and exe- 
cution of such a measure, but for which task I really do feel an inade- 
quacy to do the subject the justice its importance demands, whether 
considered in a political or commercial point of view: but as such is 
generally expected from, or to wind up, an Engineer's Report—par- 
ticularly if such should refer to operations proposed through any new 
(and scientifically unknown) country, as the route I have just had the 
honour to examine—I shall use my best endeavours to comply with the 
task. 

‘As the great object of Internal Improvement through any country, 
is to afford the means of cheap and expeditious transport for the re- 
sources thereof, and to afford the opportunity of connecting the most 
distant points of fertility and scenes of industry and enterprise with 
their respective marts, it follows that the shortest and most available 
route for such an object must be the sine-qua-non-data upon which to 
start—and which, with a due regard to the local interests at the same 
time through which such a line of communication may pass, for the 
development of the resources of wealth and enterprise, in which every 
section abounds, have been the regulating principles in the selections 
made, and which I flatter myself will be found unequalled in any other, 
in a geographical point of view, viz. the affording a thorough communi- 
cation for the produce of the Western countries bordering on Lakes 
Simcoe, Huron and Michigan—particularly Illinois, Indiana, Michigan 
and Huron Territories, and partially Ohio—all rising rapidly into the 
first scale of commercial importance, in their rich productions, now 
pouring down the rapids of Detroit and St. Clair, from and across those 
immense inland seas into Lakes Erie and Ontario, and by the famed 
speculation of the Erie Canal, which was at first, and for long, con- 
sidered to be so chimerical an undertaking; but now demanding, from 
the consequent development of those fertile regions, increased dimen- 
sions—still, however, subject to the inconvenience of such very hazard- 
ous circumnavigation, as a single glance at the map of the Province and 
adjoining States will demonstrate, and which every season affords fresh 
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instances of the melancholy occurrences, in the many shipwrecks and 
loss of life and property in consequence, must point out as an ulterior 
object to be gained, that the tide of the Western trade, at least a great 
proportion thereof, would naturally find its way by the safer, more expe- 
ditious and certain route, the Georgian Bay, and from thence down 
through the now proposed line of communication, by Lake Simcoe, the 
waters of the Newcastle District, and the Bay of Quinte, thereby saving, 
as already observed, not only the very perilous circumnavigation of 
Lakes Huron, Erie and Ontario, but absolutely shortening the route the 
inconceivable distance of 261 miles. 

Having reached the Bay of Quinte at the conflux of the splendid 
River Trent, so very susceptible of improvement, as shewn by the de- 
tailed Report I had the honour to address to your Excellency in 1833, 
the transit from thence to our own mart becomes a matter of ease and 
safety, either by the St. Lawrence or by the present available and certain 
navigation of the Rideau and Ottawa Canals, now in active operation, 
and, for our neighbours, affording an opportunity of transit and com- 
munication with New York market through the Upper Gap to Oswego— 
at which point the Erie Canal touches in its course—but as the St. 
Lawrence and Rideau must be allowed to be the natural outlet for 
Upper Canada, the proposed improvements, as a matter of course, 
should be contemplated in connection with these outlets, particularly the 
most practicable and available for general purposes of commerce, 
although when the gigantic improvements on the St. Lawrence are com- 
pleted, she must stand unrivalled in the annals of internal navigation in 
point of magnitude of construction—and which, of course, is intended 
to draw the Western trade in that channel, which the intended improve- 
ments from the Bay of Quinte to Lake Huron must insure. 

To the local advantages which, from the extent of country traversed, 
may with propriety be called national, it would almost be presumptuous 
to set limits, and in which I conceive I am borne out in the retrospective 
glance of the rapid strides now making towards settlement and develop- 
ment—I may say, from the Bay of Quinte to Lake Huron, under the 
most untoward and inconvenient circumstances a young country could 
expect to progress—land-locked with the worst of roads, where such 
exist, and equally so, with the present state of the river and lakes in 
their several insurmountable rapids, to any description of craft but the 
fragile bark canoe, and that only in descending—the improvement of 
which latter would unquestionably unfold the resources in a ratio I 
should be at a loss to name, was such an outlet afforded. 

To agriculture, the great stand-by of any country, I would add the 
immense increase in the article of lumber, of all descriptions, now car- 
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A SECTION OF CHAMPLAIN’S MAP OF 1632 
The Trent system is shown above Lac St. Louis (Lake Ontario) 
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ried on to a very limited extent (by a few of those enterprising, hardy 
speculators, with which the country so copiously abounds,) particularly 
in the article of staves, for which abundance of the finest oak exists, 
untouched and unvisited but by the Indian—affording, with an outlet, 
unlimited scope for individual enterprise throughout the whole line of 
communication, to say nothing of the vast importance in point of settle- 
ment of those fine Districts, bordering on and adjacent to the several 
extensive lakes, and which have of late drawn the attention of wealth 
and enterprise to their shores. 

Of the benefit to be derived from the opening of the Trent above, it 
may be conceived superfluous to again refer, having been discussed in 
my former report on that river and its contributaries—and would but 
briefly again refer to the importance of having an outlet for the wares 
of the Marmora Iron Works, so much required in a new country, and 
which may be viewed in a political or national, as well as commercial 
light. 

To sum up these cursory observations I would merely call your Excel- 
lency’s attention to the different Townships through which the com- 
munication is intended to pass in its course through the Home and 
Midland Districts, in number no less than nineteen, immediately border- 
ing on the waters of the communications, besides bringing into play as 
many more, with all their agricultural and commercial resources, with 
their respective already populous settlements, as sufficient guarantee, 
independent of the great through communication object, which, as a 
matter of course, must positively insure an ample return to the Province 
of the outlay required—really of secondary consideration to the object 
to be gained—and to the Home Government, in the ready settlement of 
those vast tracts of fine lands throughout the Province, now inaccessible, 
an ample return for any interest which the Mother Country might be 
induced to take in such a national undertaking—were it only with the 
limited view of enhancing the value of Crown Lands, but particularly, 
I should say, in rendering fully available the great outlays on the Ottawa 
and Rideau Canals, of which the contemplated communication may 
now be said to be a continuation. 

T would further remark—and perhaps it may be presumptuous in me 
so doing, but I feel as if I owed it as a duty to the land of my adoption, 
as well as within the sphere of my instructions—that if we intend to 
maintain our commercial importance in the scale of nations, and pre- 
serve for ourselves an independent port of entry for the Canadas, some- 
thing must be done, and that immediately, to secure such; and nothing, 
it is believed, will tend so much towards such a desirable object, as an 
early commencement of this internal work, which not only does more 
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immediately interest all Upper Canada in promoting, by any means, 
and at all hazards, but not less interested is Lower Canada—which 
should consider the cause as intimately and more immediately con- 
nected with her existence, as the outlet not only for all our exports, but 
as a natural reciprocating consequence, the imports into these Provinces. 
On this subject our enterprising neighbours on the other side are wide 
awake, and who make no hesitation in their different reports and re- 
marks on their further proposed communications, which have of late 
engaged their attention—and about some of which they seem in good 
earnest to make frequent allusion to the contemporary rival to all their 
projected lines to market—“The back waters of the Newcastle District 
and the River Trent.” Shewing distinctly the importance they attach to 
such a direct line from the far west—as likely to anticipate, if put in 
execution, their best exertions; but unless we be more active in the 
cause than we have hitherto shewn any disposition to be, I fear we shall 
be anticipated by their well known prompt and energetic measures, and 
that those natural facilities of communication may lay dormant, and the 
surrounding country and resources with it—and that the year now en- 
suing will go far to decide the question, I believe, is generally admitted 
on all hands, “whether we give up the cream of our resources, the Carry- 
“ing Trade, to a foreign power, thereby rendering all our immense 
“expenditure, as well as the bonus of the Mother Country, more an 
“injury than a benefit to the Province.” 

I would further remark, for your Excellency’s information, that whilst 
on the importance of the most prompt and energetic measures being 
used to open up the grand internal communication, so nearly and inti- 
mately connected with the vital interests of these Provinces, that as 
much of the intrinsic importance in the opening up such a communi- 
cation, having so many rival competitors, however-so-much in embryo, 
will depend upon an early commencement (as an earnest of the inten- 
tions of the Provincial Government) and expeditious execution, for the 
reasons I have endeavoured to assign, and which might be multiplied 
beyond the limits of this report the expediency of adopting such mea- 
sures and system in execution, as would as early as possible secure the 
results contemplated, and on which subject I would beg to refer your 
Excellency to the interim report I had the honor of submitting some 
months ago, (30th September) suggesting the expediency, for reasons 
therein assigned, of, in the first place, constructing with all expedition 
such works along the whole line of communication, as might at the 
smallest expense, (as per estimate of respective sections which I have 
all along purposely kept detached) open up the greatest extent of navi- 
gation, or in other words, the least expensive sections along the line, 
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such as on the River Trent—the dam only at Widow Harris’—the 
operations at Chisholm’s rapids—the dam above Heeley’s falls, and 
works at Asphodel Bridge or Crooks’ rapids—thereby opening up the 
navigation from Widow Harris’ (9 miles above the Bay of Quinte) to 
Percy Landing, 21 miles, and again from Heeley’s Falls to Peterboro’, 
by the construction of the small dam and lock of 3 feet lift at Whitlaw’s 
rapids, half a mile below Peterboro’, and again on the present section 
from Peterboro’ to Lake Simcoe, or more properly from Rice Lake to 
Lake Simcoe, by the construction of the dam at Buckhorn rapids, suffi- 
cient to maintain Chemong Lake at or about high water mark—by the 
water at Bobcaygean, Cameron’s Falls, and Balsam Rapids to Balsam 
Portage, with the proposed works on and at the mouth of the Talbot 
River—leaving the intermediate more expensive, but short sections, 
from the mouth of the Trent to Widow Harris’, 9 miles; from Percy 
Landing to head of Heeley’s Falls, 11 miles; again from Peterboro’ to 
‘Chemong Lake, 8 miles, in place of 30 miles, as per river and lakes as 
stated; and lastly, from Balsam Lake Portage to the basin on the Talbot 
River—to be railwayed in the mean time, for which it is rather remark- 
able, the whole of the ground of these intermediate sections affords the 
most favorable opportunity for construction that can be imagined or 
wished for, any descent that is being in the proper direction, and easy 
of formation. 

As an expedient only do I venture to suggest to your Excellency’s 
consideration, the adoption; at the same time I am perfectly convinced 
that the plan will meet with some local opposition, in the apprehension 
of its practical utility, superseding probably the necessity of (for some 
years) carrying the through water communication into operation, which 
‘would better suit for the transport of heavy lumber; but which objection 
I should be desirous of removing, by the construction at the most diffi- 
cult falls, of slides, which cost comparatively little, and much better 
suit the purpose for heavy lumber, than lockage; the intermediate rail- 
road system (without transhipment) serving every purpose of the trans- 
port of staves down—and the requisite outfittings for lumber establish- 
ments upwards—and for a general carrying trade, equally answering 
every purpose, until its increase should be such as to warrant the putting 
the whole in full operation. 

By this mode of adoption, the communication would be three years 
earlier opened up than in waiting for the completion of the whole—an 
immense saving in the interest of expenditure effected, such as would 
g0 far towards the formation of such expedients; and when the trade and 
traffic of the country should require, or when it might be found neces- 
sary to carry the grand scheme into effect, I am satisfied, from the ex- 
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perience I have had in conducting such heavy work. in the interior of 
a new country, that the facilities which such means of transport of 
materials &c, would afford, would compensate for the execution, taking 
credit for the raw material, and when it might be deemed necessary (if 
ever) to remove them, particularly applicable to the inland sections; 
in consequence, this latter argument would not bear so strong upon the 
9 mile section of the Trent. 

With the view of doing away with the only, at least the chief objection 
to the expedient system—the idea of frequent transhipment, I would 
propose that long and substantial steamers, of particular construction, 
should regularly ply to and from, on the intermediate extensive water 
communication, viz. from Widow Harris’ to Percy Landing, 21 miles. 


From Heeley’s Falls to Peterboro’, about .... 55 miles 
From Chemong Lake to Balsam Lake Portage .40” 
From Talbot River to the Narrows, or Kempenfeldt Bay, 

as the case may be, 2» 


‘And so arranged as to admit of the train of cars being transported at 
once, with their loadings, direct either from Lake Huron or Lake 
Simcoe, as the case may be, and which I am satisfied can be done in 
such a way as to be practically useful, and serve well the present, and 
until such time as it may be deemed proper to put the lockage system 
in execution, the prospective wants of the country; and for the purpose 
of enabling your Excellency to form an opinion on the merits of the 
plan, I annex an approximate estimate of the opening up the whole 
route from the Bay of Quinte to Lake Simcoe and Lake Huron, on the 
combined system, by which it would appear the whole may be accom- 
plished for the sum of £195,565 6s. 6d. currency, somewhat more 
than I formerly hazarded to your Excellency in my interim report, and 
may be completed in two and a half years from date of commencement. 

Having endeavoured to set before your Excellency the advantages 
likely to arise to these Provinces and the Mother Country from the 
early opening up of the communications now under review, in a com- 
mercial and political point of view, in so far as consistent with the 
limits of this Report, I should consider the task but half performed, did 
I not in some degree refer to the incalculable facilities which, in a mili- 
tary point of view, would, as a natural consequence, follow the com- 
pletion of such a work as connecting the Bay of Quinte with Lake 
Huron, or in reality, the Atlantic with the far West—completing the 
chain of communication (so generously commenced and so far com- 
pleted and practically useful to the country) from the Atlantic to 
Michigan and Sault St. Marie, by the works of the Carrillon, Chute au 
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Blondeau, and Grenville Canals on the Ottawa River, and thence by the 
Rideau to Lake Ontario, an internal navigation of immense extent, say 
1214 miles—but by the present circumnavigation already referred to, 
1475—difference 261 miles, in rounding the Upper Canada Peninsula 
by the River and Lake St. Clair, and by a lockage of apparently only 
33 ft. at Sault St. Marie, carry the navigation into Lake Superior and 
regions beyond, at little additional expense—thus admitting of the 
transport of stores to the most distant portions of the Province, with the 
greatest ease, certainty, and expedition, and in which point of view I 
would particularly call your Excellency’s attention to the combined system 
in point of despatch—having not the smallest doubt but the passage 
from the Bay of Quinte to Penetanguishine could be accomplished, on 
the combined system, in 30 hours—or even less. 

Having thus completed the result of the examination, levels, &. of 
the country between Rice Lake and Lake Simcoe, as in terms of your 
Excellency’s instructions, and in accordance with the spirit of the Ad- 
dress of the House of Assembly, of the important undertaking with 
which I have had the honour to be entrusted,—I beg leave to submit 
the whole for your Excellency’s information, trusting that I have fully 
complied with your Excellency’s intentions, and that if in any instance 
I may have exceeded my limits, that such has been dictated from a sense 
of the particular predicament in which our common interest seems 
placed; demanding that some active measures be adopted to save our 
best interests from passing into other hands, and diverting the Trade of 
the far West from its natural outlet, and which a cursory view of the 
general map will amply demonstrate. 

Thave the honour to remain, 
With much respect, 
Your Excellency’s 
Most obedient, humble Servant, 





December, 1835. 


ABSTRACT ESTIMATE 


Of the Expense of effecting a Communication from the Bay of Quinte 
to Lakes Simcoe and Huron, via. the Trent and Back Waters of the 
Newcastle District, on the combined principle as referred to in the 
foregoing Report. 
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Currency 
From the Bay of Quinte to Widow £osd 

Harris’ 9 miles Per Raikroad 17,500 00 
” Widow Harris’ to Percy 

Landing. 210” "Navigation 14,114 7 6 
"Percy Landing to Head of 

Heeley Falls. 11" Raikroad 12,000 0 0 
" Hlcley Falls to Peterborough 

Basin. 55” "Navigation 21,3598 10 
"Peterborough to Chemong 

Lake. 8 "  " Railroad 15,000 0 0 
” Chemong Lake to Balsam 

Lake. 40°" "Navigation 33,862 17 4 
"Balsam Lake to Talbot River 132 " "Railroad 27,000 0 0 
"thence along River to 

Lake Simcoe 20" "Navigation 7,450: 0-0 
"across Lake Simcoe to Narrows 22.” "Navigation 
"Narrows to Lake Huron say. 15 " Raikroad 30,000 0-0 

Making in all. £177,786 138 
‘To which add for contingencies, management, &c.... 17,778 12 10 
Making a total of £195,505 6 6 
N. H. BAIRD 
Civil Engineer, 
MILCEL. 


MEMORANDA OF LOCKAGE 
at Whitlaw’s Rapids. 
at Peterboro’, and to Lee’s Mill-pond, 
from Lees to Herriott’s. 
at Herriott’s Mill. 

at Young's do. 

at Peninsula Falls. 

at Chute (Deer Bay). 
at Buckhorn Rapid. 

at Bobcaygean. 

at Cameron’s Falls. 

at Balsam Rapids. 
from Balsam Lake to Lake Simcoe. 


In all 36 Locks, besides 2 Guard Locks 341 ft. 3 3/10 in. Lockage. 


One Lock 
Five 


do 
do 

do 

do 

Three do 
do 

do 

do 

do 


One do 
Twelve do 


TRANSPORTATION: THE TRENT CANAL 189 


INTERIM REPORT 


To His Excellency SIR JOHN COLBORNE, K.C.B. &c., suggesting the 
expediency of a combined system of Communications from the Bay of 
Quinte to Lake Huron, 

By N. H. BAIRD, Civil Engineer. 

30th Sept. 1835. 


Cobourg, 30th Sept. 1835. 
To COLONEL ROWAN, 
Civil Secretary: 
Sir, 

At this stage of the survey of the water communication from Rice 
Lake to Lake Simcoe, in connexion with the River Trent improvements, 
and looking forward to the ultimate end in view, viz.—a communication 
between the Bay of Quinte and Lake Huron, I feel myself called upon 
to lay before you, for His Excellency’s information, the result of my 
labours up to this time, in a condensed form, in case the result thereof 
might lead to other arrangements which might be more conveniently 
carried on now than at a future period. 

On running the levels from the Otanabee River at Peterboro’ to the 
head waters in Chemong and Pigeon Lakes, I found the difference to 
be much greater than was anticipated in my Report on the Trent im- 
provements, as also the difference of level to Lake Simcoe, equally so, 
and which, for perspicuity, I shall now enumerate in order, viz.: 


From Bay of Quinte to Rice Lake 365 ft. 0 in. 0 pts. 

» Rice Lake to Peterboro’ 4 6 0 

” Otanabee River to head water Chemong Lake 189 9 7 
Bobcaygeon Rapids 6 6 0 
Cameron’s Falls 2 8 0 
Balsam Rapids 24 7 
To Lake Simcoe, (descending) 18 5 3 
Making difference of levels from the Rice Lake to 

Lake Simcoe 3483 «7 
Lake Simcoe to Lake Huron, assuming the Lake 

594 feet above the sea 110 0 0 


Total lockage from the Bay of Quinte to Lake Huron 823 ft. 3 in. 7 pts. 


Conceiving, from the very great extent of lockage, the sum unavoid- 
ably necessary to accomplish such, (on the most economical principle) 
and regarding the improvements now in progress and in agitation 
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everywhere, to command the commerce of the Western Territory, and 
divert it from the natural outlet, (the Trent) it has occurred to me, and 
Tam strongly impressed with the conviction, that a species of communi- 
cation might be adopted, with advantage, between the Bay of Quinte 
and Lake Huron, to answer every purpose required, in the mean time, 
with the advantage of increase of speed to a considerable extent, and 
would propose for the expensive sections of the Trent, and along the 
line of communication to Lake Simcoe, to substitute Rail Roads, viz. 





From the mouth of the Trent to Widow Harris’ 9 miles 
From Percy Landing to summit of Heely’s Falls, about . 11” 
From Peterboro’ to Chemong and Pigeon Lakes aA 
And from Balsam Lake to Talbot River 13%” 
Or Lake Simcoe, direct ..... 16%” 


Making in all, from the Bay of Quinte to Lake Simcoe, 41 miles of 
only 2 Rail Road. 


‘The communication to Lake Huron, from Kempenfeldt Bay, I am 
not in possession of sufficient data to say what proportion may be rail- 
wayed, but from the lockage being so heavy, I am disposed to think 
the combined principle may be equally applicable on that section. 

The whole expense of opening up a direct communication from the 
Bay of Quinte to Lake Simcoe, on the combined system, will not exceed 
the sum of £195,565. 6s. 6d. and may be completed in three years. 

By continuous lockage, £495,515. 3s. 344d. 

In the one case the passage of goods from the Bay of Quinte to Lake 
Simcoe may be accomplished with ease in twenty-four hours, whilst by 
the other three days would be required. 

From the manner in which the arrangements can be effected, the 
wagons will pass directly, with their loads, from Lake Simcoe to the 
Bay of Quinte, and vice versa undisturbed, by steamers constructed for 
the purpose, to ply on the intermediate waters. 

Having laid this cursory view of the subject before you, for His Excel- 
lency’s consideration, feeling it a duty I owe to the Country, as well as 
in accordance with the spirit of the instructions I have in command 
from His Excellency, I shall be glad to be informed whether His Ex- 
cellency would approve of the estimate of such a communication being 
made out, to lay before the House, in addition to the lockage estimate, 
ot whether the latter should not be dispensed with in the mean time. 

I must beg to be understood in recommending the combined system, 
that it cannot in any manner interfere with the through water communi- 
cation, in any other than to materially lessen the estimate, when it might 
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be carried into effect, in the construction of which a saving nearly equal 
to the expense of such intermediate rail roads would be effected. 
Awaiting His Excellency’s commands— 
T have the honor to be, 
Sir, 
Your most obedient Servant, 
N. H. BAIRD, 
Civil Engineer. 


9, Visit OF LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR SiR JouN CoLBORNE TO 
THE TRENT Lakes, 1834 


[Cobourg Star, October 8, 1834.] 


A friend in Peterboro has favored us with the following graphic ac- 
count of His Excellency Sir John Colborne’s late visit to that Town and 
neighborhood. We are much pleased to find Sir John has visited our 
back lakes, as he cannot fail of being impressed with the extraordinary 
advantages they offer to the country at large: 

His Excellency Sir John Colborne, attended by two of his sons and 
his aids, Col, Rown and Capt. Philpotts, left Toronto on the 10th inst. 
on a tour of the back Townships and Lakes of the Newcastle District. 

11th—Landing at Port Hope on the evening of the same day, His 
Excellency proceeded through Hope to Graham’s Inn,’ Cavan, and 
early next morning through Monaghan to Peterboro. The remainder of 
the day was spent in viewing this rapidly increasing and flourishing 
town and neighborhood. The beauty of the situation—an elevated plain 
on the banks of the Otonabee, studded with neat villas and more solid 
essentials to the wealth of a settlement—mills and machinery—added 
to the activity and enterprise which seemed to pervade the whole, ap- 
peared to afford much gratification to His Excellency. 

12th—On Thursday His Excellency and suite, accompanied by the 
Hon. T. A. Stewart and Alexander M’Donell, Esq., Government Agent 
at Peterboro, proceeded under the guidance of the latter on the tour 
of the Lakes. After inspecting the Indian Village at Chemong Lake, 
there meeting the Indians, His Excellency and suite proceeded in canoes 
to the rapids at the foot of Buckhorn Lake. The improvements now 
being carried into execution by John Hall, Esq., late of Peterboro, will 
induce settlers to visit this hitherto isolated part. A stone dam is now 

3Graham’s Inn, Cavan, was in the present Bailicboro. In 1817 Michael Graham, 
then about seventy years old, emigrated to Canada from Fermanaugh, Ireland. 
He and his family settled on the present site of Bailieboro, of which he was the 


founder. His son Joseph established the inn referred to, and for many years the 
settlement continued to be called Joseph Graham’s Tavern or Graham's 
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being constructed, on which will be raised a bridge connecting the 
Townships of Harvey and Smith. 

13th—Returning to the Indian Village, on the day following His 
Excellency proceeded by way of Pigeon Lake to the rapids at Bobcay- 
geon, and after viewing the public works passed the night at the hospi- 
table dwelling of Thomas Need, Esq., on the shore of Sturgeon Lake. 
On the 14th the party proceeded through Sturgeon Lake, visiting the 
settlements on its banks, to Cameron Falls. 

With the romantic beauty of the village site at the Falls His Excel- 
lency and the whole party were much pleased, It is scarcely too much to 
anticipate the not distant period when its claims in this respect will draw 
many a gay tourist to the spot. Of the natural advantages of the situation 
its proprietors, Messrs. Jamieson and Wallace, are preparing fully to 
avail themselves, having now in rapid course of execution extensive 
mills, a large substantial Building for a Hotel, &c. 

On the 15th His Excellency proceeded through Cameron and Balsam 
Lakes to the Portage which leads from the latter to the Talbot river 
flowing into Lake Simcoe, and after examining the Portage as far as the 
Talbot returned to the Falls. 

We have the high gratification of noticing the deep impression which 
the extraordinary capabilities of this chain of waters, their fine scenery, 
the extensive improvements on their shores, and the favorable character 
of the country appeared to make on His Excellency. We anticipate the 
best results from the visit with which our District has been favored, and 
the more so from the unwearied and vigilant attention of Sir John Col- 
borne to everything which came under his notice. 

We understand from good authority that very extended plans, tending 
to open the resources of this fine country, are under His Excellency’s 
consideration, and we again congratulate the Inhabitants that their 
interests are in the hands of a Governor who permits no personal con- 
siderations of inconvenience or fatigue to interfere with his anxious 
desire to promote their welfare. 

16th—From the Falls His Excellency returned by way of Harvey, 
visiting the farm of R. Madge, Esq., on Manetow Lake, where he passed 
the night and arrived at Peterboro on the following day. 

17th—The party, under an escort of our yeomanry, cavalry, and 
many respectable gentlemen of the town and vicinity, took the route 
through the township of Otonabee to the Indian village on Rice Lake, 
where they were saluted with three rounds from the fusils of the Indians, 
under the command of their chief, Pawtawche. His Excellency then went 
‘on board the steamboat for Bewdley, from where he proceeded, we 
understand, direct by land to Toronto. 
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10. REPORT ON PETITION FOR AN INLAND WATERWAY IN THE 
District oF NEWCASTLE 


[Appendix 12 to the Journal of the House of Assembly of Upper 
Canada, 1837] 


REPORT 


Of Select Committee on Petition of T. A. Stewart, and others, 
of the District of Newcastle. 


TO THE HONORABLE THE COMMONS HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY. 


‘Your Committee, to whom was referred the Petition of T. A. Stewart, 
and others, for rendering navigable the inland waters of the District of 
Neweastle, beg leave to Report— 

That your Committee have not had it in their power, from the great 
distance at which some of the witnesses reside, and the absence in 
Lower Canada of others, to lay before your Honorable House the 
evidence in detail upon the several facilities and advantages which 
would be likely to accrue to the Province in general, and to the District 
of Newcastle in particular, from the rendering navigable the waters of 
the River Trent. But they trust, that, from the circumstance of its 
having for several years engaged the attention of your Honorable House 
—from the Report of the Engineer, Mr. Baird—from the Reports of 
two Select Committees—and from the general knowledge which, they 
Presume, most of the members of your Honorable House must have of 
the vast tract of good land, having this channel only for communication 
with the markets for their surplus produce and lumber—such statement 
would be entirely superfluous. They feel it, however, a duty which they 
owe to the country to lay before your Honorable House a plain state~ 
ment of facts elicited from Mr. Baird, the Engineer, and Mr. Myres and 
Mr. Robertson, Mr. Manahan and Mr. M’Donell, all gentlemen of the 
first respectability, well acquainted with the local matters relating to 
this communication. 

Ist, There are now thirty settled Townships dependent on this line 
of communication for egress to market with their produce. 

2nd, That in consequence of the expense necessarily incurred in 
taking their produce to market, it is not worth exceeding one half, on 
an average, as much as it is in the front Townships. 

3d, That several gentlemen, of very considerable means, and some of 
large capital, (one of whom has expended, in the Township of Fenelon, 
40 miles above the Rice Lake, upwards of £10,000,) have settled in 
those rear Townships, with the full impression that the Trent would be 
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made navigable, and who, if it be not immediately commenced, must 
abandon it. 

4th, That a number of the new settlers have, within the last twelve 
months, gone to look for labor in the United States. 

Sth, That in consequence of a land carriage through a new country, 
and bad roads, of 37 miles, the Marmora Iron Works, for the present, 
have been abandoned, and which, by opening the lower sections of the 
Trent, will be immediately put in operation, and £200,000 worth of 
iron supplied annually within the Province, which is now received from 
abroad; and it is submitted, that the propriety of opening these sections 
of the Trent, if for no other purpose than to insure a supply of iron 
within the Province for the contemplated Railroads, will to your Honor- 
able House be too obvious to need any remarks from your Committee. 

6th, That for the whole distance between the Rice Lake and Lake 
Simcoe, both sides of the said communication, including many large 
contributory streams, are almost a continued forest of white oak, pine, 
and other valuable timber, never yet entered upon by lumber-men, and 
which must remain locked up until this object be accomplished. 

Your Committee forbear entering into the numerous and cogent 
reasonings which might be brought to bear upon this subject in a 
political point of view, but they cannot, in justice to your Honorable 
House, conceal their fears that in the event of the settlers now residing 
along the whole contemplated route being led to believe, by any 
measures which your Honorable House may adopt at this time, that the 
work which they have hitherto for several years looked upon as certain 
to be accomplished at no distant period is to be postponed or 
abandoned, the effect will be not only completely to paralyze their future 
exertions, and prevent accession to the population or capital from 
abroad, but will be the means of actually compelling them to seek 
another country and foreign employment, in order to ameliorate their 
condition. 

Seven-eighths of the population in the new townships dependent 
upon, and interested in the navigation of these waters, are emigrants 
who have settled there within the last fifteen years, and the time has now 
arrived at which their consumption of British goods is increasing to a 
very great degree, to pay for which, as well as for the education of their 
large and increasing families, they are of course dependent wholly upon 
the produce of their land. 

Your Committee beg leave, in further proof of the vast importance 
that the opening of this communication must be to the inhabitants in 
that section of the country, to draw the attention of your Honorable 
House to the important fact, that out of a population, which, according 
to the official returns, amounted in the year 1835 to 30,245 souls in the 
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Newcastle District, 15,756 are dependent upon and deeply interested in 
the opening of this communication. The front part of the townships 
bordering upon Lake Ontario only, containing a population not exceed- 
ing 14,489 souls, having a more convenient access to that lake. 

‘Your Committee further beg leave to direct the attention of your 
Honorable House, in proof of the correctness of their opinion, that the 
tracts of country settled, and settling, contiguous to those waters, are 
not surpassed in Upper Canada for all those requisites which constitute 
a desirable location for new settlers, to the facts, that whilst the Province 
has increased her population from 107,980 to 346,165 in the last fifteen 
years, being a little more than 300 per cent., the Newcastle District in 
the same period has increased hers from 6,150 to 30,245 souls, being 
nearly 500 per cent. 

‘Your Committee have documents and evidence from R. C. Wilkins 
and William Robertson, Esqs., two gentlemen who have been many 
years engaged in the lumber trade along the waters, and men of the 
‘most unimpeachable character for integrity, that if this work were now 
finished from the mouth of the Trent to the Rice Lake, the lumber alone 
which has been taken down for several years, on an average, in defiance 
of all risks and disadvantages, would at a moderate toll pay £8,000, 
or the interest of £133,000. 

‘Your Committee therefore feel no hesitation in coming to the con- 
clusion, if that data be correct, and of which they have no doubt, that 
the immediate increase of that trade, together with the produce from 
Peterboro’ and the surrounding country, and the settlements extending 
from thence to the mouth of the Trent, a distance of 95 miles, to say 
nothing of the produce from the iron works, and the merchandize and 
stores which will ascend the river, will, as soon as the channel shall be 
completed, pay the interest of £237,694 5s. 114d. being the estimate 
for the whole work from the Bay of Quinte to Peterboro’. 

‘Your Committee cannot forbear to direct the attention of your Honor- 
able House, to the further important fact, that the mouth of the River 
Trent is now, by the circuitous route of the Bay of Quinte, within ten 
hours? sail of Oswego and Rochester, in the State of New York, (and 
when the contemplated Canal, from the head of that Bay to Presqu’isle, 
shall be completed, within six hours,) where sawed pine lumber, such 
as boards and planks, are from sixteen to twenty dollars per thousand 
feet, while the same lumber can be delivered on board the vessels at 
any point, from the mouth of the Trent to Peterborough, a distance of 
near one hundred miles, abounding all the way with water power and 
pine timber, for one pound five shillings per thousand feet. This im- 
mense source of wealth, can never be made available, unless by means 
of this work. 
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In short, your Committee feel persuaded, that no public work hitherto 
undertaken in Upper Canada, holds out a more reasonable prospect of 
success, either as it regards the immediate interest and wealth of the 
people within that District, or that of the Province at large. 

They, therefore, respectfully but earnestly recommend to your Honor- 
able House, the adoption of the work, from the mouth of the Trent to 
Peterborough, ninety-five miles, estimated by the Engineer, to cost 
£237,694 5s, 11%d., and also the appropriation of the sum of 
£4850, to complete the navigation from Chemong Lake, in and through 
the settled Townships of Smith, Ennismore, Emily, Harvey, Verulam, 
and Fenelon, to Cameron’s Falls, thirty-two miles on the route to Lake 
Simcoe, fourteen miles to Hall’s Mills in Harvey, and forty miles up to 
the Scugog Lake and River, running in and through the settled Town- 
ships of Ops, Manvers, Cartwright, Reach, Brock, and Mariposa. Thus, 
for the last mentioned sum of £4850, a navigation of eighty-six miles, 
is laid open for steam boats. 

The total sum then of £242,544 2s. 114d. will be [for] a continuous 
steam boat navigation for the distance of one hundred and sixty miles, 
commencing at the Head of the Bay of Quinte—with the single ex- 
ception of the Seven-mile Carrying Place, between Peterborough and 
Chemong Lake, over which there is a good road. 

‘Your Committee are aware, that in consequence of the vast sum of 
money already laid out in public works, which have not yet been com- 
pleted, or made available to the Province, it might not be considered 
advisable to raise the whole sum for the first year, and they, therefore, 
with a view to obviate this objection, as far as a sense of duty to the 
country will justify, recommend that, for the year 1837, there be granted 
the sum of £16,059 8s. Od., for the upper sections, as follows: — 


From foot of Crooks Rapids to Rice Lake .......... £7812 9 0 
River Otanabee & Whitelaw’s Rapids 4246 19 0 
Bobcaygean and Scugog ...:.u.:nisunnnesnn 4000 0 0 


£16,059 8 0 


‘And also the estimated sum for the two lower sections, being £77,507 
11s. 4%4d,, to be payable the one half in the year 1837, and the other 
half in the year 1838. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

H. RUTTAN, 

Committee Room, Chairman. 

House of Assembly, 

November 29, 1836. 
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11. Reports, TENDERS, AND LETTERS CONCERNING 
THE TRENT CANAL 


(a) REPORT OF 





(OMMISSIONERS, TRENT CANAL, 1839 
[Public Archives of Canada, R.G.11, P.W. 5, Vol. 17] 


To His Excellency Sir George Arthur 
K.C.H. Lieutenant Governor of the 
Province of Upper Canada 
be &e &e 

The Commissioners for the improvement of the navigation of the 
River Trent, beg leave to report:— 

‘That in the discharge of their duties during the last year they have 
met with difficulties of a most serious and formidable character and 
such as they conceive they never should have experienced—That in the 
commencement of the work under their superintendence they were 
very careful not to enter into any contract without being fully aware 
that the amount necessary for such contract had been raised by De- 
benture and paid into the hands of the Receiver General for the purpose 
of the work. 

‘Your Commissioners however regret to find that the greater part of 
the money so raised for that express object has been appropriated to 
other purposes and cannot now be obtained to meet the claims of Con- 
tractors on the works—Your Commissioners as they have formerly 
made known to Your Excellency entered into a contract with Mess" 
Barclay & Co for that section of the work at Chisholm Rapids and with 
Mess™ Francis & Hay for that at the mouth of the Trent—The first 
mentioned Contractors have always conducted their work much to the 
satisfaction of the Commissioners and have advanced very near com- 
pletion but Your Commissioners have been compelled in consequence 
of the difficulty of obtaining money from time to time to meet their 
engagements with the contractors and at length on being informed by 
Your Excellency that no more money could be obtained to acquaint 
the Contractors that they must make the work they had done secure 
and discontinue further operations as soon as possible. This of course 
was a disappointment to the contractors who now make a claim for 
damages and according to the Report of the Engineer may produce 
an ultimate loss to the Province of Upwards of £1500 Mess Francis 
& Hay failed in their contract and abandoned their work but Your 
Commissioners believe that if they had been assured that their money 
would be paid to them regularly as the work proceeded Mess Francis 
& Hay would not have abandoned the work and might have completed 
itYour Commissioners consider they have paid these Contractors the 
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ACCOUNT FOR STONE DRAWN FROM DUMMER TO WHITLA'S RAPIDS, 1839 
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full amount of work done altho’ they do not think so, and Mess" Bar- 
clay & Co have also been nearly paid for the work done. 

The amount in the hands of the Commissioners is about £400 and 
will scarcely be sufficient to enable them to pay off the balance due 
Barclay & Co for the work actually done and the contingencies to the 
Ist of February at which time Your Commissioners have determined 
to discharge the Engineer and Secretary unless means can be obtained 
to proceed with the work—Your Commissioners have had a most 
unpleasant duty to perform in consequence of the circumstances herein- 
before detailed and regret that their services which have been altogether 
gratuitous should have failed to accomplish that good which the com- 
pletion of the works in progress would have effected but which the want 
of Funds prevented—Your Commissioners have directed the Engineer 
employed to superintend the works to make a particular return and 
estimate of the work done and of the sums requisite to complete the 
Contracts as also a Statement of the probable loss to the public in case 
works are abandoned; This will probably occupy a few days and so 
soon as it is obtained it shall be transmitted to Your Excellency. 
Toronto 7 December 1839— 

(signed) John S. Cartwright, 
ae G. S. Boulton, 
5 Charles Anderson 
id A. McDonell. 


(b) TENDER OF B. BLETCHER! AND THOMAS HARPER 
[Public Archives of Canada, Trent Canal, R.G. 11, P.W. 5, Vol. 18} 
The undersigned Barnabas Bletcher of the Township of Hope and 
Thomas Harper of the Town of Peterboro hereby contract with The 
Honble Zacheus Burnham on behalf of the Commissioners for the 
Improvement of the Inland Waters of the Newcastle District to draw 
the Stone required for the Works at Whitla’s Rapids from Dummer 
Quarry on the undermentioned terms—namely— 
at Eleven pence 
half penny 
per cubic foot 

at one shilling 
} and three pence 

per cubic foot 


All Stone under Twenty five 
feet Cube Measurement— 


All Stone at or about Twenty five 
feet Cube Measurement 


1The Bletchers were prominent operators of a stage-line northward from Port 
Hope, and for a time westward to Toronto. Dale, a small settlement three miles 
north of Port Hope, was long called Bletcher's Tavern, 
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the said Stone to be deposited in such places at or near the Works at 
Whitla’s Rapids as may be directed by the person in Charge there— 
and they (the Contractors, further agree to draw the said Stone and 
deliver it on or before the tenth day of March 1841 the Weather per- 
mitting— 

And further it is agreed that the said Contractors, if they require it, 
shall be paid Eighty per Cent on such portion of the Work they exe- 
cute, at the end of Each Month from this date and the balance on 
Completion of the Contract 


Executed at Cobourg | 


this Twenty fourth day! Zacheus Bumham 
of December 1840; B. Bletcher 
In presence of | Tho" Harper 


Charles Green 


(c) WILLIAM BOWEN TO THE HONOURABLE J. B, HARRISON 
[Public Archives of Canada, R.G. 11, P.W. 5, Vol. 19| 


Frankford 22" April 1843 
Sir 

T have to acquaint you for the information of His Excellency the 
Governor General that a most Violent outrage was lately committed on 
the person of M‘ Noble Barry, while at Chisolm’s rapids, one of the 
portions of the River Trent, now under improvement, and that other 
Violence both to persons and property have been committed at the 
same place—In consequence of the information which I received I 
issued a warrant against two persons implicated in the disgraceful and 
riotous proceedings and entrusted the execution of it to two Constables 
—The Constables have returned and declared their inability to execute 
the warrant; and further that on applying to the person in charge of the 
works, he declared his willingness that the persons should be given up 
but that if the Constables attempted an arrest it would be one which 
might endanger their lives, and that if their lives were saved it would be 
at the risk of his own—The Constables have since been informed that 
a party of eight men armed followed them from the rapids with Violent 
intentions against them; fortunately the Constables crossed the river on 
their return instead of Keeping the road, which probably saved them 
from Violence if any was intended against them—at the same time with 
the warrant I caused some persons residing at the rapids and Known 


TO CONTRACTORS. 


i ad 
SEALED TENDERS will be received at the Office of Mr. 
‘Thomas McGrath, Superintendant of the Trent Works, (Bro- 
hy’s Hotel, Frankfort,) until Monday, the 6th February next, 
Bor the supply of the Material for the undermentioned Works. 


HEELEY FALLS DAM. 


From 600 to 700 Cords heavy Cobble or Rubble-Stone, about 
20,000 Cubic feet White Pine, and about 6,000 cubic feet of 
‘White Oak Lumber. 

‘The Stones to be regularly corded, and delivered at such dates 
in the interim from now until the Ist of next September, as will 
ensure, from time to time, a supply of such quantities, as may be 
required in construction of the work. The Lumber tobe well 
dressed, straight, without bad knot or shake ; of sizes accordant to 
a specification to be furnished to the persons whose Tenders are 
accepted; to be delivered before the Ist of Sune, and together 
with the stone, in such place in the vicinity of the Falls, as may 
be pointed out by the Superintendant. 


For Harris Rapids Dam. 


From 1,200 to 1,500 Cords Stone, about 46,000 cubic feet 
White Pine, and about 18,000 cubic feet White Oak Lumber. 
To be delivered at such place near the site of the Dam, as may 
suit the Superintendant; and in such manner, of such descrip- 
tion, and atsuch times as named of the material for Heely Dam. 


For Lock Gates 


AT CHISHOLMS RAPIDS. 


About 2,000 cubic feet White Oak, of the best description, 
tntirely free of, fault; dimensions to be specified the day of 
geeetving "Tenders, amd to be delivered before the Ist day of next 
larch. 

‘The Tenders not to be for kss than 5O cord stone, or 2,000 
feet of Lumber ; to be addressed to Mr. Thomas McGrath, Su- 
perintendant: Trent Works ; specify the price in H. C’y. per 
Cord of Stone, and per thousand feet of Lumber, of the different 
kinds, and to particularize for what work. . 

PAYMENTS tobe made mo 
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By orter Be 
THOMAS McGRATH, 
‘Sup'd’t Trent Works. 
Frankfort, 18th Jan. 1843. 
Public Archives of Canada 


ADVERTISEMENT FOR TENDERS, TRENT CANAL, 1843 


202 THE VALLEY OF THE TRENT 


Committed to be summoned to give their testimony—They have not 
yet made their appearance, and one of the Constables has informed me, 
that the parties expressed a perfect willingness to give their testimony 
but declared that they were afraid both of their lives and property 
to be cognizant of the assault on M' Barry and the Violence afterwards 
should it be known that they had any intention of bringing the evil 
doers to justice— 

I feel confident that His Excellency will not Consent that such an 
infraction of the law should be committed with impunity, and that the 
civil authorities of the Country should thus be set at defiance—Not only 
are the offenders in the present instance allowed to escape, but offences 
of a more aggravated nature both against property and life will be 
attempted if the law is not enforced—In the mean time great dis- 
satisfaction and discontent prevails that such atrocities should be com- 
mitted and the offenders protected from the Civil Authorities by men 
employed on the public works of the Country but who would seem to 
be banded together and armed for the support of the disorderly and the 
discomfiture of the legal Authorities. As the case is Completely of a 
novel nature and as the force necessary to bring the offenders to justice 
is greater than any I have at my Command, I have to request the assist- 
ance of the Executive Government, and also that His Excellency the 
Governor General will be pleased to give me such further instructions 
for my guidance as he may consider the exigencies of this peculiar 
Case to require— 

T have to request you will Convey to His Excellency my humble 
opinion that if the outrage at present Complained of be not promptly 
punished, and a stop in the first instance put to such Violence that the 
Consequences will be most serious; as the feeling in the Country is very 
much against the perpetrators of this outrage; and if the law is not 
found strong enough to Curb such Violence, I dread that recourse will 
be had to other and less satisfactory means to obtain redress— 


T have the honor to be 


Sir 
Your Most obedient humble Servant 
William Bowen 
The Hon— 
J. B. Harrison 
Secretary 


Canada West 
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(a) SAMUEL KEEFER TO T. A. BEGLY, 1845 
[Public Archives of Canada, R.G. 11, P.W. 5, Vol. 19] 


Board of Works. 
om Montreal 26% April 1845 


In reference to M' Wilsons letter of the 14 Inst. I beg leave to 
report. 

‘That in my opinion it is desirable that M* Wilson should make im- 
mediate preparations for commencing the slides at Buckhorn Dam and 
Burleigh Chute, by building shanties, and getting out timber for the 
works—In the mean time however he should make arrangements for 
building the pier which he intended placing at the foot of the Middle 
falls Slide on the East side of the River for the purpose of throwing 
more water over the Shoal—also to prepare a boom and cribs for it 
to rest against, to extend from the head of Ranneys falls slide to the 
opposite banks of the river, and booms to protect the Seymour Bridge 
from injury. These are to be ready for placing when the water is low 
enough to admit of it. 

agree with M* Wilson as to the propriety of Booms being kept up by 
the Board at the foot of Crow Bay and at Percy Landing, even should 
it be necessary to charge for so doing, for hitherto the expense of keep- 
ing up a Boom at the latter place has fallen chiefly upon one or two 
individuals, and other lumberers have been benefited at their expense. 
Iam in hopes, that after this year, these booms will not be required, as 
the slides will be so much improved, that cribs may run down all of 
them without breaking. 

It appears not unreasonable that some allowance beyond the yearly 
stipend, sh be made to the persons in charge at Crooks and Chisholms 
Rapids. 

‘There are some other works in the vicinity which, I conceive might 
be undertaken at once by Mr. Wilson— 

1** Building the Bridge at Crooks Rapids with a swing Bridge over 
the Lock. 

2¢ A Boom at Whitlas Lock. 

The tenders obtained by M' Lyons for these works, exceed his 
estimate, and are not from parties who can be depended upon. 

3¢ Bridge at Buckhorn Dam. 

‘There are tenders for this work, less than Mt Lyons Estimate, but 
for fear the giving a Contract Might interfere with the Works at the 
Slide, and at the repairs to the Dam, I am inclined to recommend that 
the whole be done by Mt Wilson. 
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If the B® approves of these suggestions I can prepare plans and in- 
structions such as will enable M' Wilson to go on forthwith. 
I have the honor to be 


Sir 
‘Your obt Ser"t 
Samuel Keefer 
EBW 
T. A. Begly 
PS. 


T enclose the tenders referred to, together with Mt Lyons reports 
‘on the same. S.K. 


(e) SAMUEL KEEFER TO T. A. BEGLY, 1846 
[Public Archives of Canada, R.G. 11, P.W. 5, Vol. 19.] 


Board of Works 
Montreal 13" January 1846 
Sir 

The Slides and other improvements upon the River Trent designed 
to facilitate the running down of lumber, having been fully completed 
last fall; it only remains that proper regulations for using them be 
adopted before spring, as without the enforcement of such there will be 
no possibility of maintaining the works against the irregularities that 
will follow. If the timber is not rafted in Crow Bay and sent down in 
cribs from thence through the slides, but is allowed to pass down in 
single pieces, beyond all question the Booms will be destroyed and 
the slides rendered useless. 

To insure the proper working of the slides, I propose that M' Wilson 
be further instructed to construct a retaining boom at the foot of Crow 
Bay the cost of which will be about £250, and that the person in 
charge of the slides be instructed by the proper authority to allow no 
timber to pass out of that Boom except in Cribs properly rafted for 
running the slides. 

T have the honour to be 
Sir 
Your very obt Servt 
Samuel Keefer 
Eng? B* Works. 
Thomas A. Begly Esq’. 

Sec? B* Works 
Montreal 
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PS. Since writing the foregoing, I have seen the report of Mr. Davis in 
which he recommends another boom being thrown across the River at 
the Mouth of the Trent to insure also collection of the Slide dues. This 
I suppose would cost about £50, but before I would recommend the 
expenditure, I think it desirable to obtain from Mt Davis his opinion 
as to the expediency of collecting the dues at Chisholms Slide the last 
one on the River, and so save the expense of making and maintaining 
a second Boom. 
In the rest of his suggestions, I fully concur. 
S. Keefer 


(P) LETTER OF “A REFORMER” CHARGING VANDALISM 
[Public Archives of Canada, R.G. 11, P.W. 5, Vol. 17] 


River Trent— 
To the Honb> 24 January 1849 
Malcomb Cameron. 
Commissioner of Public Works 
Sir, 

Permit me to lay before you a temporary inspection which I have 
lately made on the locks and Slides of the River Trent Navigation, Com- 
meneing at the Dam at W* Harrises which appears to be Shamefully 
neglected by those who now Superintend, and more particularly Chishel- 
ums rapids, Here the lock is stripped of its Chains and the iron Clamps 
and lead taken out from the Coping of the lock and carried off, and if 
not soon repaired Must inevitably go to decay, In the next place the 
Lock house and its out buildings are in a state of Delapidation having 
the windows broken & Also the Carts and barrows left there have 
all nearly disappeared, as to the Slide it is equally in a State of ruin, 
the Stop logs of the Slides cut out last fall are not heeded the person in 
charge being drunk whenever he has an opportunity of doing so and 
the Superintendant Mr Rayney is totally unfit for his Situation 

I shall not at present get into a general detail of the River Trent 
as it is all ill attended to to the disgrace of those in Authority, and how 
long the Country will have to bear this is a tale yet to be told under 
the late administration things were better attended to, but now when 
the Country expects justice done to them by not neglecting this branch 
of improvement which cost them such an enormous Sums—Why not 
appoint a proper practical Superintendant A person Capable of Con- 
ducting the repairs of slides and Bridges and Locks & Also doing all 
the Duty required as Slide Master, It is no more than Work for one 
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‘Competent Man, The Trent Bridge also requires a friendly hand as the 
butments are falling and ought to be immediately repaired while the 
ice is good 
I have the Honor to remain 
Your obt Servt 
A Reformer 


(g) JOHN LANGTON TO THE COMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC WORKS 
[Public Archives of Canada, Trent Canal, R.G. 11, P.W. 5, Vol. 19] 


Sir Fenelon Falls Nov. 28 1850 


On the 1* of October last I made an application on behalf of the 
County of Peterborough, that the sale of the Public works in this 
county, advertised for that day, might be postponed, in order to afford 
time for obtaining information as to the nature of the property to be 
sold—My request was complied with, but I have still been unable to 
ascertain what it is that the Government propose to sell—Mr Hall to 
whom you first referred me for information expressed himself unable 
to give any as to the nature of the property, & only a recollection of a 
conversation as to the terms proposed, upon which he requested us 
not to rely; Mr Benson, the Chairman of the Committee of the Council 
‘on County property, wrote to you at my request on Sept 24* with 
particulars of the information wanted, to which letter no reply has been 
received; & when I was in Toronto myself in October I was unable to 
get any explanation at your office in consequence of your absence— 
As it is impossible that the County Council can make any offer in total 
ignorance of what they are to offer for, I am compelled to apply to you 
again for information— 

(1) In your note to me of Sept 5 you mention ‘the locks, dams & 
water power at Whitla’s, Bobcaygeon, Buckhorn & Lindsay’ & particu- 
larly direct my attention to the water power—The printed advertisement 
however only mentions water power at Whitlas & does not mention 
Bobcaygeon at all—Are all the four works for sale, & is there water 
power at all or any except Whitla’s? 

(2) What (described) quantity of land adjoining the works will the 
Government convey to the purchasers at each or any of these places? 

(3) Where the works & the land conveyed with them are surrounded 
by private property will the government convey a road to the pur- 
chasers? 
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(4) In the case of Bobcaygeon, Lindsay & Buckhorn, where private 
mills are already in operation, if any water power is sold, it is very 
essential that the right of water conveyed to the purchaser by the 
Government should be strictly defined— 

(5) At Bobcaygeon, where there are islands in the dam, will these 
be conveyed also? 

(6) At the same place the present Mill proprietor draws his water 
from the canal—May he open a new flume out of the canal at his 
pleasure; & would the Government secure to the purchasers any power 
to controul the consumption of water, or interference with the works? 
This would appear to be essential even if no water power is included— 

(7) Under what limitations as to tolls would the purchaser be 
bound? 

(8) What stipulation as to repairs will the Government insist upon? 
The government must be aware that at Bobcaygeon repair is equivalent 
to reconstruction & that the works at Whitla’s & Lindsay have never 
been finished— 

(9) Would the purchaser be authorized to construct slides where 
required & to charge tolls thereon? 

(10) What are the terms of payment proposed? 

In some of the above queries I have assumed that other water powers 
than that at Whitlas are proposed to be sold, though from the proviso 
in the schedule at the end of 9 Victoria C.37 I presume that not to be 
the case; but I am obliged to make the distinct enquiry as the inhabi- 
tants in the neighbourhood of Lindsay are exceedingly anxious to 
obtain a water power there, which they believe essential to the prosper- 
ity of the village— 

As it is understood that at least two private companies, besides the 
Council are proposing to purchase part of the works, it is suggested 
that the Government should fix an upset price & dispose of the works 
by auction as has been done in other instances— 

Trusting to receive an early reply, which, I may lay before the 
Council at its approaching session. 


have the honor to be 
Your obedient servant 


John Langton 
Warden County Peterborough 

To the Honourable 

The Chief Commissioner of Public Works 
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(A) JAMES CUMMING TO THE HONOURABLE F. LEMIEUX 
[Public Archives of Canada, R.G. 11, P.W. 5, Vol. 19) 


Trenton, 27% April 1857 
To the Honbl F. Lemieux. 
Chief Comn* Board of Works 

Toronto 

Sir 

By an order in Council of February 1854 all the Slides and Dams, 
built by the Government, on the River Trent, was handed over to the 
management and Superintendance of Messr* Henry Fowlds, Elijah W. 
Meyers, Charles Perry, Donald Campbell, Charles Townsend and the 
writer, who being at that time all interested in Lumber coming down 
the River Trent, undertook the management of those Works, for the 
general good of all concerned. Up to last summer, our Authority in 
protecting these Works from intentional, and unintentional, injury and 
to if necessary, force the Collecting of slide dues, was not disputed by 
any. 

During last Summer, our Manager of the Slides allowed a few parties 
to pass their Timber, taking their promise to pay, which parties, now 
refuse and say we cannot collect from them. Two or three parties during 
last summer, done intentional and unintentional injury to the Works; 
One was a Mt Casey, who cut a hole through one of the Dams, which 
resulted in an outlay, in repairs, this spring of about £300. Our 
Superintendant was instructed to, and did, call on M" Casey forbidding 
him, at the time of cutting the Dam, and has since frequently, asked 
him, to repair the damage, or pay for repairing, Casey persisted in 
cutting through the Dam and has refused to make good the damage, 
setting the Commissioners at defiance. 

During the past Winter, a M' Harnden has built a Dam across the 
River, opposite to two of the most important Slides, which now raises 
the water over our Dam and Slides, rendering them unmanageable, 
and threatens to carry away the whole Works, and in any case ma- 
terially injure them. 

We are not aware that we are invested with any authority whatever, 
that gives us the power to act Legally in the protection of these Works, 
or in forcing the Collection of Tolls, intended to be collected for the 
purposes of Keeping the Slides Dams &c. in repair and in working 
order. 

‘And we ask now, that you will please give us the necessary Authority, 
either to act in the name and under Authority of the Board of Works, 
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or in some efficient way, such as is required generally and in such as I 
have referred to 
I have the honor to be 
Your most Obt Serv' 


James Cumming 


12, CLAIMS FoR DAMAGES, TRENT CANAL 
(@) STATEMENT OF LOSS BY JAMES CUNNINGHAM, 1843 
[Public Archives of Canada, R.G. 11, P.W. 5, Vol. 17 


Williamstown March 8, 1843 


Being requested by W" Cottingham Esq" of Emily to state my candid 
opinion, relative to the damages which might be sustained by myself 
and other individuals in the Event of raising the water at his Mills, two 
feet six inches above what it was originally, or is at present—I do there- 
fore give it as my honest conviction, that the loss which I would thereby 
sustain, would be firstly the preventing the building of Mills, on a lot 
of land owned by me in the Township of Ops, upon which lot it can 
be proved by many individuals, there is at present an excellent Mill 
cite, which alone is estimated to be worth the sum of £250,—Secondly 
a considerable portion of said lot of land, which would not be flooded 
by the construction of a dam on that lot, would be flooded and become 
useless by raising the water to the above height at Emily Mills—this 
land would be worth about £25 

Again the damages, which must certainly accrue to other settlers in 
that section of Ops would be considerable And as to the damages ac 
crueing to those in Emily I am not prepared to give any opinion—given 
under my hand this 8 day of March as above 


James Cunningham 
(a copy) 

James Cunningham of Emily (School Master) maketh oath and 
saith, that the above statements are true, and the opinions as there in 
Expressed are those which he sincerely entertains 


James Cunningham 
Sworn before me at Emily 
this 8 day of March 1843 

LH. LP., 
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(5) MINUTE OF EXECUTIVE COUNCIL, 1845 
[Public Archives of Canada, Trent Canal, R.G. 11, P.W. 5, Vol. 19} 


EXTRACT from a Report of Committee of 
the Honorable the Executive Council, 
dated 31** December 1845. 
approved by His Excellency the Ad- 
ministrator of the Government, in 
Council, on the same day. 

On the Report of the Board of Works, dated 13 December Instant, 
recommending that an allowance be made to John White, who has 
been disabled from earning a livelyhood in consequence of a severe 
accident while on duty as the Board’s foreman of Works at Ranney 
Falls;— 

‘The Committee cannot advise Your Excellency to comply with the 
recommendation of the Board of Works. 

Certified 
E Parent 
To 
‘The Board of Works. 


(c) PETITION OF THE WIDOW O'HARE 
[Public Archives of Canada, Trent Canal, R.G. 11, P.W. 5, Vol. 19) 


‘The Humble Petition of the Widow O'Hare Humbly Sheweth 

That her husband Peter O’Hare was killed in June last by an accident 
while blasting rock at Chisholms Rapids station of the river Trent 
improvements then as now going on under the superintendance of Mt 
Tho* M:Grath, who she hopes will bear testimony to the good conduct 
of her late husband while employed on the works by him, as petitioner 
has no doubt M* Baird will also do, who has known him to follow this 
Profession of Miner for the last eighteen or twenty Years, and to which 
he at last unhappily fell a victim. 

Petitioner being a poor distressed woman advanced in Years with no 
other dependance for her future support than the assistance of God 
with that of the humane and charitable. She confidently hopes and 
humbly supplicates, that the Honourable Gentlemen who Compose the 
Board of Works will be graciously pleased to take her—Petitioner's 
most doleful case into their serious Consideration, that thro the benign 
deliberations of that Honourable body, petitioner may be saved from 
want and destitution to which she has hitherto been a stranger thro 
the indefatigable exertions of her late husband, And petitioner as in 
duty bound will ever pray. 
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(@) COMPLAINT OF WILLIAM WELLER re WHITLA’S DAM, 1847 
[Public Archives of Canada, R.G. 11, P.W. 5, Vol. 18] 


Cobourg March 8 1847 
Dear Sir 

I have just arrived from Peterboro, and I find that the water is a 
going to be so high at the, Lock, that it will be very dangers going down 
in to the lock with the Steamers, it always has been dangerous, although 
last year we got through without much damage, if there was an other 
stick of timber put on part of the dam it would help it very much. If 
the board of Works are not disposed to do it I will do it, with your 
permission, as the agent for the board of works at Peterboro dont like 
to do it, or let me without authority. I am afraid if it is not done, I 
shall run the dam. or run against the gates and break them up, as it is 
we have to go into the Locke with full Steam an immidiate reply will 


much 
Oblige 
‘Your Obt 
Servant 
W. Weller? 
W" Robertson Esq 
Montreal 


(e) CLAIM OF J. RAINIE FOR DAMAGES 
[Public Archives of Canada, R.G. 11, P.W. 5, Vol. 17] 


The undersigned being one of the first settlers in the Township of 
Seymour and holding the offices of Town Clerk Surveyor, Assessor, & 
Collector, almost from the first settling of the Township; In the Town- 
ship’s infancy when we were without either grist or sawmill we applied 
to the Honb! R.C. Wilkins Through B.B. Ranney the Leases of Lot 8 


William Weller (1799-1863) was well known as a road contractor, stage- 
coach builder, and the operator of the Royal Mail Line of stages between ‘Toronto 
and Montreal. He was a prominent resident of Cobourg for many years. In the 
winter of 1840 he transported the Governor-General (Mr. Poulett. ‘Thomson, 
later Lord Sydenham) from Toronto to Montreal in record time, but the number 
of hours is in dispute, The gold watch given to Weller, sill a family heirloom, 
is said to bear as part of its inscription “35 hours and 40 minutes”; but the Corn 
wall Observer (a8 quoted in the Cobourg Star of February 26, 1840), very 
definitely states that the two stage-sleighs “left Toronto at six o'clock on Monday 
morning last, and arrived in Montreal at twenty minutes before eight o'clock on 
‘Tuesday evening,” the elapsed time thus being 37 hours, 40 minutes. Weller was 
given £100 as well as the watch, and is said to have won a side bet of £1000 
in addition. He himself drove the Governor-General’s sleigh the entire distance, 
with changes of horses arranged ahead every fifteen miles. 
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and 9 in the 5% Concn of Seymour belonging to Mt Wilkins to erect 
Mill’s for the use of the Township which he very generously consented 
to at a very considerable expence. I was at the time the Mill’s was in 
operation in the habit of getting my wheat floured then to My Satis- 
faction and also boards from the saw mill and can testifie that up to the 
time that the Board of Works Commenced Making the Slides at the High 
Fall’s on the said M' Wilkins Property both Mill’s were not only kept 
in good order and well attended but the settlers considered that they 
were under a great obligation to the Honb' R.C. Wilkins for so great 
a boon confered on them: I can also say that I consider the Mill 
privalidge entirely don away with; and as I have had some experience 
of the value of Mills in similar situations I am of of opinion that he 
could have rented them for at least Two Hundred & Sixty Pounds per 
annum M° Wilkins has also sustained very heavy losses on his property 
with the People employed by the Board of Works using his Fences as 
fire wood leaving the Farm an open Common and also Cutting and 
carrying of his best and most valuable Timbers the whole was done 
with so Much impunity that it appeared to Me that M' Wilkins had no 
Control ovver them to put a stop to it I Should Consider the Farm to 
have been worth at least Thirty Pounds per Annum & the balance of 
Timbers taken off his lands Five Hundred Pounds I had also almost 
forgot to say that the Board of Works pulled down his Saw Mill at least 
one Hundred Pounds given under My hand at Seymour this 15% Feby 
1849 John Rainie 
New Castle) Personally appeared before me Saml Humphrye one of 
District } Her Majestys Justice of the Peace in and for the Said 
District John Rainie Esq" and being Sworn deposeth 
and saith that the above statement is true—Sworn 
before me at Seymour 10% Feby 1849 
Samuel Humphries J.P. John Rainie 
P.S. Since writing the above I have seen an Estimate made by Whelan 
Hauley J.P. Murphy & C. Bullocks Esquires and from the Knowledge 
I have of the Property I know and Consider that their Estimate is 
reasonable and fair. J. Rainie 


(f) GEORGE B. HALL CLAIMS DAMAGES AT BUCKHORN, 1852 
[Public Archives of Canada, R.G. 11, P.W. 5, Vol. 20] 


To His Excellency The Right Honorable James, Earl of Elgin & Kin- 
cardine & &. Governor General of British North America, &c. 

The Memorial of George Barker Hall, of the Town of Peterborough, 
respectfully sheweth: 
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That in the year 1836 the Commissioners for improving the navi- 
gation of the Inland Waters of the Newcastle District, took possession 
of the Dam at the Buckhorn Rapids and raised the same to such height 
as was necessary for their purposes. 

‘That the said Dam (without the Waterpower,) was, by Act of Parlia- 
ment, Vested in the Board of Works. 

That neither the Commissioners or the Board of Works ever paid 
anything for the Dam so taken, or for the side dams and other works 
which had to be built in consequence of the raising of the Main Dam. 

That your memorialist considering that the Dam (as a Government 
work,) would be preserved and maintained in repair did not press for 
the compensation to which he was entitled. 

That the said Dam raises the waters of Buckhorn, Chemong and 
Pigeon Lakes on a shore of over 100 miles, And is indispensible to the 
navigation of the Lakes. 

‘That in the month of May or June last the Gates and a large pier in 
the said Dam, with about 60 feet of the Government Bridge over the 
same, were destroyed by a party of lumbermen,* 

That unless immediate steps are taken to repair the said Dam the 
water will be drained from the said Lakes, and the health of the Inhabi- 
tants of the surrounding County seriously affected. 

‘That in view of the settlement of the County north of the County of 
Peterborough, the Bridge which has been partially destroyed, is of great 
importance as it is on the direct route to the interior And within ten 
miles of the unsurveyed lands. 

That altho the damage which has been done will cause the stoppage 
of your Memorialists Mills, Yet as the Dam and Bridge are the property 
of the Government he has no immediate remedy, And cannot obtain 
any redress except by a difficult form of action in the Queens Bench 
against persons who are or may be worthless. 

‘Your Memorialist therefore prays that, both on public and private 
grounds, the Dam and Bridge may be repaired as soon as possible. And 
that as lumbering is about to be carried on extensively in that part of 
the Country that for the sake of example Your Excellency will cause the 
parties offending in this case to be prosecuted and punished. 

And Your Memorialist &¢ 
Geo B. Hall? 
3¢ August 1852 
*Charles Townsend 


John D. Macaulay 
Mossom Boyd 


1Haall was long the most prominent settler at the narrows of Buckhorn Lake, 
the front of the Township of Harvey, operating at Buckhorn Falls a fine sawmill 
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(g) PETITION OF GEORGE B. HALL FOR CANAL REPAIRS AT BUCKHORN 
[Public Archives of Canada, R.G. 11, P.W. 5, Vol. 20) 


To 
His Excellency Sir Edmund Walker Head, Baronet, Governor General 
of British North America, & & & 

The memorial of George Barker Hall, of the Town and County of 
Peterborough, humbly sheweth: 

‘That about 18 years ago the Government of Canada ordered the 
erection of a Dam and Bridge across the Buckhorn Rapids between the 
townships of Harvey and Smith. 

‘That the Bridge was built upon and over the Dam, and that the 
two form one work, 

That last year, so much of the Dam and Bridge as had been carried 
away (about one third) was repaired by the commissioners of the Board 
of Works. 

That the remainder of the Bridge, (owing to the decay of the tim- 
bers,) is extremely unsafe, and the crossing is peculiarly dangerous, as 
the unrepaired portion of the Bridge is immediately over the worst part 
of the Rapids. 

That the travel over the Bridge is comparatively large, it being the 
only means (the ice on Buckhorn Lake being unreliable) of ingress and 
egress for some hundreds of Lumbermen with their teams and supplies. 

That in view of the contemplated settlement of the Townships of 
Harvey and Burleigh and the three townships now being surveyed, this 
Bridge is not only important but absolutely indispensible as it is the 
only place of communication for fifty miles, and is the connecting link 
between the existing and proposed Road to the New settlements. 


and other industries. The Government pushed a road northward from Hall's 
Bridge (Buckhorn) in the ‘sixties to facilitate settlement. About 1832 a group of 
“gentlemen” settlers, including the Wallis and Dennistoun families, were attracted 
by the scenery and hunting to the southwest corner of Harvey, near Pigeon and 
Sandy lakes. “The spot chosen by them,” wrote Samuel Strickland, “was one of 
‘great natural beauty, but it possessed no other advantages except an abundance of 
game, which was no small inducement to them. They spent several thousand 
pounds in building fancy log houses and making large clearings which they had 
neither the ability nor the industry to cultivate. But even if they had possessed 
sufficient perseverance, their great distance from market, bad roads, want of 
knowledge of cropping after they had cleared the land, lack of bridges, and poor 
soil would have been a great drawback to the chance of effecting a prosperous 
settlement. In a few years not a settler remained of this little colony. Some stayed 
Lill their means were exhausted; others, more wise, purchased ready cleared farms 
in the settlements or followed some profession more congenial to their tastes or 
more suited to their abilities.” (Twenty-Seven Years in Canada West, Vol. I, 
pp. 135-6.) 
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‘That your memorialist, if requisite, could obtain the signatures of a 
thousand petitioners praying for the repair of this Bridge, but, Your 
memorialist considers it unnecessary; being satisfied that upon the matter 
being brought to the notice of Your Excellency it will receive such atten 
tion as to Your Excellency it may seem to deserve. 

That the Contractor with the Board of Works, being upon the spot 
the repairs could now be made much more economically than at any 
future time. Your Memorialist therefore prays that the subject may 
receive Your Excellencys favourable consideration. 

And & 
10% February 1857. Geo. B. Hall 


13, THE TRENT CANAL AT THE CONFEDERATION OF 
THE PROVINCES, 1867 


[General Report of the Commissioner of Public Works for the Year 
Ending 30th June, 1867, pp. 70-79] 


(@) RIVER TRENT AND NEWCASTLE DISTRICT 


The public Works on the River Trent, and on the inland waters of 
the Newcastle District, consist of certain locks and dams designed to 
improve the navigation of these waters; and of slides, dams, and booms 
made to facilitate the descent of timber. 

In earlier times it was thought that a line of navigation might with 
advantage be opened between Lake Ontario and Lake Huron by means 
of the River Trent and the rivers and lakes of the Newcastle District, 
so as to afford accommodation to the local traffic and shorten the dis- 
tance by water between Lake Ontario and the far West. 

The Trent is a large river which discharges into the Bay of Quinté 
at a point about 67 miles above Kingston; and in passing from Lake 
Ontario to Lake Huron by this proposed route a vessel would ascend 
the River Trent, Rice Lake, the Otonabee River, Clear Lake, Buckhorn 
Lake, Chemong Lake, Pigeon Lake, Sturgeon Lake, Cameron’s Lake, 
and Balsam Lake, which is the summit and has an elevation of 589% 
feet above Lake Ontario; thence descending 118%, by a Canal and the 
Talbot River, to Lake Simcoe, and 12454 by the River Severn, it 
would enter the Georgian Bay (Lake Huron), 243% feet below the 
summit level of Lake Balsam. Thus the total rise and fall between 
Lakes Ontario and Huron by this route would be 832% feet. 

This line of navigation, if ever completed, would be extremely 
crooked, for the actual distance in a straight line from the mouth of 
the Trent on Lake Ontario to the mouth of the Severn on Lake Huron 
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is 112 miles, while by following the proposed line the distance to be run 
by boats would be 235 miles. 

But though the course through these inland waters be so crooked, its 
general tendency is nevertheless in a direct line drawn from the foot of 
Lake Ontario to the point of juncture of the great upper lakes, Huron, 
Michigan, and Superior. 

Thus a boat going from Kingston, at the foot of Lake Ontario, to the 
Straits of Mackinaw (the point of junction of the three upper lakes), 
would traverse a distance of 785 miles if it followed the line through 
Lake Ontario, Welland Canal, Lakes Erie, Ste. Claire, and Huron; 
while if, in going to the same point, it followed the Trent and Newcastle 
line, Georgian Bay, and Lake Huron it would only pass over a distance 
of 567 miles. (See Diagram No. VL) 

The improvement of a portion of the main line, extending from the 
mouth of the River Trent to Lake Sturgeon on the proposed route, was 
commenced some years ago; as also the improvement of a branch line 
from Lake Sturgeon to Lake Scugog. 

‘The following Table will show the relative position of the navigable 
and unnavigable portions of the Rivers and Lakes extending from the 
mouth of the River Trent to the head of Lake Scugog. The distances are 
measured on the plans prepared by Mr. Baird in 1835 and 1836. 

















Length of River Total 
and Lakes, in miles | distance 
NAMES OF PLACES. in 
Navig- | Unnavig- | _ miles. 
able. able. 
From the mouth of the Trent to the Foot of 
the Nine Mile Rapids........2..00000005 To towne 1 
From the foot of the Nine Mile Rapids to the 
head of the same... bs ve 8 9 
From the head of Nine Mile Rapids to the 
foot of Canal at Chisholm's Rapids 6 ceef 18 
‘The Canal at Chisholm’s Rapids. eo ee 
From the Canal at Chisholm’s Rapids to 
Percy Landing. 13 285 
From Percy Landing to the foot of Crow Bay 93 38 
From foot of Crow Bay to junction of Crow 
and Trent Rivers, - 3 4 
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From junction to the Lower Slide at Heely's 
Falls. hancancels 


Lower Slide and Upper Slide at Heelys Falls 


From Upper Slide at Heely’s Falls to Canal 
‘at Crooks’ Rapids. . 





‘The Canal at Crooks’ Rapids. .. 





From Canal at Crooks’ Rapids to Canal at 
Whitlas’ Rapids. 





‘The Canal at Whitlas’ Rapids 


From the Canal at Whitlas’ Rapids to the head 
of Little Lake at Peterborough. 


From the head of Little Lake to the Slides 
and Dams at Buckhorn Rapids: 


Buckhorn Slide (sixty-five feet long). 


From Slide and Dam at Buckhorn Rapids to 
Canal at Bobcaygean Rapids 


‘The Canal at Bobcaygean Rapids 

From the Canal at Bobcaygean Rapids to the 
Slide at the Town of Lindsay (formerly 
Purdy’s Mill on the River Scugog). 


‘The Slide at Lindsay... .. 





From the Slie atthe Town of Lindsay to the 
head of Lake Scugog. 


Total... 








ite 


12h 


15% 


208 


sixty-five 


283 
152} 


18} 


feet long. 





373 








93 


4 


125 


140t 
ui 


161 


190 





For further details respecting rise of river and lakes above the Bay of Quinte— 


see Appendix No. 15, at page 122. 


In 1827, on a petition from Mr. Stewart and others relative to the 
navigation of the waters of the Newcastle District, a Committee of the 
Lower House of the Legislature of Upper Canada reported that it was 
‘exceedingly desirable and important that those waters which constitute 
the chain of lakes and rivers which run in a south-easterly direction 
from the vicinity of Lake Simcoe, and which empty into the Bay of 
Quinté by the River Trent, should be examined and surveyed by com- 
petent persons with a view to ascertain how far they might be rendered 
navigable, and the probable expense attending the same.’ 
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Nothing, however, appears to have been done before Feb., 1833, 
when a Bill was passed appointing Commissioners to receive plans and 
to execute the works necessary to the improvement of the inland waters 
of the Newcastle District, commencing at the mouth of the Otonabee 
River which discharges into Rice Lake and extending to Lake Scugog; 
and the Commissioners were authorized to raise a loan of £2,000 
($8,000) for this purpose. 

This Commission obtained a design for a short canal at Bobcaygean, 
with a wooden lock. It was commenced in 1833 and completed in 1835. 
The length of the Canal was 973 feet, and the lock was 119% feet long 
by 28 feet broad, with 4% feet water on the sills at low water and 
7%, feet at high water. 

This lock permitted vessels navigating Lakes Chemong, Buckhorn, 
and Pigeon, which are on the same level, to ascend into Sturgeon Lake, 
and thence up the Scugog River as far as Lindsay. 

It also appears that the Commissioners effected a slight clearing of 
the River Otonabee, below Peterborough. 

Notwithstanding this commencement of the works by the Commis- 
sioners, it seems to have been well understood at the time that the small 
wooden lock thus executed was only a temporary expedient and that 
works on a much larger scale with stone locks and on a comprehensive 
plan, extending from Lake Ontario to Lake Huron, will be ultimately 
undertaken, for we find that, in 1833, the Lieutenant-Governor was 
pleased to instruct Mr. N. H. Baird to make a survey of the section ex- 
tending from the mouth of the Trent to Rice Lake, and to estimate the 
cost of rendering these waters navigable for vessels drawing five feet, 
the locks to be 134 feet long by 33 feet broad. 

Mr. Baird reported, in November of the same year (1833), that the 
distance from the mouth of the Trent to the foot of Rice Lake was 61 
miles, and that the obstructions to navigation were as follows:— 

Ist., At the nine-mile Rapids, 

2nd., At Chisholm’s, 

3rd., At a succession of Rapids and Falls between Percy Landing and 
Crow Bay, a distance of 12% miles, 

4th., At Heely’s Falls, 

Sth., At Crooks’ Rapids. 

He proposed to overcome the Nine-mile Rapids by 13 locks, the 
Chisholm’s by 1 lock, the 12% miles of Rapids and Falls by 14 locks, 
Heely’s Falls by 8 locks, and Crooks’ Rapids by 1 lock,—forming a 
total of 37 locks, with 18 dams and 4% miles of side cuts, &c., the locks 
to be of stone; and the estimated cost of the whole works was £233,447 
6s. 114 ($933,789.39%). 
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‘The survey of the second section of the line was only commenced in 
1835; when, in compliance with an Address from the House of As- 
sembly dated April 16th, 1835, His Excellency, Sir John Colborne, 
appointed Mr. Baird ‘to examine the most eligible route for a Canal 
between Rice Lake and Lake Simcoe’, 

Mr. Baird did not recommend the cutting of a Canal throughout the 
whole distance, but he advised the formation of a Canal of 13%4 miles 
in length for the Talbot River section, and for the remainder of the 
line he advocated the damming of the rivers, so as to establish a suc- 
cession of still water reaches connected by means of locks (a plan at 
the time successfully carried out on the Rideau). 

Leaving Rice Lake, he proposed to ascend the Otonabee, Clear Lake, 
Buckhorn Lake, Chemong Lake, Pigeon Lake, Sturgeon Lake, Cameron 
Lake, and Balsam Lake—which is the summit; thence to descend into 
Lake Simcoe by means of a Canal and about 2%, miles of the River 
Talbot. 

He found that the distance from Rice Lake to Lake Simcoe was 
109%4 miles; and his Report divided the works into five sections, as 
follows:— 

















Distance Rise No.of No. of 
NAMES OF SECTIONS. in in Dams Locks 
Miles. Feet. Required. Required. 
1, From Rice Lake to Peterborough... 212% 462 1 
2. From Peterborough to Clear Lake. 14% 147166 4 
3. From Clear Lake to Bobcaygean... 314% 382 S 
4. From Bobcaygean to Balsam Lake. 26%%o 34 3 5 
5. From Balsam Lake to Lake Simcoe 16#%q 118% 2 
(fall.) 
Total 110 342% 13 37 





For further details respecting the Profile of the Inland Water Com- 
munication proposed by N. H. Baird, from Rice Lake to Lake Simcoe, 
—and thence to Lake Huron—see Appendix No. 15, at page 129. 

The total length of Canal required on these five subdivisions was 
about 17 miles. 

Mr. Baird proposed stone locks, 134 x 33, with 5 feet of water on 
the sills, and estimated the cost of the whole at £262,067 16s. 4d. 
Halifax currency ($1,048,271.27). 

It will thus be seen that Mr. Baird’s estimate for a line of navigation 
from the mouth of the Trent to Lake Simcoe, with stone locks 134 feet 
long by 33 feet broad and 5 feet of water on the sills, was as follows: 
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For the divisions extending from the mouth of $ cts. 
the Trent to Rice Lake £233,447 6s. 11%4d., (933,789 39%). 
For the division extending from Rice Lake to 


Lake Simcoe ... £262,067 16s. 44., (1,048,271 27). 
Total £496,515 3s. 344d. ($1,982,060 66%). 


It was resolved that the works should be commenced forthwith; and 
to facilitate the working of the details they were put into two divisions: 

Ist. The River Trent. 

2nd. The inland or back waters of the Newcastle District. 

The first division comprised all the works from the mouth of the 
Trent to Heely’s Falls. 

The second extended from Heely’s Falls, on the River Trent, to Lake 
Scugog. 

In 1836 an Act of Parliament was passed, authorized a loan of 
£16,000 ($64,000), to be applied to the construction of works on 
the inland or back waters; and in 1837 a loan of £77,507 11s. 4%. 
($310,030.27) was authorized, to be appropriated to the River Trent 
works. In 1839 a further loan of £3,000 ($12,000) was authorized, 
to be applied to the inland division; thus forming, with the £16,000 
($64,000) previously authorized, a sum of £19,000 ($76,000) for the 
inland or back water section. 

Two Boards of Commissioners were appointed by the Governor, 
one for each division, as provided by the Acts; and, under the auspices 
of these Commissioners, the works were commenced in 1837 with Mr. 
Baird as Engineer. 

‘The works of the Trent division were commenced near the mouth of 
the Trent, at Myers’ Island, and at Chisholm’s Rapids. At Myers’ Island 
they consisted of one dam and one lock; and at Chisholm’s Rapids of 
one dam and one short canal with a single lock. 

‘The engineer in charge of the works informed the Commissioners 
that the lock at Chisholm’s could not be used without a dam at the 
head of the Nine-mile Rapids to retain the waters in the reach between 
Nine-mile Rapids and Chisholm’s, The matter was considered, and it 
was decided to postpone the construction of this dam until after the 
completion of the lock at Chisholm’s. 

‘The dams at Myers’ Island and at Chisholm’s were to be of wood, 
and the locks of cut stone 134 x 33 feet, and with 5 feet of water on the 
sills. 

On the commencement of the works, in 1837, the Receiver General 
laid aside the sum of £28,000 stg. ($136,266.66), which had been 
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provided by the sale of Debentures, to be applied to the works on the 
River Trent division. 

‘The value of the works under contract, with the proposed dam at the 
head of the Nine-mile Rapids together with contingencies, engineering 
expenses, &c., did not amount to more than £25,000 ($100,000). 

‘The funds provided were therefore sufficient; but it appears that in 
1838 and 1839, during a stringency in the money market, the sums 
which were to have been paid to the Commissioners were applied to 
other purposes; and moreover, that up to the end of the year 1841, when 
the Commissioners gave up their charge, the total amount that had 
been placed in their hands for the works was only £20,935 0s. 34., 
Halifax c’y. ($83,740.05), as is shown by a Return to an Address of 
the House, dated 18th December, 1844. 

The want of funds was a source of embarrassment to the Commis- 
sioners; and early in 1839 the contractors suspended operations. 

‘At the date of the Union of the Provinces of Upper and Lower 
Canada the works at Myers’ Island, which had then been abandoned for 
some time, consisted of two coffer dams, excavation of lock-pit, stone 
prepared for lock, timber for lock gates, and a permanent dam between 
the island and the main shore. The dam at the head of the Nine-mile 
Rapids (Widow Harris) had not been commenced. 

At Chisholm’s Rapids the dam was finished at the time of the union 
of the Provinces; while the slide, which was to be 100 feet in length, 
was only about half finished. The lock, however, was far advanced to- 
wards completion, and about two-thirds of the rock excavation were 
made. 

‘On the inland or back water division the works had been commenced 
by the Commissioners early in the spring of 1837. The works under- 
taken were as follows:— 





At Heely’s Falls : coco dam, 

” Crooks’ Rapids 1 do. and 1 lock. 

” Whitlas 1 do. and 1 do. 

» Buckhorn : Enlargement of dam. 

» Bobcaygean 1 new dam, and repairs to 
old lock. 

” Purdy’s Mills (now Lindsay) 1 dam and 1 lock. 


The dams were to be of wood, filled with stone; the locks at Crooks’ 
and Whitlas’ to be of stone, and the dam at Purdy’s mills of wood. All 
the new locks were to be 134 x 33 feet with 5 feet of water on the sills, 
as on the lower divisions. 

Tenders were received for the execution of the works, within the ap- 
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propriations that had been made; but their progress up to the period 
of the Union of the Provinces (1841) was slow, and often interrupted 
altogether, owing, it appears, to the limited advances made by the 
Receiver General to the Commissioners. 

At the date of the Union the condition of the works on this division 
was as follows:— 

At Heely’s Falls: timber had been provided, but no part of the dam 
was commenced. 

At Crooks’ Rapids: the lock was nearly completed; the channels lead- 
ing to the lock, above and below, had to be excavated, but the dam had 
been completed as early as 1838. 

At Whitlas’ Rapids: the site of the lock had been partly excavated by 
a contractor who abandoned the work in 1838, and partly by men hired 
by the day by the Commissioners. Stone for the lock and timber for the 
dam had been delivered on the ground, part of the stone being cut; but 
no works of construction had been commenced. 

At Buckhorn: the old dam, which had been constructed by a private 
individual for milling purposes, had been raised sufficiently to give five 
feet of water on the sills of the locks at Bobcaygean before the autumn 
of 1840. At Bobcaygean the old lock had been thoroughly repaired and 
the dam reconstructed prior to the autumn of 1839. 

‘At Purdy’s Mills (now the Town of Lindsay): the site of the lock 
had been partly excavated, coffer dams made round the lock excavation, 
lumber for the dam and lock prepared and delivered on the ground, 
and the lock partly framed. This had all been done in the years 1837 
and 1838. In 1839 the works were abandoned by the contractors. 

The total expenditure previous to the Union, in February, 1841, on 
the two divisions, namely—the River Trent and the Inland and Back- 
water, was £44,398—($177,592), according to a Return made to the 
Legislative Assembly on the 27th July, 1847. 

At the period of the Union of the Provinces these works were placed 
under the control of the Board of Works; and in a Memorandum to His 
Excellency the Governor General, dated August 12th, 1841, the Chair- 
man of the Board reported that the intention of the original designers of 
this line of navigation was to establish a through line of communication 
which would accommodate the through trade between the Western 
States and the Sea-board, and also the local traffic of the Counties it 
traversed. As a through line he maintained that it could not be success- 
ful, owing to the great lockage required and the limited draft of water 
of the vessels which could be used on this route. 

‘As an accommodation to the local traffic he stated that the route, 
through its greater part, was extremely circuitous; assigning as an ex- 
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ample that a farmer or merchant settled at the head of Rice Lake could, 
by passing over 12 or 14 miles of road, reach the harbors of Port Hope 
and Cobourg on Lake Ontario; whereas by following the Trent he would 
have to pass over a distance of 80 miles before he reached that lake. 

He also stated that the probable cost of the works, when completed, 
would be from £800,000 ($3,200,000) to £900,000 ($3,600,000), 
and advised that the scheme of forming the through line should be 
abandoned, and, in lieu thereof, that the locks which had been com- 
menced should be finished, and that slides to facilitate the descent of 
timber should be made, 

‘An appropriation of £50,000 ($200,000) was asked from the 
House, to be applied to these works. 

His Excellency having approved of these suggestions, the following 
works were authorized, and have since been executed:— 


NINE-MILE RAPIDS 
At the head of these Rapids a stone dam was erected in 1844. 


CHISHOLM’S RAPIDS 
‘The unfinished lock and slide were completed and ready for use in 
1844. 


PERCY LANDING 
Piers and booms were constructed and placed at this station in 1844; 
but it having been found that the expense of maintaining this station 
was too great in proportion to the benefits it conferred, the works were 
allowed to decay. The piers were carried away by floods and have not 
since been replaced; a part of the boom was removed and fitted else- 
where, and another part has been lost. 


RANNEY’S FALLS 

At this station a dam was built in 1844; and a slide one thousand four 
hundred and ninety-two feet in length was completed in 1845, Neces- 
sary guide booms were also provided. 

CAMPBELLFORD 

Guide booms were placed here in 1844, A bridge was built in the 
same year, and has been placed under the control of the Township 
Council of Seymour. 

FIDDLER’S ISLAND 


A cross dam of some 12 feet in height, and a wing dam, were built 
here in 1848, 
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MIDDLE FALLS 
Four dams and two slides were built here in 1844. 


CROW BAY 
At the foot of this Bay a retaining boom of some 2,600 feet in length 
is maintained. 
HEELY’S FALLS 
A dam and two slides were placed here in 1844. 


CROOKS’ RAPIDS 

As already stated, the Commissioners of the Inland waters had com- 
pleted the dam at this station in 1838, and had advanced far towards 
completing the lock and canal. 

The Board of Works completed the lock and canal in 1844. 

In 1845 a slide for timber was constructed, and a bridge of 485 feet 
in length was made over the river below the dam, with a swing bridge 
over the lock. This bridge is now under the control of the Counties of 
Northumberland and Peterborough. 


WHITLAS’ RAPIDS 


The lock, dam, and canal commenced by the Inland Water Com- 
missioners were finished in 1843. 


LITTLE LAKE 
Three piers and one boom were placed here in 1852. 


PETERBOROUGH BRIDGE 
This bridge is introduced here merely to show, at one glance, all 
the works in connection with these waters. It was built in 1847. 


BUCKHORN RAPIDS 
It has been already stated that the Inland Waters Commission had 
built a dam at this station previous to the Union. A bridge on bents was 
built in 1845, and rebuilt in 1857. A slide with two feet draught of 
water, with booms, were made for this station in 1857, and additional 
booms in 1865. 


BOBCAYGEAN 

It has been stated that the Inland Waters Commission had before the 
Union built a dam and a wooden lock at this station. In 1857 the 
wooden lock was replaced by one of stone, and in 1858 two slides were 
built and a basin and two mill-races excavated. 
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Three sections of bridges were built over branches of the river 
opposite the lock in 1845, and have since (as before stated) been 
placed in charge of the local Township Municipalities. A swing bridge 
connecting with this line of bridges was placed over the lock in 1858. 


LINDSAY (FORMERLY PURDY’S MILLS) 

The wooden lock, as commenced by the Inland Commission, was 
completed in 1844, the lock was converted into a slide in 1859, and a 
bridge, consisting of three spans on cut stone abutments and piers, was 
opened in 1864. 


In obedience to a request made by the Legislature the Chief Engineer 
of this Department, acting under the orders of the Commissioner of 
Public Works, caused an examination of the River Trent to be made 
between the Bay of Quinté and Rice Lake. 

In his Report (22nd April, 1846) he reviewed the plan proposed by 
Mr. Baird in 1833, of building dams across the river at various points in 
its most rapid sections, so as to form it into a series of still water reaches 
which were to be connected by means of locks. 

He objected to this scheme that dams would always interfere, more 
or less, with the passage of timber; that they were not durable, and 
were too liable to be damaged by floods; he suggested in lieu thereof 
the forming of three sections of canal, the first extending from near the 
mouth of the Trent to the head of the Nine-mile Rapids; the second 
from Percy's Landing to the foot of Crow Bay; and the third from Crow 
Bay to the head of Heely’s Falls. 

These three Canals, in connection with the locks at Chisholm’s and 
Crooks’ Rapids which were then completed, would have opened a line 
of navigation from the Bay of Quinté to Peterboro and the Otonabee. 

He stated that the entire length of Canal required in the three sections 
proposed was about 1814 miles, and that 29 locks were necessary. 

He also stated that before a final opinion could be given further 
surveys were necessary, and that the probable cost of the works (if 
executed on the scale adopted for the locks at Chisholm’s and Crook’s 
Rapids) would be about £400,000 Halifax currency ($1,600,000). 

In 1855 the Commissioner of Public Works reported that the cost 
of maintaining the slides, booms, and other works connected with the 
descent of timber on the Trent was much greater than the revenue they 
produced; he recommended that the said works should be placed in 
charge of a Committee or Company of persons interested in the lumber 
trade on the Trent, who had offered to assume their management. In 
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accordance with this recommendation the works connected with navi- 
gation, such as locks, lock-houses, &c., remained under the direct 
control of the Department of Public Works; while the works connected 
with the descent of timber at Chisholm’s Rapids, Ranney’s Falls, Middle 
Falls, Heely’s Falls, and Crooks’ Rapids were handed over to the care 
of the Company. 

The Company undertook to keep the slides, &., in working order, 
but were not held to renew them when worn out. They were authorized 
to levy tolls on timber descending the river. At Chisholm’s and at 
Crooks’ Rapids the facilities for bringing down timber were not in- 
creased by the Government works; tolls were therefore not levied at 
either of these stations. But at Ranney’s Falls, Middle Falls, and Heely’s 
Falls the works had been constructed expressly for the safe descent of 
timber, and therefore tolls were collected at each of these stations. 

Previous to December, 1866, the rate of toll was one dollar per crib 
for each of the 3 slides; but on the 8th December, 1866, an Order in 
Council was passed fixing the rate of tolls payable at each of the three 
stations just named at one cent for each log of 13 feet in length, and a 
proportionate sum on pieces of greater length; and for each crib of 
square timber one dollar. 

The expenditure by the Department on these improvements since 
the Union in 1841 up to the 30th of June, 1867, as shown in Appendix 
No. 1, at page 3, is $492,486.31. Appendix No. 16, at page 130, shows 
the expenditure on the slides by the “Trent Slides Company’ from the 
spring of 1855 to Ist January, 1867. 

In the public accounts the amount charged against the ‘Improvements 
of the Trent’ is $558,506.20. 

For the expenditure on these works before and since the Union, 
from Government and other funds, see Appendix No. 70, at pages 486, 
507 to 509, and 514 to 516. 

The total cost of construction on these works since their commence- 
ment up to the 30th June, 1867, as shown by Appendix No. 70, amounts 
to $670,078.31, subdivided as follows, viz: 


On Canals, &c., prior to the Union ........$ 92,449.33 


Slides, &, 7 7 7” 85,142.67 $177,592.00 
On Canals, &., since the Union 216,921.98 

Slides, &, " " ” 228,347.05 

Roads, oe 30,454.40 

Bridges, 9” " ” 16,762.88 492,486.31 


Total $670,078.31 
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(b) REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT G. W. RANNEY 


[General Report of the Commissioners of Public Works for the 
Year Ending 30th June, 1867, pp. 361-2] 


APPENDIX NO. 41 
(No. 341.) 

REPORT BY G. W. RANNEY,! SUPERINTENDENT 
DESCRIBING THE WORKS AND REPAIRS EXECUTED ON THE 
RIVER TRENT AND ITS TRIBUTARIES, DURING THE FISCAL 

YEAR ENDING 30th JUNE, 1867. 


F. BRAUN, Esq. BELLEVILLE, 19th July, 1867. 

Secretary, Public Works Dept., Ottawa. 

Sir,—I have the honor, in compliance with the instructions contained 
in No, 62,924, dated 15th of June, to report to the Department the 
state, and cost of repairs, and additions to the works of the Inland 
Navigation of the Newcastle (or Trent) District, under my charge, for 
the past fiscal year ending 30th June, 1867. 


WIDOW HARRIS’ 
‘The dam is in good order and has had no repairs for the past year. 


CHISHOLM’S RAPIDS 


‘The slide and booms are in good working order. The dam should be 
made more staunch by gravelling it for its preservation; waste weirs 
should be made, to waste the surplus water in the spring to keep the 
water at a more uniform level. The Canal and lock are not in use, there- 
fore no repairs were required. 

Application has been made to build a fish slide in the dam; salmon 
migrate in the river, and the dam obstructs the way. 

‘The following works, next in order, are managed by a Committee 
in the lumbering trade, and maintained by the tolls levied on lumber 
passing down the river:— 

Ranney Falls—Slides, dam, and guide booms. 

Campbellford—Guide booms. 

Fiddler’s Island.—Wing dams. 

Middle Falls.—Slides, dams and wing dams, and guide booms. 

Crow Bay—Retaining boom. 

Heely Falls-—Dam, slides, and guide booms. 

‘These works are in good working order. A considerable amount of 





3George Ranney, a mill-owner, is commemorated by Ranney's Falls and by 
Ranney Street in Campbeliford. 
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repairs have to be done to them yearly to replace the decayed parts. 
No changes have been made for several years. 

At Heely Falls the still-water navigation commences. It is the lower 
end of the lower reach of still-water navigation on the line. The dam 
was not staunch, and allowed the water to decline below the level of 
intended navigable height. $400 was appropriated and expended in 
gravelling it; but the sum was insufficient to complete it satisfactorily. 
It would require $400 more. The navigation between Heely Falls and 
Crooks’ Rapids is impeded by a ridge of boulders on flat rock bed at 
Stewart's Island, about a mile below Crooks’ Lock. The same difficulty 
exists between Crooks’ Lock and the foot of Rice Lake. The steamers 
now engaged drawing ore from the Marmora works have been fast on 
these rocks. A sum of $700 has been appropriated for the removal of 
the boulders, and the work will be commenced as soon as the water 
gets low enough. 


CROOKS’ RAPIDS 


‘The works have been and are now under a state of repair and 
improvements for the accommodation of the newly existing traffic— 
that of the transportation of Marmora ore. The lock gates have been 
renewed; the guard walls repaired; frame guards built for guidance and 
protection of steamers along the banks; a new swing bridge over lock, 
and other necessary conveniences for the well working of the station, 
which have cost $3,730. There are still further improvements and 
repairs necessary. 

Although these works have been a long time in existence, they were 
never worked, and, in a manner, not perfected, causing now more than 
ordinary putting to rights. Portions have gone to decay that have now 
to be renewed. The lock-house is untenantable and requires repairs; 
there is a strong leak under the lower mitre still that requires to be 
staunched; an engine-house built for the engine that was used to pump 
the lock. 

As before stated, there exists the difficulty of an intricate channel 
between the boulders from the works to Rice Lake. The navigation to 
Whitlas from Rice Lake is good. 


WHITLAS RAPIDS 


The works are not in use for still-water navigation, and entirely out 
of repair. 


LITTLE LAKE, 
The booms and piers are in good order. 





National Maritime Museum, Greenwich R, Salmon 


(1) THE ANN OFF BIRKENHEAD. 





National Maaime Muscam, Greeawied 1. Waiteombe 


[2 THE EALING GROVE 
The Ann and the Ealing Grove were ships of the type which carried the Peter Robinson 


Emigration to Canada in 1425; oil paintings reproduced by permission of the Trustees of the 
Museum 








[3] SHELL GoRGET [4] POTHOLE NEAR CEDAR LAKE 
‘An ocean shell found ina mound on Sugar The belief in the locality is that the Indians 
Island, Rice Lake, indicating Indian trade ‘made it for threshing wild rice 


with tribes on the Atlantic coast 





(Coertesy Royal Ontario Museum 
[5] AERIAL VIEW OF THE SERPENT MOUNDS, RICE LAKE 








Smund Samuel Canadiana 


ames Pattison Cockburn 
[9] JOSEPH KEELER’S TAVERN, CRAMAHE, 1829-30 
Keeler, founder of Cramahe (Colborne), was prominent in settling and developing both 


front and rear townships. 





Public Archives of Canada ews. Php Bainbrigee 
[10] COBOURG IN 1840 


Old Vietoria College is seen in the rear, and the Custom House at the left through which 
wagons were driven on to the pier 


Peteboroush Public Liteary ‘Auributed to Mra Ca 


[11] PORT HOPE IN THE EIGHTEEN-FORTIES 
This fine lithograph has only recently been discovered 
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BUCKHORN 


The works are in good order. An order for the two new boom piers 
to be built has been given, and will be put in soon: will cost about $100. 
Of late the boom has been carried away by lumbermen, which will have 
to be replaced or paid for by the parties. 

At this station is another division between the lumber navigation 
and the still water navigation. The dam here maintains the level of 
Buckhorn, Chemong, and Pigeon Lakes, and sets the water back to the 
lock at Bobcaygean, a large sheet of water. In seasons of low water a 
division of the channel between the steamboat navigation and the 
lumberers is a matter of contention. 


BOBCAYGEAN 


The dams and slides are in good order. 

The lock gates do not work well; one of the wicket gates is broken 
in the north upper gate, which involves the necessity of raising the gate 
above water or pumping the lock to repair it. The leak caused by that 
defect makes the lower gates work hard. 

‘The water in the river being too high during the whole of last winter 
to undertake to raise the gates above it is why it was not repaired last 
winter. I believe it will be advisable to pump the lock chamber next 
winter to clean it out, and put all the gates in order. The swing bridge 
over the canal is worn out and should be repaired immediately, fearing 
it may drop into the Canal. Preparations are being made to repair it. 

‘There are four steamers that ply through this lock daily. 

The navigation to Lindsay from Bobcaygean is good except through 
the cuts on the Scugog River. 

Piles and booms should be placed along the sides to guard off the 
stumps and trees. The direction is bad and the width narrow. 


LINDSAY 


‘The works are in good order. The slide is not very much used. A fish 
slide has been asked for at this station. A good deal of difficulty exists 
in keeping the level of the water above the dam uniform; conflicting 
interests are hard to satisfy, and it is rather difficult at all seasons to 
meet the exactness required by the different parties. 

‘The navigation from Lindsay to Lake Scugog could be improved 
a good deal by removing trees and stumps from off the points and sharp 
tums, giving a greater width of river which is required in many places. 
‘The navigation has been very much impeded by Township Bridges 
across the river, with no provision made to pass them. They have been 
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removed of late. At the foot of Scugog Lake the deepest channel is 
very crooked; eight buoys to mark the channel would be a very great 
improvement. 
‘All of which are respectfully submitted. 
Thave the honor to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
G. W. RANNEY,! 
Superintendent, Trent Works. 
1A longer and more detailed but somewhat repetitious account of the Trent 
development at the time of Confederation is “Deseriton of Works onthe Trent 
by G. W. Ranney” in General Report of the Commissioner of Public 
Works’ for ine Year Ending 30th June, 1867, pp. 116-30. Included is an elaborate 


table of changes in water levels, of dams, slides, piers, booms, and other works; 
and in many instances the date of construction, cost, and other details are given. 





VI. GENERAL TRANSPORTATION 


‘HE NINE documents in this Section are illustrative of the 

numerous petitions, reports, agreements, and projects with 
respect to transportation that are to be found in every type of 
record of the times, Covering as they do roads, ferries, bridges, 
railroads, and plank roads, these items indicate the continual efforts 
that were made to improve travel conditions. The Rice Lake ferry, 
the subject of Nos. 1 and 2, was apparently inaugurated, though 
it was no doubt superseded by Captain Cleghorn’s steamboat 
Pemedash, a schedule of the operation of which appears in the 
Cobourg Star of July 31, 1833. No. 4, the first report relative to 
the projected railway from Cobourg northward, is a rare item 
found in the Library of the British Museum upon a subject on 
which a book might’be written. Nos. 6 and 9 typefy the innumer- 
able petitions for improved transportation facilities; and Nos. 7 
and 8 outline the plans for and construction of the plank road 
which temporarily replaced proceedings on the construction of the 
Cobourg-Rice Lake railway. In the late eighteen-fifties two rail- 
ways northward were in operation, and No. 10 provides a summary 
of their early traffic. 


1. Rice Lake Ferry, 1820 


[Archives of Ontario, Crown Land Papers, 61 (11), Ferry Service 
Leases] 


In Council 13 December 1820, 


Administration of Sir Peregrine Maitland K.C.B. Lieutenant-Governor. 
Ordered that John William Bannister, of the Township of Otonabie, 
in the District of Newcastle, Esquire, Lieutenant Royal Navy, Shall 
receive a Lease of the Ferry from Lot number sixteen in the ninth 
Concession of the Township of Hamilton, to any part of the Waters 
of the Rice Lake, and up and down the Rivers Otonabie and Trent, 
for the Term of five years—from the next Quarter day after this 
date, at the annual Rent of One Pound five Shillings Currency, the 
Rent to commence on the said Quarter day and to be paid annually — 
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The Lease to be always subject to such Rules and Regulations for 
Ferriage and attendance as the Justices of the said District of New- 
castle in Sessions may adopt. 


John Beikie 
Confl Clk 
To 


‘The Attorney General 


2. PETITION FOR A FERRY AT Rice Lake, 1827 


[Public Archives of Canada, Executive Council Papers, R.G. 1, E. 3, 
Vol. 28, pp. 71-4] 


We the undersigned beg leave to state that in consequence of no 
regular Ferry being kept on the Rice Lake, Persons arriving there, and 
wishing to cross, are often put to very great inconvenience and delay 
and subject to imposition from Persons taking advantage of their 
necessities. 

We are therefore of opinion that the situation mentioned in the 
Petition of Aaron Elsworth is the one most proper for a Ferry upon 
the Lake and we have no hesitation in recommending him as a very 
suitable person to keep the same. 

We are likewise of opinion that it is expedient that some land on each 
side of the Lake should be assigned to the Lessee of the Ferry.— 


John Covert J.P. Zacheus Burnham J.P. 
W. Falkner J.P. Saml. S. Wilmot J.P. 
John Lester J.P. Elias Jones J.P. 

Chas. Rubidge J.P. Walter Boswell J.P. 
David Smart J.P. Richd. Hare J.P. 

John Brown J.P. J. A. Keeler J.P. 

J. Williams J.P. 


To His Excellency Sir P. Maitland 
K.CB. & & & 


The Petition of Aaron Elsworth of the Township of Hamilton in the 
District of Newcastle. 
Humbly represents— 
‘That it would greatly promote the Public convenience in general & 
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particularly add to the prosperity of the Settlements— North of the Rice 
Lake, if a regular Ferry were established & properly conducted, across 
the Rice Lake connecting that line of Road leading from Cobourg to 
Peterboro’-— 

Your Petitioner further represents— that, in order to have the Ferry 
properly conducted, it is necessary that a Ferry-House be kept on each 
side of the Lake; & as the business of the Ferry, would, for some time 
to Come, afford but partial employment & small remuneration to the 
Persons keeping the same, it is desirable that a quantity of land suit- 
able for cultivation be reserved for the use of the Ferry on each side of 
the Lake at, or convenient to, the Landing Place 

Your Petitioner therefore humbly prays, that 100 acres of the Town 
reservation in Otonobee adjoining Capt. Chas. Anderson’s East Line, 
and 15 acres of the North East corner of Lot No 10 in the 9th Con- 
cession of Hamilton may be reserved for the use of a Ferry— 

And your petitioner further prays that the Ferry with the Lands 
reserved for its use, may be leased to him for the Period of 21 Years, 
and in duty Bound will ever pray— 


Aaron Ellsworth 


Cobourg April 13th 1827 


Executive Council Office 
York 8th June 1827 


Notice is hereby given, by order of His Excellency the Lieutenant 
Governor in Council, that Sealed Tenders, Post paid, for Lease of the 
Ferry across the Rice Lake, in the Line of communication leading from 
Cobourg to Peterborough, for the term of seven years, from the first 
of August next, subject to such Rules and Regulations for Ferriage and 
attendance, as the Magistrates in General Quarter Sessions of the Peace 
may adopt, endorsed “Tender for Ferry”—will be received at this 
Office until the said first day of August, on which day the Lease will 
be adjudged to the Highest Bidder, who will be required to pay One 
Pound, twelve Shillings, and six Pence, Currency before the Patent 
issues, and to enter into the usual Security for the due payment of the 
Rent. 
(Signed) John Small 
Clerk Executive Council 
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3. “THe CoMPLAINT OF THE TRENT BRIDGE” 
[Thomas Carr in the Cobourg Star, May 10, 1831] 


To the Editor of the Cobourg Star and Newcastle General Advertiser. 
Dear Mr. Editor,— 


As complaints for real or fancied grievances are now the order of the 
day, I too must lift my feeble voice among my betters, and pour my 
sorrows into your ear—an ear which should be ever open to any 
information, suggestion, or complaint touching public property or 
prosperity. 

Although I form a communication over the noblest river in this 
prosperous district—a river, which, at no distant period will, despite 
of the gay and haughty villages on its front, concentrate and pour into 
Lake Ontario all the wealth produced near its tributary streams—yet 
Thave been unfortunate and neglected ever since the hour of my birth. 
Some indeed say that one of my misfortunes was born with me; and 
that, even during my very youth, I could never get one of my feet on 
the ground. 

But my misfortunes have been brought upon me chiefly by an in- 
corrigible, though perhaps a useful, race of mortals called LUMBER- 
JACKS, whom, however, I would name the Cossacks of Upper 
Canada, who, having been reared among the oaks and pines of the wild 
forest, have never been subjected to the salutary restraint of laws. The 
injuries which they have done me have been marked by wantonness 
and ingratitude; for to them have I been hitherto chiefly useful. 

One night (I shall never forget it) a band of these foresters having 
reached the foot of the Rice Lake upon a raft, they secured, as they 
thought, their charge to the shore; and being all votaries of Bacchus 
and tormented with an incessant and unextinguishable thirst, they 
adjourned to a tavern to spend the night in the worship of the jolly 
god. Meantime the huge raft, being no partaker of their orgies, took 
its revenge by breaking from its moorings and (dreadful to relate) 
entered the TRENT without a pilot. What was my consternation, Mr. 
Editor, when the great mass of timber came floating on, like an island, 
or like the Kraken, that vast sea-monster, which was seen and described 

1This bridge connected Asphodel and Percy townships and was built in 1827, 
after the previous one, built a year earlier, had been carried away by spring floods. 
The letter appearing on May 10, 1831, had apparently some effect, for in the 
1832-33 sessions of the Legislative Assembly a grant of £300 was made towards 


its repair, and £100 further in 1834. See Section XI, No. 2, for a biographical 
note on Thomas Carr. 
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by the Danish Bishop of Pontoppidon. On it came, and right against 
my weak part it drove, giving it a lurch to leeward from which it has 
never recovered. 

Another disaster, still more fatal, befell me in the spring of 1830. 
For you must know that these my bitter enemies, whose obdurate hearts 
no services of mine can nullify, purposely ran their rafts against me, 
and wishing me with the most cordial goodwill at the d——1. At the 
time just mentioned another raft, manned by a crew of dreadnoughts, 
cither from negligence, drunkenness, or design, ran foul of one of my 
piers which, to my great grief and the detriment of his Majesty's loyal 
subjects, was either cut or carried away, leaving a monstrous chasm 
through which the Shannon, with all her studdin’ sails set, might have 
chased the Chesapeake. For this damage no redress could be obtained; 
because, forsooth, there was either no law or none to prosecute. 

But this, Mr. Editor, is by no means the sum total of my distresses. 
For the points of my piers and my legs or posts have been so chafed, 
rubbed, fretted, attrited, and shattered by the ice that unless they be 
speedily cased and protected they will soon fail me, and then there will 
be at once an end to my sufferings and existence. 

It seems, and I am sorry to say it, that I have even false friends as 
well as open enemies. For, a subscription having been made lately to 
repair my shattered frame, a person, it has been said, engaged by con- 
tract to make me a new pier as good as the others; to lay my flooring 
with hewed or flatted timber, to straighten my obliquity, and to ease 
all the points of my piers and posts to secure them from further damage 
from ice. 

But mark the manner in which I have been treated. The new pier 
is six feet too short and formed of timbers partly decayed; the flooring 
is composed of ugly poles; no casing has been done; and my obliquity 
remains the same. 

‘Now as far as contracts are concerned, my case, Mr. Editor, is doubt- 
ful, for in this respect I must submit to such treatment as my neighbors 
receive, But might not our legislators, those guardians of public property 
and liberty, pass an act to protect me, and others exposed as I am, from 
wanton violence, and to place us under the custody of some persons— 
say the Surveyor of Roads, who might be amenable to punishment for 
neglect of duty. 

By making my case known to the public, you may convince me, dear 
Mr. Editor, that I have at least one friend, and make me proud when- 
ever you travel this way to convey you safely across the noble stream, 
over which stands the injured TRENT BRIDGE. 
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4, SURVEY FOR THE CozourG Ram Roap Company, 1835 


[A copy of First Report of the Directors of the Cobourg Rail Road 
Company (Cobourg, 1835), Library of the British Museum] 


In laying before the stockholders the Report of the Engineer on the 
completion of his Survey, the Directors deem it incumbent on them to 
furnish a detailed account of their progress, and to draw attention to 
some of the most striking points connected with the important work in 
which they are engaged. 

Their first object being to obtain, with as much expedition as possible, 
such an estimate of the cost of the undertaking as could be relied on 
with security, they devoted their earliest attention in selecting an 
Engineer of known practical skill to accomplish that task. With this 
view, they opened a correspondence with gentlemen in the United States 
and other parts, from whom they deemed they might obtain the neces- 
sary information. Several Engineers in the former country, who were 
highly recommended, offered to undertake the work, but the Directors 
consider they exercised the trust confided to them with prudence, in 
preferring the services of a gentleman of acknowledged ability and high 
standing in the profession, in their own country; who, having been em- 
ployed by the Government in the extensive surveys of the waters of 
this part of the Province, with which the contemplated Rail-road is so 
closely connected, might be considered as having some claim to their 
particular consideration, 

The choice of the Engineer having been thus made, and the terms 
of the Survey agreed on, they instructed him ‘to ascertain the most 
eligible and least expensive route, for a railway from Cobourg to the 
Rice Lake, at that point which might be found most practicable, near 
the direct line of communication with the Otonabee River’. To aid him 
in this work, the Directors spared no pains in seeking all the information 
that could be obtained, respecting the nature of the country and its 
capabilities for the purposes required, Several of them, during the 
progress of the Survey, were nearly constantly employed in examining 
the country personally; and the Engineer acknowledges in his Report, 


3N. H. Baird, who was also the original surveyor for the Trent Canal. He was 
assisted by Frederick P. Rubidge, Cobourg, a poet as well as a surveyor. (See 
Section XII, No. 1, for a biographical note and a selection from his verse.) The 
original charter of the Cobourg and Rice Lake Rail Road Company is dated 
March 6, 1834, and provided for a capital of £40,000 in shares of 210. Con- 
struction was to start within two years and be finished within eight. Indicative 
of the enthusiasm is the fact that £4650 was subscribed at a public meeting in 
Cobourg, the proceedings of which are detailed in the Cobourg Star of July 8, 
1835, 
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that by their activity his labors were materially lessened, and much time 
was saved, 

To meet the outlay necessarily incurred in this preliminary portion 
of the undertaking, the Directors thought proper to call in an instalment 
of 2% per cent on the stock subscribed, which will pay a large portion 
of the expense of the Survey. 

Until the estimate was completed, and the practicability of the work 
ascertained, it was determined not to solicit subscribers amongst those 
whose only object could be the investment of their capital with the 
expectation of a reasonable return; as it was deemed more just that 
the cost incurred in determining whether the work were practicable at 
a moderate outlay, and could therefore be profitably engaged in, should 
at first be met by individuals whose residence in the country, and 
particular interest in its prosperity, rendered the completion of the work, 
with them, an object of paramount importance. 

It is with much satisfaction the Directors have it in their power to 
state, that the result of the Survey has been in every respect most favor- 
able. 

In the investigation of the country over which the road will have to 
pass, no essential difficulty has presented itself, and the estimate does 
not exceed the usual cost of works of a similar description. Although, 
upon an inspection of the plans, it will be found that in the progress 
of the road to the Rice Lake a considerable rise has to be overcome, 
yet, taking the nature of the trade of the country into consideration, it 
will not form any serious obstacle to the undertaking. On a comparison 
of the weight of the productions of the country which will have to 
descend this road to find their market with the supplies which are sent 
into the country in return, it will readily be conceded, by every person 
who has the slightest knowledge of the subject, that the former bears a 
proportion to the latter of at least ten to one; and consequently, if the 
road were perfectly level, ten times more power would be required to 
bring the produce of the back country to market, than would be neces- 
sary for the transport of merchandize to the interior. That which would, 
therefore, prove, under different circumstances, if not an insurmount- 
able difficulty to the success of the work, at least a very considerable 
injury to it, from the nature of the trade for which the railway is to 
prove a medium, becomes a positive advantage. 

The route at present contemplated, without reference to such im- 
provements as may be fairly anticipated from more particular examina- 
tion during the progress of the work, will permit the successful 
application of animal or locomotive power upon the whole line; the 
cost of which, ready for complete operation, is estimated at Twenty-six 
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thousand eight hundred and thirty-two pounds five shillings and three 
pence, for the grading of a double track, and the completion of a single 
line of railway. A result, in the opinion of the Directors, most satis- 
factory, and as favorable as the most sanguine could have ventured to 
anticipate. 

In consequence of the numerous suggestions to the Engineer, of 
probable improvements in the line, all which required particular in- 
vestigation, the Survey has occupied more time than the Directors were 
led to anticipate. It was, however, deemed by them to be their particular 
duty to take care that the country should be thoroughly examined before 
the stock was brought fully into the market, in order that enterprising 
individuals, who embarked their capital in the undertaking, should have 
before them an estimate founded upon certain data. 

The Survey being completed, and the expense carefully ascertained, 
the Directors have it now in their power, to invite Capitalists to invest 
their means in the work, with the confident assurance of a speedy and 
ample return. 

If the cost of this work be considered with reference to the important 
objects to be effected by it, it will be found to bear a proportion more 
inconsiderable than most works of a similar nature. In the interior of 
this portion of the Province we have beautiful lakes and rivers, made 
navigable by nature for vessels of all descriptions, washing shores of 
nearly 200 miles of country, teeming with rich productions, and rapidly 
increasing in population. On the banks of these waters, towns and 
villages are erecting and rapidly rising into notice, while streams, fit for 
all purposes of machinery, pursue their course through the country in 
almost every direction. The only drawback to its prosperity, the only 
want, the supply of which would at once render it one of the most rich 
and populous sections of the New World, is an easy and ready access 
to market. When it is considered that this object can be fully effected, 
at a cost of only about £26,000, that this sum will at once open this 
splendid portion of country to the markets of the United States and 
Lower Canada, and through them give access even to the sea, no doubt 
can remain of the advantage of the investment now offered to the Public. 
If it be permitted to speculate upon the probable results, from the 
improvement of the magnificent rivers and lakes, which connect the 
Rice Lake with Lakes Simcoe and Huron, which at present engage so 
much the attention of the Government of this Province, it must be 
allowed not {to] be unreasonable to entertain the expectation, that a 
great portion of the produce of the Western Country would find its way 
to market over this rail-way. This view of the subject is particularly 
alluded to and supported in the report of the Engineer, and the fact 
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that it would shorten the distance from the Western shores of Lake 
Michigan to the Southern shore of Lake Ontario, (say at Oswego,) 
nearly 300 miles, is amply sufficient to show that this opinion is not a 
mere chimera. It is unnecessary however to resort to this argument for 
the purpose of inducing conviction of the advantages of our under- 
taking, and the return likely to arise from it; the extent of trade with 
the rapidly improving country north of the Rice Lake, which this com- 
munication must demand, will surely warrant the outlay of the sum 
required, and the most sanguine hopes of an ample remuneration.? 


A. Rubidge, 
Secretary. 
W. Boswell, 
P.C.R.R. Co’. 


5. PETITION OF INHABITANTS OF FENELON AND VERULAM 
TOWNSHIPS FOR A Roap, 1842 


[Public Archives of Canada, Public Works I, Vol. 46, March, 1842] 


Peterboro 31** March 42 

F. C. Murdock Esq? 

Chief Secretary &. &. 
Kingston 

Sir 

T have the honor to enclose a petition from the Inhabitants of Fene- 
lon & neighbourhood to his Excellency the Governor General praying 
his Excellency to take into consideration the expediency of completing 
the work commenced at Lindsay and constructing a Road from Scugog 
to Windsor? on Lake Ontario. 


1This hope proved far from realization. As the years passed, the scope of the 
line was extended across Rice Lake by bridge, and on to Peterborough. The line 
was opened with great éclar in December 1854, but the initial enthusiasm soon 
faded, as did most of a capital investment of about $1,000,000. During the winters 
of 1855 and 1857 the railway bridge was squeezed out of position by ice. Com- 
munication across Rice Lake was cut for months, and was uncertain at best. “T 
was on the last train to cross the bridge,” said William Burnet of Cobourg to the 
editor in 1931, “and it swayed so much that the passengers were afraid they 
would never teach Harwood.” (See Edwin C. Guillet, Cobourg, 1798-1948 
(Oshawa, 1948), pp. 71-99, for an account of the history of the railroad, and 
of a walk over the old roadbed from Cobourg to Peterborough by the author 
and his sons on May 15 and 16, 1948.) 

2An early name for Whitby. The reason for frequent petitions for roads is 
apparent from the hard conditions of early travel. An example from the central 
Trent Valley well illustrates the point. The Peterborough Review of December 
23, 1864, mentions a project to bridge the narrows at Stoney Lake, presumably 
at Boshing (Boschink). The intention was to connect Dummer Township with the 
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I most cordially join in this Petition being well aware of the immense 
benefit the line of communication there proposed would be to a 
number of very fine Townships as well as Fenelon in which I am deeply 
interested being holder of a large tract of Land there and in Verulam 
the adjoining township. I was among the first that settled in Fenelon and 
have expended a large sum in improving it. 

I have the honor to remain 

Sir 
Your Obt Hum! Sert 
James Wallis 


To His Excellency, The Right Honorable, Sir Charles Bagot, G.C.B. 
Governor General of British North America, &c. &. &. 

The Humble Petition of the undersigned Inhabitants of the Town- 
ships of Fenelon and Verulam— 

Sheweth 

That your Petitioners, not without feeling of the most devoted Esteem 
& respect, beg leave to approach your Excellency with the subject of 
their Prayer— 

That your Petitioners are Residents of that part of the Province which 
was until lately the rear of the District of Newcastle, now forming part 
of the new District of Colborne, in the fourth range of Townships from 
lake Ontario. 

That your Petitioners were induced to become settlers in this remote, 
though fertile section of the country by the demonstration on the part 
of the Government of an intention to lay open a communication between 
it and the front Townships by means of the numerous lakes and rivers 
which intersect this portion of the Country, but the free navigation of 
which is at present obstructed by natural barriers— That the erection 
of a dock, to effect the above object, at the Town of Lindsay, was com- 
menced, but all operation upon it has been long since suspended. That 
the lamentably imperfect roads which have been cut through the wilder- 
ness by the needy and thinly scattered pioneers of the forest are such as 





Burleigh Colonization Road, at that time under construction, as may be seen from 
numerous items in that newspaper in the previous months. Work was begun in 
1860, but the notorious “Burleigh rocks,” and the frequent burning of the bridges, 
were difficulties hard to surmount, and the road was entirely impassable early in 
1864. At that time, and earlier, it'was a three-day trip from Peterborough to the 
region north of Stoney Lake. The first was by hired team to Young's Point, where 
a canoe or other boat could be engaged to carry freight and passengers to Tulien’s 
Landing (a sleigh would be used in winter); from Julien’s travel continued by ox- 
team over what was at best a winter road, the trail often being more readily 
negotiated by “packing” the supplies on the shoulders of the travellers. (See 
Poole, op. cit. pp. 208-11, for a contemporary account.) 
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can be traversed for only a short portion of the year, the husbandman 
being compelled to remain within the circumscribed limits of his home 
for the remainder—his grain & other produce during that time being 
comparatively valueless for want of an avenue by which he may trans- 
fer the same to market. 

That such disadvantage naturally chills the ardour of enterprize, 
clogs the wheels of industry, and destroys the energy of the agriculturist 
—That it prevents an extensive and fertile region from being made to 
yield the immense stores it is capable of producing—That it prevents 
the useful Artisan and others from settling among us—since they are 
naturally led to other Countries where more favourable circumstances 
enable the Inhabitants to offer them a more abundant and a more 
certain subsistence. 

That your Petitioners beg most respectfully to call your Excellency’s 
attention to this subject and humbly hope your Excellency will be 
pleased to take into consideration the expediency of completing the 
work commenced at Lindsay, in the Township of Ops, and of construct- 
ing a Plank or other road from the head of Scugog Lake to the Harbour 
of Windsor, by which the Inhabitants of this Portion of the Province 
will be immensely benefitted, and a wide and encouraging field will be 
‘opened to the in-coming stranger and the industrious yeoman of our 
Father Land — 

‘And your Petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray. 








I. Fidler James Wallis 
Resident Clergyman of Fenelon Geo H Sanders [2] 
Robert Dennistoun Geo® Parker 
John Langton his 
Jno. Hore Thot x Brady 
Chat Hore mark 
James M¢Laren B, Beresford 
his William Jordon 
will x Crowley Alex Umphrey 
mark his 
Drury Hutchinson Thomas x Hooke 
Rich Linehan mark 
George Irwin John Bentley 
Pat. Power Tanziy[?] Bentley 
his W" Montgomery 
Jas x Cook his 
mark John x Cook 


Andrew Mortimer mark 
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Arthur McConnell his 

James Walsh John x Duggan 
James Bell mark 

Alex. Bell Frank Cochlan 
Samuel Walsh Will" Allen 
Thomas Ellis James Macculum 
Jobn Jordan W= Elliott 
Augustus Sawers John Bell St 
William thornhill John Bell J" 

John Power Robert Irwin 
Robt Brownlee Henry Brassichant 
Horace umphrey William Jones 


Alexander Dennistoun 
David M°farland 
William Dick 

Robert Hamilton 


6. PROJECTED PLANK Roap, Copours To Rice LaKe, 1842 


[Public Archives of Canada, Public Works I, Vol. 51, Second Report 
of N. H. Baird, surveyor, on the several routes possible for a road from 
Rice Lake to Lake Ontario. This re-examination may have been due to 
a long letter of protest by Henry Ruttan in the previous February. 
Baird’s first report was dated April 26, 1842] 


‘Memoranda on the Plank Road’, October 3, 1842. 


1. The Object to be effected by the proposed road, is to complete 
the Communications between the back country (the chief depot of 
which is Peterboro’) and Lake Ontario in such a way as will give the 
inhabitants of that section of country a ready access and to the most 
advantageous market by this means to afford them some compensations 
for the want of the natural outlet by the River Trent which they have 
been led to expect would be improved by the Provincial Government 
but which I have understood the Board of Works are not at present 
prepared to recommend as it involves an expenditure of about £200,000 
2# The points to be connected are the Rice Lake and the best 
Market and shipping Port on Lake Ontario 
3% I do not conceive the question to be between two roads only— 
there are four roads which necessarily engaged my attention before 
recommending the one adopted by the Board of Works 
‘The 1* Commencing opposite the mouth of the Ottonabee River and 
thence nearly direct south to Cobourg which was the main 
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through fare to L Ontario when Steam Boats formerly plied 
upon Rice Lake 
‘The 24 Commencing from the same point i e the mouth of the Ottona- 
bee river to the head of the Rice Lake or near it, say the old 
Indian Landing, and thence direct to Cobourg about 17 miles 
that is 4% by water distance I take by the Lots allowing for 
angling across and 12% by Land 
The 3° from the same point viz the mouth of the Ottonabee River to 
Pt Hope by the Head of the Lake 17 miles—viz about 6% by 
water and 10% by Land 
miles ch 
and the 4' by the road recommended To Cobourg 15 31— 
To PtHope 13 71—ie 
from the Rice Lake — 


No detailed estimate has been made of the first mentioned route viz 
“from opposite the mouth of the Ottonabee River direct to Cobourg” 
as my Instructions confined me to “at or near the head of Rice Lake” 
as a starting point 

The road recommended from the head of Rice Lake direct to 
Cobourg—I estimate it a sum not exceeding £11,000 

The road at present travelled from the head of the Lake to Port Hope 
is impracticable for a plank road but with an entire deviation of 3 2/3 


miles would cost about £11,040 — 
if planked to Cobourg — 3250 
making in all about £15 290! 


The road recommended will cost £11,166 2/ to the main road and 
including planking the main road between Cobourg & Pt Hope £4073— 
Making in all for the accommodation of the back Country in a choice 
of markets £15,239— 

The road first mentioned in answer to Question N* 3 certainly would 
have great advantages in reference to the navigational only but would 
lose the object to be obtained by either of the other routes, of starting 
from a point where there is considerable travel and intercourse with the 
back Country and part by Land. 

If the road were to be confined to one port only on Lake Ontario The 
second Road refered to is preferable in point of practicability & Expense 
to either of the others and would combine many advantages of a road 
to one point only besides giving facility of access to the District Towns— 

No 3 or present travelled road presents great obstacles and obstruc- 
tions for a plank road but has an advantage if the object be to reach one 
port only, in any other respect my opinion is, that the routes No 2 & 4 
are both preferable to it— 


1The error in addition is Baird’s. In his MS. he wrote “£11, & 40.” 
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PETITIONERS FOR THE PROMOTION OF THE COBOURG AND 
RICE LAKE PLANK ROAD AND FERRY COMPANY, 1845 


The road recommended in my opinion combines for greater advan- 
tages than either of the others—I consider it of immense importance to 
the back country, that no step should be taken to give Pt Hope or 
Cobourg any advantage the one above the other; for the competition 
between these two places renders both markets far better than they 
otherwise would be—and the same competition by the plank road as 
recommended would lessen the expense of freight to come from the 
back Country at the lowest calculation 30 pr cent, and to adopt either 
of the other routes would at once have the effect to give the Port at 
which the road should terminate, so great an advantage, that it would 
necessarily have the effect to almost destroy the other as a market and 
would consequently by putting an end to competition maintain the cost 
of transport at nearly the present rates— 

I have no hesitation in giving it again as my decided opinion that the 
middle road will accommodate a far greater number than either of the 


248 THE VALLEY OF THE TRENT 


others, and that it is the only one that offers a fair promise of reason- 
able communication 
N H Baird 
Civil Engr 
Kingston 34 October 
1842 


7. Copourc-RIck LaKE PLANK Roap 


[From the original, presented to the Manuscript Collection, Toronto 
Public Library, by Edwin C. Guillet] 

Agreement between Josiah White et al and the Cobourg and Rice 
Lake Plank Road and Ferry Company. Dated 5th October, 1847. 


Articles of Agreement had made and entered into at Cobourg this 
fifth day of october in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred 
and forty seven. Between Josiah White of Cobourg, Gentleman, Josiah 
Charles White of the same place, Miller, and John White of Alnwick, 
Saw Miller parties of the first part—and “The Cobourg and Rice Lake 
plank Road and Ferry Company” of the second part as follows 

‘The said parties of the first part for the con- 
sideration hereinafter mentioned do hereby for themselves their Execu- 
tors, Administrators and assigns—covenant promise and agree to and 
with the said parties of the second part their Successors and Assigns 
that they the said parties of the first part their Executors or Adminis- 
trators shall and will at their own proper costs and charges make and 
deliver to the said parties of the second part and their Successors on the 
Shore at Gores Landing on or before the tenth day of May next properly 
piled up two hundred thousand feet of three inch plank in quality, good, 
sound, plumb measured, square edged and fit for the purpose of the 
road to be approved by the Engineers for the time being, sixteen feet or 
eight feet in length and scantling four by six inches sufficient to lay the 
plank upon forming two lines of Sills, And enough plank two by eight 
inches to lay one line as far as the plank will extend. And also on or 
before the fifteenth day of June next one hundred and fifty thousand 
feet of plank of like measurement and quality and subject to the same 
approval and scantling and two inch plank same as aforesaid sufficient 
to lay the said one hundred fifty thousand feet in manner aforesaid. And 
it is further agreed by and between the said parties that if the said parties 
of the first part shall be guilty of any neglect or delay in the delivery of 
the said plank or scantling or if the said plank do not answer the above 
description of Stuff and the said parties of the second part shall give or 
eave notice in writing of such neglect or delay at the place of abode of 
either of the said parties his Executors or Administrators that then and 
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in such case it shall and may be lawful to and for the said parties of the 
second part or their Successors within the space of ten days after such 
notice given or left as aforesaid in case the said parties of the first part 
their Executors or Administrators shall not complete the delivery of the 
said Lumber at either of the said times aforesaid or in case any portion 
of it shall not be square edged sound and plumb measured as aforesaid 
required or if such portion as may not answer that described be not 
within the time aforesaid supplied in lieu of that, that may be cast to 
purchase from other persons willing to contract for the same, plank and 
scantling sufficient to complete the above contract of good sound plumb 
measured square-edged stuff fit for the Road And shall and may deduct 
and retain to themselves all such sum and sums of money and expenses 
as they shall pay or incur in supplying the said plank or Scantling 

‘And the said parties of the second part do 
hereby for themselves their successors and Assigns covenant, promise 
and agree to and with the said parties of the first part their Executors, 
Administrators and assigns that they the said parties of the second part 
shall and will well and truly pay or cause to be paid unto the said parties 
of the first part their Executors, Administrators and Assigns the sum 
of twenty-five shillings per thousand feet (board measure) of plank 
when delivered as aforesaid. And for the Scantling twenty five shillings 
per thousand in manner following that is to say, 

Immediately on delivery of the several quantities one half the value 
thereof and the remaining half due within six months after delivery as 
aforesaid. 

‘And for the due performance and stipulations by them mutually 
entered into each of them the said parties of the first and second part 
by these presents do bind themselves unto the other of them in the 
penal sum of one hundred and fifty pounds of lawful money of Canada 
by way of liquidated damages. And lastly it is hereby convenanted and 
agreed by and between the said parties to these presents that if any dis- 
pute or difference shall happen to arise between them touching the said 
contract that then and in such case it shall be left to the determination 
and award of three indifferent persons or any two of them one to be 
named by the said parties of the first part their Executors Administra- 
tors or Assigns and the other by the said parties of the second part their 
Successors or Assigns and the third by the said two persons so to be 
named immediately after such dispute shall arise, 

And the said parties hereto do hereby cove- 
nant promise and agree to and with each other that they the said parties 
shall and will severally stand to, abide, perform, and keep the award and 
determination of the said three persons or any two of them so as the 
same shall be made in writing under the hands and seals of the said 
Arbitrators within one calendar month next after such reference. 
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In Witness whereof the said parties of the first 
part have hereunto severally set their hands and seals. And the said 
Rice Lake Plank Road and ferry Company have hereunto affixed their 
corporate seal and caused to be put the hand of William Weller Esquire 
President thereof on the day and year first above written 

Signed Sealed and 


Delivered in presance of Josiah White 
John Beatty Jr. Josiah C White 
Witness to first Signature | John White 
John Beatty Jr Wm Weller President 


Witness to all Signatures 


‘Memorandum [on back] The Cobourg and Rice Lake Plank Road and 
Ferry Company of the one part and Josiah White, Josiah Charles White 
and John White, the parties within named of the second part do hereby 
mutually release and discharge each other from all liability and demands 
of what kind or nature soever upon or in respect of the within con- 
tract—and the said Parties of the second part hereby acknowledge pay- 
ment in full of all monies due or payable to them by the said Company 
upon the within Contract Dated at Cobourg this Seventh day of July 
Anno Domini 1848'— 
Signed Sealed and 


Delivered in presence of Wm Weller President 
James Cockburn. Witness to Josiah White 
Execution by the President and JC White 

by Josiah and Josiah Chat 

White — 


8. TRANSPORTATION PETITION FROM INHABITANTS OF 
Port PERRY, 1857 


[Public Archives of Canada, Trent Canal, R.G. 11, P.W. 5, Vol. 19] 
Memorial jor the Improvement of the Navigation between Port Perry 
and Fenelon Falls. 


To the Honourable Francois Lemieux Chief Commissioner of Public 
Works of Canada & & & 


2"The Cobourg and Rice Lake Road is getting on famously. The whole line is 
now graded, and a portion of it planked. So good is the road at present that one 
team can with ease draw 14 bbls. of flour from Gore’s Landing to the Cobourg 
wharf twice a day. We hope that our fair townswomen will make the Lords of 
creation drive them out to Rice Lake at least once a week during the summer. 
It will do all parties good to escape from the dust and dirt of the town to the 
‘green fields and pure air of the country.” (Cobourg Star, May 17, 1848.) “A fine 
plank-road,” wrote Samuel Strickland in 1851, “has been constructed from this 
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We your petitioners Inhabitants of the Village of Port Perry in the 
County of Ontario 

Humbly Sheweth that they have sufered much in consequence of the 
Imperfect state of the Navigation between this place and Fenelon Falls 
during the past season that the Steamers plying between those two 
places and Lindsay could not perform their regular trips and portion 
of the season one of them was obliged to be confined to Sturgeon Lake 
thereby requiring transhipment at Lindsay of All through freight caused 
partialy by the lowness of the water and a bar across the river below the 
Lock at Lindsay, and the Imperfect condition of the Lock and dam at 
Lindsay Alowing the watter to escape and thereby lowering the watter 
in Scugog Lake. not only preventing the free and easy Navigation of 
the Lake, but a stopage of the Numerous Sawmills to the great damage 
of the owners at this place, your petitioners feel the great and urgent 
necesity of perfecting the Navigation of Scugog Lake and the river 
through to Sturgeon Lake by dredging out and straightening portions 
of the river and building of a new Dock at Lindsay is of great Impor- 
tance to meet the growing wants of the Country, that the completion of 
these works in a good and substantial manner would not only be of 
great Importance to this section of the Country, but to the Townships 
lying North of Lindsay, and the construction of Locks at Fenelon Falls 
for Vesels to ascend would open up another new feature to the Country 
lying North and west of Fenelon Falls and bring into market a large 
portion of Government Lands which would be settled and Improved at 
once, Not taking into account the extensive Lumbering operations 
which would be carried on on those Lakes and rivers. Now lying in a 
state of Nature for the want of a proper communication with the fron- 
tier, and when completed, those lines of Navigable watters extending 
as they do far into the Interior would be of least Importance to every 
portion of the Country with in its Influence as well as a source of revenue 
to the public Treasury, whearas the present outlay and Imperfect state 
of the Navigation will only be comparitively of little or no benefit. 

Your petitioners would most earnestly request that you would lay 
the matter before the Government and take such measures as desired 
advisable to apropriate a sufficient sum of Money for the completion of 
those works or as much as would be deemed prudent with a View to the 
completion of the whole and that the work should be commenced at as 


place (Gore's Landing] to Cobourg, avoiding all the high hills. The stage time is 
an hour and a half between lake and lake.” (Twenty-Seven Years in Canada 
West, (London, 1853), Vol. 1, p. 64.) A typescript on plank roads in Canada 
West, “Plank Roads: an Account of their History and Construction, together with 
‘Travellers’ Descriptions of Journeys upon Them,” by Edwin C. Guillet, may be 
found in the Library of Parliament, Ottawa, the Toronto Public Library, and the 
University of Toronto Library. 
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early a day as posible and as in duty bound your petitioners will ever 


pray 


R Lund J.P. 
Edward Major 
Chas Payne 

John W. Davis 
Tho? Paxton 
Joseph Bigelow, P.M. 
William Paxton 
George Paxton 
William King 
William James Trounce 
Robert Parker 
David Rose 

T Bigelow 

John Buchanan 

D. V. Daily 

Jacob W. Straw 
John A. Mason 
William White 
JD Foster 

Robert Kelly 
Daniel [2] 

Aaron [7] 

Jacob Burnham 
George Snook 
Philip Smith 

B. G. Whittaker 
Charles M. Martin 
Benjamin Crandell 
Levi Chatelle 
John Platten 

Tho* Buchanan 
Jabez Barns 

W. S. Smith 

Geo, M. Ewart 
John Nott 

John Addison 
Chas Weightman 
Jacob Corbman 
Alonzo Sexton 

J Smith 


Joseph B. More 
Henry R. Haskin 
Gasper Bowen 
John P Randall 
Harvey Staley 
Geo Everest 
James B Lazier 
James Squire 
Andrew Lazier 
William Nott 
Cuff Buland 
John Jeffery 
Isaac Weeks 
Allen J M‘Nab 
Jeremiah Centers 
A. H. Doty 
Samuel Platten 
John Nichols 
Willis W Cook 
Jesse Ireland 
J.C. Bowerman 
W. D. Bowerman 
AB Mc Donald 
John Robert Hurst 
Ira Whitney 
Silas J. Haight 
JW. Allison 
John Bower 
Solomon Me vaigh 
W. S. H. Smith 
Thomas MMichael 
Fred Vincent 
Geo Goose 
Alvan T. Corson 
Pq 
H. Phillips 
Waren Norton 
James Good 
W" Vincent 
Joseph G. Schell 
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W" Ross Warren Schell 
We S Sexton Caleb Crandell 
George Cain George Crandell 
James Morris John [2] 


9. EARLY FREIGHT AND PASSENGER TRAFFIC vid RAILWAY 
[Directory . . . of Peterborough and Victoria for 1858, p. 68] 


THE COBOURG AND PETERBOROUGH RAILROAD 


Lumber, Produce, &., shipped by Cobourg and Peterborough Railroad from 
Peterborough, during the years 1855, 1856, and 1857. 





Years Lumber— Flour— Wheat— Wool Potash—_ Lath— 


feet. barrels, bushels. —Ibs. barrels. —_ bundles. 
1855 11,142,479 6530—-28,2552 38,519 48 4188 
1856 15,946,158 19,095 56,862} 36,047 87 25,546 
1857 «13,365,503 «9714. 2L717 62,7726 16,548 





‘The inward freight over the Cobourg Road for the same years amounted to: 
1855, $750,300: 1856, $968,349: and 1857, $888,933. 


‘The number of passenger tickets sold at the Cobourg and Peterborough Railroad 


stations from Ist April, 1857, to Ist April, 1858, was as follows: 








Cobourg to Peterborough 6883 Peterborough to Cobourg. .........5800 
: Baltimore........... 260 Fy Baltimore... 304 
ig Braden’s...0........ 200 * Braden’s..... 35 
® 1400 2 Harwood....+...+ 480 
s 200 2 1. Village 643 
° 500 * Keene 754 
" 100 * Morgan's 2132 


Making a total received for passenger travel of $15,343.23. 


PORT HOPE AND LINDSAY RAILROAD 


‘The returns of freight over the road since it was opened were as follows: From 
10th October, 1857, to March 31st, 1858: 


881 Tons Merchandize....... $3070 
2023” Heavy Freight 2810 
5248 Barrels Flour: 670 
13,656 Bushels Wheat, 670 
450,000 Feet Lumber eases eu 
24 Cords Firewood..... on : 
Unclassified... ae 859 

9243 

Passengers, 4884 : 5834 
Total... seeeeeee 814,627 


‘The gross receipts for April and May 1858 were $10,409.60. 


VII. INDUSTRY: LUMBERING 


TT" SECTION outlines the growth of industry, with special refer- 
ence to the lumber trade. The early items indicate the common 
practice of stealing timber. Petitions for state aid in the building of 
mills, and for damages as a result of high water held back by dams, 
were not infrequent in the period. A particularly valuable list of 
early mills is contained in No. 11, and a summary of industrial 
development in the County of Peterborough in 1861 in No. 12. 
No. 13 is a very early attempt by workmen to regulate their hours 
of work; and the section is rounded out by three excellent accounts 
of the process of lumbering and of driving logs to Quebec. 


1, PETITION FOR SAWMILL AND COMPLAINT OF ILLEGAL LIQUOR 
SALE, SEYMOUR TowNsHIP, 1810 


[Public Archives of Canada, Upper Canada Sundries) 


Upper Canada. 
York 29th March 1810. 
Sir 

M* Cumming & I have a wish of sawing some of the yellow Pine Tim- 
ber which we have taken on the terms of our Contract, into Ship Plank, 
would His Excellency the Lieutenant Governor be pleased to grant us 
a License of occupation to build a Sawmill on the River Trent in the 
Township of Seymour.—There are many Trees which we have taken 
that fit for nothing else, and a vast number felled in 1808. which we 
could only take on the condition of being permitted to build a Saw Mill, 
that must otherwise be lost. 

I take the liberty of mentioning for The information of His Excel- 
lency, that a worthless Yanky of the name of Truman Napping, has 
without authority set himself down in Seymour, where he has built a 
House & vends liquor in the most disorderly manner—He has constantly 
a gang of drunken vagabonds about him, of vagrant whites & Indians, 
constantly fighting among themselves and abusive to others. Napping, is 
himself a notorious bad character, and the greatest irregularities have 
been committed in his House—the abuse of the Government and Laws 
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—his removal would much contribute to the quiet and good order of 
that part of the Country— 


Major Halton I have the honor to be 
&c &e &e Sir 
Your Most obedient 
Humble Servant 
Miles Macdonell 


2. SALE OF STOLEN TiMBER, SEYMOUR TowNsHIP, 1821 


[Archives of Ontario, Crown Land Papers, Correspondence, Memo- 
randa, and Reports on Lumbering] 


Hamilton 30 April 1821 
Sir 

I have the honor to inform you that I have made two Journeys to 
Seymour in compliance with your letter of the 8* Instant relating to the 
timber cut in that Township by persons unauthorised and have seized 
the Same—amounting to about Six thousand Pipe Staves—five thou- 
sand feet Square Oak timber, and four thousand West India Staves— 
The last mentioned Staves are of little value—I have advertised the 
same to be sold on the Seventh day of May next—but from the bad 
prospect of the market of lumber this Year in consequence of the report 
of duty being placed on that article—and the scarcity of money—will 
(in all probability) render the sale of the lumber merely nominal—t 
am informed that it has been represented to you that I bought the nor- 
way, cut in that Township last Year (by way of Speculation) which 
representation I am bound to say is totally void of fact—and dictated 
by a turbulent and vindictive spirit—for, leaving the impropriety of 
such a transaction out of the question, I would not have taken the said 
norway timber, in the state that it was when sold, even as a present. 

I think that I may venture to say that the late depredations committed 
in the Township of Seymour will be the last in that Township on the 
score of lumber. 

I have the honor to be 


Sir 
Your Most Obed* 
Ino. B. Robinson Esqr Humble Servant 
Atty-Genl John Spencer, Sherift 


&e &e & N. District 


soMREI BpSEDMON, 
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4, SaLe oF STOLEN Tamper, 1821 


[Archives of Ontario, Crown Land Papers, Correspondence, Memo- 
randa, and Reports on Lumbering] 


Port Hope 1% May 1821 


Dear Sir 

The Sheriff of this District having seized a large quantity of Timber 
which has been cut on the Crown Lands, has given very general Notice 
of the Sale of it on the 7 Inst, Owing to the Belief that prevails of a 
Duty being intended to be laid on American Lumber, I think very few 
if any Bidders will be found—I therefore considered that it would not 
be improper in me to suggest to you the expediency of some persons 
being authorised to purchase the said Timber at a reasonable Rate for 
the Government which could then be very easily transported to Quebec. 
And this could be done rather advantageously, and at a moderate Ex- 
pence, because the persons who have got out Lumber and intend going 
down with it would be very glad to attach a few more Cribs (as they are 
called) to their Rafts and thereby ensure to themselves Remuneration 
for their Journey which would have been made at all Events—My 
Reason for making the above Observations is that I perceived a petition 
has very lately been laid before the Imperial Parl‘, by some Merchants 
interested in the Lumber Trade of this Country, which may prevent the 
Enactment of the Law imposing Restrictions. 

David Johns has a large Contract with the Navy for the delivery of 
Lumber at Kingston, and it is possible a great proportion of this now to 
be sold might be disposed of there, in Case of more being wanted—At 
any Rate I think Johns would be a safe hand to take Charge of it to 
Quebec, He is going to Quebec in a few weeks—In Case you approve 
of these Remarks you can submit them to the Gov" but not otherwise. 

Be so good as tell McAulay I rect his Letter and shall not neglect 
it’s Contents—At present I know of no person in this District of the 
Name of Wm. Bullock— 

T hope you are all well— 

Believe me Dear Sir 
Yr's very faithfully 
G. S. Boulton 
John B. Robinson Esq 


Atty. Genl. 
York 
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6. PeTrion oF WILLIAM Purp, Ors TowNstiIP, AND 
Report or A. McDoneLL, 1837 


[Archives of Ontario, Crown Land Papers, 62 (1), “Mill Sites”) 


‘To His Excellency Sir Francis Bond Head Knight commander of the 
Royal Hanoverian Guelphic order and of the Prussian Military order 
of Merit. Lieut. Governor of the Province of Upper Canada & & & 
in Council 

‘The Petition of William Purdy of the Township of Ops in the New- 
Castle District 

Humbly Sheweth: 

That your Petitioner in consideration of His building a grist and saw 
mill on the Scugog River on lots number 20, and 21. in the sixth con- 
cession of the said Township of Ops, which was expected to be and has 
been a great public convenience & accommodation but has required a 
very considerable investment of money and many privations by your 
Petitioner, received a grant of said lots and other lands amounting 
altogether to four hundred acres and the promise of being allowed to 
overflow so much of the lands bordering on the waters above the said 
mills as should be required for that purpose, in order to have a con- 
venient & advantageous use of the mill: that the arrangements between 
the Government & your Petitioner were made with the Hon. Peter 
Robinson to whom your Petitioner would respectfully refer on the 
Subject: that your Petitioner is apprehensive that unless some order of 
your Excellency is made, some of the lands necessarily overflowed by 
your Petitioner’s mill dam may be granted unconditionally: which 
would be not only inconsistent with the promise made to your Petitioner 
without which he would not have undertaken this enterprise but would 
also prevent your Petitioner from using his mill & would prove ruinous 
to your Petitioner. 

Wherefore your Petitioner prays that your Excellency will be pleased 
to order that in any grants of such lands a licence to your Petitioner & 
his assigns to overflow them may be reserved, so far as may be required 
for the purposes aforesaid. 

‘And as in duty bound will ever pray 

Wm Purdy 
Toronto 31* January 1837 


With respect to the Petition of William Purdy I beg to state that the 
Mill Site therein alluded to was assigned to the Petitioner on condition 
of his building a good and sufficient Grist & Saw Mill, whereby the 
Settlement in that part of the Country would enjoy the benefit intended 
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by the Government in consideration of such assignment; that from the 
confidence reposed in the Petitioners Knowledge in the erection of Mills 
in situations similar to that referred to in his petition, he was recom- 
mended by the Honble Peter Robinson as a suitable locatee for the Mill 
reservation; on which he has since built Mills in every respect adequate 
to the demand of the surrounding Country — 

I would also state that being in charge of the Settlement forming in 
the Township of Ops I was necessarily made acquainted with the 
understanding that existed between the Petitioner and the Government, 
and I have no Knowledge of any promise of indemnification as to the 
overflowing of any other lands than those on the Shores of the Skugog 
River in the immediate neighborhood of the Works, and then in the 
hands of Government and for which I believe no patents have issued 
without a protecting clause—All which is respectfully submitted — 

‘A. McDonell 
Toronto 2™4 February 1837 


7. PETITION OF CHARLES BLUE ef al., ELDON TOWNSHIP, 1838 
[Archives of Ontario, Crown Lands Papers, 62 (1), ‘Mill Sites’] 


Unto His Excellency Sir George Arthur Lieutenant Governor & & of 

the Province of Upper Canada 
‘The Petition of Charles Blue and other Inhabitants of the Township 
of Eldon in the NewCastle District 

Humbly Sheweth 
That we your humble & loyal subjects humbly request that our ex- 
treme case would be taken into your Excellency’s consideration in 
rendering more or less aid to building a grist Mill in this Township 
which is a sequestered valey surrounded with great swamps and at 
the distance of twelve miles from the nighest Mill. providing a pair 
of millstones was granted we should be well pleased and would 
manage the rest of the Mill ourselves and your petitioners as in duty 
bound will ever pray 


Eldon 13 July George Campbell John McCallum 
1838 Duncan Campbell Neil Smith 

Jas. McDonald Arch? McArthur Colin McLancy 

‘Arch? McFadyen ‘Alext McEachern Aarichibald McCofer 

Allan MacEachem Farquhar McEachern Archy McCafer 

Donald Gunn Neill. McEachern Donald McCofer 

Arch? Campbell Alex McAlpin John Well 


David Logan Gilbert McAlpen Peter Smith 
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Public Archives of Canada 
TRENT RIVER LUMBERMEN PETITION THE BOARD OF WORKS, 
1856 (a) 





Courtesy Miss Phylis Denne 


[12] DRIVE OF LOGS, RICE LAKE, 1864 
The cookery and stable in the foreground 





Canadian Wastrated 


[14] CUTTING THE KEY LOG IN A JAM 
A hazardous operation in log-driving 





‘Photoerash by James Culler 
[13] BLUEBERRY RIDGES, MOUNTAIN 
LAKE, BURLEIGH TOWNSHIP 
Typical of hundreds of square miles in the region 





(1S] THE MULEY UP-AND-DOWN SAW 
Commonly used before 1850 





The Ganaraska Waterbed 


[16] SQUARING TIMBER 
Virgin pine was very different from the modern product 





‘op Collection, Public Archives of Canada 


[17] IN THE WOODS NEAR COBOCONK 





[18] A DRIVE OF LOGS IN KATCHEWANOONK 
Located below Young's Point, the home of George M. Douglas is in the background 


Coartery Mis Phys Denne 


[19] THE ECLIPSE WITH BOOM OF LOGS, RICE LAKE, 1874 





[20] RIVER-DRIVING 








[21] LOG.IAM, FENELON FALLS 


Canadian Msatd 18 Kroupa Courtesy Mie Pfs Denne 





[22] BLAIRTON IRON MINE, MARMORA, [23] RAILWAY TERMINUS AT 
1873 HARWOOD, 
The ore was carried by boat 10 Harwood ‘The railway carried the ore to Cobourg 





[24] NORTH HASTINGS GOLD MINE, 1880 





Canadian Nstrated News 8. Kroes 


[25] WILLIAMS GOLD MINE, MARMORA, 1873 
Developments in mining were in progress in this region as early as the eightcen-twentics 
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TRENT RIVER LUMBERMEN PETITION THE BOARD OF WORKS, 
1856 (b) 
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Duncan MacEachern John McAlpen Angus Fergeson 
Niel McFarlane James McAlepen Alex" Fergeson 
Edward Maden Gilbart McAlpen Arch? Stewart 
Winn Mitchell Duncan McIntyre John Stewart 
Robert Williamson Angue McIntyre D. Cameron 
Malcolm McEachen Andrew Mcintyre Duncan 

John McEachern Archibald McDugald. — McCorquordale 
Donald Campbell Donald McDugald _Isace Ferguson 
James Fresar Andrew McPherson Arch Mcintyre 
Donald McArthur Hector Grant Archibald Jackson 
Hugh Campbell John Grant Alex" Currie 

John Brown Neil Smith Archy McDiffe 
John Brown Donald Grant Alex" Ross 
Malcolm McArthur — James Ure Duncan 

Rodrick Grant John Anderson McCorquodale 
Alex Grant Donald Anderson John McCorquodale 
Archibald McArter Alex" Anderson James McLachlen 
John Mclnnes Alex? McDonald William McLachlen 
John MeIntyre Edward Mather Archibald Spenck 
Peter Campbell Walter Pepper Archibald Currie 
John Campbell Archd Sinclair John Ray 

Alex Campbell Angus McLeoud Archd Ray 
Archibald Campbell Thos. Dunn Colin Ray 
Malcolm McEchnie John Mahoney Hugh MacEachern 
Dugal McGilhrie James FitsSimans  Eachon MacEachern 
Robart McKay Robt Ringland Donald McFadyen 
Alex? Campbell John Ringland Gilbert Keith 
Duncan Campbell Robt Ringland Junior John Smith 

John McArthur Donald McQuaige James Campbell 


8, Tue Quesec Timper TRADE 
(a) EXCERPT FROM LETTER OF HENRY FOWLDS! TO HIS SON, 1851 
[In the Possession of Mrs. Helen Marryat, Hastings] 


Quebec 234 June 51 Dear James 


My five Drams got down 
in Safety Saturday afternoon the weather calm landed 12 drams in 


1Henry Fowlds was born in 1790 in the Isle of Skye. In 1851 he purchased 
from the Honourable James Crooks 1171 acres of land at Crooks’ Rapids, includ- 
ing the mill-site and water power. Long a successful lumberman and public- 
spirited citizen, he was the founder of the village of Hastings and gave it its 
name in 1852 in commemoration of Lady Flora Hastings of whom he had been 
a boyhood sdmirer. He died in 1872. Mrs. Marryat is his great-granddaughter. 
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Gilmours Booms containing three of Adam Earhearts gatherd timber 
and 9 drams of Charles Townsends Mine with 3 drams of Gilchrists 
was to have been left at M" Walkers we ley far out in the tide water 
there being a large Otawa Raft between us and the loading Pears And 
finding that I was expected to bring the timber to the little River at any 
rate intel Sold I thought I might Save time in dooing so at once I could 
not bargain in Montreal with the Agent for the Lumber Merch? left 
them £10 to put me in Paradis Boom and thought I should do better 
below but was mistaken every Boat is in the midst of their hearvest and 
was forced to go over to Point Levee to try the lumber mercht again 
where She had gone to take in coal and agreed for £8 15s. on Sunday 
morning about light it blew heavey draging the Boat and tossing the 
timber much but they lost none And got in themselves freed from the 
Boat Today Monday I have got £250 and paid of the hands honestly 
and as I think fairly without any grumbling 

‘Timber has been sold as high as 7* pr foot from samples in Shiping 
order but measured off I cannot say what I will get perhaps 6% and 
10% for Elm More has been gotten for a little larger av say 11* Scott 
of Scott & Robb is after it would like to have it for 6* perhaps 6% but 
Thave not had oppertunity of judging its value will try tomorrow 

Henry needs £15 more than I sent him and must try and send it 
forthwith I wish he mey come with the first Tow in cribs lathed it is 
just as good and will sell much better And by all means steal ahead of 
the rest for which purpose has sent him 3 Sails which is absolutely 
needful. I rec Mr Crooks letter and accepted his preposal of 27th May 
with the proviso that the Board of Works allow the uce of the waste 
way for the purpose of obtaining their permission for that purpose I 
have wrote James Hall to try and refere theme to Mr Crooks for ex- 
plination I ask £5000 to deliver 100,000 of hardwood 100,000 of pine 
and say 25000 1** & 24 Deal next year in market E. Burstill says enquire 
at Henry who says he will take it into concederation as there is no haste 
Paradis & Anderson will shortley give me an answer I believe I shall 
get it from eather 

I wrote Crooks that I would prefere his allowing the operation at 
Crooks to be suspended for the present as I wished Miller to finish the 
work begun as I should choose and by in the materials for that purpose 
myself. . . . Temperance goes hard. I drink only som cordial it is too 
cold for Spruce beer besides it disagrees with me as well as Soda water 
And drink something I must truely I am paying for nothing 

Henderson had his timber better than last year loaded but the best 
of some of the Cribs is in the bottom. Still his taste is however much 
better than last years foreman & Henry speaks truth when he says he 
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has no taste at all but crowded and careless loading will not sell a raft, 
... A Heavey Blow and storm of Rain has done much dammaige here 
on Sunday morning 2 rafts the property of an Otaway lumberman called 
has been wrecked to single pieces above Carush and others at 
Wood & Petries lying outside Boom has suffered And it has turned out 
very fortunate that care was taken of ours on Saturday night or we 
would nor could not have escaped. I will do all I can to hurry the Sales 
of what is here and get it imadiately measured And will not lost sight 
of Henry will write him imadiatley The Boilar for the Lake Steam Tug 
should be got upon the Novelly principle And the Engine ought to be 
had in the States with a moving cillender and ocetating valves which 
is caused by the motion of the cillender hanging as it does on pinions 
Pipe-staves were invariably made from blue or white oak, while 
like the knobs of a cannon. . . . 
Henry Fowlds 


(b) FOWLDs’s OFFER TO DELIVER TIMBER IN QUEBEC, 1856(?) 
Un the possession of Mrs. Helen Marryat, Hastings] 


Thereby ofer Messrs Gilespie & Co” of the City of Quebec to place 
in William Walkers Booms of that Ctiy in or before the Month of 
August next Square timber Spars of Red pine & White pine Masts to 
the Amount and value of Nine thousand pounds and over at the follow- 
ing valuations 

White pine @ 6%" pr foot 

Red pine @ 74" ” ” 

Elm timber @ 9¢ 1” ” 


White pine girds over 3 & Masts over 20 £15 each 


and pay them 5 pr C* for Sales and guarentee requiring them to give 
their letter of C* to the Montreal or Comercial Bank to accept paper 
drawn on them by me payable by them maturity in Quebec to the 
amount of Five thousand pounds Currency drawn as follows 
£1000 in Dect next 
1000 in Jan’ next 
1000 in FebY next 
1000 in March next 
1000 in May next £2000 coming due in June 
£2000 coming due in July 
1000 coming due in August 
and to pay the raft hands on placing the raft £1000. 
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9, TAKING SQUARE TIMBER FROM STURGEON LAKE To QUEBEC, 1849 


[John Langton,! Early Days in Upper Canada: Letters of John Lang- 
ton (Toronto, 1926), pp. 201-9] 


June 18th, 1849 


Our lumber after all sorts of ups and downs, sometimes getting easily 
through bad places and being awfully detained at easy ones, has got to 
Peterborough at last, with the loss of only four sticks left behind and 
available for next year and one spoiled.? As an illustration of the uncer- 
tain freaks of the Goddess that presides over lumber I may mention that 
we had two bad sticks, a crooked one and an unsound one, which we 
meant to leave behind, but like the bottle imp we never could get rid of 
them. The crooked went over everything without touching and reached 
Peterborough where it lay exposed to public view, to our confusion and 
disgrace, one whole month before it was joined by its fellows. The un- 
sound one formed the foundation of almost every jam in the river, and 
even after it was cut in two parts pertinaciously annoyed us all the way. 
My first estimate of the cost down to Peterborough was £2 or £2.5s 
per stick, but I do not think they have cost more than £1. 10s or £1. 
15s at farthest. £1 more will certainly take them down to Quebec. 
What they will fetch there it is impossible to find out. Nobody will tell 
who knows, and very few know anything about that description of lum- 


Among the most capable and public-spirited pioneers in the Trent Valley was 
John Langton (1808-1894). Born in Lancashire of mercantile parents, he was 
‘educated at Pestalozzi’s Institute in Switzerland and by private tutors. When 
poverty succeeded affiuence in the family’s fortunes, John Langton emigrated to 
Canada in 1833, soon after graduation from Cambridge. Four years later his 
father, his sister Anne, and several others of his family followed, and “Blythe 
Farm,” on Sturgeon Lake near Fenelon Falls, became their home. In 1845 he 
married Lydia Dunsford, daughter of the Church of England incumbent. Promi- 
nent in the lumber business, Warden of the Colborne District, and subsequently 
a member of the Legislative Assembly, Langton was noted for his shrewd estimate 
of men and affairs, best exemplified, perhaps, by his astute opinion against 
Church of England monopoly of Clergy Reserves, in which controversy he fell 
foul of the clerical hierarchy, upon whose heads he let fall some caustic com- 
‘ments. He was appointed first Auditor of Public Accounts. At Confederation he 
became Auditor-General of Canada and was long an authority on public finance. 
His well-developed sense of humour is exemplified by his comment about the 
first six settlers on Sturgeon Lake, who made up in quality for their lack of mu 
bers; for, as he put it, four of them “have been at an university, one at the mili- 
tary college at Woolwich, and the sixth, though boasting no such honours, has 
half a dozen silver spoons and a wife who plays the guitar.” Langton died in 
Toronto on March 19, 1894 

"The Peterborough Review of June 17, 1864, states as a news item that one 
day's run down the Otonabee from Lakefield ‘to Peterborough was 280 cribs, 
worked by 1150 men. A jam caused a three-hour delay, but there was no violence 
among the French-Canadian rivermen. 
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ber. I knew a raft last year of seventy, of which the twenty best sold for 
£8; and we hear on good authority that the owner was offered £5. 
10s for the rest this spring. Now we have very few as bad as his best, 
and I have had pointed out one or two of ours which they say are worth 
£20 or £25. This looks well but per contra I learned from the manager 
of one of the larger lumbering firms at Quebec that the annual demand 
is only for about 2,000 pieces and that their house is concerned in about 
1,500; but he adds that there is always a demand for such sticks as 
some of ours which he saw, and I don’t think he saw our best. 


10, REMINISCENCES OF ROBERT HARRISON, ASPHODEL TOWNSHIP 
[Peterborough Daily Evening Review, October 27, 1902] 


Being at this time engaged in various branches of the timber trade, 
our practice was to mulnette the square pine, load it, all that it would 
float, with pipe staves (which were then in good demand for the West 
India trade), take all down the river and sell out at the Trent, and in 
these respects our efforts were almost always crowned with success. 
These events took place in the thirties, and even then money was gain- 
ing a wider and better circulation; the pulse of Colonial life was making 
itself felt with fairly regular beat in the hearts and homes of families far 
removed from the centres of, perhaps more active, yet certainly not 
more forceful thought that inspired the leading minds of those com- 
munities that were rapidly and permanently lining the shores of the 
greater waters to the south, 

In those early days the timber easily obtainable in Asphodel was of 
great size, and very much of it was of the finest quality. Let one or two 
instances in the experience of the narrator be here cited in illustration of 
the foregoing statement. Shortly after the erection of Walker's Mill we 
were engaged taking our saw-logs on the high sandy ridges a mile west- 
ward, known as ‘Walker's Mountains’, when from a pine tree little 
more than three feet in diameter at the ground we cut eleven twelve 
foot sawlogs; the top end of the top log was a foot in diameter, and 
showing but a few small knots. This was in 1832. On another occasion 
we took out a mast from Lot 15, con. 4, that measured one hundred 
and twenty feet in length, and had a diameter of forty-two inches at what 
was known as the ‘first partner’, which, in that instance, would be the 
distance of forty feet from the ‘grub’, one-third of the entire length. The 
largest piece of square timber ever taken out in Asphodel was cut on 
the west half of Lot 12, con. 3, by the men employed by Foley and 
Grover of Norwood. The stump of the tree, where cut, was seven feet 
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six inches in diameter, and the piece contained by admeasurement nine 
hundred and sixty cubic feet of timber. Every man in the shanty, cook 
included, got on the piece and danced jigs, reels and hornpipes on its 
surface to the music of the fiddle for the two miles’ distance between 
the shanty and the landing place at the forks of the Ouse. The hauling 
and landing of masts, while at times very laborious work on the men 
and horses, had, withal, a spice of real danger to the limbs and lives of 
both sufficiently great to make the work of the mast gang lively, ex- 
citing, and dashing; being ever surcharged with the spirit of daring 
amounting to fascination. To command twenty-two span of spirited, 
active, powerful horses hitched to a ‘bridled’ mast-sleigh to prevent the 
liability while crossing steep ridges to being ‘jacked’ as the mast broke 
over the hillcrests and rushed headlong towards the valley beneath, with 
teamsters mounted and every horse of the forty-four galloping for life at 
full speed; usually on a crooked road, frequently leaping the ‘lead-chain’ 
sideways to avoid being caught and thrown, is by no means the office 
of a sinecure, and has furnished the numberless experiences in the life 
of the narrator not easily either imagined or described. This much for 
the road; now for the landing. Delaney’s was a splendid landing on the 
Trent, two miles below Hastings. A long but not too steep slope formed 
the north bank of the River Trent at this place. Winter was very rapidly 
becoming a thing of the past on the occasion in question. The ground 
was being laid bare of the fast-melting snow. The last monster pine was 
yet lying prone in the mast-road at the foot of a ridge where, at near 
one o'clock in the morning, the sleigh ‘bridle’ had given way, and the 
sleigh was ‘jacked’. But this last mast of the season must be landed 
early next morning, for the ice at Delaney’s was fast becoming honey- 
combed. Every horse and every available man was, at day-light next 
morning, called into requisition. The tacklings were all made ready, 
and mast rolled over and the ‘jacked’ sleigh turned right side up, and 
right end ahead once more. Soon the giant was loaded and again slowly 
moving, for the trusty forty-four men were obliged to test their firm 
muscle and rigid sinew to the utmost. The hill-top was gained; the 
hundreds of broad acres of clearing were passed, the brow of the long 
slope to Delaney’s was at last reached. The sun was high in the noon- 
day skies and shone with all the brilliancy and strength of his early April 
vigor. The flanks of the horses were heaving from long applied and 
strenuous exertion. A ten minutes’ rest was taken, for the work had 
been heavy for the past few hours, and the giant had to be roused from 
his slumbers again, as teamsters bringing forward their peeled skids 
gave evidence of the effort yet to come before the monster would begin 
his head-long rush for the landing berth of his fellows. But, right there, 
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the element of extreme danger lay shimmering in the sunbeams, and in 
the water-covered and honey-combed ice of that splendid river. Soon 
the skids were in position and everything made ready for a start. The 
preliminary order ‘tighten up’, then the command ‘All together’, were 
responded to very closely, yet very quietly, for the men seemed im- 
pressed with a sense of unusual danger from the ice beneath. All seemed, 
instinctively, to become silent, save for an occasional word of direction, 
soon changed to fiery urging to the far ahead lead to ‘clear the way’, 
as the occasional swish of the lead-chain on the icy slope or the clank- 
ing of the whittletrees against the heels of the horses indicated that the 
mast-sleigh with its ponderous load was coming with an ever-increasing 
momentum and carrying destruction to everything caught or overtaken 
in the descent. Urton Hill, my trusty lieutenant, had in the meantime 
daringly mounted the mast, immediately in rear of the chain, and was 
carrying a keen-edge six-pound blocking axe in his hands, which he 
used in lieu of a balancing pole. Every horse had soon reached the ice, 
and all were galloping at the top of their speed; the mast was well-nigh 
full length from the shore when the ice suddenly broke under the great 
strain, and mast, sleigh, and twelve span of the rear horses were in a 
moment, with their riders, floundering in the mass of broken ice and 
water. Ten span of the forward horses were yet on sound ice; there 
remained not a single moment to be lost, otherwise all might be lost 
with it. Instantly the command ‘Cut the Mast Chain’ was given, and 
Hill’s axe swept down upon it like a flash, completely severing it at one 
blow. Then almost as quickly the order ‘heavy on the lead’ was followed 
by descending whips on the flanks of the horses that were still out of 
the water, and though not another word was spoken by anyone, each 
man and horse seemed to work instinctively, with a will; and in less 
time than is required to tell the story of their escape, men and horses 
were all safely standing on the unbroken ice, very little the worse of 
this their last adventure of the season before disbanding for our homes 
on the nearby farms. Blue and white oak, too, was frequently to be 
found with diameter at the stump of more than forty inches, and a 
height of sixty to seventy feet without a branch. 

As the forest rapidly receded before the powerful, well-aimed blows 
of the woodsman’s axe the industry of making pot and pearl ash was 
introduced in the neighborhood of the west branch of the Ouse by the 
late Henry Fowlds. Wheat, too, began to be extensively raised and pre- 
pared for market—not only at Cobourg but at Keene and other points 
of increasing interest, Prices for grain increased with the ever increasing 
demand; labor, by hand, became every year a little higher in price; 
farm hands eagerly taking up land and making homes for themselves; 
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flail-threshing became a tedious, expensive, and unsatisfactory method— 
largely owing to the fact that the chaff could not always be effectually 
removed from the grain, In the rank condition in which wheat usually 
grew in those days the flail left great quantities of chaff known as ‘white~ 
caps’ and which was objected to by the wheat buyers. 

Thus matters progressed until in the year 1843 George Ashe of Cold- 
springs in the township of Hamilton, county of Northumberland, intro- 
duced the first threshing-machine—an open cylinder—but it remained 
for the late James Fife, lot 12, con. 1, to be the first owner of a thresh- 
ing-machine operated and owned in the township. James Fife, Donald 
Cameron, Hugh Christie, and myself were the first in the township to 
own and work the spring-tooth, hand-lift horse-rake, we each having 
purchased one of those horse-rakes on the same day of July in the year 
1852. The first eliptic steel-spring carriage was brought into the town- 
ship by the late Henry Fowlds, then of Westwood; it was a three-seated 
family carriage, seats all facing forward, capable of seating nine full- 
grown people, and apparently strongly enough built to successfully carry 
three times that number of full grown men of the average avoirdupois 
weight. This was in the year 1850, and at its first day’s real service in 
the township Mr. and Mrs. Fowlds, Mr. Jas. Fowlds and his wife and 
two of their children, Miss Elizabeth Fowlds and Messrs. Harry and 
William Fowlds all rode quite comfortably to attend divine service, con- 
ducted by the newly-inducted minister, Rev. Francis Andrews, in 
Cameron’s school house. Shortly after this Mr. Fowlds gave the deed of 
an acre of land and enough lumber to build the Presbyterian church, 
now standing on the south-west comer, lot 11, in the 2nd con. of the 
township of Asphodel. For a number of years, during the sixties, this 
church edifice was occupied by both the Presbyterians under the pas- 
torate of the Rev. Francis Andrews, and the Church of England, under 
the pastorate of Rev. Michael Angelo Farrar. But, returning to more 
primitive times, the first religious services held in the township were 
conducted by a layman, the late John Cameron, at his home at Camer- 
on’s Point. The Indians had, some of them at least, been converted 
to Christianity about this time; but the precepts of the white man’s reli- 
gion not being always carried out by him in practice, the Indians did 
not always agree to be governed by it; and although all were nominally 
Christian, the late James Cameron has frequently told me of seeing the 
children of the forest performing acts of heavily beating their bare chests 
with their clenched fists, and with faces upturned towards the sun, indi- 
cating in these ways and by a sort of weird chant or dirge, that they 
were either lamenting the loss of their dead ones or engaged in solemn 
acts of Sun worship. 
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Be these things as they may, changed conditions of life, dwelling in 
houses instead of wigwams, the clearing up of the country, and the 
advance of civilization are clearly proving that the Indian is fast passing 
away and only at rare and long intervals are they now seen in the 
township. 

While the work of clearing the land was necessarily slow and labori- 
ous yet it was not without many pleasing features both as regards the 
nature of the work itself—wholesome, though heavy—and the abun- 
dance of good cheer which usually accompanied its performance. The 
common practice among farmers in clearing their lands was to cut down 
the timber in fallows of from ten to twelve acres in extent. The under- 
brush was first cut, trimmed, and carefully laid in heaps, as far as pos- 
sible lengthwise, especially if any considerable quantity of beech or 
birch timber grew upon the land, as the brush of these woods, also 
black oak and butternut, were difficult to burn when clearings were 
small and the seasons wet. All fallen timber, too, was cut in convenient 
lengths for logging, which was usually from sixteen to twenty feet, as 
the underbrushing progressed. A good chopper invariably followed the 
terms of an excellent, though unwritten law pertaining to land-clearing, 
which may be here briefly stated; that is to say, underbrush, which 
included all young trees of four inches and under at the ground, were 
to be cut at not more than three inches above the surface; all fallen 
timber except such as would make either pipe staves, square timber, 
saw logs, or fence rails, was to be cut into logging lengths as the under- 
brushing proceeded and an acre in extent of such chopping was, by 
‘common consent, allowed to be a fair day’s work for a good axe-man. 

Pipe-staves were invariably made from blue or white oak, while 
square timber and sawlogs were usually cut from white or yellow pine, 
it being the timber chiefly in demand as sawn lumber or square timber 
either for home use or frontier market, Fence-rails were made from all 
varieties of oak and pine, and from white and black ash, cherry, butter- 
nut, grey and rock elm, cedar, basswood, and even red beech, maple, 
and black birch were used for making fence rails when other more 
suitable timber could not be obtained in sufficient quantity, within the 
limits of the fallow to enclose it with a five-rail fence with locks and 
rider. Timber suitable for fence rails whether it were fallen timber or 
that which was cut down in chopping a fallow, was not cut into the 
ordinary twelve-foot rail lengths, or even cut off where the tree was of 
no further use for rails, for the very good reason that if so cut off the 
entire tree would in all probability be greatly damaged if not entirely 
destroyed by fire in the work of burning off the brush, usually done in 
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May or June. Land clearing was sometimes done by contract, but as a 
rule by the settlers themselves, and the chopping and logging was fre- 
quently done by ‘bees’ to which the men would collect for a radius of 
one to three or four miles. Five men formed a gang of loggers, one of 
them being a teamster in charge of his yoke of oxen. A fallow of ten 
acres was staked off into one acre parcels and when a teamster and a 
gang got their acre logged the day's work was by common consent, at 
an end with that gang. If, however, any gang should have fallen upon 
a piece of bad fortune in the way of an extra heavy ‘through’ as the acre 
parcels were called, his more fortunate comrades as a rule assisted him 
to a finish. Severe contests for who would have his ‘through’ completed 
first often occurred, yet owing to difficulties in timber or the nature of 
the ground in the various ‘throughs’ the best men and best oxen did not 
in all cases succeed in being first done. After the day’s logging was over 
sports were usually engaged in, such as foot races, leaping, vaulting with 
the pole, and wrestling, and the Township of Asphodel produced in 
those days not a few rare champions in the line of athletic sports as well 
as in the safer and more permanent results obtained from clearing the 
land of timber and subsequent tillage of the soil. Severe contests would 
take place at barn raisings, not only as to which side would seal their 
victory and claim their laurels through their having their plate first in 
position and pinned down, but the contest would often be continued 
until nightfall in the matter of athletic sports. The personal experiences 
of the narrator in two or three instances in the above connection may 
be related here in evidence of the nature and extent of the feats some- 
times performed at barn raisings. On the day of the raising the first 
frame barn on the Robert Humphries homestead the narrator was 
chosen captain on one side and victory was wrested from his opponents 
with long odds in placing the plates. The cheers of the victors were 
met by the vanquished with the retort that the victor’s captain was too 
badly used up in his efforts to win success to be capable of engaging in 
the athletic sports that were to follow the erection of the frame. This 
was a challenge of no mean order in the estimation of one who has 
never yet been beaten by his fellows in athletic circles. 

The gauntlet was no sooner flung down on this as on every other 
occasion than it was picked up by the narrator, as the victorious side 
as a matter of honor was bound to meet all challenges from any quarter 
whatever. At that time Mr. Humphries owned a span of handsome 
dappled grey horses that stood sixteen hands in height, This team had 
been used in hauling the timber to convenient places for the men to lift 
it and place it together in bents, and when the raising contest began the 
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team of horses was left standing on a smooth, grassy plot a few rods 
distant. When the vanquished captain of the barn-raising called out his 
challenge in athletics it was instantly responded to by the narrator who, 
throwing off his round-about jacket, called out: ‘Here, then, for a leader’, 
and with a run of twenty feet in length cleared he landed safely on his 
feet on the furwithers of the dappled greys and other side, the feat being 
thus done on level ground. The narrator, in company with the late 
Robert Steele and others, frequently performed feats at barn-raisings of 
walking from opposite plates to the end rafter, there lock arms, make 
a right-about-face, and return to the starting point. 

Feats of slack and tight rope walking, wrestling, vaulting with the 
pole, leaping, lifting heavy weights, etc., were the usual sports engaged 
in by the young men of those days, and few serious accidents of any 
kind attended their performance. 

One good result that followed was to be found in the fact that to 
engage in such sports tended to draw the attention of the younger men 
from the use of ardent spirits and directed their minds and their physical 
energies into better channels. 


11, EARLY MILLs IN PETERBOROUGH AND VICTORIA COUNTIES 


[Directory of the United Counties of Peterborough and Victoria for 
1858 .. . (Peterborough, 1858), pp. 64-8] 


LIST OF SAW MILLS. 


Seawright’s Saw Mill: Thos. Seawright, Proprietor. Situated on outlet of 
Round Lake, Lot 19th, 6th Con., Belmont. 1 saw, cuts 4,000 feet per day. 

Breakenridge Mill: Jebiel Breakenridge, Proprietor. Situated on same 
stream, Lot 18, in Sth Con., Belmont. 1 saw, cuts 4,000 feet per day. This 
mill also contains a run of stones for gristing. 

Holcomb’s Mills: John Holcomb, Proprietor. Situated on Lot 12 in 2nd 
Con., Belmont. 1 saw, cuts 2,000 feet per day. 

Pearce’s Mill: Peter Pearce, Proprietor. On Lot 6th, in 9th Con., Belmont. 
1 saw, cuts 2,000 feet daily. 

Holbrook’s Mills: James Holbrook, Proprietor. On Lot 4th in the 8th 
Con., Belmont. 1 saw, cuts 3,000 feet per day. 

‘Norwood Mills: P. M. Grover, Proprietor. In village of Norwood. 1 saw, 
cuts 4,000 feet per day. 

Grover’s Mills: P. M. Grover, Proprietor. About a mile from Norwood. 
1 saw, cuts 4,000 feet per day. 

Westwood Mill: Ewing & Roxborough, Proprietor. Village of Westwood. 
1 saw, cuts 4,000 feet per day. 

Ewing's Mills: R. D. Ewing, Proprietor. Lot......in 2nd Con., Asphodel. 
Patent circular saw and 1 upright saw, cuts 15,000 feet per day. 
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Hastings Mill: Messrs. Fowlds, Proprietor. Village of Hastings. 1 ‘yankee 
gang’, 1 muley, and 1 circular saw. Cuts 14,000 feet per day. 

Pyne’s Saw Mill. Lot 19, 3rd con., Dummer. 1 saw, 2,000 feet a day. 

Richie’s Saw Mill. Lot 3, 3rd Con., Dummer. 1 saw, 2,000 feet a day. 

Choate’s Saw Mill: T. G. Choate, Proprietor, Warsaw. 1 saw, 3,000 feet 
a day. 

Buck's Saw Mill. Lot 8, 9th Con., Dummer. 1 saw, 2,000 feet a day. 

Carveth’s Mill: S. Carveth, Proprietor. Lot 13, 2nd Con., Dummer. 1 
saw, cuts 2,000 per day. 

Ferrier’s Saw Mill: Ferrier, Proprietor, Douro. Has not been working for 
some time. 

‘Sawers' Saw Mill. A. Sawers, Proprietor. Douro. Has also been idle for 
some time. 

Shaw's Mill. Village of Lakefield, Douro. This mill is not quite completed. 
It will be of about the same capacity as Snyder’s Mill. 

Nassau Mills. Charles Perry, Proprietor. This, which is the largest and 
most complete mill in the Counties, and one of the finest in the Province, 
is situated about three miles from Peterboro’, in the Township of Smith. 
‘A challenge to cut against any other mill in the Province remains un- 
answered. It has 2 ‘yankee gangs’, a ‘slabber’, ‘stock gang’, and an ‘English 
gate’, containing in all 130 saws, besides circulars for butting, cutting laths, 
&. It has also a very ingenious machine for grinding slabs. This mill has 
cut 90,000 feet of lumber in 12 hours. 

Perry's Mill. E. Perry & Co., Proprietor. Situated about two miles from 
Peterboro’, in the Township of Douro. Contains 3 gangs and I span, in all 
100 saws, besides circulars for edging, butting, cutting laths, &. Averages 
when cutting about 60,000 feet in twenty-four hours. 

Snyder's Mill: Wm. Snyder, Proprietor. About two miles from Peterboro’, 
in Township of Smith. This mill is similar to the preceding one, and of 
about equal capacity. 

Blythe Saw Mill, Jas. Bird, Proprietor. About a mile from Peterboro’, 
in the Township of Smith. Contains 1 ‘yankee gang’ and 1 ‘English gate’, 
in all 36 saws, besides lathing machines, and circulars for butting, edging, 
&e. Capable of cutting 20,000 per day. 

Dickson's Mill: S. Dickson, Proprietor. Situated in Peterboro’ East. Is 
similarly fitted up and of same capacity as Bird's mill. 

Ludgate’s Mill: J. Ludgate, Proprietor. This mill is also situated in Peter- 
boro’ east, and is of same capacity as the two former. 

Dickson’s Steam Mill: S. Dickson, Proprietor. Situated on Little Lake, 
Peterboro’ east. Contains one slabber, one gang, and one muley, besides 
Jathing machines and circular saws for butting, edging, &. Can cut 50,000 
feet a day. It is driven by steam power. 

‘Austin’s Mill: J. H. Austin, Proprietor; situated near the Otonabee bridge, 
Peterboro’ East, contains 1 circular and one ‘English gate’. Can cut 15,000 
feet per day. 

Boswell's Mill: G. C. Boswell, Proprietor, Douro. Contains 1 gang and 1 
muley, in all 31 upright saws, besides circulars for edging, butting, and 
lathing. Can cut 25,000 fect per day. 

Allandale Mills: Thos. Short, Proprietor. Situated in Village of Allandale. 
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Contains a muley and circular saw, a shingle cutting machine, cutting from 
40 to 60 a minute; a stave cutting machine, turning out 40 a minute, a cir- 
cular saw for cutting lath; and a planing and groving machine. In the upper 
part of the building is a very convenient machine shop. The mill can cut 
20,000 feet a day and is driven by steam and water power. 

Burnham's Mill: M. Burnham, Proprietor, Keene. 1 saw, cuts 2,000 feet 
per day. 

Kelly's Mill: S. S. Kelly, Proprietor, Bridgenorth. This mill is driven by 
steam power and cuts about 300,000 feet during the summer months. 

Scott’s Mills: Walter Scott, Proprietor. Situated about a mile beyond the 
village of Bridgenorth. This mill is also driven by steam power, and turns 
out about 500,000 feet during the summer months. 

Boswell’s Mill: W. Boswell, Proprietor, Monaghan. 1 saw, cuts 2,000 feet 
per day. 

‘Omemee Mill: W. Cottingham, Proprietor. Situated in the Village of 
‘Omemee on Pigeon river. 1 saw, cuts 2,000 feet of lumber a day. 

Bobcaygeon Mill: Mossom Boyd, Proprietor. Village of Bobcaygeor 
Contains 1 ‘yankee gang’ about 30 saws and 1 ‘gate’, 2 saws, besides ci 
culars for butting, edging, &. Cuts 20,000 feet a day. 

Sheriff's Mill: David Sheriff, Proprietor. Situated on Lot 5, 3rd Con., 
Verulam. 2 saws, cuts 5,000 feet a day. 

Thurston’s Mill: Jabez Thurston, Proprietor. Situated in Lot 6, 3rd Con., 
Verulam, 1 saw, cuts 800 feet a day. 

Cambray Mill: Joseph Elliot, Proprietor. Situated in the village of Cam- 
bray. I saw, cuts 1,500 feet a day. 

Lawrence Mill: Thos. Lawrence, Proprietor, Township of Fenelon. 1 saw, 
cuts 1,500 feet per das 

Bald Point Steam Mill: John Bowes, Proprietor. 1 saw, cuts 2,000 feet 
per day 

Logie’s Saw Mill: Alexander Logie, Proprietor. Lot 24 in the 4th Con, 
Ops. 1 saw, cuts about 2,000 feet a day. 

Lindsay Mills: McDermot & Walsh, Proprietors. Has 2 upright and 4 
circular saws, capable of cutting about 20,000 feet a day. 

Little Briton Mill: R. F. Whitesides, Proprietor. 1 saw, cuts about 2,000 
feet a day. 

Jacobs’ Saw Mill: J. Jacobs, Proprietor. Lot 19 in 13th Con., Mariposa. 
1 saw, cuts 2,000 feet a day. 




















FLOUR AND GRIST MILLS. 


Westwood Mill: Messrs. Ewing and Roxborough, Proprietors, Village of 
Westwood. Two run of stones—for gristing only. 

Hastings’ Mill: Messrs. Fowlds, Proprietors, Village of Hastings. Three 
run of stones,—250 bushels wheat dail 

‘Norwood Mill: P. M. Grover, Proprietor; occupied by L. P. Lewis. Two 
run stones—200 bushels of wheat daily. 

Burnham's Mill: M. Burnham, Proprietor, Keene. Three runs of stones,— 
250 bushels wheat daily. 

Allandale Flour Mill: Thomas Short, Proprietor. This mill—an excellent 
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stone structure—is fitted up with all the modern appliances for manufac- 
turing merchantable flour. It has four run of stones and two bolts for coun- 
try use. The building is also fitted up with an oatmeal mill, with kiln, &. 
for preparing the oats. It is driven by water power; but a forty horse power 
engine has been placed in the building in case of failure of water. Besides 
the country work, from 6,000 to 8,000 barrels of flour are exported from 
the Allandale Mills. 

Blythe Mills: Herst & Denne, Proprietors. Situated on Otonabee River, 
about a mile from the town of Peterborough. Three run of stones —600 
barrels of flour a week. 

Otonabee Mill: R. D. Rogers, Proprietor. Situated in Peterborough East. 
A substantial stone building, four run of stones, manufactures 100 barrels 
of flour a day. 

Hall's Mill: M. Martin, Proprietor. Situated on the Otonabee within the 
Peterborough limits. Three run of stones, manufacturing 80 barrels a day. 

Peplow’s Mill: E. Peplow, Lessee; James Wallis, Proprietor. Situated on 
the Otonabee, near the Market Square, Peterborough. Three run of stones, 
manufacturing 75 barrels a day. 

Omemee Mill: W. Cottingham, Proprietor. Three run of stones,—250 
bushels wheat per day. 

Fair's Grist Mill: John Pair, Proprietor. Situated on Lot No. 2, 10th con- 
cession, Ops. Two run of stones,—grinds about 40 bushels a day. 

Lindsay Mill: Robert Lang, Proprietor. This is an excellent stone build- 
ing, newly fitted up with the most recent improvements for the manufacture 
of flour for exportation. It has four run of stones, and is capable of turning 
out about 100 barrels of flour per day. 

Alma Mills: B. Cullis, Proprietor, lot 18 in Sth concession, Mariposa. 
‘Two run of stones, grinds about 75 barrels a day. 

Mariposa Steam Mill: Taylor and Westwood, Proprietors, Oakwood. 
Four run of stones, capable of turning out 150 barrels of flour a day. The 
engine is 45 horse power. 




















12. INDUSTRIES OF PETERBOROUGH CoUNTY, 1861 


[Thomas White, An Exhibit of the Progress, Position, and Resources 
of the County of Peterboro’, Canada West, Based upon the Census of 
1861; together with a Statement of the Trade of the Town of Peter- 
borough (Peterborough, 1861?), p. 22") 


These constitute the principal manufactures of the County of Peterboro’, 
and they form a most important element in establishing its position and 
prospects. Recapitulating we find the following result: 


'Preceding this summary are valuable details of the industries, pp. 17-22. The 
two oatmeal mills are also referred to in the 1852 census, so it is perhaps appropriate 
that the Quaker Oats Company of Canada has its headquarters in Peterborough. 
Among other valuable items in this small volume are a census by national origin, 
lan abstract of the agricultural census for both 1852 and 1861, a short history of the 
Bobeaygeon Road and settlement along it, an account of the trade of the early 
town of Peterborough, and early surveys of a number of the rear townships. 
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Annual 
Hands Cost of | Capital__Value of 
No. employed. labour. invested. Produce 





Saw mills 37 637-—«*167,280 361,748 609,330 
Grist mills 12 28 12,732 149,082 367,000 
Oatmeal mills 2 4 1,104 _ 12,548 


Carding mills and 
woolen factories 
Foun 
Tanneri 
Breweries 
Cooperage and stave factori 
Carriage and wagon factories 
Planing and shingle machines 


26 4,524 19,000 14,656 
54 16,944 45,900 56,075* 
21 4812 22,685 34,178 
12 2,940 10,400 13,490 
28 8,680 9,870 23,630 
12,528 11,500 31,390 
34 «11,976 = 7,100 11,100. 














RHE RoADenom 
Es 


Cabinet ware factories, 18 5844 8400 14,712 
Chair fa 2. 600 — 1,500 
Chandleries 7 1,680 5,500 15,000 
Pottery 5 1,200 — 2,000 
‘Axe factories 23 6,000 8,800 26,000 
Square Timber 1,000 240,000 300,000 625,000 





1,939 $490,848 $960,885 1,857,609 


*Three out of the five only included here. 





13. Conourc MEcHanics REGULATE Hours oF Work? 
[Cobourg Star, July 13, 1836] 


Pursuant to notice, a meeting of the Mechanic’s and Laborers of the 
village of Cobourg and vicinity assembled at the Common School House 
on Monday the eleventh inst., to take into consideration the present un- 
settled condition and existing usages practised by most Mechanics and 
Laborers in this place as respects the quantity of time required of most 
of the journeymen Mechanics and Laborers, in daily labour, and to 
adopt a specific time for a days labor. 


1This is a very early evidence in Canada that workers were becoming aware 
that they were to a large extent masters of their own destiny. An excellent M.A. 
thesis by Dora E. Wattie, entitled “Cobourg 1784-1867” (University of Toronto, 
1949), has a full bibliography and is an admirable account of the town's early 
history. This and the editor's Cobourg, 1798-1948, and his two long series; 
“Cobourg” (Cobourg Sentinel-Star, May 29, 1930, to July 28, 1932), and “Old 
‘Times in Cobourg and District” (Sentinel-Star, January 2, 1936, to February 6, 
1947) provide for the old capital of the Newcastle District a very detailed cover- 
age. Peterborough’s history has been similarly described over many years in the 
Peterborough Examiner by Mrs. Helen Marryat, Howard T. Pammett, and others; 
and in 1941 Dr. Poole’s Early Settlement... (1867) was in some measure 
brought up to date. 
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On motion, Mr. Wm. Bradbear was called to the Chair, and C. 
Pomery appointed Secretary. 

On Motion, it was—Resolved—That the number of hours which we 
now work is nothing better than domestic Slavery, is altogether dero- 
gatory to the improvement of our moral and intellectual powers and 
progress in the arts and sciences, and is one of the chief causes of vice 
and ignorance. 

Resolved 2—That our condition connectedly and individually in 
consequence of past and present usages has become a matter of indis- 
pensable consideration and concern; and we hold ourselves under a 
sacred obligation that we will not labour more than ten hours for a 
day’s work. 

Resolved 3d—That the following persons do form the Committee to 
draw up regulations to carry the said resolutions into effect: Messrs. 
John Helms, James Cannevan, William Pomery, James Pyne, Robert 
Creag, William Nicols, John S. Smith, Z. Sisson, James Burnett. 

Resolved 4th—That on Friday evening next at 8 o'clock we meet 
again at this place for the inspection of the regulations and the obtaining 
of signatures. 

Resolved 5th—That the Editors of the COBOURG STAR and 
REFORMER be requested to insert the above proceedings. 

After which it was moved that the Chairman do leave the Chair, 
and Mr. Helm take the same, when a vote of thanks was passed to the 
Chairman for his able conduct in the business of the evening. 

W. BRADBEAR Chairman. 
Signed.  C. POMERY Secretary. 

Cobourg, July 11, 18362 

1In almost every instance the spelling of these names varies from that con- 
sidered correct later, exact orthography being unusual in the period, That accuracy 
‘or consistency in the spelling of proper names was not a pioneer virtue is apparent 
from the following classic example from the record of a Court of Quarter Ses- 
sions: “John Hart, otherwise John Hait, who was appointed Constable for Picker- 
ing, appeared in Person and said that his name is John Hait and that he was 
Constable for Gwillimbury the last year under the name of John Heath, but whose 
real name is JOHN ALLAN HAIGHT, and therefore prayed to be discharged 
from his present appointment; and he is discharged accordingly.” (Ontario 
Archives Report, 1932, under date of May 16, 1809.) 

2In the Cobourg Star of July 27th appears a lengthy account of the second 
meeting. An amendment to the ten-hours resolution, to add ‘for which we will 
take no store pay, but cash’, was lost. The ‘proper division of time’ was then 
resolved to be, between March 20th and September 20th, from six a.m. to 
Pm, with an hour off for breaifast between 7,30 and 8.30, and an hour for 
dinner between 12 and 1; and during the winter months, from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m, 
with breakfast before starting work, and dinner from 12 to 1. To this agreement 
all those present then affixed their signatures in the presence of one another, with 
the covenant to go into effect on July 18th. 














VIII. COMMUNITY LIFE: LAND BOARDS, QUARTER 
SESSIONS, POLITICAL LIFE 





1HE SOCIAL controls under which civilized community life is 

possible are illustrated in this Section, No. 1 gives the names 
and lots of the earliest settlers in a “front” township, of interest 
here since many of the inhabitants along the Lake Ontario shore 
held important administrative offices both for the front and rear 
townships, and were concerned in developing the region. No. 2 
contains the minutes of an early Court of Quarter Sessions. One 
of the earliest efforts to control the sale of liquor is shewn by 
the licencees listed in No. 3, a type of licensing that became in- 
creasingly extensive as the years passed, for a tavern was often the 
nucleus of settlement. No. 4, an item from proceedings of the 
Newcastle District Land Board, indicates that much of the settle- 
ment of rear townships was directed from Amherst, in the outskirts 
of Cobourg, which was the administrative centre of the District 
from the early years of the century, when the site of Cobourg was 
a cedar swamp with one or two log shanties. No. 5 describes the 
proceedings of a township meeting, accounts of which are rare. 
‘To illustrate politics and elections, with resulting riots, are the 
several items of No. 6. 


1. First SETTLERS, HALDIMAND TownsuiP, 1796 
[Archives of Ontario, Crown Land Papers, 79 (5), Newcastle District] 
AA List of the names of those who have taken Lots in the town of HOLDIMAN 


[Haldimand] with the Concession and the Number of the Lots anexed to each 
mansname 29 Oct. 








11796) 
A. Gresley 
‘Name Concession No. of the lots 
Joseph Keeler Con® 1) ) No1&2 
) Broken) 
Con® 2) front) No. 1&2 
) 
George Garner Con" 1B" front) No. 4 
) 
‘Timothy Silver Ditto ) No. 
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Archives of Ontario 


LETTER OF JOSEPH KEELER TO LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR 
SIMCOE, 1796 
‘The townships are Haldimand and Cramahe. Keeler furthered their 
settlement and development 
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Name Concession No. of the lots 
‘Asa Burnham Concession Ist) No. 32 
David Story Ditto } No. 33 
Aaron Greeley Ditto } No. 29 
John Stocker Ditto } No. 30 
Solomon Spafford Ditto No. 26 & 27 
Peres Cooper Ditto No. 22 
Allen Brown Ditto No. 23, 
Aaron Goodell Ditto } No. 24 


The eight last above mentioned Names have their lots in the first Concession 
of the town with the Broken front, the three first in the Ist & 2d Concession of 


the Broken front. 
John Richards 


Aaron White 


Christopher Hagerman 
Charles Cuningham 
Abner Silver 

Abner Spencer 


Gershom Beech 


Jonathan D. Hurd 
Benjamin Palmer 
Isaac Weight 
Benjamin Weight 
Benjamin Weight Ju" 


Arthur Youmans 


Con? 2¢ B® front 
Con” 1 )Broken 

) Front 
Con” 2*) 
Con 1 B* Front 
Con® 24 B. Front 
Con® 1 B Front 
Con" 2¢ B* Front 
Con® 1) Broken 
Con? Py Front 
Con? Ist 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 


Ditto 


No. 14 
No. 12) 
) 
No. 13) 
No. 10 
No. 4 


No.7 
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Name Concession No. of the lots 
Daniel Richards Ditto No. 14 
Wm. Cuningham Ditto No.4 
Wm. Williams B® Front) No. 29 
Con? ist 
David Lent Con? 2 ) 
Con” 3° ) 
Wm. Williams ju® B. Front) 
Con*1 ) 
Ebenezer Williams Con? 2" ) No. 29 
Con®3* ) No. 29 
Stephen Tuttle Con" 2¢ ) No. 28 
Con" 3¢ ) No. 28 
John McDougle Con®2 ) No. 34 
Con® 3) No. 34 
Isaac Lent Con? 1% No. 35 
James Williams Con? 24 No. 26 





John Rogers Con® 24 No. 25 





2. CouRT OF QUARTER SESSIONS, 1802 
[Archives of Ontario, Municipal Records, Minutes of Quarter Ses- 
sions, Newcastle District] 


At a General Quarter Sessions of the Peace held at Murray in and for the 
District of Newcastle the 12" day of October 1802. 


Present Alexander Chisholm 
and 
Isaiah Hall Esquires 
Read the Act for the administration of Justice in the District of Newcastle. 


‘The Sheriff returned the following Grand Jury who were duly sworn Viz: 


Foreman Joseph Keeler Richard Hare 
Jacob Ferguson David Ferguson 
Elias Jones Joe! Merriman 


‘Asa Burnham Benjamin Richardson 
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Jeremiah Scripture 
John Spencer 
‘Thomas Hinman 
Ferdinand Grout 
Jonathan Greeley 
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Stephen Campbell 
Alex" McDonald 
Matthew Gorlee 
Oliver Campbell 
William Carl. 


Ordered that John Peters Esq. be appointed Treasurer for this present year. 


Ordered that Thomas Gastin be appointed High Constable for this year. 


Indictment) 

) 

The King) 
vs ) country. 


John Darling) 


Jurors to try 
Evidence for the King 
Abner Spencer) 

) 


‘Thomas Hinman) 
David D. Verran) 


) 
Obadiah Bennet ) 


Zadock Hurd 
Joe! Halstead 
Elisha Bristol 


Allan McDonell 
John Ward 


Moses Hinman 


Defendant pleads not guilty and puts himself upon his 


William Johnson 


John Campbell 
Obadiah {blot] 
John {blot} 
Henry Frint 


Nathan Gould 


The Jury by their Foreman Moses Hinman say that the Prisoner is guilty. 
Fine set at seven dollars which he paid into Court. 


At a General Quarter Sessions of the Peace held at Murray the 11" day of 


January 1803. 
Present 
John Bleecker 


Isaiah Hall 


Alexander Chisholm) 


)— Esquires 


) 
2 


Act for the Administration of Justice read 


The Sheriff returned the following Grand Jury who were duly sworn Viz 


Gaius Dean Foreman 
Joseph Harris, 

Isace Secor Jun 

Asa Willer 

Daniel Adams 
Robert C. Wilkins 
David H. Wyatt 
Moses Doolittle 
Robinson Irish 
Benjamin Wait 


John Kelly 
Stephen Hare 
Nathan Bradley 
Ebenezer Allen 
Nathan Burnham 
Silas L. Lothrip 
David Turney Sent 
Rufus Wells 

Joel Parker 
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John Smith of Murray appears upon his recognizance and is bound to appear 
dat the next Court of General goal delivery and Assizes to be held for this District, 
James Hendricks £100) Viz John Smith in £100 


) 
William Welch 50) Timothy Porter ) 
& ) 50 each 
togive evidence) Abram Simmons) 





Christopher Hagermon appears upon his recognizance and is bound to appear 
at the next Assizes and General Goal delivery for this District Viz 


in 


‘Thomas Freeman £100 Christopher Hagerman/ £100 
Isace Hageman ) David Turney Sen® and 
Asa Callender) Isace Hagerman in £50 each 
) 25 each 
Stephen Sheldon) 
& ) 


Amos Fuller) 
to appear & give evidence 


At a General Quarter Sessions of the Peace for the District of Newcastle 
held at Murray the 12 day of April 1803 





Present Alexander Chisholm ) 
) 
John Bleecker 2) 
2 
Timothy Thompson ) 
) Esq 
Benjamin Richardson) 
) 
Elias Jones ) 
) 
Joseph Keeler ) 
‘The Commission of the Peace read. 
‘The Sheriff returned the following Grand Jury 
David Kerr Ranna Perrin 
Francis Burnham Joshua Smades 
Isaiah Honeywell Zacheus Burnham 
‘Thomas Goheen Joel Culver 
Noah Dean Asahel Jerome 
Roger Wolcott ipud Nickerson 
Joseph Purdey John Carter 


Eldridge Stanton 
George Ash 
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‘The Grand Jury do not find any indictments 
Ordered that the following divisions be made for holding Courts of Requests 
Townships of Murray, Cramahe & Piercy—together 

do Haldimand and Hamilton — do 

do Hope Clark and Darlington do 





‘The Clerk of the Peace presented his account as follows. 
No. I The District of Newcastle to D M G Rogers 
To engrossing precept and sending to Sheriff 3 quart Sess 
” makeing up records of 3 quarter Sessions 50/ each 
" Attending 3 quarter Sessions 30/ each 
paid for a Seal for the Quarter Sessions 
* Allowance for Stationary for one year 





E. E. Cramahe 12" April 1803 


Ordered that the treasurer pay the said Account out of the Public monies 
belonging to the District. 


‘The Sheriff presented his account as follows No. 2 
‘The District of Newcastle to John Peters D¥ 1803 
April 128 To summoning three Juries and attending) 
) $15-0-0 
three Quarter Sessions ) 


Ordered that the treasurer pay the same out of the Public money. 
Ordered by the Justices in quarter Sessions Assembled that one penny on the 
Pound shall be collected in this District for the year insuing. 
Ordered that the Clerks in the different Townships do receive from the Treasurer 
the sum of ten Shillings for making the return of the inhabitants. 
Ordered that the Town Clerk do receive the sum of sixpence for registering 
each mark. 
Ordered that the Pound keeper take the sum of ninepence for impounding each 
Creature of whatever discription and the sum of ninepence pr. day for feeding 
each horse sixpence pr. day for feeding each Ox or cow and threepence pr. day 
for feeding each Hog Sheep or Young cattle 
Ordered that the next General Quarter Sessions of the Peace be held at the 
House of Mr. Leonard Soapers in Hope 

Thos. Gaston sworn High Constable sworn 


Joseph Phillips Constable sworn 

Nath! Herskill Constable Hope sworn 

Edward Goodyear do Cramahe_ sworn 

John Vaughn do Hamilton “sworn 

Elisha Alger Pathmaster & fence viewer Cramahe sworn 
Jas Henderson Constable Cramahe sworn 

Nath! Abbey do Hamilton. sworn 


‘The following persons were appointed Constables for the ensuing year Viz 


William Kayton — ) 
) for Murray 
Simon Westfall) 
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Edward Goodyear) 
) for Cramahe 
James Henderson J") 


John Eastman 
for Haldimand 
Joseph Phillips 


John Vaughn 
Nathaniel Abbey 


) 
} 
) 
)) for Hamilton 
) 
Rufus Wells 2 
) for Pierey 
) 


James I Merriam 


Nathaniel Herskill_ ) 
) for Hope 
Ephraim Gifford) 
2 


Seth Hamlin 
) for the Townships of Clark and Darlington 

Ebenezer Hartwell) 

‘Thomas Gastin of Piercy High Constable 

John Peters Esq” Treasurer 


District of) The General Quarter Sessions of the Peace Holden at Hope in 





Newcastle) and for the said District on the twelvth day of July in the Forty 
third year of the Reign of our Sovereign Lord George the third by the grace of 
God of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland King defender of 
the faith. Before Robert Baldwin, Timothy Thompson, Elias Jones, Leonard 
Soaper, Asa Burnham Benjamin Marsh and Richard Lovekin -- - - - Esquires 
Justices of our said sovereign Lord the King assigned to keep the peace in the 
said District and also to hear and determine divers feloniesé tresspasses and 
other misdemeanors in the said District commited. & 





‘The Sessions opened and the Commission of the Peace read. 


‘The Sheriff returned the following Grand Jury 


Roger Bates foreman Peletiah Soaper 
Silas Serjeant Samuel Marsh 
John Burk James Norris 
Roger Conate James Hawkins 
William Marr John Burn 
William Lovekin Seth Soaper 
John Hartwell Nathan Walton 
Samuel Cozens Lotrip Smith 
Joshua Cozens Seth Hamlin 
Shivers Cozens Jesiar Burk 
Jacob Cozens John Lovekins 


‘Adne Bates 
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The King) Indictment found 


vs ) Prisoner Pleads not guilty 
‘James Stevens) 

Jurors to try August Barber Major Evans 
Evidence for the King Norris Karr James Burk 
Joel Calver Jun Luke Burk William Borland 
‘Amos Leach Abel Conate Eliflet Conate 
For the Prisoner Daniel Lighthart Harry Facer 
Jonathan Weedon Jonathan Bedford Jun" Joseph Caldwell 


‘The Jury by their foreman say that the Prisoner is guilty fine set at two 
Shillings and sixpence which he paid to the Sheriff. 

Ordered by the Justices in General Quarter Sessions Assembled that three 
pounds be allowed to the crier for the year past and at the rate of three pounds 
Pr Annum for the Sessions to come until the April Sessions next.* 

The Court broke up Thursday 14" July 1803 





District of) At the General Quarter Sessions of the peace Holden at Murray 


Neweastle) in and for the said District on the Eleventh day of October in 
the Forty third year of the Reign of our Sovereign Lord George the third by 
the grace of God of the united Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland King, 
defender of the faith Before Timothy Thompson, Alexander Chisholm, Josep!. 
Keelor, Leonard Soaper, John Bleecker, Asa Burnham, Asa Willer, Benjamin 
Marsh Esquires Justices of our said Sovereign Lord the King assigned to keep 
the peace and also to hear and determine divers felonies tresspasses and other 
misdeameanors in the said District Committed. 





Commission of the peace read. 


Grand Jury sworn 


William Cart Foreman Benjamin Wait 
Oliver Campbell Bays M. Eddys 
David Turney Sen" Silas L Lothrop 
William Simson Abner Spencer 
John Dingman Thewn Hinman 
Stephen Campbell Benj® Ewing 
David H Wyatt Elisha Jones 





Moses Doolittle 
‘The grand Jury do not find any Bills 
Be it remembered that, on the Eleventh day of october in the Forty third 
year of His Majesty's Reign At the General Quarter Sessions of the peace held 
at Murray in and for the District of Newcastle Before Alexander Chisholm 
John Bleecker Joseph Keelor Asa Burnham Leonard Soaper Benjamin Marsh 


“Gave a Certificate for Oct? and Jan” Sessions 25% Apl 1805, 
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and Asa Willer Esquires Justices Assigned to keep the peace and also to hear 
and determine divers felonies tresspasses and other misdeameanors in the said 
District Committed. Daniel Adams Deputy Collector of the Port of Newcastle 
cometh before the aforesaid Justices and giveth them to understand and be 
informed that on the twelvth day of August now last past at the River Trent 
in the Township of Murray in the District of Newcastle, he did seize on one four 
handed Batteau and six Barrels of salt said to be the Property of Bass Chard 
on suspicion that it came from the United States of America and had not been 
entered at either of His Majesty’s Customs Houses in this Province or that 
the duties on the same had been paid agreeable to Law. And the said Daniel 
Adams having made oath before John Bleecker Esq’ one of His Majesty’s 
Justices of the Peace in and for the district in which the said salt and Batteaux 
was seized that he believed the property abovementioned not to be of more 
value Than Twenty Pounds tawful money of this Province and the said Bass 
Chard being duly summoned before the said Justices appeareth and is present 
in order to make his defence against the said charge contained in the said 
information and having heard the same he the said Bass Chard is asked by the 
said Justices if he can say anything why he the said Bass Chard should not be 
convicted of the premises above charged upon him in form aforesaid. And 
because the said Bass Chard hath nothing to say nor can say anything in his 
‘own defence touching and concerning the premises aforesaid but doth of his 
‘own accord freely and voluntarily acknowledge and confess all and singular 
the said Premises to be true in manner and form as the same are charged upon 
him in the said information And because all and singular the premises being 
heard and fully understood by us the said Justices it manifestly appears to us 
that the said Bass Chard is guilty of the premises and according to the Statute 
in that case made is convicted and for his offence aforesaid hath forfeited the 
said Batteaux and the said six Barrels of Salt, to be sold by public auction and 
the monies arising from such sale to be distributed according to Law. 
‘A Warrant to sell signed the 12% October 1803 
Ordered that the next Court of Sessions do sit in Haldimand 


District of) ‘The General Quarter Sessions of the peace Holden at Haldimand 





















Newcastle) in and for the said District on the tenth day of January in the 
Forty fourth year of the Reign of our Sovereign Lord George the third by the 
grace of God of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland King defender 
of the faith Before Timothy Thompson, Joseph Keelor, Asa Miller Leonard 
Soper, Asa Burnham, Elias Jones and Benjamin Marsh Justices of our said 
Sovereign Lord the King Assigned to keep the Peace in the said District and also 
to hear and determine divers felonies tresspasses and other Misdemeanors in the 
said District committed 





‘The Sessions opened and the Commission of the Peace read The Sheriff 
returned the following Grand Jury 


Joel Merriman Nathan Bradley 
Joe! Parker Gaius Dean 

John Spencer Stephen Hare 
‘Aaron Greeley Nathan Burnham 


Jonathan Greeley Luther Hull 
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Ferdinand Grout Francis Burnham 
Robinson Irish Christopher Winters 
John Kelly David Ferguson 


The Court of Quarter Sessions 11 January 1804 


The Grand Jury found the following indictments 
The King) 
) For an Assault and Battery 
vs ) 
) A Bench warrant issued to take the Defendant. 
Jeremiah Beaty) 





‘The King 


Daniel Lighthart ) For a Riot Assault and Battery 

Francis Lighthart Francis Lighthart is committed to the Custody of the 
Rachel Lighthart) Sheriff and a Bench warrant issued to take Rach & Pheobe 
Pheobe Lighthart) Lighthart. 


Daniel Lighthart appears and is bound by the court in a Recognizance 
conditioned for his appearance at the next Court of Quarter Sessions to be held 
in and for this District Viz 

Daniel Lighthart in fifty Pounds 

‘Thoday Cowl & ) 

) In Twenty five Pounds each 

Augustua Barber) 

Isacc Smith, Lucy Smith by Isace Smith, George Shanks, William Borland, 
and Norris Karr in the sum of Twenty five Pounds each conditioned for their 
appearance at the next court of Quarter Sessions to give evidence on the last 
mentioned Indictment. 





The King ) For Robbery from the person on the Highway Francis 
) 
vs } Lighthart being present in Court is committed to the 


Francis Lighthart) Custody of the Sheriff, not procuring any Bail for his 
appearance at the Assizes. Isacc Smith, Lucy Smith (by Isacc Smith her hus- 
band) George Shanks, William Borland, and Norris Karr in the sum of Twenty 
five Pounds each conditioned for their Appearance at the next Assizes to be held 
in and for the District of Newcastle to give evidence on behalf of the King 
against the said Francis Lighthart. 





Ordered that the next Court of General Quarter Sessions do sit in Haldimand. 
The Sessions adjourned the 12® January 1804. 





COMMUNITY LIFE: POLITICAL 291 


1 ANNUAL RETURN OF THE INHABITANTS OF THE DISTRICT OF 
NEWCASTLE for the year 1803 














Children 
Male Female 

Number 
Townships Men Women above under above _ under in each 

1G yrs 16 yrs 16 16 Township 

Murray a 2 1 2 108 
Cramahe 66 © 60 | "99 314 
Haldimand 1 69 ea "st Bie 
Hope 6 AT "80 "3200 a7 
Piercy 2 9 45 2 mm 17 
Clark 16 6 ” 6 eA 39 
Darlington ae) 7 am m8 88 
Total 322 «2408 3 3321260 





2 GENERAL ACCOUNT OF RATEABLE PROPERTY DISTRICT OF 
NEWCASTLE 1803 





Aggregate Amount — Amount 
253 persons have the following property of each of of 
article Valuation —Rate 





£ sd £sd 


Acres of uncultivated land 636613 31831 6 #13 5 1 
‘Acres of cultivated land 3748} 8748 10" 15 12 4} 
Horse of 3 years and upwards 100 soo" ” 368 
Oxen of 4 years and upwards 308 1232" " 528 
Milch Cows 514 19420" " 68 6 
Young horned cattle cM mH 
Grist Mills having only one pair stones a Be" 1s 


Saw Mills 6 «616 13 4 4S 
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Houses in Town 
Houses in the Country 2 fireplaces 
Town Lots 

Additional fireplaces 

No. of swine of one year and upwards 


‘Merchant Shops 


1 ovr "34 
a so" " 310" 
1 ip Nee” Stag 
5 sou Mae 
231 510" "9 7 


1 Pr N16 8 





Taverns 2 200." " "16 8 
Gallons contained in Stills 280 ao" " 134 
Total £13484 14 10 £56 3 6 





3 (a). Newcasre District Liquor Licences, 1818-1819 
[Archives of Ontario. The following list is compiled from ‘Schedule 
of Licences issued upon Stills, Innkeepers and Shop Keepers for the 
year commencing on the sixth day of January 1818 and ending the fifth 
day of January 1819 both days inclusive’. The list is signed by Elias 
Jones, Inspector jor the District of Newcastle] 


Innkeepers: 
Thomas Powers, Darlington 
John Blair, Clark 

John Hagerman, Hamilton 
James Parker, Hope 
Timothy Kittridge, Hamilton 
John Grover, Haldimand 
George Stephens, Darlington 
Joseph A. Keeler, Cramahe 
Benjamin Young, Murray 
Thomas D. Sanford, Cramahe 
David Johns, Murray 

John Drum Smith, Murray 
John Singleton, Murray 
Samuel Potter, Hamilton 
Schyler Hodge, Cramahe 
Jacob Choat, Hope 

John B. Bletcher, Murray 
John Brown, Haldimand 
Jeremiah Wood, Cramahe 
Pelatiah Soper, Hope 

Cyrus Marsh, Murray 


Thomas M. Spalding, Haldimand 
Joseph T. Losie, Haldimand 
Thomas Hartwell, Hope 


Shop Keepers 
Monjeau & St. German, Hamilton 
John David Smith, Hope 

Charles Bigger, Murray 

Charles Fothergill, Hope 


Stills 
Joseph Keeler, Cramahe 
Alva Hewly, Hope (two stills) 
Barnabas Bletcher, Hope 
Eliakim Barnham, Haldimand (two 
stills) 
Samuel Griffen, Hope 
Henry Rutan, Haldimand 
David Johns, Murray 
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3 (b). REGULATIONS FOR INNKEEPERS, 1818 


[Archives of Ontario, Municipal Records, Quarter Sessions, New- 
castle District} 


Regulations 

To be observed by the Innkeepers, in the District of New Castle, made at a 

General Sessions of the Peace for the said District, on Monday the 28 

December 1818, in pursuance of the Statute in that case made and Pro- 

vided.— 

1 That no wines or Spirituous liquors shall be sold to any Inhabitant or 
Inhabitants of the respective Town or Townships for which such Inn is 
Licensed on the Sabbath Day, Travellers of all description excepted— 

24 That no wines or Spirituous liquors shall be sold to any person or 
persons after Ten O'Clock at night—Travellers excepted. 

34 That Gaming shall not be allowed on any occasion— 

4% That no Innkeeper shall have less than Three decent Beds in his House 
for the accommodation of Travellers Solely. 

5 That no profane Swearing, or immodest or disloyal songs or Tales shall 
be allowed on any pretence, and if an offender prove refractory, the Inn- 
Keeper shall take down his name and give information thereof to the 
nearest Justice of the Peace. 

6" That every Innkeeper is to take particular notice, that the clause in a 
Provincial Statute respecting a Commodious yard be strictly complied 
with. 

7% That every Innkeeper shall at all times provide proper attendance, 
particularly for Travellers Horses, Baggage &— 


By order of the Court 


D. M. G. Rogers 
Ch* J* Jefrious 


4, PROCEEDINGS OF THE LAND BOARD IN THE DISTRICT OF 
NEWCASTLE, 1819 


[Archives of Ontario, Crown Land Papers, Vol. 7 (4), pp. 3 to 5 


At a meeting of the Land Board held at the court House in the Township 
of Hamilton, on the 24 day of June 1819. 


Present—David M. Rogers—Chairman 


Elias Jones | 

Walter Boswell 

John Burn & i Members 
Charles Fothergill, Esq’res 


No 1 Benjamin Purdy Junior, born in the Township of Hamilton in the 
District of Newcastle of the age of twenty one years, produced proof of 
his having done his duty during the late War, and having taken the Oath 
of Allegiance is permitted to Locate the South part of Lot No. 7 in the 
34 Concession of the Township of Smith. 
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2 Nathaniel Abbey born in the State of New York, aged Forty five years, 
came into this Province twenty one years ago, and having declared that 
he never drew any Land in this Province, and having produced proof 
that he did his duty during the late War, and having taken the Oath of 
Allegiance is allowed to locate the North part of Lot No 7 in the third 
Concession of the township of Smith. 

3. John Bice born in Upper Canada, aged twenty two years, having pro- 
duced proof that he has done his duty during the late War, and having 
taken the Oath of Allegiance is permitted to Locate the South half of 
Lot Number 6 in the second Concession of the Township of Smith. 

4 John Parker born in the State of New York, aged twenty three years, 
hhas been in this Province Twenty-one years, and having done his duty 
during the late War and having taken the Oath of Allegiance is permitted 
to Locate the South half of Lot No 4 in the second Concession of the 
Township of Smith. 

5. Michael Sammons of Hamilton, born in the State of New York, aged 
thirty years, been in this Province ten years, and having done his duty 
during the late War and taken the Oath of Allegiance is permitted to 
Locate the West side of Lot number Five in the third concession of the 
‘Township of Smith. 

6 Michael Sweetman an Emigrant, born in Ireland, aged twenty three 
years, has been in this Province nearly two years, never drew any lands, 
having taken the Oath of Allegiance is allowed to Locate the East half of 
Lot No 5 in the 3 Concession of the Township of Smith. 

7 Richard Carrall born in Ireland, Aged 26 years came to this Province 
about two years ago, having taken the Oath of Allegiance, is allowed to 
locate the East half of Lot number three in the third Concession of the 
Township of Smith. 

8 Patrick Toburn, aged twenty six years, born in Ireland been in this 
Province two years, having taken the Oath of Allegiance is allowed to 
Locate the West half of Lot number three in the third Concession of the 
Township of Smith. 

9 Thomas Calvert aged twenty five years, born in Ireland, been in this 
Province one year, having taken the oath of Allegiance is allowed to 
Locate the North end of Lot number four in the second Concession of 
the Township of Smith. 

10 William Andrews, aged twenty two years been in Ireland came into this 
Province a few days since, having taken the oath of Allegiance is allowed 
to Locate the East half of Lot number eight in the fourth Concession of 
the Township of Smith. [Cancelled] 

11 James McConnell aged thirty nine years, born in Ireland, been in this 
Province but a few days, having a passport from the British Consul at 
‘New York, and having taken the oath of Allegiance, is allowed to Locate 
the South half of Lot number six in the fourth Concession of the Town- 
ship of Smith. [Cancelled] 

(Signed) D. M. Rogers 
Charles Fothergill 
Elias Jones 
John Burn 
Walter Boswell 
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5. PROCEEDINGS OF TOWN MEETING, Percy TowNsutP, 1828 
[Archives of Ontario, Municipal Records Group, General Correspon- 
dence of Clerk of the Peace] 
Percey Jany 22% 1828 
This Serves to report to you your [sic] office that at a town meeting held 
at the house of Joseph Sparrow on Monday the 4 Instant for the Townships 
of Percey and Seymore the following appointments were made (viz) for the 
ensuing year 


Sir 


Jacob Cryderman ¥ 
Philip Waldron { Assessors. 
David Blair Junt Collector 


John Warner 
Orsemen Brunson | 
Joshaua Birdsal | 
Russell Merrill | 
Jonathan Tripp Pathmasters 
John Boothe 
William Wilson 
William Robinson J 
Comfort Curtice ) 
Archibald Wilcox } Pound Keepers 
Samuel Dingman J 
William Stone \ 
Elijah Walbridge f 
All hogs excepting Boars over 25Ct Weight to be free commoners 
No unruly horses or cattle to run at large 
All fences to be four and a half feet high and four inches between rails 
Sir 
I beg leave to state that I have never before had business of this sort 
appointed for me to do concequently totally ignorant and unaware that it 
was incumbent on me to report the proceedings of town meeting at an 
earlier day and t'was only now that it was Suggested to me by a neighbour 
that I incurred a fine for not having done it Sooner I hope however that this 
will come to hand time enough to answer its purpose as I am always willing 
to do the duties enjoined me without paying fines 
lam 


Town Wardens 


Sir 
respectfully 
your Hbl Servt 
Stephen Campbell 
Town Clerk 


6. POLITICS IN THE EIGHTEEN-THIRTIES 
(a) POLITICAL RIOT IN PORT HOPE, 1832 
[Cobourg Star, August 29, 1832] 


Another of those disgraceful scenes which have so frequently of late 
disturbed the peace of the neighboring village of Port Hope occurred 
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there on the 18th instant, the particulars of which are most shameful, 
Tt seems that on that day a number of persons assembled together with 
banners, guns, swords, pistols, axes, and a drum, and paraded the 
streets, yelling and shouting like so many demons, and hissing and 
groaning at all whom they regarded as opponents. As to be expected, 
a row took place in the course of which a stone or some other weighty 
missile was thrown with brutal violence at Mr. John Crawford, which, 
striking him on the chest, inflicted a very serious and painful injury. 
‘The persons engaged in this outrage are represented as having been 
instigated to their lawless course by Mr. John Brown, the member for 
Durham, who is stated to have encouraged them, in person, by clapping 
of hands, etc. . . . One story is always good till another be heard, and 
therefore we strongly recommend our readers to suspend their judgment 
upon this matter till Mr. Brown’s explanation shall enable them to form 
it correctly. 


(b) NEWCASTLE DISTRICT ELECTION, 1834 
[Cobourg Star, October 8 and 15, 1834] 


Our election commenced on Monday last at Sully,’ and never since 
we have lived in Cobourg do we remember an event which has occa- 
sioned such universal interest. The whole town, in fact, seems to be 
election mad. Horses, carriages, and wagons, each with their meed of 
voters, are rattling about in every direction, to or from the scene of 
action; while the warlike bugle and the banners of the different candi- 
dates, with the cheers of their friends, complete the spirit of the scene. 

Jas. Gray Bethune, Esq., was the first candidate who addressed the 
electors. He spoke for upwards of two hours with a fluency and clo- 
quence that astonished even his warmest friends. But it was when he 
came to refer to the immediate interests of the district of Newcastle 
that the sympathy and feelings of his auditors were most sensibly 
aroused. 

Mr. McDonell next briefly addressed the electors, assuring them, 
should he obtain the honor of their selection, their welfare and interests 
should ever command his warmest advocacy and regard. (Cheers.) 

Dr. Gilchrist, disclaiming any pretensions to oratory, requested per- 
mission to read his sentiments from a paper which had been prepared 
for the occasion; we earnestly hope not by the worthy Doctor himself! 

Mr. Conger, the fourth and last candidate, next stepped forward and 
delivered a remarkably neat and pertinent address with great fluency 
and correctness; the leading character of which was Radical reform in 


1Now Harwood, Rice Lake. 
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all its branches, and no Baneful Domination—but at the same time no 
separation—also voting by ballot, abolition of primogeniture act, elec- 
tion of the council, &c., but no republicanism!!! 

The poll clerk, Mr. Crofton, being sworn, the electors now came 
forward to give their votes, which, as the reformers had mustered their 
chief strength and taken early possession of the field, while but a few 
of Messrs. Bethune and McDonell’s friends had yet arrived, at first 
went rather against the latter. The very first vote given, however, augured 
well, being a plumper by Mr. John Heard for James Gray Bethune, 
Esq.! At the close of the poll the first day the numbers were Gilchrist 
79, Conger 71, Bethune 59, and McDonell 52, showing a majority of 
30 in favor of the reformers. The next day, however, told a different 
tale, after a hard day's polling the numbers being Bethune 177, Mc- 
Donell 167, Gilchrist 127, and Conger 115, being 50 majority for the 
Constitutional side . . . At the close of the contest the numbers stood 
thus: Gilchrist 602, McDonell 598, Bethune 572, Conger 486.1 


(c) REBELLION RIOT AT KEENE, OTONABEE TOWNSHIP, 1837 


[Archives of Ontario, Municipal Records Group, Quarter Sessions of 
the Newcastle District, Miscellaneous Papers] 


(1) Evidence of John Blezard 


‘New Castle ) Before the Hon T A Stewart, Ephraim Sanford & 
To Wit } Robert Reid three of her Majestys Justices of the Peace 
for said District—appeared John Blizzard of Otanabee in said District 
Yeoman who being duly sworn saith That on Saturday the Malitia of 
Otanabee & Asphodel met to train, what he believes was last Saturday 
two Clocke 9° Instant he was present at the training and afterwards 
at M® Pattersons Tavern—he thinks he may have Hurra’d for the 
Queen & the Governor but he has not a distinct recollection—does not 
recollect any of the Neilsons Hurraying for Papineau & Mackenzie— 


¥The first two candidates were elected, though there was a fiery dispute over the 
losing of the poll at 3 p.m. on Saturday, the sixth day of the election. John 
Langton went down to Rice Lake for the 1836 election, camping a week on 
Spoke (Spook) Island and using “a large marquée which had served as a hospital 
tent during the [Irish] emigration of "25 and "26". Concerning the district as a 
whole during the election, in which the Reformers (“Yankees”) were defeated 
by the Tories, he comments in his best whimsical style, “There was astonishingly 
little fighting,” he wrote, “considering the number of wild Irishmen we brought 
down, but they were altogether too strong for the Yankees, who after giving their 
votes generally mounted their horses and made off; so for want of better game 
our Patlanders occasionally got up a snug fight amongst themselves, but though 
there were three or four Kilt I did not hear of any very serious damage.” (Early 
Days in Upper Canada, p. 170.) 
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but the evidence of William Thomas who has sworn that they did Hurra 
for Papineau & Mackenzie may be true And altho he has no distinct 
recollection of being knocked down & severely beaten by John Andrew 
& Robert Neilson yet he does not dispute the evidence of William 
Thomas who has sworn that they did—Witness had drank a consider- 
able quantity of Beer that day and when he has drank freely his memory 
is bad—the morning after the affray Witness had a Black Eye and his 
face a good deal disfigured— 


Sworn before us. John Blezard Jr 
at Peterborough 

28 Decm" 1837— 

Tho* A. Stewart J.P. 

Edw* S. Hickson J.P. 


(2) Evidence of James Keeffe 

New Castle | Before Hon” T A Stewart, Cheeseman Moe, Ephraim 
To Wit —f Sanford, Edw S. Hickson & Robert Reid five of her 
Majestys Justices of the peace for s* District appeared James Keefe of 
Otanabee in s# District Yeoman who being duly sworn Witnesseth that 
he recollects the training of the Malitia on Saturday the 9* Instant was 
present in M™ Pattersons when fighting took place—he had drank 
freely—John Blizzard was attacked by the Neilsons cannot say how 
many of them; Witness took part with John Blizzard as they belong to 
the same side being Tories—does not recollect any Hurrays in M" Pat- 
tersons to the best of his knowledge—there was some Hurraying in the 
Still House before they came into M" Pattersons but he cannot say 
whether it was for the Reformers or for Papineau or Mackenzie—He 
drank Whiskey in the Still House of D* Gilchrist—he bought %4 Gallon 
from the Doctor and paid him for it One Shilling & sixpence—witness 
treated some of his acquaintances— 

James Keeffe 








Swom before us at 
Peterborough 28 Dect 
1837 — 

Thot A. Stewart J.P 
Edw? S. Hickson J.P 





(3) Evidence of William Thomas 
New Castle Before us Hon? T.A. Stewart Ephraim Sanford Edwé 
To Wit Hickson & Robert Reid Esq* four of her Majestys 
Justices of the Peace for said District—Appeared William Thomas 
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Labourer for the last two Months, a resident of Keane in the Township 
of Otanabee in said District who being duly sworn deposeth and saith 
That on or about last Saturday Week a meeting for training of the 
Malitia of Asphodel & Otanabee took place at Keane aforesaid—about 
four or five O Clock in the Ev deponent was present in M™ Pattersons 
Tavern when a number of persons where drinking and generally the 
worse of liquor Politicks were talked of and different opinions given 
John Blizzard of Otanabee gave a Hurra for the Queen & the Governor. 
John Neilson. Andrew Neilson & Robert Neilson, with some other 
persons deponent does not know cried out Hurra for Mackenzie & 
Pappineau and the said Andrew Neilson attacked John Blizzard and 
was joined by his two Brothers John & Robert they knocked John Bliz~ 
zard down and beat him severely—James Keith interferred in favour of 
John Blizzard and fought in favour of Blizzard against the Neilsons 
Peterborough 28" December 1837 
his 
William =X Thomas 


Sworn before us ae 


‘Tho* A. Stewart J.P) 
Edw* S. Hickson J.P) 


(4) Conviction of Andrew Neilson 


New Castle }_ Be it remembered that on the 28 day of December in 
To Wit \ the Year of our Lord 1837 at Peterborough in said Dis- 
trict Andrew Neilson of Otanabee in s* District was convicted before 
us Hon T, A. Stewart Edward S Hickson & Robert Reid Esq* three 
of Her Majestys Jus[tlices of the Peace for said District for that he the 
said Andrew Neilson did on Saturday the 9" day of Decem’ Instant at 
the Tavern of M™ Patterson in Otanabee aforesaid, with divers other 
persons, cause and provoke a serious Riot and Affray And did, then 
and there Commit a violent assault on John Blizzard of Otanabee afore- 
said And we the said Justices do adjudge the said Andrew Neilson to 
forfeit and pay on or before the 14 day of February next the sum of 
Five Pounds Halifax Currency And also the sum of Three Pounds Five 
Shillings & Eleven pence Halifax Currency for Costs of Constable & 
Court—The said fine when recovered to be appropriated as the Law 
directs. 
Given under our hands & Seals the day and Year first above written— 

Tho* A. Stewart J P 

Edw* S. Hickson J.P. 

Rt Reid 
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(5) Sworn Statement of William Thomas 


New Castle | Before us Hon’ T.A. Stewart, Edward S$ Hickson & 
To Wit } Robert Reid Esq* three of her Majestys Justices of the 
Peace for said District appeared William Thomas of Keane of Otonabee 
in said District who being duly sworn saith That the persons appearing 
before the Magistrates in Peterborough as John Neilson, Andrew Neil- 
son & Robert Neilson of Otanabee aforesaid on the 28t day of Decem* 
last are not all the same persons who were guilty of the Riot and com- 
mitted the Assault on John Blizzard as sworn to in his examination on 
28 Decem® last but One of said persons Andrew Neilson was actively 
engaged on that occasion in shouting for Papineau & Mackenzie, causing 
the Riot and in assaulting and beating the aforesaid John Blizzard—The 
other two persons of the Name of Neilson he saw acting with Andrew 
Neilson on that occasion are not the same persons brought before the 
Magistrates 
his 
William X Thomas 
mark 
Sworn before us at— 
Peterborough 5 Jan’ 1838 
Thos* A. Stewart J P 
Edw S. Hickson J.P 
Witness 
Charles Green 


IX. COMMUNITY LIFE: RELIGION 


Ae of historical value is found in the journals of 
Methodist and Church of England clergymen here presented. 
Particularly are they important for the details they give of early 
settlers in remote regions, but as examples of courage and in- 
trepidity they hold a high place in the annals of pioneering. Though 
Father Edmund Burke kept a journal of his travels in Upper Canada 
in a supervisory capacity in the seventeen-nineties, nothing similar 
appears to have been written concerning the ministrations of early 
Roman Catholic priests in the Trent Valley. Occasional references 
are found indicating where the first log church in a township was 
erected, who gave the land, when and how the building was con- 
structed, and which priest first ministered there, but nothing which 
might be taken as a narrative of the beginnings of the Roman 
Catholic Church in the region. 

This section appropriately opens with the famous hymn com- 
posed by Joseph Medlicott Scriven near Rice Lake. 


1. Wxat a FRIEND We Have In Jesus!! 
BY JOSEPH SCRIVEN (1819-1886) 


What a Friend we have in Jesus, 
All our Sins and griefs to bear! 
What a privilege to carry 
Everything to God in prayer! 
© what peace we often forfeit, 
O what needless pain we bear, 
All because we do not carry 
Everything to God in prayer. 


2This hymn, among the best-known and a favourite of millions, was written, 
probably in 1855, at the home of Scriven’s friend James Sackville, who lived near 
Rice Lake. The music to which it is usually sung was composed in 1868 by Charles, 
C. Converse (1832-1918), well-known editor of Methodist and Presbyterian 
hymnals. Joseph Scriven, a graduate of Trinity College, Dublin, and long a street 
preacher in Port Hope, is buried near Bewdley, Rice Lake. A small volume of his 
hymns was published’ in Peterborough, but more complete is James Cleland, 
What a Friend We Have in Jesus, and Other Hymns by Joseph Scriven, with a 
Sketch of the Author (Port Hope, 1895). 
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Have we trials and temptations? 
Is there trouble anywhere? 
We should never be discouraged; 
Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
Can we find a friend so faithful, 
Who will all our sorrows share? 
Jesus knows our every weakness; 
Take it to the Lord in prayer. 


Are we weak and heavy-laden, 
Cumbered with a load of care? 
Precious Saviour, still our refuge— 
Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
Do thy friends despise, forsake thee? 
Take it to the Lord in prayer; 
In his arms he'll take and shield thee; 
Thou wilt find a solace there. 


2. EXPERIENCES OF A METHODIST CiRcurIT-RIDER, 1824-1825 


[The Life and Times of the Rev. Anson Green, D.D., Written by 
Himself . . . (Toronto, 1877) pp. 48-59] 


[1824] MY FIRST CIRCUIT.—I had purchased the best young horse 
I could find in the township, got my saddle-bags, completed my travel- 
ling outfit, and was ready for my appointment. I had received no 
intimation from anyone to what circuit I would probably be sent; nor 
had I the slightest anxiety on the subject. Still, I had an impression that 
I would go to the Smith’s Creek Circuit. And, sure enough, that was my 
place. When the Bishop had finished reading the appointments, the Pre- 
siding Elder came to me on the Conference floor and said, ‘You are 
appointed to the Smith’s Creek Circuit.’ I thank you, said I; just where 
T expected to go. On the morning of September the 7th, in company 
with a pleasant young preacher by the name of Griffis, I mounted my 
beautiful steed, with saddle-bags and valise well filled, and started on 
my mission as a TRAVELLING PREACHER. As I left the house of 
my dear friends, Brother and Sister J. P. Williams, I could not but drop 
a tear. Their kindness to me and attentions to my wants, when I was a 
stranger in a strange land, I can never forget. They, with a goodly 
number of the young converts, gathered around us at the gate, wept as 
we mounted, blessed us as we started, and watched us anxiously until 
we were out of sight. The morning was lovely. Seldom has the sun shone 
upon a more charming day or a clearer sky. If this is an index to, and 
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the precursor of, my day of ministerial toil, thought I, then surely I 
may look for a sunny noon and a cloudless evening. I have had many a 
struggle to bring my mind to a godly decision, but the struggle is now 
over. Christ says, ‘You have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, 
and ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your 
fruit should remain.’ I have no selfish ends in view. I go at the call of 
God and his Church, only to bring forth fruit that will remain. And now, 
having fairly and prayerfully buckled on the armour, I am quite resolved 
never to cast it off until the war is over and the victory gained, or I 
receive an honourable discharge. Mr. Case has furnished me with written 
authority and directions, and given me his blessing. He has promised, 
if possible, to give me a year or two at Cazenovia, and I have sold a lot 
of land and placed my available funds on interest in view of such a 
contingency. 

‘A charming ride of twenty-five miles brought us to the eastern limit 
of my circuit, where we found a sweet home with one of my circuit 
stewards, Chas. Biggar, Esq. The Carrying Place is about two miles 
long, and connects the Bay of Quinte with the lake. On Wednesday I 
had an appointment at Presque Isle, but Bro. Demorest, who was on 
his way to his circuit, kindly preached for me. He said many good 
things, with scarcely a motion of his body, or much emotion of soul. 
Thursday, the 9th, I PREACHED MY FIRST SERMON in our Church 
at Cramahe, now called Colborne, from 1 Peter 4:18. I did not venture 
into the pulpit but spoke from the chancel. I had tolerable liberty, but 
was not greatly encouraged. On Sunday preached at Haldimand Four 
Corners, from ‘What will this babbler say?’ I scarcely knew myself what 
he would say, but he tried to preach Jesus and the resurrection. In the 
evening, at the school-house at what is now called Grafton, from 
Romans 10:13. Had good liberty and was comforted. 

Sunday, 19th. At Hawkins’ school-house, in Hope, from Matthew 
11:25; and in Cobourg in the evening, from Romans 5:2. Cobourg is 
the name of a small village of some 100 inhabitants. The Church of 
England has a young clergyman here by the name of McCaulay. He has 
a small Church, the only one in the village, while we preach in a school- 
house. There are two small stores here, several mechanics, and plenty 
of taverns. The court-house and its surroundings form a small villa, 
more than a mile distant. We have a good Church two miles north of 
the village, with a small log cabin near it which they call the parsonage. 
Here my colleague is to live, and this is really the head of the circuit. 
The Church is respectable; but oh, the parsonage! Thursday, the 25th, 
preached at Baltimore—Matt. 7:7. At Wm. Kelley's the next day— 
Psalms 40:2. A kind family and a good home. Sunday, the 26th. At the 
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parsonage Church in the morning—Col. 3:4; and at Cobourg in the 
evening—Rom. 10:13. Thank God for such a day. Had much liberty 
in preaching, for God was our leader. How encouraging to get such 
‘showers of blessing’! Monday, Sept. 27th, start for the bush, a distance 
of twenty miles, over rough roads, with plenty of corduroy bridges. Stop 
at De Ells’, and preach in a house just erected both for a church and a 
school-house. It had no windows, doors, nor floor, and yet we had 
plenty of light coming through the doorway, and between the logs with 
which it was built. Our position was as novel as it was awkward. The 
people sat upon the sleepers, with their feet dangling below, while I 
took another sleeper for my pulpit. It being my birthday I took a text 
in accordance with my feelings,—‘The world passeth away, and the 
lust thereof, but he that doeth the will of God abideth forever.’ Much 
of my time has run to waste. It pains me to reflect upon the little good 
T have done. May I be of some service in the future, and that quickly, 
for 





‘Our life is a dream; our time as a stream 
Glides swiftly away, 
And the fugitive moment refuses to stay’. 


On the 28th September I started for the township of Smith, passing 
through where the town of Peterboro’ now stands; but there was only 
one house there then, and that one down on the river’s bank, quite out 
of my sight. My path was a winding Indian trail, where no wheel 
carriage had ever passed. I was obliged to jump my horse over logs, 
ride him through deep mud-holes and bridgeless streams, guided some- 
times by marked trees. When I got a short distance beyond Peterboro’ 
Tentered a clearing with two or three log cabins in view. In one of these 
lived a godly old Yorkshire woman, who received me joyfully. Her 
house was covered with hollow logs, halved, and so arranged as to 
shelter its inmates from the rain and snow. The room was about fifteen 
by twenty feet in size, and it served for our kitchen, bed-room, parlour, 
dining-room, and church, Here I preached to a congregation of eight 
souls, and was happy. O how these people in the bush value the Gospel, 
and love the messengers who deliver it to them. On Wednesday returned 
to the town-line, and found my way to the house of Mr. Morrow, in 
Cavan, and preached to the best congregation I found in these woods. 
Here, too, I met with an intelligent Irish local preacher by the name of 
Blackstock. We had a good class-meeting, and rejoiced together. T was 
not surprised to learn that my predecessor, Brother Belton, had lost his 
way in these primeval forests. I was told that he took a wrong path one 
stormy day; but as night was coming on he fortunately met a man who 
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knew him, and accosted him thus: ‘Sure, and is this you, your riverence; 
pray, where are you going?’ ‘Oh, to hunt up the lost sheep,’ says Mr. B. 
‘Indade, well, I am afraid the sheep stand a poor chance of being found 
tonight, since the shepherd himself is lost’! The poor preacher was six 
miles out of his way, but he was kindly guided to the little flock who 
were anxiously waiting for him. Thursday, preached at Mr. Sheckle- 
ton’s, and on Friday at Mr. Thompson's, in Monaghan. This last 
appointment was not on my plan, but Mrs. Thompson had met me at 
my appointment on the town-line last Monday, and pressed me to take 
an appointment at her house, promising me a good congregation. I was 
glad I went. I found a sterling family, who were Wesleyans in England. 
The congregation were perched upon a loom, like a flock of pigeons on 
a tree. After preaching, Mrs. Thompson related to me the following 
most thrilling event in her own experience, showing how much good we 
may accomplish when our hearts are free to do it: 

“In England’, said she, ‘we were members of class, and accustomed to 
hear preaching every week. When we came to these woods we were 
three years without seeing a minister. Hearing that one was to preach on 
the front, I travelled out fifteen miles on foot to hear him. My soul was 
filled with comfort, and I begged him to come to the bush and preach 
in our house, promising him that, if possible, every person in the town- 
ship would be present to hear him. He consented. On the day appointed 
I gave our family their breakfast, and then went to every house and got 
a pledge that every man and woman would be present at the appointed 
hour. On my way home I saw the track of a horse in our field, and know- 
ing that there was no horse in the settlement I thought it must be the 
horse of the man of God who had come to bring the Gospel to our 
forest. Is it possible, thought I, that after so long a famine for the bread 
of life, the time has come at last when we are to have the Gospel 
preached in our own humble cabin! The thought was overwhelming; 
tears came to my eyes, my heart throbbed with emotion, and I sank 
upon the earth and kissed the ground on which the horse had trod 
which brought the man of God to our township. I thought of former 
times in Yorkshire, and then and there renewed my covenant with God, 
pledging myself to do all I could to spread the Gospel through these 
forests.” 

This good family prospered in everything; and thirteen years after 
this visit I had the pleasure of preaching in a comfortable church erected 
on their farm. This pious and devoted woman comforted me much, and 
encouraged me to greater diligence in acts of self-denial. I met one of 
her sons, now venerable in appearance, at the Peterboro’ Conference. 
Hard, indeed, must be that heart which would not go any lengths, and 
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make any sacrifice, to preach the Gospel to such a people! If Wesley 
was right when he directed us to go to those who need us most, then I 
was right in taking up this appointment, and I left one for my col- 
league. While riding back towards the front over rough roads and 
through gloomy forests I dismounted to relieve my horse a little and 
stretch my own limbs by walking, leaving my saddle-bags on the saddle. 
But the cunning beast proved treacherous—I had good cause to regret 
my Kindness. I had left the bridle on his neck and was walking by his 
side, when he managed to get a few steps in advance. Having walked 
a couple of miles in this way, I began to feel weary, and asked my horse 
to stop; but he seemed to prefer walking alone, and resolved to keep 
out of my reach. When I walked fast, he increased his pace accordingly. 
When I ran he ran—then off came my bags, which I had to carry. This 
appeared to amuse him much, and no intreaty could induce him to 
wait for me. Is it possible, thought I, that I am doomed to walk and 
carry this burden, through this solitary wilderness, all the way to Co- 
bourg. In my dejection and weariness a happy thought came into my 
mind. There is a long corduroy bridge about a mile ahead, and on that 
bridge I can outrun the cruel beast. The plan was laid and the conquest 
effected; but I learned that too much liberty was a bad thing for a 
horse, while there might be circumstances under which even these 
miserable log-bridges might be of service to a travelling preacher. 
Sunday, the 3rd of October. Preached at Cramahe and at Presque 
Isle. Cramahe is a small village about the size of Cobourg, but it has a 
good Church, a better society, and a larger congregation. Hiram Merri- 
man, a faithful undershepherd, is our leader here. He is very fond of a 
good, warm-hearted shout, and, when he feels well, he can bear his part 
in it with stunning effect. At Presque Isle we have a large log-house for 
worship, and an excellent class. James Lyons, Esq., M.P.P., is our 
leader, and an excellent leader he is. James Richardson, Esq., his 
brother-in-law, lives near him and is an able local preacher, but it is 
intimated that he is soon to take a circuit. On Monday preached at Sher- 
wood’s, and on Tuesday at the Carrying Place. Called on the Rev. Mr. 
Greer, a young Episcopal clergyman, who had just settled in this 
village. Wednesday, rode round the head of the Bay to the: Trent, 
thence over to Mr. Young's (father to the Rev. Wm. Young), and 
preached from Proverbs 8:4. Wednesday, preached at Cold Creek to 
a few settlers, but no class. After a lonely ride to Percy Mills I preached 
to a small congregation, led a small class, and was entertained by the 
father of the Rev. Solomon Waldron, of our Conference. Friday, rode 
back through the woods towards the front, and preached in the house 
of a local preacher by the name of Joshua Webster—an intelligent man 
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and good company. Sunday, 10th Oct. At Haldimand and Grafton 
preached on ‘What will it profit a man if he gain the whole world and 
lose his soul?” A question, this, of infinite importance, but easily 
answered. 

Monday, the 11th, at Bro. Waite’s, back of Grafton. Saturday and 
Sunday, the 16th and 17th of October, heard Mr. Case at our Quarterly 
Meeting in Hamilton Church. He is a lovable man; mild as St. John, 
but firm as St. Paul. Not a great, but a good preacher. His sermons are 
not deep, but efficacious, and we love him, admire him, and pray for 
him. I received twenty-five cents travelling expenses, but no quarter- 
age, as my colleague required all the money paid in to meet his moving 
expenses, We arranged for a new appointment at Mr. Bullock’s 
neighbourhood, near the Carrying Place, and another at what is now 
called Newtonville, about twelve miles west of Port Hope—since become 
the head of a circuit. On the 4th of November I preached the first 
sermon ever delivered at Newtonville, in a log house owned by Mr. 
Soules, situated on the main road and on the west side of a high hill. 
I gave them a synopsis of our doctrines. One intelligent-looking gentle- 
man eyed me closely, and seemed to be carefully weighing every 
sentence uttered. He thanked me for a doctrinal sermon, and invited me 
to visit him at his house, which I did; and this visit led to the following 
case of conscience: In accordance with Dr. Adam Clarke’s ‘Advice to 
‘Young Preachers’, I had resolved to pray with every family I visited. 
I found this gentleman alone, and as he did not propose prayers I had 
not courage to do so myself, but left him alone in his musings. The 
cross was heavy, and I failed to bear it, though Jesus had said, ‘Who- 
soever doth not bear his cross and come after me, cannot be my 
disciple’. As I rode away my conscience stung me severely—Is that the 
way you carry out your purposes? Is that all the courage you have to 
bear the cross for him who bore the cross for you? Then better leave 
this field to others and go home! I stopped my horse to return to the 
house; but this would appear absurd, hence I compromised the matter 
by promising to call on my next round and ask to have prayers with this 
gentleman, After this decision I rode on; but, alas! on my next visit to 
that place his house was empty. This gentleman had left the neighbour- 
hood and I never saw him more! But his image is photographed 
indelibly upon my mind, and I can never forget that first breach of faith 
with myself. It is a dangerous thing to trifle with a good conscience. I 
was miserable in the extreme, and would have given much if I had 
never seen that man, or, having seen him, had done my duty. Our next 
appointment Ied me to Major Wilmott’s—now Newcastle—preached 
in a school-house a little west of Salmon Creek. From this we went to 
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Mr. Butterworth’s, in a back concession; and I left an appointment also, 
on the main road, at Mr. Wallbridge’s house. Sunday, the 7th of 
November, preached at Hope school-house in the morning, and at Mr. 
J. Boyce’s in the evening. Dined with Mr. Hawkins, and found good 
lodgings at Bro. Boyce’s during the night. We had also a regular ap- 
pointment at Mr. Farley's school-house. I have now preached in all 
the regular appointments, and find we have enough to do. We preach 
in twelve townships, have thirty-three appointments each for every 
twenty-eight days, lead all the classes after public service, preach 
funeral sermons, and attend as many prayer-meetings as possible. Our 
Circuit embraces all the country between Bowmanville and the Carry- 
ing Place, River Trent, and Mud Lake. It requires a ride of 400 miles 
to get round it, which we performed, winter and summer, on horse- 
back. There are now twenty-four circuits within these limits. We had 
only two churches on the circuit which we could use for Quarterly 
meetings—one in Colborne, and one in Hamilton, near Cobourg—but 
we erected a small one in the village of Cobourg before Christmas. My 
colleague, the Rev. David Breakenridge, is kind and industrious, but, 
like myself, is a new recruit in the ministry. He is blessed with a charm- 
ing wife. Her maiden name was Lawrence, but her mother was once the 
wife of the celebrated Philip Embury. 

DEDICATION AT COBOURG.—On the 28th of November, I 
had the pleasure of opening our new church, erected on the corner of 
Division and Chapel streets. My text was from Zech. 14:6, 8. These 
‘living waters’ were refreshing, and all were invited to drink freely. Very 
little ceremony was connected with church-openings in those days. 
Father Wilson was present and took part in the services; but, strange to 
say, he was not in my way at all. I had feared him greatly, but he 
removed that fear entirely during my second sermon at the Parsonage 
Church. He was living near that church, and I could not think of preach- 
ing in his presence. I, therefore, took the first opportunity to call on 
this venerable divine, and earnestly request him not to be present when 
I preached, as I had not been accustomed to preach before ministers 
and feared I might break down in the attempt. He said he knew how to 
sympathize with such feelings, and at once assured me he would not 
attend until I was an established preacher. I felt much relieved by this 
promise; but alas! he thought I was ‘established’ long before I thought 
so myself; and at my second appointment in that church, after the pre- 
liminaries were over and I stood up to read my text, I saw his venerable 
form enter the door. He had on short breeches, with silk stockings, 
knee-buckles, shoe-buckles, &c., and with his clerical garb and vener~ 
able locks he made a most formidable appearance. I was both sur- 
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prised and frightened. Indeed, I trembled to that extent that I could 
scarcely hold my pocket Bible in my hand, I first thought of sitting 
down and calling upon him to preach, but dared not do it. I then placed 
both elbows upon the pulpit to steady my trembling nerves, and read, 
‘Unto you that fear my name shall the sun of righteousness arise with 
healing in his wings; and ye shall go forth and grow up as calves of the 
stall’. By the time I got through with my introduction I had lost sight 
of the old divine; my trembling ceased, and from that moment T had 
no more fear of Father Wilson. 

FIRST SERMON AT PORT HOPE.—November 30th. This after- 
noon, by previous arrangement, I delivered what I was informed was 
the first sermon preached in Port Hope by a Wesleyan minister—it was 
certainly the first appointment in our circuit work there. I had a shoe- 
maker’s shop for my church, his shoe-bench for a pulpit, and six 
persons for a congregation. Port Hope is the largest village on the cir 
cuit, It is situated at the mouth of Smith’s Creek, from which our circuit 
takes its name. It is full of enterprise and spirit, but so full of whisky 
and sin that it bears the name of ‘Sodom’. My text was, ‘Some have not 
the knowledge of God: I speak this to your shame’. The wedge is now 
entered, and, if we can manage to get a congregation, Sodom may yet 
be redeemed, and by divine aid we may hope to do some good there. 
December Ist, took up another new appointment at Mr. Herchel’s, on 
the lake shore, some four or five miles west of Port Hope. December 
8th. My colleague has also taken up an appointment at Mr. Purdy’s, 
on the lake shore, in Cramahe, where I preached today. We have also 
arranged to preach at the Court-house, and at the school-house at Major 
Jones’, half-way to Port Hope. 

FATHER WILSON’S NARROW ESCAPE.—When in Cobourg last 
October I saw the beach, west of Division Street, covered with small 
white tents filled with Irish immigrants. The Hon. Peter Robinson had 
been home and brought out a shipload of these people, whom he landed 
here. There was no wharf in Cobourg then, and the landing was some- 
what difficult. They were to be located in the bush beyond Rice Lake. 
Mr. R. has given his own name to the place, calling it PETER- 
BOROUGH. These white tents presented a beautiful and attractive 
appearance. They stretched along on the sand beach lying between the 
lake and a forest of small cedars, which covered the worst part of the 
swampy ground east of Ham’s mills. Among the newly-arrived were 
fourteen Protestant families; the remainder were Papists, with a priest 
at their head. Mr. W., being an Irishman himself, went and preached to 
his countrymen; but when the priest—who was absent at the time— 
returned, he was much displeased and told his flock that if that heretic 
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came there again to preach they were ‘to cool his zeal by throwing him 
into the lake’. The Protestants reported this to our brethren; and soon 
after the magistrate sent for the priest and asked him if the report was 
true. ‘Certainly it is’, said the priest. ‘What right had that man to preach 
to my people in my absence? ‘Just as much right as you have, sir, if 
they wish to hear him. You are in a free country now, where the liberty 
of free speech is protected. You are therefore to go immediately and call 
the people together and tell them if Mr. W. comes there again they are 
to use him civilly; and I will hold you responsible for any mischief done 
him.’ The priest very properly hastened to the camp, blew his horn, 
collected the people, and said to them, ‘I perceive I have made a mis- 
take. If Mr. Wilson comes here be sure you use him well, or I will hold 
you responsible for any mischief done him. Remember what I tell you.’ 
I scarcely need to add that these immigrants were well taught in Gospel 
truth while they remained on the beach. 


3. CHURCH OF ENGLAND MISSIONARIES 


At a meeting of the Newcastle District Committee of the Society 
for Promoting Christian Knowledge, held at the Court House, 
Cobourg, on September 16, 1835, the following resolutions were 
adopted, and a subscription list was opened: 

1. That Christians, when animated by the genuine principles of 
their religion, esteem it a privilege as well as a duty to promote the 
temporal, and especially the eternal, welfare of their brethren in the 
world; and that all institutions having for their object the spread of the 
truth as it is revealed in the Gospel possess an irresistible claim upon 
their benevolent aid and exertions. 

2. That the many Protestant families throughout the District of 
Newcastle, who from remoteness of situation have no access to the 
regular ministrations of the word and ordinances, render highly ex- 
pedient the appointment of a TRAVELLING MISSIONARY for the 
District of Newcastle, to be employed in disposing the services and con- 
solations of the Gospel amongst the remote and unprovided settlers 
thereof. 

In September 1836 the Bishop of Quebec met the views of this 
Association by appointing a minister to this important charge. The 
Reverend C. T. Wade, who had recently come to Canada, offered 
his services and was appointed travelling missionary in the New- 
castle District, his duties commencing October 1, 1836. He was 
succeeded in 1838 by the Reverend W. F. S. Harper, and after 
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an interval by the Reverend G. C. Street on July 1, 1839. If the 
general statement be true that Church of England clergymen in 
the pioneer period were inclined to expect a “living” rather than to 
travel widely in their parishes, the following letters of these itinerant 
missionaries indicate that their writers were among the more 
notable exceptions." 





(a) EXTRACTS FROM THE MISSIONARY JOURNAL OF THE 
REVEREND CHARLES TAYLOR WADE 


[The Church,? Cobourg, 1837-1838] 


Cobourg, Sept. 10, 1836.—Having arrived here this day by the Steam 
Boat ‘Traveller’ from Toronto, I lost no time in calling upon the Rev. 
A. N. Bethune, Rector of St. Peter's Church. To the advice and sug- 
gestions of this gentleman as to my proceedings I had been particularly 
recommended by our excellent and revered Diocesan, now no more, 
with whom, by a remarkable interposition of Providence, I was 
privileged to form an acquaintance at New York, as well as with the 
reverend gentleman already named, in the previous month. His Lord- 
ship had also directed me, as far as compatible with my extensive duties, 
to assist this devoted minister in the sphere of his multiplied and 
arduous duties. With this gentleman I have ever lived on terms of the 
most affectionate Christian friendship, and readily do I embrace the 
opportunity of expressing my obligations to him for every species of 
useful information respecting my mission, and for unvarying personal 
kindness since I have had the benefit of his acquaintance. 

Sept. 11—This day, by request of the Rector, I preached in St. 
Peter’s Church and assisted in the administration of the Holy Com- 
munion, at which 60 persons were present. In the very interesting and 
attentive congregation of this town, numbering generally in the fore 
noon about 300, are strikingly evidenced the effects of a stated and 
faithful ministration of Gospel ordinances. In the afternoon we pro- 
ceeded to Port Hope, the pastoral charge of which had, from peculiar 
circumstances, devolved upon Mr. Bethune. Here likewise I was 
privileged to address a respectable and attentive audience; and in the 
evening at 7 o'clock I officiated at the desk in St. Peter's, Cobourg. 

1Some missionaries had worked east and west of the Newcastle District a few 
years previously. See W. J. D. Waddilove, The Stewart Missions (London, 1838). 

2The Church of England publication, published in Cobourg from 1837 to 1846, 
and subsequently in Toronto and Hamilton until 1856, The name implies a view 


commonly held by members of the Church of England at the time—that the term 
“church” was not for nonconformists and dissenters. 
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Sept. 16.—The previous days having been employed in preparations 
for my missionary journey and in some occasional duty in aid of Mr. B., 
I proceeded on this day to the village of Colborne in the township of 
Cramahe. Here I was most hospitably received by B.Y. McKyes, Esq., 
whose amiable partner, long afilicted, it was my melancholy duty to 
visit. She has since ‘entered into her rest’—that ‘rest which remaineth 
for the people of God’. In the evening (Friday) I read prayers and 
preached in the school-house to an attentive congregation of about 50 
persons, most of them, I believe, members of the Established Church 
and upon that occasion and many subsequent ones expressing a strong 
wish for stated services. Thus encouraged I gave notice for a sacramental 
service on the 9th proximo. 

Sept. 17.—Proceeded through an interesting country to Percy, pur- 
posing to proceed to Seymour, whither notices of service for the 18th 
inst. had been forwarded, But on reaching Percy Landing I found that 
the bridge across the Trent was broken; and it being too late to return 
and take the other road, I decided on spending the night at Mr. Francis 
Beattie’s, who, on this and many subsequent occasions, most kindly 
welcomed me. At a very short notice a congregation assembled in the 
evening, to whom I read prayers and expounded a portion of God's 
word, and had with many some pleasing conversation regarding the 
rites and ceremonies of our Church. I removed, through God's mercy, 
some objections which are often made to Baptism. 

Sept. 18—On this sabbath morning proceeded to Seymour, and 
found that the Rev. W. F. S. Harper, Travelling Missionary in the 
Midland District, who had been requested by the Bishop to extend his 
visits to this place and to whose pastoral care it has since been com- 
mitted, was preparing to officiate. Happy in the unexpected opportunity 
of becoming acquainted with a valued fellow-labourer, of whose 
zealous services in the adjoining District I had been informed, I 
assisted him at the desk and was gratified by finding 23 persons remain 
to partake of the Lord's Supper. 

Having notified my intention of revisiting this township and ad- 
ministering the Sacrament on the 16th prox., I returned to the Landing 
and at Mr. Beattie’s house read prayers and preached to a respectable 
congregation, who very anxiously pressed for another appointment. 

Sept. 19.—Returning to Percy I rode some miles to see a sick woman. 
She proved an interesting example of the power of Divine grace and of 
the faithfulness of a covenant-keeping God to his promises. The seeds 
of scriptural knowledge had been sown in her mind in a Sunday School 
in Ireland under an excellent minister of Christ's Gospel; but the sense 
of her soul’s best interests seemed for years to lie buried under the cares 
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of this world and the pressure of outward circumstances, yet, in the 
hour of affliction true religion revived; that God whose ‘word shall 
prosper in the thing whereto he sends it’, gave her, from those early 
impressions, such ‘joy and peace in believing’ that there seems no doubt 
she is now ‘pressing onward towards the prize of her high calling of 
God in Christ Jesus’. Having had frequent opportunities of visiting this 
woman since, I have found her always the same, a consistent, practical 
follower of the Master who has ‘left us an example that we should follow 
his steps’. 

In proceeding this day I have to place on record a merciful inter- 
position of that God ‘whose I am and whom I (labour to) serve’: my 
horse taking fright, I was thrown forward out of the wagon, and 
almost miraculously escaped the wheels and the horse’s feet. How need- 
ful it is to recognize the movements of His gracious hand ‘in whom we 
live and move and have our being!” On reaching the house of James 
Platt, Esq., I was most hospitably welcomed. In this little circle T was 
pleased to discern the characteristic marks of genuine piety, as far at 
least as man can judge. Throughout the family its influence seemed to 
be felt; no ostentatious parade, no enthusiasm, but a fervent love to God 
in Christ, and love to man for his sake, It was my privilege on several 
occasions to be an inmate of this well-regulated household, and I think 
I never left the roof without finding myself edified, and, thanking God, 
took courage to proceed. In the evening I preached to a most attentive 
congregation of about 60 persons, of whom, however, but few were 
members of the Church. 

Sept. 20.—My horse being from an accident unable to proceed, I 
was fortunate in finding a gentleman who took me in his wagon to 
Brighton, Mr. Solomon Hoff, with whom I had much interesting con- 
versation on the ‘things which pertain to the kingdom of God’. Stopping 
at the house of Mr. Stevens, in the 4th concession of Cramahe, near 
which is a place called the ‘happy valley’, I was much pressed to make 
an appointment, and promised, if God willed, to return soon and assist 
in directing their views to that which alone can constitute true happiness. 
Proceeding to Brighton where I had anticipated a numerous meeting, 
T found that a Baptist and Presbyterian minister were there holding 
services at the same time, and consequently the attendance on my 
services consisted of not more than 30 hearers. 

T could not ascertain that there are many Churchmen in this place; 
it abounds in a variety of Dissenters of different denominations, yet not 
unfavourably disposed to hear ‘the truth as it is in Jesus’ from any 
minister. In this and the adjoining townships there are many of the 
sect called Christians, with whose tenets, as far as I have been able to 
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discover, there seems much of infidelity connected. There are also many 
who are termed Disciples or Campbellites, in some points approaching 
to the creed of the Anti-poedobaptists. Such of them as I conversed with 
seemed not to entertain sound views of the Atonement in its scriptural 
fulness, nor did they appear to lay much stress on personal and practical 
holiness of heart and life, as the certain evidence of ‘receiving the truth 
as it is in Jesus’. 

Sept. 21—Proceeded this day to Colborne, where, after visiting 
some Christian friends, I preached in the evening to a congregation of 
about 50 persons. On the following day (Thursday) I assisted my dear 
brother, the Rector of Cobourg, in a service at Grafton, where he 
addressed himself extemporaneously—his general custom in these week- 
day ministrations—to a most attentive congregation of about 40 
persons. There are few villages which I have visited in which Church 
privileges are more duly estimated than in this; Mr. Barnham’ and his 
family, and others in the neighbourhood, are ever ready to promote 
the interests of religion, and their example sets beneficially on the 
good cause. 

Sept. 23.—Having returned to Cobourg, proceeded on the evening 
of this day, in company with Mr. Bethune, to a school-house about 4 
miles distant, which partakes of his stated visits. An excellent con- 
gregation here waited to ‘draw water with joy out of the wells of 
salvation’. The remainder of the evening was pleasantly and profitably 
spent in a Christian family, several members of which, under his 
‘ministrations, have ripened for and entered into their glorious rest; and 
to whose head, recently departed, an affecting allusion was made in 
the sermon preached on that occasion. 

Sept. 24.—Rode out to a school-house in the 4th concession of 
Haldimand, which also partakes of the occasional visits of the pastor of 
Cobourg (who on this occasion baptised four persons), and where a 
good congregation had come together to ‘hear the word of God’ 

Sunday, Sept. 25, 1836.—Being obliged to remain a few days at 
Cobourg, I was strongly solicited by my friend and brother, the Rector 
of St. Peter’s, to advocate the cause of the Christian Knowledge Society 
this day. But on account of my recent arrival in the country, not being 
sufficiently acquainted with its local details and operations, I felt obliged 
to decline the request; and the advocacy of the excellent Society con- 
sequently devolved upon himself. In St. Peter’s in the forenoon, and in 
St. John’s, Port Hope, in the afternoon, impressive sermons were 
preached and good collections made. In the desk, on both those oc- 


1The Barnum house, a gem of colonial architecture, has been preserved by the 
Architectural Conservancy of Ontario. 
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casions, I assisted, and preached in the evening to a good congregation 
at Cobourg. 

Sept. 26.—This day I had the gratification of attending the Annual 
Meeting of the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, which was 
followed by that of the Newcastle Branch of the Society for the Propaga- 
tion of the Gospel amongst Destitute Settlers. The details presented 
were full of interest; and amongst the useful bequests of the former 
Society was a grant of books to the extent of £10 for distribution by 
myself in the remoter parts of my missionary sphere of duty. 

Sept. 30.—This evening accompanied the Rev. A. N. Bethune to 
another scene of his week-day ministrations, in the 2d. concession of 
Hamilton, about 5 miles from Cobourg, where the congregation we met 
was highly respectable. In consequence of the falling of a portion of 
the boarded ceiling during the time of service—through the mercy of 
Providence none were injured—this service was subsequently trans- 
ferred to another school-house somewhat nearer Cobourg but within 
reach of most of the persons who composed the congregation at that 
time, 

October 2.—In order to enable my reverend brother at Cobourg to 
attend on this morning at Port Hope for the purpose of administering 
the Holy Sacrament, I had agreed to perform the forenoon service at 
St. Peter's. Here, however, I had the gratification of receiving the 
assistance of the Rev. John Bethune, Rector of Montreal, who had un- 
expectedly arrived on the preceding day; and in the evening we were 
favored with the like help from the Rev. E, J. Boswell of Carleton 
Place. In the afternoon of this day, at 3 P.M., I attended at Grafton, 
where a numerous and attentive congregation were present. 

Sunday, October 9.—Having returned, on the previous day, from 
Toronto, where I had been present at a meeting of the clergy of the two 
Archdeaconries of this Province, I proceeded this morning to Colborne. 
The unfavourable state of the weather prevented the assemblage of 
the usual congregation, and the number of communicants was also few. 
In the afternoon I proceeded to Brighton; but owing to the feuds exist- 
ing there between some of the different denominations, the windows of 
the school-house had been broken and the building otherwise so dis- 
mantled that it was impossible to officiate in it. I therefore resolved 
upon addressing myself to such as could be assembled in a room of the 
inn at which I was stopping; and I was gratified to find that in the 
course of half an hour a congregation of about 50 persons were 
collected, who gave attentive ear to the declaration of the ‘counsel of 
God’. 

October 10.—Proceeded this day to Percy to fulfill an engagement 
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at Centreville. Having been hospitably entertained by Mr. Isaac Platt on 
the way, I proceeded in the evening to Mr. J. Platt’s, with whose family 
I went to the school-house, where a crowded congregation awaited me, 
I may say in truth that the meetings in Percy were bright spots in my 
Missionary tour; and I think that future labourers in this District would 
view that township with more than common interest. 

October 12.—Having arrived at Percy Landing, had a service which 
was well attended, Mr. Cassan kindly acting as a clerk on the occasion. 
Arriving at Seymour, was most kindly received by Mr. Ranney, to whose 
uniform attention and kindness my brother missionary of the Midland 
District has frequently alluded in his journal. In company with some 
members of his amiable family I visited a few of the neighbouring 
gentry, and returned to spend in their domestic circle an edifying and 
profitable evening. 

October 14.—The preceding day being occupied in visiting several 
families in Seymour, I returned on this day to Percy (Benton). Here 
I was grieved to discover that some who professed themselves members 
of our venerable and apostolic Church were leading a course of life by 
no means consistent with their faith; with these I took occasion to con- 
verse in a friendly and affectionate manner and to reprove in the spirit 
of love; and I have reason to believe that, with the blessing of God, the 
solemn truths set before them were not without some due effect upon 
their souls. 

October 15.—Rode into the country a few miles to see a woman 
bowed down under severe domestic afflictions; endeavoured to direct 
her mind to Jesus, the sinner’s hope and only ground of comfort; read 
and prayed with her a considerable time; and before leaving had the 
satisfaction of seeing her much comforted. In the evening read prayers 
and preached at a school-house in the 2nd concession, where about 80 
people were assembled. After service instructed several in the nature 
and privilege of Baptism and received three members into the Church 
by that ordinance. 

Sunday, October 16.—This day proved the first of heavy and con- 
tinued rain since I had entered upon my labour. Proceeded on to 
Seymour, about 10 miles, where I had made a sacramental appointment 
for this day. The congregation, from the scattered nature of the popula~ 
tion, was necessarily small; and in the expectation of another op- 
portunity at no distant date I deemed it expedient to postpone the 
administration of the Holy Communion. Three services, however, were 
performed on this day; and the auditory at each, though small, was 
attentive. 

October 17.—Returning by Percy Mills I made a few calls according 
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to promise, and think that some to whom I had spoken manifested im- 
provement. Professing themselves to be ‘convinced of sin’, I directed 
them—with an endeavour to adapt my discourse to their respective 
characters—individually and collectively to the sinner’s Advocate, to 
the ‘Lamb of God that taketh away sin’. Amidst the outward obstacles 
of a heavy fall of snow and very bad roads I proceeded to Asphodel; 
and night overtaking me, I experienced a most kind and hospitable 
reception at Mr. R. Humphrey's. Before retiring to rest I was gratified 
in joining his family circle in reading the Holy Scriptures—each child 
furnished with his Bible and reading a passage in turn—and concluding 
these meditations upon the word of God with prayer. 

November 4th, 1836—Having completed my first and highly en- 
couraging visit to the townships of Clarke and Darlington, I returned 
to Cramahe, where, after visiting a widow in her affliction, I proceeded 
to the ‘happy valley’ in the 4th concession. On this evening I met a 
considerable congregation and much attention; nor can I omit the tribute 
of my thankful recollection of the disinterested kindness of Mr. and 
Mrs, Stevens in that neighborhood. As I proceeded from hence to Percy, 
I distributed some Testaments and Tracts, furnished to me by the 
Christian Knowledge Society, which were most gratefully accepted. 

Nov. 5.—Performed service this evening at Centreville in Percy, 
where I had the gratification of meeting a large assemblage; and at the 
conclusion of the public exercises had much conversation with persons 
anxious to be informed concerning the ritual, doctrines, and ministry 
of our venerated Church. I am persuaded that, under God’s blessing, the 
mind being directed to these things, many prejudices and misconceptions 
will be removed; and the subject I would, with all deference, recom- 
mend to the consideration of those whom the Lord may appoint to 
succeed me in this interesting field of labour, as one possessing no small 
share of interest in the minds of the people. 

Nov. 6.—This day, according to appointment, officiated in Seymour; 
and it being a bright and beautiful morning a large congregation was 
assembled, almost all of whom partook of the holy Sacrament. The con- 
gregation in the afternoon in another part of the township was not so 
encouraging; but various reasons were assigned for the comparative 
thinness of the attendance which seemed to remove all suspicion of an 
indifference to the privilege. 

Nov. 7.—On this day, returning to Percy Mills, was hospitably re- 
ceived by Mr. Humphrey, brother to the gentleman to whom I was so 
much indebted for similar kindness in Asphodel. Here I received four 
children into the church by baptism, and had an opportunity of explain- 
ing some of the difficulties with which, in the minds of dissenters at 
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least from our communion, the subject is often connected. In the eve- 
ning read prayers and preached in a school-house to upwards of 60 
people; and afterwards some of the neighbours assembled to whom I 
read and expounded a portion of God’s word, engaging with them in 
familiar and kindly conversation on subjects which should be dear to 
every Christian’s heart and hopes. 

Noy. 11.—Having spent the three previous days in a species of pas- 
toral intercourse with the inhabitants in the neighbourhood of Mr. 
Ranney’, I returned to Benton where I preached on this day to a very 
large and attentive congregation. Sudden and acute illness, though, as 
it providentially turned out, not lasting, coupled with the complete 
breaking up of the roads, compelled me to relinquish my proposed visit 
to Asphodel for the present at least, and I returned to Cobourg in order 
from thence to enter upon a more practicable sphere of duty. 

Nov. 31.—This day assisted my friend and brother, the Rector of St. 
Peter's, both morning and evening, he himself having fulfilled the duty 
at Port Hope at 3 P.M. The following day I accompanied him to a 
funeral at the latter place, which peculiar circumstances rendered un- 
usually large, the man having been unhappily killed by violence on the 
wharf. 

Nov. 14.—Accompanied Mr. Bethune to a school house about 5 
miles distant where a very large congregation united in the services of 
the church and gave earnest attention to the exposition of the revealed 
Word. 

Nov. 17.—On this day the youngest son of the dear and valued 
friend just mentioned was received into the church by baptism; nor do 
we doubt that there were prayers offered up on that occasion which will 
be answered in the communication of spiritual blessings. It was my 
privilege to administer the sacred rite in the house of God and in the 
presence of numerous friends. 

Nov. 18.—Mr. Bethune having left me in temporary charge of his 
parish while he proceeded to Cavan in order to induct into that Rectory 
the Rev. Samuel Armour, I repaired on this evening, in fulfilment of 
his engagements, to a school house about 4 miles to the westward of 
Cobourg, where I had the satisfaction of preaching to an excellent con- 
gregation; and on the following day I fulfilled a similar appointment in 
the 4th concession of Haldimand. 

Nov. 20.—The duties of the Rector of Cobourg having this day de- 
volved upon me, I preached at 11 A.M. in St. Peter's to a very numerous 
auditory; at 3 P.M. I delivered a funeral sermon at Port Hope, founded 
upon the circumstances alluded to above, when the church was crowded 
to overflowing; and again at 7 P.M., at Cobourg, assisted in the latter 
service by the Rev. J. Coghlan. 
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Nov. 23.—Being relieved from my temporary charge of the manifold 
duties of Cobourg, I proceeded on this day towards the northwestern 
parts of the Newcastle District. Spent this night at the hospitable abode 
of Mr. Joseph Graham, having previously officiated in a private dwelling 
in the vicinity where a considerable congregation was assembled, but 
less than would have attended had the notice been more generally cir- 
culated. 

The following day I had the pleasure of becoming acquainted with a 
brother labourer, the Rev. Samuel Armour, whose praise as a zealous 
and indefatigable minister of the Gospel of Christ is well and widely 
known. From few have I experienced more kindness, and with few 
maintained more delightful Christian intercourse than with this respected 
minister and his amiable family. 

Noy. 25.—Accompanied by Mr. Armour I proceeded this day to the 
house of Mr. Hughes in the 4th concession of Cavan, where a small but 
attentive assembly awaited our arrival; several had returned home, as 
the bad roads had delayed us considerably beyond the hour appointed. 
Upon this and every subsequent occasion I found Mr. Hughes, and the 
several branches of his family with whom I came in contact in various 
parts of the District, most friendly and obliging. 

On the following day, accompanied by Mr. H., I proceeded to the 
2d. concession of Emily, where, in a convenient school-house, I read 
prayers and preached to a tolerably good congregation. A ‘raising-bee’ 
in the neighborhood prevented many from attending: a species of 
friendly association which, whatever may be its value to the new settler, 
is generally accompanied by demoralizing effects. 

Nov. 26.—Arrived this day in Williamstown, Emily, where I experi- 
enced a most kind welcome from Messrs. Cottingham and Josiah 
Hughes. In the evening read prayers and preached to a large and atten- 
tive audience. 

In this township is a large Protestant population and many firm and 
attached adherents of our invaluable Church. A very anxious desire was 
expressed for the ministrations of a regular clergyman, a desire em- 
bodied shortly after in a numerously signed memorial to the Lord 
Bishop of Montreal; and a considerable sum was subscribed towards 
the erection of a church. 

Nov. 27.—This day, in company with Messrs. Hughes and Cotting- 
ham, I proceeded in Ops, and found a large congregation awaiting my 
arrival in the second concession, at the house of Mr. Rae, a pious and 
excellent man. The state of the roads rendered it impossible to proceed 
to the fulfilment of an appointment made for me at Purdy’s Mills, about 
13 miles further; so that I returned in the hope of having a second ser- 
vice at Williamstown in Emily. The ground, however, having been pre- 
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occupied by Mr. Armstrong, of the Methodist connexion, with whom 
Thad subsequently much interesting conversation, I returned to Cavan; 
and after a visit to Peterboro’, when I formed my first acquaintance 
with its valuable Rector of whom I shall have occasion hereafter to 
speak much and often, I accompanied Mr. Armour, on 

Dec. 2, to the fourth concession of Cavan, where I officiated to a 
numerous congregation. On the following day, being Sunday, I attended 
at Williamstown in Emily in the forenoon; and in a commodious room 
fitted up for divine worship by Mr. Cottingham I preached to upwards 
of 100 persons. In the afternoon I proceeded about five miles to another 
school house, where I found fully 150 persons assembled to join in the 
admirable prayers of our Church and to hear the word of God. Of this 
township it may truly be said that ‘a great and effectual door is opened’, 
and such circumstances may well animate our prayers to ‘the Lord of 
the harvest that he would send forth more labourers into his harvest’. 
Having spent some days in visiting these parts and endeavouring to 
‘preach Jesus Christ from house to house’, and finding that the impas- 
sable state of the roads rendered it expedient to direct my ministrations 
to the un-supplied townships in front, I returned on the 8th. instant to 
Cobourg. During this week I was introduced, by my reverend brother 
the Rector of this parish, to another most interesting and useful sphere 
of his labours, termed ‘household, or cottage lectures’, known better in 
England, I believe, by the latter term. On these occasions a portion of 
Scripture is familiarly expounded, and the exercise is concluded with 
prayer. From frequent participation in these devotional exercises I can 
bear my most unqualified testimony to their admirable and important 
effect; nothing, in short, can better second and establish the influence of 
those more public and solemn services which form the duties of the 
Sabbath day. The illustrations of Scripture or of Christian duty which 
are, on these occasions, given—from the familiar and conversational 
manner in which they are conveyed—have the best possible tendency 
in impressing with a clearer knowledge of Scripture truth, and in enforc- 
ing those practical duties which the profession of Christian faith so 
necessarily involves. That these Christian exercises are so appreciated 
by those for whose benefit they are designed is sufficiently manifest from 
the number and the deep attention of those who engage in them. 

Dec. 11.—This day I assisted at St. Peter's Church both morning 
and evening, and officiated at Port Hope at 3 P.M., at which hour Mr. 
Bethune availed himself of my aid to attend at Grafton. On Wednesday 
the 14th walked with Mr. B. about five miles over frozen mud to fulfil 
an engagement at a school-house in Hamilton, where, notwithstanding 
the wretched roads and severe weather, we met a considerable con- 
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gregation; and on the 16th I accompanied the same gentleman to a 
school-house in another direction under circumstances of roads and 
weather nearly as unfavourable. 

Dec. 18.—This day, Mr. Bethune having volunteered with me an ex- 
change of duties, I officiated twice in St. Peter's, Cobourg, as also at 
Port Hope, while he brought back most favorable accounts of gratifying 
attendance on three occasions of public worship in Darlington and 
Clark on the same day. On the previous day (Saturday) service was 
performed by me in the 4th concession of Haldimand, 

Dec. 20.—Proceeded this day to Brighton, where, after a hospitable 
reception on the way by Mr. Goslee of Colborne, I officiated at a re- 
spectable farmer's of the name of Hubble, and was gratified by the 
attendance of a large congregation. On returning preached at Grafton 
on the evening of the 22d.; attended a funeral at Port Hope on the 
24h., and officiated and administered the Holy Sacrament in the latter 
place on Christmas Day. The weather on this day was particularly un- 
favourable, so that the numbers both of the congregation and com- 
municants was comparatively small; I returned and by request preached 
at Cobourg at 7 P.M. 





(b) MINISTRATIONS OF THE REVEREND W. S. F. HARPER 
[The Church, 1838] 


. .- In the early part of the month of May having occasion to go down 
to Kingston, I officiated once or twice during my absence in that neigh- 
bourhood, as also at the Mohawk Mission, and Napanee for the Rev. 
G. Givins. On my return into Seymour I was enabled to carry my plans 
for the establishment of a Sunday-school on either side of the river into 
effect, and succeeded far beyond my expectation. A Sunday-school con- 
ducted by the Scotch Presbyterians (whose efforts in this particular 
demand the highest commendation) had been for some time in operation 
in Seymour-East, so that all that now remained to be done in this quar- 
ter, was to select some new teachers and take the whole under my own 
supervision, This then was readily accomplished, the Presbyterians 
cheerfully relinquishing their claims in my favour, and they together 
with many others volunteering their services as teachers, To the family 
of R. P. Boucher, Esq., and to Mr. Alex. Menzies (the Superintendent) 
Tam much indebted for their ready concurrence and unremitted assiduity 

1The Wade journal is concluded by less detailed material published in The 
Church, August 25, 1838, et seq. Meanwhile the Reverend W. F. S. Harper had 

itten to The Church on April 27 of that year, outlining his ministrations in the 


jet during 1837, which, omitting some general observations, is given in sub- 
section (6). 
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in this labour of love. In Seymour-West a small school was also estab- 
lished under the superintendence of Mr. J. Tice, Jun., who in this as 
well as many other respects, proved himself a most valuable ‘fellow- 
Jabourer with me in the Gospel’. To the family of B. B. Ranney, Esq., 
we were indebted for the use of the room, and also for one of our most 
useful and exemplary teachers. The attendance at these schools was 
necessarily very fluctuating, owing to the great distance many of the 
children had to come and the often almost impassable state of the roads; 
the same causes also prevented the schools being in operation during 
the winter months, or rather during the Spring and Fall of the year. 
The number of children who generally attended the school in Seymour- 
East averaged from thirty to forty, that in Seymour-West from fifteen 
to twenty. A day school, after much difficulty and through the unwearied 
exertions and generosity of Major Campbell, was also established about 
this time, which averaged in attendance from eighteen to twenty-five 
scholars; but from the same causes which operated against the Sunday 
schools it was frequently considerably under that number. 

In the course of the following month (June) I made a Missionary 
excursion into the townships of Marmora, Madoc, Huntingdon, and 
Hungerford, performed Divine Service at several different places in 
each of them, and baptized six children. The attendance every where 
was good, and refreshing indeed was the manner in which these simple 
but well meaning people greeted my return among them. So rejoiced 
did many of them appear, and so anxious to improve the opportunity 
afforded them, that several accompanied me on foot to the different 
stations where duty called me, regardless of the toils of the way, the 
excessive heat, and the innumerable swarms of flies and mosquitoes 
which, in the back settlements, are at this particular season almost intol- 
erable. Such little incidents as these surely more than repay the per- 
plexities and toils to which the Missionary is naturally subjected, afford- 
ing as they do a comfortable hope that he has not ‘laboured in vain’ 
but shall yet ‘reap if he faint not’. 

The persons of whom I speak were not all members of our Com- 
munion, but as in most other settlements were composed of various 
denominations. Many of them too, in the ‘time of their ignorance’, had, 
like others, been disposed to lift up their voice against our revered 
Establishment, her ministers and her ritual. Here then is one among 
many proofs which might be adduced, that the Church is only to be 
known to be revered, and to disarm that prejudice which alas! so many 
in this country have imbibed, in consequence of having her represented 
to them, by wilfully ignorant or ill-disposed persons, in a false and un- 
hallowed light. What then have those to answer for who from their 
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exalted situations should be the protectors and defenders of the 
Church, that is, as far as regards her temporalities, have suffered her so 
long to be deprived of her lawful rights; for to this is undoubtedly owing, 
in a great measure at least, the lamentable destitution which now pre- 
vails in every District throughout the Province. Had the original inten- 
tion of Government been carried into effect, had the stream of Royal 
bounty been permitted to flow in its intended channel and a clergyman 
placed in every township as it became settled, the result would have 
been widely different both in a religious, moral, and political point of 
view from that which now unfortunately exists. The question, however, 
is not what might have been, but what is to be done to remedy the 
evil and to supply the wants of the destitute Settlers. Certainly no more 
effectual plan could have been devised than that adopted by the Society 
under whose auspices I have had the honor to be employed now nearly 
three years. . . . 

In addition to the above mentioned tours I made several other ex- 
cursions, during my sojourn in Seymour, into the adjoining Townships, 
baptized several children, and attended the funerals of several persons, 
on which occasions I invariably preached to large assemblies. On my 
return to Seymour in October I resumed my pastoral labours and was 
also engaged collecting subscriptions for fitting up the temporary build- 
ings appropriated for public worship. In Seymour East a School-house, 
the frame of which had been put up some time previous, was completed 
and made to answer the purpose both of a school and temporary 
Church. In Seymour West we were indebted for the building and all the 
conveniences necessary to fit it for a Church—the stove alone excepted 
—to the kindness and generosity of B. B. Ranney, Esq., whose kindness 
and liberality has indeed upon all occasions been most unbounded. 

‘Towards the end of December I again set out on a missionary excur- 
sion into the Midland District; but previous to my reaching Kingston 
had the misfortune to injure my horse so severely as to render him use- 
less during the remainder of the season. Some time necessarily elapsed 
before I was enabled to procure another; which together with the almost 
impassable state of the roads and the very unsettled state of the country, 
in consequence of the unnatural Rebellion, prevented my giving that 
attention to missionary duty I was desirous of doing during the winter 
season, and indeed detained me much longer than I had intended from 
my home mission in Seymour. 

T have the honor to remain, 








Rev. Sir, your obedient servant, 
W. F. STUART HARPER. 
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(c) THE REVEREND G. C, STREET'S TRAVELLING MISSION 
{The Church, October 19, 1839, et seq.] 


To the Editor of the Church. 
Cobourg, 7th October, 1839. 
Revd. and dear Sir, 

As I have observed it to be the custom of our Travelling Missionaries 
to give an account of the most interesting particulars of their tours, 
through the medium of ‘THE CHURCH’, I have thought that it might 
not be unacceptable, nor perhaps altogether without its use, were I to 
follow their example and throw together in as small a compass as pos- 
sible my recollections of such incidents connected with my last Mission- 
ary tour as have seemed to me the most likely to be of interest to your 
readers. 

I left this on the afternoon of Saturday the 6th July, and arriving at 
Colborne the same evening, took up my quarters as usual at the resi- 
dence of our hospitable friend Mr. Goslee. Having performed Divine 
Service the next morning to a good congregation in the village, I was 
on the point of starting for Percy when a severe storm came on, which 
detained me till 4 P.M. After travelling for the first hour and a half in 
the rain the weather cleared up, but owing to the state of the roads I 
was unable to reach my destination till half past 7 o'clock, and unfor- 
tunately just as the congregation which had assembled were dispersing. 
Mr. Platt, however, at whose house I was kindly received, called in a 
few of his neighbors, and I read a part of the evening service and a ser- 
mon. On the following morning I proceeded to Seymour, and after en- 
countering another violent thunder storm reached it in time for Divine 
Service at 4 P.M. The congregation, owing to this interruption and the 
busy season of the year, was small, but the attention of the audience and 
the personal kindness of Mr. Ranni were very gratifying. Early on the 
9th I left for Asphodel, returning through Percy; and after a long and 
tedious ride—having gone two or three miles out of my way—I arrived 
at Mr. Birdsall’s, whose house is beautifully situated at the head of Rice 
Lake, commanding a view of that picturesque sheet of water for a dis- 
tance of many miles. Mr. and Mrs. B. I regretted to find were absent, 
and my notice of service had in consequence not been circulated. At 
noon the next day I left for Otonabee, and arrived at Mr. Rubidge’s in 
the course of the afternoon, and employed the greater part of the fol- 
lowing day in riding through the neighbourhood, giving notice for a 
service on Friday. That morning set in with rain, and my congregation 
was consequently but small; although as it was, many walked a distance 
of three miles through the wet, and over muddy roads. There was much 
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anxiety manifested in this neighbourhood for the regular ministrations 
of the Church; and I understood that a rear concession of this Township 
is settled almost exclusively with members of the Church of England, 
who have but very rarely indeed an opportunity of attending her ser- 
vices. 

On the following day passing through Peterborough I proceeded to 
Cavan, and from thence early on Sunday morning I rode to Emily, a 
distance of 10 miles. At 11 o’clock I met the largest congregation that 
T have seen assemble in the back-woods, numbering, I should suppose, 
250 persons. The school-house, although more spacious than those 
buildings usually are, was unable to contain the whole of the congre- 
gation, so that numbers were accomodated with seats on the outside 
round the open windows. After the services were concluded many of 
the congregation, several of whom came from the distance of seven 
miles, crowded round me to express their earnest desire for the settle- 
ment of a clergyman amongst them, and tears evinced their sincerity. 
A very good frame for a church with a tower had been erected and 
nearly roofed, and the residents were only waiting till there should 
appear a reasonable prospect of the appointment of a clergyman in 
order to complete the building. In the afternoon of the same day I rode 
to Ops, and preached to a tolerable congregation in a private house. 
Being kindly pressed by my very hospitable host Mr. Hughes, I re- 
mained in Emily till Wednesday morning, having no appointment in the 
mean time, On that day I proceeded to Peterborough, and reached it 
carly in the afternoon in time to attend the meeting of the clergy at the 
Rev. C. T. Wade's. This and the following day were spent most 
pleasantly, and I trust profitably, with my clerical brethren. 

On Friday morning, the 19th July, I left at an early hour for Fenelon 
Falls; and having travelled the first 12 miles in a waggon, embarked in 
a private four-oared boat and ascended the Lakes, arriving at our 
destination a little before midnight. The scenery through which we 
passed was often very beautiful, though extremely wild. On Sunday, 
although much indisposed from the fluctuations of the weather and 
exposure to the night air, I was, by the blessing of God, enabled to per- 
form service and preach twice to a very good congregation. I also chris- 
tened nine children and had an application for an adult baptism, but 
declined on finding after examination that the candidate did not evince 
a sufficient knowledge of the great truths of Christianity. The spirited 
proprietors of this flourishing spot have been the means of the erection 
of a log church, neatly fitted up with pulpit, reading desk, and com- 
munion table. The building is beautifully situated on the summit of a 
rising ground in their new village. A fund has also been raised in the 
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mother country among the friends of the settlers in this neighbourhood, 
which will assist very materially in the support of a clergyman. 

On Monday morning I left in a two-oared boat with a gentleman and 
lady who had come up the lake seven miles on Sunday morning to 
attend the services, and I was obliged to take shelter from a thunder 
storm under their roof, where we arrived just in time to escape it. As 
soon as the weather had cleared up I embarked again with my boatman, 
and about 5 P.M. arrived at Bobcaygean, where for the first time I per- 
formed the marriage ceremony. Starting with my boatman before sun- 
rise the next morning, we arrived at the landing on Mud Lake about 
noon. From thence I walked 12 miles to Peterborough, and availed 
myself once more of the hospitality of the Rev. C. T. Wade. We left 
together the next morning, and had service in Otonabee at 11 o'clock. 
‘The day again proved, unfortunately, very wet and stormy; yet I pro- 
ceeded in the evening to fulfil my engagement at Gilchrist’s mills, but 
found that publicity had not been given to my notice, through the inad- 
vertency of the party to whom I had entrusted its circulation. I sub 
sequently experienced a similar disappointment, from the same cause, 
at Asphodel. 

On Saturday I proceeded through Percy to Seymour, where I per- 
formed service on Sunday morning, and at Percy at 6 o'clock the same 
evening. Leaving early on Monday morning the 29th. inst., I returned 
‘once more to Cobourg, by the blessing of God in health and safety, 
having travelled in all, by land and water, upwards of 300 miles. 

In some instances, in the remote settlements, I found a plan pursued 
which appears to have been attended with beneficial results. I allude to 
the practice of a layman reading the Church service and a printed ser- 
mon to his neighbours every Sunday. This I have found to have been 
the means of keeping alive a sense of religion in the backwoods, and of 
maintaining affection towards the Church and a desire for the regular 
ministrations of her clergy. It would be impossible for one who had not 
witnessed it to conceive adequately the spiritual destitution existing in 
those remote places; and while it is seldom relieved by any sound or 
regular ministration, Socinians, Mormons, and other teachers of false 
doctrines reap an abundant harvest. 

It is impossible that a conscientious Christian having at heart, as he 
must have, the salvation of the souls of his fellow-creatures and the 
advancement of Christ’s kingdom, could see what I have seen and re- 
main unconvinced of the necessity for the recognition of Religion by a 
Government professedly Christian. The consideration of the means— 
obviously simple as circumstances would seem to render them—to be 
adopted I leave to others; but to the existence of the absolute need of 
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such a course, I bear my testimony, however feeble. We know that the 
blessed day will arrive when ‘the kingdoms of this world shall become 
the kingdoms of our Lord, and his Christ; and He shall reign for ever’, 
but this conviction should not lead man presumptuously to forgo the 
use of the most effectual means; and I confidently trust that we may yet 
see, where now there is but ‘the voice of one crying in the wilderness’, 
the prophecy amply fulfilled in its spiritual sense; ‘The wilderness and 
the solitary place shall be glad for them; and the desert shall rejoice, 
and blossom as the rose’. 
I remain, Rev. and dear Sir, 
Yours very faithfully, 
Geo. Charles Street, 
Travelling Missionary. 


(d) CONCLUSION OF THE REVEREND GEORGE C. STREET'S MISSION 
[The Church, February 1, 1840] 


To the Editor of the Church. Cobourg, 28th January, 1840. 


Rev. and dear Sir,—Having made two missionary tours since the 
publication of my letter in October last, I now present a short sketch of 
them to the friends of the Church, through the medium of your valuable 
and interesting journal. 

I left this on Thursday the 10th of October, and the same evening 
reached Cavan; and having availed myself of the wonted hospitality of 
the Rev. S. Armour, I proceeded on the following morning to Emily, 
where I had service at 3 P.M. On the following Sunday, according to 
appointment, I undertook the duties of the Rev. C. T. Wade at Peter- 
borough, he having had occasion to make a journey to Quebec. In the 
afternoon of that day I also preached in Otonabie according to previous 
notice, a Methodist preacher having concluded his services to the same 
congregation but a few minutes before my arrival. This is an occurrence 
which must often happen, and results from the want of a system of 
stated services, which however I fear will be impracticable while the 
labourers in the vineyard are so deplorably few. 

‘On Monday the 14th October I proceeded to Percy, and from thence 
to the Carrying-Place, where on the 16th and 17th I had the satisfaction 
of attending the Clerical Meeting held at the residence of the Rev. J. 
Grier. 

On the following Friday I proceeded to Seymour, and on the succeed- 
ing Sunday preached to a large congregation at Mr. Rannie’s in the 
morning, and officiated at Percy at 7 in the evening, 
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On Monday the 21st I proceeded to Mr. Birdsall’s in Asphodel, and 
on Tuesday fulfilled an engagement which had been made for me at 
Keeler’s Mills, a distance of 12 miles. Here I christened a child. On 
Wednesday I preached to a good congregation at Walker's Mills, and 
baptized four children. On the following day I had service at Gilchrist’s 
Mills, and was again called on to christen a child. On the 26th I reached 
Emily, and the next day being Sunday preached in the village in the 
morning, and in the afternoon in Ops. Subsequently I spent two or three 
days in Peterborough, and on the Ist November rode to Lindsay, in 
Ops, where I preached at 3 P.M. I baptized this week six children in 
this township. 

On Saturday, a boat having been sent for me from Fenelon Falls, I 
proceeded thither, and preached there twice on the following day. 

Monday evening found me once more in Emily, and on the next 
evening I rode through a pitiless snow storm to Mr. Armour’s which, 
although but a distance of ten miles, it took me between three and four 
hours to accomplish. The next day was equally unpropitious, and I had 
a very disagreeable ride of 34 miles, but arrived once more, by God's 
blessing, in good health, at Cobourg, having been absent about a month, 
and having travelled in that time nearly 400 miles. 

Having remained at Cobourg for about three weeks—performing in 
the interval services at Colborne and Grafton, and otherwise assisting 
the Rector of the Parish—TI left again on the 30th Nov. and preached 
at 10 o'clock the following morning, being Sunday, to a numerous con- 
gregation at a station about eleven miles on the Peterborough road. 
‘There are many families in this neighbourhood warmly attached to the 
Church, but it is seldom that they have an opportunity of attending her 
services. Previous to the assembling of the congregation I had an oppor- 
tunity of briefly examining a very respectable Sunday-school which is 
steadily conducted here. I reached St. Paul’s church in Cavan shortly 
after the commencement of afternoon services; and having preached 
for Mr. Armour I proceeded in company with him to his residence, and 
remaining till Wednesday, went on to Emily. As I had come out almost 
entirely upon a pioneering expedition, to explore townships hitherto 
unvisited by any of our Clergy, and to make stations for future appoint- 
ments, I had no engagements this week, but made the most of my time 
by forwarding as far as I could the plans for the completion of the 
Church at this spot. On Thursday I rode round, accompanied by Mr. 
Hughes, to call on the members of the Building Committee, a meeting 
of which was called for Saturday. On the evening of that day the Rev. 
R. J.C. Taylor arrived from Peterborough, not having been aware that 


COMMUNITY LIFE: RELIGION 329 


I was in the neighbourhood; on the following morning I assisted him 
in the service at the village, and while he returned to Peterborough, 
officiating at a station about five miles on the road, I had divine service 
in Ops at 3 P.M. On Monday I rode to Mr. Ruttan’s, in the latter town- 
ship, where I was kindly received, and left an appointment for the 
12th. Passing through Mariposa on the following day, I found myself 
in the evening in Brock, in the Home District, where I was hospitably 
received at the house of Major Thompson. From Mr. Cowan also, a 
neighbouring magistrate, I received kind attention, both now and the 
following week. I found that, according to the returns lately made of the 
comparative numbers belonging to different denominations, there were 
554 members of our communion in this township; and yet it had not 
been visited by a clergyman for between two and three years. 

On Wednesday evening I rode on into Eldon and was kindly enter- 
tained at the house of Mr. Ewing, Snow having fallen in great quanti- 
ties and the ground being yet soft, my ride to Mr. Ruttan’s was rendered 
very unpleasant, the mud reaching at times almost to the stirrups as I 
sat on horseback. However, I arrived in time to fulfil my appointment, 
and had the gratification of preaching to a large congregation. I also 
christened four children. I returned on Friday to Emily, and on Saturday 
attended a second meeting of the Building Committee, upon which 
occasion the contract for the completion of the church was given out. 
I preached on the following day at the village in the morning, and in the 
afternoon at Braden’s on the Peterborough road. This was the first time 
of my officiating at this place, and I had much reason to be pleased 
with the number, attention, and respectability of my congregation. The 
members of the Church in this quarter are only waiting for the appoint- 
ment of a resident minister in Emily in order to erect a suitable building 
for Divine worship. On Monday afternoon, having been provided with 
a sleigh by the kindness of Mr. Hughes, I commenced a second tour in 
the western townships in order to fulfil the appointments made the week 
previous. I preached on Tuesday evening in Mariposa to a large congre- 
gation, and christened two children. On the following day, accompanied 
by several members of Major Thompson’s and Mr. Cowan’s families, 
I proceeded to Mr. Vrooman’s, situated almost in the centre of Brock. 
‘The roads were so unexpectedly bad that, although the hour appointed 
was 11 AM,, we did not arrive till half-past twelve; yet I found a very 
large congregation waiting with patience for my arrival. A petition to 
the Lord Bishop for a resident clergyman was put into my hands, with 
a request that I would give notice after service of its remaining at Mr. 
‘Vrooman’s for signature. With this request I had much satisfaction in 
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complying, and read it aloud to the congregation, upon which they 
came forward with much alacrity to add their names. I christened at 
this time nine children, and although I could not insist upon sponsors 
in every case, it will, I am sure, be gratifying to all well-wishers of the 
Church, and particularly to your correspondent C., to learn that those 
who did take that obligation upon them on this occasion were com- 
municants, I will take this opportunity of stating that I exercise as much 
care as circumstances will permit with regard to the parents of the 
children, and as for the sponsors, am invariably in the habit of rejecting 
them unless they appear sensible of the solemn nature of the responsi- 
bility incurred, It must be evident to you that it is impossible, under the 
circumstances in which a Travelling Missionary is placed, to exercise 
as much care in this respect as resident ministers with a knowledge of 
their people are enabled to do. 

My lengthened duties in Brock detained me till 3 P.M. and having 
at 6 o’clock an appointment in Eldon at a distance of 12 miles, I made 
the best of my way to that quarter, accompanied by Mr. Cowan, on 
horseback. Not knowing the exact situation of the spot where I was 
to officiate, we took the wrong road, and in consequence found upon 
reaching the school-house that about half of the congregation had left. 
I preached however to those who had remained, and found them grateful 
for the privilege of service afforded them. One female, whose attention 
T had observed to be rivetted to the service as it proceeded, came up 
upon its conclusion to the person who had led the responses, and, as 
he afterwards told me, took him by the hand and thanking him ex- 
claimed, ‘O Sir, I have been this evening in England again!’ It must be 
indeed no small delight to those who have been, perhaps for years, 
debarred from listening to and joining in the exquisite prayers of our 
Liturgy, to have all their old associations revived in so calm and holy a 
manner. I could almost envy the poor woman her feelings as the recol- 
Iections of her father-land came crowding on her mind. May I be 
allowed to digress a little longer in order to remind those who have 
constant facilities for attending the services of the sanctuary—so much 
so as almost to have forgotten the greatness of the privilege—that there 
are hundreds and even thousands of their brethren, scattered through 
the wilderness ‘as sheep having no shepherd’, who would rejoice to be 
even ‘door-keepers in the house of the Lord’. 

I neglected to mention in its proper place that a Sunday-School 
exists in Brock, numbering 50 children; and to which my attention was 
repeatedly and earnestly called, as they were destitute of books, I was 
requested to obtain a supply of the Church Catechisms for it, which 
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I promised to do. You will agree with me that it is highly creditable to 
the members of the Church in this neighbourhood to have kept alive, as 
they have done, a sense of their duties as Christians by providing for 
the religious instruction of the rising generation. 

Arriving at Mr. Ruttan’s on the 19th I preached again to a congre- 
gation of about 30; and drove to Emily on the following day. There I 
ministered private baptism to an infant and married a couple; after 
which I proceeded to Mr. Armour’s. On Sunday I preached for him 
in the morning, and at St. Paul’s church in the afternoon on my way 
home, while he undertook my Missionary duty in the township of Man- 
vers. 

Thus ended my third tour of 280 miles, which had proved to me 
highly interesting; and which, I devoutly trust, may not have been 
without a blessing to some immortal soul. 

I take the opportunity once for all of acknowledging the great kind- 
ness which in every quarter was exercised towards me during my travels; 
and I am constrained to say that, whatever other apostolic precept may 
fall short of fulfilment in the backwoods, this one does not,—Use hos- 
pitality one to another without grudging’. 

Neither, while I bear testimony to the kindness of man, would I for- 
bear to acknowledge thus publicly my gratitude to Almighty God, who 
has given and continued to me in all my wanderings health and strength 
and cheerfulness. 

I hope it will not be trespassing on the limits of a letter to offer a 
suggestion before concluding, for the supply in part of the wants of the 
spiritually destitute. My plan is this:—to appoint stations as nearly 
equi-distant as possible from two, three, or more resident clergymen, 
as the opportunities may exist; and which shall be visited by each of 
them alternately, at stated intervals. For the sake of example, we will 
suppose that there is a settlement having one minister resident within 
eighteen, another within twenty, and another within thirty miles. They 
agree to have service there once a fortnight, so that, taking it alternately, 
each would be obliged to go once in six weeks only; and the benefits 
that would, by the blessing of God, result from such a plan, would far 
more than compensate for the additional labour. This, combined with 
a modification of the plan recommended by a recent correspondent in 
your paper (M.M.), might, and I feel confident, would be productive 
of the happiest results. 

I remain, Rev. and dear Sir, 
Ever yours faithfully, 
Geo. C. Street. 


X. COMMUNITY LIFE: EDUCATION 


‘ais SECTION exemplifies the attempt to provide educational 

facilities under the most adverse conditions. The first known 
letters relative to schools are here reproduced, together with in- 
spectors’ reports which outline the problems to be faced and how 
they were met. The public-spirited work of those who strove to 
advance education amid discouraging conditions of every type is 
here given recognition. An example of efforts to educate privately 
where public facilities were not available is No. 6, consisting of 
excerpts from the journal of Anne Langton, 1839. 


1. Lack OF ScHoors IN THE NewcasTLE District, 1816 
(4) LETTER OF ELIAS JONES 


[Public Archives of Canada, Educational Papers, U.C., RG. 5B 11, 
Vol. 2, No. 9] 


Hamilton 30% August 1816. 
Sir, 

Your Letter of the 19% Instant Requesting a Report of the State of 
the Public School in the District of New Castle I have had the Honor 
to Receive, and in reply, beg leave to state for the information of His 
Excellency the Lieutenant Governor, that in consequence of the great 
difficulty, for these last Three Years in obtaining a Teacher adequate to 
the overseeing the Public School, and in consequence of the delinquency 
of the one last Recommended to His Excellency, there has been no 
Public School kept—I have the Honor to be 


Sir 

Your obd' Hbl. Serv'— 
To Benj" Geale Esq" Elias Jones Trustee 
In absence of Mt ‘Acté Sec’. N Castle District School 


MMahon. 


THamilton was the early name for Cobourg, after the township in which it is 
situated. 
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(b) LETTER OF JOHN PETERS 


[Public Archives of Canada, Educational Papers U.C. R.G. 5, B11, 
Vol. 2, No. 13] 


Cramahé! Oct. 34 1816. 
Sir, 

I had the honor to receive a letter from His Excellency the Lieut. 
Governors office the 15 Sept® last, requiring a report of the public 
School in the District of Newcastle. There has been no public school 
in the District for several years at least since M* Richard Carterel let 
it— 

A M® Stoughton was recommended last Winter, and approved by 
His Excellency but now declines Teaching. 


T have the honor to be 
Sir 
your most Obedient 
Humble Servant 
Jn Peters Trustee 


To 
Edward MacMahon Esq" 
Act® Secretary &. &c. &. 
York 


2, ScHOOLS IN THE NewcasTLe District, 1818 
[Public Archives of Canada, Upper Canada Sundries] 


To His Honor Samuel Smith Esquire Administrator Administering 
the Government of the Province of Upper Canada—&c—&ce—&co— 


The Board of Education for the District of New Castle beg leave 
most Respectfully to report— 

That upon examining the Reports from the Trustees of the Common 
Schools in this District. 





YThis was the original spelling, the name of Hector T. Cramahé, Administrator 
of the Government during Sir Guy Carleton’s absence, 177 
of the name has similarly changed from “Cré-ma-hay” to “ 





SELECTIONS FROM WRITINGS 417 


Courtesy of George M. Douglas — 
AGRICULTURAL DIPLOMA 





This item from the manuscript newspaper circulated in the Lakefield district 
in the late cighteen-ffties makes fun of “the gallant Major" and his Agricultural 
School for budding Canadian backwoodsmen. The writing is by T. B, Allen, who 
stands behind W. P. Band as he receives his diploma. J. E. Beatty, another pupil, 
is the artist. The banner at the left bears the inscription DIPLOMAS FOR EVER. 
This unique material is reproduced by courtesy of George M. Douglas of Lake- 
field, in whose possession is a fragmentary file of the “Katchewanoonka Herald.” 


fidence in himself, and therefore not studying sufficiently; Mr Band is 
much cut up about it, but idleness always meets its reward; he was 
nearly losing an extremely advantageous situation with E, Leigh Esq. 
who of course could not receive him without his diploma; the un- 
fortunate youth is now staying at the hospitable mansion of J. E, Beatty 
Esq., who is attempting to eradicate those pernicious seeds of idleness 
which have been sown on a too fertile mind, 


15, Captain Horton Rus 
A VISIT TO PETERBOROUGH AND LAKEFIELD, 1860 

[Morton Price”, A Theatrical Trip for a Wager! through Canada and 
the United States (London, 1861), pp. 60-9] 

From Port Hope we journeyed north to Peterborough. This is a 
Portion of my journey that I look back to with much pleasure. I, by 
this time, began to see my way. My winning the wager was a certainty, 
bar accidents or ill-health. We were gradually getting into the ways of 
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There is a great deficiency of books in very many of the schools. 

This, I was told, originated in the carelessness or poverty of the 
parents. I have, however, invariably urged upon them the necessity of 
supplying their children with proper books. The teachers frequently 
complain of this deficiency, and of their consequent inability to classify 
their scholars; which is prejudicial to their advancement. 

Thave reason to believe that the teachers rely more upon reason and 
common sense in their instruction, than upon the rod; and I have in- 
variably urged upon them to do so. I have also had to suggest the benefit 
of allowing the children a short relaxation during school hours. I have 
also made it known that intemperance in any teacher will be regarded 
by me as a good cause for his immediate removal, and that cruelty to- 
wards his scholars will be promptly put down. 

Upon the whole I may say that, although there is much room for 
improvement in many of the schools, still there is no real cause for com- 
plaint, and I am satisfied that they will continue gradually to prosper, 
and that the teachers will be improving. . . . 

I may further state that I made an application some time ago to the 
Governor General for the free grant of a lot in the Town of Peterborough 
to Trustees, with the view of ultimately being able to build thereon a 
jus school house, and establishing by private munificence a 
fund the interest from which would be sufficient to supply free tuition 
to all who might choose to avail themselves of it, and to have a good 
library in connection therewith; and I have intended, if my exertions had 
been successful, to have devoted the entire of my salary, as Superin- 
tendent, for that purpose. But His Excellency did not condescend to 
notice my petition, and so the matter for the present has ended. 

Thave the honor to be, &, 
E, BURNHAM, 
County Superintendent of Schools for the Colborne District 
Peterborough, February 11, 1845 








1Books, as well as other elements in the lives of early teachers of the 
are described by Superintendent E. Burnham in “Schools in the Township 
Emily in the Old Days,” in J. George Hodgins, The Establishment of Schools and 
Colleges in Ontario, 1792-1910 (Toronto, 1910), Vol. II, p. 140; and by W. 
Kerr's reminiscences (ibid., pp. 107-8). Notable among early teachers in other 
townships was Daniel Sheehan. He was born in 1781, came to the district in the 
Peter Robinson emigration, and was still living in Douro in 1885. He taught 
school in Douro and Otonabee townships from 1826 to 1846 and retired on a 
pension of $120 a year. Alexander Edmison, son of Thomas H. Edmison of 
Smith Township, kept a somewhat desultory journal during 1857-1858 while he 
was a teacher there. He found teaching “abominable”, and lived in hopes of 
advancing himself to something better. The journal is in the possession of J. Alec. 
Edmison, Assistant to the Principal, Queen's University. 
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4. SUPERINTENDENT THOMAS BENSON EXPLAINS HIS 
RESIGNATION, 1851 


[Quoted in Poole, A Sketch of the County of Peterborough, pp. 56-8] 


To the Warden and Municipal Councillors of the County of 
Peterborough, in Council Assembled. 


GENTLEMEN:—The period having arrived when it becomes neces- 
sary that you should provide for the superintendence of the Common 
Schools of the county for the ensuing year, it is proper that I should 
inform you that I do not intend to offer myself as a candidate for the 
situation you did me the honor to confer upon me at the commencement 
of the past year. 

If I here take occasion to refer to a few of the reasons which have 
induced me to come to this determination, it will be with the sole view 
of increasing the usefulness and efficiency of an office the faithful dis- 
charge of the duties of which may do more to promote the social and 
moral advancement of the rural population of this county than any 
other secular agency within your control. The first and most powerful 
motive which impels me to decline a reappointment to the office of 
superintendent of schools is the conviction that the amount of labour 
which the faithful discharge of its duties would entail upon the in- 
cumbent is more than any one person could possibly endure. 

I trust it will be apparent that in alluding to the extent of this labor I 
do not seek to magnify my own exertions. I crave your attention to this 
point merely to shew that a change of the former system is necessary. 

‘The distance which must be travelled over to complete one visit to 
each school section in this county would appear totally incredible to 
any one who had not taken some pains to reckon up the numerous 
journeys it occasions; one visit could not be nearly accomplished in a 
quarter of the year at an average rate of travelling of twenty miles a 
day. This rate, considering the state of most of the roads and the time 
which must be spent in properly examining a school, is greater than 
could possibly be maintained for a whole year. The extent of my 
correspondence during the past year has been much greater than any 





1Dr. Poole comments as follows upon this report: “Thomas Benson, Esq. 
succeeded E, Burnham, Esq., in the office of County Superintendent, the’ salary 
being now raised to £130 per year. Mr. Benson was highly respected both for 
his intelligence and the urbanity of his manners. His was one of the many valuable 
lives lost in the terrible railroad disaster at the Desiardines Canal in 1857. He 
retained the office of County Superintendent only for one year. His letter of 
resignation is interesting as pourtraying the arduous duties of that office and the 
scant remuneration thus afforded for services so important.” (Ibid.) 
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‘one anticipated. Upwards of six hundred communications have been 
received and nearly five hundred despatched. It is true that this will be 
in future greatly diminished, unless changes are made in the school law: 
but it will always be very considerable. The operation of a law but newly 
introduced entailed upon me the preparation of opinions and decisions 
which not infrequently required days of careful research, and much 
labor in furnishing numerous copies. I do not at all exaggerate when 
I state that the office work alone of my situation has consumed more 
time, and required more anxious exertion, than is devoted to some of 
the best paid offices in the country. 

In the next place I find that my health is not equal to the task this 
office imposes. Frequent night journeys and change of quarters brought 
on a fit of illness which kept me from the performance of my duties for 
several weeks, every effort to resume my journeys bringing on a relapse. 

But I should be recreant to the cause I profess to advocate if T 
allowed any cowardly apprehension of being misunderstood or mis- 
represented to prevent me from stating that the remuneration attached 
to the office under consideration is out of all proportion to the nature 
and importance of its duties, and to the value of such qualification as a 
superintendent should possess. 

My personal expenses for the year, including travelling expenses, 
repairs, stationery, postage, and loss in the value of a horse worn down, 
have amounted to about seventy pounds, leaving only about sixty pounds 
as compensation for services which occupied the whole of my time to 
the exclusion of all other sources of income. 

‘The conclusion I desire to draw from these statements is one to which 
I trust I may be permitted to call your attention without exposing myself 
to the imputation of officious interference with privileges and duties 
which are peculiarly committed to you by the law: it is this—that the 
interests of education will be promoted by a division of the county into 
at least two districts for school superintendence, and by fixing a rate 
of remuneration more justly proportioned to the value of the services 
and attainments called into exercise by its arduous duties and high 
requirements. 

With regard to the condition and prospects of common school educa- 
tion in the county an improvement has taken place, and an impetus has 
been given to the desire for further advancement which must have 
become so apparent to each of you, gentlemen, in your several localities, 
as to leave no need to enlarge upon it here. Whether this improvement 
shall go on with a much-needed and steadily increasing progress will 
greatly depend upon the appointments which the Council may now 
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make to fill a situation the duties of which I feel that I have very im- 
perfectly discharged. 
T have the honor to be, Gentlemen, 
Your most obedient humble servant, 


(Signed) THOMAS BENSON, 
Sup’t. Schools Co. Peterboro’. 
Peterborough, 28th January, 1852. 


5. REPORT OF INSPECTION OF SCHOOLS IN ASPHODEL TOWNSHIP 
By Dr. THomas Poot, 1855 


[Colborne Transcript and Castleton, Percy, Hastings, & Norwood 
Advertiser, January 19, 1856] 


The examination of the Norwood Grammar and Common Schools 
was held on Wednesday, the 19th. inst. Your space and my time will 
not suffer any minute details. Suffice it to say that in the many and 
varied subjects in which the classes were examined they acquitted them- 
selves most creditably, and reflected the highest honor upon the ex- 
cellent teachers under whose care they have the good fortune to be 
placed. The existence of such a school is a boon of inestimable value to 
those residing in a remote section of the country, placing them, in an 
educational point of view, upon an equality with the more favored resi- 
dents of the frontier townships. The new school-house, built of brick 
and resembling in size and appearance the Town-hall of Peterboro, 
is rapidly approaching completion; and from the increased accommoda- 
tion thus provided, and a continuation of the valuable services of Mr. 
and Mrs. Daunt, we have reason to expect a still more auspicious future. 

Here my remarks might close, and should do so were it not that the 
mind is led involuntarily to contrast the present efficient system of 
teaching with that which prevailed only a few years ago in our country 
schools. Many of your readers can call to mind the time when Walker's 
dictionary was placed in their hands, and they commenced the hopeless 
task of committing it to memory. Visions of the well-thumbed Mavor 
and the perpetual English reader, sandwiched with certain rude 
hieroglyphics, bedimmed by the falling tear and overshadowed by the 
awful birch, still haunt the minds of those who have survived those 
melancholy hours. What wonder that school was voted a gloomy place 
and learning a drudgery! But the scene has changed, and with far less 
labor and much greater efficiency we have learned— 
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‘To pour the fresh instruction o'er the mind’. 

We rejoice to know that the other branches, besides those of the 
willow, are now appreciated in our schools, and trust that the portrait 
of— 

‘The whining school-boy with his satchel 

And shining morning face, creeping like snail 

Unwillingly to school — 
will be found to be only a portrait of the past, and that its original will 
be very seldom seen in the future. 

Norwood, Dec. 24, 1855. T. W. Poole, Local Superintendent, 
Asphodel. 





6. ANNE LANGTON’ PRIVATE ScHooL, 1839 


[Anne Langton, A Gentlewoman in Upper Canada: the Journals of 
Anne Langton (Toronto, 1950), pp. 89, 95-6, and 117] 


Wednesday, January 2 [1839].— . . . I had Menzies’ two little girls for 
a lesson to-day. I have lately begun to teach them a little. They come 
for about an hour three times a week; as yet we are not at all perfect 
in our letters, and I sometimes feel that, unaccustomed as I am to teach- 
ing, I shall not accomplish much in my short schooling. But one good 
effect it appears to have, that they get a little more teaching at home. I 
hope this may continue, and then my own efforts will certainly not have 
been thrown away. My pupils are two very pretty little girls about five 
and seven, and sometimes recall to my mind the dear little girls at Seed- 
ley... 

Wednesday, January 16.—I had a new pupil today, a little girl of the 
Daniels about ten years old. I scarcely yet know what her attainments 
are, for she is dreadfully frightened, and though she appeared to know 
scarcely more than her letters at first, I shall not think it all my own 
doing if I find that she can read at the end of a fortnight. I hope she will 
get some good from me, however, for she has nearly two miles to come 
for her lesson. . . . 


Tuesday, July 9— . .. My school assembled in the afternoon, but 





1Anne Langton (18042-1893), sister of John Langton, added greatly to the 
record of early life in the Trent Valley by her journal and her sketches, She was, 
in addition, a capable painter of miniatures and devoted to music. She returned 
to England for a time in 1846, but from 1850 until her death in 1893 she was a 
member of the houschold of John Langton. A number of her sketches are re- 
produced in this volume. 
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we all felt the weather. I was sleepy, and the children were languid. I 
had a new scholar, a girl of ten or twelve years of age, not yet perfect 
in her letters. And now I think my number is up. When more come on 
I must turn some of the old ones off, unless I can introduce the mutual 
instruction system, or, as I cannot well extend my school hours, the 
benefit to each individual must be necessarily diminished by an increase 
of numbers. At present if the amount of good gained in a lesson is not 
very great, at any rate they are put into the way of learning, and 
rendered capable of improving themselves. 


XI. SELECTIONS FROM WRITINGS DESCRIPTIVE 
OF THE REGION 


| peas important respect the inhabitants of the old Newcastle 
District, comprising the present counties of Northumberland, 
Durham, Peterborough, Victoria, and Haliburton, are unique in 
Canada; for nowhere else were there so many men and women of 
intellect and taste who wrote prose and verse of a high standard, 
and produced works of art without which we would be much the 
poorer. The leaders in authorship were the three Stricklands, but 
numerous others produced essays and poems that were equal, if 
not superior, to theirs. These cultural efforts were highly ap- 
preciated among their contemporaries, as may be seen from the 
columns of the newspapers and periodicals of the day; but they 
have been in large measure unknown in our day both to critics and 
to the general public. Their value as part of our record of pioneer- 
ing—apart altogether as a literary heritage—is inestimable, and it 
is fitting that selections from them should be reproduced in this 
volume. A few descriptions by visitors to the region are added for 
their historical value and human interest. 


1. Frances Srewart (1794-1872) 


Thomas and Frances Stewart, among the most cultured and 
public-spirited early settlers in the Newcastle District, emigrated 
to Upper Canada in 1822, owing, like many another, to reduced 
circumstances. They were accompanied by a brother-in-law, 
Robert Reid, and his family. They stayed in Cobourg while land 
grants were being arranged, and due to influence in British and 
Canadian official circles each family received a grant of 1200 
acres of land in Douro Township, together with control for five 
years of further settlement in the district. They settled near one 
another on the Otonabee, just north of what was soon to become 
the village of Scott’s Plains (Peterborough). 

Frances Stewart’s letters to England, published in Our Forest 
Home (Toronto, 1889), indicate her cultural interests, her love 
of nature, and a determined spirit that the exigencies of pioneer 
life could not dampen. She and Mrs. Catharine Traill were kindred 
spirits, and her ten children were taught to recognize the flowers 
and the trees. In 1831 her husband was appointed to the Legislative 
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Council, and he remained a member until his death in 1847. He 
appears in this volume in various capacities, but particularly as 
author of a letter sent to Captain Basil Hall and printed anony- 
mously in his Travels in North America in the Years 1827 and 
1828 (Edinburgh, 1829). His talented wife died in 1872. 


FRANCES STEWART'S NARRATIVE OF PIONEER EXPERIENCES 
[Poole, A Sketch of . . . the County of Peterborough, pp. 147-50] 


On the first day of June, 1822, we sailed from Quebec, accompanied 
by my brother-in-law and his family, which consisted of his wife, six 
daughters, and three sons. We came up the St. Lawrence from La Chine 
in batteaux, which was a very tedious mode of travelling. We reached 
Toronto (then called York) in August, and were detained there several 
weeks by illness. Meantime my husband and brother-in-law procured 
a grant of land in Douro and started to see it. 

About the first of October we came to Cobourg, then a very small 
village. From thence my brother-in-law with some hired men proceeded 
direct to Douro to make an opening in the woods, my husband being 
prevented by illness from accompanying them. Two clearings were com- 
menced about a mile from the boundary of the township of Otonabee. 
Early in November my sister-in-law and her children joined her hus- 
band in the backwoods. They took a large scow, or flat bottomed boat, 
from Rice Lake, which on the second evening reached the Little Lake. 
They landed on the point of land near where the village of Ashburnham 
is now situated, and from thence proceeded to their shanty about three 
miles from the landing. 

‘My husband, myself, and three little children, with a maid-servant 
and a boy, were to come up on the return of the boat; but we were 
detained at Cobourg by the illness of one of our children, and therefore 
were obliged to wait for sleighing, to perform the journey by land 
through the townships of Hope, Cavan, and Monaghan. 

At that time there were but few settlers in these townships; and on 
the second day we travelled nine or ten miles without seeing a house 
or clearing. At last we reached ‘Scott’s mill’ (on the 12th of February, 
1823, at 1 o’clock p.m.), then the only house in Peterborough. The 
Little Lake not being safe for teams to cross on the ice, we were obliged 
to walk over—our children and luggage being carried by our servants 
and some men who kindly assisted. The snow was then about two feet 
deep. Our ox-team and sleigh were in waiting on the other side, but by 
the time we had all reached the place daylight began to fail, which made 
our progress through the woods much more difficult; and the sleigh 
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being loaded I was obliged to walk. Our lantern, unfortunately, got 
filled with snow, and our candle so wet that it would not light. So we 
proceeded slowly, and at last perceived a light before us and soon 
reached our log house. The light proceeded from a large wood fire, 
which rejoiced our hearts. 

We found our house in a very unfinished state; the door had not been 
hung, nor were any partitions made. A large opening was left in the 
roof where the chimney was to have gone up, but the intense frost had 
stopped the mason-work when about half completed. Finding this 
rather cooled us, and we felt puzzled where to lay our sleeping children, 
as the floor was covered with a thick coating of ice and mortar. How- 
ever, we soon discovered some shavings left by the shingle makers, 
which we spread on the ice and then laid on our mattrasses, and on 
these made a temporary ‘shake-down’ on which we cheerfully laid down, 
after a supper of tea, bread, butter, and pork. Being very weary we 
slept soundly; but in the morning, on looking up, I saw the stars through 
the aperture left for the chimney. 

At this time my brother-in-law and his family lived in an open shanty 
about half a mile north of us, and from having their fire outside they 
were much annoyed by the smoke and sparks blowing in, which at 
night often set fire to their bedding. 

By slow degrees these difficulties were surmounted; but we found 
new difficulties arising from the want of roads or some means of con- 
veying our provisions from Cobourg, which was the nearest town. Mr. 
Bethune was then the only store-keeper there, and was also Post- 
master. We sent to him when a fresh supply of provisions or other 
necessaries was required, and these were forwarded to us by way of 
Rice Lake, which proved a very tedious and expensive mode of con- 
veyance, and the delay of our supplies sometimes drove us to most 
painful straits. In the autumn a sufficient store had to be procured in 
this way to last for five months, as our winters at that time set in about 
the end of October and seldom terminated until the middle or end of 
April. At one time, before we had any shoemakers near us, we sent 
an order to Cobourg for boots and shoes for both families, numbering 
about twenty persons of all ages, and after waiting a long time for 
them, we learned that they had been lost in crossing Rice Lake and 
could not be recovered. This was a serious loss, as they could not be 
replaced for some months, and in the meantime many were obliged to 
20 barefooted. 

Pea soup and pork was our principal food. Our bread was good when 
we could get good flour, or when the yeast was not frozen. Very often 
we had only rye meal, which was not disagreeable; but one season, not 
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being able to procure flour or meal of any kind, we were obliged to use 
boiled wheat and corn, and were once reduced to bran cakes, which 
soon disagreed with us. 

As our first Spring in the backwoods advanced I was delighted with 
the beauty and novelty of the scene around us. Our clearing’ was 
opened to the river, which in those days rushed along with great 
rapidity and noise, carrying down large masses of ice from the lakes 
and waters above us. Since then the numerous dams have marred the 
natural beauty of the river; while the fine hemlocks and cedars which 
grew so beautifully along the bank were since cut down and have dis- 
appeared, 

In the Autumn of our first year in Douro our youngest child, a sweet 
little girl of not quite two years old, was seized with dysentery. I was 
quite ignorant of the treatment of that disease and there was no doctor 
within reach—the nearest being Dr. Hutcheson, who then resided in 
Cavan, a good many miles distant. We had as yet no canoes on the 
river, and were often depending upon a chance visit of the Indians for 
a passage to the other side. One of our hired men, a faithful Highlander, 
seeing how very ill our darling was, volunteered to swim across the 
rapid stream and walk through the woods to the doctor, promising that, 
if I wrote the particulars, he would bring the necessary medicine. He 
started early in the morning of a cold October day, and returned about 
midnight, with some powders and a message that the doctor would 
come up on the following day. But no improvement followed, and the 
day was passed in great anxiety, for the doctor did not arrive. On the 
third day he came, having left home at the promised time but lost his 
way in the woods, and hence the delay. The next day she appeared more 
lively but refused to take the arrowroot and sago which I offered her. 
She asked for bread, and of this we had none fit to give her, having 
for some time been unable to procure good flour. It was a bitter trial 
not to have what she seemed to crave. The next day she fell into a 
stupor, and towards midnight her angel spirit passed away to the im- 
mortal land. A few weeks after this sad event she was replaced by 
another dear little daughter—the first white child born in Douro, who 
still lives and is a comfort and a blessing to her aged mother and a fine 
family of her own. 

Ague did not make its appearance for some years. Between 1823 and 
1825, when the Hon, Peter Robinson arrived with a large immigration, 

1Many settlers retained in their memory as a place almost sacred the spot where 
they first encamped when they entered their lot. In his reminiscences Henry Lye 
of Hastings states that large trees in the shade of which the Fife, Cameron, and 
Macintosh families spent their first nights on their land were pointed out to him 
with evident pride. 
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we had many hardships and privations to endure, partly from a want 
of knowledge of the proper way of managing, and partly from the heavy 
expenses incurred on our first starting, by the exorbitant charges and 
high price of every kind of provisions and clothing, besides the great 
difficulty of procuring even the most necessary articles. But after the 
establishment of Peterborough all these difficulties gradually dis- 
appeared, and have now nearly faded from my memory. 
ES. 


2. THoMas STEWART’s NARRATIVE 
[Hall, Travels in North America . . ., Vol. I, pp. 307-23] 





Douro in Upper Canada 
2ist April, 1828. 

My Dear Sir, 

‘As you were commissioned by Captain Hall to procure from me 
answers to some queries, I shall just give you a short sketch of the pro- 
ceedings of my own family from the commencement. I shall declare 
the truth—but not the whole truth—as it would require volumes to con- 
tain all I could relate; and as you are partly aware of the difficulties we 
had to encounter, you will perceive there is no exaggeration. 

After various dangers on the voyage out we reached Quebec in 
safety. Our party was very large, consisting of 21 persons; and wishing 
to use as much economy as possible, we engaged some births in the 
steerage of the steam-boat for Montreal, having a temporary division 
made to prevent our party from being annoyed by the common pas- 
sengers. Two dollars a-head was the charge. Three children were charged 
for as one passenger. From La Chine, near Montreal, we proceeded 
in Batteaux up the river St. Lawrence. This was very pleasant for a day 
or two, but when continued for eight or nine it became tiresome. Some~ 
times we slept in haylofts, preferring the sweet fresh hay and cool air 
to the small close rooms in taverns, which abounded with bugs. Some- 
times we lay on the grass near the river side, and though frequently wet 
through with dew, yet our party enjoyed good health. We arrived at 
Kingston, at the east end of Lake Ontario, on the night of the ninth day, 
and as all the houses were shut up, were obliged to remain in the boats 
till morning, when we engaged a schooner, and took our passage for 
York, the capital of Upper Canada. Lay two days waiting for a fair 
wind—weather oppressively hot. 

At York we remained for six weeks, the greater part of which time 
my family was accommodated in the garrison by permission of the 
governor. During our stay at York we unpacked our boxes, and found 
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our things much injured by the wet they received in the schooner. At 
the end of a month we received a carte blanche from the Governor in 
Council to pitch our tents in any township in which there was vacant 
land. I hited a waggon, and, accompanied by my brother-in-law and 
his son, and laying in a store of provisions sufficient for a week, we pro- 
ceeded to Cobourg, delivered a few letters of introduction to some of 
the principal people there, and in company with a friend went to the 
Rice Lake, where he introduced us to the surveyor of the back town- 
ship, who lives at the east end of the lake. This was the first time I 
had ever been in the house of a back-wood settler. The lady of the 
house was ill with the Lake fever, the little infant sick with ague, so 
that all the housekeeping devolved upon the man of the house, who 
milked the cows, cooked their meals, and attended the invalids, besides 
attending to all the business of the farms. This, I must confess, staggered 
me a little, particularly as I myself felt ill at the time; but I saw no 
appearance of dejection in him, and why should I allow fears to arise? 
The next morning a female was procured to attend the sick, and we 
proceeded 24 miles up the Otanabee River, to a place then called 
Scott’s Plains, now Peterborough, where there was, and still is, a most 
wretched farm-house and tumbling down grist and saw-mill. My brother- 
in-law and three men, including the surveyor, crossed the river to spy 
the promised land, and walked to Douro, about three miles higher up 
the river. I was ill and not able to accompany them. When they returned 
they made a very favourable report, and literally brought a bunch of 
wild grapes. 

We all then came back again, with the full determination to bring 
our families to Douro. I became very ill before I reached Cobourg, 
where I was confined to bed in a miserable tavern. I was visited by a 
gentleman who, in the most friendly and hospitable manner, insisted on 
my being removed to his house, where I remained dangerously ill for 
about three weeks. My brother-in-law, in the meantime, had returned 
to York for our two families, leaving his son to take care of me. In 
about ten days they reached Cobourg in a schooner, after having en- 
countered a storm and having been nearly shipwrecked. The ladies and 
myself remained in lodgings at Cobourg, and my brother-in-law and 
his sons, along with some labourers, went to Douro, to begin operations 
where none but Indians or Indian traders had ever been before, and 
the party merely guessing where they were, as that township had not 
yet been surveyed. They cut a road from the landing-place opposite to 
Scott's Mills, three miles through thick woods, to the place they were 
to begin to build the house, for the strong current in the river prevented 
them from proceeding farther by water. With some difficulty they pro- 
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cured a yoke of oxen to hire in Smyth Town, and were obliged to swim 
them across the river. 

After some time provisions began to run short, and two men were 
sent out to forage. After travelling for many miles they returned with 
one small pig, which lasted for only two days. No flour was to be had 
at the Mill, as the neighbourhood afforded no wheat. At this time 18 
men were employed by my brother-in-law to saw the logs of our houses, 
and he was quite at a loss where to send for food. Fortunately 1 arrived 
that very evening with a supply of pork, pease, flour, and whisky; for if 
Thad not come, all the men would have gone away and it would have 
been nearly impossible to collect them again, as they lived many miles 
from each other and from Douro. This collection of neighbours is 
called a Bee, and is the common custom to assist each other in any 
great piece of labour, such as building a house, logging, &c. The person 
who ‘calls the bee’ is expected to feed them well, and to return their 
work day for day. On my way up the river from Rice Lake I was 
obliged to sleep in the woods with a blanket rolled round me, and a 
large fire at my feet. Some Indians who were coming down the river 
came to us, and sold us some venison for a little whisky; we made them 
cook it for us, and also remain with us all night to keep on a good fire, 
as it was cold weather in November, and there was some snow on the 
ground. 

I spent a day or two at Douro to see my house put up, as it was quite 
a new scene to me and is extremely interesting to see a small opening 
made in the forest, and with the trees cut down the walls of a house 
erected in a few hours; and when every thing has been prepared, a house 
may be finished and ready to be inhabited in two days. But this was not 
so with us; for, from the difficulty of procuring hands and materials so 
far back, we had many delays; in consequence of the severe frost setting 
in and the illness of the only mason in the country, the stone work of 
our chimneys was only half done. 

I returned to Cobourg to bring out our families to the woods; but I 
found my wife very ill, and also one of our children, which delayed us 
for some months; but my sister and her family went out and took up 
their abode in what is called a shanty, which is merely a shed or hut 
made of logs and roofed with slabs hollowed out of logs to tum the 
wet, and was quite open at one side, and in front was a great log fire. 
They were obliged to live in this shanty the whole winter, as the frost 
prevented the mason from building the chimneys of their house: that 
winter we had much deeper snow than we have seen since we have been 
in Canada, being then 3% feet deep; and I have seen the little children, 
from two years old and upwards, sitting round the fire, heavy snow 
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falling all the time; yet both my brother-in-law and sister say they never 
knew their children so healthy or so lively as they then were. 

On the Ist of March, 1823, they got into their house, having put up 
a stove: the thermometer often 30 below zero during this winter. 

Upon the 10th of February, 1823, my family being once more in 
good travelling order, we departed from Cobourg, to the surprise of 
some of our friends who thought that our courage would have failed 
when the great plunge was actually to be taken, The first night we slept 
at a little tavern, and adopting the custom of woods-folk at once, we 
rolled ourselves in our blankets and lay down on the floor before a large 
fire. The next evening we reached Scott’s Mills; had our luggage and 
children carried across the river; we were met on the other side with a 
sleigh and oxen to convey us to our new abode, Having arranged our 
bedding and the younger children on the sleigh, we proceeded; the snow 
nearly knee-deep, and for the last two miles in darkness; so that we 
were right glad to see the cheerful light of a good fire shining through 
our log-hut windows. Here my sister and most of her family met us to 
welcome us to the woods. Our house appeared large and wild, as, from 
the difficulty of procuring boards at the saw-mill, there was not a 
single partition in ours put up; even on the floors the boards were 
scarcely sufficient to prevent the children’s feet from going through. 
When we set about to prepare our beds we found the floor covered 
above an inch thick with ice, of which we removed as much as we could 
with axes and spades, and then put a layer of chips and shavings, upon 
which we spread our mattresses and blankets; then having hung up 
some blankets at the doors, and also for partitions, we lay down to 
rest, being pretty well fatigued; and upon looking upwards from our 
beds we saw the sky through the roof; and have often, during the 
time we lay in that manner, anmused ourselves watching the stars passing 
and others appearing, 

‘The next morning I sent all hands to Scott's Mills for the remainder 
of our luggage, and my wife and I set out to go to see my sister. How- 
ever, having occasion to return for something, I observed smoke issuing 
from many parts of the roof. As quickly as I could I went up the ladder, 
and found the upper part of the chimney and a great part of the roof on 
fire. No one was in the house except a maid-servant and three little 
children; fortunately the scaffolding had not been removed; I climbed 
up, and was just taking a pail of water from the girl when the scaffolding 
gave way and down I came. I with much difficulty scrambled up again 
and tore away the shingles which were on fire, and after some time and 
trouble succeeded in extinguishing the fire. This fire was caused by a 
dangerous method they have here of building chimneys with cross sticks, 
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plastered with clay; but this had been built in severe frost, so that the 
clay did not adhere and the sticks caught fire. 

Our time was now occupied in endeavouring to make ourselves com- 
fortable, and we amused ourselves by looking forward to seeing some 
appearance of vegetation. This, however, did not occur until the be- 
ginning of May. In April we tried to make some sugar; but as we had 
nobody to tell us how to set about it we did not succeed at all. The place 
we boiled the sap was within one hundred yards of the house; but so 
close were the trees that I could not see the house; and it even appeared 
so long a walk there that I had my dinner carried to me, thinking it too 
far to return for it myself. This is a mistake which frequently occurs 
to new settlers; and I have often since laughed, as that very spot is now 
cleared and appears almost at the very door; and, although we are only 
84 yards from the river, we were two months here before we could see 
it from the house. As soon, however, as the snow went off we com- 
menced chopping to admit air and sun, and got ten acres ready for 
spring crops. It has occurred to us more than once, in the two or three first 
years of our residence here, to be in danger of starvation from the ex- 
treme difficulty of procuring any sort of provisions in this neighbour- 
hood and from the uncertainty of conveyances from Cobourg, our roads 
being few and very bad, and for some time, both in spring and autumn, 
our navigation being interrupted by broken or bad ice, not good for 
sleighing. The first year we had no potatoes until August, and were glad 
to gather any wild plants which we were told could be safely used as 
greens to make a little variety. Salt pork, pease soup, and bread being 
but bad food for children, sometimes for weeks together we have used 
tea made of the young shoots of the hemlock-pine, or burnt Indian corn 
for coffee, We lived so far from other settlers that we seldom heard of 
any opportunity of sending out for any thing we wanted. I have had 
three or four men working for me, and have not had provisions sufficient 
for the next day. have gone out with my ox team, and a man to forage, 
and after travelling an entire day returned with a couple of sheep that 
had not a pound of fat upon them, a little pork, and a few fowls, and 
when crossing the river, just near my own house, have been near losing 
the whole cargo by the strong current. 

‘The most interesting time had now arrived, when we saw our first 
crops appear above ground. I had the honour of planting and sowing 
the first seeds in Douro, But our troubles were not at an end, for in 
June, when all our crops were looking well and when we looked forward 
to having a reward for our patience and industry, a great fire, which 
began in the woods, extended into our clearing and burnt up a large 
portion of the young Indian corn and potatoes, and it was with the 
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greatest exertion that we were able to save a part of our precious crops. 
This fire lasted for two or three days, and all hands were busily em- 
ployed carrying water. 

In the second year of our sojourn we lost a dear little daughter, nearly 
two years old, one who was most endearing to all who saw her, and who 
often beguiled an hour after a day of hard labour. Two days passed 
before we could send and procure a doctor. A short time after this my 
wife was confined, and I had to send fifteen miles for a nurse tender, 
who reached us with much difficulty, as she was obliged to walk through 
woods where no road had ever been cut, and to be carried sometimes 
across swamps, and lifted over large logs. My wife, however, recovered 
safely and speedily, although her confinement took place in the depth 
of winter; and now we have three little children, who have never been 
three miles from this house. Nothing unpleasant has happened within 
the last year or two, with the exception of the loss of some cattle by 
the falling of trees and other accidents. Our provisions occasionally ran 
short for the first three years; and at times we have literally used plain 
bran made into cakes, and used Indian corn boiled when we could not 
procure flour. In the winter of 1824 we had four Scotsmen employed; 
and in order to supply them with bread we were obliged to grind our 
wheat in a small hand-mill, which, fortunately, we had brought with us 
for grinding coffee, pepper, &c. Every evening, after a hard day's work, 
these four young men ground as much wheat as was sufficient for 
supplying bread for each day. 

We had been nearly a year and a half living here before my wife saw 
a female of any description, except those of our own two families; and 
one day I took her down to the mill where two women were washing 
at the river side, when she immediately cried out, ‘Oh! there are two 
women!’ Three years passed away without any appearance of settlers 
coming near us. I thought, as my family were growing up, it was a pity 
to spend any more time in this hopeless retirement. So I had written to 
a friend on Cobourg to procure for me a snug little place in that neigh- 
bourhood, with about 50 acres of land. A few days after this Mr. P. 
Robinson came to my house and mentioned to me his intention of bring 
up the emigrants to these back townships. At once we gave up every 
idea of removing—the clouds dispersed—all our difficulties seemed 
over. 

The plains at Scott’s Mills were soon after covered with huts and 
shanties and inhabited by 2000 souls. All became bustle and activity; 
houses and stores erected; a clergyman, priest, doctor, besides various 
kinds of tradesmen, were soon established; in fact every thing we 
wanted appeared within our reach, and we had the prospect of some 


SELECTIONS FROM WRITINGS 351 


society. Now I would not exchange for any other part of the province. 
Our farm (which is now near 70 acres) will give us all the necessaries 
of life. Often my wife and I look back, I may say with pleasure, at our 
little grievances, and enjoy the retrospect. No settlers coming here now 
can have any idea of the difficulties of the first settlers, as they can now 
procure every thing they require if they have the means of purchasing 
it, We now have good mills both for flour and boards, thanks to our 
good governor, Sir Peregrine Maitland, and Mr. Robinson; a bridge 
over the river, roads in every direction, and a regular communication 
with the towns in front, so that any lady and gentleman with a small 
annual income, and the prospect of a family, with proper management 
would do well here by securing a landed property for their children. 
Alll unnecessary expenses must be avoided for some time, as labour 
and necessaries are high-priced—I mean clothing, provisions, &., 
particularly if a man cannot work himself or if his family are not able 
to assist him. A settler in this country, though he may have an income, 
must do all he can to assist in getting on the work; and he must come 
here with the full determination to become a farmer to all intents and 
purposes. The lady must be a good economist and housekeeper; and if 
she is willing, contented, and reasonable she will have it in her power 
to save her husband many an hour of anxiety and pain. 

Try to surmount all difficulties; and as there is always constant em- 
ployment for both head and hands, never for a moment let your mind 
dwell on your apparent unpleasant situation; look forward with hope, 
and all will go on well, no danger. 

T have now given you a short account of our sojourn of five years in 
this new country; and though we have had some little difficulties, and 
some anxieties, yet we are as happy and contented as any others in the 
country, or perhaps as we could be any where; we certainly regret the 
loss of the society of our distant friends, yet we consider the step we 
took in coming here was that of duty to our children. My property here 
will become valuable in time; and the great pleasure of still living 
under the protection and care of the British Government, though last, 
is not the least of the many blessings we enjoy. 

It would be a most desirable thing to have a few thousand English 
and Scots settlers amongst us, particularly the latter as they are so 
steady, industrious, and moral. Douro settlers are at present all Irish, 
and though doing very well, yet, from their former indolent habits, they 
have not exerted themselves as much as they might, being addicted to 
taking a little too much whisky, and by doing so lose a great deal of 
time. A great improvement would arise from the settlers of the different 
parts of Great Britain intermarrying; and any differences which might 
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have existed would soon wear away. The Scots have all got more or 
less education, and think it a disgrace not to have their children taught 
the common rudiments of learning. This is apt to be neglected in a 
new country from the excuse of want of time, for a child even of five 
years old may be of great use to its parents; but if the country were 
better settled, so as to reduce the price of labour, parents could then 
hire assistance and spare their children to go to school. 

A thousand arguments might be produced in favour of mixing Eng- 
lish and Scots settlers with the Irish here, not so much for their mode 
of farming as from the good example they would give of sobriety, 
regularity, morality, and steadiness; not fond of visiting, card-playing, 
carousing, or party spirit. As for farming, the best and only way (if 
settlers want to succeed in the back-woods) is to follow the methods of 
the Americans, as they are our masters in these matters. I am sure I 
speak the sentiments of all who have succeeded in those parts when I 
say that great benefits would arise from a number of Scots emigrants 
being introduced amongst the Irish. We have a few in some of the 
neighbouring townships. They are proverbial for good conduct in every 
way, and every one wishes to employ them in preference to others. For 
the first two years I never was without one or two, and sometimes four. 
I found them industrious, obliging, and honest, and free from pre- 
sumption—they were very superior to the Irish or even the English. 
Mind, I am an Irishman myself! 

T hope what I have said is something to the purpose. And believe me, 
my dear sir, 





Yours, &c. 


3. CAPTAIN CHARLES RuBIDcE (1786-1873) 


Captain Rubidge, one of the early settlers of Otonabee Town- 
ship, entered the Navy as a boy of nine in 1796 and served under 
Nelson and other commanders until 1815, narrowly escaping 
death in several engagements. Like many others in the Services, 
he was discharged at the end of the war. Finding no opportunity 
for further service he emigrated to Upper Canada in 1819, stayed 
in Cobourg over the winter with his old friend Captain Boswell, 
and on the 8th of May, 1820, took his wife and three children into 
‘the bush’ of Otonabee, the second settler* in the township. ‘During 

1With reference to the first, George Kent, Caroline Rubidge Dunsford wrote 
this note in her copy of her father’s Autobiographical Sketch: “who had a wife 
& one son & one daughter, John Kent & Sarah Kent.” This copy of the rare book- 


let is in the possession of Mrs. Kathleen (Sibbald) Lloyd, Cobourg, whose hus- 
band was a great-grandson of Captain Rubidge. 
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my long residence in Canada I have filled many honourable situa- 
tions in the County’, he wrote in An Autobiographical Sketch 
(Peterborough, 1870), and among them was his capable super- 
vision of the settling of the Peter Robinson Irish in 1825, as well 
as thousands of subsequent settlers in 1831 and 1839. During this 
period he published A Plain Statement of the Advantages Attending 
Emigration to Upper Canada (London, 1838). He died in 1873. 
One of his daughters, Caroline Maud (Mrs. Gartley Dunsford) 
wrote a number of annotations in her copy of the Autobiographical 
Sketch, among them the following: ‘Died Feb” 5th 1873... Had 
my Father lived four years longer he would have been an Admiral 
by Seniority’; ‘Was married the 20 of Jan” 1810 to my dear 
Mother Margaret Clarke. . . . My mother was the handsomest 
woman I ever saw—she was the belle of Kensington in her youth,’; 
‘My mother, two little brothers, & sister came to the log house 
when in this state & the ladder by which they got aloft had to be 
pulled up at night to keep the bears out—my dear Mother's ex- 
perience was something truly wonderful, for an English lady—such 
hardships she had to endure. My loved Father helping her in every 
way possible. He was a man in ten thousand.—his daughter loved 
him dearly, C. M. Rubidge Dunsford.’ 





CAPTAIN CHARLES RUBIDGE TO CAPTAIN BASIL HALL 
(Hall, Travels in North America . . . Vol. I, pp. 325-339] 


When I was residing near Swansea in South Wales I happened one 
day to be dining at the house of an esteemed friend, when the con- 
versation commenced by some one, after dinner, speaking about the 
Canadas, the probable chance of mending our fortunes, providing for 
our families, and mode of proceeding. At the time it appeared mere 
conversation, However, it made such a deep impression on us all that 
from that day we never met without renewing the subject, reading every 
work we could procure, both on these Provinces and the United States 
of America, and gaining what information we could from every person 
who had ever been in Canada. My brother shortly afterwards removed 
to Swansea, in order to accompany my friends, who had also made up 
his mind to emigrate; but a severe domestic loss prevented the former 
from going and changed his views: but I had come to the determination 
to go to Canada; for I found that with a limited income of L.100 a-year 
it was impossible to maintain, with proper respectability, that situation 
in life which my profession called for. My family consisted of a wife 
and three children, from seven to three years old. 
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Thus having made my mind up, in the winter of 1818, I began to 
make preparations by disposing of my household furniture, reserving 
for myself beds, bedding, carpets, and such other things as were portable 
and like to be useful. I also made arrangements for borrowing the sum 
of L.200. Arrived at Bristol I procured a variety of tools, implements of 
husbandry, clothing, &c., to the amount of L.100, and laid in a good 
stock of provisions and every thing like to make the voyage comfort- 
able across the Atlantic. 

We sailed on the 3d of May, 1819, and after a tedious voyage to 
Quebec, and some detention afterwards in getting up the country, we 
arrived at the village of Cobourg in the district of Newcastle on the 19th 
of July. The whole of my expenses for voyage, provisions, and all other 
travelling charges amounted to L.100, 8s., so that on my arrival I had 
a very small sum left. However, my quarter’s pay came round, I was 
in a cheap country, and, moreover, found a most warm and hospitable 
reception in the house of my old and esteemed friend. As a new town- 
ship on the Rice Lake was about being surveyed, and I had not means 
to purchase a cleared farm near my friend, I determined to wait till the 
survey was finished and try the Bush—as the woods here are called. 
This was in the month of December of the same year. I then obtained 
the grant of land my rank in the naval service entitled me to. In 
February 1820 I contracted with two men to put me up a log-house, 28 
feet by 20, and thirteen logs, or as many feet, high; to roof it with 
shingles, and to board up the gable ends; and to clear off one acre about 
the house to prevent the trees from falling on it, for all which I paid 
them 100 dollars. This shell of a building had merely a doorway cut 
out of the middle; and when my friend and the clergyman of Hamilton 
drove out in a single sleigh with me to see it, and we took our dinner 
at one end and our horse at the other on a miserably cold day in the 
month of March, it looked wretched enough; but as it was the first but 
‘one, so it was the last in the township. Whilst the snow and ice were 
good I moved all my effects, got boards sufficient to finish my house, 
and a six months’ stock of provisions out; and on the 8th of May took 
my family into their pile of logs in a Canadian forest. 

I will own, for a time our situation appalled me, and to my then un- 
formed judgment in Bush matters it seemed a hopeless struggle; but I 
was out with my family, and as I did not want for energy I set to work 
in earnest. To two Americans I let a job to chop four acres and a half 
at six dollars an acre; and at the same time a man whom I had oc- 
casionally employed at home followed me out and came to hire. During 
the course of the summer he felled and chopped up three acres more: 
my cleared acre I planted with potatoes, a little com, and turnips: my 
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stock consisted of a cow and yoke of steers three years old, with the 
management of which I was totally unacquainted when I bought them; 
but if a man will give his mind to any common thing of the kind, and 
not think it a hardship, it is surprising what he may do, as in this case 
after a few days I found no difficulty. 

I was now anxious to get my house made habitable as soon as 
possible, and a carpenter being employed not far off I endeavoured 
to engage him to put in the windows and door; but finding that he 
wished to take advantage of my situation, I determined to do it myself, 
and thus was forced to learn the business of a carpenter. This I con- 
sidered no hardship, as I had always been fond of the use of tools, and 
had, previous to my leaving England, taken several lessons in turning. 
During the summer I got my house chinked, or filled the interstices 
between the logs with pieces of wood to make the inside flush or smooth, 
and to prevent the mud used as plaster on the outside from coming 
through. I then put in the windows and door, laid the floors, and 
partitioned off the lower part of the house into two good rooms, on wet 
days employing my man to dig a cellar under the house; in short, before 
the winter I had made the log-house comfortable within, and, with the 
addition of some white-wash, smart without, 

In August we cut some coarse grass in a beaver meadow close by, 
sprinkling salt through the little stack as we made it; after this we logged 
up and cleared three acres of the land I had chopped, and by the latter 
end of September had it sown with wheat; the logging, though heavy, I 
did with my hired man and steers, and before the winter had it fenced 
with rails. Here, it may be remarked, I did not get much land cleared, 
but by doing little, and that partly with my own hands, I gained experi- 
ence; and I would strongly advise gentlemen settling in Canada with 
small means to commence clearing slowly, and with as little expense as 
possible. 

In the fall, or autumn, I put up a log-kitchen, and a shed for my 
cattle; during the winter I employed my man in chopping three acres 
more, in which I now and then assisted him and soon became very ex- 
pert in the use of the axe, felling the trees to the most advantage to 
assist their burning and to save trouble in logging. With my beaver- 
meadow hay and the fir tops of the fallen trees my cattle were kept fat 
all the winter. In the spring three acres more were cleared, fenced, and 
cropped with corn, potatoes, and turnips; and where log heaps had been 
burnt, the ashes were hoed off, and planted with melons and cucumbers; 
a small patch was fenced off for a nursery and apple seeds sown—trees 
which are now ten and twelve feet high. I also put out several of the wild 
plum-trees of the country, which now bear abundance of fine fruit. 
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From this time about five acres yearly have been added to my farm, 
taking great care, in clearing off my land, never to destroy a log that 
would make rails, by which means the fence always came off the field 
cleared; and although they are small—from four to six acres—the fences 
are all six feet or nine rails high. Here, I will remark, it is a great fault 
to split rails small, an error that most new settlers persist in. In the 
spring of 1822 my attention was turned to making a flower and kitchen 
garden, Round the latter I made a straight fence with cedar posts and 
thirteen rails high, which is at this day stocked with every kind of fruit 
tree to be had in the neighbourhood, which flourish beyond my expec- 
tation. My stock of animals have been gradually increasing, and to my 
other stock I have added horses and sheep, with poultry of all kinds. 

In the year 1825 I had repaid the money I borrowed, by leaving back 
a small part of my half pay every quarter, and had received a deed for 
600 acres of my land, on which I had performed the settlement duty, 
which cost me L.30. My farm is now increasing to 36 acres. I have the 
deed for the remaining 200 acres of my land; also deeds for town and 
park lots in the rapidly-settling town of Peterborough; and as my family 
have increased to six, and are growing up, I am just now about building 
a frame-house, 36 feet by 26 in the clear, two stories high, with a com- 
modious kitchen behind, the timber and shingles for which I have 
bought by disposing of a mare after using her for five years and breeding 
a pair of horses from her. With my own exertions—being able to do 
most of the carpenter’s work inside—and about L.100, I expect to get 
it finished, 

Some of my first chopped land is now nearly clear of stumps. I am 
planting out an orchard of apple-trees, raised from the seed sown by 
myself; have a good barn, and stable, with various other offices; 
short, feel that I have surmounted every difficulty. A town is growing 
up near me, roads are improving, bridges are built; one of the best mills 
in the province is just finished at Peterborough, another within three 
miles of me. Boards, and all descriptions of lumber, are cheap—about 
five dollars 1000 feet, four saw-mills being in operation. Stores, a tan- 
nery, distillery, and many other useful businesses, are established, or on 
the eve of being so, at Peterborough; on the road to which, through 
Otanabee, the Land Company, the clergy, and some private individuals, 
have some of the best land in the province for sale, at from 7s. 6d. to 
10s, per acre. The price of land generally, except on the roads, is about 
5s, per acre. 

I was the first settler in the township, and almost before a tree was 
cut down; now there are nearly two thousand acres cleared, and 125 
families, consisting of 500 souls. On parallel lines, at the distance of 
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three quarters of a mile apart, roads, of from 33 to 66 feet wide, are cut 
and cleared out by the parties owning the land all through the township, 
which will ultimately be of the greatest benefit, and are so now to those 
settlers near them. They have been much cavilled at, and found fault 
with, by land speculators, and persons having large grants; but I never 
yet heard an actual settler complain of them. One great objection urged 
against them was, that a second growth of trees would spring up along 
these cleared avenues, or roads, and be worse than that removed; but, 
from strict observation, I find this fallacious, as the second growth is 
always a different wood, generally poplar, cherry, elder, &., with 
sprouts from some of the old stumps, and so thick that they cannot 
come to any size; while every year there is destroying, by slow but sure 
means, stumps that will take 20 or 30 years to get rid of... . 

Having been in the neighbourhood of the last emigrants brought out 
by the Honourable Peter Robinson,! who deserves the highest praise 
for his humanity, consideration, and care in settling them, and having 
read some of the Reports of the Committee on Emigration, I beg leave 
to offer an idea that strikes me on the subject. From observation, I think 
the Government did too much for those already out, and still the Com- 
mittee propose to do too much for any that may be sent out; they are 
not left to find resources from their own industry and energy. While the 
rations last, many of the emigrants make little exertion, and dispose 
of food they have not been used to, such as pork, for whisky, thereby 
injuring their constitutions and morals, and fixing for a time habits of 
idleness. Let the settlers be put on their land with a shanty up; give a 
family of five persons, five barrels of flour and one of pork, with two 
axes and two hoes, and, with this assistance, let them work their way. 
During the time Mr. Robinson's last settlers were getting rations, labour- 
ers’ wages were higher than they had ever been known except during 
the war. This certainly would not have been the case if they had been 
less lavishly supplied. An ablebodied man that is industrious, will never 
want for work in Upper Canada; and, if he will work, he will in a very 
short time get himself a cow, grain, potatoes, &. &c. ... 

Respectable yeomen, or small farmers, having sufficient to settle 
themselves and support their families, if they go on wild land for two 
years, will, with industry, always do well. Certainly, having L.100 clear 
when they have paid a seventh of the purchase money for 200 acres, 
they will, before that sum is expended, raise sufficient for their future 

1This is a modest statement for a man who was so diligent in settling the 
Peter Robinson Irish. Among those who assisted Captain Rubidge were Wesley 
Ritchie and Captain John Armstrong, subsequent Douro settlers. Captain Rubidge 


superintended the settlement of the English emigration to Dummer in 1831, and 
of the Trish in 1839. 
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maintenance; but in all cases, much of what is required depends on what 
persons have been used to, and the sacrifices they will make for a short 
time, to acquire property and become independent. Mechanics of all 
descriptions will do well, and indeed any one used to labour, or who 
will be industrious. Some of the best settlers in this township were at 
home weavers, But tradesmen, or shop-keepers of ruined fortune, if 
they do ill at home, will do worse here; and let all persons who will not 
put their hand to every thing, who feel discouraged at trifles, and who 
expect any thing like a life of idleness, beware how they make the trial 
of settling in a new country. My opinions are founded on observation and 
practical knowledge, and in giving them, though in a very homely and 
jumbled manner, still I have endeavoured to give the true statement, 
and, I trust, just recommendations; and I shall feel gratified and happy, 
if Captain Hall can cull any thing from what I have written that may 
benefit the public or a single individual, or be the means of doing even 
a small good to this happy and thriving province. 
I remain, sir, 
Yours most truly. 





4, A JOURNEY TO PETERBOROUGH AND THE “BACK TowNsHIPS” 
[Letter of ‘C.K. in the Cobourg Star, October 9, 1833, et seq.] 


The township of Otonabie is improving rapidly and possesses ‘capa- 
bilities’ that would render it a rich and favorite township, did not the 
intervention of the Rice Lake very much tend to interrupt the com- 
munication with the front. The opening of the Trent navigation will do 
great things for Otonabie. 

Several respectable gentlemen from the United Kingdom have pur- 
chased cultivated farms there this summer and, I learn, are highly 
pleased with their situations. The farms on the road between Anderson's 
and Peterboro’ are assuming a very interesting appearance, particularly 
those situated on the last six miles of the route. The road for the last 
distance is in excellent order—quite as good as our front roads—and 
everything, indeed, bears the impress of great prosperity. 

With the exception of Rubidge’s and Connin’s, two excellent houses, 
and all around them smiling with cultivation, I did not observe any 
frame buildings—they do not appear to be in vogue in Otonabie, a cir- 
‘cumstance which to my particular taste is not to be regretted; for a good 
log house is far more warm, comfortable, and picturesque in the forest 
than a raw, gray, weather-boarded frame house, which, unpainted (as 
such houses commonly are), looks very cold and uncomfortable. Many 
of the farms are rid of the ugly-looking stumps; while the extensive 
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clearings, the large out-houses, and numerous cattle and pigs denote a 
degree of improvement and increase in worldly means truly gratify- 
ing. . . 

Peterborough is a fast-rising, prosperous, and very extensive village, 
occupying in proportion to the number of its houses a large extent of 
ground. It is full of bustling merchants and aptly provided stores. A 
rich and populous country surrounds it on every side, and the neigh- 
bouring farmers find it a ready and excellent market. . . . Last year 
4,000 emigrants were sent to the Newcastle District, most of whom were 
settled in the back townships. 

Peterborough possesses all the repulsive features incident to the new 
and fast-thriving towns of this country. The first arrangement which 
displeases the eye on walking through it is the singularly straggling posi- 
tion of the houses. The streets are, I am ready to believe, laid out accord 
ing to some preconceived and fixed plan, but the outlines are so ill- 
developed that it would puzzle the penetration of La Place himself to 
define their contemplated direction by any calculations derived from the 
position of the houses. The next offence to all ideas of neatness or 
beauty arises from the regiments of deplorable looking pine stumps, 
standing like sentinels round almost every house in the out-skirts of the 
place. But such things are easily tolerated, and are perhaps unavoidable 
in a town which has sprung up, as it were, in a night, from the silence 
and solitude of the wilderness. 

However, there is one intolerable nuisance—the more offensive be- 
‘cause unnecessary—which gives a desolate appearance to the part of 
the town where it is situated—I allude to the stagnant pond near Mr. 
Murphy's store. It is a great eyesore, and little conducive to the health 
of the inhabitants; but such is the inexplicabilis vis of the love of mill- 
dams that, although this is situated in the centre of the place, no con- 
sideration on the score of beauty or healthiness can possibly lead to its 
removal. Oh! for a breath to utter what I think of such practices! 

Most of the town is pleasantly situated, and some parts are really 
beautiful. The neat little villas perched on the hill above Mr. Hall’s 
extensive establishment particularly attracted my attention, and the 
situation of McFadden’s Tavern is still more attractive—a situation, 
indeed, of which a nobleman might well be proud—the broad, rapid, 
glittering Otonabie rolls its clear waters by the very door of the tavern, 
and at a short distance beyond divides to surround a thickly wooded 
islet—green to the water’s edge. “The world of eye and ear’ is greatly 
narrowed by the interminable forests which literally girdle in and over- 
shadow Peterborough. As the woods are cleared around, the prospect 
from the upper part of the village will be exceedingly picturesque. 
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‘The number of inhabitants are 850. Prosperity and plenty are settling 
among them. The accommodations at the taverns about the same as at 
Cobourg, if that be any commendation, and the daily demands on your 
pocket also the same, Everyone is very civil and obliging and apparently 
alive to the warmest hospitality. It is with pride and satisfaction that I 
hear from every person the most pleasing remark on the general tone 
of society here—so truly British in its feelings, habits, and manners. 
Long may such feelings spread and flourish among the prosperous peo- 
ple of Peterborough—who, by the by, are singularly proud of their vil- 
lage, and jealous of any remarks derogatory to its character. . . . The 
sudden rise of Peterboro’ is truly astonishing. . . . The chief emporium 
of the back settlements, it promises in a few years to be one of the 
largest and richest towns in the province. . . . 

The village of Bridgenorth is at present in puris naturalibus. We found 
there, it is true, an exceedingly neat and comfortable Tavern, but, mira- 
bile dictu, it is the only house in the village. It is kept by Dore. . . . On 
entering we received a hearty and noisy welcome from our shrewd host, 
and found ourselves in the midst of a jovial party of mechanics, who 
were laughing and carousing around a bright fire. . 

Our bustling hostess . . . quickly prepared us an excellent dinner, 
consisting of fowls (which, by-the-bye, we shot for her), warm bread, 
butter as yellow as butter-cups, eggs with savoury ham, and everything 
betokening the Land of Plenty instead of the confines of barbaric life. . . . 

CHEMONG is an extensive lake lying between Ennismore and Smith 
(two populous and wealthy townships—the latter containing a popula- 
tion of a thousand souls). It is long, narrow, and shallow, with an ex- 
tremely muddy bottom. The country round is hilly and varied, with 
several clearings on the lake shore. . . . After rowing four or five miles 
we came in sight of the Indian village, situated on the point of a long 
tongue of land that separates Buckhorn Lake from Lake Chemong. The 
village looks pretty and picturesque, but there are few evidences of pros- 
perity perceivable among its red inhabitants. . . . This village was formed 
under the superintendence of Elder Scott, who deserves great credit for 
the pains he has taken in the worldly and spiritual interests of his red 
proteges. The number of Mud Lake Indians were about 100, but John 
Tron, Chief of the Mud Lake Indians, having received under his pro- 
tection John Crane, Chief of about 60 Scugog Indians, has added con- 
siderably to their number. 

‘The Indian village [Chemong] is the landmark by which to discover 
the channel leading to BUCKHORN LAKE, as it forms the northern 
bank of the entrance of that channel. The route then lies directly N.W. 
until you arrive at the second log house, inhabited by one Bill M’Cue, 
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a distance of about three miles from the Indian village, and from which 
a second departure may be taken, observing to turn a bold point and 
broad channel to the north, at about the eighth of a mile from Billy's 
house. Here a most beautiful lake opened upon us—STURGEON 
LAKE. ... 

Captain Nichol’s is the only house we saw or heard of in Harvey, 
bordering on the Lake shore, and the lots around it the only tolerable 
land we observed. . . . The Lake shores are rocky and covered with 
dwarf pines and ragged scrubby oaks—in appearance very sterile and 
repulsive. We were kindly treated at the Captain’s; his servant, a stout, 
honest, simple-minded Irishman, was delighted to see us, (for visitors 
there, we found, were few and far between, with little to break the 
monotony of a backwoods-man’s life—not even a cow or pig for his 
companion)—on a Sunday his only pleasure is to sit by the lakeshore 
all alone, pensively gazing o’er the lake till he is wearied, and then return 
to his shanty to think of the olden times and of old Ireland. We were 
invited to shake down our blankets in the shanty, which we did. . . . 

It was one of the most beautiful evenings I have ever witnessed, and 
its loveliness might have challenged Windermere and her peaceful isles. 
The calm seclusion, the bright waters, glittering and spangling in the 
rays of the sun and all speckled with innumerable islands; the leafy 
woods, varied by the splendid countless tints of autumn, with the pine 
‘grouping their dark hues with every stain’, formed a scene I shall never 
forget. .. . We kindled a fire, threw our wearied limbs on our blankets, 
and welcomed repose. 


5. CAPTAIN GEORGE ARUNDEL HILL (1796-1861) 


To have been a man of importance in his generation and almost 
entirely forgotten a lifetime later was the fate of Captain Hill of 
Dummer Township. The son of Arundel and Catharine Hill of 
Limerick, Ireland, he was born in 1796 and served as an officer 
nineteen years later under Wellington at Waterloo, It was appro- 
priate, consequently, that among his literary efforts was the poem 
“Verses for the Twenty-fourth Anniversary of the Battle of Water- 
loo’. Like many another veteran, Hill had commuted his pension 
for land in Upper Canada, and like many another too, his farm 
two or three miles east of Clear Lake proved so rocky and untillable 
that, when his family were through with it, it was abandoned, and 
remains so to the present. Arriving in Dummer in 1831, he had 
entered with vigour into the life of the pioneer. Three years later 
there appeared from his hand a 56-page pamphlet with the quaint 
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title A Guide for Emigrants from the British Shores to the Woods 
of Canada.* In his later years he became not only a radical in poli- 
tics but an eccentric in religion, and in the Lindsey Papers, Univer- 
sity of Toronto Library, is a lengthy manuscript in a copper-plate 
hand which he had apparently tried to get Charles Lindsey to pub- 
lish. A hint from an old Dummer resident led to a search on his lot 
for his grave, and in a rail-fence enclosure, without a stone or any 
distinguishing mark, lie the remains of Captain Hill, veteran of 
Waterloo, pioneer settler and eminent official, educationist, author, 
and first Warden of the District of Colborne. 


BUILDING THE LOG HOUSE 


[Hill, A Guide for Emigrants from the British Shores to the Woods 
of Canada (Dublin, 1834), pp. 25-8] 


In selecting a site for your house, do not forget that a good fall from 
the front will serve to carry off the melting snow in the spring; as well 
as the water from the heavy thunder showers which you may expect in 
summer. Before you lay one log over another, I remind you to have 
every tree felled, which, if left uncut, could afterwards reach the in- 
tended dwelling. It would be still better, if time allowed you, to get a 
space of the forest of forty or fifty yards square burnt off before the 
shanty was commenced; and then, and then only, can it be perfectly 
safe. This precaution, however, seems seldom attended to by new 
settlers; sometimes, perhaps, from impatience to see their woodland 
residence in progress, but still oftener from ignorance of the serious risk 
incurred by neglecting it. After a little dry weather the branches of the 
trees, if they have been cut for a few weeks, will with a very slight breeze 
burn most furiously, assisted by the thick coat of leaves on the surface 
of the ground; and, should the running fire take its course towards the 
newly-erected edifice, you will have something to do to save it from the 
devouring clement. I am not myself a ‘burnt child’, but was too near 
being so not to ‘dread the fire’. My shanty had been up some months 
when the burning of the brush and timber of my clearance was com- 
menced, and it required the utmost exertions of four persons to prevent 
its being destroyed. The smoke and heat were so suffocating and intoler- 
able that my family was obliged to take refuge for two hours in the 
cellar; and from the circumstance of the fire having completely sur- 

Published in Dublin in 1834, After years of search in Britain and America we 
found a copy in the Canadiana collection of J. G. Ketcheson, Richmond Hill. 


Photostatic copies are in the Public Archives at Ottawa and the Toronto Public 
Library. 
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rounded the premises it would have been very difficult to have removed 
our things to a place of safety, had it been necessary to make the 
attempt. I would therefore repeat the advice to new settlers, to chop 
down and burn off at once one acre of the forest immediately about the 
spot where he intends to put up his house; but should he have neglected 
doing so, and that he comes afterwards to enter into a contract with 
some person for clearing a certain quantity of his land, let him take the 
consequence if he does not make it a condition in their written agree- 
ment that he is to be indemnified for the loss he may sustain, should his 
house (or shanty) be consumed when the clearance is being burnt off. 

Personal observation will give you a clearer idea of the manner in 
which shanties are put together than could be obtained from any detail 
‘of mine; still, I conceive, you may derive advantage from a sketch of 
such an operation. Your inexperience will very naturally lead you to 
leave a great deal to the men you have employed, and more largely so 
if you have good men who are used to such kind of work; but if you 
shut your own eyes altogether, and totally decline the suggestions of 
your own judgment, I will prophesy you will regret having done so. 

Having decided on the extent and plan of the edifice, your men pro- 
ceed to hew down such trees, convenient to the intended site, as are 
of a proper thickness. The straighter these are the better; and if cedars 
can be procured without much difficulty they should be chosen. Maples 
are said to decay very soon—in some cases after five or six years; but 
though it might be impossible to make them last for a great length of 
time, I suspect the true cause of the so rapid decay of the shanties 
alluded to was their having been constantly soaking water, whenever 
rain fell, from the gross laziness or neglect of the persons who occupied 
them. 

The trees are now cut into the proper lengths and collected together. 
Digging for a foundation is of course never thought of. Having placed 
two end logs in the places where they are to remain, a man with an axe, 
within a few inches of the extreme ends of each, puts a kind of cut, 
whose breadth is the diameter of the letter V turned upside down; the 
under sides of a front and rere log are then cut, like the said letter V, 
so as to lie close on the end logs, and thus they become, as it were, 
locked together. A similar operation is repeated—two end and two side 
logs—until the wooden walls have attained the required height, when 
the door and window spaces are cut away. If the trees have been care- 
fully selected, so as to be as nearly of one size and as straight as pos- 
sible, there will be little trouble or difficulty in laying the logs so as 
almost to touch each other in every part; and though some of your men 
will endeavour to persuade you that this is a matter of no consequence, 





364 THE VALLEY OF THE TRENT 


and that it is the easiest thing in the world to ram in a piece of bass- 
wood into the chinks, mind them not, You have now to get up the roof, 
which for a shanty is made by splitting the straightest basswood trees 
in two, and after they have been hollowed out with axes, placing them, 
the hollow part up, side by side, and as closely together as you can, so 
that the ends will rest on the upper back and front logs. To prevent rain 
getting through, other troughs, similarly prepared, are placed one over 
every joint, with the concave side under, and the roof is finished. 

I strongly recommend you to have the sides of these under troughs 
made quite straight, which can easily be done by the assistance of a 
black-line. This will spare you much trouble afterwards, and render it 
an easy matter to make the joints impervious to the cool air of winter. 
Here again the workmen will exclaim against your unusual nicety; but 
remember that it is your own wife and your own children who are to 
spend the approaching winter under that roof, and be resolved to make 
them as comfortable as you can. 

If you are anxious to have your family in their new habitation as 
soon as possible, they may now come into it. The weather, until the 
middle of November, will render a slight curtain tacked up at night, a 
sufficient substitute for glazed sashes; and the good behaviour of your 
neighbours, should you happen to have any, will cause any stronger 
door to be quite unnecessary. 

You will then have leisure to make, or get made, by degrees, any 
articles of household furniture you require, and whatever you judge 
proper for finishing your shanty. 

Under this last head your fire-places and chimneys claim the first 
attention. For a short time you may perhaps find it expedient to imitate 
a very general plan among new settlers—just to place a few large stones 
loosely against that part where a fire is to be made, in order to prevent 
the logs of the shanty from igniting; and let a square hole in the roof 
serve as a chimney. If, however, time and circumstances allow it, it will 
be better to do at once what must otherwise be shortly done, and get a 
stone chimney put up. 

It may happen that you will be advised, as I was, to put up a wooden 
chimney, well plastered within and without. Such are in pretty general 
use, and may answer very well where a constant or strong fire is not 
required, Still I cannot recommend them, as, let their construction be 
ever so perfect, they are certainly exposed to the danger of catching 
fire sooner or later; and the consciousness of this danger will often come 
upon you, while enjoying a roaring fire of a cold night, like a bitter 
breeze from the north. 

If you can at once burn some limestone, well and good; but you are 
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not without an excellent substitute for lime mortar by mixing together 
two parts of woodashes with one of red earth, which is found by remov- 
ing the surface stratum of black vegetable mould. Lime is burned here 
in kilns, pretty similar to those of the old country; but it is also made 
in a simpler manner. The stones, well broken, are placed on the top of 
a large heap, which is then set on fire, and if the logs are gross enough, 
and piled very close together, you will have plenty of excellent lime in 
a few hours. 

Should there be no saw-mill within a reasonable distance you will 
find that boards can be procured by splitting basswood, cedar, or pine; 
they will at least make a tolerable floor, doors, &c. An adze here will be 
a very useful tool, as by means of it you can make such boards nearly 
as fair as if they had been sawn, and smooth enough to require no 
planing. 


6. A Visit To Douro Townsuip, 1836 


[James Logan, Notes of a Journey through Canada, the United States, 
and the West Indies (Edinburgh, 1838), pp. 44-6] 


Next morning, at six, we reached Coburg, which is a hundred and 
seventy miles distant from Brockville. The fare from Montreal to 
Prescott was £1, 10s., and from the latter place to Coburg £1, 5s. 

Having hired a horse from Mr Strong of the American Hotel, near 
the pier, I joined Mr Thomson and a Mr Hickston, an Irishman, whom 
we met at the hotel, and started for Peterborough. About a mile from 
Coburg, which, like most of the places on this route, is a neat small 
town, is the county-hall and jail, a rather handsome stone building. 
We passed several well cultivated farms and saw a number of excellent 
fields of wheat and oats. The road, however, was very bad, there being 
no stones on it and numberless ruts. About eighteen miles from Coburg 
we came to a clearing in the forest, which is an Irish settlement, and 
dined at a small inn.’ Farther on were several farms on which were 
good crops, Peterborough, which is thirty-five miles from Coburg, is 
very romantically situated on a rising ground overlooking the river 
Ottanabe, which runs into Rice Lake. After remaining there a few 
hours I crossed the river by a ferry-boat which the current carries across, 
it being attached to a wheel running along a rope stretched over the 
river, and arrived at Mr S. Cunningham’s, where I staid all night. 

I remained in the Newcastle district nine days, principally in the 
township of Duro, where several of my friends were settled. One day 
I called on Mr Traill, whose lady has published an account of Canada, 

Moseph Graham's Tavern, now Bailicboro. 
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and another day went with Mr Carnegie to a logging-bee at his neigh- 
bour F.’s. There were about six acres to log, and he had collected about 
twenty of his neighbours, or their servants, as those who could not work 
were obliged to find substitutes. There were five yokes of oxen, and 
generally four, but sometimes only three, men to a yoke, with a boy to 
drive. To the yoke over the necks of the oxen is fastened a long chain, 
with a hook at the end, and this chain is put round a log, which is thus 
dragged to the pile. Two of my friends, myself, and a servant were 
attached to one of the yokes, which was driven by a boy. When the 
logs, which vary from ten to fifteen feet in length and from one to two 
and a half in diameter, were brought to the pile we laid them on in a 
proper manner. After the first layer was arranged the rest of the logs 
were hoisted on with handspikes; the heaps vary from four to five feet in 
height, and are not made too large so as to burn with facility. This is a 
very laborious part of the operation, especially when the logs are heavy; 
and if they should slip you are in danger of getting your leg broken or 
even of losing your life. We worked hard all day from nine, and logged 
about three acres. At one we had dinner in the barn, masters and ser- 
vants together without distinction. Two young Englishmen were present 
but did not assist, and were therefore laughed at. They disliked the coun- 
try after three years’ trial and were on their way home, In the evening 
we had a dance and were otherwise agreeably entertained until one in 
the morning, when we walked home, but were entangled in a wood, 
where we groped about for two hours although the distance we had to 
go was only half a mile, On another occasion I visited Lake Clear, 
where three of us lay out in a deserted shantie, the smallest description 
of log-house, resembling in shape a pig-stye, baked our bread, and 
roasted potatoes. The scenery of this lake is very beautiful, and its 
numerous wooded islands, its romantic banks, and dense forests, in- 
habited by woodpeckers and other gaudy birds, wolves, and squirrels, 
merit a more extended encomium. 





7. CATHARINE Parr TRAILL (1802-1899) 


The eldest of the three ‘literary Stricklands” who emigrated to 
Canada, Catharine was undoubtedly the most even-tempered and 
least critical of her new environment. She quickly became, in fact, 
a lover of nature, and as a naturalist she developed a fellow-feeling 
for the Indians, from whom she learned much natural and tradi- 

1Samuel Strickland’s Twenty-Seven Years in Canada West is not among the 


works from which excerpts are given in this Section, but he and his book are 
given adequate attention in the Introduction. 
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tional lore. Her botanical descriptions are consequently her greatest 
contribution to Canadian literature. Among her other books, The 
Female Emigrant's Guide (1854) included nature remedies, 
recipes, and helpful hints of various kinds to assist in adjustment to 
the new land. 

A bibliography of Mrs. Traill’s works, from 1818 when at the 
age of sixteen she produced a small volume of children’s stories 
in England, to 1895 when her last book, Cot and Cradle Stories, 
appeared, would be a lengthy list complicated by numerous reprints 
under varied titles. She wrote some verse, most of which is inter- 
spersed among her prose compositions or in one or another of the 
newspapers and literary periodicals of the day. Her reputation, 
however, is based upon The Backwoods of Canada (1836) and 
her various nature studies such as Canadian Wild Flowers (1868). 

In 1832, prior to emigration to Canada, she married Lieutenant 
Thomas Traill, and they first resided at Lakefield, where her 
brother Samuel was living. Suffering the various vicissitudes of 
pioneer life, they subsequently lived in Ashburnham and on the 
shores of Rice Lake, but her long life as a widow (her husband 
died in 1859) was spent at ‘Westove’, Lakefield, or at ‘Minne- 
wawa’, her island in Stoney Lake. She died on August 29, 1899, ‘a 
cultured and gifted lady’ as the obituary notice in the Peterborough 
Examiner put it, and one whose life and writings did much to raise 
the tone of cultural and intellectual life in Canada. 


(a) JOURNEY FROM COBOURG TO DOURO TOWNSHIP, 1832 
[Catharine Parr Trail, The Backwoods of Canada . . ., pp. 55 et seq.] 


We left Cobourg on the afternoon of the Ist of September in a light 
waggon comfortably lined with buffalo robes. Our fellow-travellers con- 
sisted of three gentlemen and a young lady, all of whom proved very 
agreeable and willing to afford us every information respecting the 
country through which we were travelling. The afternoon was fine—one 
of those rich mellow days we often experience in the early part of 
September. The warm hues of autumn were already visible on the 
forest trees, but rather spoke of ripeness than decay. The country round 
Cobourg is well cultivated, a great portion of the woods having been 
superseded by open fields, pleasant farms, and fine flourishing orchards, 
with green pastures where abundance of cattle were grazing. 

The county gaol and court-house at Amherst, about a mile and a half 
from Cobourg, is a fine stone edifice, situated on a rising ground which 
commands an extensive view over the lake Ontario and surrounding 
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scenery. As you advance further up the country, in the direction of the 
Hamilton or Rice Lake plains, the land rises into bold sweeping hills 
and dales. 

‘The outline of the country reminded me of the hilly part of Glouces- 
tershire; you want, however, the charm with which civilization has so 
eminently adorned that fine county, with all its romantic villages, flour- 
ishing towns, cultivated farms, and extensive downs so thickly covered 
with flocks and herds. Here the bold forests of oak, beech, maple, and 
bass-wood, with now and then a grove of dark pine, cover the hills, 
only enlivened by an occasional settlement with its log-house and zig- 
zag fences of split timber: these fences are very offensive to my eye. I 
look in vain for the rich hedge-rows of my native country. Even the 
stone fences in the north and west of England, cold and bare as they 
are, are less unsightly. The settlers, however, invariably adopt whatever 
plan saves time, labour, and money. The great law of expediency is 
strictly observed—it is borne of necessity. Matters of taste appear to 
be little regarded, or are, at all events, after-considerations. . . . 

About halfway between Cobourg and the Rice Lake there is a pretty 
valley between two steep hills. Here there is a good deal of cleared 
land and a tavern: the place is called the ‘Cold Springs’. Who knows 
but some century or two hence this spot may become a fashionable 
place of resort to drink the waters. A Canadian Bath or Cheltenham 
may spring up where now Nature revels in her wilderness of forest 
trees. 

We now ascended the plains—a fine elevation of land—for many 
miles scantily clothed with oaks, and here and there bushy pines with 
other trees and shrubs. The soil is in some places sandy, but varies, I am 
told, considerably in different parts, and is covered in large tracts with 
rich herbage, affording abundance of the finest pasture for cattle. A 
number of exquisite flowers and shrubs adorn these plains, which rival 
any garden in beauty during the spring and summer months. Many of 
these plants are peculiar to the plains, and are rarely met with in any 
other situation. The trees, too, though inferior in size to those in the 
forests, are more picturesque, growing in groups or singly at considerable 
intervals, giving a sort of park-like appearance to this portion of the 
country. The prevailing opinion seems to be that the plains laid out in 
grazing or dairy farms would answer the purpose of settlers well; as there 
is plenty of land that will grow wheat and other corn-crops and can be 
improved at a small expense, besides abundance of natural pasture for 
cattle, One great advantage seems to be that the plough can be intro- 
duced directly, and the labour of preparing the ground is necessarily 
much less than where it is wholly covered with wood. 

There are several settlers on these plains possessing considerable 
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farms, The situation, I should think, must be healthy and agreeable 
from the elevation and dryness of the land and the pleasant prospect 
they command of the country below them, especially where the Rice 
Lake, with its various islands and picturesque shores, is visible. The 
ground itself is pleasingly broken into hill and valley, sometimes gently 
sloping, at other times abrupt and almost precipitous. 

‘An American farmer, who formed one of our party at breakfast the 
following morning, told me that these plains were formerly famous 
hunting-grounds of the Indians, who, to prevent the growth of the tim- 
bers, burned them year after year; this, in process of time, destroyed 
the young trees, so as to prevent them again from accumulating to the 
extent they formerly did. Sufficient only was left to form coverts; for 
the deer resort hither in great herds for the sake of a peculiar tall sort 
of grass with which these plains abound called deer-grass, on which 
they become exceedingly fat at certain seasons of the year. 

Evening closed in before we reached the tavern on the shores of the 
Rice Lake, where we were to pass the night; so that I lost something 
of the beautiful scenery which this fine expanse of water presents as you 
descend the plains towards its shores. The glimpses I caught of it were 
by the faint but frequent flashes of lightning that illumined the horizon 
to the north, which just revealed enough to make me regret I could see 
no more that night. The Rice Lake is prettily diversified with small 
wooded islets: the north bank rises gently from the water's edge. 
Within sight of Sully, the tavern from which the steam-boat starts that 
goes up the Otanabee, you see several well-cultivated settlements; and 
beyond the Indian village the missionaries have a school for the edu- 
cation and instruction of the Indian children, Many of them can both 
read and write fluently, and are greatly improved in their moral and 
religious conduct. They are well and comfortably clothed and have 
houses to live in. But they are still too much attached to their wander- 
ing habits to become good and industrious settlers. During certain sea- 
sons they leave the village and encamp themselves in the woods along 
the borders of those lakes and rivers that present the most advantageous 
hunting and fishing-grounds. 

‘There are some fine settlements on the Rice Lake, but I am told the 
shores are not considered healthy, the inhabitants being subject to lake- 
fevers and ague, especially where the ground is low and swampy. These 
fevers and agues are supposed by some people to originate in the exten- 
sive rice-beds which cause a stagnation in the water; the constant 
evaporation from the surface acting on a mass of decaying vegetation 
must tend to have a bad effect on the constitution of those that are 
immediately exposed to its pernicious influence. 

We left the tavern at Rice Lake, after an unusual delay, at nine 
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o’clock. The morning was damp, and a cold wind blew over the lake, 
which appeared to little advantage through the drizzling rain from 
which I was glad to shroud my face in my warm plaid cloak, for there 
was no cabin or other shelter in the little steamer than an inefficient 
awning. This apology for a steam-boat formed a considerable contrast 
with the superbly-appointed vessels we had lately been passengers in 
on the Ontario and the St. Laurence. But the circumstances of a steamer 
at all on the Otanabee was a matter of surprise to us and of exultation 
to the first settlers along its shores, who for many years had been con- 
tented with no better mode of transport than a scow or canoe for them- 
selves and their marketable produce, or through the worst possible 
roads with a waggon or sleigh. 

The Otanabee is a fine broad clear stream, divided into two mouths 
at its entrance to the Rice Lake by a low tongue of land, too swampy 
to be put under cultivation. This beautiful river (for such I consider it 
to be) winds its way between thickly-wooded banks which rise gradually 
as you advance higher up the country. 

Towards noon the mists cleared off, and the sun came forth in all 
the brilliant beauty of a September day. So completely were we sheltered 
from the wind by the thick wall of pines on either side that I no longer 
felt the least inconvenience from the cold that had chilled me on cross- 
ing the lake in the morning. 

As I felt a great curiosity to see the interior of a log-house, I entered 
the open door-way of the tavern as the people termed it, under the 
pretext of buying a draught of milk. The interior of this rude dwelling 
presented no very inviting aspect. The walls were of rough unhewn logs, 
filled between the chinks with moss and irregular wedges of wood to 
keep out the wind and rain. The unplastered roof displayed the rafters, 
covered with moss and lichens, green, yellow, and grey; above which 
might be seen the shingles, dyed to a fine mahogany-red by the smoke 
which refused to ascend the wide clay and stone chimney, to curl grace- 
fully about the roof and seek its exit in the various crannies and aper- 
tures with which the roof and sides of the building abounded. 

The floor was of earth, which had become pretty hard and smooth 
through use. This but reminded me of the one described by the four 
Russian sailors that were left to winter on the island of Spitzbergen. Its 
furniture was of corresponding rudeness; a few stools, rough and un- 
planed; a deal table, which, from being manufactured from unseasoned 
wood, was divided by three wide open seams and was only held together 
by its ill-shaped legs; two or three blocks of grey granite placed beside 
the hearth served for seats for the children, with the addition of two 
beds raised a little above the ground by a frame of split cedars. On these 
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lowly couches lay extended two poor men, suffering under the wasting 
effects of lake-fever. Their yellow bilious faces strangely contrasted 
with the gay patchwork-quilts that covered them. I felt much concerned 
for the poor emigrants, who told me they had not been many weeks in 
the country when they were seized with the fever and ague. They both 
had wives and small children who seemed very miserable. The wives 
also had been sick with ague, and had not a house or even shanty of 
their own up; the husbands having fallen ill were unable to do anything; 
and much of the little money they had brought out with them had been 
expended in board and lodging in this miserable place, which they dig- 
nified by the name of a tavern, I cannot say I was greatly prepossessed 
in favour of their hostess, a harsh, covetous woman. Besides the various 
emigrants, men, women, and children, that lodged within the walls, the 
Jog-house had tenants of another description. A fine calf occupied a pen 
in a corner; some pigs roamed grunting about in company with some 
half-dozen fowls. The most attractive objects were three snow-white 
pigeons that were meekly picking up crumbs and looking as if they 
were too pure and innocent to be inhabitants of such a place. 

Owing to the shallowness of the river at this season, and to the rapids, 
the steam-boat is unable to go up the whole way to Peterborough, and 
a scow or row-boat, as it is sometimes termed—a huge, unwieldy, fiat- 
bottomed machine—meets the passengers at a certain part of the river 
within sight of a singular pine-tree on the right bank; this is termed the 
"Yankee bonnet,’ from the fancied resemblance of the topmost boughs 
to a sort of cap worn by the Yankees, not much unlike the blue bonnet 
of Scotland. 

Unfortunately, the steamer ran aground some four miles below the 
usual place of rendezvous, and we waited till near four o’clock for the 
scow. When it made its appearance, we found, to our discomfort, the 
rowers (eight in number and all Irishmen) were under the exciting 
influence of a cag of whiskey which they had drunk dry on the voyage. 
They were, moreover, exasperated by the delay on the part of the 
steamer, which gave them four miles additional heavy rowing. Beside a 
number of passengers there was an enormous load of furniture, trunks, 
boxes, chests, sacks of wheat, barrels of flour, salt, and pork, with many 
miscellaneous packages and articles, small and great, which were piled 
to a height that I thought very unsafe both to goods and passengers. 

With a marvellous ill grace the men took up their oars when their 
Toad was completed, but declared they would go on shore and make a 
fire and cook their dinners, they not having eaten any food though they 
had taken large potations of the whiskey. This measure was opposed 
by some of the gentlemen and a fierce and angry scene ensued, which 


372 THE VALLEY OF THE TRENT 


ended in the mutineers flinging down their oars and positively refusing 
to row another stroke till they had satisfied their hunger. 

Perhaps I had a fellow-feeling for them, as I began to be exceedingly 
hungry, almost ravenous, myself, having fasted since six that morning; 
indeed, so faint was I that I was fain to get my husband to procure me 
a morsel of the coarse uninviting bread that was produced by the rowers, 
and which they ate with huge slices of raw pickled pork, seasoning this 
unseemly meal with curses ‘not loud but deep,’ and bitter taunts against 
those who prevented them from cooking their food like Christians. 

While I was eagerly eating the bit of bread, an old farmer, who had 
eyed me for some time with a mixture of curiosity and compassion, 
said, ‘Poor thing: well, you do seem hungry indeed, and I dare say are 
just out from the ould country, and so little used to such hard fare. Here 
are some cakes that my woman (i.e., wife) put in my pocket when I 
left home; I care nothing for them, but they are better than that bad 
bread; take ’em, and welcome,’ With these words he tossed some very 
respectable home-made seed-cakes into my lap, and truly never was 
anything more welcome than this seasonable refreshment. 

A sullen and gloomy spirit seemed to prevail among our boatmen, 
which by no means diminished as the evening drew on and ‘the rapids 
were near.’ The sun had set, and the moon and stars rose brilliantly over 
the still waters, which gave back the reflection of this glorious multitude 
of heavenly bodies. A sight so passing fair might have stilled the most 
turbulent spirits into peace; at least so I thought as, wrapped in my 
cloak, I leant back against the supporting arm of my husband and, look- 
ing from the waters to the sky and from the sky to the waters, with 
delight and admiration. My pleasant reverie was, however, soon ended 
when I suddenly felt the boat touch the rocky bank, and heard the boat- 
men protesting they would go no further that night. We were nearly 
three miles below Peterborough, and how I was to walk this distance, 
weakened as I was by recent illness and fatigue of our long travelling, 
I knew not. To spend the night in an open boat, exposed to the heavy 
dews arising from the river, would be almost death. While we were 
deliberating on what to do, the rest of the passengers had made up their 
minds and taken the way through the woods by a road they were well 
acquainted with. They were soon out of sight, all but one gentleman 
who was bargaining with one of the rowers to take him and his dog 
across the river at the head of the rapids in a skiff. 

Imagine our situation, at ten o'clock at night without knowing a single 
step of our road, put on shore to find the way to the distant town as we 
best could, or pass the night in the dark forest. 

Almost in despair, we entreated the gentleman to be our guide as far 
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as he went, But so many obstacles beset our path in the form of newly- 
chopped trees and blocks of stone scattered along the shore, that it was 
with the utmost difficulty we could keep him in sight. At last we came 
up with him at the place appointed to meet the skiff, and, with a per- 
tinacity that at another time and in other circumstances we never should 
have adopted, we all but insisted on being admitted into the boat. An 
angry growling consent was extorted from the surly Charon, and we 
hastily entered the frail bark, which seemed hardly calculated to convey 
us in safety to the opposite shores. I could not help indulging in a feel- 
ing of indescribable fear as I listened to the torrent of profane invective 
that burst forth continually from the lips of the boatman. Once or twice 
we were in danger of being overset by the boughs of the pines and cedars 
which had fallen into the water near the banks. Right glad was I when 
we reached the opposite shores; but here a new trouble arose: there 
was yet more untracked wood to cross before we again met the skiff, 
which had to pass up a small rapid and meet us at the head of the small 
lake, an expansion of the Otanabee a little below Peterborough. At the 
distance of every few yards our path was obstructed by fallen trees, 
mostly hemlock, spruce, or cedar, the branches of which are so thickly 
interwoven that it is scarcely possible to separate them or force a pas- 
sage through the tangled thicket which they form. 

Had it not been for the humane assistance of our conductor, 1 know 
not how I should have surmounted these difficulties. Sometimes I was 
ready to sink down from very weariness. At length I hailed, with a joy 
I could hardly have supposed possible, the gruff voice of the Irish rower, 
and after considerable grumbling on his part we were again seated. 

Glad enough we were to see, by the blazing light of an enormous log- 
heap, the house of our friend. Here we received the offer of a guide to 
show us the way to the town by a road cut through the wood. We par- 
took of the welcome refreshment of tea, and having gained a little 
strength by a short rest we once more commenced our journey, guided 
by a ragged but polite Irish boy, whose frankness and good humour 
quite won our regards. He informed us he was one of seven orphans 
who had lost father and mother in the cholera. It was a sad thing, he 
said, to be left fatherless and motherless in a strange land; and he swept 
away the tears that gathered in his eyes as he told the simple but sad 
tale of his early bereavement; but added, cheerfully, he had met with a 
kind master, who had taken some of his brothers and sisters into his 
service as well as himself. 

Just as we were emerging from the gloom of the wood we found our 
progress impeded by a creek, as the boy called it, over which he told 
us we must pass by a log-bridge before we could get to the town, Now 
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the log-bridge was composed of one log, or rather a fallen tree, thrown 
across the stream, rendered very slippery by the heavy dew that had 
risen from the swamp. As the log admitted of only one person at a time 
I could receive no assistance from my companions; and though our 
little guide, with a natural politeness arising from the benevolence of his 
disposition, did me all the service in his power by holding the lantern 
close to the surface to throw all the light he could on the subject, I had 
the ill luck to fall in up to my knees in the water, my head turning quite 
giddy just as I came to the last step or two; thus was I wet as well as 
weary. To add to our misfortune we saw the lights disappear, one by 
one, in the village, till a solitary candle, glimmering from the upper 
chambers of one or two houses, were our only beacons. We had yet 
a lodging to seek, and it was near midnight before we reached the door 
of the principal inn; there, at least, thought I, our troubles for to-night 
will end; but great was our mortification on being told there was not a 
spare bed to be had in the house, every one being occupied by emigrants 
going up to one of the back townships. 

I could go no further, and we petitioned for a place by the kitchen 
fire where we might rest, at least, if not sleep, and I might dry my wet 
garments, On seeing my condition the landlady took compassion on me, 
Ted me to a blazing fire, which her damsels quickly roused up; one 
brought a warm bath for my feet, while another provided a warm pota- 
tion which, I really believe, strange and unusual to my lips as it was, 
did me good: in short we received every kindness and attention that we 
required from mine host and hostess, who relinquished their own bed 
for our accommodation, contenting themselves with a shake-down 
before the kitchen fire. 

T can now smile at the disasters of that day, but at the time they 
appeared no trifles, as you may well suppose. 

Farewell, my dearest Mother. 





(b) A WALK TO RAILWAY POINT, 1853 


[‘Forest Gleanings’, No. XII, Anglo-American Magazine (Toronto), 
Vol. II, October, 1853, No. 4. By Catharine Parr Trail] 


Thirty years ago the emigrant who desired to settle himself and family 
in the townships north of Rice Lake, on reaching its southern shore after 
a weary day’s journey through roads deeply cut by ruts and water-worn 
gullies could obtain no better mode of conveyance across its waters than 
what was afforded by a small skift or canoe, unless he committed him- 
self and his worldly goods to the safer keeping of a huge, flat-bottomed 
ark called a scow, which usually took two whole days to perform its toil- 
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some voyage up the long-winding Otonabee; the navigation of which 
in these days, and indeed for a many a long year after that time, was 
considerably obstructed by rapids on the spot now occupied by the fine 
substantial locks, which afford an easy entrance to the little lake; and 
may be called the key to Peterboro’. 

Ten years passed on, and the wants of the traveller who was wending 
his way northward were met by a small steamer which plyed on Rice 
Lake and took passengers and goods part of the way, being met by the 
scow when the water was low in the river some miles below the town, 
at a certain part marked by a tall pine, called the Yankee Bonnet from 
its top bearing a resemblance to that article. Scanty as were the accom- 
modations on board, the advent of this boat was hailed with infinite 
satisfaction, and great praise was bestowed on the spirited proprietors, 
gentlemen and merchants of Cobourg, who had thus met the require- 
ments of the public and doubtlessly greatly facilitated the settlement of 
Peterboro’ and her back country. 

By degrees a better class of steamers were launched on Rice Lake. 
At this date no less than four are cleaving its waters and enlivening the 
lonely shores of the Otonabee river. And here it is but just to remark 
that where a public benefit is to be conferred the men of Cobourg, what- 
ever may be their politics or private opinions, are ready to come for- 
ward heart and hand to promote the work. 

Roads have been constructed to enable the traveller after crossing 
the winter flooring of Rice Lake to reach Peterboro’ and the surround 
ing country by the shortest possible route, but ice is but a treacherous 
foundation to trust to, and moreover there are intervals in early winter 
before its safety has been tested, and in early spring when the sun is 
exerting its power over the ice-locked streams, that a total stop is put 
to journeys, either business or pleasure, unless by a circuitous route 
through the worst of roads by the head of the lake. 

To meet the wants of the fast increasing population, and to enable 
Peterboro’ to send forth her abundant stores of lumber, grain, wool, and 
dairy produce to a ready market, something more was required,—and 
lo! ere the blessing was asked it was as it were cast into her lap. No 
sacrifice of labour, time, or money was demanded. Let us hope that the 
townsmen of Peterboro’ will unite in gratitude towards the enterprizing 
men of Cobourg, the spirited movers of this great work and national 
benefit—a RAILROAD AND BRIDGE ACROSS THE RICE LAKE. 
‘A work which when completed will enrich even the poorest of her back- 
woodsmen, and be the means of opening out a wide extent of unre- 
claimed forest; a field for the future labours of the industrious farmer 
and skilful mechanic. Will not a work like this ultimately prove more 
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beneficial to the Colborne District than the discovery of mines of silver 
and gold in her vicinity? 

As a lover of the picturesque I must confess that I have a great dis- 
like to railroads. I cannot help turning with regret from the bare idea 
of scenes of rich rural beauty being cut up and disfigured by these inter- 
secting veins of wrought iron, spanning the beautiful old romantic hills 
and rivers of my native land; but here, in this new country, there is no 
such objection to be made, there are no feelings connected with early 
associations to be rudely violated; no scenes that time has hallowed to 
be destroyed. Here the railroads run through dense forests where the 
footsteps of man have never been impressed, across swamps and mor- 
asses on which the rays of the sun have scarcely ever shone, over lonely 
rivers and widespread lakes that have never echoed to the dash of the 
oar or reflected aught on their bosoms but the varied foliage of the over- 
hanging woods. 

If little can be said in behalf of the picturesque beauty of a railway, 
it may be observed on the other hand that it is quite as pleasing a sight 
to the eye of most persons as a chaotic map of fallen pines and decaying 
cedars stretching across each other in wild confusion; that a rail-car is 
at least as sightly as an ox-cart or lumber-waggon. If its presence does 
not embellish, neither can it mar a country where it interferes with none 
of our natural beauties or ancient works of art. Nay, in future years will 
it not be looked upon with veneration and admiration, as were many of 
the public roads and viaducts of ancient Rome? 

Here we have scope and verge enough to act upon, without offending 
the eye of taste or intruding upon any man’s prejudice or taste. If the 
old settler be in the neighborhood of a railroad he can remove elsewhere, 
and dispose of his lands to great advantage: the new comer need not 
purchase in its vicinity if he does not value the advantages that it offers. 
The benefit to a new country so deficient in really good roads must be 
great; therefore, I say, let the work go on and prosper—et it stretch 
from East to West; from the shores of the Atlantic even to the Georgian 
Bay. 

Twenty years ago the most sanguine speculator would have smiled 
sceptically at the suggestion of a bridge spanning the wide extent of the 
waters of Rice Lake,—five years ago he would have laughed at such an 
idea. Nay, within the last twelve months the scheme was regarded as an 
impossibility, and behold, it is now half completed. The difficulties have 
vanished before the enterprise and skill of engineers and mechanical 
operatives, incited by the assurance of certain remuneration from the 
Shareholders. 
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Quietly and steadily has the work progressed; the neighbourhood has 
not been disturbed by scenes of riot or drunkenness; there has been no 
bloodshed nor disorder among the hands; no man’s property has been 
pillaged, and no one has suffered wrong; strict order has been observed, 
greatly to the credit of the overseers, whose respectability of conduct 
deserves all praise. 

In a few weeks longer and the great work of pile-driving will be com- 
pleted, and the shores of the Township of Hamilton and Otonabee will 
be linked together by an enduring monument, greatly to the credit of 
American ingenuity and Canadian enterprise. Were I as well skilled in 
the science of political economy as Miss Martineau I might have en- 
larged on all the advantages to be derived from the railroad, but I must 
leave it to wiser heads than mine to discuss such matters. 

It was on a bright summer afternoon, in the early part of July, that, 
accompanied by my eldest daughter and some young friends with whom 
‘we were spending the day, I set out to visit the works at Railway Point, 
for as yet I know no other more significant name for the site of the Rail- 
way station and future village on this side the lake. We thankfully 
accepted of the escort of the master of the house, who graciously gave 
up some important out-of-door work to accompany us, a sacrifice of 
time for which I hope we were all sufficiently thankful. 

‘The sun was so hot that we were glad more than once to rest under 
the shade of some noble butternut trees which spread their most refresh- 
ing branches across the narrow sandy road, and as I looked up among 
the broad-spreading leaf boughs I marveled at the size of the trees 
which had been only saplings when first I passed along that very road 
some twenty-one years before. Near the spot where formerly stood the 
old inn at the landing place known as Sully the path turned abruptly in 
a direction parallel to the lake eastward, and we crossed a crazy log 
bridge over a small creek and a wilderness of the blue iris and rushes, 
thistles and wild camomile, and entered on a newly-cut road which had 
been operated by the Railway men for a more ready communication with 
the Sully road. 

‘Through an old bit of marshy clearing, thick covered with rushy grass 
and small bushes of dwarf willow and alder, lay our path: the black 
sphagnous soil, owing to the long drought, was fortunately for us dry, 
but an hour’s rain would have made our footing far from agreeable. 
‘Through this meadow ran a bright stream which was unbridged save by 
sundry blocks of granite and fragments of limestone which afforded a 
stopping place to our feet; from this point our way lay through a regular 
growth of forest trees, lofty pines, maple, bass, and oak, the dense 
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thicket of leafy under-wood shutting out the lake from our sight. You 
might have imagined yourself in the very heart of the forest; many 
rare and beautiful flowers we gathered, flourishing in the rank soil 
and among the decaying trunks and branches that strewed the leafy 
ground. There, among others, was that gem of beauty, the chima- 
phila or shining leafed wintergreen; rheumatism weed, as some of the 
natives call it, its dark glossy leaves of holly-green, and corymba of 
peach-coloured flowers, its amethyst-coloured anthers set round the 
emerald green turban-shaped pistil, forming a contrast of the most per- 
fect beauty. This elegant flower might well be called by way of distinc- 
tion, the ‘Gem of the Forest’. There were pink milk weeds as fragrant 
as beautiful, white piroles, and the dark «ich crimson blossoms of the 
red flowering raspberry, with many others with which we quickly filled 
our hands; nevertheless we were not sorry when we emerged from the 
close sultry forest path and felt the delicious breeze from the lake blow- 
ing fresh upon us. There lay the bright waters glittering in the sunlight 
full before us. The ground in front sloped gently down to the shore, 
forming a little peninsula; on one side a deep cove wooded on its banks 
to the water's edge, in front the long line of piles stretching towards a 
small island on which a station-house is to be erected for the keeper of 
the gates, which are to admit of the egress and regress of boats and rafts. 

Far to the eastward the shores rose, rounded with dark forest trees, 
forming bold capes and headlands with bays and inlets. Full in the 
opposite shore lay the extensive clearing of the Indian village, with the 
green slopes of Anderson’s Point, once the memorable scene of an ex- 
terminating slaughter between the Mohawks and the Ojibbewa Indians; 
their bones and weapons of war, axes, arrow-heads, and scalping knives 
are still to be found on turning up the now peaceful soil, where the 
descendants of the war-chiefs now reap a harvest of golden grain and 
bow the knee at the bloodless altar beneath the roof of that humble vil- 
Tage church which silently points upward to that gracious Saviour who 
said to his disciples: ‘My peace I give unto you, not as the world 
giveth it’. 

Many there are who can recall the time when the very men who in- 
habit that village knew not the Lord but wandered in the darkness of 
heathenism, whose hand was against every man, and every man’s hand 
against them, but who now worship their God in spirit and in truth. 

It is somewhere eastward of the church that the bridge will strike the 
shore, and so stretch on through the low lands which we may call the 
vale of the Otonabee towards Peterboro’. Further on, westward of the 
Indian village, are the two mouths of the river, divided by a low swampy 
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island; and there, on the Monaghan shore, far up towards the head of 
the lake, are sunny clearings and pleasant farms, looking bright and 
cheerful in the warm beams of the afternoon sun. 

Our own southern shore is the most picturesque; but to obtain a sight 
of it we must go out upon the water; but just now we are glad to rest 
on the broad bench beneath a clump of bowery basswood trees, which 
have been most judiciously left on the cleared space to afford a shady 
seat for the workmen at noon-time; and here we can sit beneath the thick 
foliage which shuts out the sultry summer sun, and look at the busy 
scene before us. The shore is all alive with workmen. From that long 
low shed rings the clank of the blacksmith’s hammer; that column of 
blue smoke rising among the graceful group of silver birches and poplars 
points to the forge. There is a boat building at the edge of the water; 
there is a scow, and a small steam-engine is being fixed to move the 
hammer of that pile-driver; it will be the third or fourth in operation; 
boats, skiffs, and scows are moving to and fro, each guided by some 
hand who has his appointed labor in the bee-hive. On that little emin- 
ence stands a young man whose figure and bearing mark his situation to 
be one superior to the common mechanic. The sun’s rays fall with 
dazzling effect upon some brass instrument that rests on a high stand. 
He courteously returns the greeting of one of our party, and informs us 
‘He is taking an observation of the level of the bridge’. 

Those three principal buildings are a boarding-house for the work- 
men and two stores, where all the necessaries of life may be purchased 
in the shape of groceries, provisions, and ready-made clothing. You see 
no women in this temporary village: but there peeps out a sweet baby- 
boy, with fat-dimpled shoulders and bright curls; his gay red frock sets 
off the whiteness of his skin, and you are sure a mother’s gentle hand 
has brushed those sunny locks from his broad white brow and made 
those hands so clean, though she herself is not visible. 

The eye follows that line of posts, four abreast, which stretches its 
leviathan length far, far across the rippling waters of the lake. There, 
at the utmost limits, is the mighty machine that looks in the distance 
like a tall gibbet, against which a huge ladder is leaning, but that dark 
figure mid-way on the scaffold is no miserable felon, but a good, honest, 
hard-working Yankee, who directs the movements of the ton weight of 
iron that now slowly ascends between the sliding grooves in the tall 
frame; and now, at the magic word ‘All right!” descends with lightning 
swiftness upon the head of the pile that has just been conducted to its 
side. It is curious to see the log of timber, some twenty-five or thirty 
feet in length, emerge from the depth of the lake; you do not see the 
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rope that is fastened to it, which that man in the skiff tows it along by— 
it seems to come up like a huge monster of the deep, and rearing itself 
by degrees, climbs up the side of the frame like a living thing; then for 
a second swing to and fro, till steadied by the least apparent exertion on 
the part of the guide on the scaffold. Now it is quite upright—plumb I 
suppose the carpenter would say—then at the signal, clack, clack, clack, 
goes the little engine on the scow; slowly aloft mounts the great weight, 
down, down, down it comes—the first blow fixing the timber in its 
destined place—and sends a shower of bark flying from the pile; when 
the weight comes down on to the head of the pile the jerk disengages a 
sort of claw that is attached to it; this ascends and again comes down, 
seizing the ring of the weight in its own grasp and bearing it again 
triumphantly upwards—again to descend upon the pile with unerring 
aim—lower it sinks, and every fresh blow comes with accelerated force, 
till it is brought to the level of the others. From a quarter of an hour 
to twenty minutes is the time employed in sinking each of these posts— 
that is, if the lake is calm; but when much swell is on the water the work 
is carried on much slower or the pile-driving is delayed after for some 
days. 

To obtain a near view of the process a boat was procured, and we 
were rowed within a few feet of the machine; and there, as we lay 
gently rocking to and fro, we could see the whole of the process and 
enjoy the delightful scenery of the southern shore, the green-wooded 
island, the bold hills with the sunny slopes where the grain was begin- 
ning to acquire a golden hue, the graceful trees relieving the open clear- 
ing with their refreshing verdure; even the new sheds and buildings on 
the little point seen among the embowering trees had a pleasing effect— 
so truly does ‘distance lend enchantment to the view’ and harmonize in 
nature all objects to one pleasing whole. 

But the bang of the last hammer has ceased to vibrate on our ears, the 
little skiff is turned towards the shore, and fearing that my unartist-like 
description will convey but a faint idea of this great work, I will leave 
it to abler pens than mine, and only close my article with wishing suc- 
cess to Canadian enterprize and American ingenuity, and may they 
ever work in brotherly unity and be a mutual support to each other. 


NOTE.—I was assured by the contractor that the bridge, when com- 
pleted, would be a greater achievement as a work of engineering skill 
than the bridge over Lake Champlain, on account of the superior depth 
of the water. The distance from shore to shore of the Rice Lake at this 
point is about three miles; the average depth as far as they had hitherto 
sunk the piles did not exceed fifteen feet; but the deepest part was sup- 
posed to be north of Tick Island. 
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8. Ruopa ANNE PaGE (1826-1863) 
AN HOUR IN THE ICE 
[Maple Leaf (Montreal, 1853), Vol. 2, pp. 130-6] 


Sleigh bells! who has not listened for their glad music, when friends 
or dear ones have been waited for? Who has not watched for them, per 
haps hopefully, perhaps anxiously, perhaps in that agony of suspense 
which has made their first tone seem as if struck from the very heart? 
Surely, if the term ‘joy bells’ can ever be rightly applied, it must be to 
those blithesome heralds of friends approaching. The very house-dog 
knows his master’s bells, and changes his warning bark as he recognises 
them, to one of joyous welcome. 

One evening, the close of a March day—it matters not how long 
ago—that merry peal might have been heard approaching the shore of 
one of the fairest of these island-studded ‘back lakes’, which, if they can- 
not vie with the broad Huron and Ontario in grandeur, yield in beauty 
to none of their mighty rivals. The winter had been severe and pro- 
tracted and the lake was still frozen over, but the ice had been for some 
days reckoned unsafe, and in the darkness which was now fast gathering 
over all things, to cross upon it seemed a perilous attempt. 

The person who now appeared, however, driving rapidly towards the 
shore, looked like one who had braved such dangers many a time be- 
fore, Every thing about him, from his own blanket coat and crimson 
sash, to the rough but powerful team he drove, and the shaggy, good- 
natured collier dog which lay at his feet in the sleigh, spoke the true 
back-woodsman—one of those hardy, fearless, much-enduring men, 
who seem made to be the pioneers of civilization, clearing away forests 
for others to plant cities in their room. 

As the night, however, closed about him, it became evident that even 
to him the prospect of crossing the unsound ice in the darkness was far 
from welcome. ‘It will be as dark as pitch’, said he, half aloud, ‘and the 
ice is rotten in a dozen places. Well, there’s no help for it now, and I 
know the road blindfold. Once safe on the other side and I've done 
with the ice for this winter. I promised Mary this should be the last 
time,” 

As the young teamster—for such he was—spoke, he urged his already 
tired horses to greater speed, for their hoofs were plashing in several 
inches of water, and the ice beneath was in a state which allowed no 
dallying by the way. 


1One other short story by Rhoda Page has been located, “The Lost Boy: a 
Tale of the Burning Plains,” in the January issue of the Victoria Magazine (Belle- 
ville, 1848). See Section XII, No. 7, for a biographical note and a selection from 
her poetical compositions. 
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‘The moon had not risen, nor could she have given him any assistance 
if she had, for the sky was covered with thick black clouds, and not so 
much as a solitary star peeped forth through the gloom. Relying, how- 
ever, on his own knowledge of the track, James Gray drove on fear- 
lessly until he was convinced that he must be nearing a point where it 
became necessary to make a wide detour, to avoid a spot where the ice 
was both thin and unsound. Rising to his feet in the sleigh, he peered 
eagerly into the darkness, to ascertain, if possible, his exact position. 

Well was it for him that he did so, as by that movement he freed his 
limbs from the encumbrance of sundry empty bags, horse cloths, &., 
which, when not required for their legitimate uses, were gathered about 
him as defences from the raw night air. 

Even as he stood gazing wistfully forward into the black night, not 
daring greatly to slacken his horses’ speed where the foundation on 
which they stood was at best so precarious, the brittle ice yielded, 
cracked, and finally gave way with a fearful crash, breaking into a thou- 
sand fragments, upon which the frightened animals vainly struggled to 
regain their footing. There were a few terrible convulsive efforts, a wild 
snort of terror, and then horses and sleigh disappeared in the black 
chasm. 

As he felt the sleigh sinking under him, Gray sprang out of it, with 
a strong, sudden bound; but the treacherous ice again broke under him; 
he clung to its edge with the grasp of a drowning man, but though it 
supported his weight in the water, it crumbled and gave way beneath 
him, as often as he attempted, by its aid, to extricate himself from his 
terrible position, He shouted for help till his voice failed him, but no 
man heard or answered to his call. Then, as he literally hung there 
between life and death, his thoughts turned, as those of all human beings 
in such sore straits must, to One whose ear is never closed, and he ‘cried 
unto the Lord in his trouble’. 

‘God have mercy upon me!’ broke from his whitened lips, as he 
clutched yet closer the jagged edges of the ice which his numbed fingers 
now could scarcely feel. At this instant something swam by him, and a 
struggling and panting sound told him that his poor dog was still near 
him, striving, like himself, to escape from the abyss into which they had 
been so suddenly plunged. Even in his own utmost need the brave man 
could still spare a thought for his faithful friend. 

Releasing, for an instant, his hold by one hand, he seized the poor 
creature and flung him as far as possible upon the firmer ice, He heard 
him shake his shaggy coat, and then, after a brief pause, as if in doubt 
whether to remain and share his master’s fate, set off at full speed in the 
direction of his home. A ray of hope flashed at once through the mind 
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of the despairing man. He well knew that Watch’s appearance, alone 
and dripping with water, would arouse the fears of the anxious wife 
who awaited his return; she would probably surmise the truth, and then 
he felt that nothing would be left undone that human power could do, 
to seek for, and if possible to save him. Minute succeeded minute— 
time, which, to him, seemed like eternity, passed by, and still he clung 
with that vice-like grip to his frail support. Through his half-maddened 
brain all the scenes of his early boyhood, of his young, vigorous man- 
hood, passed in rapid review; but above all rose the image of that fair, 
fond young wife, as he had seen her that morning standing at his side, 
with her baby in her arms, and forcing him to repeat, again and again, 
the promise that this journey across the lake should be the last. The last! 
the words seemed to ring in his ears; and as his brain whirled and his 
senses swam in that unutterable agony, a voice of fiendish mockery 
seemed to shriek them out—for the last time! for the last time! 

Meanwhile, in the neat, cheerful, humble home on the farther shore, 
sat the expectant wife, awaiting the coming of her husband, listening 
eagerly for the first sound of his well-known bells. It was Saturday eve 
ning, and the small log house wore its neatest aspect, to welcome the 
return at once of the Sabbath and of its master. Everything, including 
Mary herself and her boy, was as neat and pleasant to the eye as hands 
could make it; and a fair object she was, as, seated by the cradle of her 
child, she plied her knitting-needles busily, or now and then interrupted 
her occupation to raise her head and listen. 

Suddenly she started up, as a scratching and whining noise at the 
door caught her ear. She threw the door wide open, and poor Watch 
sprang over the threshold, wet, panting, and alone. The moon was shin- 
ing feebly now, and one glance showed Mary that her husband was not 
there—another at the dog’s dripping coat told her that her fears were 
but too well realized. A dizzy sickness came over her. It passed in an 
instant, and she stood, pale indeed as death, but with every faculty 
aroused, every nerve strung, to meet the need of the moment. Time 
‘enough would there be for tears and wailings, should the worst prove 
true; at present she must act—not waste, in idle sorrow, moments as 
precious as years. 

Half-way between Mary's cottage and the lake, stood the rude cabin 
of an honest Irishman, who, with his ‘boys’, two stalwart young men, 
had come, not long before, to reside in the neighborhood. In less than 
five minutes Mary was on her way thither; her infant, warmly wrapped 
up, clasped even more closely than usual to her bosom, as if she feared 
to lose what might now be her only earthly treasure. 
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Great was the astonishment of honest Tim Martin and his house- 
hold when Mary Gray suddenly appeared in their midst, (none of them 
ever knew exactly how she came there, for she had entered without 
knock or call), and still greater was the sympathy of their kind hearts, 
when, in accents of forced calmness, she told her story, expressing her 
belief that something (she could not bring herself to speak more plainly) 
had befallen her husband, and imploring them to aid her in her search 
for him. Gladly would they have persuaded her to remain in the cabin 
with the good dame while they went forth upon the search; but Mary 
was inflexibly determined to share in it. 

“Ye can be of no use, darlin’, said the good-hearted fellow, when the 
simple preparations for starting were completed; ‘ye’re better here by 
far; you, too, that slip about upon the ice like a cat in walnut shells, 

‘[ shall stand as firm to-night as any of you’, said Mary, as she gave 
her child to Mrs. Martin and stepped out of the cabin. ‘It’s no use talk- 
ing, Mr. Martin; do you think I can sit here when James is perhaps— 
She could not finish the sentence, but she was understood. 

With rapid steps the little party set off, followed by the dog, which, 
however, they lost sight of soon after they left the shore. Mary kept her 
promise of standing firm upon the slippery surface of the lake, for a far 
deeper fear had banished all timidity for herself, and it would scarcely 
have been felt had her path been through burning coals. Long and care- 
fully did they search, narrowly examining every crack and fissure in the 
ice where it seemed at all possible that the catastrophe they dreaded 
but would not name might have taken place. At length one of the young 
men, who was a little in advance of the rest, suddenly started back with 
an exclamation of surprise, and lifting the lantern he carried shewed 
them a yawning gulf but a few feet from where they stood. 

‘There was no hole here this morning’, he whispered to his brother; 
but low as was the tone in which he had spoken, it struck like a knell 
upon the wife’s ear. With a sudden mad impulse, she sprang towards 
the chasm, but was instantly stopped by a strong but kindly hand. ‘Ah! 
thin, the crathur’, said the kind Irishman; ‘sure ye would n’t think of it. 
Think of the boy at home, jewel; why should ye lave him too?” Mary 
felt all that these words were meant to imply; but the sinful impulse 
was checked, and burying her face in her hands, tears—hot, burning 
tears—came to relieve her breaking heart. 

Suddenly a low whine caught the ear of one of the young Irishmen, 
and at the same instant a faint gleam of moonlight showed him the dog 
at a little distance, standing at the edge of the chasm and looking fixedly 
downwards, apparently at the black waters below. With a mute sign to 
the others to keep Mary back, he crept cautiously round towards the 
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faithful animal, and there, still clinging with that desperate, straining 
grasp to the rough edge, he saw James Gray, speechless, motionless, 
and evidently almost gone. 

The lost was found, but his extrication was still not easy. The ice 
under the brave youth's feet cracked and strained, as, creeping as near 
to the edge as temerity itself could dare to go, he threw round the half 
lifeless body the knotted rope with which he had come provided. 

A few minutes more and the now rejoicing little party were on their 
homeward way, bearing in their arms the rescued one, while Mary 
walked beside, now audibly blessing her kind true-hearted friends— 
now, in the silent depths of her heart, offering up thanksgivings to Him 
who had thus given her back her husband from the very gates of death. 

My simple tale is told. James Gray is now a thriving farmer, with 
more gray than dark hairs upon his head. Mary has become a grave but 
gentle matron, with many fair young faces smiling round her, but neither 
has ever forgotten that awful night; and still when winter comes round 
again and the frozen lake lies glittering in the sunbeams, ‘a sea of glass 
like unto crystal’, do the thoughts of both travel backwards—hers to 
that agonizing search, and his to the untold, unspeakable sensation of 
that fearful Hour in the Ice. 


9. THomas Neep (18082—?) 


Six Years in the Bush (London, 1838) contains in abbreviated 
form the diary of Thomas Need, though it was published anony- 
mously. An uncle, one of the deans of Canterbury, tried to make a 
clergyman out of him by paying his expenses at University College, 
Oxford, but he withdrew when, as he put it, he ‘couldn’t swallow 
the 39 Articles’. He travelled to Canada with a servant and plenty 
of money, and, being a typical Englishman of the day, had a num- 
ber of the rough edges rubbed off in the process, all of which he 
took in the right spirit. He first travelled about looking for a favour- 
able place, observing from the appearance of Percy Village, in 
Seymour, that a settlement was so called because nothing was 
settled. Finally he purchased 3000 acres in Verulam Township for 
£750 and became founder of the village of Bobcaygeon. Fond of 
hunting, he once appeared in Peterborough in a half-Indian Robin- 
son Crusoe costume, followed by hooting boys. He resented the 
destruction of Cameron Falls and other beauty spots by commercial 
development just as people capable of their appreciation were be- 
ginning to arrive. In 1850 he left John Langton in charge of his 
Canadian affairs and returned to England, married, and lived in 
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Nottingham until his death. There are no direct descendants of 
this interesting pioneer of the district, since his daughter M: 
had no children. In 1926 she and her husband, E. W. Chambers, 
addressed the following interesting letters to Librarian Arthur 
Wilgress at the Legislative Library of Ontario. They are enclosed 
in an envelope affixed to the Library’s copy of Six Years in the 
Bush: 
Woodlands House, Holford, 

Bridgewater, Feb. 3rd [1926] 
Dear Sir-— 

I was delighted to hear from you in reference to “Six Years in the 
Bush”. Most interesting to me. (T. N.) He was eight times across the 
Atlantic, He worked very hard—fiour mills—after being sent to Uni- 
versity College, Oxford by his uncle, one of the Deans of Canterbury 
who intended him for a parson. He passed but, as he said, he couldn’t 
swallow the 39 articles—so Uncle said “I will do nothing for you, Tom”. 
So he and a friend Gefl. Hall—also from Notts—went out to Canada 
1832, Mr. Hall married out there and my father came home 1850, hav- 
ing been left some money by his Aunt Miss Welfitt. My father married 
1850 and I am the sole result, 1851. I married in 1877 Ernest Cham- 
bers who is writing to you. We have no results. I have two pretty little 
water colors in my bed room of the flour mills. 

‘Yours most sincerely, 
“Mary E. Chambers”. 


Thave a “Six Years in the Bush” which is an abbreviated account, a 
diary brought out by my father’s old friend Mr. Roper, since dead. He 
was a College friend. 


Woodlands House, Holford, 
Bridgewater, Feb. 3rd, 1926. 
Dear Sir,— 

T have been trying to think of something to tell you about Mr. T. 
Need in addition to what my wife has said. He bought the Village of 
Bobcaygeon in 1833 from Mr. Boulton. He sold his saw mills and 
property to Mr. Boyd,! I think in 1849, who eventually paid off what 


3Mossom Boyd came to Canada in 1834 at the age of nineteen and was the 
only original settler to remain in the Sturgeon Lake region. A man of great 
‘energy and persistence, he chopped his first clearing on the north shore of the lake 
himself. In rafting square timber to Quebec he was for a time a partner of John 
Langton. He was eminently successful in the lumber trade, but the Boyd Papers, 
Public Archives of Canada, concern largely the post-Confederation period. He 
died in 1883. 
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was still owing in 1866 or ~68. He had given a piece of ground near the 
Church for a cemetery. The clergyman came here about 12 or 14 years 
ago for my wife’s signature as there was no title to it, which she signed 
and we believe a railway ran through the land soon afterwards. 

After his marriage he lived at Gannow in Derbyshire but eventually 
moved to Nottingham where he and Mrs. Need? died. He was very fond 
of hunting and shooting and good at both. He became very deaf—a 
family failing. He was great friends with the Langtons and Mr. John 
Langton looked after his affairs when he left Canada. I don’t know what 
else to say, but if you care to write again we shall be very glad to answer 
any questions we can. ; 

‘We hear Bobcaygeon has become a great holiday resort. There is a 
Street called Need St, 

T have a very heavy old rifle of his he had in Canada, grooved bore. 
He could not have carried it, but probably used it when in his canoe; 
his dogs used to run deer into the lake. 

Yours sincerely 

“E. W. Chambers” 
We have four good 
heads of Canadian 
Stags. 


SELECTIONS FROM HIS JOURNAL 


[Six Years in the Bush; or Extracts from the Journal of a Settler in 
Upper Canada, 1832-1838 (London, 1838), pp. 40 et seq.] 


The distance from Peterboro’ to the [Chemong] Lake shore was about 
six miles, over which a friend kindly offered to transport my effects in 
his waggon. We started about nine o’clock in the morning; I, in my 
inexperience, believing that though the road through the forest was 
notoriously bad, a couple of hours at most would suffice for the traject: 
at the end of that time, however, we had scarcely accomplished half the 
distance when the wheels sunk so deep in a slough that two hours more 
were taken up in extricating them. The next two miles were accom- 
plished with still more difficulty, for we were obliged repeatedly to make 
a corduroy, or in other words to cut stakes and lay them horizontally 
for the wagon to pass over; but even this scheme failed at last; and at a 
mile distant from the lake our teamster declared the waggon inextricably 


There are portraits of Mrs. Need and Mary (Need) Chambers in Anne Lang- 
ton, A Gentlewoman in Upper Canada, facing p. 128, but if one of Need exists 
it is probably in the hands of the family connection in England. 
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fixed; our only chance was then to loosen the horses and load them with 
the goods, which was done; and in this manner we reached the lake at 
six o'clock in the evening, covered with mud, hungry, and exhausted. 
On regaining the waggon we made some ineffectual efforts to draw it 
out backwards, but in the end were compelled to abandon it for the 
night and make the best of our way back to the town, At day break I 
started again on foot, in company with three hired laborers, to rejoin 
the baggage at the lake side, where a boat was appointed to meet us. 
On reaching the shore no boat was in waiting, nor was there any appear- 
ance of one on the whole water; this was a bitter disappointment, and I 
fear I lost both temper and patience; but after a little time, growing 
more cool, I walked along the shore in the hope of falling in with some 
Indians and procuring a canoe: in this I was unsuccessful; but just as I 
was giving up the search in despair I observed something like a boat 
beating against a rocky headland a few hundred yards off, which indeed 
it proved to be, though apparently water-logged and rotten. Still it 
seemed a godsend; and when, with the assistance of my companions, 
who soon came up, we had got it on shore, it was pronounced by one 
of them, a carpenter, capable of being made sea-worthy in a few hours. 
It had evidently been ice-bound in the early part of the winter and aban- 
doned by its owner. We all set to work immediately, the laborers to 
caulk the gaping seams with clay and moss; I to make a paddle to steer 
by, and the carpenter to fashion a pair of oars: at length we got off, 
but my companions were wholly unacquainted with the use of the oar, 
and my practise had not extended beyond an occasional pull on the still 
surface of the Isis, at Oxford, a very different affair from encountering 
a head wind and a heavy sea on a Canadian lake in a crazy old water- 
logged boat: still, by hugging the shore and alternately cheering and 
scolding the men, some little way was made; and when, at night-fall, 
we landed to light a fire and obtain some rest, the carpenter announced 
that seven miles had been accomplished. The night was very stormy, 
and the ensuing morning, if possible, worse; so that after an ineffectual 
effort to continue our voyage it was decided to remain where we were. 
T took my gun and wandered into the forest in quest of game, while 
my companions started off to visit some Indians, of whom they procured 
a latge maskalongy or pike, which, together with a few pigeons, fur- 
nished us with an excellent supper. Towards evening the wind lulled; 
and the men being now less alarmed for their personal safety exerted 
themselves with such good will that before night-fall we brought our 
oat safely to anchor at Verulam, and I leapt ashore on my own ter- 
titory. .. . 
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August 20.—Went to Peterboro’; where a rapid improvement had taken 
place during the summer—new houses had been built, new shops 
opened, and a large influx of inhabitants had arrived, I had been so 
many weeks absent that I had forgotten to change my half-Indian cos- 
tume before I left the woods, consequently my old acquaintance recog- 
nised me with difficulty, and especially as the sun had sadly changed my 
complexion; even the boys in the street hooted as I passed. . . . 
October 6.—A Land Surveyor arrived to-day to lay out the ground plan 
of a village, which some projected public works on our chain of lakes is 
likely to call into existence on my property. We measured several lots, 
and in many instances had bidders for them immediately. One person 
proposed to open a tavern; which, if respectably conducted, will be very 
useful to the infant settlement. The intention of Government, sanctioned 
by the Legislature, is to cut a canal between Lake Sturgeon and Pigeon 
Lake for the purpose of avoiding the present dangerous river and rapids 
and connecting the navigation of the two Lakes. Such an undertaking I 
had in some degree anticipated when I selected my lot of land; but I 
had not imagined that it would have been so soon executed, or that the 
interests of our rude district could so soon have attracted public atten- 
tion. From this time I may fairly consider the value of my property in 
the market quadrupled. 

24.—Yesterday two large flat-bottomed boats arrived, with the fami- 
lies and effects of the new settlers, at the projected village. The sound of 
the axe and the hammer and the mixed voices of women and children, 
fell strangely but delightfully on my ear as I strolled along the shore this 
evening: a striking contrast to the time, only a few weeks past, when 
on the temporary absence of the woodmen I was left alone in the howl- 
ing wilderness. 

27-—An Indian camp has been formed on the opposite shore of the 
Lake for the autumn hunt: two of the men brought me a present of a 
haunch of venison, with an invitation to join them in the chase: in two 
days we succeeded in taking three deer, one of which fell to my rifle. 

30.—This morning I was favored with a visit from three Indian 
ladies, seemingly, however, under the vows of La Trappe, for not one 
word would they utter, either in English or their own language: what 
freak took them I cannot imagine, as I afterwards found that they could 
talk fast enough when they liked. 

31.—Accompanied an Indian to the forest to learn the art of barking 
squirrels: this is performed by striking the bark of the tree with a rifle 
ball, just under the animal, which is thus killed by the splintered bark 
without injury to the fur or flesh. . . . 
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May 20.—Two boats, heavily laden with work people and artisans, 
passed up the lake to day on their way to Cameron's Falls, which have 
been lately purchased by two young adventurers for the site of a saw 
mill. Sentiment is out of place in this Colony, where for many years to 
come the ornamental must give place to the profitable; the ‘;5 radéo' 
to the ‘ro xperos’; but I confess it was not without deep sorrow I learned 
that in a few weeks one of the loveliest scenes in the province would be 
destroyed. It had been a great delight, on the long evenings of the last 
summer, to sail up the lake in my canoe and pass a quiet hour or two at 
the Falls after the toils of the day were over. The Indians, whose limited 
vocabulary rarely admits an inappropriate appellation, have given them 
a name, which signifies ‘listen, what a sound’. They have however but 
a faint idea of the sublime and beautiful, and it seemed very sad that 
this spot, whose loveliness has been wasted upon the heedless eyes of 
the savage from time immemorial, should be doomed to destruction just 
as beings capable of appreciating it were beginning to settle in the neigh- 
bourhood. I must believe that these master works of nature, though 
buried in a wilderness and unobserved or unappreciated by human eye, 
are not lost, any more than the countless flowers that are ‘born to blush 
unseen’, 

In the old world we should people such a spot with fairy habitants; 
but in this cold, dull, matter-of-fact country there is no room for imagi- 
nation to work, no cherished associations or ancient recollections suited 
to feed and nourish it: all is too new and too real. I have sometimes 
attempted to trace back the records of the Indians, but they have little 
to impart: even the forest trees are not ancient, the ‘gnarled and knotted 
oak’ of the old world is utterly unknown. The lakes and the rivers in- 
deed are of yesterday, and so are the beavers; but every thing else is of 
to-day, plain matter-of-fact to-day. . . . 

June 18.—At the Rapids below the clearing I fell in to day with three 
Indians of the Mohawk tribe, returning from the chase with a quantity 
of furs. One of them was Piérre, a celebrated model of Indian symmetry. 
Indeed I do not think I ever witnessed so faultless a form and figure, 
whether for strength or beauty; I asked him if he and his companions 
had not been trespassing on the hunting grounds of my friends the 
Chippewas, to which he replied, with a scornful laugh, that ‘the Chip- 
pewas were women, and dare not look a Mohawk in the face’;—in fact, 
an ancient feud has existed for many generations between the two 
nations, which even Christianity has not succeeded in healing. The lake 
country of the district belonged of ancient right to the Chippewas, but 
some time since a portion of it was invaded and apparently conquered 
by some of the Mohawks. The Chippewas, defeated in many bloody 
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encounters, at length gave up the struggle and retired farther back into 
the forest: their quiet, however, was only the lull of the winds before 
a storm: for one night, long after their enemy were, as they imagined, 
securely settled, they came down from their retreat in overwhelming 
numbers, surrounded the wigwams of the sleeping Mohawks, and throw- 
ing firebrands into the roofs, butchered the startled inmates as they 
rushed out; neither sex nor age were spared, and it is said that scarcely 
one of the invaders survived to tell the tale of horror or exact vengeance 
from their tribe. This act of terrible but scarcely unjust retribution occur- 
red on Rice Lake, where a grass-grown mound still marks the Indians’ 
grave, Near it the settlers turn up with the plough tomahawk blades and 
arrow heads, with other implements of Indian warfare. Since that dread- 
ful night the Chippewas have never been disturbed by any aggression 
on their territory, unless, as in the present instance, by individuals; but 
nevertheless the tradition of the Mohawk’s prowess in the field has 
come down to the present generation, heightened by the colouring of 
time, and I doubt whether the whole tribe could be brought to encounter 
my three marauding acquaintance of to day in open fight: the very name 
of Mohawk is a bugbear to them, and there are few that will not turn 
pale at the mere mention of it. . . . 

July 13.—The evening being soft and still 1 got into my canoe and 
paddled up the lake to observe the progress of the works at Cameron's 
Falls. A very few weeks had elapsed since the purchase, but with more 
than the usual celerity of this wonder-working country a vast deal had 
been effected. A broad mill-dam was thrown across the stream at the 
head of the cascade to stem the current and conduct it over the wheels 
of the mill; the green meadow, which for countless ages had afforded 
the richest pasture to the wild deer, was now browsed by horses and 
cattle; and where the little copse of oak had stood, nothing remained 
but blackened stumps, interspersed by rude unsightly log houses; num- 
bers of workmen were plying their respective trades on the ground, and 
everything bore the appearance of an active and rising settlement. . . . 
March 9, Sunday.—A day ever to be marked with a ‘white bean’ in the 
annals of our settlement; for on it an humble building, which we had 
raised for the worship of God, was opened for divine service. The highly- 
esteemed clergyman of Peterboro’ consented to officiate, and never I 
believe was there a more devout or attentive congregation assembled 
within the walls of a Christian church. Some time before the hour of 
service our settlers had taken their places, the women seated, and the 
men for the most part leaning in deep thought against the walls. Several 
were in tears, and all seemed much affected with the idea of being per- 
mitted once more to worship God after the manner of their fathers, in 
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the rude wilderness; perhaps, also, they thought of friends separated 
from them for ever, who at the same hour were about to join in the 
same services with themselves, and wending their way to more costly 
but not more sincerely dedicated temples. They who are privileged to 
live within sound of the church bells, and are in the habit of attending 
their summons at stated seasons as a thing of course, can scarcely enter 
into the feelings of the exile on such an occasion as the present, for his 
habit and mode of life, together with his (in most cases) eternal separa- 
tion from all his friends, naturally leads him to rely less upon man and 
more upon his Maker. His undertakings, his successes, even the daily 
blessings of preservation and food, seem more immediately to flow from 
a particular Providence and make him serious and thoughtful. We sang 
together the Morning Hymn, and then the service was proceeded with. 
Afterwards, in the presence of the whole congregation, a number of 
young children were admitted by baptism within the pale of the Church, 
who, if it please God, shall grow up to preserve the faith as well as the 
language of their Fathers in this distant land and add one more link to 
the chain which binds the colony to the mother country. . . . 


10. J. W. DunBar Moonie (1797-1869) 


An officer and an author when he met Susanna Strickland, 
Dunbar Moodie was at once persona grata. His books, however, 
Narrative of the Campaign in Holland in 1814 and Ten Years in 
South Africa, are dull and in no respect notable. After a series of 
errors and misfortunes in Upper Canada he obtained the office of 
Sheriff of the District of Victoria (now Hastings County), and 
from 1839 until his death in 1869 the Moodies resided there. 
Though appointed by Sir John Colborne in a period of Tory ascen- 
dancy, Moodie was a personal friend of the Honourable Robert 
Baldwin, to whom, as Attorney-General, he made continual com- 
plaints and requested more lucrative posts. He was actually a 
moderate Reformer with strong views in favour of Responsible 
Government. Continually in financial and political trouble in 
Belleville, he was eventually ousted from his office by a series of 
lawsuits, Poverty and disappointment, as well as_ ill-health, 
followed. Like his wife, he contributed to literary journals, though 
frequently his articles were mere excerpts from earlier books. His 
best Canadian writing comprises a few sketches, in both verse and 
prose, of his pioneering experiences in Douro. He died in 1869. 


ASee the series of his letters, 1843-1849, in the Baldwin Correspondence, Vol. 
58, in the Toronto Public Library. 
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THE OULD DHRAGOON 
A VISIT TO THE BEAVER MEADOW, A SKETCH FROM THE BACKWOODS 


[. W. D. Moodie, Scenes and Adventures, as a Soldier and Settler, 
during Half a Century (Montreal, 1866), pp. 219-29] 


Behold that man with lanky locks, 
That hang in strange confusion o'er his brow; 

And nicely scan his garments, rent and patched, 

In colors varied like a pictured map; 

And watch his restless glance—now grave, now gay— 
As saddening thought or merry humour’s flash 

Sweeps o'er the deep marked lines, which care hath left 
‘As when the world is steeped in blackest night, 

The forked lightning flashes through the sky, 

And all around leaps into life and light, 

To sink again in darkness blacker still. 


Yes! look upon that face, lugubrious, long, 
As thoughtfully he stands with folded arms 
Amid his realm of charred and spectral stumps 
Which once were trees—but now, with sprawling roots, 
Cling to the rocks that peep above the soil. 


Aye! look again, 
And say if you discern the faintest trace 
Of warrior: bold, the gait erect and proud, 
The steady glance that speaks the fearless soul, 
Watchful and prompt to do what man can do 
‘When duty calls? All wrecked and reckless now. 


But let the trumpet’s soul-inspiring sound 
Wake up the brattling echoes of the woods, 
Then watch his kindling eye, his eagle glance, 
While thoughts of glorious fields, and battles won, 
And visions bright, of joyous hopeful youth 
Sweep o'er his soul. A soldier now once more 
Touched by the magic sound, he rears his head, 
Responsive to the well known martial note, 

And stands again a hero ’mid his rags. 


It is delightful to observe a feeling of contentment under adverse cir- 
cumstances. We may smile at the rude and clumsy attempts of the re- 
mote and isolated backwoodsman to attain something like comfort, but 
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happy he who with the buoyant spirits of the light hearted Irishman, 
contrives to make himself happy when all others would be miserable. 

A certain degree of dissatisfaction with our present circumstances is 
necessary to stimulate us to secure future comfort; but where the de- 
lusive prospect of future happiness is too remote for any reasonable 
Lope of ultimate attainment, then surely it is true wisdom to make the 
most of the present, and to cultivate a spirit of happy contentment with 
the lot assigned to us by Providence. 

Ould Simpson, or the ‘Ould Dhragoon’, as he was generally called, 
was a good sample of this happy character; and I shall proceed to give 
the reader a sketch of his history and a description of his establishment. 
He was one of that unfortunate class of discharged soldiers who are 
tempted to sell their pensions, often far below their real value, for the 
sake of getting a lot of land in some remote settlement, where it is 
only rendered valuable by the labor of the settler, and where they will 
have the unenvied privilege of expending the last remains of their 
strength in clearing a patch of land for the benefit of some storekeeper 
who has given them credit while engaged in the work. 

‘The Ould Dhragoon had fixed his abode on the verge of an extensive 
beaver-meadow which was considered a sort of natural curiosity in the 
neighbourhood; and where he managed, by cutting the rank grass in 
the summer time, to support several cows which afforded the chief sub- 
sistence of his family. He had also managed, with the assistance of his 
devoted partner, Judy, to clear a few acres of poor rocky land on the 
sloping margin of the level meadow, which he planted year after year 
with potatoes. 

Scattered over this small clearing, here and there might be seen the 
but-end of some half-burnt hemlock tree which had escaped the general 
combustion of the log heaps, and now formed a striking contrast to the 
white limestone rocks which shewed their rounded surfaces above the 
meagre soil. 

‘The Ould ‘Dhragoon’ seemed, moreover, to have some taste for the 
picturesque; and by way of ornament had left standing sundry tall pines 
and hemlocks neatly girdled to destroy their foliage, the shade of which 
‘would have been detrimental to the growth of the ‘blessed praties’, which 
he designed to grow in his clearing, but which, in the meantime, like 
martyrs at the stake, stretched their naked branches imploringly to the 
smiling heavens. 

‘As he was a kind of hermit from choice, and far removed from other 
settlers whose assistance is so necessary in new settlements, old Simpson 
was compelled to resort to the most extraordinary contrivances while 
clearing his land. Thus after felling the trees, instead of chopping them 
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into lengths for the purpose of facilitating the operation of piling them 
preparatory to burning, which would have cost him too much labour, 
he resorted to the practice of ‘niggering’, as it is called; which is simply 
laying light pieces of round timber across the trunks of the trees, and 
setting fire to them at the point of contact, by which means the trees 
are slowly burned through. It was while busily engaged in this interest- 
ing operation that I first became acquainted with the subject of this 
sketch. 

Some twenty or thirty little fires were burning briskly in different parts 
of the blackened field, and the old fellow was watching the slow progress 
of his silent ‘niggers’, and replacing them from time to time as they 
smouldered away. 

After threading my way among the uncouth logs blazing and smoking 
in all directions, I encountered the old man, attired in an old hood or 
bonnet of his wife Judy’s, with his patched canvass trowsers rolled up 
to his knees; one foot bare, and the other furnished with an old boot, 
which from its appearance had once belonged to some more aristocratic 
foot. His person was long, straight, and sinewy, and there was a light 
springiness and elasticity in his step which would have suited a younger 
man, as he skipped along with a handspike over his shoulder. He was 
singing a stave from the ‘Enniskillen Dhragoon’ when I came up with 
him: 

“With his silver mounted pistols and his long carbine gun, 
Long life to the brave Inniskillen Dragoon’. 


His face would have been one of the most lugubrious imaginable, 
with his long tangled hair hanging confusedly over it in a manner which 
has happily been compared to a ‘bewitched haystack’, had it not been 
for a certain humorous twitch or convulsive movement which affected 
one side of his countenance whenever any droll idea passed through his 
mind. It was with a twitch of this kind, and a certain indescribable 
twinkle of his somewhat melancholy eye, as he seemed intuitively to 
form a hasty conception of the oddity of his appearance to a stranger 
unused to the bush, that he welcomed me to his clearing. He instantly 
threw down his handspike, and leaving his ‘niggers’ to finish their work? 
at their leisure, insisted on our going to his cabin to get something to 
drink. 

‘On my way I explained to him the object of my visit, which was to 
mark out, or ‘blaze’, the side lines of a lot of land I had received as part 
of a military grant immediately adjoining the beaver meadow, and I 


10ne settler wrote home that he had “a hundred niggers” working for him! 
(See Guillet, Early Life in Upper Canada (Toronto, 1933), p. 277.) 
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asked him to accompany me, as he was well acquainted with the differ- 
ent lots. 

‘Och! by all manner of manes and welcome, the dhevil a foot of the 
way but I know as well as my own clearing; but come into the house 
and get a dhrink of milk an’ a bite of bread and butter, for sorrow a 
dhrop of the whisky has crossed my teeth for the last month; an’ its’ 
but poor intertainment for man or baste I can offer you, but shure you're 
heartily welcome.’ 

The precincts of the homestead were divided and subdivided into an 
infinity of enclosures, of all shapes and sizes. The outer enclosure was a 
bush fence, formed of trees felled on each other in a row, and the gaps 
filled up with brushwood. There was a large gate swung with wooden 
hinges, and a wooden latch to fasten it; the smaller enclosures were 
made with round poles tied together with basswood bark. The house 
was of the rudest description of ‘shanty’, with hollowed basswood logs 
fitting into each other somewhat in the manner of tiles for a roof, instead 
of shingles. No iron was to be seen, in the absence of which there were 
plenty of leathern hinges, wooden latches for locks, and bark strings 
instead of nails. 

Here was a large fire place at one end of the shanty, with a chimney 
constructed of split laths, plastered with a mixture of clay and cow 
dung. As for windows, these were luxuries which could well be dis- 
pensed with; the open door was an excellent substitute for them in the 
day time, and at night none were required; when I ventured to object to 
this arrangement, that he would have to keep the door shut in the winter 
time, the old man replied in the style so characteristic of his country: 
‘Shure it will be time enough to think of that when the cowld weather 
sets in” 

Every thing about the house wore a Robinson Crusoe aspect, and 
though there was not any appearance of original plan or foresight, there 
was no lack of ingenious contrivance to meet every want as it arose. 
Judy dropped us a low curtsey as we entered, which was followed by a 
similar compliment from a stout girl of twelve and two or three more of 
the children, who all seemed to share the pleasure of the parents of 
receiving strangers in their unpretending tenement. 

Many were the apologies that poor Judy offered for the homely cheer 
she furnished us, and great was her delight at the notice we took of the 
‘childer’, She set little Biddy, who was the delight of her heart, to read- 
ing the Bible; and she took down a curious machine from a shelf, which 
she had ‘contrived out of her own head’, as she said, for teaching the 
iren to read. This was a flat box, or frame, filled with sand, which 
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saved paper, pens, and ink. Poor Judy had evidently seen better days, 
but, with a humble and contented spirit, she blessed God for the food 
and scanty raiment their labour afforded them. Her only sorrow was the 
want of ‘iddication’ for the children. 

She would have told us a long story about her trials and sufferings 
before they had attained their present comparative comfort and inde- 
pendence, but, as we had a tedious scramble before us, through cedar 
swamps, beaver meadows and piney ridges, the ‘Ould Dragoon’ cut 
her short, and we straightway started on our toilsome journey. 

Simpson, in spite of a certain dash of melancholy in his composition, 
was one of those happy fellows of the ‘light heart and their pair of 
breeches’ school, who, when they meet with difficulty and misfortune, 
never stop to measure its dimensions but hold in their breath and run 
lightly over, as in crossing a bog where to stand still is to sink. 

Off then we went, with the ‘Ould Dhragoon’ skipping and bounding 
on before us over fallen trees and mossy rocks, now ducking under the 
low tangled branches of the white cedar, then carefully piloting us along 
rotten logs covered with green moss, to save us from the discomfort of 
wet feet. All this time he still kept one of his feet safely ensconced in 
the boot while the other seemed to luxuriate in the water, as if there 
were something amphibious in his nature. 

We soon reached the beaver meadow, which extended two or three 
miles; sometimes contracting into a narrow gorge between wooded 
heights, then spreading out again into an ample field of verdure, and 
presenting everywhere the same unvarying level surface surrounded 
with rising grounds covered with the dense unbroken forest, as if its 
surface had formerly been covered by the waters of a lake,—which in 
all probability has been the case at some not very remote period. 

In many places the meadow was so wet that it required a very large 
share of faith to support us in passing over its surface; but our friend 
the Dhragoon soon brought us safe through all dangers to a deep ditch, 
which he had dug to carry off the superfluous water from the part of 
the meadow which he owned. When we had obtained firm footing on 
the opposite side we sat down to rest ourselves before commencing the 
operation of ‘blazing’, or marking the trees with our axes, along the 
side-line of my lot. Here the mystery of the boot was explained. Simp- 
son very coolly took it off from the hitherto favored foot, and drew it 
upon the other, He was not a bit ashamed of his poverty, and candidly 
‘owned that this was the only boot he possessed, and he was desirous of 
giving each of his feet fair play. 

Nearly the whole of the day was occupied in completing our job, 
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in which the ‘Dhragoon’ assisted us with hearty good will, enlivening 
us with his inexhaustible fund of good-humour and drollery. 

It was nearly dark when we got back to his shanty, where the kind- 
hearted Judy was preparing a huge pot of potatoes and other ‘com- 
bustibles’, as Simpson called the other eatables, for our entertainment. 

Previous to starting on our surveying expedition we had observed 
Judy very earnestly giving some important instructions to one of her 
little boys, on whom she seemed to be most seriously impressing the 
necessity of using the utmost diligence. The happy contentment which 
now beamed in poor Judy’s still comely countenance bespoke the suc- 
cess of the messenger. 

She could not ‘call up spirits from the vasty deep’ of the cellar, but 
she had procured some whisky from her next door neighbour—some 
five or six miles off; and there it stood somewhat ostentatiously on the 
table in a ‘grey beard’, with a ‘corn cob’ or ear of Indian corn stripped 
of its grain for a cork, smiling most benevolently on the family circle 
and looking a hundred welcomes to the strangers. 

An indescribably enlivening influence seemed to exude from every 
pore of that homely earthen vessel, diffusing mirth and good-humour 
in all directions. The old man jumped and danced about on the rough 
floor of the ‘shanty’, and the children sat giggling and nudging each 
other in a corner, casting a timid look from time to time at their mother, 
for fear she might check them for being over ‘bould’. 

Is it crazy ye are intirely, ye ould Omadhawn’, said Judy, whose 
notions of propriety were somewhat shocked with the undignified levity 
of her partner: ‘the likes of ye I never seed; ye are too foolidge intirely. 
Have done wid yer diviltries, and set the stools for the gintlemans, while 
T get the supper for ye’s.” 

Our plentiful though homely meal was soon discussed; for hunger, 
like a good conscience, can laugh at luxury; and the ‘grey beard” made 
its appearance with the usual accompaniments of hot water and maple 
sugar, which Judy had scraped from the cake and placed in a saucer 
on the table before us. 

The Ould Dhragoon, despising his wife’s admonitions, gave way 
freely to his feelings and knew no bounds to his hilarity. He laughed 
and joked, and sung snatches of old songs picked up in the course of 
his service at home and abroad. 

At length Judy, who looked upon him as a ‘raal janius’, begged him 
‘to sing the gentlemens the song he made when he first came to the 
country’. Of course we ardently seconded the motion, and nothing loth 
the old man, throwing himself back on his stool and stretching out his 
long neck, poured forth the following ditty, with which T shall conclude 
this hasty sketch of the ‘Ould Dhragoon’. 
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Och! its here I’m intirely continted, 

In the wild woods of swate Mericay; 
God's blessing on him that invinted 

Big ships for our crossing the say! 


Here praties grow bigger nor turnips; 
And though cruel hard is our work, 

In ould Ireland we'd nothing but praties, 
But here we have praties and pork. 


I live on the banks of a meadow, 
Now see that my maning you take; 
It bates all the bogs of ould Ireland— 
Six months in the year it's a lake. 


Bad luck to the beavors that dammed it! 
I wish them all kilt for their pains; 

Fur shure though the craters are clever, 
“Tis sartin they've drowned my domains. 


T’ve built a log house of the timber 
That grows on my charmin estate; 

And an illegant root-house erected, 
Just facing the front of my gate. 


And I've made me an illegant pig-sty, 
Well littered wid straw an’ wid hay; 
And it’s there free from noise of the childer, 

I sleep in the heat of the day. 


It’s there I’m intirely at aise, Sir, 
And enjoy all the comforts of home; 

I stretch out my legs as I plase, Sir, 
And dhrame of the pleasures to come. 


Shure, ‘tis pleasant to hear the frogs croakin’ 
When the sun’s going down in the sky, 
And my Judy sits quietly smokin’ 
While the praties are boiled till they're dhry. 


Och! thin if you love independence, 
And have money your passage to pay: 

‘You must quit the ould counthry intirely, 
And start in the middle of May. 
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11. Susanna Moopre (1803-1885) 


Susanna, the prettiest of the Strickland girls—‘a curly headed 
emotional creature, rather Keatsian in appearance’—was the 
youngest of the six daughters of Thomas and Elizabeth Strickland 
of Sussex, England. She was the rebel of the high-Tory Stricklands, 
who were scandalized when she underwent conversion and joined 
the Methodist Society in a neighbouring village. She came back to 
the fold, however, as did her sister Sarah, piquant and unintel- 
lectual, who first married a Methodist but was subsequently able to 
retrieve the family’s lost prestige by marrying a clergyman of the 
Establishment. 

In 1831 Susanna married a half-pay officer, J. W. Dunbar 
Moodie, and the Moodies and Traills came out to Canada in 1832. 
They settled in Douro near Lakefield, but were unsuccessful as 
farmers in ‘the Bush’. The exigencies of pioneer life and the birth 
of children prevented Mrs. Moodie from employing her gift of 
authorship until about 1836-37, when she contrived to write while 
her children slept. A number of rather artificial novels of the type 
common at that time were published in periodicals and in book 
form, chiefly in the United States. She was something of a philoso- 
pher, and soon came round to the view that the world did not owe 
her or her husband a living, and that the best people were those 
who worked hard and used their talents to the peak of their ability. 
While living in Belleville, in 1847-48, the Moodies ventured upon 
a literary enterprise, the Victoria Magazine, but she is best known 
for her Roughing It in the Bush (1852) and Life in the Clearings 
Versus the Bush (1853). She died in Toronto on April 8, 1885. 


OUR LOGGING-BEE 


[Susanna Moodie, Roughing It in the Bush; or Life in Canada (Lon- 
don, 1852), Vol. II, pp. 67-83] 


‘There was a man in our town, 
In our town, in our town— 
There was a man in our town, 
He made a logging-bee; 


And he bought lots of whiskey, 
To make the loggers frisky— 


1Una Pope Hennessy, Agnes Strickland: Biographer of the Queens of England 
(London, 1940), p. 
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To make the loggers frisky 
At his logging-bee. 


The Devil sat on a log heap, 
A log heap, a log heap— 

A red-hot burning log heap— 
A-grinning at the bee; 


And there was lots of swearing, 
Of boasting and of daring, 
Ff fighting and of tearing, 

At that logging-bee. 


J.W.D.M+ 


A Logging-Bee followed the burning of the fallow as a matter of 
course. In the bush, where hands are few and labour commands an 
enormous rate of wages, these gatherings are considered indispensable, 
and much has been written in their praise; but to me they present the 
most disgusting picture of a bush life. They are noisy, riotous, drunken 
meetings, often terminating in violent quarrels, sometimes even in blood- 
shed. Accidents of the most serious nature often occur, and very little 
work is done when we consider the number of hands employed and the 
great consumption of food and liquor. I am certain, in our case, had we 
hired with the money expended in providing for the bee two or three 
industrious, hard-working men, we should have got through twice as 
much work, and have had it done well, and have been the gainers in the 
end. 

People in the woods have a craze for giving and going to bees, and 
run to them with as much eagerness as a peasant runs to a race-course 
or a fair, plenty of strong drink and excitement making the chief attrac- 
tion of the bee. In raising a house or barn a bee may be looked upon as 
a necessary evil, but these gatherings are generally conducted in a more 
orderly manner than those for logging. Fewer hands are required, and 
they are generally under the control of the carpenter who puts up the 
frame, and if they get drunk during the raising they are liable to meet 
with very serious accidents. 

Thirty-two men, gentle and simple, were invited to our bee, and the 
maid and I were engaged for two days preceding the important one in 
baking and cooking for the entertainment of our guests. When I looked 
at the quantity of food we had prepared I thought that it never could 

1J, W, Dunbar Moodie, Susanna’s husband, 
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be all eaten, even by thirty-two men. It was a burning-hot day towards 
the end of July when our loggers began to come in, and the ‘gee!” and 
‘hal’ of the oxen resounded on every side. There was my brother S—,1 
with his frank English face, a host in himself; Lieutenant— in his 
blouse, wide white trousers, and red sash, his broad straw hat shading 
a dark manly face that would have been a splendid property for a bandit 
chief; the four gay, reckless, idle sons of ——, famous at any spree but 
incapable of the least mental or physical exertion, who considered hunt- 
ing and fishing as the sole aim and object of life. These young men 
rendered very little assistance themselves, and their example deterred 
others who were inclined to work. 

There were the two R—s, who came to work and to make others 
work; my good brother-in-law,? who had volunteered to be the Grog 
Bos, and a host of other settlers, among whom I recognized Moodie’s 
old acquaintance, Dan Simpson, with his lank red hair and long freckled 
face; the Youngs, the hunters, with their round, black, curly heads and 
rich Irish brogue; poor C——, with his long, spare, consumptive figure, 
and thin, sickly face. Poor fellow, he has long since been gathered to his 
rest! 

There was the ruffian squatter P——, from Clear Lake,—the dread 
of all honest men; the brutal M——, who treated oxen as if they had 
been logs by beating them with handspikes; and there was Old Wittals, 
with his low forehead and long nose, a living witness of the truth of 
phrenology, if his large organ of acquisitiveness and his want of con- 
scientiousness could be taken in evidence. Yet, in spite of his derelictions 
from honesty, he was a hard-working, good-natured man, who, if he 
cheated you in a bargain, or took away some useful article in mistake 
from your homestead, never wronged his employer in his day's work... . 

Monaghan was in his glory, prepared to work or fight, whichever 
should come uppermost; and there was old Thomas and his sons, the 
contractors for the clearing, to expedite whose movements the bee was 
called, Old Thomas was a very ambitious man in his way. Though he 
did not know A from B, he took it into his head that he had received a 
call from Heaven to convert the heathen in the wilderness; and every 
Sunday he held a meeting in our logger’s shanty for the purpose of 
awakening sinners and bringing over ‘Injun pagans’ to the true faith. 
His method of accomplishing this object was very ingenious. He got his 
wife, Peggy—or ‘my Paggy’, as he called her—to read aloud for him 
a text from the Bible until he knew it by heart; and he had, as he said 
truly, ‘a good remembrancer’, and never heard a striking sermon but he 














1Samuel Strickland. 
2Thomas Trail, Catharine's husband. 
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retained the most important passages, and retailed them secondhand to 
his bush audience. . . . 

There was John R—, from Smith-town, the most notorious swearer 
in the district; a man who esteemed himself clever, nor did he want for 
natural talent, but he had converted his mouth into such a sink of ini- 
quity that it corrupted the whole man and all the weak and thoughtless 
of his own sex who admitted him in their company. I had tried to con- 
vinee John R— (for he often frequented the house under the pre- 
tence of borrowing books) of the great crime that he was constantly 
committing, and of the injurious effect it must produce upon his own 
family, but the mental disease had taken too deep a root to be so easily 
cured, Like a person labouring under some foul disease, he contaminated 
all he touched. Such men seem to make an ambitious display of their 
bad habits in such scenes, and, if they afford a little help, they are sure 
to get intoxicated and make a row. There was my friend, old Ned Dunn, 
who had been so anxious to get us out of the burning fallow. There was 
a whole group of Dummer Pines. Levi, the little wiry, witty poacher: 
Cornish Bill, the honest-hearted old peasant with his stalwart figure and 
uncouth dialect; and David, and Ned—all good men and true; and 
Malachi Chroak, a queer, withered-up, monkey-man that seemed like 
some mischievous elf, flitting from heap to heap to make work and fun 
for the rest; and many others were at that bee who have since found 
a rest in the wilderness: Adam T—, H—, J. M——, H. N—. 
These, at different times, lost their lives in those bright waters in which, 
on such occasions as these, they used to sport and frolic to refresh them- 
selves during the noonday heat. Alas! how many, who were then young 
and in their prime, that river and its lakes have swept away! 

‘Our men worked well until dinner-time, when, after washing in the 
lake, they all sat down to the rude board which I had prepared for them, 
loaded with the best fare that could be procured in the bush. Pea-soup, 
legs of pork, venison, eel, and raspberry pies, garnished with plenty of 
potatoes, and whiskey to wash them down, besides a large iron kettle 
of tea. To pour out the latter, and dispense it round, devolved upon me. 
My brother and his friends, who were all temperance men, and conse- 
quently the best workers in the field, kept me and the maid actively 
employed in replenishing their cups. 

The dinner passed off tolerably well; some of the lower order of the 
Irish settlers were pretty far gone, but they committed no outrage upon 








tPaynes, whose descendants are widely spread throughout Canada and the 
‘United States. Many other family names could be identified from Mrs. Moodie’s 
description, but her comments about them suggest that their descendants would 
refer them to remain anonymous, 
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our feelings by either swearing or bad language, a few harmless jokes 
alone circulating among them. . . . 

After the sun went down the logging-band came in to supper, which 
was all ready for them. Those who remained sober ate the meal in peace 
and quietly returned to their own homes; while the vicious and the 
drunken staid to brawl and fight. 

After having placed the supper on the table I was so tired with the 
noise, and heat, and fatigue of the day that I went to bed, leaving to 
Mary and my husband the care of the guests. 

We were obliged to endure a second and a third repetition of this 
odious scene before sixteen acres of land were rendered fit for the 
reception of our fall crop of wheat. 

My hatred to these tumultuous, disorderly meetings was not in the 
least decreased by my husband being twice seriously hurt while attend- 
ing them. After the second injury he received he seldom went to them 
himself, but sent his oxen and servant in his place. In these odious 
gatherings the sober, moral, and industrious man is more likely to suffer 
than the drunken and profane, as during the delirium of drink these men 
expose others to danger as well as themselves. 

The conduct of many of the settlers, who considered themselves 
gentlemen and would have been very much affronted to have been called 
otherwise, was often more reprehensible than that of the poor Irish emi- 
grants to whom they should have set an example of order and sobriety. 
The behaviour of these young men drew upon them the severe but just 
censures of the poorer class, whom they regarded in every way as their 
inferiors. 

‘That blackguard calls himself a gentleman. In what respect is he 
better than us? was an observation too frequently made use of at these 
gatherings. To see a bad man in the very worst point of view, follow 
him to a bee; be he profane, licentious, quarrelsome, or a rogue, all his 
native wickedness will be fully developed there. 


12, SiR RICHARD BONNYCASTLE 
[A VISIT TO SEYMOUR TOWNSHIP, TRENT RIVER, IN 1845 


[Bonnycastle, Canada and the Canadians in 1846 (London, 1846), 
Vol. II, pp. 235-59] 


The River Trent is a large stream, full of shallows and rapids and 
beautiful lakes, taking its rise north of the township of Somerville, in 
the Colborne District, not very far from a chain of lakes which reach the 
Ottawa on the east, and the Black River, a feeder of Lake Simcoe, and 
a tributary of Huron and the Severn, on the west. 
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‘The river Trent is strangely tortuous, but keeps almost entirely within 
the Colborne district, named after Lord Seaton, and at Rice Lake 
afforded a site for the Colonial Office to establish a flourishing colony 
a few years ago at Peterborough, and to open an entirely new and very 
rich portion of Canada West. 

This river, placed, as it were, by Nature as the connecting link of a 
great chain of inland navigation embracing the expanse of Huron, 
Ontario, and the Ottawa, opens a field of research both to the agricul- 
turist and the forester. The woods abound with the finest kind of un- 
touched timber; the land is fertile in the extreme; and the rivers, streams, 
and lakes abound with fish. In short, had the Trent Canal been finished, 
instead of the miserable and decaying timber-slides which now encum- 
ber that noble river, another million of inhabitants would, in ten years 
more, have filled up the forests which are now only penetrated by the 
Indian or the seeker after timber. 

A private individual has, however, put a steamboat upon the centre 
of the river’s course; and Mr. Weller, no doubt, finds that it pays him 
well, for the portion of Colborne district near Rice Lake is settling 
rapidly. 

The Trent Canal, or a railroad in the same direction, would lead to 
the Georgian Bay of Huron, and thus render a journey to the far West 
easy of accomplishment, as it is the most direct route from Oswego and 
New York. 

But I must journey on, and after resting at Brighton start by daylight 
and penetrate into the bowels of the land by a sandy road, which, after 
passing that village, stretches into the forest due north. 

‘Away the waggon went, not at a hand-gallop, for the sand was too 
deep for that, and, passing through woods by a tolerably good road for 
0 new a settlement, we, every now and then, at intervals few and far 
between, saw a new farm or a new log-hut. 

The day was fine, and so, having carried our provision with us, we 
halted in the deep woods upon the muddy banks of the Cold Creek to 
breakfast. A Tartar camp was visited by an English traveller somewhere 
in the dominions of the Grand Lama, and he was treated to London 
porter. So were we in the deep forest of Central Canada, for London 
porter appears to travel everywhere; and discussing it with much relish, 
we fed the horses and gave them what they liked much better, clear and 
pure water—which, indeed, I now think would have been quite as good 
for us—and waggoned on until we came to a surprising new settlement 
in the Bush, the villages of Percy and Percy Landing, where, there being 
mill ‘privileges’, as a sharp running water-stream is called in the United 
States, flour and saw-mills have been established and a very thriving 
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Population is rising both in numbers and in means. Here we dined in a 
new inn, or rather tavern, kept by a French Canadian, and then pursued 
our journey for a few miles on a decent new road amidst fine settlements 
and good farms, and, crossing a beautiful stream, plunged into the un- 
disturbed forest by a road in which every rut was a canal, and every 
stone as big as a bomb-shell at the very least. How the waggon stood it, 
and the roots and stumps of the trees with which these boulders were 
diversified, 1 am still unable to explain; for my part I walked the greater 
part of it, for the bones of my body seemed as if they were very likely, 
after a short trial, to part company with each other. 

At length, after jolting, jumping, complaining, and comforting, we 
came to a bridge near Myer’s Mills. Our conducteur, my young friend 
aforesaid, who was more used to the road, saw at a glance that some- 
thing had gone wrong with the said bridge; for it exhibited a very dis- 
orderly, drunken sort of devil-may-care aspect. 

He was too far advanced upon it to retreat, when he discovered that 
a beam or two had departed into the lively current below. With true 
backwoodsman’s energy he pulled his horses up sharp, reined them 
well up, and then, with a tremendous shout, applied the whip, and 
actually leaped horses, waggon, and passengers over the chasm, the 
remainder of the bridge groaning and saying most plainly, ‘I will not 
bear this any longer’. Next morning we heard that the whole structure 
had fallen in and disappeared. 

T have been in some danger in the course of my life; but a visit after- 
wards to this spot convinced me that one’s existence is often a sort of 
size-ace throw; and whether the six or the one comes up or goes down 
is a miracle. I never had a nearer leap for clearing Styx than this, ex- 
cepting one shortly afterwards upon the timber-slides of the Trent, at 
Healy’s Falls. 

A vast timber canal or way had been constructed here by the Board 
of Works to convey timber down a rapid without danger, the slide being 
alongside of that rapid. It was an interesting work; and with my young 
friend and two naval officers, settled in Seymour, I went to examine it. 
At the sluiceway or timber-dam was a sort of bridge composed of paral- 
lel pieces of heavy square joists and a platform; we walked along this 
Mahomet’s railway, where Azrael seemed to have established pretty 
much the same sentry as Cerberus, having two or three mouths ready 
to devour the adventurous passenger. 

The parallel pieces were about two feet distant from each other; I 
walked on one and my companions on the other, until a good view of 
the whole work and the splendid rapids was attained. Under our feet 
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at some distance was the water of the slide running on an inclined plane 
of woodwork, at a great angle and with enormous power and velocity 
into a pitch or cauldron far below. 

The day was bright, and the shadow of the parallel logs left between 
the space no view of the water underneath. They called me suddenly 
to look at the rapid, I jumped, as I thought, over the space between us; 
but my jump was into the shadow. One of the naval officers, a powerful 
man six feet and more in height, saw me jump; and just as I was dis- 
appearing between the timbers caught me by the arm and, by sheer 
muscle and strength, held me in mid-air. The other immediately assisted 
him, but my young friend became deadly pale and sick. I did not visit 
cither the slide or the cauldron; in either, instantaneous and suffocating 
death was inevitable. Reader, never leap in dark places, and look before 
you leap. My young friend looked before he leaped over the bridge with 
his span of horses, and, like a gallant auriga, guided his van without 
fear; but he told me afterwards that the cold sweat sat on his brow when 
the chasm was cleared, as much on the bridge as it did at my Quintus 
Curtius venture. By the by, did Quinte Curce, as the French so adroitly 
call him, ever leap—I doubt the fact—into the chasm which closed 
over him? . . . 

I went to a combined fishing and shooting pic-nickery, and travelled 
from Rainey’s mills and Falls all along the valley of the Trent to Healy’s 
Falls. 

‘The Trent is a beautiful and most picturesque river, rushing roaring 
along over a series of falls and rapids for miles together, and expanding 
in noble reaches and little lakes. 

Rainey’s Falls I have faintly sketched to show the soft beauty of 
some parts of this river; at Healy's Falls it is more broken. 

We went to Crow Bay, just above which the Crow River, from the 
iron mine country of Marmora, runs into the Trent. Here we found two 
friends, brothers, settled in great comfort. They had been about ten 
years in the ‘Bush’ and had excellent farms and horses equal to any I 
have seen so far in the interior, with every comfort around them. In one 
of their pleasure-boats, we embarked for the junction of the rivers, on 
which it is intended to place a town when the country becomes more 
settled. 

All is now forest excepting a very extensive and very flourishing 
settlement of twelve hundred acres, undertaken by a retired ficld-officer 
in the army, which was a grant about ten years ago for his services and 
is now worth two thousand pounds, or perhaps more since a bridge has 
been built by the provincial legislature over the Trent in order to con- 
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nect the mail route between the townships of Seymour-East and Sey- 
mour-West, as both are filling up rapidly and land becomes consequently 
dear and scarce. . . . 

The first settlers in Seymour were lumber merchants who, seeing the 
wealth of the country in pine, and oak, and ash, the great fertility of the 
soil, and the facilities afforded everywhere for erecting mills, established 
themselves permanently, and, before the agriculturists were induced to 
think of it, had removed from all land within miles of the river the only 
valuable timber that the township contained, Thus one source of profit, 
and that a very great one to the farming settler, has been destroyed, and 
the enterprising timber-merchant has established at convenient distances 
several saw-mills where his lumber is converted into plank and boards 
for the lower markets, and where he is at all times ready to saw what- 
ever timber the farmer has left into boards and planks for him, receiving 
so many feet of timber and giving so many feet of lumber, as sawed 
timber is called, taking care of himself, of course, in the exchange. 

The flour-mills at Percy proceed upon the same principle: a farmer 
brings sacks of grain and receives sacks of flour in exchange, said ex- 
change being of course three to one, or more, against him. 

Throughout Canada is this truck or barter system pursued, and very 
little money finds its way either into or out of the back townships, unless 
it be the receipts of the lumber-merchant from Quebec or the lakes. The 
lumber-merchant is, therefore, the lord of the Trent, or of any other 
great internal river whereon are new settlements; and many of them 
have amassed large fortunes. 

Thus came timber-slides instead of canal upon this splendid river, 
which must, as soon as the Murray Canal on the Bay of Quinte is un- 
dertaken, be also opened to navigation, as by it the richest part of West- 
ern Canada, both in soil and in minerals, will be reached, and a direct 
communication had in war-time from Kingston, the great naval key of 
the lakes, with Penetangueshene, and Lakes Huron and Superior. . . . 

It was somewhat melancholy, on reaching Healy's Falls, which are 
turbulent rapids of the most picturesque character with an immense 
timber-slide or broad wooden sloping canal alongside of them, to see 
the clearance in this far solitude formed by the workmen. They had 
built houses, shanties, and sheds, and had lived and loved together for 
many a month, with their families, on this charming spot. Nothing was 
in ruin: all was new, even to the window-glass; and when our party, 
after toiling away through the forest, reached the opening and saw below 
us the foaming rapids, the grand forest, the rugged banks, the timber- 
slide, and the little wooden town, we thought here at least is a well 
chosen hamlet at which we may rest awhile. 
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No smoke rose from the chimneys; not a soul appeared to greet us; 
the eagle soared above; the cunning fox, or the murderous wolf, the 
snake and the toad alone found shelter, where so many human beings 
had so recently congregated, where from morn till dewy eve the hum of 
human voices had been incessant, and where toil and labour had won 
support for so many. 

Occasionally the rude and reckless lumberman halts here whilst his 
timber is passing the slide; the coarse jest and the coarser oath are alone 
heard at the falls of the Trent, save when the neighbouring farmer visits 
them to procure a day’s relaxation from his toils and to view the gran- 
deur of creation, and, we trust, to be thankful for the dispensation which 
has cast his lot in strange places. What must be the occasional thoughts 
of a man educated tenderly and luxuriously in England, when he reflects 
upon the changes and the chances which have brought him into contact 
with the domain of the bear, of the snake, and of the lumberer! Dear, 
dear England, thy green glades, thy peaceful villages, thy thousand com- 
forts, the scenes of youth, the friends, the parents who have gone to the 
land of promise—will these memories not intrude? No where in this 
wonderful world do they come upon the mind with more solemn impres- 
siveness than in the wild woods of Canada. 


13. CHaRLEs RICHARD WeLp 
A VISIT TO THE PETERBOROUGH REGION, 1854 


[Weld, A Vacation Tour in the United States and Canada (London, 
1855), pp. 93-118] 


Immediately after leaving Coburg we plunged into the forest, through 
which the railway is carried to the [Rice] lake. Here we found a tiny 
steamer, with high-pressure engines, which snorted and splashed across 
the water to the discomfort of ducks and other birds feeding on the wild 
rice. This plant, which gives its name to the lake, grows in such pro- 
fusion as to make the water appear in many places like green pastures. 
Steering through these we drew near the wooded shore and entered the 
mouth of the Otonabee, a lazy river about a hundred yards wide, lined 
by the dense and dark primeval forest. The sail up this stream is ex- 
tremely wild and romantic. As the steamer puffed round each bend, 
flights of scared water-fowl made the river 


“Vocal in its wooded walls’, 


and passed away into the wilderness yet undisturbed by man, For, with 
rare exceptions, the forest is in a state of nature; and, even where the 
settler has broken in, his labours have made but little impression. 
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‘Captain’, said the butter-merchant, “be sure you put me out at Camp- 
bell Town.’ Shortly after this injunction the little steamer paused abreast 
of a small clearing, provided with a rude landing-place constructed of 
unhewn logs. ‘Now then, who's for Campbell Town?” exclaimed the cap- 
tain, as he threw an attenuate leathern bag lettered ‘Her Majesty's Mail’ 
to a lad in waiting with a cart. At these words the butter-merchant, 
valise in hand, came forward and begged to know where Campbell Town 
was, as no houses were visible. The question was not irrelevant, Town 
in the shape of houses there was none; a few scattered log-huts and 
shanties formed the embryo of what, doubtless, will be ere long a flour- 
ishing community. Beyond these there was nothing in sight but the inter- 
minable forest. The Yankee’s countenance fell as his vision of a thriving 
agricultural settlement was dispelled by the reality; and as he stepped on 
shore to seek his fortune we heard him uttering, ‘Wall, I'm darn’d if I 
ever see sich a town’. 

Near Peterborough the settlements increased in number and extent, 
and were of all ages, from the first stage where the prostrate trees or 
unsightly stumps told how fiercely war had been waged against the 
forest, to the period of glorious victory proclaimed by the snug house 
and homestead standing amidst green pastures or corn-fields, whose 
golden waves awaited the sickle, or stood gathered into banded sheaves, 


‘Like armies of prosperity’. 


As the steamer drew near Peterborough, and the captain pointed to the 
residence of my friend, I felt strange emotions; for it had been a day- 
dream of many years’ duration to visit him and his sister in their Cana- 
dian home. Now it was on the eve of realisation; and those who have 
enjoyed the warm welcome of affectionate friendship in a far distant 
land will conceive my feelings of joy when I passed under their roof. 
One purpose of my tour was accomplished; and, casting off the cares 
and anxieties of travel, I gave myself up for a season to quiet repose. 
‘Accompanied by two friends I left Peterborough early on a glorious 
morning for the backwoods. We travelled in a buggy, the vehicle gener- 
ally used in Canada, which, although extremely light, successfully resists 
the terrible concussions arising from the wretched roads. Our destina- 
tion was the township of Douro, about twelve miles from Peterborough, 
where I was promised a hearty welcome from Major Strickland, brother 
of the authoress of the ‘Queens of England’, who has long been settled 
in the above township. Our route lay up the left bank of the Otonabee, 
the stream not being navigable higher than Peterborough. Its dashing 
waters are, however, used for floating down logs for the lumber trade, 
and driving saw-mills. We visited the largest of these establishments, 
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about three miles from Peterborough. The machinery is on a gigantic 
scale. One hundred and thirty-six saws were working with tremendous 
velocity, reducing huge logs to planks at the rate of nearly fifty an hour. 
Instead of using files to sharpen the saws, a powerful punching machine 
is employed, which cuts fresh faces on the teeth; a process combining 
greater efficiency with saving of time. . . . 

Resuming our drive we entered the bush, now unenlivened by settle- 
ments, their absence being made painfully sensible to us by the terrible 
condition of the road. Holes masked by mud were of constant occur- 
rence. Into these our vehicle plunged with a crash, threatening to reduce 
it to atoms; but, much to my surprise, it was on each occasion dragged 
out by the willing horses, apparently uninjured. Worse, however, than 
the holes, was the dreadful corduroy composed of large logs, over which 
we bumped with a dislocatory motion, rendering it difficult to keep one’s 
seat. To avoid these bad places, we frequently turned aside into the 
bush, preferring to rough it through the tangled underwood; and occa- 
sionally drove in the bed of the river when it afforded an easier route. 
So bad, in short, was this road, that although we had only a dozen miles 
to drive, we were five hours on the way. But as our bones outlasted the 
jolting, the varied incidents were highly diverting. As we approached 
Douro, the forest gave place to clearings, affording charming views of 
the scenery of this favoured township. Presently we came to small 
houses and log-huts sown broadcast upon the land; the commencement 
of a town to which the name of Lakefield has been given, as the sheet 
of water from whence the Otonabee issues is within a short distance. 
Hastening onwards, for an ominous black cloud threatened a storm, we 
at length arrived at Major Strickland’s settlement,’ and had just time to 
get under shelter, when the thunder-cloud discharged its contents in 
torrents of rain, imparting a delicious coolness to the atmosphere. It has 
been said everything is on a larger scale in the New World than in the 
old. That the thunder is louder, and the rain heavier in Canada than in 
England is certain; at least, if what I heard and saw on this occasion 
were fair specimens of these phenomena, 

Fortunately the Major was at home, and as soon as the weather per- 
mitted we crossed the yard to his house, where we received a warm 
welcome, Dinner was immediately ordered, and as impromptu repasts 
are of constant occurrence in the bush, where even stage-coaches are 

1Lakefield,” says a Directory contemporary with Samuel Strickland’s farm- 
school, “is a beautiful little Village in the Township of Douro, on the banks of 
Katchewanoe Lake. It is the residence of a number of young’ Englishmen, who 
have come to the country with the view of learning the art of farming or ‘rough- 
ing it in the bush'.” (Directory of the United Counties of Peterborough and Vie~ 
torla for 1858 (Peterborough, 1858), p. 32.) 
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unknown, we were soon seated before fare which, if a little rough, had 
the advantage of being highly appreciated by the zest of keen hunger. 
But it would have ill accorded with my expectation or desire to have 
found luxuries in the bush, for I had come to see the life led by the bold 
settler who makes his home in the wilderness. As we sat down the 
Major’s son stepped out into the verandah and blew a long and loud 
blast upon a horn, which was answered by the arrival of half-a-dozen 
fine young men wearing loose trousers and red flannel hunting-shirts 
secured round the waist by a leather belt, from whence formidable 
knives depended. In a few minutes another party of young men made 
their appearance similarly attired. I was somewhat puzzled; for although 
I knew the Major had more than one son, I had not heard that his chil- 
dren were as numerous as those vouchsafed to the patriarchs of old. 

The mystery was explained by the Major telling me the young gentle- 
men were his pupils, whom he received into his house for a term of 
years, and instructed in various agricultural pursuits and matters re- 
lating to a settler’s life.' Thus a young man disposed to settle in the 
backwoods, by the payment of a small annual sum, has an opportunity 
of acquiring the information requisite for the successful pursuit of his 
proposed career, with the soundest practical advice in the selection of 
cleared or uncleared land; for Major Strickland is an old settler, and 
moreover agent to the Canada Land Company. And should the rough- 
ing which he has to submit to during his probation cause him to turn 
aside from his intention, he has the satisfaction of not losing his capital, 
which is too frequently sacrificed in the purchase of experience. 

‘As my friends had to return to Peterborough, and had no desire to 
be permanently engulphed in a mud hole or wrecked on the ribs of a 
corduroy during night hours, they departed in the afternoon, leaving 
me in the care of my kind host. Under his guidance I took a walk 
through a portion of the township, and was initiated into the mysteries 
of clearing land, the first business of a settler’s life. This is a tedious pro- 
cess, nine or ten years being required to get rid of most stumps. Hard 
wood stumps, such as beech, maple, oak, iron-wood, elm, &c., rot out 
in that period, but pine stumps remain sound much longer, and require 
to be either burnt out or extracted by the aid of oxen or horses. It is, 
however, when the stumps are in the ground, that the heaviest crops are 

1A biography of Mutius V. Clementi describes his emigration from England 
to New York, and gives this interesting estimate of the farm-school: “Thence he 
proceeded direct to a so-called ‘Agricultural School” at North Douro (now Lake- 
Feld), Peterborough County, operated by the late Colonel Strickland, a retired 
army officer. Many young Englishmen of good family learned the rudiments of 
practical farming as understood by the genial Colonel. They consisted chiefly in 
2 thorough training in manly sports and a fine discrimination in the selection of 


liquors." (Report No. 41 of the Ontario Land Surveyors Association, 1926, 
page 103.) 
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obtained from the virgin soil, which for some years requires no manure. 
At the same time, no wise farmer will exhaust the vegetable supersoil 
by taxing its wonderful producing properties too severely. . . . 

On our return we found the young gentlemen putting their rifles in 
order and eagerly planning a deer-hunt for the following morning. The 
woods abound with these animals, which are started by dogs and driven 
towards the lake; the sport consisting in either shooting them as they 
bound across openings in the forest, or capturing them in the water. A 
locality is assigned to every person joining the sport, where he is en- 
joined to remain until he has either the good fortune to shoot the deer. 
or is apprised that the game has gone off in another direction. 

The necessary preliminaries having been arranged to the satisfaction 
of all parties, we sat down to supper, after which songs were sung with 
fortissimo choruses; for, at the time of my visit, Major Strickland’s 
domestic establishment had not the advantage of a lady at its head. At 
the same time, I must say, social conviviality never degenerated to 
coarseness; and though the red hunting-shirts, looming through tobacco- 
smoke, gave the company a brigandish appearance, gentlemanly conduct 
was as strongly maintained as if the scene of our merriment had been a 
London drawing-room. 

As the deer-hunt was fixed for an early hour, we soon retired to rest; 
and thanks to fatigue and a good bed I was in a few minutes in the land 
of dreams, from whence I did not emerge until roused by the hunting 
party. The scene of the sport was about two miles from the house. The 
dogs were sent into the forest, and the hunters repaired to their places. 
Faithful to their instructions, they remained at their post a long time 
with their eyes ‘peel’d’, as the Yankees say, and their ears alive to the 
faintest sound. But it was not my fortune either to shoot the deer or see 
it; for, although one was started, it took a course towards the interior 
‘of the bush, into which it was pursued by the dogs. The preconcerted 
signal, a blast from a horn, set the hunters free; but before turning home- 
wards I could not resist the desire of penetrating alone into the forest. 
Carefully noting conspicuous trees, I went on until wrapped by the 
mazy folds of innumerable stems, between which daylight and gloom 
struggled for mastery. The silence, broken only by the occasional scream 
of a wild bird or the hum of insects, was painfully oppressive; and as the 
spirit of the scene grew upon me I felt how truly Goldsmith has pictured 
the lost wanderer in an American wilderness— 


‘Where beasts with man divided empire claim, 
And the brown Indian takes a deadly aim; 
There, while above the giddy tempest flies, 
‘And all around distressful yells arise, 
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‘The pensive exile, bending with his wo, 

To stop too fearful, and too faint to go, 

Casts a fond look where England’s glories shine, 
And bids his bosom sympathise with mine.’ 


A duck-shooting and fishing expedition, on which we started after 
breakfast, was attended with greater success than the deer-hunt. These 
birds in autumn are numerous, and easy of approach, as the sportsmen 
are masked by the rice-beds among which they feed. It would, indeed, 
have been easy to shoot dozens of these fowl; but we were content with 
a moderate bag, and relinquishing our guns, prepared our tackle for 
basse fishing. Stout rods and lines are requisite for this sporting and 
heavy fish, which on this occasion, I am sorry to say, we captured with 
bait. No flies were to be had; so the tourist who may be tempted to visit 
the backwoods on a sporting expedition will do well to bring a supply 
with him, 

The piscatorial wealth of the water was amazing. Standing on a raft 
constructed expressly for fishing, moored in favourable localities, we 
caught in the course of a few hours several basse weighing from two to 
four pounds each, besides numerous goodly perch and sun-fish, glorious 
in their golden splendour, which eagerly struggled for the bait with 
their finny brethren. 

But pleasant as are my associations with Lake Clear—its beauteous 
wooded isles,? around which the basse love to lead 


‘A cold, sweet, silver life, wrapped in round waves, 
Quickened with touches of transporting fear’— 


more undying memories attach to an excursion, on the last day of my 
brief sojourn at Lakefield, to visit some Indians in their lodge on an 
island in an upper lake, 

Major Strickland paddled me in his log canoe; giving me, before 
starting, strict injunctions to maintain as perfect an equilibrium as pos- 
sible, as the slightest swerve would in all probability result in precipi- 
tating us into the lake; a difficulty which promised to be increased, as 
part of our plan was to troll for maskinonge. Now as these fish are noted 
for their great size and strength, it was evident no small care would be 
requisite, should I capture one of these monsters, to keep the canoe 
steady; for matters were so arranged that, while half-reclined at one end, 
the Major, squatted on his hams, paddled at the other; and a stout 


At that time the western half of Stoney Lake, with its beautiful islands, was 
considered part of Clear Lake. 
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trolling-line was towed astern, one extremity of which was secured to 
my right arm. The bait used for maskinonge is curious; being a large 
spoon of polished metal, generally copper or brass, within the concavity 
of which a strong hook is soldered. A swivel attached to the head of the 
spoon allows it to rotate when drawn rapidly through the water; and 
whether it be that maskinonge are spoon-fed during their infancy, or 
other reason, I cannot say; but it is certain they have a great fondness 
for this glittering bait. But the reader will, perhaps, want to know what 
a maskinonge is like. Similar to the pike in shape (Esox estor of Cuvier), 
it is generally much larger; and though the weight of a fish is often its 
only title to fame, the maskinonge has the merit of being good as well as 
great. In common with the pickerel, which occupies a position some- 
where between the trout and perch, it is peculiar to the United States 
and especially to the great lakes and the northern waters, where it is 
very abundant. This I can confirm; for we had not made much progress 
before I felt a sharp twitch at my arm, quickly succeeded by a pull which 
arrested the skiff’s progress. Taking the line in my hand, I played the 
fish as well as I could, and succeeded eventually in drawing him along- 
side. To secure him was, however, quite beyond my skill, for he was of 
prodigious size. Handing the tackle to the Major, he dexterously swung 
our prize into the canoe, where he was speedily reduced to tranquillity 
by a well-administered blow on the back of his head from a small mallet. 
He weighed 22 Ibs.; and those who have captured large and strong pike 
will conceive the exciting work it was to battle with such a fellow from 
the narrow confines of a log canoe. We afterwards caught two more; 
and might have swelled the number to almost any amount had we felt 
inclined, But we could not fish and visit the Indians; so we wound up 
our lines and paddled swiftly through the bright waters. The trip was 
delightful. At the head of Clear Lake, a reach, not unlike that separat- 
ing the upper and middle Killarney lakes, occurs, studded by wooded 
islands. On one of these the Indians were camped; but there was no sign 
of life, nor could we detect amidst the dense foliage a landing-place. 

A wild whoop from my companion was answered by an Indian, who 
burst through the bush and motioned us to a little creek, where we dis- 
embarked, Following our swarthy guide, we came suddenly on a small 
clearing, in the centre of which was the lodge. A more picturesque spot 
could not well be conceived. The ground, mantled by a variety of wild 
flowers, sloped gently towards the Lake. Lofty trees shut out the oppres- 
sive sun, and a tiny brook gurgled sweetly as it leaped into daylight 
from the gloom of the forest. The lodge was constructed of birch-bark, 
open at the top for the egress of smoke. Around were various hunting 
and fishing implements. Portly fish, with strips of bear-flesh and venison 


416 THE VALLEY OF THE TRENT 


hanging on poles in process of curing, attested how efficiently these had 
been used. 

Pushing aside the buffalo-skin serving as a door we entered the lodge, 
from which, however, I was nearly driven by the dense and acrid smoke. 
The family consisted of the Indian’s wife, mother-in-law, and two girls, 
who were squatted round the fire superintending a savoury mess of 
boiled ducks, fish, and squirrels. 

The women and girls could not speak a word of English. The exces- 
sive natural simplicity of the girls and the freedom of their limbs were 
remarkable, With their naked feet, which were beautifully formed, they 
seized fragments of wood and cast them on the fire with the same ease 
as we should perform the operation with our hands. 

The whole scene was sufficiently wild and novel to be very interest- 
ing; and I sincerely recommend the tourist to turn aside from the beaten 
track to visit the Indians in the bush. He must not, however, expect to 
see the wild savage in this part of North America, The white man has 
driven him into the far west beyond the Mississippi. But though the 
Ojibeways residing in Upper Canada pass a considerable portion of the 
year in the outskirts of towns, their hunting spirit breaks forth in the 
autumn, when, casting off the trammels of civilisation, at all times 
galling and perplexing, they seck the wilderness, erect their lodges by 
the side of a lake or stream, and spend their days hunting and fishing; 
while their squaws make Indian ornaments or sew the seams of birch- 
bark canoes, for which they have a constant demand from settlers. The 
Indian whom I visited had several of these graceful boats in hand, for 
each of which he was to receive six dollars. . . . 

We returned to Lakefield in the evening; and the following day my 
Kind host drove me to Peterborough. On our way he frequently ex- 
patiated on the state of the road, which I thought wretched, but which 
he contrasted with the condition of things when it took him an entire 
day to journey from Peterborough to his home in the bush. 





14. COLONEL SAMUEL STRICKLAND PRESENTS DIPLOMAS 
[“Katchewanoonka Herald”) 


Last Thursday Lieut Col. Strickland granted Diploma’s to two of his 
pupils, T. B. Allen Esq and W. P. Band. The Former Gentleman passed 
a highly creditable Examination and as a proof of what high esteem 
he is held the next day he received the appointment of Steward over the 
Estate of the Rev. P. S. Warren. Mr Band was not so fortunate we 
believe, not so much from want of abilities, but from too great a con- 
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Courtesy of George M. Douglas 
AGRICULTURAL DIPLOMA 


‘This item from the manuscript newspaper circulated in the Lakefield district 
in the late eighteen-fifties makes fun of “the gallant Major” and his Agricultural 
School for budding Canadian backwoodsmen. The writing is by T. B. Allen, who 
stands behind W. P. Band as he receives his diploma. J. E. Beatty, another pupil, 
is the artist. The banner at the left bears the inscription pIPLOMAS FOR EVER. 
‘This unique material is reproduced by courtesy of George M. Douglas of Lake- 
field, in whose possession is a fragmentary file of the “Katchewanoonka Herald.” 





fidence in himself, and therefore not studying sufficiently; Mr Band is 
much cut up about it, but idleness always meets its reward; he was 
nearly losing an extremely advantageous situation with E. Leigh Esq. 
who of course could not receive him without his diploma; the un- 
fortunate youth is now staying at the hospitable mansion of J. E. Beatty 
Esq., who is attempting to eradicate those pernicious seeds of idleness 
which have been sown on a too fertile mind. 


15. Captain Horton Rays 
[A VISIT TO PETERBOROUGH AND LAKEFIELD, 1860 

[“Morton Price”, A Theatrical Trip for a Wager! through Canada and 
the United States (London, 1861), pp. 60-9] 

From Port Hope we journeyed north to Peterborough. This is a 
portion of my journey that I look back to with much pleasure. I, by 
this time, began to see my way. My winning the wager was a certainty, 
bar accidents or ill-health. We were gradually getting into the ways of 
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the country and the habits of the people, and, strangely enough, so it 
then seemed to us, the farther we got into this strange land, the more 
Englishified it became; at least, as far as the inhabitants were concerned. 

So, be it understood, I did not go to Peterborough for the purpose of 
increasing my professional receipts, (though, as luck had it, I did to 
some extent, most unexpectedly, and as will be seen); but rather to 
investigate a little life amongst the backwoodsmen, and what I saw I 
will now relate. Peterborough, which is quite a frontier town, there 
being no other pretention to the term ‘town’ north, or beyond it, is a 
most eccentric-looking place. Though quite in its infancy, it appears to 
have grown prematurely aged—a sort of young child with an old man's 
face. 

A few years ago its site was a wilderness. Now there's, I don’t know 
how many, but a good lot of people there. Of course the greater number 
of the houses, especially the large ones, or those intended to have been 
large, are, and are likely to remain, in an unfinished state. . . . 

At Peterborough I was destined to meet an old friend with a new 
face; he was at Eton with me, and was then and there a very pretty 
boy; and being of a retiring mild nature, I had often on more than one 
occasion taken his part against some juvenile bully. He had come to 
Canada to learn farming. ‘Heaven save the mark!’—and was studying 
‘away out’ at a place called Douro, about twelve miles off. 

The pretty, retiring, mild youth, had changed into a big-bearded, 
brawny, bellowing back-woodsman. I never saw such a creature. (I 
told him so; so, of course, I may you.) If you can fancy Ben Caunt, 
with an enormous red beard, whiskers, and mustachios, in a Glengarry 
cap, a red flannel shirt, loose leather breeches, and a pair of knicker- 
bockers, you have (barring the nose) a good likeness of my friend 
(what shall I call him?)—'Blazes!” 

When he discovered my ‘little game’, as he called it, nothing would 
satisfy him but that we must and should give our Entertainment in 
Peterborough. ‘He would bring in all his friends from Douro, he would 
keep them and himself perfectly sober until it was all over; and if every- 
body in Peterborough didn’t come he'd know the reason why!” dec., &c., 
&c, To such powerful arguments we could but succumb, and, much to 
our surprise, we discovered that there was a little amateur theatre in the 
town, called ‘White’s Room’, At this time I had just written a new enter- 
tainment, called A Scene in the Highlands, and being anxious for a re- 
hearsal, and having little dread of Peterborough critics, we ‘concluded’ 
to play, and did so, with suck success, and to such crowded and respect- 
able audiences (whether owing to our friend Blazes’ persuasion or 
threats I know not), that not content with two nights, we played four! 
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I thought Lucille’s! hearers would never be satisfied with ‘Ever of thee’, 
‘Annie Laurie’, and ‘I'm sitting by the stile, Mary’. They would have 
her back, time after time; and I think if J had been exiled there I should 
have done the same. Blazes persisted in crying over ‘I’m sitting by the 
stile, Mary’, and said he was an Irishman, though I know he used to be 
a Londoner. This, however, was late in the evening. 

Having thus paid our way, and a little to spare, I determined on a 
slight relaxation from mental labour, and ditto a little in the body. 
Douro, I have said, is a ‘diggings’ some twelve miles from Peterborough, 
and is a regular stronghold of sucking farmers. Suckers, and no mistake! 
Their powers of suction would astonish a Pitman! 

Well, this Douro is right in the bush, and if any of my readers should 
journey from Peterborough to Douro they'll wonder how it ever got 
there; a more villainous road I never travelled, though my friend Blazes 
(of course), and also his friend (another long but not so rough-looking 
customer, who had something to do with the lumber—ic. timber trade), 
declared ‘ ‘twas nuts to what it was!” 

I was glad that a slight cold prevented Lucille from being one of the 
party, though that fact prevented me from staying to see and do alll that 
I should have wished. A deer hunt, of course, we had—that is to say, 
the dogs had, and having, I suppose, ‘By raison of being a stranger’, as 
a bona fide Irishman of the party said, been put in a ‘convaynient’ posi- 
tion—which meant that I could neither see or be seen—and told to 
keep my eyes and ears open and my mouth shut, I had my first and last 
acquaintance with a Canadian Deer Hunt. . . . 

Breakfast at seven. ‘Any head-ache?” ‘No?’ ‘What do you say to 
fishing?” 

“Why, you know’, I said, ‘that was what I came here for.” 

‘And the whisky?” 

“Bother the whisky!” 

“Well, you were “tight”;’ and I shall tell your friends that I took care 
of you.” 

The speaker was so utterly ‘sewn up’ some two hours before the party 
quite dispersed, that he slept where he fell, and never ‘turned in’ at all. 

Fishing, some two or three of us went; and if I at all astonished these 
rough sons of Englishmen with my ‘pop-gun’, I did so still more with 
my rod. It was an ordinary trout rod, made by an old fellow named 
Hucklebridge, in Bath, (one that I have fished with over fifteen years), 
and with a few sewin flies (my friends used bait), I succeeded in land- 
ing, or rather in boating, for I fished principally from the latter, thirteen 
bass—a fish neither a salmon, a trout, nor a grayling, but (with a dash 

AThis was Rhys’s actress-companion on the American trip. 
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of the porpoise) a little of all combined. They averaged three pounds 
apiece. But, bless you! a good old English trout of that weight would 
have made my ancient piece of hickory bend its back a little more than 
any of them did. 

‘They were, however, good fun. There was a nice breeze, and the 
thing was new; and that goes a long way towards temporary satisfaction. 

Blazes was a great hand at a canoe, and after I was tired of fishing he 
insisted on paddling me up a lake, I forget the name, where he said he 
had appointed to meet an Indian. 

“What—a real live Indian?” 

‘I believe you, my bo-hoy!” 

Now I had often wished to see an Indian, and, like most things that 
one wishes much to see, when I did see one I didn't think much of it. 

‘The dark and almost indecent individual we were in quest of, made 
a sudden appearance in answer to an unearthly screech from the lungs 
of my Charon as we neared the shore of a thickly-wooded eyot. Paddling 
over the tiny waves with a marvellous rapidity in a similar unsafe look- 
ing concern to that we were in, he came alongside; and after an inter- 
change with Blazes of a few words in French and Chinese—at least it 
sounded like it—and an awful lot of grimaces, he pointed at me with 
the spoon end of his paddle, saying, or rather shouting, ‘Hi-phiz, cock- 
onoscrummery!’ or words to that effect, and darted off; and, much to my 
surprise, we after him! 

“Where are you going?’ I asked. 

‘Going! Going to introduce you to my father-in-law, that is to be!” he 
answered, paddling away with all his might. 

“Your what?” 

"Yes; it's all right! That’s my wife’s brother, on ahead, there!” 

‘Get out!’ I exclaimed, forgetting I was in a canoe, and bestowing a 
kick on his shins. 

“By G—d!’ was his reply, ‘we shall both get out sooner than we can 
get in again, if you come any of those games. Sit still, man!—you are 
not in bed!? 

Thus admonished, I collapsed. 

We shortly reached a large raft moored along-side a steep bank, the 
bank itself being nearly hidden from view by overhanging trees and 
bush. Blazes here pulled up, and told me (this time) to ‘Get out!'—a 
performance of no easy accomplishment, Canoes are the most slippery 
things in creation—our outriggers are jolly-boats to them, Out, however, 
T got, after a deal of wibble-wobbling; and Blazes paddled oft some- 
where out of sight, much to my momentary discomfiture. He, however, 
quickly appeared on the bank overhead, and from thence directed me 
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to a flight of steps, or rather stones, which I had not until then perceived. 
I ascended, and found myself on a little green knoll with large tree 
stumps here and there, and studded around with huts apparently made 
of logs and bark of trees. Well, I never!—I was actually in an Indian 
encampment! There were men and women, and children and dogs; and 
Blazes seemed on intimate terms with all. 

He presently introduced me to a venerable-looking old picture card, 
wrapped—although it was very hot—in a buffalo skin, and squatted on 
his haunches smoking a red clay pipe with a profusely ornamented stem. 

‘Father-in-law’, he said, ‘this is my friend—a mighty hunter in Eng- 
land—a great warrior in many lands—and a jolly good fellow!” 

This correct description, being given in English, not a word, of course, 
the old gentleman would have understood but for the expressive pan- 
tomine with which it was accompanied. It, however, evidently impressed 
the aged Ojibbeway that I was somebody; and he thereupon set up a 
howl of welcome and beckoned me to squat. This, imagining myself 
tolerably secure, I did, and looked about me; and thereupon saw the 
retreating form of Blazes on the point of entering one of the huts. Now 
Thad no intention of being left with this old heathen, so I made tracks 
after him, and affectionately taking his arm I requested Blazes to bear 
the same in mind. He looked annoyed—which, however, did not affect 
me in the least, and we entered together. 

There were only two occupants—a frightfully plain specimen of an 
aged female, and a girl of about fifteen or sixteen, They were both em- 
ployed in embroidering velvet with beads. Immediately the younger of 
the two saw my companion she sprang up, and jumped into his arms, 
and in (as far as I am a judge) very fair French welcomed him, said 
she had been expecting his visit; and it was evidently a lover's meeting. 
I must describe her. She had very little on; what she had, appearing to 
me to be a blue serge petticoat with some sort of embroidery round the 
skirt, over which was a dingy white ‘cutty sark’, confined at the waist 
with a beadwork embroidered girdle, and over this a man’s work-a-day 
cloth jacket with large mother-o’-pearl buttons! Her hair was jet black, 
with a sort of oily look about it I didn’t quite like; but, lor! she had 
enough for a dozen women—I never saw such a magnificent mop! If she 
had put it @ Anglaise into a net at the back of her head she would 
never have seen her toes again! Her complexion was brown—yes, 
brown—the brown of the ripe filbert. Her nose was perfect, if not 100 
small;—her mouth a little large. But—murder! such red lips and white 
teeth you almost wished it larger that the vermillion and the pearl might 
show the more;—and her eyes—well, there I am beaten. Suffice it to 
say, that I never saw such eyes for black ones. I dreamt of them more 
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than once afterwards. Her head was beautifully put on; and her legs, 
which were naked to the knee, were the moral of Louise Leclercq’s 
brown silk stockings. I never could see any beauty in a naked foot— 
especially when the sole was as hard as nails—so I'l leave her foot 
alone—excepting to say it looked very small. 

But I am over-spinning my yarn. These were the wife and grand- 
daughter of the old gentleman whose society I had so rudely declined. 
Blazes! was desperately in love with the girl; it seems he had some 
months previously picked her out of the water as she was vainly en- 
deavouring to right her canoe, which had topsy-turvied. They swim like 
corks (the women, I mean); but she was nearly exhausted with her 
efforts, being very young; and would most likely have been drowned but 
for Blazes’ assistance. Of course, the old ones were immensely grateful 
for the preservation of their ‘che-ild’; and would have tattoed, or other- 
wise ennobled Blazes upon the spot had he wished it. But he didn’t: 
he made himself, however, a sort of godfather to the young Naiad, and 
had succeeded in teaching her French and a smattering of English; and 
I think he said she could write ‘a tolerable fist’. 

We stayed until our watches warned us to be off—for darkness in 
Canada, like the thunder-storm, comes on you bang—without the pre- 
lude of twilight; and I didn’t care much about remaining after nightfall 
in this wild region, even under the wing of Blazes. Had there been a 
twin Naiad I might have been reconciled; but there wasn't. 

I shall ever remember our homeward voyage through the beauty of 
that night. Squatted in the stern of the canoe, with a delicious pipe of 
tobacco in my mouth, I watched the deep shadows of the bush-covered 
shore as the moon rose—full, large, and red—lighting up the waters but 
throwing land and forest into deeper gloom. My companion paddled 
leisurely along, playing, as it were, with the sparkling water; and our 


3George M. Douglas, an authority on the district, believes H. Pierce (or Pearce) 
is the farm student referred to by Rhys. He is frequently mentioned in the manu- 
script newspaper ‘Kachewanoonka Herald’, which the students circulated between 
1855 and 1859 and of which Mr. Douglas has some copies. Among items written 
in satirical vein by Thomas Balguey Allen is one quipping Pierce for deserting 
Fanny his dog, and observing that 

“Our Gentleman Hero no longer will take ob- 

Servation of any but pretty Miss Jacob”; 
and the concluding verse runs 

“"f a Bride you take home of the Indian breed, 

Your father and mother would sorrow indeed; 

So repent, foolish youth, take warning, be sure 

That if you must marry don’t marry a squaw.” 
‘The Jacobs and Irons were among the Indians of the district, and they were at 
that time encamped opposite Colonel Strickland’s where the Lakefield Park 
now is. 
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[61] CAPT. CHARLES RUBIDGE 
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[74] SAMUEL STRICKLAND 
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training Canadian backwoodsmen 


Courtesy Gorse M. Dovstas 





[75] THE STRICKLAND HOME IN FULL 





[76] CAPT. CHARLES RUBIDGE 


(1786-1873) 
A noted pioneer in old age, 1870 


(78] SIR RICHARD BONNYCASTLE 
(1791-1847) 
Author who visited Seymour Township 





[80] J, W. FITZGERALD 
(1828-1901), 
Prominent early surveyor 





[77] REV. ANSON GREEN 
(1801-1879) 
Early Methodist circuit-rider 





[79] GERALD HAYWARD 
(1847-1926) 
Famous as a painter of miniatures 





[81] EDWARD C. CADDY 
(1815-1897) 


Surveyor and artist 


Es. 
[82] ARCHIBALD LAMPMAN 
(1861-1899) 
Poet who spent his boyhood at Rice 
Lake 








[84] PAUL KANE 
(1810-1871) 
Famous Canadian artist 





Courtey Mex, Robert Sealy 
[86] ELIZABETH AGNES AND. 
RHODA ANNE PAGE 
Poets of Cobourg and Rice Lake 









[83] GEORGE Copway 
(1819-1863) 
Rice Lake Indian missionary and poet 


[85] CHARLES FOTHERGILL 
(1782-1840) 
Early settle nd ornithologist of 
Port Hope and Rice Lale 


[87] FREDERICK P. 
RUBIDGE (1806-1898) 
Poet and surveyor 





[88] PETERBOROUGH FROM WHITE'S TAVERN 


‘Ane Langton 





Ha, Porey Bxcings «29 


asi Hal 





[89] PETERBOROUGH IN | 
Capt. Hall made this sketch with the Camera Lucida 


My 


‘Courtesy Royal Ootario Museum (Charla Fotheral 


[90] PORT HOPE IN 1819 
Looking south from Fothergill's grounds towards Lake Ontario 
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little bark went bobbity-bobbity, as much as to say ‘I should just like to 
pitch you two out, you seem so jolly lazy!” 

Blazes was evidently buried in a brown study, and I didn’t care much 
about interrupting him. I, too, was thinking—thinking of a picture I 
had somewhere seen of a very dark girl and a very fair one;—and wish- 
ing that I were an artist that I might put on canvas the darkest and the 
fairest beauty in creation. Heigho! 

Nothing occurred to disturb the even tenur of our way; and on we 
went, paddling and puffing—an occasional snatch of a song on my part, 
and a melancholy effort at a second on his, alone mingling with the 
gurgling of the water at the bow of the canoe and the hum of many 
insects in the air. We arrived at the landing-stage, and there found a 
servant waiting with a trap and, what much gladdened my eyes, a bottle 
of whisky, for we long since finished the flask that accompanied us. We 
had only a few miles to go to ‘Blazes’ Park’—as I termed his few acres 
of clearing—and whether it was the whisky or jolting I know not, but 
Blazes at last opened his mouth and blurted out, ‘I say, old fellow, I'm 
going to marry that nigger lass!” 

‘Marry?’ I said, putting the bowl end of my pipe in my astonishment 
to my lips—‘the devil!” 

‘Nearly as black, certainly’, he replied, mistaking my exclamation; 
“but there’s more of the angel in her than the devil—anyhow! 

‘My dear man, I didn’t mean that- : 

‘No, no; I know. Of course you'll laugh; but mark my words: if you 
ever come to Douro again you'll find that girl in my house—my lawful 
wife!” 

He made his words good; for in spite of the jeers of his wild band of 
companions he carried her off one fine night and married her by book 
and candle (Blazes is a Roman Catholic); and, as he is next heir to 
many a broad acre in ‘Merrie England’, it is just possible I may yet 
again see the heroine of this little yarn, and presiding over a very differ- 
ent establishment to that in her Indian home, 
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HERE IS a distinct difference, if often subtle and frequently 

arbitrary, between poetry and verse; and it is equally apparent 
that the beauty of either is often merely in the eye of the beholder. 
In the old Newcastle District there were several inhabitants who 
have considerable claim to the name and fame of “poet,” and many 
others who were clever versifiers. Notable among the former is 
Rhoda Anne Page, whose poetical compositions, although almost 
unknown to modern readers, have been praised by both her con- 
temporaries and competent critics. Forgotten in this generation is 
The Ojibway Conquest, an epic poem by the Rice Lake Indian, 
George Copway. That Copway, though scarcely a generation re- 
moved from savagery, should be an author is remarkable enough, 
but that he should produce a work with as much beauty of narrative 
and grace of style as this story of the Wen-di-go, Me-gi-si, and 
Me-Me—and still be unknown—is a reflection upon Canadians. 
His friendship with the poet Longfellow is not the least interesting 
incident in his career. In addition to those whose verse is repre- 
sented here, many others contributed fugitive poems to the Cobourg 
Star and other newspapers, and to the various literary periodicals 
of the day. Included among them are many of merit printed anony- 
mously or with initials only. The amount of “literary” material in 
the periodicals of that period is indicative of the general standard 
of readers’ taste, though it is equally apparent that, due to restricted 
education, subscribers to newspapers and magazines comprised but 
a small proportion of the population. Like the government of the 
day, this enjoyment of literary and cultural excellence was pre- 
dominantly aristocratic, not democratic, but it formed a solid basis 
for general education and intellectual advancement. 


1, FREDERICK PRESTON RuBIDGE (1806-1898) 


Frederick Rubidge was born in London, England, on March 10, 
1806, one of five sons of Robert and Eleanor Rubidge and a half- 
brother of Captain Charles Rubidge, second settler in Otonabee 
Township, 1820. He came to Canada about 1825 with two younger 
brothers and studied surveying, probably under Major Samuel 
Wilmot, a prominent surveyor in the district. In 1831 he received 
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his certificate, locating first in Peterborough but a few months later 
in Cobourg, where he was active also in literature and amateur 
dramatics, as is apparent from the columns of the Cobourg Star in 
the years 1831-1833. As a result of the successes of “The Gentlemen 
Amateurs of Cobourg,” a similar association produced plays in 
Peterborough. In 1836 he married Jane Boswell of Cobourg. 
Among the important surveys in which he participated were the 
first for the Cobourg Rail Road Company, 1835, and several 
related to northerly townships and the Trent Canal. His verse is 
largely patterned after that of Pope and other eighteenth-century 
poets, with but little of the Romantic influence, and much of it 
was caustically anti-Reform.’ In his later life he resided in Ottawa 
and Montreal, and died in 1898 at the age of ninety-two. 


‘MITHER MAY PEEP 
[Cobourg Star, November 22, 1831] 


Na’ gang, laddie—Mither may peep, and thee spy out, 
For partin-time’s past, when ye hame was to win; 

Should she catch thee thus hugging me, lack! how she'd cry out; 
‘Then hie awa’, laddie, lest mither pop in. 


Her e’e wi’ suspicion 0” somethin will glisten, 
My braw gown all tumbled, and hair out o° pin. 
She'll ask for my knitting, ye've stolen—Oh! listen! 
Pray hie awa’, laddie, ‘ere mither glide in. 


Na’ be not sae foolish—I'll gie ye my promise, 
Niest time ye shall kiss me, but don’ now begin; 
She'll want her wee supper, and—harkee! she come is! 
hie thee hame, laddie, ‘ere mither glide in. 


Slink down by the paddock, where oft ye ha’ tarried, 
To coax me as now—Oh, ye lads mak us sin! 
‘Well, well then, to-morrow wi’ ye I'll be married; 
‘So gie o'er your teazing—Hush!—rin, laddie! rin! 


SONNET—RIVER OTONABEE 
[Cobourg Star, September 6, 1831] 
Stream of the wilderness, at whose far source 


‘The fierce wolf lappeth, or awaits his spoil, 
Thro’ ages rolling thy ignoble course, 


1See the biography and collection of his verse, in typescript in the Toronto 
Public Library, compiled by Edwin C. Guillet. 
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But now to flow with corn, with wine, and oil. 
‘Time was, dark river, when thy current bore 
None other burthen than the frail canoe; 

Or when the wild deer, snorting from the shore, 
Deep plung’d him where the floating lilies grew. 
Then came the Explorer from yon eastern main. 
Tracking Cabotia’s* streams, he looked on thine; 
‘The Emigrant close follow'd in his train, 

‘And other barks sail’d "tween thy banks of pine. 
‘Their sway the Indian Nereides now resign, 

‘And maids from England’s Thames upon thy marge recline.t 


THE DROWNED EMIGRANT! 
[Cobourg Star, November 14, 1832] 


On the sand of the shore, a bloated corpse, 

He lay where the waves had thrown him; 
No wail of the widow lamented his loss, 

No friend stood by to own him. 


Yet was he unknown? Ah no! for his ways 
Had been one wild course of error; 

And some there were who remember’d the days 
‘When his name was a name of terror. 


He fled—for the life his treach'ry prolong’d, 
From a hundred hands was in danger: 

He was cast at the feet of the man he had wrong’, 
As tho’ heav'n were that man’s avenger. 


Why miss'd the Atlantic-shark his prey? 
Why wander'd he hither to perish?— 

To yield, in the judgment which snatch'd him away, 
‘A warning for us to cherish. 


‘And thus when injuries prompt our hate, 
When we feel with revenge excited, 

Let us think of this poor drowned wretch? and his fate, 
‘And look to be heav'n-requited. 


‘From Sebastian Cabot, the discoverer. 

1The poet is thinking, no doubt, of the wife and daughters of his brother, 
Captain ‘Charles Rubidge, who settled on the shores of the Otonabee in 1820. 

“The subject of this poem is James Demsey, an Irish emigrant from Queen's 
County. In October 1832 the steamer Willidm IV landed passengers at the 
Cobourg wharf in a heavy sea, and two men were washed overboard by huge 
waves as the ship was turning out into the lake. They were drowned, and the 
body of Demsey was found half buried in the sand about half a mile west of the 
harbour, on the property of James Calcutt, who had left Ireland to escape ruin 
at the hands of a band of marauders called White Feet, led by Demsey. It would 
be difficult to find a more remarkable coincidence. 
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2. Tuomas Carr (1780-1860) 


Thomas Carr, who was born in Scotland and spent ten years of 
his youth in the West Indies, emigrated to Upper Canada with his 
brother Andrew in 1819. They were among the first settlers in the 
following year in the Township of Otonabee, where they were the 
original owners of the entire site of the village of Keene, on Indian 
River. Soon afterwards Andrew Carr was killed by a falling tree. 
District councillor, postmaster, road commissioner, and justice of 
the peace, Thomas Carr was always a man of prominence in Otona- 
bee. When the Cobourg Star was established in 1831 he became 
among the earliest contributors of literary material to its columns. 
In his latter years he became melancholy and depressed, and his 
death by suicide on November 1, 1860, closely paralleled that of a 
friend whose death had inspired an elegy thirty years earlier. 
Like many another worthy, he was buried on his own land, and the 
present owner of the property still points out, between the house 
and the barn, the grave of the founder of the village of Keene. 


ELEGY 


On the death of a favorite cat, who spent a long and apparently happy 
life in the faithful discharge of her humble but useful duties. 


[Cobourg Star, September 7, 1836] 


Poor Puss has paid great Nature's debt— 
A debt we all must pay, 

Howe’er we mortals toil and fret, 
‘As fast our lives decay. 


‘Whilst wintry blasts were howling round, 
‘And dark’ning all the sky, 

While snow’s deep mantle deck’d the ground, 
Poor Puss was left to die. 


Her mistress, cruel and ingrate, 
Sought a far-distant home, 
‘And Puss abandoned, hapless fate, 

In solitude to roam. 


‘The mice had sought their dark retreat, 
No squirrel gamboll’d round, 

‘The birds had winged their distant flight, 
And milder climates found. 


Deep wand'ring through the pathless waste, 
I saw her slender form; 

Tran to hail my stranger guest, 
‘And shield her from the storm. 
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Debarred of speech her thoughts to tell, 
She, purring, shewed her bliss; 

No pris‘ner rescued from his cell 
‘Could warmer thanks express. 


Winters twice seven have shed their snow, 
Yet still she shared my cot; 

Of ev'ry pilf'ring knave the foe, 
Nor sought a happier lot. 


A longer life Puss could not crave; 
Death dealt the fatal blow 

‘That ends the coward and the brave, 
‘And lays the fav'rite low. 


Farewell; my humble, faithful friend, 
Thy fate I need not mourn; 

My years, like thine, must have an end, 
My frame to dust return. 


Let all who read my artless lays, 
Full gently treat thy kind; 

‘Such faithful service merits praise 
From ev'ry grateful mind. 


MY HAME 


By a settler in Otonabee Township, probably Thomas Carr 


[Cobourg Star, December 27, 1831] 


I canna ca’ this forest hame, 
It is nae hame to me; 

lik tree is suthern to my heart, 
‘And unco to my e’e. 


If I cou'd see the bonny broom 
On itka sandy know’; 
Or the whins in a’ their gowden 
pride, 
‘That on the green hill grow: 


If I cou’d see the primrose bloom 
In Nora's hazel glen; 

And hear the linties chirp and sing, 
Far frae the haunts of men: 


If I cou'd see the rising sun 
Glint owre the dewy corn; 

‘And the tunefu’ lavrocks in the sky 
Proclaim the coming morn: 
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If I cou'd see the daisy spread 
Its wee flowers owre the lee; 
Or the heather scent the mountain 
breeze, 
And the ivy climb the tree; 


If I cou’d see the lane’ kirk yard, 
Whar’ frien’s lie side by side: 
And think that I cou’d lay my 
banes 
Beside them when I died: 


Then might I think this forest 
hame, 
And in it live and dee; 
Nor feel regret at my heart's core,t 
My native land, for thee. 


3. CAPTAIN GEORGE ARUNDEL HILL 


VERSES FOR THE TWENTY-FOURTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
BATTLE OF WATERLOO? 


{Cobourg Star, June 19, 1839] 


This morning brings a festival to Britain’s triple shore, 
‘The mimicry of war is seen, the thund'ring cannons roar; 
Her merry bells peal rapidly, gay streamers meet the view, 
It is her day of triumph on the plains of Waterloo; 


Around her youthful Queen are met the high-born of the land, 
While there, in gorgeous warrior garb, a hundred chieftains stand; 
And he, the victor-chief, is there, and starts to find how few 

His eye can count, in that proud throng, who fought at Waterloo; 


Where are the rest? Where should they be, but where all that live must lie? 
For Time is gleaner to the sword, and takes what it passed by; 

His path is land and ocean; and his step, though soft as dew, 

Effaces all it treads upon, and will tread on Waterloo; 


“Twas not the weak, in heart or arm, that Britain conquered then, 
But the flower of France’s chivalry, well-trained and gallant mé 
Then honor to the victors, and to the vanquished too, 
For gallantly they struggled on the plains of Waterloo! 





This is the source of the title of a recent play by Robertson Davies of Peter- 
borough. 

2Captain Hill, who had served with Wellington at Waterloo, wrote the verses 
in 1838. He speaks for many veterans who had settled in the wilds of Canada, 
giving up their small pensions for land that sometimes proved almost useless. 
He himself was settled near Clear Lake on rocky land that has remained an 
abandoned farm to this day. 
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‘There wakens revelry tonight in many a princely hall, 

‘Where the battle will again be fought, again will Picton fall; 

The shout, the charge, the closing shock, will many a voice renew, 
‘And wine-cups will be drained to those who fell at Waterloo. 


Oh! in that hour of patriot pride, of music and of song, 

Will not there be one generous heart to feel a soldier’s wrong? 
One tongue of honesty and zeal to bring that wrong to view, 
And claim a late redress for men who bled at Waterloo? 


Before thine eyes had seen the light, VICTORIA, Queen of Isles; 
They bled to guard the jewelled crown that shades thy brow of smil 
And later, when a foe appeared, to watch that crown they flew, 
‘And its gem of Canada was kept by men of Waterloo! 





©, speak the word; they look to thee to cheer their life’s cold eve, 

For want and age have crushed them down in the wild woods where they 
grieve; 

©, speak, and let them have again the boon which away they threw, 

And greater will be thy glory than was theirs at Waterloo! 





‘The purest wreath the conqueror boasts is stained with earthly leaven, 
The widow's shriek, the orphan’s cry, go with his name to heaven; 
And lovelier “tis in heaven’s sight, one generous act to do, 

Than to wear the proudest medal which was won at Waterloo. 


4. Dr. James Haskins (1805-1846) 


Born in Dublin in 1805 and a graduate of Trinity College, Dr. 
Haskins emigrated to Upper Canada in 1834. He engaged in his 
profession first in Belleville, then at River Trent or Trent Port 
(later Trenton), and subsequently in the Township of Loughbor- 
ough, where his young wife died in childbirth. He removed to 
Frankford, on the west bank of the Trent, where he lived a solitary 
and melancholy life until his death in 1846. In a poem “To the 
Memory of Dr. Haskins”, Mrs. Susanna Moodie eulogized the 
t: 
as “Neglected son of Genius! thou hast passed— 
In broken-hearted loneliness—away.” 


TO THE RIVER TRENT! 


Noble river! rushing on, 

‘Deep and broad, and bright and free; 
Winter's rage hath come and gone, 

But no bonds he had for thee. 


1From The Poetical Works of James Haskins, A.B., M.B. (Hartford, 1848.) 
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Strong, unfettered, bold and deep, 
Here, in majesty, thy tide 

Rushes with resistless sweep, 
Pours along in stately pride. 


Blue thy breast, with billows bright 
Sparkling in the fervid ray; 

Glorious is thy stream with light, 
Gilt with gold of vernal day. 


Green thy banks, with budding groves 
Bordering the meadows fair; 

Still thy shore the cedar loves, 
‘Shoots the tam’rack high in air. 


Cedars white, and alders grey, 
Circling many a lordly pine; 
Giant oaks their forms display, 
Firs whose silv’ry leaflets shine. 


‘Hangs the mighty maple o'er 

‘Trunks upturned and rocks around; 
Hark! I hear a sullen roar— 

“Tis the rapid’s thundering sound. 


Boil the foaming torrents through 

Rocks that fain would check their rage; 
See! the monarch stream anew, 

Calm, pursues his pilgrimage. 


Calmly, through the forest glade, 
‘View his peaceful current glide; 

Solemn now, through deep’ning shade, 
Dark, yet tranquil, is his tide. 


Onward, on! the goal is nigh; 
Glorious lake! thy form I view, 
Blending with th’ethereal sky— 
‘One bright tract of boundless blue. 





Noble river! fare thee well! 
‘As thy current, strong and deep, 
Onward—irresistible— 
May my soul its progress keep. 


Heav'nward to its peaceful home, 

In the world where live the blest; 
Past the rocks, the rapids’ foam, 

Thus may speed—there gladly rest. 
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5. SUSANNA MoopiE 


[Mrs. Moodie’s Canadian poems are scattered through her prose 
works] 


‘THE OTONABEE 


Dark, rushing, foaming river! 
I love the solemn sound 
‘That shakes thy shores around, 
And hoarsely murmurs ever, 
‘As thy waters onward bound, 
Like a rash, unbridled steed 
Flying madly on its course, 
‘That shakes with thundering force 
‘The vale and trembling mead. 
So thy billows downward sweep, 
‘Nor rock nor tree can stay 
Their fierce, impetuous way; 
‘Now in eddies whirling deep, 
Now in rapids white with spray. 


I love thee, lonely river! 
Thy hollow, restless roar, 
Thy cedar-girded shore, 
The rocky isles that sever 
‘The waves that round them pour. 
Katchawanook basks in light, 
But thy currents woo the shade 
By thy lofty pine-trees made, 
That cast a gloom like night, 
Ere day’s last glories fade. 
Thy solitary voice 
‘The same bold anthem sung 
‘When Nature’s frame was young; 
‘No longer shall rejoice 
The woods where erst it rung. 


Lament, lament, wild river! 
‘A hand is on thy mane 
‘That will bind thee in a chain 
No force of thine can sever. 
‘Thy furious headlong tide, 
In murmurs soft and low, 
Is destined yet to glide 
To meet the lake below; 
‘And many a bark shall ride 
Securely on thy breast, 
To waft across the mai 
Rich stores of golden grain 
From the valleys of the West. 
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INDIAN SUMMER 


By the purple haze that lies 
On the distant rocky height, 
By the deep blue of the skies, 
By the smoky amber light 
‘Through the forest arches streaming, 
‘Where Nature on her throne sits dreaming, 
And the sun is scarcely gleaming 
Through the cloudlets, snowy white, 
Winter's lovely herald greets us, 
“Ere the ice-crown'd tyrant meets us, 


This dreary Indian Summer day 
Attunes the soul to tender sadness; 
We love, but joy not in the ray; 
It is not summer's fervid gladness, 
But a melancholy glory 
Hovering softly round decay, 
Like swan that sings her own sad story, 
"Ere she floats in death away. 


6. CATHARINE TRAILL 
THE GRAVES OF THE EMIGRANTS 


Here are some verses written as the thoughts occurred to me on the 
graves of the Emigrants. These household graves became the more inter- 
esting to me on learning that, when a farm is disposed of to a stranger, 
the right of burying their dead is generally stipulated for by the former 
possessor.—C.P.T. 


‘They sleep not where their fathers sleep, 
In the village churchyard’s bound; 
‘They rest not ‘neath the ivied wall 
That shades that holy ground; 


Nor where the solemn organ’s peal 
Pours music on the breeze 

Through the dim aisles at evening hour, 
Or swells among the trees; 


Nor where the turf is ever green, 
And flowers are blooming fair, 

Upon the graves of ancient men 
‘Whose children rest not there; 


‘Nor where the sound of warning bell 
Floats mournfully on high, 
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And tells the tale of human woe— 
That all who live must die. 


Where, then, may rest those hardy sons, 
Who left their native shore 

To seek a home in distant lands, 
Beyond the Atlantic’s roar? 


‘They sleep in many a lonely spot 
Where mighty forests grow; 

Where stately oak and lofty pine 
‘Their darkling shadows throw. 


‘The wild bird pours her matin song 
Above their lonely graves; 
‘And far away in the stilly night 
Is heard the voice of waves. 


Fair lilies, nursed by weeping dews, 
Unfold their blossoms pale; 

And spotless snow-flowers lightly bend 
Low to the passing gale. 





‘The fire-fly lights her little spark 
To cheer the leafy gloom, 

Like Hope’s blest ray that gilds the night 
And darkness of the tomb. 


‘Where moss-grown stone or simple cross 
Its silent record keeps, 

There, deep within the forest shade, 
The lonely exile sleeps. 


7. Rutopa ANNE PAGE (1826-1863) 


Thomas Page! of Cobourg and his two literary daughters, Eliza- 
beth Agnes and Rhoda Anne, are among numerous cultured people 
of the old Newcastle District whose literary achievements were 
appreciated in their own day, and for a generation afterwards, but 
have since been neglected. Rhoda Anne’s early poetical works were 
published in her lifetime in a small rare booklet entitled Wild Notes 
from the Back Woods (Cobourg, 1850), and by wide search in 
contemporary periodicals the Editor has located about a dozen of 
her subsequent poems. She first resided at “The Pines,” a few miles 
northeast of Cobourg, but upon her marriage to William B. Falkner 
she removed to the vicinity of Rice Lake. The vicissitudes of family 


1Thomas Page was editor of the Newcastle Farmer in the late eighteen-forties. 
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life restricted her subsequent literary work. She died on December 
7, 1863, and her grave is in the smail but beautiful Church of Eng- 
land cemetery at Gore’s Landing.? Many of her works have a sad 
and melancholy tone, for she was often depressed by the trials of 
life and the sadness of illness and death. Sir John Macdonald was 
impressed by her patriotic song, “St. George's Flag,” and requested 
a copy of it; but her “Voices from the Woods” and other nature 
poems have perhaps a larger share of true poetry in their com- 
position. 


VOICES FROM THE Woops 
[Toronto British Colonist, November 15, 1850] 





We talk of lifeless things, and creatures dumb, 
Of stocks and stones, and voiceless flowers and trees, 
To me there seems strange eloquence to come 

From every one of these. 


One eve I wandered in the quiet wood, 

‘The light leaves rustled in the summer gale, 

Whose sighing through the forest solitude 
Went like a spirit’s wail. 


‘The tall oak reared his branches to the sky, 

Lordly and proud—the stately and the strong— 

The type of daring thoughts and actions high 
That live in memory long. 


‘A woodland king he seemed, but near his side 

Drooped gracefully a weeping willow tree; 

That spake of strength and might and manhood’s pride, 
This of Humility. 


For its green branches bent them to the sod, 

‘And softly kissed the lowly daisy's face, 

‘As if the humblest workmanship of God 
‘Were worthy an embrace. 


‘The trembling aspen quivered in the breeze, 

Wavering like weakness in temptation’s breath, 

But the still solemn cypress grew by these, 
And preached unshaken Faith. 


4A later and more famous poet, Archibald Lampman (1861-1899), is closely 
connected with this beautiful village, where he spent seven years of boyhood. 
Gore’s Landing is named after Captain Thomas Sinclair Gore, who owned 265 
acres along the shore in 1840. He died in 1858. The settlement was first called 
Tidy’s Tavern, David Tidy being “a very respectable Scotchman.” 


436 


THE VALLEY OF THE TRENT 


And the dark, sullen, sombre hemlock there, 

‘Stood dull and cheerless as despondency, 

But a sweet briar was blooming, fresh and fair, 
Hard by the gloomy tree. 


‘And round his rugged trunk her branches twined, 
All rich with scented leaves, and buds, and flowers, 
Sweet as the gentle words and accents kind, 

‘That brighten grief's dark hours. 


Oh! many a voice from the sequester'd wood 

In the deep calm of a still summer even, 

‘May whisper to the soul in thoughtful mood, 
Wisdom that comes from Heaven. 


FLOWER FANCIES 
[Cobourg Star, June 13, 1855] 


ROSE 


‘A crown! a crown! to grace the garden’s Queen, 
‘A crown of dew-gems, stolen from old nigh 
‘A diamond here, and there an emerald sheen, 
‘And there a pale pearl with its trembling light; 
But let the glowing ruby shun the sight, 
Lest it grow pale and wan with jealousy, 
‘And sicken into dimness with despite, 
At tints that do its own outvie. 
Bid her to raise her graceful head full high, 
‘And crown her as an Empress should be crown’d, 
And call her sister flowers that cluster nigh, 
‘And bid them circle her and hem her round— 
Lo! Beauty's train once more their Goddess-Queen surround! 





LILY OF THE VALLEY 


‘Ob! beautiful vale Lily! sweet and sainted, 
Like a pale nun in holy cloister dress, 
‘Thy graceful bells low-drooping, as they fainted 
Beneath the weight of their own loveliness; 
Shrinking alike from Zephyr's cool caress, 
‘And the hot kisses of the Sun-King’s ray, 
In modest walk and quiet humbleness, 
Blooming unseen thy virgin life away; 
The dews steal to thee at the close of day, 
(Tears that kind angels weep o'er this world’s woe), 
And in thy green leaf nests the weary fay, 
‘And cools his hot cheek on thy bosom’s snow, 
‘And sleepeth in love-dreams thy pearly domes below. 
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RICE LAKE BY MOONLIGHT? 
A WINTER SCENE 


Moonlight upon the frozen Lake! how radiantly smiles 
‘The Queen of solemn midnight upon all its fair Isles, 

And the starry sparkling frost-work, that, like a chain of gems, 
Hangs upon each fair islet’s brow in glittering diadems. 


How silly lies the sleeping lake, how still the quiet river, 
As though some wizard-spell had laid their waves at rest for ever; 

‘Murmurs abroad the hoarse night wind, waves every leafless tree,— 
Yet not one ripple stirs thy breast, oh! proud Otonabee. 


How strange it is, this death in life, this mute and stirless show, 
While we know the prison’d waters are heaving yet below, 

Like the cold calm look the strong mind may to lip and brow impart, 
While ceaseless care, like canker-worm, is gnawing at the heart, 


Light, but no warmth—a dancing gleam—while all is cold beneath, 
Like the sweet smile that mocks us yet upon the face of death; 
While yet the dead lip wears so much of beauty and of bloom, 

We scarce can look on it and think of darkness and the tomb. 


How quiet in the Moon’s pale light the tiny islands lie, 
Down-looking to the waveless lake, up-gazing to the sky, 
Slumb’ring beneath her holy beam like children lull'd to rest, 
Watch'd by a mother’s loving eyes—upon that mother’s breast. 


Awake, awake, oh! sleeping Lake, at the wild wind-spirit’s call, 
Wake in thy summer's joyousness, shake off the Frost-king’s thrall; 

For back to wood, and stream, and brake, glad spring returns once more, 
‘And thy merry waves shall break again in music on the shore. 


How many changes hast thou seen, since first the sunbeam’s smile, 
‘Through the dim-twinkling forest leaves, glanc’d down on wave and isle; 
Ere yet upon thy sunny banks a mortal footstep trod, 

Or any eye had look’d on thee, except the eye of God. 


‘The dusky tribes that knew thee first have vanish’d from the scene, 
‘And scarcely left a wreck behind to tell of what hath been; 

Yet still through time, and chance, and change, smile the fair lake and river, 
As pure and bright and beautiful, and shadowless as ever. 


Man dies, and is forgotten, his monuments decay, 
His very memory passes like a dream of yesterday; 

But the glorious trophies of His might that God himself hath plann’ 
Till earth and heaven pass away, unchangeable shall stand. 





1This and the remaining three poems are reprinted from Wild Notes from the 
Back Woods. 
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ST. GEORGE’S FLAG 


St. George for merry England, ho! up with the pennon brave! 
It hath streamed o’er many a conquered land, o'er many a distant wave; 
Up with the red cross banner! ‘tis a glorious sight to see, 

The noblest flag that ever flew, stream out so fair and free. 


It floated o'er proud Acre’s towers in days long passed away, 
When Lion Richard led his host at the holy tomb to praj 
And still the Crescent paler waned before the hallowed sign, 
‘That flew in triumph o'er thy fields, oh! sacred Palestine. 





It cheered Old England’s stalwart sons thro’ Cressy’s hard won fray, 
It waved o'er royal Henry's head on Agincourt’s proud day; 

‘The sultry breath of sunny Spain its crimson cross has fanned, 

And gallant hosts have borne it on through India’s burning land. 


Oh! many a flag of gaudier hue the fanning breeze may wave, 
But none that bears a nobler name, more stainless or more brave; 
None that hath led more dauntless hearts to battle for the right, 
None that hath flown more proudly o’er the crimson field of fight. 


Up with the brave old banner then! the peerless and the bold, 
‘True hearts will rally round it yet as in the days of old; 
And still on every English lip the thrilling cry shall be: 
‘St. George for merry England, ho! God and our own country?” 


THE OLD MAN'S DEATH SONG 


‘Nay! leave the old man to die! 
All whom he loved are gone before, 
‘They have landed alone on a brighter shore, 
And earth is joyless, and cold, and dim, 
It has lost its beauty and light for him, 
Leave, leave the old man to die! 


Call him not back to earth! 
There are spirit voices that bid him come, 
‘Would ye keep the wanderer from his home? 
Would ye woo the bird to his cage again? 
‘Would ye rivet the freed slave's broken chain? 
Call him not back to earth! 


Lay him down, lay him down to sleep! 
Make the old grave more deep and wide, 
‘Where long have slumbered his child and bride, 
One in her youthful matron glee, 
One in his joyous infancy, 

Make the grave wide and deep! 
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Toll not the passing bell! 
Mourn for the dead who have passed from earth 
In manhood’s glory or boyhood’s mirth; 
‘The old man hath drank from Life's cup of woe, 
And his spirit is weary and glad to go, 

Bid him a long farewell! 


FROST ON THE WINDOW 


There’s not a thing that Nature’s hand hath made, 
However simple be its outward seeming 

To careless eye or listless ear displayed, 
But hath a hidden meaning. 


Alike, unto the Saint’s or Atheist’s ear, 

‘The anthem of the woodland choir is given; 
One hears the lark, what doth the other hear? 

A hymn of praise to heaven. 


The glowing rainbow steals its silent march 
Athwart the sky when raindrops gem the sod, 

One sees three gorgeous hues in Heaven's arch, 
And one the law of God. 


‘The winter moon was shining coldly bright: 
The birds and leaves had left the trees together, 
Save, here and there, one that on some lone height 
Still braved the bitter weather. 


‘And o'er the window crept the hoary frost, 

With many a wayward freak and curious antic, 
In varied lines, that quaintly blent and crossed 

In tracery romantic. 


Here, bloomed a wreath of pure pale flowers, 
‘As hueless as the faded cheek of death; 

There, rose tall pinnacles and Gothic towers, 
‘That melted with a breath, 


And trees and foliage rich—the tinted oak, 

The willow, wan and still, like settled grief, 
The hazel, easy bent but hardly broke, 

And varying maple leaf— 


—That changes still its green or crimson hue 

With every season, autumn, spring, or summer, 
Sycophantic like, donning a livery new 

To welcome each new comer. 
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The gentle moonbeam kissed the silvery pane 
With a most sister-like and chaste caress, 
As if it fain a fellowship would claim, 
With such pure loveliness. 


And still more beautiful the magic ray 
Made all it rested on, leaf, flower, and tree, 
And lingered there, like innocence at play 
With stainless purity. 


Oh! beautiful it was to watch them there, 
Those varied forms, so gracefully fantastic, 
The handiwork, so delicately fair, 
Of Nature's fingers plastic. 


And as I gazed, methought such sights were given 
Not to our gross material senses solely, 

But to the soul, like messengers from Heaven, 
Prompting pure thoughts and holy. 


‘There's not a thing that Nature's hand hath made, 
However simple be its outward seeming, 

To careless eye or listless ear displayed, 
But hath a hidden meaning. 


8. Kah-ge-ga-gah-bowh (GrorGE Copway, 1818-1863) 


George Copway was born in the autumn of 1818 near the mouth 
of the Trent. His father belonged to the Crane, and his mother to 
the Eagle tribe. His great-grandfather is said to have been the first 
Chippewa to settle in the Rice Lake district, long the territory of 
the Hurons. His father was an hereditary chief and medicine man, 
and known as an excellent hunter. A’ Wesleyan missionary, the 
Reverend James Evans, taught him to read, and he was a convert 
to Methodism in 1830. Four years later he was serving as a mis- 
sionary among the Lake Superior and Illinois tribes, where he is 
said to have travelled 185 miles on foot within two days to obtain 
food for starving companions. 

In 1839 he was back at the Indian Village (Hiawatha), on Rice 
Lake. In 1840 he married Elizabeth Howell, daughter of an Eng- 
lish officer in Toronto; and she and her sister suffered many hard- 
ships when they accompanied him into the Indian territories west 
of Lake Superior. A son was born in 1842. Copway subsequently 
lectured in England and Scotland, and in 1850 attended the Peace 
Congress in Frankfurt, Germany. In addition to the remarkable 
poetical work, The Ojibway Conquest, reprinted herewith, the 
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Michigan Historical Commission lists Pa-mah-duk ke-ne-bood 
(Life and Death) as published in Indian verse with translation, in 
New York, December 24, 1850. His prose works, partly autobio- 
graphical, are rambling and at times incoherent. In appearance he 
was tall, handsome, and muscular, and he had fine manners. He 
died near Pontiac, Michigan, in 1863. His Indian name, Kah-ge- 
ga-gah-bowh, means “He who stands forever.” 

The friendship between Henry Wadsworth Longfellow and 
George Copway, occurring as it does near the time of publication 
of The Ojibway Conquest, suggests that Longfellow may well have 
aided him in its composition, or at least polished the manuscript 
before it went to press. The references to Copway are found in Vol- 
ume II, pp. 135 et seq., of Samuel Longfellow’s Life of Longfellow 
(Boston, 1886), though there is no listing in the index. In his 
Journal for February 26, 1849, Longfellow wrote; “Kah-ge-ga- 
gah-bowh, an Ojibway preacher and poet, came to see us. The 
Indian is a good looking young man. He left me a book of his, an 
autobiography.” Elsewhere he refers to him as an Ojibway Chief, 
and on April 12 he attended one of Copway’s lectures—“A 
rambling talk, gracefully delivered, with a fine various voice, and 
a chief’s costume with little bells jangling upon it, like the bells 
and pomegranates of the Jewish priests.” Two days later he at- 
tended a second: “He described very graphically the wild eagles 
teaching their young to fly from a nest overhanging a precipice on 
the Pictured Rocks of Lake Superior.” On June 13, 1850, Long- 
fellow’s journal says that Copway came to tea. Other references 
thereafter are in a letter to Ferdinand Freiligrath, a German poet 
whom Copway visited while attending the peace conference in 
Germany. In the letter, dated July 16, 1851, Longfellow wrote: 


Copway returned with very grand and gracious accounts of you, and 
described in flowing colors the “merry night at Cologne”... . But the 
precious books you sent me he has not yet delivered. I have written to him 
lately about them; and if they are not forthcoming I shall raise such a war- 
whoop that it will frighten him. 





Copway is a good story-teller, and The Ojibway Conquest bears 
much resemblance to Arnold’s Sohrab and Rustum. Following the 
fashion of his day, and no doubt his own inclination, he draws the 
characters of his epic poem in the “noble savage” tradition. If there 
are defects in his work there are also many beauties, and it is fitting 
that belated justice should be done to this Rice Lake Indian by 
resurrecting his poetry and bringing The Ojibway Conquest: a Tale 
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of the Northwest to the attention of his fellow-Canadians a century 


Jater. 
Copway dedicated the poem to his wife: 


To ELIZA ————. 


I have no words to tell the loveliness 
Which breathes o'er thy fair form; then how much less 
‘The bright, the pure, the beautiful, the blest, 

Which wake their harmony within thy breast. 

When after weary wanderings by wor 

And lake, and stream, and mountain wilds, I stood 
Upon thy island home, thy guileless heart 

A healing welcome gave. When forced to part, 
‘And the frail bark, that o'er the waters bore 

Me on my way at last from thy loved shore, 
Receded in the distance from thy view, 

‘Thy lovely hand waved a most sweet adieu. 

Fair daughter! accept this tribute of a breast, 
Rich in thy smiles, hath been so richly blest. 





NOTE TO THE READER 


Of all the numerous and populous tribes of Indians found inhabiting 
the northern part of this continent at the time of its discovery, the Sioux 
and Ojibways alone retain anything like their original character. 

Of these two tribes or nations the Ojibways inhabit principally the 
mountainous country about Lake Superior, extending south to the plains 
of Illinois or Wisconsin, and on the west bordering on that of the 
Sioux, between whom and they have had a bloody warfare [sic]. The 
Mississippi valley now forms a common boundary, with the exception 
of the upper or the head of the great river. 

It is a well-known fact, known by all who have travelled among them 
or who are conversant with their past history, and, as traditions trans- 
mitted to the present races indicate, that all the country lying south and 
west of the head of Lake Superior once belonged to the Sioux. By a 
constant warfare carried on for a great many years, and a succession of 
misfortunes and defeats, the Sioux were at length compelled to abandon 
to their more fortunate enemies all of their possessions east of the Mis- 
sissippi river, and even a not inconsiderable portion on the west of its 
more northern sources. Tradition says that the last decisive battle was 
fought near the islands of the south-west end of the Superior, known 
as the ‘Apostle Islands’, on a point where La Point now stands. It is on 
this circumstance that the following tale is founded. 

‘This is given in a form which may be interesting «o some who other- 
wise might not be interested in the nation, —whose ever kind intercourse 


POETICAL PRODUCTIONS 


443 


with the pale faces has ever been apparent. None who have lived any 
length of time among us could but have observed the manner of relating 
historical narrations of by-gone days to the children, as the Ojibways do. 
I am very glad to think that justice has been done to them by many 
writers in their tales, and the peculiar romance which belong to them. 
A residence of Teba-koo-ne-wa-we-ne-neh, in the remote west, origi- 
nated the tale which is now presented to the public. 


KAH-GE-GA-GAH-BOWH, 


New York, April 25, 1850. 


Ojibway Nation, 


Tae Osrpway Conquest* 


‘THE ST. LOUIS 


‘There is a stream that hath its rise 

Beneath the veil of northern skies, 

Where frosts and snows eternal meet 

In wild array the wanderer’s feet, 

And all, above, beneath, around, 

Ts fast in icy fetters bound; 

A gloomy, wild, a dreary waste 

AAs ever the eye of man embraced; 

Where shrub, if shrub perchance be 
there, 

Blooms not as elsewhere, fresh and 
fair; 

But stinted, bare, and small of growth, 

It nestles to the earth as loath 

To spread its branches where the breeze 

Which passes, kisses but to freeze; 

And if a flower should rear its head 

From such inhospitable bed, 

When thawing snows may yield a day 

To summer sun's resistless sway, 

It is a flower which doth not blight? 

By frosts that clothe its leaves in white, 

But smiles e'en from its bed of snow. 

Like Hope upon the lap of Woe. 


*The footnotes to this poem were 
numbered in the original; in most other 
original texts in this volume asterisks 
were used. 

Mn the north and north-west there 
is a kind of flower which matures Iate 
in the fall, and still blossoms in the 
dead of winter. There is a strange con- 
trast between its snowy bed and its deli- 
cate hues. In spring it dies with the 
snow, and again reappears in the fall. 





The reindeer there roams fleet and 
free, 

‘And men as wild and fleet as he, 

Though small in size, of iron mould, 

No fear of storms, no thought of cold, 

With limbs unchilled, unslackened pace, 

They fleetly follow in the chase, 

From dawn till twilight paints the west, 

Without a moment lent to rest, 

Then stretched at length upon the 
snows, 

Till morn they find a sweet repose. 


Ah! little knows the child of ease, 
Whom everything is culled to please, 
‘To whose convenience every shore, 
From North and South must yield its 

store, 

And o'er whose well protected form 
‘There never beats the freezing sto 





The facility to endure long journeys 
and fatigues has long been the admira- 
tion of the people abroad. Those Indians 
who lived in the north and about the 
hhead waters of Lake Superior are an 
active and the most energetic race. 
Long journeys were performed in times 
of war, and with little or no rest dur- 
ing the day of hunting, One would 
hardly credit the feats they can per- 
form in the dead of winter. Over hill 
and down ravines, covered with snow, 
they make their snow-shoe track, 
Through the forest-world, the trees 
heavily ladened with snow, they seek 
the game; and this is done day after 
day through the period of life. 
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An! little knows he of the woes 

Which gather round the life of those 

Who live, in nature's rudest mood, 

In these deep haunts of solitude, 

For though the tempest’s power hath 
wrought, 

To their bold minds, with danger 
fraught, 

‘Though youth and manhood, and old 
age 

Succeed in their accustomed stage, 

‘The body bared to every wind, 

The chase that leaves the deer behind, 

The frequent want, the frequent fast, 

Break up life's healthful flow at last, 

‘And leave a wreck ‘tis dread to see, 

OF what was once so bold and free. 


II. THE STREAM 


Thou fair St. Louis! such the scene® 
From which thy waters flow; 

But different far the land of green 
To which from thence they go; 


There must ever be a peculiar interest 
attached to the St. Louis River, arising 
from the consideration that it is the 
proper source of that mighty chain of 
waters, which, after pouring their tide 
through more than half the extent of 
the western hemisphere, at last dis- 
charge themselves in the Gulf of St. 
Lawrence, where they mingle with and 
are lost in those of the Atlantic. But 
if it had not this fact to draw an in- 
terest around it, the character of the 
river itself is such as to leave an im- 
pression upon the mind of one who has 
lided upon its pure waters not easily 
fo be forgotten. The variety of its 
scenery, the beauty of its evergreen 
edges, the rapid and whirling toss of 
its waves, and the high clifis of rocks 
where it swells its maddening roar— 
all this can be seen in the St. Louis 
about the extreme west end of Lake 
Superior, and one can follow it up 
through its various windings, now nar- 
row and then widens like a’ lake. The 
scenery about the head of Lake Superior 
is picturesque and grand, and a little 
way up, farther on, dashing with im- 
petuous fury through some narrow and 
Tocky passes, or over falls from whose 
height the beholder becomes dizzy in 
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For many a long, long mile they speed, 
‘Through fairer, brighter lands, 
‘Tranquil and free like a noble steed 
Unchecked by rider’s hands; 
From their far source to where they pour 
Into bright Superior’s side, 
All is wild nature on thy shore, 
Man hath not curbed thy tide; 
But on thou flowest in thy might 
Untainted as when God 
First called thee sparkling unto light, 
At his creative nod. 
The vale through which thy waters 
The forest shade, the craggy steep, 
The cataract whose thunder fills 
The echoes of an hundred hills, 
The deep ravine, the precious mine, 
Whose ores beneath thy current shine, 
Such is the path thy waters take, 
Ere lost within the Ocean Lake. 
! often on thy limpid stream, 
Hid from the noon tide's sultry beam 
By trees whose giant branches cast 
A deep shade o'er me as T passed, 
Hath my light bark now danced along 
To music of some carolled song, 
Or floating, like the lightest bird, 
It only with the current stirred, 
While I have passed hour after hour, 
Beneath the scene’s enchanting power, 
‘The sweetest perfume on the air 
From thousand wild flowers growing 
there, 
And colors of the brighest hue 
On every side that met the view; 
The wild rose, with its sweets beguiling 
Along the shore so brightly smiling, 
‘Whose petals falling on the wave, 
Their own hue to the current gave; 
The mellow light of different dyes 
Which came from forest shaded skies; 
‘The stillness over all that dwelt, 
So deep it could almost be felt; 
Alll these have held me many a day 
‘A willing captive to their sway. 
, who that has a heart to feel, 





looking down, make the voyage one of 
continual excitement and delight. We 
might here present a more minute 
description of the onward windings of 
this river, but we forbear at present, 
believing none will contradict us when 
we say it is not less in grandeur than 
the scenery on the North River. 
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Would barter one such hour as this, 
For all the gay world can reveal, 
Or all it ever knew of bliss! 
Pleasures! in vain the precious gem 
Ye seek in fashion’s heartless throng, 
‘Ask those who seek there, ask them 
Who sought the floating phantom long. 
There’s not a joy that throng can 





give, 
Which does not cost a pang more deep; 

‘There's not a pleasure it bids live, 
But lulls some virtue into sleep. 


1, THE DANCE 


Many a year has passed away 
Since at the close of summer's day 
Upon a green and level side 

Which overlooks St. Louis’ tide 

‘A noble band of warriors stood 

Who roam at will this solitude. 

‘The bow, the spear, the barbed dart, 
Which errs not pointed at the heart, 
The paint in earnest colors spread, 
Not for maid's love but foeman’s dread, 
‘The plumes which in their raven hair 
Waved graceful at each breath of air, 








The trophies in their battles taken, 
When foeman’s prowess had been 
shaken, 


Each warrior there was decked with 
these,4 

Profuse as summer decks the trees. 

‘The foremost of this hero band 

A standard carried in his hand, 

Which from its waving top displayed 

A flag most curiously made 

From feathers of the wild bird’s wing,§ 


‘There is no time in which an Indian 
brave adorns his person with so much 
care as when going to war. Here the 
warrior lays aside the encumbering 
articles of dress worn at other times, 
and only wears those light, and yet, 
often extremely ornamental, which, 
without confining in the least the free 
and easy motion of every limb, exhibits 
their fine forms to the best’ possible 
advantage. 

‘'The feather flag is the flag which 
was and, in some parts, is yet used, 
‘The feathers of the rare gray eagle are 
knitted together over four feet long. 
When ready for war, this is stuck in 
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Of every shade of coloring. 

He was a youth, in whom combined 

Al that was bright in form and mind; 

The noble forehead, broad and high, 

The soul that shone within his eye, 

‘The thoughts which o'er his features 
played 

With quick and ever varying shade, 

The limbs where strength was seen to 
dwell 

In every full and graceful swell, 

Distinguished him as one of those 

Where nature's fairest gifts repose— 

ME-GI-SI—such the name he bore, 

‘The Eagle of the Lonely Shore, 

‘And as he planted in the ground 

‘That pinion’s shaft amid the sound 

Of drum, and song, and echoing shout,® 

He looked like Mars himself come out 

To take, as in the day of yore, 

‘The van upon the field of gore. 

Around this shaft with measured pace 

Each warrior found a ready place, 

‘And soon the circling folds advance 

‘And mingling in the wild war-dance, 

While ever and anon a loud 

And piercing whoop rose from the 
crowd, 

Sending its accents, shrill and clear; 

In answering echoes far and near; 

‘And when they died in air away, 

Each warrior in that dread array 

Stood like a statue planted deep, 

So still and firm their track they keep; 

While at each pause a brave advanced 

Within the ring, then round him 
glanced, 

‘And in rude eloquence portrayed 

‘The havoc he in war had made, 


the centre of the war-party, while now 
and then the standard-bearer waves it, 
while the rest send a piercing shout to 
heaven. 

"The drum is one of the principal 
instruments we used in time of war 
preparations, and at all times, and al- 
though very’ unmusical to finer ears in 
the civilized world, is by us held in 
great estimation. It is made by tightly 
stretching a of deer-hide over a 
hoop, and somewhat resembles a tam- 
borine. The drum-stick is a piece of 
wood with a short cross at one end, 
with which the drum is beaten. 
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The feats of bravery he had done,t 

The scalps from slaughtered victims 
‘won, 

As well of fallen warrior bold, 

As wife and child, of these he told, 

‘And as he held them out to view, 

Some of them yet of fresh blood hue, 

‘And raised thé war whoop loud and 
high, 

With swelling breast and flashing eye, 

He seemed again amid the strife 

With which his tale had been so rife, 

‘That morn had pealed the rolling drum 

‘Amid the ety ‘They come! They come! 

The Sioux! The Sioux!” And at the 
sound, 

Each warrior’s foot was on the ground, 

‘And knife to knife, and breast to 
breast, 

‘The doubtful strife they long contest; 

They fought as though their blood 
were water, 

Resumed again when ceased the 
slaughter, 

‘They fought like men whose deadly 
hate 

Nothing but death could satiate. 

The Sioux at length were forced to 
yield 

And leave to foe a hard-earned field; 

Some fled and some were captive led, 

Better to have been with the dead, 

Better by far, for though to-night 

They have from death a brief respite, 

They're not deceived, for well they 
know 

To-morrow comes the fatal blow, 

It comes with all the cruel art 

Hate can invent to wring the heart, 

When should it quail or yield to fear, 

‘They die without a pitying tear, 

They die and meet the recreant’s end, 

Despised alike by foe and friend. 


TAt the public dances of our nation 
is the only place where any one can 
boast of bravery, and it is not expected 
a brave should boast at all times but 
at such places of their exploits in 
battle. On such occasions I have sat to 
listen to their bold eloquence and 
graphic descriptions, until my own 
breast irresistibly caught the passionate 
feelings of theirs. 
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IV. THE WENDIGO 


The dance is o'er, the revel past, 

And of that savage host the last 

Hath thrown himself upon the ground 

‘And his accustomed slumber found. 

Close by their side the captives slept, 

And watch or guard there none was 
kept, 

For hand and foot securely tied, 

Vain were the effort, that they tried 

‘To shake from off their limbs the thong, 

Which bound them in its folds so 
strong; 

Vain, did T say:—no, one was there, 

Who, though the bands he knew to 

While eye of foe was on him bent,— 

And to his skill a caution Ient,— 

When watchful eyes were sunk'to rest, 

‘And measured breathings heaved the 
breast, 

Could tear those shackles from his 
flesh, 

As easy as the spider's mesh.# 


ST would not like to hazard the asser- 
tion, in this enlightened age, that there 
is such a thing as magic’ or super- 
natural agency among the Indians, but 
T must confess myself unable as all 
have done who have witnessed those 
exhibitions, to account for satisfac- 
torily; one of those Indians who pre- 
tends’ to have an intercourse with 
spirits will permit himself to be bound 
hands and feet, then wrapped closely 
in a blanket or deer’s hide, bound 
around his whole body with cords and 
thongs as long and as tightly as the 
incredulity of any one present may see 
fit to continue the operation, after 
which he is thrown into a small lodge. 
He begins a low, unintelligible incan- 
tation to the gods, and increases in 
rapidity and loudness until he works 
himself up into a great pitch of seem- 
ing or real frenzy, at which time, usu- 
ally three or four minutes after being 
put in, he opens the lodge and throws 
out the thongs and hides with which 
he was bound without a single knot 
being untied or fold displaced, himself 
sitting calm and free on the’ ground. 
Carver, in his travels, gives a curious 
and interesting account of an exhibi 
tion of this kind, accompanied with a 














POETICAL PRODUCTIONS 


‘The frosts of many winters sped 
Had left their trace upon his head, 
H's life, which passed in constant wars, 
Had marked him with a thousand scars, 
But every iron muscle told 
That vigor had not yet grown old. 
He might have lost youth's spring and 
grace, 
But strength had well supplied their 
place. 
Whether by force or magic spell 
He burst his shackles, none could tell, 
Yet never, but for one brief hour, 
Had they upon his limbs a power. 
‘Among his native brethren famed 
For many years he had been named 
For feats of strength and wondrous art, 
‘The WEN DI GO OF ICY HEARTS 
In the day's strife of ancient foes, 
To which this night had brought a 
close, 
His heavy blows, which fell like rain, 
Had worked his way with heaps of 
slain, 
‘Through yielding ranks he held his 
place, 
like a rock at whose firm base 
The ocean breaks in murmurs hoarse, 
ME-GISI checked his onward course. 











prophecy, which was astonishingly ful- 
filled. Those who possess this art pre- 
tend that a spirit comes and relieves 
them from their bonds. You say this is 
superstition, Much of the same kind 
is among the pale faces. I believe the 
Indians had, and do have, mesmerism 
among them. 

®This Wen-di-go, in the idea of the 
Indians, is a monster, who lives in the 
north: a supernatural being who roams 
about the earth in search of victims, 
for he lives on human flesh. He is 
represented to be as tall as the pine 
trees; a whirlwind’s tread is heard 
around him wherever he is; frost and 
cold are his companions; he is devoid 
of feeling—'Tey heart.’ It is believed 
men have become Wen-di-go's by a 
mysterious process, and if any one is, 
supposed to become one he is imme- 
diately dispatched. When a Wen-di-go 
can be killed it is only done by men 
who are supposed to have a strong 
arm, or an array of favorites from the 
spirits to aid them. 
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‘As springs the tiger on his prey 
When pressed by hunger, so sprang 

they; 
Reckless of all that might oppose, 
‘They rushed upon each other blows, 
‘And grappled with a force they feel, 
To which the grasp of vice of steel 
Would be an infant's touch. The knife 
‘Then flashes quick in deadly strife. 
‘They fought as though on them alone 
‘The fortunes of the day were thrown; 
‘They fought as if they proudly felt 
On no mean foe their blows were dealt; 
Each nerve to its last tension wrought, 
Like meeting thunder-bolts they fought. 
‘The WEN DI GO'S superior strength 
O'ercame youth’s suppleness at length, 
And while Me-Gi-Si freely bleeds, 
He of the icy heart succeeds; 
His blade is raised to strike the blow, 
The last he need to strike, when k 
His threatening arm all sudden stops, 
‘And down as by a palsy drops; 
He stood a moment fixed and still, 
‘Then yielded at ME-GI-SI'S will; 
‘And captive now and captor keeping, 
Side by side are calmly sleeping. 








Midnight had passed, and there they 
ay 

In rest unbroke, that warsior band: 
‘The powerful conflict of the day 
Had now relaxed each iron hand. 
‘The moon, too, now had sunk to rest 
Behind the hills which skirt the west, 
‘And damp mists from the river rose, 
‘And o'er the banks in circles close. 
A silence deep was over all 
Except the noisy waterfall, 
‘That, indistinct by distance, fell 
Alternately in ebb and swell, 
When hush! a careful hand is pressed 
Upon the brave ME-GI-ST'S breast. 
‘The touch awoke him quick as thought; 
He sprang upon his feet and caught 
Within one hand his ready blade, 
‘The other on the foeman laid; 
But when he saw in what calm mood 
‘The WEN-DI-GO before him stood, 
He did not strike, but for a space 
They looked within each other's face: 
ME-GISI with a blended feeling 
Of awe and wonder o'er him stealing, 
‘And which he could not all conceal 
By the dim light the stars reveal; 
Sfernness and dignity alone 
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Upon the other's features shone. 
‘The WEN-DI-DO the silence broke, 

‘As scarce above his breath he spoke, 
Youth, are you brave? Then follow 





yying, turning carefully, 
‘And with a step that had no sound, 
‘To wake the foemen sleeping round, 
He passed, and striding on before, 
Pursued the winding trail that bore 
Through wild grass of a growth most 
rank 
‘Along the river’s sloping bank. 
ME-GISI for 2 moment cast 
His eyes upon him as he passed, 
Irresolute, then quickly sped 
Along the track the other led, 
‘And now by the dim starlight they 
Together hold their silent way. 





V. THE CAVE 


‘A league was passed, yet on they 
went, 

Whate’er their thoughts, they had no 
vent; 

But mute they still their way pursued, 

Deeper within the solitude. 


At length the youth impatient grown, 
Paused and exclaimed in no slight 
tone— 

“That I am brave no longer thou 
Canst doubt from what thou seest now; 
If thou hadst not that lesson learned 
By yesterday's experience eared. 

‘The distance now precludes all fear 
Of treacherous band or listening ear; 
‘Then tell thy wish what e’er it be, 


—10This is an expression we use in 
challenging one another when we de- 
sire to engage another in any enterprise 
which requires the exercise of this 
attribute of the mind. When any one 
is insulted by another, he immediately 
calls at the wigwam,” and in looking 
through the lodge asks him this ques- 
tion, and if he speaks in the affirmative 
an appeal then is immediately made to 
their relative prowess. If he does not 
so answer he is immediately branded 
as an old ‘woman’, an appellation for 
all cowards; not that all women are 
cowards, for some deal in cowhides in 
civilized’ countries. 
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Thou'll find no coward heart in me; 

Speak! or this knife may shame to wear 

‘Another sheath than that I bear.” 

‘Peace, fool’, replied the WEN-DI-GO, 

As quick he turned and struck a blow 

‘That sent the spinning blade so well 

‘They could not hear it where it fell. 

“Check thy hot blood, nor deem that I 

Have brought thee here for treachery. 

Think you, had I desired your life, 

Ere you awoke could not my knife 

Have borne to your unconscious breast 

‘The blow that brings eternal rest? 

T have a tale will pierce thy heart 

Worse than a foeman’s barbed dart. 

Doubt not, but follow me;’ and then 

Turned and pursued the trail again, 

Nor long pursued before around 

A bold and rocky point it wound, 

Which sent its craggy summit high 

Aloft into the dusky sky, 

‘And terminated in a cove 

Formed by the arching rocks above. 

Here entered they, and on a rock 

‘Torn from the roof by some rude shock 

‘They took their seat. A wilder spot 

‘Throughout the universe is not 

As this which now their steps had 
found, 

‘Than that by which they were surround. 

Far, far away beneath the ground 

There came a hoarse and gurgling 
sound 

Of water into fury lashed, 

‘As o'er some precipice ‘twere dashed; 

‘The owl, scared by their entrance, fled, 

‘And screamed its notes above’ their 
head; 

Lank wolves, whose den the cave had 
been, 

Prowled round them as they entered in, 

While just without the cavern's door 

The waters of St. Louis roar, 

‘As o'er the dizzy fall they flow; 

‘And then an hundred feet below, 

deafening sound they break and 

boil 

In endless strife and wild turmoil. 

‘Here in this dark and gloomy grot’, 

The WEN-DI-GO began—'a spot 

Where off, "tis said, the Manitou 

Unveils himself to human view, 

‘And smiles or frowns as he discovers 

Of truth or falsehood they are lovers— 

Here let me rest while I disclose 

A tale may leave us no more foes, 




















POETICAL PRODUCTIONS 


And the Great Spirit do by me, 
‘As I shall deal in truth with thee. 


‘You wonder that I brought you here, 
But ah! you know not half how dear 
Is this wild spot to me. Strange chance 
Which brings again within my glance 

The scenes where long, long winters 


past, 
When ‘the quiet blood of youth flowed 
fast, 
I wandered with my bow well strung 
And quiver o'er my shoulders flung, 
‘And if my arrow rightly sped 
When pointed at the wild bird’s head, 
Whatever fortune might betide, 
My merry heart was satisfied. 
Here, too, in after years T roved 
In fondness with the bride I loved; 
This was our home till that foul day 
When the accursed Ojibway 
Rushed down upon us, scattering death, 
Like Evil Spirit's poisoned breath, 
‘And with false heart and bloody hand 
Drove us from our paternal land. 
‘Thou knowest well the hatred strong 
Hath dwelt between our nations long, 
‘And from this land where now you see 
The curs'd Ojibway roving free, 
‘Thou knowest by that hated race 
The Sioux was torn till not a place 
By stream or mountain now is left 
Of which he hath not been bereft. 
Strange chance! Upon that very steep 
Where those we lett so lately sleep, 
My wigwam stood. My bride as bright 
AAs the unclouded moon at night, 
‘Ahpuckways from rushes wove,!? 
‘And sung sweet notes which spake of 
love, 
While o'er the grass with prattling joy 
Gambolled, with happy heart, our boy. 
It was a bright and summer's day; 
They were alone, I was away 
Upon the wild deer's track. Night fell 
And I returned, but who can tell 
The anguish of that hour! I came 


MAhpuckway is a kind of mat which 
is made out of the blades of the rush 
vulgarly called ‘cattail’ with great skill, 
for the purpose of covering the wig” 
wams of the natives. They appear at a 
distance light, and listen before the 
sun, These, too, they make mats for 
their beds to repose upon in the night. 
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To see my wigwam in a flame— 

My wife was slain—the purple tide 

‘Was oozing yet warm from her side, 

But still so sweet was that faint smile, 

Which shone upon her face the while, 

T could not deem her dead, but flung 

‘Myself upon the ground and clung 

To her loved side, kissing away 

The crimson drops of blood that lay 

Sprinkled upon her pallid cheeks; 

‘And then in wild and broken shrieks 

T fondly called upon her name; 

kissed her lips, but closed in death 

‘Those lips from which there came no 
breath. 

I sought my boy, but he was gone, 

And I, in anguish and alone, 

Stood ‘like an oak the thunder bird 

Had riven at the spirit’s word.!2 

Till that day passion’s fearful blast 

Had never o'er my spirit passed; 

No angry strife, no withering care, 

No burning curse had entered there; 

My bride, my boy, they were the 
springs 

‘That ever moved my spirit’s wings. 

But as I stood and wept to view 

Her own heart's blood my bride bedew, 

And thought upon the hated foe 

Whose arm had dealt the scathing 
blow, 

Dark thoughts within my soul found 
lace 

In'strange and lightning-tike embrace. 

Horror and anguish and despair 





¥2Our nation believe that thunder is 
caused by a large bird which lives so 
far up in the sky as not to be visible, 
‘The noise is catised by the motion of 
his wings. This idea, no doubt, they 
received from the drumming of the 
pheasant, which so nearly resembles 
distant thunder. ‘The lightning they 
gine the opening and shutting of 
the bird’s eye; and its fierceness is 
sometimes so fearful and keen as to 
ignite the object on which it falls. This 
happens when fire follows a stroke of 
lightning. Whenever lightning strikes an 
object, they think that the bird shoots 
from its eye a small round stone which 
produces the effect; and assure you 
that if you will dig and examine where 
the lightning enters the ground, this, 
stone will be, and has been, found. 
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‘Alone at first were mingled there, 

But these full soon gave place to one 

Deep burning passion, which alone 

Took full possession of my breast. 

Revenge! Revenge! How I caressed 

‘The darling thought! All else that life 

Deems worthy of a mortal’s strife 

Was swallowed up in this wild thirst 

For vengeance on the foe accursed. 

I knelt upon the turf beside 

‘The murdered body of my bride, 

And with one hand upon her head, 

‘The other with the warm blood red, 

There, in the presence of the dead, 

I vowed my first and latest breath 

To hate, to vengeance, and to death! 
‘Winters have passed, and it is now 

Long since I made that fearful vow, 

But never since that fatal hour 

Hath it a moment lost its 

How well it hath been kept let those 

‘Who fell beneath my arm disclose. 

Revenge! It is a powerful charm 

To steel the heart and nerve the arm, 

To give the foot unwonted speed, 

And to the eye in hour of need 

A lynx-like quickness; such T've proved 

‘The passion that within me moved. 

An hundred warriors hath this hand 

Already sent to that far land 

Where wander shadows of the dead 

By the dim light Aurora shed;1® 

Thine would have been among the rest, 

But that I marked upon thy breast 

‘That which withheld my lifted head. 

‘My bride had in our happy hours, 

Marked, with the dyes of various 
flowers 

Such as our tribe alone employ 

Our Totem on our little boy.!4 





18The Indians, unable to account for 
the various phenomenas of nature, 
have associated with most of them 
some curious superstition. The aurora 
borealis they believe shines to illumi- 
nate the pastime of the disembodied 
spirits, when, in the shadowy land, 
they gather in the chase or mingle in 
the dances, with which they amuse 
themselves. 

O-ge-chog means shadow, and when 
applied to man, we say, in reference 
to his soul, his shadow; the reality of 
such attribute they see yet cannot feel. 

14Among the Indians each family is 
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1 saw upon thy breast that sign- 

1 knew it well—Yes! thou art mine! 

‘My long lost child! Thy purple veins 

No foul Ojibway blood sustains. 

O’er thy bold form there is no trace 

OF that despised, snake-hearted race, 

Who, not contented our fair land 

To desolate with knife and brand, 

‘Must yet our very sons engage, 

Contest against their sires to wage. 

But theirs no more thy iron nerve; 

Rather than thou that foe shouldst 
serve 

‘My blade shall penetrate thy heart, 

F’en though my only child thou art. 

If yet a single spark remains 

Of noble impulse in thy veins, 

And contact with the Ojibway 

Hath not extinguished the last ray 

Of the proud spirit of thy sires, 

Now, ‘ere the waning night expires, 

‘Swear to revenge the wrongs we bear, 

‘And here thy murdered mother's, 
swear!” 

‘The old man ceased, and had the light 

Permitted him the welcome sight 

He would have seen that haughty ire 

Which lent his eye its dazzling fire, 

‘The features of the youth reveal, 

As thus he answered the appeal: 








‘By the dread Manitou that dwells 
Within these arched and craggy dells, 
By her whose bright and watchful eye 
Was o'er me bent in infancy, 

I swear!” The echoes of the word 
Along the cavern’s roof was heard, 
‘And when they died away, a sigh, 
Soft as when evening winds pass by, 


designated by some distinguished badge 
or crest, such as the figure of a swan, 
deer, crane, eagle, bear, otter, oF 
moose. This emblem we call a totem. 
The laws relative to it are somewhat 
curious. It is not permitted for a male 
and female to intermarry whose totem 
happens to be the same; they are all 
considered as brother and sister. In 
adopting or inheriting their totem 
among the children, the boys and girls 
take that of their father, and sometimes 
the girls can only take that of their 
mother. This is only true as to the dif- 
ferent other nations. 


POETICAL PRODUCTIONS 


‘Sweet as the swan’s expiring notes'® 
Upon the air around them floats. 
“Hush!” said the WEN-DI-GO;, "It is 
My bride come from the bower of bliss, 
In the far country of the dead, 
To breathe a blessing o'er thy head. 
Thou shadowy spirit, for whose saket® 
I live both when I sleep and wake, 
Whose influence in rest and strife 
Hath been the guide-star of my life, 
‘And, to revenge whose wrongs, no 
pains, 
No torture could my hand restrain, 
Delay thy flight to the bright shore 
Which waits thy coming, till once more, 
As in that bitter day, I’ swear 
For every tress of thy fair hair 
Which decked thy head when laid so 
low 
Til pluck a scalp from that of foe. 
Spirit! Let this thy sadness cheat, 
Till shadows both again we meet.”17 





a8Though this is a common-place 
allusion, Yet the lakes about the coun- 
try where the scenes are we speak of 
are filled with wild fowl, and among 
which is the most graceful of all birds 
—the swan. 
‘Like all unenlightened nations, our 
nation have many extremely supersti- 
tious notions. They believe the visita- 
tion of the souls of their departed 
friends not often to be visible with a 
natural body, but they hear them in 
some way—by the sighing of the winds, 
the hum of creation, or fancy they ride 
on the fleecy clouds of an evening sky. 
11Some of the ideas in reference to 
the immortality of the soul they repre- 
sent under the idea of a shadow. Their 
explanation which they generally give 
of the reason why they bury theit dead 
with weapons of hunting and war, 
food, and apparel is so curious and 
mus that we cannot help relating 
it. The Indian is asked why he does 
this. His reply is that the shadow of 
the body has left for the distant west; 
that the soul needs the shadow of these 
articles and not the material. The 
shadow of these things serves to the 
soul as they did to the body while 
living. 
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Upon a mountain whose high peak 

‘The very heavens seems to seek, 

Which rises on the southern shore 

And looks Superior’s waters o'er, 

‘Are gathering now the few who fled, 

When yesterday so illy sped. 

Though the gray dawn of morn 
appeared, 

Ere from the cave their course they 
steered, 

‘And many a long mile lay between 

This place and where the strife had 
been, 

‘The gathered ranks already show 

ME-GISI and the WEN-DI-GO. 


Quickly they come and silent meet, 

Without a word or look to greet, 

But cach as up the steep he wound, 

‘Threw himself mutely on the ground, 

Till of that scattered band the last 

Had to his place in silence passed. 

No darkly agitating trace 

Could be discovered in the face 

Of ardent youth or furrowed age 

To tell of passion’s inward rage, 

But every brow was calm and stern, 

Whatever smothered fires might burn. 

‘The WEN-DI-GO, to whom the lead, 

As well in council as in deed, 

Had Jong been given as his due, 

For wisdom deep, and courage true, 

Slowly arose. There was no burst 

Of passion in his words at first, 

But calmly over each event 

‘That marked their recent strife he 
went, 

And e’en his voice grew sadly mild 

‘As his words turned upon his child 

Whom the great Manitou, he said, 

Had now restored as from the dead, 

From which the cheering hope he drew, 

Although their numbers might be few, 

‘The Manitou was still their friend, 

‘And would not fail them, in the end, 

A hallowed cause like theirs to bless 

With signal and complete success. 

But when he dwelt upon the wrong 

Which they had now endured so long 

From the foul race of Ojibway, 

And pointed to the land that lay 

Far as the eye around could roam, 

‘And told them, that was once their 
‘home, 
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But home from which they were 
expelled, 

‘And now by hated foemen held, 

‘The powers which in his bosom reigned, 

But which till then he had restrained, 

Burst forth and like Heaven's lightning 
glowed, 

While every working feature showed 

Which passion held within his soul. 

Like fire when o'er the prairies rushing, 

Or torrents from a mountain gushing, 

‘The impulse of his own was pressed 

With light-like speed from breast to 
breast. 

No bosom there but was on fire, 

No heart which did not glow with ire; 

‘And when he ceased, in such dread yell, 

Upon the air their warwhoop fell, 

The wild beast from his covert fled, 

‘The wild birds screamed above their 
head, 

‘And Jong when from their lips it died, 

It echoed down the mountain’s side. 


A free discussion then arose 
For every warrior to propose 
What to each one might seem to show 
‘The best advantage o'er the foe. 


At no great distance to the right, 
‘And only hidden from their sight 
By rocky bluffs, which ledge on ledge 
Abrupt rose in the water’s edge, 
Within a large and quiet bay 
A clustering group of islands lay. 
Here, scattered o'er the banks of green 
‘And shady groves, there might be seen 
Many a lodge whose bark so whitel® 


18The lodges are made by poles stuck 
in the ground, and these meet at the 
‘ends, which, in meeting, lap over and 
are tied, and these are covered with the 
white birch. This kind of bark is so 
white that when many are seen at a 
distance they appear as though there 
were more than What is really the num- 
ber. 

This bark is used for almost every 
purpose. We cover our wigwams with 
it, make our canoes, vessels for water, 
and the dishes we used to eat out of. 
Fancy work-boxes are made out of this 
material. Our songs of war, triumphs, 
and traditions are recorded on this 
bark. 


THE VALLEY OF THE TRENT 


Was sending back the noonday light. 

Upon these isles the Ojibway, 

Since, from their homes they drove 
away 

‘The conquered Sioux, had dwelt secure, 

And deeming them at once a sure 

And safe retreat, had gathered all 

Incessant warfare did not call, 

To deeds from deeds already’ done, 

To keep the land thus foully won, 

To this fair spot each thought was 
turned, 

And every warrior’s bosom burned 

To win again those long-lost isles 

‘And live within their quiet smiles. 

Here then each heart resolved as soon 

As reached to-morrow’s sun its noon, 

To strike a blow should free the land 

From the accursed foemen's hand, 

Or fighting till the last was slain, 

Leave their hearts’ blood upon the 
plain, 


VII. THE SACRIFICE 


‘The day that dawned upon the foe, 
ME-GESI and the WEN-DL-GO 
Had left while, all unconscious, rest 
Was reigning over every breast, 
Awoke the encampment’s busy hum, 
‘And, at the sound of signal drum, 
‘The warriors gathered round their chief, 
Whose look was stern, whose words 
were brief. 
He waved his hand, and quick as 
thought 
A shaft of stoutest oak was brought 
And planted firmly in the ground; 
To this with winding thongs were 
bound 
The captives, whose unhappy fate 
Must gratify’ their captors" hate. 
‘And where is he who always bore 
‘The foremost honors heretofore, 
‘And where the noble captive he 
Had led in their late victory? 
Strange that he comes not, he, whose 
hand 
One Indian family often have five 
thousand, six thousand, eight thousand, 
and ten thousand dishes to gather sap 
from the noble trees in the spring, and 
the bark holds the sugar which has 
been made. 


POETICAL PRODUCTIONS 


Was ever first to light the brand, 
And by whom were the victors tii 
None ever knew the knots to slide. 
ME-GLSI, favorite of all, 

Why comes he not at comrades’ call? 
And why lays he the rest behind, 
While other hands the victims bind? 
‘These are the questions rapidly 

From lip to lip are heard to fly. 





By the Ojibway ‘tis believed 

‘That when a mortal hath received 

A vigorous and fearful fast, 

‘And day and night in watching passed, 
‘And who hath long withdrawn his mind 
From all communion with his kind, 
‘And hath within the forest's shade 
His home with evil spirits made, 
Learning from them each magic art 
Which their instruction can impart, 
‘And hath his heart darkly imbued 
With all of ill, and naught of good— 
These do a fearful power instil 

Beyond all merely human skill, 
Freedom, at will the form to change, 
‘The water, earth, or air to range, 
‘And most of all they strangely give 
Desire on human flesh to live. 

‘Thus when an hour or more is sped, 
‘And still no trace of either fled, 
‘They doubt not that the haughty Sioux, 
With whom ME-GISI had to do, 
Was one of these, and deem full’ well 
‘Their favorite, by his magic fell. 

‘The unhallowed rites no longer wait, 
Their thirst for blood to satiate, 

But with redoubled zeal are made 
Because unwillingly delayed. 

Nothing their vengeance could suggest, 
‘To daunt the heart or wring the breast, 
But was prepared with savage art 

In the dite scene to bear a part. 

‘The faggots at the victim's feet, 

‘The scourge their naked flesh to beat, 
The arrows of the pine well dried, 
‘The bow to hurl them in their side, 
And as the flames around them 
Burning to aid their agonies; 
Tortures like these they do not lack 
‘The victim’s outward sense to rack; 
But_more tormenting far are those 
Designed to wake his inward throes— 
‘The taunt, the gibe, the goading sneer, 
‘The insulting charge of coward fear, 
Imbecile strength the bow to bend, 
‘And erring skill the shaft to send, 
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A soul which could not look on pain, 

‘And hands which had no foeman slain, 

Limbs bowed with grief and not with 
years, 

And eyes which shone but not with 
tears— 

Such were the taunts upon them hurled, 

As o'er their forms the hot blaze 
curled. 





What sounds are those that fill the 
ait, 

Above ‘all others echoing there, 

‘As doth the cataracts loud roar, 

‘The brook which murmurs at its shore, 

Or thunders bursting through the sky, 

‘The owlet’s hoarse and startled cry? 

It is the victim's death-song shout 

Which burst from their firm bosoms 
ont, 

Casting defiance at their foes, 

And mocking at the torturing’ throes 

Their thirsty vengeance would bestow; 

The hissing flames which round them 
glow 

To break their courage have no power, 

But as exulting as in hour 

When victory hath wreathed their 
brow, 

Is the bold shout they put forth now. 

‘The noble deeds they have performed, 

‘The noble thoughts their hearts have 
warmed, 

‘The sunset land, so bright and fair, 

Which waits to bid them welcome 
there— 

These are the burden of their song, 

Which swells in such proud notes along. 


Brave Sons of Nature! Ye need not, 
To make you at this moment what 
Hath been, will be, while time succeeds, 
‘And hearts alive to noble deeds, 

The admiration of mankind; 

Ye need not in the mazes wind 

Of the philosophy of schools, 

To teach you the eternal rules 

Of fortitude and self-control, 

And all which doth exalt the soul. 


Fainter and fainter, yet still clear 
‘That death-song falls upon the ear 
OF those who dance around the fires, 
Where bravery such as this expires. 
At length each victim's voice is still, 
‘And vengeance now hath drank its fill, 
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The fires are out, the warriors gone, 
‘And, MO-NING-WUN-AB, ere the sun 
Sinks to his couch behind the west, 

‘Their barks upon thy shores shall rest. 


VIII. THE LOVERS 


‘The sun had set, the clouds which 
fringed 

The sky were gorgeously tinged 

With gold and purple, and all dyes 

Which make the summer sunset skies 

So lovely, and whose rays impart 

To every impulse of the heart 

Such chastened, hallowed thoughts, as 

Akin to the soft light which there 

Beams forth so beautifully bright, 

Sweet herald of approaching night! 
O'er the calm waters of the bay, 

Where the Ojibway Island lay, 

‘Those rays are glanced in many’ a track 

To the bright clouds, which send them 
back 

Beneath the waters where they glow, 

Forming a mimic heaven below. 

Oh! that such hallowed scenes as this, 

Should ever look on ought but bliss! 

When the fond soul hath felt the power 

Of this enchanting, soothing hour, 

To wipe out every stain which care 

Or sin hath left corroding there,— 

‘Oh! why will it again return 

To drink from the polluted urn, 

With which guilty pleasures allure 

‘The bosoms thus, once rendered pure. 








This lovely scene has passed away, 
‘And the last tints of dying day 

‘Are fading from the western skies, 
‘When MO-NING-WUN-AK, there arise 
Along thy shores a voice’s wail, 
‘Whose accents through thy lovely vale 
All sorrowful and plaintive spread: 

It is the wailing for the dead.1® 


19The evening is always the time the 
friends of the deceased collect around 
their graves and sing a low, wailing 
sound of the voice. Often, by the banks 
‘of the Mississippi, we have heard the 
Ojibway sing the’ death-song, and the 
voice seems to creep over the distant 
hills, which sound, they believe, aids 
the ‘soul in travelling to the distant 
west. When the shadows of the red 











THE VALLEY OF THE TRENT 


‘When the light barks, the rest that bore, 

Passed rapidly upon thy shore, 

‘A maiden band was there to find 

If brother, lover, stayed behind; 

‘And as they found them there, or not, 

With joy or grief they left the spot, 

‘And now when the faint twilight spreads 

Its sombre veil above their heads, 

The voice of mother, sister, bride, 

Is mingled in the plaintive tide, 

For those they may not greet again 

Who sleep upon the battle plain. 

But one was there from whose dis- 
tressed 

And deeply agitated breast 

No wailings flowed; she could not 
weep, 

Her agony was all too deep. 

MEME, fair child of light and love!20 

Lovely and beautiful above 

All earthly power to describe 

In the soft language of her tribe.2? 

She had most fittingly been styled 

‘The DOVE, so innocent and mild 

The feelings nature had impressed 

Upon her bright and sinless breast. 

No thought which did not breathe of 
Heaven 

Had ever to her heart been given, 

No passion angels might not own 

Had ever in her dark eyes shone, 

But all was hallowed, pure and bright 

As heaven’s own celestial light. 

‘The form that held that soul encased 

So sinless, was the no less graced 

more that the rapt heart ere 

deemed 

Of bright when it most fondly dreamed. 











Taces collect from the valleys of that 
Happy Land they send their echoing 
shouts to each other from bill to hill. 

20This is one of the most harmless 
of birds, which you call dove. A beau- 
tiful legend is told the children of this, 
bird, when in flocks they return from 
the north in the spring, in the wigwam., 

21Travellers have found the language 
of the Ojibway to be very musical, and 
at the same time to be one of the 
most noble in America. This is sus- 
ceptible of expressing the nicest shade 
of thought by endless modifications of 
the verb. The language of the nation 
has justly been called the ‘Greck of 
America’. 
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She loved with all the power of such, 

To love when tones from others touch 

‘The chords which with responsive thrill 

Vibrate in their own heart until 

‘There is no power or faculty 

Within the soul, all joyously, 

Which doth not tremble with the 
weight 

Of feeling which it hath in freight. 

Such was the love, so pure, so deep, 

ME-GLSI from its mystic sleep 

Had wakened never more to rest, 

To life within her gentle breast. 

‘They loved as mortals never should— 

To stake the whole life hath of good 

Upon one cast, and see that fail— 

©, the sad tortures which assail 

‘The trusting heart! and ME-ME felt 

Hers with this bitter anguish melt, 

When he whose smiles alone could give 

All for which she would wish to live 

Came not, and as she deemed no more 

Would roam with her their happy shore. 


There was a sweet secluded spot, 
A gentle point which slightly shot 
With sloping bank into the bay, 
Where often at the close of day, 
Apart from those whose noisy mirth 
Had in it all too much of earth 
For pleasures of that hallowed kind 
Which love had in their hearts enshrined, 
She and ME-GIST passed the hours 
In weaving garlands of bright flowers, 
‘And circling with love's trembling hand 
‘Around their brows the fragrant band, 
Or breathing to each other's ear 
‘The tender words they loved to hear, 
He with a deep and noble feeling 
His passion’s fervent strength revealing, 
While she, with less of words perchance, 
But with a bright enrapturing glance 
From her full eyes responsive turned, 
To all that in his own heart burned; 
Or, leaning fondly on his breast, 
She sung the dying day to rest. 








Now, while with melancholy swell 
‘The dirge upon the night air fell, 
She sought this spot and, seated there, 
Upon her hands she bowed her fair 
And gentle face, o'er which was spread 
‘The marble paleness of the dead. 
Ah! ME-ME! none can ever know 
‘The full extent of that deep woe 
Which wrung thy heart, until the hour 
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When they, like thee, have felt its 
power. 


While thus she sat a bark appeared, 

And to this spot its swift course 
steered. 

‘A moment, and its prow was fast 

Upon the shore, and from it passed 

A tall and noble youth, who went 

With gentle steps and slowly bent 

In saddened fondness by her side. 

She saw him not; for sorrow’s tide 

Had swept across her heart until 

Her senses sank beneath its chill, 

But when her name he fondly spoke, 

‘She raised her head—ME-GI-SP' broke 

In joyful accents, as she sprung 

And round his neck in transport clung. 

‘The sudden joy his presence brought 

Upon her heart so overwrought, 

Her consciousness fled with the shock, 

‘And now like ivy to the rock 

She lay in sweet unconscious rest, 

Entwined around her lover's breast. 

‘And when at length her eyes unclosed 

To his, on whose breast she reposed, 

The look was all so mild and sweet 

With which those eyes her lover's greet, 

As though their light beamed from a 
soul 

Into which Heaven's sunshine stole. 

“To what a fearful weight of grief, 

Beloved, thou hast brought relief! 

Thus she began, ‘T ask not what 

‘The reasons why thou camest not 

When others of our tribe returned, 

From whom the fearful tale I learned 

‘That thou hadst fall'n beneath the art 

OF one of those of icy heart, 

Once in the power of whose dread spell 

None e’er returned his fate to tell. 

It is enough for my glad heart 

To know that here again thou art, 

That oft in this, our loved retreat, 

With gladsome hearts we yet may meet, 

To tell o'er and o'er to ‘thee 

How very dear thou art to me, 

And thou to fold me to thy breast, 

‘And say “Thou art in that love bl 

‘O! when we meet at times like this 

It seems as though the whole of bliss 

Which ever in the bright world shone, 

Gathers in my poor heart alone! 

To gaze in fondness on thy brow, 

‘And feel thy heart as I do now, 

Beneath my own so wildly beat, 
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To hear thy words, so soft and sweet, 

Call me, as oft they do, thy bride, 

O! what hath earth to give beside! 

When will the war-cry cease to grieve 

My heart because it bids thee leave; 

While I an hundred times a day 

Come to this lovely spot to pray, 

Until it seems my heart would break, 

To the Great Spirit for thy sake. 

Say, must thou yet again expose 

‘Thy life among’ those cruel foes, 

‘The fearful Sioux?—But ah, love! why. 

Breaks from thy bosom that deep sigh? 

Has thy heart any care? ah, say, 

‘And let me kiss that care away’, 

She said, and with her fingers fair, 

She brushed away the raven hair 

Which o'er his forehead clustering 
strayed; 

‘And when upon his brow she laid 

Her gentle lips, ME-GI-SI felt 

His purpose almost in him melt, 

‘And for a moment he forgot 

His sad, inexorable lot, 

So sweet the thrill that kiss had sent 

‘Through his sad heart; but when he bent 

His eyes upon her lovely face, 

‘And saw how deep and pure the trace 

OF trusting love in every look, 

His bosom heaved, and his soul shook 

With the intensity of pain 

Its breaking chords had to sustain, 

‘As rushing thoughts again impress 

‘The withering, blighting consciousness 

‘That he no more upon that smile, 

Which had such power to beguile, 

Could in the bliss of former days 

Fix his full soul's adoring gaze. 

‘Alas! he knew the dream was past, 

‘And this fond look must be his last. 

He knew that should those eyes beam 
et 

Witen he was gone, as when they met, 

He could not, must not, from the sight 

Receive, as he had done, delight. 

He knew it yet that check should wear 

‘The hallowed smiles which now were 
there, 

‘The thrills of rapture they impart 

Must fall upon another's heart. 

If those eyes beam! If that cheek glow! 

Alas! He doth too sadly know, 

His presence only can awake 

Those smiles which beam but for his 
sake, 

‘That he alone can give the light 
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Without which they will sink in night, 

"Twas this which’ gave the deadliest 
sting 

To all his soul was suffering. 

If he alone might meet the biow, 

And his heart only feel the woe, 

If on his own the blight might rest, 

And leave unscathed her tender breast, 

He could sustain the scathing stroke, 

And firmly meet it like the oak 

Whose trun‘ lightning indeed might 
break, 

But whose firm roots they could not 
shake, 

But that the misery he knew 

Should tear her heart asunder, too! 

OF that was torture all too deep; 

He felt these thoughts in tumult sweep 

Across his brain, and when at length 

‘A powerful effort called the strength 

Into his prostrate breast again, 

And he so far o'ercame its pain 

As to, in broken words, relate 

The tale he knew must seal their fate, 

It was with accents so subdued, 

In spite of all his fortitude, 

As though at every word he spoke 

‘A chord within his sad heart broke. 

‘Ah! ME-ME, thou hast been and art 

The sparkling dew-drop of my heart, 

Beneath whose brightness I have felt 

In that of love all feelings melt; 

©, "twas a glorious dream that stole 

So sweetly, purely o'er my soul: 

I did not deem that I should wake 

To see my heart with that dream break. 

But, ME-ME, that bright dream is fle 

Like the cold fingers of the dead, 

T feel its dead joys o'er my breast 

In icy suffocation pressed. 

©, what but thee and this dear 

Would I not give could I but blot 

From memory all that hath passed 

Since in this bower we parted last. 

Tve struggled, but it is in vai 

The fire is in’ my heart and brain, 

And will not_céase its torturing strife 

Until extinguished with my life. 

Thou knowest the totem T have borne 

Ts not such as by thy tribe worn; 

That we, unknowing what its name, 

Have often wondered how it came 

That T alone have worn a crest 

Differing so strangely from the rest. 

“Tis strange no more; the battle-field 

Thy mystery hath at length revealed, 
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‘And thy fond lover hath his sire 

‘Among the foe whom thy tribe's ire 

Hath driven from their native land, 

A scattered but unconquered band. 

Yes, ME-ME, I am one of those, 

Thy nation’s fiercest, deadliest foes, 

Whom, but a moment since, so true 

‘Thou didst well term the fearful Sioux. 

Fearful they are, and will be yet, 

To those who shall their path ‘beset. 

Thou Knowest between this tribe of 
thine 

‘And that which henceforth must be 
‘mine 

Exists a hatred strong as death, 

Resigned not even with their breath. 

Judge, then, if they could e'en abide 

To see the dove the eagle’s bride. 

Alas! ME-ME, it may not be, 

‘And were it not, my love, for thee, 

I could rejoice that my firm nerve 

To direful vengeance yet might serve, 

For her whose soft and gentle lays 

Were carolled to my infant days, 

But whom the Ojibway beguiled, 

‘And robbed at once of wife and child; 

‘And I have sworn my soul to give 

To retribution while 1 live; 

But short the moments that remain 

Before that vow will be in vain. 

To-morrow’s sun will see its beam 

Flashed back in many a war-knife's 
gleam, 

‘And yonder waters on whose breast 

The moonbeams now so sweetly rest, 

Shall drink before the day shall close, 

The mingled blood of warring foes, 

‘And I shall be amidst the strife, 

But not, as erst, against the life 

OF sire and kindred warrior, no, 

My arm must find more fitting foe. 

‘Something forewarns me that my blood, 

Shall mingle with to-morrow's flood; 

I feel it now within my heart, 

Tornight, for the last time, we part; 

‘And yonder stars which shine so bright, 

When they come not another night, 

Will look upon my bleeding form 

No longer with life's pulses warm, 

‘And that brow, cold, and damp in 
death, 

So lately hallowed by thy breath. 

But let it come! Why should I live 

When life hath nothing now to give 

But blighted hopes and vain regrets; 

‘And every lingering sun that sets 
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Adds only to the bitter store 

With which the heart was charged 
before. 

Yet O, how happy! were it not 

‘That this inexorable lot 

Hath interposed its withering blight 

Between my heart and all that’s bright, 

How happy to observe each day 

Beneath thy sweet smile pass away, 

To feel thy warm breath on my cheek, 

To see thee, love thee, hear thee speak, 

And shield thy tender heart from all 

Which on it might too rudely fall. 

Bright picture of our former days, 

But one on which I must not gaze, 

Tve braved both friends’ and foemen’s 
power 

For the enjoyment of this hour, 

To bathe my soul once more in light, 

Ere it sink into endless night.” 





He paused, and closer to his breast 

‘The maiden’s form he wildly pressed, 

As if that pressure could keep under 

‘A heart which else would burst asunder. 

‘And there they stood, that hapless pair, 

The victim each of mute despair; 

Yet how exalted, noble, pure, 

The anguish which their souls endure! 

When the full bosom swells like this 

With feelings boundless, fathomless, 

There's something so exalted there, 

That c’en though springing from 
despair, 

The heart would scarce desire 

If purchased at the life of those. 

Sensations vague and undefined 

Had agitated ME-ME’s mind 

When first ME-GISI’s word conveyed 

‘The destiny o'er them weighed, 

But when at length she knew the worst, 

‘And the full truth upon her burst, 

‘A pang shot through her heart ‘and 
brain, 

But one, and all was calm again; 

But with that pang had fled all sense 

Of pain or woe forever hence. 

"Twas so intense no other grief 

Could wake a throe, however brief, 

‘And then a holy calmness came, 

Succeeded to the passioned flame 

Which had so brightly, till that hour, 

Maintained within her breast its power. 

It was a calmness which bad birth 

In the conviction that the earth 

With all its pleasure, all its sweet, 
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Had nothing which could ever cheat— 

Even for one brief moment's flight— 

‘The sadness of her bosom’s blight. 

All tranquilly she raised her head, 

Drooping like lily o'er its bed, 

‘And gently loosed her from the clasp 

Convulsive of her lover's grasp, 

‘And spoke with look so calm and mild 

It might almost be said she smiled, 

But such a smile as one might trace 

Upon the cold and marble face 

Of one whose spirit had just riven 

The bonds which checked its flight to 
heaven. 

‘ME-GI-SI, O how glad would I 

Lay this poor body down to die, 

Could it but bring again to thine 

‘The joy that can no more be mine. 

Let not thy ME-ME's broken heart 

‘One sorrow to thine own impart; 

©, no, but go, forget that we 

Have ever loved so trustfully. 

‘Thy duty calls, then be it so, 

‘And let no thought of me e'er throw 

‘Across thy breast a single cloud 

‘The sunshine of its peace to shroud. 

What though this fate shall blight my 

ers 

Like early frosts the gladsome flowers, 

‘And my poor body find its rest 

Full soon upon the earth's cold breast? 

My spirit still shall hover near thee, 

‘And this, its only thought to cheer thee, 

‘And pour most fondly into thine 

‘The light which in itself shall shine. 

Yes, go, forget that we have met, 

Or if thou canst not all forget, 

‘Think of it as a dream which stole 

In night's calm hours into thy soul, 

Whose memory perchance may cling 

‘Around thy softened heart and fling 

‘A shade of sadness which you may 

‘Not altogether dash away, 

But which thou shouldst not let control 

‘The strength and bravery of thy soul. 

No, if thou canst not banish all, 

‘And memory will at times recall 

‘The gladsome hours our hearts have 
known, 

‘Thrilled by each other's look and tone, 

‘There let thy fond thoughts only dwell 

(On this, thy ME-ME loved thee well, 

And only look on those sweet hours 

‘As_ thou would’st look on lovely 
flowers, 
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From which the freshness might be 
fled, 

But which, though withered, yet would 
shed 

‘Their fragrance sweet as when their 
hue 

Was heightened by the night's soft dew. 
et me deem that thus thy heart 

Will look on me, and I can part 

With one less pang from all those 
bright 

‘And happy dreams which take their 
flight, 

Till on the far-off spirit-shore 

We meet again to part no more.” 





O, Love! How hallowed, noble, pure, 

The feeling which thou dost secure 

Upon the breast where thou dost deign, 

To institute thy perfect reign! 

When touched by thee, how all the 
dross 

Of earthly passions, which so toss 

And heave their billows o'er the soul 

Before it hath felt thy control, 

By thy strong alchemy expelled, 

Yields up the places it hath held, 

And all that finds acceptance there 

Is hallowed as the breath of prayé 

‘And ME-ME, though despair’s cold 
breath 

Had sent the icy chill of death 

Over her bosom’s tender chords, 

Yet even then her love found words 

She fondly hoped might interpose 

‘A power to sooth her lover's woes. 

But vain! The love which thus could 
make 

Such sacrifices for his sake 

Had kindled in his heart the same 

Self-sacrificing, generous flame, 

‘And when his quick sense caught this 
new 

And last fond proof of love so true, 

‘And saw and felt himself how much 

‘The purpose cost which made it such, 

‘And gazed upon her standing there 

So droopingly and yet so fair— 

Tt was too much, he could not brook 

That quiet and heart-stricken look. 

He caught her up and wildly pressed 

The blighted lily to his breast, 

And for a moment yielded all 

His heart and soul to love's fond call, 

Resolved to brave scorn, torture, death, 
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To save that gentle heart from scath. 

Fond dreamer, up! away! away! 

Death and dishonor if you stay, 

But death and honor if you go— 

Away! to meet your country’s foe! 

‘A moment, and he felt it true, 

‘No word broke forth to say adieu, 

But one long burning kiss he gave 

Upon that brow he could not save, 

‘Then turned and wildly rushed again, 

With wildered sense and maddened 
brain, 

To where his light bark floating lay, 

‘And o'er the waters shot his way. 


1X. THE LAST BATTLE 


“Tis noon again. The sun's warm beam 
Is gleaming brightly o'er the stream, 
Which, with a current calm and slow, 
Bears on its breast the stealthy foe, 
Within their light barks noiselessly; 
Who now have paused a moment by 
Its entrance to the crystal bay, 
Opposed to where the islands lay. 
Avtfow. brief words. t0 nerve thelr 








0 to each addressed, 

With promises of bravery’s meed 

Should they in that day's strife succeed, 

‘And meed to warrior’s heart more 
sweet, 22 

Which in the spirittand should greet 


In the idea of the Indian, bravery 
is the key that unlocks the entrance to 
the most exalted joys of the Great 
West, or future state. The peaceful and 
Christian virtue of humanity, forgive- 
ness, and benevolence are powerless to 
‘open the gates of an Indian's Paradise. 

Things have changed, and now it is 
otherwise. Once the "Indian brave 
adored the man who recognized him 
as a noble warrior; yet however he 
may now admire that quality in man, 
it has been so refined by education, he 
yet loves to exhibit that manliness which 
‘exalts and ennobles man. Never will 
a true Indian stoop to low cunning and 
meanness which characterizes the higher 
state of pretended civilized life of other 
nations. 

One of the greatest reasons which 
has made the paleface desist in his 
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Their souls, should death their path 
beset, 

‘And when it came be bravely met. 

‘These said—his bark, whose prow dis- 
played 

A feathery pennon’s varying shade, 

Shot from among the rest, and led 

‘The way around a woodland head 

Which had the bay and isles concealed, 

‘And now before them lay revealed 

‘The scenes whose memory around 

‘Their warmest feelings long had wound, 

‘And where so soon they must decide 

If once again they shail abide 

Within their quiet spell, or whether 

They and this last hope die together. 

As ihe last bark in that array 

Came out upon the open bay 

‘And caught the view, a moment's 
pause 

Ran through the whole, while each one 
draws 

A smothered breath and drops a prayer 

For the Great Spirit's guardian care; 

Then with a shout of curses dread 

To gather upon foemen’s head, 

By their strong arms each light bark 
there 

Sped onwards like a thing of air, 

‘And should no foemen check ’ their 
speed, 

Short were the moments that they need 

Ere they shall rest their glancing oar 

Upon the nearest istand’s shore, 

Where o'er the green and shady strand 

The lodges of Ojibway stand, 

Beneath whose shady folds repose, 

Unconscious of approaching foes, 

The chiefs and warriors, but with spear 

‘And bow and war-club lying near, 

Ready, upon the first alarm, 

To be resumed with sturdy arm. 

The foremost of the barks hath now 

Almost upon the shore its prow, 

When sudden from the Ojibways rang 

‘The war-cry's blast, and, with it sprang 

Each warrior there upon his feet 








endeavors to civilize the Indian is be- 
cause he could not subdue the high 
state of noble independence in him, as, 
though it was necessary that his spirit 
was to be subdued first before he could 
be taught the noble spirit of Christian 
morals. 
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With answering shout, and rushed to 
meet, 
In strife too wild and dark for name, 
‘The foe that thus upon them came. 
‘Then grappled each his nearest foe, 
Nor yielded either till the blow 
Which drank life's latest current well, 
Left him all lifeless where he fell. 
But vain the strife, though for each 
Sioux 
There perished of his foemen two, 
‘There lived but two of that brave band 
To track through foes their way to 
and. 
ME-GL-SI and the WEN-DI-GO, 
‘Around whom fell at every blow 
Victims to their resistless strength, 
Had fought their bloody way at length 
Upon the beach, and there they stood 
Alone, unconquered, unsubdued,— 
Keeping, like lions fierce, at bay 
Surrounding foemen’s whole array, 
Or those who were upon them rushing, 
In ghastly heaps around them crushing, 
Maddened to see the slaughtering tide 
And feel their power thus defied, 
Shame to their courage adding wing, 
‘The Ojibways upon them spring 
Like famished wolves upon the prey 
‘That chance hath thrown within their 
way, 
And sire and son are borne beneath, 
‘Their flesh an hundred weapons sheath; 
‘And when the rushing crowd gave 
place, 
Within ME-GI-SI's breast all trace 
Of life with all its pains had fled, 
Mangled he lay among the dead! 
But from beneath their raining blows 
The WEN-DI-GO again arose, 
‘And dashing off, as things of naught, 
‘Those who to stop his progress sought, 
One thrilling yell of scorn he gave, 
‘Then plunged beneath the blood-dyed 
They saw no more, and whether then 
His spirit passed, or if again, 
Concealed by magic from the view 
He living rose, none ever knew; 
Still they believe, amid the dirge 
Of winter's winds and water's surge, 
Or in the tempest’s blasting hour, 
‘They hear his voice and feel his power; 
‘And even upon summer's night, 
‘When winds are hushed and stars are 
bright, 
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They sometimes see his shadow pass 
Slowly along the moon-lit grass, 
And then with bloodless lips they tell 
Of some mischance they know full well 
To fall on whom the spirit’s eye 
Glanced angrily as it passed by. 





‘THE REQUIEM 


The eve that gathered o'er the water, 

Yet crimson with the recent slaughter, 

Came slowly, beautifully on; 

And when its last faint hues were gone, 

Shadowed in the embrace of night, 

The moon and stars looked down as 
bright 

As though no scenes of carnage lay 

Where now their beams so sweetly 
stray. 

Chance led at this delightful hour 

A band of maidens to the bower 

Where ME-ME and her lover parted 

The night before so broken hearted; 

‘And there upon a mossy bed 

Lay ME-ME, silent, cold, and dead. 

With the last look on lover cast, 

Her gentle spirit sweetly passed, 

‘And now she lay in cold death sleeping, 

Their watch the wild flowers o'er her 
keeping, 

‘And, as they waved with the soft sigh 

Of the night zephyrs passing by, 

Wept dewy tears o'er one so fair, 

Lying like blighted rose-bud there, 

And poured the fragrance of their 
breath 

To hallow such a tristful. death. 

When first beheld, the maidens deemed 

"Mid flowers and moonbeam’s light she 
dreamed, 

But when they gathered near and felt, 

As by her side they fondly knelt, 

‘That death's rude fingers had impressed 

Their icy touch upon her breast, 

ing each throb of bliss or pain 

Beyond the power to beat again, 

‘A wailing low, like sighing tone 

Of winds when through the trees they 
‘moan, 

While ail around beside was hushed, 

From their full bosoms sadly gushed: 

‘Heart of our hearts, farewell, farewell!” 

Thus rose the dirge’s plaintive swell, 

“Thou wast the sunbeam spirit given, 
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But softened like the light of even, 

Within our darkened bosoms stealing, 

‘That kissed the buds of happy feeling, 

And in the fragrant breath and hue 

OF sweetest love to flowers drew. 

0, what shall keep that hue so fair! 

©, what shall keep that fragrance there? 

‘Their warmth, and light, with thee 
withdrawn, 

Their hue is fled, their fragrance gone. 

We withered where our sister fell, 

Heart of our hearts, farewell, farewell” 

Ere the sad tones had left the ear, 

‘An airy spirit hovering near, 

Caught up again the lingering strains, 

‘And in such music as enchains 

‘The raptured heart in childhood's 
dreams, 

When in some fairy land it deems 

"Mid bright ethereal forms it dwells, 

‘The requiem around them swells: 


“There's a bower prepared in the land 
of the blest, 

Where the young, and the pure, and 
the lovely. shall rest, 

Who have left the sad earth, where the 
tempests that rushed 
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rer their sensitive bosoms, forever are 
hushed. 


©, the heart of the dead beat too 
‘warmly for earth, 

Like a bird in the far sunny south that 
had birth, 

But which wandered where winds from 
the northern sky passed, 

Where it sung one sweet strain, then 
sank in the blast. 


So the soul that once dwelt in that fair 
form of clay 

Over which you now weep, that it thus 
passed away, 

Like that bird hovered near you, then 
went to its rest 

In the sweet spirit home, in the land 
of the west. 


Weep not that her spirit thus early hath 
fled, 

That spirit still lives, though the body 
be dead; 

It lives where its joys pass no more 
with a sigh, 

It lives where its happiness never shall 
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